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Download the  FREE 
Curriculum Map to see how the 
Little Learners Science Curriculum can 
be taught throughout the school year 

with various learning themes and 
seasons or as needed.

subscribe to the
Newsletter
HERE for exclusive freebies, lesson plan 
inspiration, updates, and a HUGE writing 

center FREEBIE!
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Questions about 
the Little 

Learners Science 
Curriculum?

Check out this blog post 
that has all the details!I

Need more Binder 
Covers? Grab THIS 

FREE pack of binder covers!
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WANT TO PRINT IT SMALLER or larger?
Print something smaller to save ink and paper or print it poster size.

Make sure you have the latest edition of Adobe Reader, and that your 
computer is opening this file in Adobe (not your computer’s default 
reader or online).
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Print SMALLER Directions: To print it smaller in size
• Select File then Print or select the Print icon 
• Select Multiple
• Click on the Pages per sheet and choose the number 2, 4, 6, 9, 16, or 

custom

Print BIGGER Directions: To print it larger in size
• Select File then Print or select the Print icon 
• Select Poster
• In the Tile Scale box, choose the percentage you want it to print
• Click the arrow to check how it will look when printed and pieced 

together

Print SMALLER Print BIGGER 
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All About
pumpkins

All About 
pumpkins

All About
pumpkins

All About 
pumpkins

little learners science 

little learners science 

little learners science 

little learners science 

little learners science 

labels
Included are many labels you can use to organize all the science 
items included in this pack. Use the size that works best for 
your container.
If you want a binder cover or binder spine use pages 7 and 8.
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science table or shelf: Use a small table or a small 
bookshelf to create an engaging science center full of 
hands on materials for students to explore and 
investigate! 

science read aloud & connecting activity: During circle 
time read a science book. Then do one of the included 
connecting activities (see suggested reading list).

SCIENCE TALKS: During circle time have “science talk” to:
• introduce the new science study and vocabulary 

words
• share students’ ideas, misconceptions, and discoveries
• test students’ discoveries
• complete included charts
• pose and investigate one of the included questions

discovery shout outs: When a student makes a discovery 
call the class over and let the student share and show 
their discovery with the group. It only takes 3ish 
minutes but it is POWERFUL. Students learn so much 
from each other.
If a student doesn’t want to share, explain it for them 
and they can point to the various parts as you explain it 
for them. As students feel safe and build confidence 
hopefully they will want to share their discovery with 
the class.
This could be during center time or if you break up into 
trios/pairs for science investigations 

Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsInstruction Strategies
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(this is an IKEA Lack Table) 

Use a small table or a small bookshelf to
create an engaging science center full of hands on materials for 

students to explore and investigate! 

Suggested 
Materials
• Magnifying glass
• Various science tools to 

match the science mat
• PUMPKINS (various 

sizes, colors)
• Cut open pumpkins for 

students to dissect & 
examine 

• Pumpkin seeds
• Included printables
• Books (see book list)

Book List
• From Seed to Pumpkin
by: Wendy Pfeffer
• Seed, Sprout, Pumpkin, 

Pie
by: Jill Esbaum
• Pumpkin Jack
by: Will Hubbell
• It’s Pumpkin Time!
by: Zoe Hall

Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsHow to Set up the 
science table or shelf

Document Student 
Learning
• Make a class discovery 

journal and place 
student discovery 
pages inside

• Hang students’ 
discovery pages on the 
wall.

• Take photos of 
students investigating 
and post them in the 
center.

https://www.ikea.com/us/en/catalog/products/00095036/#/10104295


(this is an IKEA Lack Table) 

Pumpkin Insides Bag
• Cut open pumpkins for students 

to dissect & examine 
• Scoop out the insides and place in 

a THINK baggie. Tape the top 
closed if you think your 
students will open the baggie.

• Place the baggie at the table for 
students to examine and explore.

• A mess free way to explore the 
insides of a pumpkin 

Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsHow to Set up the 
science table or shelf

https://www.ikea.com/us/en/catalog/products/00095036/#/10104295


Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

vocabulary cards
Print the cards and place in the center.
Options:
• Create an anchor chart with the cards and included 

header “All About Pumpkins”
• I stapled a ribbon to the wall and clipped the 

cards to it with small clothespins. This way I could 
easily take down the cards to use for science 
talks, circle time, etc. 

