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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.

The object in the preparation of this work has been to furnish the
physicians and studenis of the homewopathic school of medicine with
foll and accurate information relative to a class of remedies, mostly
indigenous, but few of which have had any plase in the published
Homeopathic Materia Medica. Some of the provings have beon in.
corporated into the Symptomen Codex {Phytolacca, Podophyllum and
Sanguinariz), others have been published in the various journals of
our School (Rumex, Cimicifuga, Cornus ¢, ete), but the great
majority have never been proven until now, and the only mention of
them has been in oceasional clinieal or empirical suggestions. To the
first and second classes I have added many pathogenetic symptoms
gleaned from various sources, re-provings, poisonings, etc., and added
also all the clinical observations that could be collected from reliable
sources, The latter ¢lass may be divided into two others; namely:
those which have been proven, and those of which we have only
empirical data upon which to bage clinical use, and sugpestive or
theoretical deductions,

As we gather experience in the use of thesé remedies, and institute
accurate provings, the necessity for these suggestions and theorstical
deductions will be done away, Each physician should consider him-
gelf bound to collect all the symptoms which are really pathogenstie,
and note down all reliable curative experience belonging to these
medicines, and faithfully report the same to our journals.

The canses which led me to investigate the properties and virtues
of the remedies mentioned in the following pages, will be patent to
every progressive mind. After nsing for many years those invaluable
remedies found in our standard Materia Mediea, most of which were
hnnded down to us by Hahnemann and his colleagues, I found that
although their ourative scope was very wide, it did not apparently
include many symptoms and discases. I was led to investigate the
field of indigenous remedies for these reasons: (1) the suggestion of
Teste,* that placts ars adapted to cure tho diseases which infest the
% Introduction of % Materia Medica.”
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same localities : and (2) the many cures which had eome uwnder my
observation, made by these remedies in the hands of eclectic and
domestic practioners, (some of the cases will be mentioned in the body
of this work). 'These reasons, together with a natural ambition to
enlarge the sphere of Homoeopathic Materia Medica, induced me to
throw away all prejudice, and devote my energies to the task of
introducing, by provings and clinical experience, the indigenous
medicines which so largely abound in the United States, A few
others bad started before me, and Cimicifuga, Cornus, Podophyllum,
and Sanguinaria had been proven, and their pathogeneses published.
But from some cause they had not atiracted the attention which they
deserve. After several years spent in the investigation and study of
the new remedies, publishing from time to time items from my ex.
perience with them, I was induced to attempt the work of collecting
all that had been published concerning the indigenous plants of this
eountry, and to add to such all the knowledge, clinieal and theoretical,
which could be gleaned from my colleagues, together with my own,

To this I have taken the liborty of adding the testimony and
empirieal experience of physicians of ‘the allopathic and eclectic
schools, relative to the medicines under consideration. If any object
to this method, T would refer them te the writings of Hahnemaon and
his colleagues,—Dudgeon, Madden and Drysdale, of England ; Teste
and Roth, of France; and Joslin, Marcy, Hempel, and others of this
couniry. I contend that the experience of others, besides membaers
of the Homeeopathic School, is often useful in building our pathoge-
neses, and adding to reliable clinical knowledge.

I shall not be held responsible for the opinions of any writer
guoted in the following pages. Let each be judged upon bis own
merits. I do not ¢laim that this work is in any way complete. Indeed,
I shall be satisfied if it is only promounced by the profession as
eminently suggestive. Many of the provings are very imperfect, and
gsome of the clinical remarks open to criticism. Let the wheat be
separated from the chaff by the inexorable test of honest trial,



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION.

The favorable reception which the first edition of this work
received from the homceopathic physicians of this country and
England, induced me to prepare a second edition.

Another reason which impelled me to re-write the work, was,
that the first edition met with such rapid sale that at the expi-
ration of two years from its issue, not a copy was for sale in the
United States. This fact was as much an encouragement to
the publisher as to myself, and it will doubtless result in an
improvement in the style and appearance of the second edition.

Not only was I encouraged by the ahove, but by other induce-
ments, namely : the prompt and courteous response of many of
wy professional colleagues to my request for new provings and
clinical reports. It would be invidious to mention any names
of physicians, when so many have contributed to swell our
knowledge of the pathogenetic and curative powers of these
medicines. I cannof, however, in justice, omit to record my
acknowledgments of the valuable aid received from the members
of the North-Western Provers” Association, who have enriched
this edition with several excellent provings, Nor can I omit to
mention the assistance I have received from Dr. T. C. DuncaX,
of Chicago. Without his aid in the labor of copying and re-
arranging the large amount of material, I could hardly, engrossed
as I have been with the active duties of my profession, have
found time for the task of re-writing this work.

The names of all other contributors and provers will be
found collected at the end of this volume.

When it is understood that this edition containg nearly three
‘times the amount of matter included in the former, it will be
seen that the task has not been a small one.

In addition to the medicines mentioned in the first edition,
the following have been added: Agave, Alnus, Ampelopsis,
Aralia, Asarum, Asclepias incarnata, Caetus, Cerasus, Chelone,
Cistus, Comocladia, Corydalis, Erechthites, Enonymus, Frasera,
Galium, Geranium, Gnaphalium, Gymnocladus, Hedeoma,
Hepatica, Juglans, Lachnanthes, Lobelia, Liycopus, Mitchella,
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Myrica, Nabulus, Nympheea, Pulsatilla Nuttalliana, Rhus glabra,
Bhus venenata, Stillingia, Triosteum and Zizia; thiry-five in all;
two-thirds as many as were contained in the first edition. Not
only are these new remedies added, but new matter is added
to every one of the other medicines, either in new pathogenetic
observations or clinical experience. Of many of the first medi-
cines, new and valuable re-provings have been made. The other
additions of the second edition are, the complete botanical
description, natural history,and medical history of each medicine.

Pharmacological observations of a practical character are
made concerning each remedy. The officinal preparations are
also designated. These practical additions will do away with
the necessity felt for a pharmacopeeia of the new remedies, until
a complete Homwopathic Dispensatory shall be published.
Such an one 1 believe is in the hands of the publisher of this
and will soon appear.

Of some of the medicines added to this edition no provings
have been made, and the clinical experience is almost entirely
wanting. This was the case with several of the medicines in
the former issue ; but their appearance called attention to them,
provings were instituted, they were used in practice, and are
now valuable additions to our Materia Medica. This, I believe,
will be the case with the unproven medicines in this edition.

Partly through an inadvertence, one of the medicines of
the former edition has been omitted from this, namely,
the Silphium laciniatum. No provings of this plant were
communicated to me, nor any clinical experience. Its omission,
therefore, will not be much loss to the profession. That it has
some active and useful properties I do not doubt, and at some
future day it may be again introduced into our Materia Medica.

Since the first appearance of this work, various eritics in our
school have expressed doubts as to the propriety of introducing
clinical testimony drawn from allopathic and eclectic sources.
These objections were fully answered through the columns of
the American Homaopathic Observer, and Medical Investigator.
That my views in this matter, which I consider to be logical
and scientific, may be known to my colleagues, I herewith
again present them for consideration, ~
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“In my private correspondence I am frequently asked the
question, ‘Why do you quote allopathic authorities in your New
Remedies and other writings” In some of the periodicals of
our school I find the same question asked. In other words, the
questioners ask: ¢Can allopathic authority, or their cures,
become of value to the homeeopathician 2’

“1 answer, ¢ Their bald dictum cannot, but their cures can.’
I propose to state the reasons for this belief. But first, I would
ask the reader to glance over the pages of the ¢ Introduction’
to that immortal work of Hahnemann, the ¢Organon.’ He
will there find page after page occupied with a concise narration
of allopathic cures. He makes such testimony contribute to the
proof of the homceopathic law, and intimates, in the strongest
language, that all the cures were homeeopathic, I have only
followed, humbly I admit, in the footsteps of our great Master

“ It is true that in writing of new and unproven remedies, I
have quoted all medical authors, but not as awuthority, except in
certain cases. I mention their alleged cures for the purpose of
drawing attention to the successful uses of the medicines in
certain diseases, 1 mention their theoretical deductions and
even their crude recommendations, thinking that perhaps we
may get a little grain out of the great amount of such chaff, It
must be recollected that I had little or no homeopathic experi-
ence to draw from, and had to use such material as I could find.
That such mention of allopathic and eclectic experience was not
productive of injury, the contents of the second edition will
prove. The valuable use of Caulophyllum, Diogcorea, and many
other medicines, first cawe to us from that source, yet our school
has since verified the reality of their cures—and more ; they have
proved that such cures were made homeeopathically, because the
medicines are capable of causing similar affections.

“It seems strange to some of our school that because allopath-
ists use such masstve doses, they can make any cures at all. But
a cure i3 a fact. We can not explain it away. The testimony of
a physician of one school is as good as that of another, provided
his alleged cure was made with one medicine given singly.

“No proposition is more generally accepted in our school than,
that a dose, to be homceopathic, need not be a high potency
dose. The true definition of a homceeopathic dose is, any quan-
tity of medicine capable of effecting a cure. If we do not admit
this, we must admit that allopathists cure by virtue of the law
of contraria, and if we do this, we give them vantage ground
at once. All cures are homaopathic cures, whether made with
the 200th, or with grain doses of the crude drug. For example,
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Hahnemann cured a severe case of colicodynia with Veratrum
album—“four powders, each containing four grains”* of the
crude powdered root. Although the patient took two powders
a day, instead of one, and aggravated the pain temporarily, yet
it was as Drilliant a cure as ever Hghnemann made with the
30th potency.

