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WANT TO PRINT IT SMALLER or larger?
Print something smaller to save ink and paper or print it poster size.

Make sure you have the latest edition of Adobe Reader, and that your 
computer is opening this file in Adobe (not your computer’s default 
reader or online).

po
ck

et
 o

f p
re

sc
ho

ol

Print SMALLER Directions: To print it smaller in size
• Select File then Print or select the Print icon 
• Select Multiple
• Click on the Pages per sheet and choose the number 2, 4, 6, 9, 16, or 

custom

Print BIGGER Directions: To print it larger in size
• Select File then Print or select the Print icon 
• Select Poster
• In the Tile Scale box, choose the percentage you want it to print
• Click the arrow to check how it will look when printed and pieced 

together

Print SMALLER Print BIGGER 
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Recycling
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Recycling
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Recycling
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Recycling

little learners science 

little learners science 

little learners science 

little learners science 

little learners science 

labels
Included are many labels you can use to organize all the science 
items included in this pack. Use the size that works best for 
your container.
If you want a binder cover or spine, use pages 7 and 8. 
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science table or shelf: Use a small table or a small 
bookshelf to create an engaging science center full of 
hands on materials for students to explore and 
investigate! 

science read aloud & connecting activity: During circle 
time read a science book. Then do one of the included 
connecting activities (see suggested reading list).

SCIENCE TALKS: During circle time have “science talk” to:
• introduce the new science study and vocabulary 

words
• share students’ ideas, misconceptions, and discoveries
• test students’ discoveries
• complete included charts
• pose and investigate one of the included questions

discovery shout outs: When a student makes a discovery 
call the class over and let the student share and show 
their discovery with the group. It only takes 3ish 
minutes but it is POWERFUL. Students learn so much 
from each other.
If a student doesn’t want to share, explain it for them 
and they can point to the various parts as you explain it. 
As students feel safe and build confidence, hopefully 
they will want to share their discovery with the class.
This could be during center time or if you break up into 
trios/pairs for science investigations 

Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsInstruction Strategies
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(this is an IKEA Lack Table) 

Use a small table or small 
bookshelf to

create an engaging science center 
full of hands on materials for 

students to explore and 
investigate! 

Suggested Materials
• Magnifying glass
• Various science tools to match the 

science mat
• “trash” (see next page for ideas and 

safety precautions)
• Included printables
• Books (see book list)

Book List
• Cleaning Up Litter and Reusing and 

Recycling 
by: Charlotte Gullain
• 10 Things I Can Do to Help my World
by: Melanie Walsh

Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsHow to Set up the 
science table or shelf

Document Student Learning
• Make a class discovery journal and place 

student discovery pages inside
• Hang students’ discovery pages on the 

wall.
• Take photos of students investigating 

and post them in the center.

https://www.ikea.com/us/en/catalog/products/00095036/#/10104295


(this is an IKEA Lack Table) 

“Trash” safety precautions to keep in Mind
• All items need to be CLEANED.
• No containers that contained chemicals should be used (ex: do NOT use cleaning 

bottles, laundry detergent bottles, spray paint cans).
• Check all edges. If an item has a sharp edge, do NOT use it.

“Trash” Ideas
• Small empty travel bottles.
• Small empty food containers or wrappers.
• Single serve food containers. If your students bring their lunch, clean and keep 

those containers to use.
• Lids (metal lids, plastic lids)

Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsHow to Set up the 
science table or shelf

https://www.ikea.com/us/en/catalog/products/00095036/#/10104295


Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

vocabulary cards
Print the cards and place in the center.
Options:
• Create an anchor chart with the cards and the 

included header “All About Trash and Recycling”
• I stapled a ribbon to the wall and clipped the 

cards to it with small clothespins. That way, I 
could easily take down the cards to use for 
science talks, circle time, etc. 

• Put the cards by objects on the science table/shelf
• Place the cards on a metal ring

Included activities 
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metal glass

paper plastic



recycle sort

compost garbage



land pollution water pollution

air pollution landfill
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Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsIncluded activities 

science prompts
Give students an opportunity to predict, explore, 
observe, test, examine, and collect data through 
experiments and investigations at the science table. 
• Mini Science Prompts: 

• Place the mini science prompts by the 
corresponding tool. Students can examine and 
compare the trash.
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Use the magnifying 
glass to look closer.

Draw and write about 
what you see!

Print and laminate.
Place next to the 

scale.

po
ck

et
 o

f p
re

sc
ho

ol

Put the items on the 
scale to compare 

how much they weigh.

Which weighs more?

Use the tools to measure.
How long is it?
How wide is it?

Print and laminate.
Place next to the 
magnifying glasses.p

Print and laminate.
Place next to the 

cubes.



Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsIncluded activities 

sorting charts 
Give students an opportunity to predict, explore, 
observe, test, examine, and collect data through 
experiments and investigations at the science table. 
• Activity Sorting Charts

• Laminate and place in the center with small 
“trash” items. The “trash” should be CLEAN and 
safe for students to handle (washed, clean, no 
sharp edges, no chemicals, etc.).

• Use one sorting chart at a time (lower level) with 
“trash”.

• Tape the category sorting charts together so 
students can sort the “trash”: glass, plastic, 
metal, paper. 
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Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

pollution clean up sensory tubs 
Pollution can be a big concept for little learners to understand so create sensory 
tubs so they can get an up close look at it, the effects it can have, and how hard it 
is to clean up.

Students try to remove the trash using their hands or tweezers. 

Create 2 pollution sensory tubs: 
• Land Pollution: place dirt and “trash” in the tub/tray (optional plastic 

bugs/worms)
• Water Pollution: place water and “trash” in the tub/tray (optional plastic fish)

“Trash”
• Ideas for “trash” to put in the sensory tubs: coffee grounds, pancake syrup, 

apple core, orange peels, soda, small pieces of plastic bags, aluminum foil, paper, 
candy wrappers, plastic lids, straws, bottle caps.

Sensory Tub Tips:
• Use a container with an edge to keep the water or dirt in.
• Place a second container next to it for students to place the trash in as they 

“clean up” the pollution.

Included activities 
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animals, soil, air, or water and how it was 

to clean up (easy, hard, impossible).



Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

pollution sensory bottles
Pollution can be a big concept for little learners to understand so create sensory 
bottles for them to see it up close.

Create 3 pollution sensory bottles: 
• Land Pollution: place dirt and “trash” in the sensory bottle (optional plastic 

bugs/worms)
• Water Pollution: place water and “trash” in the sensory bottle (optional plastic 

fish)
• Air Pollution: use an empty sensory bottle with cotton balls for clouds and drop 

a few drops of brown food coloring or liquid watercolor (optional plastic 
bird/butterfly)

“Trash”
• Ideas for “trash” to put in the sensory bottles: coffee grounds, pancake syrup, 

apple core, orange peels, soda, small pieces of plastic bags, aluminum foil, paper, 
candy wrappers, plastic lids, straws, bottle caps.

Sensory Bottle Tips:
• Use any plastic bottle. Voss or Gatorade bottles have always worked the best 

for me because the plastic is thicker. 
• Tape and hot glue the lid shut.

Talk about how pollution affects the animals, the soil, air, or water. 
Optional recording pages included (2 levels). 

Included activities 
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place on the table or center to label the sensory tubs and sensory bottles
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__________________________________________

Pollution Observations
Name:____________________________

Clean Polluted

How do the 
animals feel?

How do the 
animals feel?
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_____________________________________

Pollution Observations
Name:____________________________

Clean Polluted

How do the animals feel?

_____________________________________



Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

recycling ANCHOR CHART & SORTING BOARD
Create this recycling anchor chart as you go through 
the science unit or do it at the end as a culminating 
activity.

Each category has four items to go under it. After you 
place those under the category, write students’ ideas 
under it, or have students cut out items from 
magazines and place the items on the chart. 

Included activities 
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Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

sorting mini charts or file folder sort
Laminate the recycling pages. Glue the header to a piece 
of paper. Attach the object cards with Velcro for 
students to sort.

Included activities 
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recycling worksheet
After you do one as a class, 
students can break up into 
small groups or pairs and do 
their own recycling 
worksheets or magazine 
collage. 
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foil watermelon

bag jar

can bottle

orange tube

glass jar

Name:___________________
Directions:

1. Color 

2. Cut

3. Paste

plastic

paper

glass

metal

compost
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Name:___________________________________

papercompost

Directions: Cut, sort, glue.

plasticglass metal



Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsIncluded activities 
take care of the environment circle maps
Talk and describe all the ways we can help the environment and 
take care of our Earth. Have the vocabulary cards next to you 
to use during the discussion.

Circle Map
• Cut out the circle and glue to a piece of paper. It would 

be amazing to make it the shape of a heart 
• Write students’ ideas, generalizations, and conclusions 

around the circle. 
• Draw conclusions and generalizations (you or student 

can).
• This is a fun way to collaborate and share ideas, 

generalizations, and conclusions based on their 
experiences.
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Help the environment circle anchor chart.



pocket of preschool

Name:____________________________________

help the
environment

Fill in the circle map with words and pictures to describe 
how you can help the environment. 



Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

reuse activities
Here are some fun activities you can do to teach students how to reuse 
materials.
Activities:
Lid Letters or Numbers 
• Use the lids families collected to make math or literacy manipulatives! 