• Put the cards by objects on the science table/shelf
• Place the cards on a metal ring

Included activities 
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These were printed smaller.
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pumpkin life cycle
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Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsIncluded activities 

activity charts, science prompts, & mini experiments 
Give students an opportunity to predict, explore, 
observe, test, examine, and collect data through 
experiments and investigations at the science table. 
Options:
• Place the mini science prompts by the corresponding 

tool. 
• Activity Charts

• Laminate and place in the center to use a science 
mat with  the appropriate tools. 

• Print and place in a dry erase pocket and use as a 
science activity chart with the appropriate tools.

• Print and use as a recording page.
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Use the magnifying 
glass to look closer.

Draw and write about 
what you see!

Print and laminate.
Place next to the 

scale.
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Put the items on the 
scale to compare 

how much they weigh.

Which weighs more?

Use the tools to measure.
How long is it?
How wide is it?

Print and laminate.
Place next to the 
magnifying glasses.p

Print and laminate.
Place next to the 

cubes.



pumpkin weigh It!
Pumpkin we ighs the same as…

chains

cubes 

bears

pocket of preschool



heavy l ight
Pumpkin weigh It!
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heavy l ight
Pumpkin weigh It!
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Pumpkin weigh It!
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pumpkin Measure It!

short tall
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Sort It!



bumpy

large medium

small

smooth

pumpkin sorting cards – place on the sorting boards



Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsIncluded activities 
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parts of a pumpkin anchor chart: 
During circle time create the anchor chart with the 
whole class after a read aloud, after an investigation, or 
during a science talk. 
• Create the chart and label the pumpkin using the 

word cards. Then describe each label & write their 
answers around or under it on the anchor chart. 

mini anchor chart: 
Print and place in the center. 



Parts of a pumpkin
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Label It! Parts of a Pumpkin
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skin    stem    pulp    seeds    strands

Name:____________________________________



Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

life cycle of a pumpkin cards
Print the cards and place in the center.
Options:
• Create an anchor chart with the cards and included 

header “Life Cycle of a Pumpkin”
• Put the cards on the wall
• Put the cards by objects on the science table/shelf
• Place the cards on a metal ring

Included activities 
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life cycle of a pumpkin posters & worksheet
Print the posters and place them in the center.
Make it an interactive chart by having students match 
the cards on the life cycle poster. Use Velcro to attach 
the pieces to the poster.
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LIFE CYCLE OF A PUMPKIN
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sprout

green pumpkin flower

pumpkin plant

seed



LIFE CYCLE OF A PUMPKIN
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seed sprout plant

flower green pumpkin pumpkin



LIFE CYCLE OF A PUMPKIN
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flower sprout pumpkin seed plant
green 

pumpkin

Name:____________________________________

cut

paste



Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

planting pumpkin seeds
After you open and investigate the pumpkin, keep the seeds 
and PLANT them! Students can observe the first stages of 
the life cycle of a pumpkin in the classroom. 

Helpful Planting Tip:
• Soak the seeds in water (at room temperature) for at 

least two hours but not more than 24 hours to help with 
the germination process before you plant them.

Planting Options:
• Baggie – Place the seeds in a baggie with a damp paper towel.
• Pot/Container – Plant the seeds in a container or pot.
• Clear Plastic Cup – Plant the seed or seeds in a clear plastic 

cup. This way they can see the roots growing under the soil! 

Post the growth chart in the center and measure the seeds 
as they grow and record the results.

Included activities 
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Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

planting pumpkin seeds continued 

Included activities 
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pumpkin planting worksheet
Students can break up into small groups, pairs, or plant their 
own pumpkin seeds (in clear plastic cups) and follow up with the 
included planting worksheet.

growth chart
Once the seeds are planted, measure the sprout each day and 
record the results. 
You could also place a growth chart in each students’ journal.
The ruler in the photo is a rainbow ruler made with a regular 
wooden ruler. For a tutorial CLICK HERE.

https://pocketofpreschool.com/monday-made-it-rulers-reading-logs/


pumpkin plant
growth chart

day height

pocket of preschool
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Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

pumpkin investigations
As a class have a science talk and do a pumpkin 
investigation. Create the anchor chart using the included 
pieces. 
Talk through each part and record their answers. It’s a 
great time to use rich vocabulary and model measuring.