4 The remarkable cures made by eclectics with Claulophyllum
and Dioscorea, were made with material doses, Are such cures
to be denied and pronounced worthless? If so, then Hahne-
mann’s cure with Peratrum must be placed in the same list, I
do not say that such material doses are necessary to the cure;
but if they remove suffering, or prevent dangercus conditions,
let us, instead of ignoring them, claim the remedies as gifts of
Providence, and by experience show that they really cure accord-
© ing to our law.

“If an eclectic cures a cough of long standing and grave
character with crude doses of Rumex or Sanguinaria, is not
the cure as good, as homeeopathic, as though made by Joslin or
Hering, Wit%. the 30th or 200th dilution ?

“Those who are familiar with my theory of the action of med-
icines, and the law of dose deduced therefrom, need not be told
that 1 would consider that where an allopathist does not use a
drug in a certain disease, for fear of aggravations, that the drug
is {rz‘mam'{y homeeopathic to such disease, and must be used in
a high dilution; also, that when the opposite school cure a
disease or condition with material doses, as, for instance, uterine
inertia, with Ergot or Caulophyllum, paralysis with Nuz vomica,
ete., the drug must be secondorily homeopathic to the condition,
and will generally act better in the lower dilutions.

““Qur course, as consistent homeeopathicians, is, to cLAIM ALL
CURES AS MADE BY THE LAW OF SIMILIA, AND PROVE THEM
TO BE SUCH, s did Hahnemann., The law discovered by our

eat master is all-embracing, universal, and the sooner his
ollowers adopt this proposition, ¢he better it will be for the
honor and influence olp our school.”

CHICAGO, January, 1867. H.

* Lesser Writings,



INTRODUCTION.

He who undertakes to write a Materia Medica, which sball come
up to the high standard necessary to meet the scientific requirements
of the Hommopathic School of Medicine, has before him a really
herculean task. The work, even, of expunging worthless symptoms,
will compare with the cleansing of the Augean Stables.

The Allopathic Materia Medica is not susceptible of much
improvement, so long as that school adberes to the dogmas which
form the basis of that system of practice; the Homwopathic, on the
contrary, is capable of immense improvement.

I have found that the task of writing » monograph on any one
drug, as Gelseminum, was really a laborious undertaking; and the
work of eollecting, compiling and arranging the material for the
elucidation of several drugs, is of course, proportionately greater.

That the profession may see how high an appreciation I have for
& scientific Materia Medica, and how much this work kas fallen short
of my Ideal, both in the matter and the manuner of its composition, I
will insert an extract from my introductory to a course of lectures,
delivered to the class of Hahnemann Medical College, in the winter
of 1863 and ’64:

“Bince the time of Hahnemann, nearly all our works on Materia
Mediea have been moulded upon the same plan, notwithstanding the
progress of all the sciences which properly pertain to medicioe ; and
while a knowledge of chemistry, pathology and physiology is deemed
essential to every homemopathie physician.

“The great desideratum of our school, at this time, is a purely
scientific Materia Medica. Hahpemann laid its foundation upon the
imperishable tock of natural truth, On this foundation let us baild a
magnificent temple, which neither time nor change can ruin, but will
ever increase its grand proportions and massive solidity.

* Gentlemen .—Wounld you have my individual coneeption of an
‘ Ideal Materia Medica?' With a few preliminary remarks on the
action of medicines, I will give it you,
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All drugs, and by this I mean all substances which can by any pos-
sibility be used as remedial agents, have three modes of action upon
the animal economy.

** First—Mechanical—This action is only by virtue of their
physical conformation. This includes bulk, and the shape of the
particles which compose the medicine,

4 8econn—Chemical,—The chemical action of nearly all medi.
cines, when given in appreciable doses, is fully admitted by every
authority ; thus, we have acids and alkalies, and numerous compounds
which, by their chemical union with the solids and fluids, effect
changes in the constituents of the body.

“ Tmrp—Dynamic—This method of action may be entirely
independent of the two former. Bui a wmedicine may have at the
same time a mechanical, chemical, and a dynamie action; or, if
properly administered, it may have only the latier action. It was s
knowledge of this dynamic action that Hahnemann strove to attain.
This he attempted to do by stripping his remedial agents of all
material forms, or chemical power, and so attenuating them ag to leave
nothing but the ¢spirit’ of the drug wherewith io oppose disease.

* Now, it is an indisputable fact, which T shall point out to you
more fully in my course of lectures, that our Materia Medica abounds
with symptoms due to the mechanical and chemical effects of drugs,
and these aré so mized up with the symptoms having a dynamic
origin, that they mislead us when we are engaged in the selection of
atemedy. Upon almost every page of our Materia Medica, is to be

found too many of the natural sensations to which every person is
liable.

“In view of these facts, I would have a rational revision of our
Materia Medica, expunging all but undoubted dynamic symptoms;
and I would have these symptoms srranged in groups, in strict
aceordance with their rise and progress.

“In order to elucidate more clearly my views in relztion to drug
proving, we will suppose that a sceiety is formed by a number of
patient, conscientious, and self-sacrificing men, whose object is to
malke a perfect and complete proving of a drug or number of drags.

“ We will suppose thai the drug selected be Phosphorus—that
most excellent of all polychrests. The first desideratum would be
to ascertsin the exact physiological and pathological condition of each
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person who intends to experiment upon his own person. We ghould
ascertain if every organ performs ita functions properly; whether
any organic disease bo present, and if so, what is its character. We
should inquire into the nature of all the secretions and excretions,
aiding our investigations by the use of the microspope, and those
delicate tests which soience has applied to sich uses. If the prover
is in perfect health, the fact should be noted; if not, his condition
and symptoms should be carefully recorded.

“The drug selected shonld thon be taken by each one, in similar
quantities and at the same time. The quaniity of the drug should
be just enough to induce symptoms and pathological changes in the
organism, by its dynamic influence, and not by any chemical action.
It would be next to impossible to administer Phospborus in sufficient
quantities to set,up any mechanical action; but with such drugs as
Mercury, Stannum, or Podophyllum; sucheffects might be readily

obtained.

“The chemical action of Phosphorus upon the surfaces with which
it comes in contact, would be the most important to be guarded
against. It is doubtful if inflammation of the stomach could be
produced by wminnte quantities of this drug; but we know that
material doses will cause gastritis, by ite actual combustion while in
contact with the mucous coats of the stomach. Such chemical
symptoms would be worthless to us, when obtained. Only the
specific, dynamic effects of 2 medicine are of value in a strictly
therapeutic point of view.

“Immediately after the ingestion of the drug, the first symptoms
should be watched for and carefully noted ; then all the unmistak.
able drug symptoms which arise, shounld be recorded ' in the batural
order in which they appear. The objective and subjective symptoms
should be considered of equal importance. It matters not how
minutely the subjective symptoms, the aches, pains, and sensations be
recorded, but we insist that all the objective phenomena; should have
an equally conspicuous place. Hahumemann, himself, once insisted
upon this very proposition, for in speaking of Belladonna particularly,
he says :—* We want to know what organs it deranges functionally,
what it modifies in other ways, what nerves it principally benumbs or
excites, what alterations it effects in the circulation and in the diges-
tive operations, how it affects the mind, how the disposition, what
influence it exerts over the secretions, what modificaticns the muscular
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fibre receives from it, how long its action lasts, and by what means it
is rendered powerless.

* Now, the investigation of the properties of a medicine in this
way, would leave nothing to be desired. Could Hahnemann have
availed himself of the labors of a Brown-Sequard, a Lehmano, or
Rokitansky, what a complete Materia Medica he would have written.
But this requirement was far beyond what his times afforded, and he
did the best that was possible under the eircumstances.

“Dr, Dudgeon asks: ‘Ought we not to strive to attain the
theoretical standard proposed by Hahnemann? And how is this to
be obtained?’ I answer, by a more scientific character to our
Materia Medica; by treating our pathogenetic provings in a thor-
oughly scientific manner; by bringing to bear on the action of
medicines the aids and appliances of the micrescope, chemical
analysis, and the ascertained principles (not the theoretical surmises)
of modern physiology. This is now being done by some members of
our school; and if we were all animated by the same noble zeal, we
should soon reseue the school from the reproach of its unseientific
character, which is so continually urged against it by adherents of
so-called rational medicine.

“ When we shall have recorded all the subjective and objective
symptoms in the manper above stated, we shall have what we will
term a true physiniogical proving, DBut we must consider that it
would endanger the life of any individual, to carry our experiments
g0 far as to get all the objective phenomena desirable. What shall
we do to perfect our pathogeneses? I answer, by subjecting 1o the
slow action of drugs, some of the lowest aniwals, after the maoner of
some of the grbatest physiologists of the age. Already have Curie, in
France, and some members of our profession in this couniry, begun
the laudeble work. SBuch experiments I would term pathological
provings. By such investigations, we could learn the ultimate effects
of drugs; what structural changes they canse in the tissues, and
what extensive organico-pathological conditions they can induee. The
experiments of the physiologists of the allopathic achool were erude
and unsatisfactory. They destroyed life with huge mechanical or
chemical doses of drugs, and the resulta are of little value to our
achool.  Our aim shonld be, not only to eause death, but to cause
disease, of longer or shorter duration, and then by a eareful scien-
tific analysis of the artificial malady, classify it and determine its
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character, in order that We may use it as a guide in the selection of
s remedy wherewith to combat a similar, and ascertained disease,
existing in the human bedy,

“Do not deem these views utopian in their eharaster! Much
more than is here advised will yet be attained, and some of you will
live to sce the day when just such provings shall be made. Agye,
more! Some of you may live to look upon the realization of a dream
which has haunted me for years—an Inconographic Materir Mediea.
Let me illustrate. Going back to our first proposition of a proving of
Phosphorus, we will suppose all the subjective and objective symptoms
recorded in strictly seientific language, but in addition to this writien
pathogenesis we bave correct drawings of all the pathological changes;
of all the organic alterations in various organs and tissues, upon which
the drug exerted its poisonous influence. Let us eall to our aid the
photographer and the painter, and invest the delineations of morbid
specimens, with all the wonderful similitude with those arts are
capable of creating.