Just write (you or your students) letters or numbers on the lids 
with a paint pen or permanent marker. You can also put a sticker on 
top.

Treasure Jars
• Collect jars, baby food jars, applesauce cups, pudding cups, ice cream 

cups, or any small cups/jars. Paint the cup and let it dry. Decorate it 
by gluing foam shapes, sequins, or gems to the outside.

Recycled Crayons 
• Collect old crayons from around the classroom. Students can peel 

the paper off and break the crayons into small pieces. Place the 
broken crayons in silicone baking molds on a cookie tray. Bake at 250 
degrees. The time will depend on the mold you choose. When you take 
the molds out of the oven make sure you let them fully cool (30-60 
minutes to cool).

Included activities 
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Science instruction Teacher Pages & Tips

book: 
Use the book many ways. 
- Print the book and read it during circle time
- Print the book and place it in the science center
- Print the book smaller if you have a small science 

center (see printing directions on page 2)

Included activities 

po
ck

et
 o

f p
re

sc
ho

ol



Re
us

e 
It

!
Re

cy
cl

e 
It

!



Tr
as

h 
is

 m
ad

e 
up

 o
f 

pa
pe

r,
 

gl
as

s,
 m

et
al

s,
 p

la
st

ic
s,

 f
oo

d,
 a

nd
 

el
ec

tr
on

ic
s.

pocket of preschool

1



W
he

n 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 
is

 r
ec

yc
le

d 
it

 is
 m

ad
e 

in
to

 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 
ne

w
.

Th
in

gs
 m

ad
e 

fr
om

 p
ap

er
, 

pl
as

ti
c,

 m
et

al
, a

nd
 g

la
ss

 c
an

 b
e 

re
cy

cl
ed

.

pocket of preschool

2



It
 t

ak
es

 
ab

ou
t 

si
x 

m
on

th
s 

fo
r 

th
e 

co
m

po
st

 t
o 

be
 m

ad
e.

Fo
od

 a
nd

 y
ar

d 
w

as
te

 c
an

 b
e 

m
ix

ed
 w

it
h 

di
rt

 t
o 

cr
ea

te
 

co
m

po
st

.

pocket of preschool

3



W
he

n 
yo

u 
re

us
e 

so
m

et
hi

ng
 

yo
u 

us
e 

it
 

ov
er

 a
nd

 
ov

er
 a

ga
in

.

Re
us

e 
it
em

s 
to

 c
re

at
e 

le
ss

 
tr

as
h.

 T
ry

 u
si

ng
 r

eu
sa

bl
e 

w
at

er
 

bo
tt

le
s 

an
d 

cl
ot

h 
ba

gs
.

pocket of preschool

4



Yo
u 

ca
n 

do
na

te
 

yo
ur

 o
ld

 
to

ys
 a

nd
 

cl
ot

he
s 

fo
r 

so
m

eo
ne

 
ne

w
 t

o 
us

e.

Th
in

gs
 w

e 
do

n’
t 

ne
ed

 o
r 

w
an

t 
an

ym
or

e 
ca

n 
be

 d
on

at
ed

 a
nd

 
re

us
ed

 b
y 

an
ot

he
r 

fa
m

ily
.

pocket of preschool

5



A
ll 

th
e 

th
in

gs
 t

ha
t 

ar
e 

no
t 

re
cy

cl
ed

 o
r 

re
us

ed
 g

o 
in

to
 a

 
la

nd
fi

ll.

L
an

df
ills

 
ar

e 
pi

le
s 

an
d 

pi
le

s 
of

 
ga

rb
ag

e.

pocket of preschool

6



Th
e 

m
or

e 
tr

as
h 

w
e 

cr
ea

te
 t

he
 

m
or

e 
tr

as
h 

th
er

e 
is

 in
 o

ur
 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t.

Th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t 

is
 a

ll 
th

e 
pl

an
ts

, 
an

im
al

s,
 a

nd
 

th
e 

w
or

ld
 

ar
ou

nd
 u

s.

pocket of preschool

7



Th
e 

tr
as

h 
ca

n 
po

llu
te

 t
he

 a
ir

, 
la

nd
, a

nd
 w

at
er

 w
hi

ch
 h

ur
ts

 
th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t.

Po
llu

ti
on

 c
an

 
m

ak
e 

th
e 

pl
an

ts
, 

an
im

al
s,

 a
nd

 
pe

op
le

 s
ic

k.

pocket of preschool

8



Th
e 

le
ss

 
tr

as
h 

w
e 

cr
ea

te
 t

he
 

m
or

e 
it

 
he

lp
s 

th
e 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t.