Included activities 
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pumpkin investigations worksheet
After you do one as a class, students can break up into 
small groups or pairs and do their own pumpkin 
investigations using the included worksheets.

Does your pumpkin have a TON of seeds? Make 
lines with tape on a table. Students can place the 

seeds on the tape lines.
You could also print out the ten frames page 

(p.43) and students can place the seeds in the ten 
frames.

A visual makes it so much easier to count. 
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My Pumpkin Investigation
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Name:____________________________________

outside looks like

measure it

inside looks like

how many seeds

tall ________

_______



My Pumpkin Investigation
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measure it
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how many seeds
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My Pumpkin Investigation
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tall ________



Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

book: 
Use the book many ways. 
- Print the book and read it during circle time
- Print the book and place it in the science center
- Print the book smaller if you have a small science 

center (see printing directions on page 2)

Included activities 
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Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsIncluded activities 

journal & discovery pages
Discovery pages and journals are an easy way to add 
literacy into the science center and to get students 
communicating their thoughts and ideas! There are 
many ways to use the discovery pages! 

po
ck

et
 o

f p
re

sc
ho

ol

Options:
• Make a journal for each child
• Make a class journal
• Post students’ completed discovery pages on the 

wall
• Use for reflection pages after experiments
• Just place on the science table or shelf
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My pumpkin Journal
Name:____________________________
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My pumpkin Journal
Name:____________________________
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My pumpkin Discoveries
Name:____________________________
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note home: 
Send home the parent note to inform families of what 
exciting science things their child is learning about at 
school. It’s a great way to strengthen the home school 
connection. 

The note includes a snippet about the science topic, a 
few vocabulary words, and an activity they can do at 
home to continue the learning!



dear families,
We are learning All About 
Pumpkins in our classroom! We are 
exploring the parts, life cycle, and 
characteristics of a pumpkin. We 
will also be doing pumpkin 
investigations just like real 
scientists. 
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at home activity

Vocabulary 
Word List

• Vine 
• Life cycle 
• Pulp
• Skin
• Seeds 

Learn about pumpkins at home! 
Look in your pantry or the 
grocery store and find all the 
food made with pumpkins. Have a 
taste test and try something new 
made with pumpkins. 

If you would like 
to donate a tiny 

pumpkin for us to 
explore, that 

would be amazing!

dear families,
We are learning All About 
Pumpkins in our classroom! We are 
exploring the parts, life cycle, and 
characteristics of a pumpkin. We 
will also be doing pumpkin 
investigations just like real 
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at home activity

Vocabulary 
Word List

• Vine 
• Life cycle 
• Pulp
• Skin
• Seeds 

Learn about pumpkins at home! 
Look in your pantry or the 
grocery store and find all the 
food made with pumpkins. Have a 
taste test and try something new 
made with pumpkins. 

If you would like 
to donate a tiny 

pumpkin for us to 
explore, that 

would be amazing!
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Terms
***This product is for ONE teacher only.***

You may NOT share this with colleagues, your entire grade, or 
school/district without purchasing the proper number of licenses.
By purchasing and/or downloading this electronic file, you agree to the use 
as follows for personal use/single classroom use only. You can purchase 
additional licenses of all my products. Go on TPT, go to “my purchases”, 
and click “buy additional licenses”. Please contact me regarding pricing 
information on a site/school wide license.

NO part of this document may be distributed, posted on the internet, 
copied, edited, resold, or posted to a any type of shared drive. ALL 
contents of this document are under copyright protection including all 
text, graphics, content, and fonts. Thank you for respecting my hard 
work as well as the hard work of the artists whose work helped create 
this product.

Blog Pinterest Facebook TPT Instagram

Credits Thank you so much to the following designers for all their 
beautiful fonts and graphics!

Hello and Thank you for purchasing or downloading 
this item from my TPT store 

Pocket of Preschool! 
Any comments or questions please email me at 

pocketofpreschool@gmail.com  

Please click the button in the store to “follow” me and SAVE!  
ALL new products are 50% off for the first 

24 hours after I post them!

Let’s Connect follow me for freebies, giveaways, updates, tips, 
tricks, and to see my products in action!

http://www.pocketofpreschool.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/pocketpreschool/
https://www.facebook.com/pocketofpreschool/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Pocket-Of-Preschool
https://instagram.com/pocketofpreschool/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Pocket-Of-Preschool
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