“With such an illustrated Materia Medica would not the Art of
Healing be so far perfected as to leave little to be desired. and so
enhance our skill in the management of disease as to rob it of half its
terrors ? : '

*'We will now suppose such a Materia Medica attainable, we will
also suppose the existence of works on Diagnosis and Pathology,
similarly illustrated, or, that all are combined in one complete
work, in beautiful and massive volames. What then would be
the status of the practice of medicine?

We will imagine the young physician just returned from a visit to
a child, ill with malignant scarlatina. He turns to his library and finds
written down the subjective symptoms of similar cases; and he also
finds a written description of the objective symptoms. the latter
illustrated with colored plates, the whole giving a striking portrait of
the case he bas just visited,

 He now turns to his Iconographic Materia Medice, and finds, it
mey be, in the pathogenesis of Belladonna or Apis, all the subjective
symptoms of the case ; and more satisfactory still, he finds that the
objective symptoms correspond, and the conditions of the skin, the
throat and the mucous surfaces, are in every way similar to the case
under investigation.
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“What, I ask, would be the result of this method of study ? What
the comacquence of this correspondence between the malady, the
illustrated pathology and pathogenesis of a drug in the Materia
Mediea?

“ Wonld it not be the selection of a remedy whose action wounld
be eminently specific to the totality of the symtoms, and therefore
curative? Would it not elevate medicine to the position of one of the
exact seiences? Would it not strip disease of half ite terror, and
much of iis fatality "

»* * * * * »*



ESCULUS GLABRA.

{Fatid or Okio Buckeye.)

Anavocurs: Esculus hippocastanum.  Aloes.  Collinsonia.
Gymnocladus. Ignatia, Nuz vomica.

Boranicar. Descriprion.—This is a large trec growing abundantly
iz the rich alluvial bottom lands of Ohio, and other States watered by
the Ohio river. The dark exhales an unpleasant odor, as in the rest
of the genus. Flowers small, zot showy, stamens curved, much longer
than the pale yellow corolla of four upright petals. Fruit prickly
when young. Zeaves opposite, digitate. Leaflets five, serrate,
straight-veined, like a chestout leaf.

This species belongs to the Esculus proper, along with the AB.
bippo., and differs from the division “ Pawiz,” in having fruit covered
with prickles when young. 1In the Pavig, the fruit is smooth. Of
the latter there are two species, namely : . flava, (Sweet Buckeye)
with varieties, purpurescens, and discolor, and sculus pavia (Red
Buckeye]. These may all possess medicinal qualities, but the .
glabra is undoubtedly the most active. The fru#t contains the most
active poisonous principles. The rind of the fruit, dark and leaves
also possess toxical powers,

Ormemnar Preraratrons.—Tincture prepared from the bark and
whole fruit. Triturations, of the whole fruis. :

GenEraL Errecrs.—It i3 often eaten by domestic animals ; cattle,
in particular, are apt to partake freely of the freit. In my boyhood,
["have seen a great many cows fall victims to their careless impru-
dence in diet. Even when a student of medicine, I have witnessed
deaths in cattle frofa its effects; and it is a matter of sincere regret,
now, that I did not make a careful post mortem examination of the
animals, The general symptoms exhibited in cases of poisoning in
animals may be summed up as follows:

1. Distention of the stomach and abdomen; staggering ; reeling ;
apparent loss of sight; constipation.

2 .
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2. Falling; paralysis of the hinder extremities; ¢ Palsy; wry
neck; convulsions ; fixed eyes, and death,”

There have been cases of poisoning in men and children, who ate
of this fruit, but I have not been able to obtain any account of the
symptoms exhibited. Two of my pupils once attempted to prove the
Buckeye, but did not continue the experiments, on aecount of the
apparent gravity of the few aympioms which manifested themselves,

It caused-—

1. Vertigo, severe, with reeling like drunken men ; vertigo with
nausea ; vertigo with dimness of sight ; fullnessand Leaviness of the
head ; confusion of ideas ; aconfused stupor; “thickness ” of speech;
loathing of food ; navsea ; eramp in the stomach ; semsation of fullness
of the stomach,

2. Great weakness; trembling of the lower limbs ; a strong ten-
dency to contractions of the legs; constipation.

It secins to stand in relation both to Opium and Nux vomica,--
possessing some of tl.e mnareotic properties of the former, and the
cerebro-spinal affinities of the latter. It may be called a ceredro-
spinal irritant.

The fruit is used to stupefy fish, by ihe Indians—a decoction of
the nut is thrown into the water,

Dr. MeDowell, who tested the properties of the rind of the fruit,
says, ¢ Ten grains of it are equivalent to three grains of Opium.”

The following theoretical and clinical remarks are all that we have
to offer in relation to this medicine :

1. It should prove curative in some forms of vertigo, congestion
or gastric cephalalgia, dyspepsia, nausea, vomiting and constipation,

2. In some severe brain affections the symptom “ wry neck” in
animals is quite suggestive. Wry neek is not always a rheumatic
affection. It may arise from irritation at the base of the brain, or in
the cervieal region of the cord., It is a symptom of tubercuiar
meningitis, apoplexy, meningitis, and many other brain diseases.
When this symptom oceurs, during these sffections, the JEsculua
glabra will be indicated.

It will probably prove useful in paralysis of the lower extremities,
when Nux vomics fails to cure.

It has been used in the treatment of some typhoid symptoms.

But its principal use up to this time has been in hemorrhoidal
affections. It is & popular belief with many of the country people in
Ohio, that the fruit of the Buckeye, carried in the pocket, or worn asan
amulet, will act as a prophylactic and curative remedy against the piles.
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Dr, Hill (Hill & Huot's Surgery, p. 371) says, * A number of
cures have been reported to us, effected by the use of the Buckeye,
taken in repeated small doses.”

Dr. J. 8. Douglas considers it quite specific in some severe
hemorrhoidal diseases.

I have prescribed it in constipation and piles, and in some
instances got good effects from its use; in other cases it did not
seem to cause any curative action. I gave the iy and }v dilution,

Dr. P. H. Hale reports a case of hamorrhoids, with very painful
external tumors, dark purple, and attended with constipation, vertigo,
weaknesa of the small of the back and lower extremities, All these
symptoms, which had continued for several months, were cured in a
few weeks by the use of the 1st attenuation.

Among the country people in Ohio, it is a eommon practice to
wear one of the nuts of the Buckeye suspended around the neck, and
resting against the pit of the stomach, for the cure and prevention of
piles. The testimony as to its efficacy when so worn, is strongly in
its favor. Isit not possible that enough of the true medicinal prinei.
ple is absorbed to act in a curative manner?

ESCULUS  HIPPOCASTANUM,

(Horse-Chestnut.)

Avarocues: FEsculus glabra, Aloes, Collinsonia, Ignatia, Citric
acid, Nux vomica, Mercurius, Sulphur, Podophyllum, Iris versic,
Hydrastis.

Boraricat. Descrirrion.—In the language of flowers this tree
symbolizes luxury.

The beauty of the horse-chestnut consists chiefly in its inflores-
cence—surpassing that of almost all our native trees; the huge
clusters of gay blossoms, which every spring are distributed with
such luxurience and profusion over the surfuce of the foliage, and
at the extremity of the branches, give the whole tree the aspect of
some monster flower, than of an ordinary tree of the largest size,
Early in June this beautiful tree puts forth large pyramidal racemes
or thyrses of flowers, of pink and white, moftled with red and yellow
—finely contrasting with the dark green of its foliage, which has
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great grandeur and richness in its depth of hue and massiveness of
outline,

Orper.—Hippocastanacse (sapindacese, Gray,) genus, wsculus;
species, hippocastanum. Leaves opposite, digitate, of seven obovate-
cunate, acute, toothed leaflets, serrate and straight-vined. Flowers
showy, in large terminal thyrsoid racemes or panicles; pedicels
articulated. Cadyz campanulate of five united sepals. Corolia
spreading white, spotted with purple and yellow, and composed of
four or five petals, which ure irregular, unguiculate, and nearly
hypoggnous.  Stamens usually seven, unequal, inserted on the
hypogynous dise, Ouary large, round, echinate when young, dehi-
scent, loculicidal, three cornered, three celled, ecrowned with a single
filiform, conieal style, containing two ovules in each ecll, only one of
all of which, sometimes two or even three, matures. These seeds are
very large, shining, roundish, coriaceous, mahogany-colored, with a
broad, round, pale hiluw, without albumen.