W
he

n 
w

e 
re

cy
cl

e,
 r

ed
uc

e,
 a

nd
 

re
us

e 
it
em

s 
w

e 
he

lp
 k

ee
p 

ou
r 

en
vi

ro
nm

en
t 

cl
ea

n.

pocket of preschool

9



Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsIncluded activities 

journal & discovery pages
Discovery pages and journals are an easy way to add 
literacy into the science center and to get students 
communicating their thoughts and ideas! There are 
many ways to use the discovery pages! 
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Options:
• Make a journal for each child
• Make a class journal
• Post students’ completed discovery pages on the 

wall
• Use for reflection pages after experiments
• Just place on the science table or shelf
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Recycle
Journal
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My Trash & 
Recycle Journal

Name:____________________________

_____________________________________
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My Trash & 
Recycle Journal

Name:____________________________
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My Trash & 
Recycle Journal

Name:____________________________
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My Trash & Recycle 
Discoveries

Name:____________________________
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My Trash & Recycle 
Discoveries

Name:____________________________
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My Trash & Recycle 
Discoveries

Name:____________________________



Science instruction Teacher Pages & TipsIncluded activities 
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note home: 
Send home the parent note to inform families of what 
exciting science things their child is learning about at 
school. It’s a great way to strengthen the home school 
connection. 

The note includes a snippet about the science topic, a 
few vocabulary words, and an activity they can do at 
home to continue the learning!



Vocabulary 
Word List

• Recycle
• Reuse
• Reduce
• Plastic
• Metal
• Glass

dear families,
We are learning All About Trash & 
Recycling in our classroom including 
the 3 R’s: recycle, reuse, and 
reduce. We will be sorting trash, 
investigating water and land 
pollution, and finding ways to reuse 
items.

Sc
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at home activity
Help us practice reusing items! We 

are collecting bottle lids for a 
project! Please send in CLEAN water, 

juice, soda, and milk bottle lids. 
Try using cloth bags when you go 

shopping!

Vocabulary 
Word List

• Recycle
• Reuse
• Reduce
• Plastic
• Metal
• Glass

dear families,
We are learning All About Trash & 
Recycling in our classroom including 
the 3 R’s: recycle, reuse, and 
reduce. We will be sorting trash, 
investigating water and land 
pollution, and finding ways to reuse 
items.

Sc
ie

nc
e 

up
da

te
 

at home activity
Help us practice reusing items! We 

are collecting bottle lids for a 
project! Please send in CLEAN water, 

juice, soda, and milk bottle lids. 
Try using cloth bags when you go 

shopping!



pocket of preschool

Check out other things 
teachers love!

Click on the cover to check it out!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Curriculum-Map-for-Preschool-Pre-K-and-Kindergarten-3204482
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Question-of-the-Day-Bundle-1954111
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Calm-Down-Techniques-Books-Posters-and-Supports-2734315
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Red-and-Green-Choices-Posters-Books-and-Visual-Reminders-1931820
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Portfolio-1351723
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Counting-Stews-and-Brews-All-Year-Long-for-Preschool-Pre-K-Kindergarten-3483434
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Alphabet-Letter-Mats-Build-It-BUNDLE-Fine-Motor-Fun-4598965
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Number-Mats-Build-It-BUNDLE-Fine-Motor-Fun-4598963


Terms
***This product is for ONE teacher only.***

You may NOT share this with colleagues, your entire grade, or 
school/district without purchasing the proper number of licenses.
By purchasing and/or downloading this electronic file, you agree to the use 
as follows for personal use/single classroom use only. You can purchase 
additional licenses of all my products. Go on TPT, go to “my purchases”, 
and click “buy additional licenses”. Please contact me regarding pricing 
information on a site/school wide license.

NO part of this document may be distributed, posted on the internet, 
copied, edited, resold, or posted to a any type of shared drive. ALL 
contents of this document are under copyright protection including all 
text, graphics, content, and fonts. Thank you for respecting my hard 
work as well as the hard work of the artists whose work helped create 
this product.

Blog Pinterest Facebook TPT Instagram

Credits Thank you so much to the following designers for all their 
beautiful fonts and graphics!

Hello and Thank you for purchasing or downloading 
this item from my TPT store 

Pocket of Preschool! 
Any comments or questions please email me at 

pocketofpreschool@gmail.com  

Please click the button in the store to “follow” me and SAVE!  
ALL new products are 50% off for the first 

24 hours after I post them!

Let’s Connect follow me for freebies, giveaways, updates, tips, 
tricks, and to see my products in action!

http://www.pocketofpreschool.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/pocketpreschool/
https://www.facebook.com/pocketofpreschool/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Pocket-Of-Preschool
https://instagram.com/pocketofpreschool/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Pocket-Of-Preschool

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	Slide Number 58
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Slide Number 63