The ABsculus Ohicensis (Ohio buckeye) differs from the msculus
hippocastanum in having five leaflets—stamens red, curved, much
longer than the corolla, which consists of four upright yellow petals,
Fruit prickly when young, but smooth at maturity, about half the
size of the hippocastanum. This tree is small in size, and ezhales an
unpleasant odor, particularly while in flower,

History.—The horse-chestnut is a highly ornamental tree, and
is greatly admired for its majestic proportions, and for the beauty of
its flowers and foliage. It grows rapidly, and often attains the height
of forty or fifty feet. It is o native of middle Asia, but flourishes
well in the temperate climates of both hemispheres. Tts genus
comprises about twelve known species, the genus Fsculus, however,
is incomparably the finest, and is the only oue found in the Norihern
Btates, and this, even, is not indigencus in New England.

It was intreduced into Europe nearly three centuries ago by
Baron Ungoad, ambassador of the Ottoman Porte, who, in the year
1576, sent the seeds of the common horse-chestnut to Clansiug, at
Vienna. It is now extensively cultivated as an ornamental tree in
Europe a3 well a2 in this country,

The name FBsculus was originally applied to a speeies of oak, also
to a tree which bore eseulent fruit, and probubly is derived from esca
«—food.” It was transferred to this genus by Linnwmus to the
exclusion of the earlier and more appropriate pame of *hippocasta-
pum * (horsechestnut), on account of the resemblanee of the large
seeds to chesinuts, and because the Turks often grind them into a
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“ coarse flour, which is mixed with other food, and given tohorses which
are broken-winded.

In the Southern and Western States there are several species,
which bear the name of buck-eye, from 2 resemblance of the seeds to
the eye of that animal,

Mepieinar Prorer1ies.—The timber is not valuable, The large
farinaceous seeds contain a considerable amount of nourishment,
which is rendered uravailable, because of the intensely bitter and
nargotic principl.e with which they are charged. Common horse-
chestnuts, nevertheless, with some precautions, are largely and
advantageously used in Switzerland for fattening sheep. They are
also eaten eagerly by deer, horses and oxen. Starch prepared from
them is superior to that of wheat, and excels as ap article of diet, that
of the potato. Paste prepared from them is preferable o any other,
not ouly because possessing great tenacity, but also from the fact, that
no moths or vermin will attack aaything cemented with it. They
have been recommended as a sabstitute for coffec. They contain
sparingly a saponaceous principle,

The young leaves are aromatic, and have been used instead of
bops in brewing beer.

The roots contain a mucilaginous and saponaceous matter, which
is thought to be poisonous, Aective and poisonous properties prevail
in the root. seeds, bark and foliage. :

The bavk has little odor, but an astringent and bitter, though not
disagreeable taste. - It contains, among other ingredients, bitter
extractive and tannio, and imparts its virtues to boiling water, Its
active constituent is supposed to be tannin, hence it has been
employed in tanning. It is recommended as a toniec, astringent, nar-
cotic, and antiseptic; in fevers as a febrifuge, for gangrene, and as
an errhine. A strong decoction is recommended as a lotion to
gangrenous uleers.

It has attracted much attention in Eurvope, az a substitute for
Cinchona, although it certainly cannot he considered comparable to
Peruvian Bark in its power over intermiftents, It is at present
seldom used, and never in this country. The bark of the branches
from three to five years old is considered the best. It should be
collected in spring.

The powdored kernel snuffed up the nostrils produces sneezing,
and haz been used with advantage as a sternutatory in complaints of
the head and eyes. InEurope theoil at presentis a fashionable remedy
for gout and rheumatism, Maceration in an alkaline solution remeves
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the bittter principle. Bsculine is the name given to the extractive
maiter,

Hahnemann thus speaks of it : **We can, from the morbid effects
which the bark is able to produce, form a just estimate of its medi-
cinal powers, and determine whether it is suitable for pure intermit-
tent fever, or some of its varieties. The sole phenomenon we koow
belonging to it is, that it produces a constrictive feeling in the chest.
It will accordingly be found useful in (periodical} spasmodic asthma.”

Dr. Buchmann introduces the provings in the following words :—
“ Horse-chestnuts have been occasionally used as a popular remedy,
and the favorable results heard from their nse in glandular swellings
of horses, in chronic catarrhs of the respiratory passages and of the
intestina] canal, determined me to undertale a careful proving of them
on the healthy, in order to ageertain if their vaunted curative powers
were on the homeopathie prineiple.”

The following provings were made with various preparations of
the medicine, ranging from massive doses of the crude drug, to the
second trituration,

They are given complete, in order that the physician may see the
order of appearance of the symptoms and their concomitants,

It is usually prepared by grating the nut, after removing the
shell. When dry it can ecasily be reduced to a fine powder. Tritu-
rations are made as of any other homeeopathic remedy. [It is also
prepared in the form of tincture.—Ed.]

FROVING BY C. W, BOYCE, M. D., OF AUBURN, N, Y.

August 24, Toook ten grains of the first decimal trituration at
94 m  Nausea immediately, Constant desire to swallow, with
feeling of dryness and stiffness of the throat when swallowing.

- August 28. At 11 4, M. took ten graing of the same preparation,
Nausen immediately, Constant nausea. Feeling of dryness and
roughness of the throat, as if from taking cold.

At 5 r. m. took ten grains more. Nauwsea. For two following
days constant tendency to diarrheea. Almost constant ineclination to
stool, but without any, or very slight evacuations,

September 12, At 9 a. m, took ten grains of the same prepara-
tion. Nausea immediately. Sick feeling in the stomach all day, with
increase of appetite.

At 4 p. m., took ten grains more. Nausea, Salivation. Metellio
taste in the mounth. Sensation and dryness of the rectum

At 8 . m, took ten grains more Nausea, The thought of the
medicine is unbearable. Dryness of the threat. Dryness and itching
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in the rectum, with feeling of stiffness of the skin and adjacent
cellular tissue, continuing for several days.

September 24. At 3 p.m., took ten grains. Nausea immediately.
Diarrheea for twenty-four hours following.

September 26. At 4 . ., took ten grains. Nausea immediately.
Increase of saliva. The taste of the drug remained in the mouth
several hours. Diarrhaa of ingesta. For several days following
there was a sensation as if the mucous membrane of the rectum was
thickened, obstructing the passage of fisces. Drymness of the passage
for several days, followed by a secretion of moisture, Soreness of
the rectum, with & feeling as if something would pass off all the time.
I induced several other persons te make a few trials, but with no
result except increased salivation.

October 3, At 3 p. m., took ten graios of the first decimal tritu.
ration. Nausea immediately, and continuing all the afternoon.
Dryness of the throat. Dryness of the rectum.

QOctober 4. At 1r. M., took ten grains. Nausea, Inerease of
saliva. Dryness of the larynx, with tickling, seraping feeling of the
laryngo-pharyngeal mucons membrane. Sensation of swelling of the
uasal mucous membrene, as if from taking cold, Sneezing.

October 5. At 9 a. m, tool ten grains. Sensation of dryness
and stiffness of the glottis, and all the pharyngo-laryngeal mucous
membrane.  Slight nausea. At 2 v M., took ten grains. Inerease
of the dry feeling in the throat, followed by secretion of mucus, quite
like the second stage of catarrh. Dry uncomfortable fecling in the
rectum, which feels as if it were filled with small sticks.

October 6. At 2 p. s, fook ten grains. FPainful dryness of the
throat, lasting six hours. Teeling of prostration of the'whole system,
Great repugnance to the drug,

October 7. At 10 a. o, took ten grains. Nausea. Inerease of
the saliva. At 4 p. m, took ten grains. Nnusea. Desire for a pas-
sage from the bowels without result.  Desire to remain atstool a long
time, with straining. Excessive dryness of the rectum, with feeling
of heat. At 9 p. a, took ten grains. Nausea immediately, with
ineffectual attempts to evacuate the bowels. Feeling in the rectum
as though folds of the nincous membrane obstructed the passage, and
as if, were the effort continued, the rectum would protrude,

Qctober 10. There has been during the past three days soreness
in the rectum, with inereased seeretion of mueus. ~Frequent inelina.
tion for and ineffectual offorts at steol. At 3 ». M., took ten grains.
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Nausea as soon as the drug was taken. At 8 r. m., took ten grains.
Nausea. -

October 11. Early in the morning a feeling of emptiness and
gnawing in the stomach., At 10 4. m, took ten grains, Nausea.
Dryness of the throat after eating, Afier eating the stomach feels
full, ag if the walls were greatly thickened. Considerable pain in
the stomach for four or five hours after eating, which continues until
after taking food again. Dyspepsia. Quite severe pain in the right
side of the head above the temple. Metallic taste in the mouth,
Increase of secretion from the submaxillary glands. Good appetite.
Dryness and soreness of the rectum. At 3 ». M., took ten graios.
Soreness of the tip of the tongue, like that produced by uleers.
Thinking of the drug always produced nawsea. The dryness of the
rectum is followed by increased secretion of mucus.

PROVING BY DR. T. C. DUNCAN.

Bt 24, nervo-bilions temperament, predisposed to weakness of
bowels from protracted diarrhwa while in the U. 8. service. Medical
student ; studies hard, walks about eight miles per day.

May 6, 1865, Weather has changed to very cold, Teel slightly
chilly at times. Slept well but hard. Rose at 5.45 s m. Busy
bodily till 7.30, Breakfasted. At L0 4. . took Ksculus hipp. gtt.,
xij, second decimal dilution of the macerated nut, macerated three
months in pure aleohol,

Sgymptoms - Slight nausea, eruetations; slight uneasiness in region
of left causality ; shooting pain in left eye; loss of memory, uwmable
to fix the atiention ; sorcoess in epigastrium; pain in back of neck;
pressure in region of right ear; great heat in internal organs, or near
the epigastrium, Stool at 2 r-m. 8 p.m: Continual pain in back,
shoulders and neck, at times with pricking sensations, fullness in both
ears; pain in right nasal bone, Coryza profuse, with a feeling of
fullness in the nose and forehead, as if Lad taken cold. Fullpess at
epigastrinm ; fulluess and itehing at the anus after walking a mile;
pricking in hands after washing them ; fecling of langnor; dull pain
in back ; nausea three Lours after tea,

May 7th, 6 a. m.  Slept well, but felt very sore on waking; eyes
filled with tears ; left nostril filled with thick mucus, right one ewmpty,
pressure in bone on left side of nose; same at root of nose; pain,
dull and heavy, in back of neck ; posterior nares empty, used to be
full of mucus in the morning; itebing in anus with some heat. At
8 a. m., took 15 gits. Puain in neck ; coofusion of ideas; heat and
pressure at the anus. No stool to-day ; have not studied any.
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May 3ith, 7 a. M. Slept well, awoke at the usual hour. Took
20 gtts. of Ist dilution. Nausea; mouth and pharynz feels irritated ;
pressure, burning, itching and fullness at anus ; rubbing will produce
extreme flow of blood to the part; flashes of heat over body ; soreness
of neck with pricking sensations; heart, lungs, stomach and brain
feel as if an undue amount of blood was there ; twitchingover region
of heart. Stool at 8§ a. M. Very costive, grest straining, faces in
balls ; urine hot; fullness of the skin as though there was too much
bleod in body. Rubbing after washing the face produces red spots
under the skin ; swelling of feet after walking usual distance ; soreness
of corns ; soreness of throat ; mind clear ; optieal illusions; calvesof
legs sore ; mucous surface of mouth and pharynx dry; mucus ropy
with a sweetish taste ; frequent urination,

May Oth, 6 4. m. Slept hard ; distressing dreams ; thought was
in a hattle ; fought hard; great excitement. Awoke troubled, and
found I was lying on my back; turned en right side; thought I saw a
man in my room. Went to sleep again; awoke at 5:30; felt very
sore all over, especially calves of legs, muscles of thighs, back,
shoulders and neck ; also of upper extremities and chest; feet still
much swollen ; slight enlargement of cervical glands; sere to touch;
limbs feel heavy, stifiness of joiuts, fullness of dependant parts.
Mouth and pharynx dry and sore, deglutition difficult; taking full
breath eauses soreness over and in lungs, with great rush of bloed ;
fullness at epigastrium ; apus sore; bowels torpid ; urine hot and
clear. Neuralgic pains in arms, nose feels sore and full; back of
head feels heavy; mind gets confused; thoughts rapid; unable to
fix attention; eyes clear, pupils dilated, contract slowly, tries to
keep from winking ; much wind in bowels. Hypermsthesia of sealp;
stretches and yawns, soreness of right side of scalp. This is the
side whick rested on the pillow. Extremely irritable ; loses temper
casy and obtains control over it again but slowly.

8:30 a. m., took 30 gtis. Ist dee. dil. 9 a. m., sharp, darting pains
in the trachea, produecing tittilation, conghing, mouth and pharynx
dry; heat in stomach and theraz ; rumbling of bowels; expulsion of
flatus ; ineffectual attempt at stool ; soreness of anus; great heat all
over the whole bedy; fullncss, yawning with stretching, followed by
chilly sensations. Riding in the cool air produces great chilliness;
ptyalism with an oily taste ; dryness of posterior nares; twitching of
eyes ; mind very clear, with a light feeling of anterior lobes; posic-
rior part of head and cerebellum feel heavy and dull; limbs ache
when weight of body rest on them ; feet swell, corus very sore; tendo.
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achilles sore; weak in joints, great pain in sacro-lumbar region;
Pain on walking erect; dull pain in shoulders and arms, weakness of
hands, not able to control the muscles to write well ; sore on motion ;
nails blue, sharp, darting pain in left fore arm, numbness, with
prickly sensations ; tenderuess of right hypocondrine region; pain
at umbilicus; retention of urine, passed after several trials, urine
hot and clear ; dull aching pein at anus, fullness of rectum.

1 p. m. Appetite but little; distention was the only sign which
told me to stop eating; belching of wind ; expulsion of flatus ; darting
poins in region of heart, with fullness and palpitation.

10 ».m. Light and giddy pain in right eye while near light,
twitching of eyelids, soreness of balls of eyes; head feels heavy,
dull, especially in region of right ear; eatarrh, fullness of nose, pres-
sure of forchead, especially at root of nose ; lips feel hot, increased
flow of saliva from submaxilliary glands; palate and posterior mares
feel dry, heat down the wsophagus; burning in stomach; feel as if
contained warm water; fulloess of right hypocondriae region ; pain
at umbilicus ; itching of whole body, especially sround waist. Great
expulsion of flatus.

10:30 », m. {(ireat pressure in rectum, fullness of colon; must
have stool ; great straining with shivering, expulsion of about eight
inches of faeces; like a rope, solid, knotty, first half dark, rest quite
light in color; great soroness of anus, sphincter ani unable to con-
tract; about one-half inch protrusion, which I had te push wp;
great burning and itching of anus. Very drowsy all day and soon
went to sleep.

May 10th, 6 a. M. Awoke disinclined to rise ; feel as if I had pot
slept ; had troubled dreams’; must bave slept onmy back. Great drow-
siness ; want to go to sleep again; eyes heavy, dull pain in forchead
over right eye ; great pain around loins, especially in the sacro-lum-
bar region, soreness at umbilicus, tenderness in right hypocondriae
region, very sorc all over, malaise, fullness &t root of nose (frontal
sinug) ; posterior nares, furces and sopharus very dry; heat in
stomach ; twitching in region of heart; expulsion of flatus; sorencss
of testicles; flow of saliva from submaxillary glands; yawning and
stretching ; urine very clear and inercased in quantity. 9:30 a. .,
I will oot take any more to-day, as I am too sore and languid to attend
to business. I will notice when it loses its effeots. Head feels duil
over temple ; gloomy forebodings; at times feel as if T was going to
have spasms or eonvulsions ; spasms of muscles of limbs: dull heavy
pressure on cerebellum. Yesterday when I had those darting pains
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in the trachea, I had a feeling as if death was impending : but this
wng followed by an exalied condition of brain and nervous system;
thoughts flowed free, easy and clear; felt a glow of heat all over the
sutface ; pressure of hat on forehead leaves a large red spot;
itching of testicles; dull, shifting pain in left hypocondriac region ;
stinging in hands; pulse accelerated ; pain in sound tooth, teeth feel
as if covered with oil ; tongue slightly coated, dirty white ; unable to
articulate long words distinctly ; cannot control the tongue so as to
form the words aright; feels as if swollen ; stitch in region of lower
lobe of left luag, relicved when passing urine.  Abdomen tender to
touch. 11 a.m, Great stretching; mind is cloudy; dall, heavy,
frontal headache; thorax feels constricted ; lhawks up ropy mucus;
fullness of upper part of throat. 6 e. m. Dull and heavy shooting
pain through or near belt of penis; dull weight in forehead, eyes feel
heavy: pain in back of neck; fullness at root of nose; dryness of
fauces; increased flow of mucus from nasal passages; soreness of
epigastrium ; tenderness of abdomen; soremess, burning, itehing at
anus; pain and soreness of temporsl region; soreness of paretids
when exposed to wind ; soreness of muscles of arms, back and lower
extremities, especially of small of back, Sereness of tendo achilles,
skin dry and hot, flush of blood to face soon after rubbing it; when
cold air strikes, skin feels chilly and teeth chatter; appetite less than
normal ; feel dull, gloomy, despondent ; tenderness and soremess of
stomach ; dryness of cesophagus ; expulsion of faeces ; drawing of lefi
testicle ; transient pains in the genitals; skin as sensitive to cold, not
quite as sore; mo stool.

May 11th, 6 a. m. Rose at 5:30, Not so sore as yesterday
moratng. Throat and fauces very dry and sore; fullness in forehead
and root of nose; tenderness of epigastrinm, also right hypocondrias
region ; eyes feel heavy, muscular soreness not quite as great, 12 m.
Stool of hard, impacted fweces, with great soreness of anus: itchirng,
burning and protrusion of anus ; soreness of bowels ; museular sore-
ness not so great, heavy cloudy inind growing lighter, clearer and
more buoyant ; great dryness of fances. All the symptoms seem to
be gradually lessening. 10 ». . Not so fatigued to-night,

May 12th, 10 a. ». Not so tired this morning. Spivits feel
buoyant; throat not so sore or dry. A small stool at 9:30, thin,
watery, lighter colored, and some tenesmus ; bowels feel ag if 1 had
had a severe diartheea, Weak; head clear ; it fatigues me to walk
much ; appetite grows better ; feel disinclined to study, and wanting
rest.
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PROVING BY W. WARREN, M. D., OF DEERFIELD, N. Y.
Read before the Oncide County Hom. Med, Society.

Dr. Woopwarp Warren, aged thirty-six, nervo-bilicus tempera-
ment, subject to bilious and gastric derangements.

Muy 22, Took two grains of first decimal trituration at 4 p. .
In half an hour felt a dull, pressing and pricking in the fauces, with
a sensation of fullness in the epigastrium, with empty eructations,
followed immediately by burning in the stomach and bowels. At
5.45, dull pains in the head, here and there, but principally in the
right temple and oceiput, followed by dull stitches in the forehead
and temple. At 580, colic, with pioching pains in the right hypo-
chopdrium ; empty eruetations. At 6.30, five pricking pains around
the umbilicus.

May 29. Took two grains of second decimal triturations at 2 a. m.
At 2.26, felt a dull pressure in the forehead, with a slight feeling of
nausea in the stomach followed immediately by stitches in the right
bypochondrium. At 2.45, bruised feeling in the oceiput, with feeling
of lameness in the back of the neek. At 3.30, pressurein the rectum
with inclination to steol, with cmpty eructations. At 4.45, ineffectual
efforts to stool. At 8.25, feeling of constriction in the rectum.

May 30. At 6 4. m, difficult scanty stool. At 8 4. ., took three
grains of first decimal trituratien. Tun ten minutes coppery taste in
the mouth, with increased flow of saliva. At 8.30, dull pain in the
oceiput, extending to the ears; fine stitches in the left temple, with
slight feeling of pausea in the stomach. At 9 o'clock, feeling of
lameness and weariness in the back of the neck, and small of the
back., At 1{ A, m., empty eructations,

May 81. Took two grains of second trituration at 8.30 4. m. At
9, copious soft steol, followed by burning, 2nd a feeling of swelling
and constriction in the reetum, At 915, empty eructations. At
9.80, slight burning and pausea in the stomach, with inercased flow
of saliva; fine stitching in the left hypochendrium. At 0.45, con-
fused feeling in the head ; piddiness. At 10, dull pain inthe oceiput,
with flushes of heat in the integuments of the oeciput, back of the
neck and shoulders. At 11.25, burning in the ears.

June 7. Took five grains of second decimal trituration at 12 4. m,
At 12.30, coppery taste, with increased flow of saliva, and a dull,
pressing pain in the left hypochondrinm. At 1245, dull pam in the
left temple; giddiness and confused feeling in the head; shary,
biting and stinging pain in the fauces and tip of the tongue. At 1
P M., rumbling in the hypogastrium, with cutting pains around the
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umbilicus ; burning and stinging deep in the left orbit, as if the pain
surrounded the ball of the eye, with a feeling of coldness in the eye.
At 1.15, heat in the integuments of the occiput, extending to the ears.
At 1.80, cutting in the left inguinal region ; slight nausea with empty
eructations, At 2.80, general feeling of malaise, with dull, stupefy-
ing feeling in the hcad. At 4 2., dull pain in the oceiput, and
lame feeling in the small of the back.

June 8. At T a. u., dificult, hard stool, followed by burning and
feeling of constriction in the rectum. At 9 a. »., took three grains
of second trituration. At 9.45, stinging aud burning in the soft
palate and posterior nares ; bitter taste, and increased flow of saliva.
At 10, vertigo, with sensation of balancing in the head ; throbbingin
the right frontal eminence. At 10.15, empty eructations, with burn-
ing in the stomach, and fine, pricking pains around the umbilicus.
At 10.20, sharp, pressing pain in the right temple. At 2 p.
lameness, and sensation as if sirained in the right lumbar region,
extending to the gluteal muscle,

PROVING BY H. M. PAINE, M. D., OF OLINTOW, N. T,
Read before the Oneide County Homwopathic Medical Society,

September 28. TIn usual health. Took ten drops of the pure
gleoholic tincture at 10 p. m.

September 29. Took ten drops at 10 », .

Septomber 80, Tock thirty drops at 10 ». M.

Qctober 1. Headache, general, through the whole head. A
sensation of fullness in all the upper part of the head. Vertigo, very
annoying all the afterncon. €eneral malaise.

October 2. Experienced a repetition of similar symptoms again
to-day. Disappeared after 4 o'clock, p. m, Took forty drops at 9
p. M, Observed a few minutes after a quick, severe, griping pain in
the epigastrie region. It continued about half an hour.

Octobor 8. Teel miserably, cross, disinelination to perform any
labor. Headache in the upper part of the head. The pain is uniform
and consiant. The sensalion is that of fullnesa and pressure rather
than acute pain. Vertigo, quite troublesome. The above symptoms
continued till toward evening, and then disappeared. At 10 r. w,,
took forty drops. Ezperienced a severe griping pain in the epigas-
trium 2 few minutes after taking the drug. It continued wntil ¥ fell
asleep-—about half an hour, It extended from the stomach to the
umbilical region, and appeared to he produced by flatus, as there was
at the same time quite o perceptible sensation of motion in the bowels.
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Qctober 4. Few zbnormal sensations to.day, No headache,
Slight vertigo. Took forty drops at 9 ». a.

October 8. Sore. throat, quite troublesome in the forencon ; none
in the afternoon.  For the first time since commencing the proving
bad rather a difficult stool. Took forty drops at 9 ». m.

Ooctober 7. Slight soreness in the pharynx during the day.
Rather a difficult stool about noon, followed for an hour by a slight
soreness, aching and fullvess in ke rectum, indicating piles. Took
fifty drops at 9 p. m.

The taste of the drug is at fir st intensely bitter, and is peculiarly
unpleasant and nausecus. The itter taste is soon displaced by a
pleasant sweetish flavor, very shuilar to that of ordinary liquorice
root. This sweet taste remains about an hour,

Tmmediately on taking the drug there is a sepsation of scraping,
irritation, or burning, cxtending from the wouth to the stomach. It
usually passes off in an hour or two. It remains longer in the stomach
than in the throat,

Axnother very unpleasant sensation experienced immediately on
taking the drug is nausea. Itis transient, recurring at short intervals,
and usually disappears in about half an hour.

PROVING BY W. H. BURT, M. D.

The following thorough proving was made by Dr. Burt.

March 14th, 1864. At 10 &, ar, took 10 grains of the first dee.
trituration of the dried nut; 11 a. M., neuralgie pain in the region of
causality (right), darts towards the left, with a constrictive feeling of
the skin of the forehead, followed by flying pains in the epigastric
region (lower right lobe of the liver); constrictive feeling of the
fauces ; 12 o, neuralgic pain in the region of the hewrt lasted ome
minute, with frequent pains in the epigasiric region. Dull, aching
pain in the small of the back, very much aggravated by walking,
1 ». x., theve has been very frequent neuralgic pains in the region of
the apex of the heart and stomach, with a severe, dull, aching pain in
the lumbar region, 4 », M., constant, dull, aching pain in the small
of the back, aggravated by motion—iook 20 grs. 5 p. M. slight
frontal headache, acrid constrictive fecling in the fauces—there has
been frequent sharp pains in the region of the apex of the heart and
stomach, constant, quite severe, aching pain from the pit of the stom
ach to the right lobe of the liver, slight backache, knees ache
severely. 10 p. u., there has been frequent flying pains in the fore-
head and temples, feeling as if something had lodged in the fauces
that produces a constant inclination to swallow, good deal of distreas
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in the stomach, and flying pains in the bowels, very seyere and
constant backache, knees ache severely—took 20 grs., no stool.
15th. Called up three times through the night, back ached very
hard all night, and is still aching; 7 4. »., tock 20 grs; 12 m, dull
frontal headache, fances feeling very dry and constricted, burning dis-
tress in the stomach, frequent ermectations of air, very tired and
languid, back aches severely. 9 p. m., there has been frequent pains
in the umbilical and hypogastric regions all day, but they were not
“very severe, dull headache ; no atool.
16th, Up most of the night with the sick; very hard and dry
stool at 7 a. mr., followed by colicky pain in the umbilicns, and severe
cutting paips in the anus. Took 10 grs. at 9 a. m.  10:30—For the
last hour there has been constant burning distress in the epigastrie
apd umbilicus regions, with a very severe aching pain in the lumbar
region, very painful when trying to walk ; occasional neuralgic pains
in the forehead and apex of the heart; dry feeling of the fauees with
frequent ineclination to swallow. 11 a. m., dall frontal headache ;
severe constrictive feeling of the fauces, with frequent inclination to
swallow ; consgtant burning distress, with a constrictive feeling of the
lower part of the chest; frequent pains in apex of the heart; con.
stant, dull, aching distress in the wmbilieal region, with a very severe
headache ; walking is very painful. 12-—Pulse 68, soft and weak;
dull frontal headache, with fluent coryza ; constant burning distress
in the stomach ; dell, aching pain in the lumbar region ; took 40 grs.
3 p. M, slight frontal headache, with great tightness of the skin of
the forehead. At 1 p, m. there was great constriction of the fauces,
with great irritation of the epiglottis that produced a dry hacking
congh ; -does not trouble me now ; there has been constant burning
distress in the stomach and bowels, with 2 severe fluttering sensation
in the pit of the stomach, lasting five minutes at a time ; came on five
different times ; empty eructations; frequent dull aching pains in the
right hypochondriac region; dull pains in the umbilicus, sometimes
they are very sharp; constant dull backache ; weariness in the small
of the back; tearing pains in the small of the back and hips when
walking ; weariness, with faintness at the pit of the stomach, 5 ».
M., dull headache ; frequent neuralgic pains in the fauces, with fre-
quent inclination te swallow; constant buroing distress!in the
stomach : severe aching painin the lumbar region. 9 ». m—Frequent
twitching of the muscles under the left eye; stomach and bowels
distress me very much,
1Tth. Was up all night with my wife who bas a violent attack of
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diphtheria, compelled to stop my provings ; feeling very much pros-
trated ; back aching violently ; walking is almost tmpossible; great
desire for stool. At 5 a. ., 2 very hard and dry knotty stool, voided
with great difficulty ; violent backache all day ; almost impossible to
get up after sitting down,

18th, Slight backache all day ; no stool.

19th. Hard stool, followed by a prolapsed feeling of the anus.

20th. No steol.

21st. Natural stool,

22d. Fecling well ; took 20 grs. of the pure pulverized nut at
10:30 &. . 11 a. m.—Severe smarting of the eyes; tongue feeling
as if it had been scalded, with great constriction of the fauces; con-
stant dull pain in the region of the naval. 11:45 a. m.—SBevere
neuralgic pain in the region of the heart; it is so painful that it
arrests the breathing ; lasted 10 minutes ; dull aching pain iu the
right hypochondriac region ; back commencing to ache severely. 12
m.—Dull frontal headache, with o counstricted feeling of the skin of
the forehead ; great drymess of the fauces, with frequent inclination
to swallow ; dull burning distress in the stomoch; severe ncuralgic
pain in the right inguinal region; constant backache, affecting the
sacrum and hips, very much aggravated by walking and stooping
forward ; pulse 70. 8 p, m.—Slight frontal headache ; great dryness
of the fauces ; constant and severe burning in the stomach, with a
very severe backache in the lumbar region. 6 r, m.—There has been
frequent flying pains in the forehead and temples all day; fauces
feeling constricted, with frequent dull pains on cach side of the
tonsils ; they look very dark and congested ; frequent eructations ;
constant burning distress in the stomach ; frequent and long, lasting,
dull pains in the right hypochondriac region; dull backache, 9 ». .
—@reat distress in the umbilical and hypogastric regions, and 2 very
urgent desire for stool, with rumbliog in the bowels; a very large
and hard stool, voided with great diffieulty, followed by severe pains
in the anus, with a feeling as if a portion of the anus was protruded,
accompanied with dull pains in the umbilical and hypogastric regions ;
this feeling lasted 2ll night and until late in the morning, with a very
scvere backache in the lower part of the lumbar and sacral regious.

23d. Slept soundly; feeling quite well, execpting a feeling as if
a portion of the anus was prolapsed, with a dull backache ; flat slimy
taste in the mouth. 9 a. m., took 80 grs. 11 a, m,—Frequent flying
pains through the temples ; profuse secretion of mucus in the nostrils,
with coryza. The acridity in the mouth and fauces is very slight;
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canstant and severe burning distress in the stomach, with an inclina-
tion to vomit ; constant dull, aching pain in the right hypochondriac
regiop, and region of the gall bladder ; burning, aching distress in
the umbilicus ; constant dull pain across the hips and sacrum; sharp
pains in the region of the apex of the heart, 3 », m.—Feeling very
depressed and low spirited ; constant dull, burning, aching pain in the
epigasiric and umbilical regions ; the greatest pain is in the pyloric
portion of the stomach ; at 4:30 ». m. took 30 grains. 6 p. u.—Great
congestion of the tonsils and seft palate; frequent sharp, neuralgic
pains in the region of the heart, with a great burning in the same
region; constant and very severe burning in the stomach and bowels ;
very hard to endure the burning distress; feeling faint and weak;
very severe backache, worse by motion, 9 p. m.—Frequent flying
pains in the temples; constant dull, burning pain in the pyloric por-
tion of the stomach; constant dull pains in the right hypochondriac
region, aggravated by walking ; dull pains in the umbilicus; very
urgent desire for stool. 7 r. m.—Very hard, dry stool, followed by
pain in the anus ; frequent stitches in the region of the heart; dull
aching pain in the sacrum,

24th, Slept well, but awoke three times and found I had a dull,
burning pain in the stomach ; sweet, flat, slimy taste in the mouth;
tongue very much coated yellow; fauces congested; constant dull
pain in the cardiac portien of the stomach; very severe pain in the
small of the back and hips when getting up, not much after moving 2
minute or s¢; pulse 76. 10 a. m.—Severe burning distress in the
stomach {superior cardiac portion), Took 30 grs, 12 m.; pulse TZ;
constant burning, aching distress in the epigastric region, with
constant dull, aching pains in the right hypochondriac region ; constant
dull backache ; frequent pains in the region of the apez of the heart
and between the shoulders. 2 p. m.—~Great desire for stool; stool,
first part black and hard, the last part_about the natural consistence,
but almost white as milk, showing that the secretion of bile is almost
completely suspended ; the stool was followed by severe tearing paing
in the anus; constant burning distress in the epigastric region; the
small of my back aches so severely that it is almost impossible to
stoop down, or {0 get up when sitting down. 4 p. M., took 40 graips.
6 p. m—-Severe congestion of the tonsils and soft palate, with a con-
stant aching distress in them; constant aching, burning distress in
the epigastriumn ; constant dull, aching distress in the right lower
lobe of the liver; the backache is very severe when moving. 9P .m.
— Constant aching distress in the tonsils and fauces, with frequent

8
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inclination to swallow ; the burning, aching distress in the epigastrinm
is almost unendurable, it makes me feel very faint and weak ; eonstant
dull, aching distress in the right lobe of the liver ; great pain in the
back and hips when trying to move ; legs aching severely, feeling so
weak that T must lie down all the time.

25th, Slept soundly ; feeling so weak, and my back pains me so
much when trying to move, that it is with great difficulty that I can
get up ; moving produces violent pains in the saerum and hips ; very
severe frontal headache; flat, bitier taste in the mouth ; tongue coated
yellowish white ; tonsils and soft palate very much congested, but no
enlargement ; constant pain in the cardiac portion of the stomach;
dull, aching distress in the right liver; urine very high colored ;
good deal of dull, aching pain between the shoulders. 12 i, have
bad a very bard frootal beadache all day; back and legs lhave ached
so severely that I was compelled to lie down all the forencon ; feeling
very feverish, hands hot and dry; pulse 66, soft and weak; disposi
tion to stretch and yawn all the time ; feeling as if I had the ague;
great deal of distress in the epigastrium and liver. 3 p m-—Feeling
very weary and low-spirited. Took 30 grs. 6 r. m.—Constant
distress in the stomach, with frequent pains through the bowels; back
puins severely when moving. 9 p. M.— Great desire for stool ; stool
about patural consistence, followed by = prolapsed feeling of the anua.

26th, Slept soundly ; back pains me when first moving, otherwise
feeling well. 10 a. m.—S8light pain in the epigastriam ; took 60 grs,
11 a. m.—For the last half hour there has been a constant dull, ach
ing, burning pain in the region of the beart; pulse 66, soft and
regular ; constant aching distress in the tonsils ; frequent inelipation
to swallow ; constant pain in the stomach and right lower lobe of the
liver ; very severe pain in the lumbar-saeral region when stooping;
dull, aching distress in the dorsal region ; feeling very faintand weak.
5 r.m.—Dull pain in the tonsils, with frequent incliration to swallow;
the tonsils are congested of avery dark color ; constant dull and very
severe aching pain just below the pit of the stomach, which produces
a very weak, faint feeling; it is very hard to endure the distress;
constant dull, aching distress in the right lobe of the liver, and
between the shoulders along the dorsal region ; dull pain when moving
in the lumbar in the lumbar-sacral region; frequent rumbling in the
bowels. 9. p. M—B8tool about natural consistence, but very white,
showing a great deficiency of bile; constant dull pain in the liver
and back,

27th,  Slept well; feeling quite well excepting good deal of pain
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in the lumbar-sacral region when moving. 7 p. m.—For the last two
hours there has been constant very severe pain about and just below
the pylorie extremity of the stomach ; severe pain in the sacrum and
hips when moving ; a very dry stool at 9 p. u., voided with difficulty;
dull paing in the right lobe of the liver and dorsal region.

28th.. Back is feeling very stiff when moving: dull pains in the
smat]l of the back and sacral region; constant dull aching pain in the
right bypochondriae region, with frequent pains in the stomach all day,
with constant desire for stool ; had two soft steols, without giving relief
to the desire for stool ; fecling very sad.

29th. Slept well ; constant dull, aching pain in the right lobe o
the liver all day, with frequent pains in the stomach and howels. and
constant desire to stool ; stool at noon very black and soft, without
relieving the desire for stool.

April 1st, Thereis still a good deal of pain in the lumbar region,
with soft, mushy stool.

I believe if I had used nothing but ths first trituration it would
have produced large hzemorrhoidal tumors, the large doses that I
took kept the bowels too loose. Not one of our remedies produce so
many and so siron lv marked symptoms of hamorrhoids as the
Hiseulus,

P WVINGS BY ¢. IL LEE, M. D.

Prover healthy ; : mperament nervous-sanguine.

December 26, 1853. Took one drop of the third attenuation.

Deocember 27. 11t drowsy ; tongue coated white,

December 28, Very dull and stupid . disposition to sleep all the
time ; felt weak ; very severe lancinating headache at the base of the
brain, as if too full ; white coating ou the tongue; borborygmus and
flatus which swas feetid ; abdomen swellen and tympanitic ; took two
drachms. '

December 20. Same symptoms as yesterday, with sore throat,
which was inflamed ; throat felt hot; worse on lefi side; left tonsil
very much swollen and paicful on deglutition; stools of a light brown
color and very soft—frequent, but not to extent of a diarrheea; no
appetite ; no more of the drug taken.

December 30. Samesymptoms as above, but worse; ahout 4 o’clock,
P, M., severe chill which lasted three hours; heatof the fire relieved
me; from 7 to 12 at night very high fever; pulse abont 130; no
thirst during the chill or fever, but rather an inerease of saliva; head
aches all over asif it would burst; photophobia; profuse hot perspira-
tion with the fever ; dyspneea with rapid breathing; lungs feel heavy
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and as if they were engorged ; beart’s action,very rapid and heavy—
would jar me while lying down, and eould feel the pulsation all over
the body ; my stomach felt as if it wonld fall down into the intestines;
arine seanty and of mahogany color, and as it passed through the
urethra it burned like hot water; a sore spot on the right parietal
bone, which upon pressure, felt as if & koife was piercing through ;
took no medicine to-day.

December 81. Fever gone; pulse about ninety; neck very stiff
and swollen; both tonsile swollen and of a fiery red color; difficult
deglutition ; head not aching so much, but is worse on stooping or
getting up from a chair; breathing more patural ; spitting of blood on
getting up in the morning; no cough; stools hard and dark brown;
urine not so high colored, with dark brown sediment ; took none of the
drug.

Japuary 1, 1864. I have severe shooting pains in the left temple ;
eyes of a pinkish hue; dull pain in the region of the spleen; stools
bard : no other symptoms.

January 2. Stools soft; urine yellow, with 2 thick, white mucus
sediment ; took four drops of the tincture.

Janunary 3 and 4. Appearance of heemorrhoids like ground nuts,
of a purple color; very painful, and with sensation of burning—(the
prover never had hssmorrhoids before).

January 6. Felt a dryness in the sofi palate; a fullness in the
head ; stools natural ; urine dark, some little sediment; took eight
drops.

January 8. Throat dry as if it was seraped, and swollen; borboryg-
mus; flatus feetid ; took one drachm.

January 10. Dryness of the back part of throat, severe headache
as if the head would split ; desire to pass water often, but little at a
time,

January 11. Symptoms same ag asbove; dry, burning sensation
of the fances and palate; a quantity of thick, yellow phlegm in the
mouth; tongue coated yellow; bowels loose; stools brown; urine
scanty, and dark brown, no sediment ; pulse bard and frequent; dull,
aching pain in the elbow joint of left arm ; took no more of the dreg.

January 12. Symptoms begin to diminish.

14. No symptoms.

Nervous System.—The action of this drug on the nervous system
is not yet established. 'Whether it primarily irritates the nervous
centres to the extent of causing spasms, I cannot determine. It seems
to canse a peculiar condition of the motor nerves, which is manifested
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by the paralytic sepsations, The constipation seems to me to be due
to congestion of the mucous membrane, rather than torpor of the
motor nerves

I can find no record of cases of poisoning by the horse-chestnut,
upon which to base any deductions.

Mucous Membrane.—The mucous surfaces of the air passages
and alimentary canzl, seem to be nniformly -iofluenced By the drug.
It is eminently a condition of congestive irritation, resulting in cough,
coryza, asthma, (humid) diarrheea and dysentery (bsemorrhoidal).

Glandular System,—It does not seem to affect the glands, except
the salivary, and this may be due to its local irritantaction. Ttrather
geems to repress the acute glandular seeretions in general.

Vascular System.— The chills and rigors, stupifying sleep, con-
fusion and dullness of the head, congestion of the liver and spleen,
palpitation and impeded respiration, indieate an aceumulation of blood
in the central parts of the organism.

“The burning in the eyes, fluent coryza, water in the mouth,
baroing in the throat, pausea and eructations, the evident bronchitis
and hzmorrhoidal disturbance, indicate congestion of the capillary
vessels, chiefly, we helieve, venous congestion.”—(Dr. Buchman.}

Its influence on the hamorrhoidal and portz]l system of veins is
undoubted.

General Symptoms.—Feeling of extreme illness. Great weak-
ness. Totters when walking (2). Weariness (8). Fatigued feeling,
as from a long walk. Sensation as if she would faint. General
fecling of malaise. Teeling of prostration of the whole system.

Crnicar Opservarrons.—Allopathie physicians ¢laim to find this
medicine a fonie in some instances. If the ensembdle of the symptoms
compared, it will doubtless be useful as a recuperative remedy.

Sleep,— Inclination to sleep. Yawning and stupefying sleepiness.
Constant yawning (2). Falls asleep when sitting. Sleep for a quar-
ter of an hour. Slept well. Sleeps sound, but wakes with dull
pressing pain in stomacl,

Cunicar OssErvations —The symptoms of sleep are such as
accompany torpor of the liver and digestive organs.

Fever,—Chilliness and goose-skin.  Attack of rigor, lasting ten
minutes. Cannot get warm. Rigor for half an hour. Rigors.
General perspiration. Heat in the whole body., Dull pain in the
occiput, with flashes of heat in the integuments of the oceiput, back
of the neck and sheunlders, Feel very feverish ; hands hot and dry ;
pulse 66, soft and weal ; disposition to stretch and yawn all the time ;
feeling as if I bad the ague, with weakness and lowness of spirits.
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Sensorium,—On waking cannot recoguize what she sees; kmows
not where she is,nor whence come the objects about her (2). Inward
cheerfuluess and placidity of temper. Feels miserably ; cross; dis-
inclination to perform any labor. Feels very sad. Vertigo, very
anneying, all the afternoon.

Criviesr. Omservarions.~It is homeopathic to those mental
symptoms, such as hypechondriasis, ete., which attend certain so-called
Pilious states of the system, with constipation, piles and torpor of the
iver,

Head. —Feeling as if a board were on the head. Aching in the
forehead. TFeeling as during a cold in the head. Sepsation as if
intoxicated. Confusion of the head (2), Giddiness. Vertigo, with
sensation of balancing in the head, Formication in the front of the
temple. Hecaviness in the head. Heat in the head and eyes. Head-
ache over the left eye (2). Headache over the right eye. Dull pains
in the head, here and there, chiefly in the right temple and occiput,
followed by dull stitches in the forehead and left temple. Dull pres-
sure in the forehead. Throbbing in the right frontal eminence, Fine
stitches in the left temple. Dull pain in the left temple. Sharp
pressing pain in the right temple. Dull stupefying pain in the head,
Dull pain in the occiput (8). Bruised feeling in the occiput. Heat
in the integuments of the occiput (3}, Heat extending from the
ccciput to the ears (2). Headache in the upper part of the head,
uniform and constant. A sensation of fullness and pressure, rather
than seute pain, Neuralgic pain in region of causality. Dull frontal
headache, with fluent coryza.

Cumvicar OssErvaTions.—It is homeeopathie to catarrhal, bilious,
gastric and hsemorrhoidal headaches ; also to myalgia of the muscles
of the occiput and scalp, which are so apt to oceur in dibilitated states
of the system.

Eyes,-—Burning in the interpal conthi. Burning and stinging
deep in the left orkit, as if the pain surrcunded the eye-bal). Weight
and heat in the eyes. Coldness in the left eye. Jerking in the right
eye. Quivering of the lids. Lachrymation (2). Flickering before
the eyes (2). Can see well at adistance ; ean read without spectacles,
which she could not do before. Severe smarting of the eyes.

Ears.—Burning of the ears. Heat in the occiput, extending to
the ears. ’

Nese.—Severe fluent coryza (8). Burming in the nostril. Raw
feeling throughout the whole nasal eavity. The nasal mucus becomes
watery. Thin mucns from the nose, causing o frequent use of the
pocket-handkerchief, Dry feelivg and sensation of heat in the nose,
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especially its point, as when a severe coryza is about to come on.
Disposition to sneeze. Feeling as after having taken a pinch of snuff.
Formication in the nose (3). Sensitiveness of the nasal mucous
membrane to the respired air (3). The respired air causes a feeling
of ¢coldness in the nose (2). Drawingin the right nostril, as in violent
coryza. Twisting sensation in the front part of the nose. Shooting
pain in the head. Profuse secrotion of mueus in the nostrils ; coryza
Fluent coryza with headache. Sensation of swelling of the nasal
mucous membrane, as if from taking eold,

Cuivicar, OpsErvaTioNs.—Old-school physicians have used the
Sowdered nut as a “sterutatory.” It acts specifically, in dynamic

oses, upon the nasal mucous membrane, and is ¢learly indicated in
coryza, ecatarrh, ete.

Fate—Looks ill. Pale, miserable appearance (2). Flying heat
and redness of the left side of the face (2). Burning in the left
cheek, Frequent twitching of the muscles under the left eye.

Mouth.—The taste was something like that of aloes. Bitter taste
(8). Coppery taste, acting as an astringent in the mouth and cesopba-
gus; at first bitter, then sweet. Sweetish taste (8), as after taking
Duleamara—like liquorice. Burning in the mouth (3). Biting and
stinging at the tip of the tongue. TIncreased flow of saliva (9),
producing an inelination to swallow. Tongue feeling as if ithad been
scalded, with feeling of constrietion of the fauces. Flat, slimy taste
in the mouth. Bweet taste, with yellow coated tongue. Bitter taste,
with yellowish-white coated tongue. Metallic taste in the mouth.
Soreness of the top of the tongue like that produced by ulecers.

Cumvicar. OBsErvaTioss.—It seems to cause salivation quite
uniformly. This symptom, fogether with its power of causing gastric
disturbances, would imply its usefulness in water brash with pyrosis,

Throat.—Contractive pain in the throat (2). Sortof constrieted
seraped sensation, eausing a disposition to bawk, Irritation in the
throat and esophagus. All the throat was excoriated and constricted.
Dryness and contraction of the throat. Dryness in the throat.
Burning in the throat (12), like fire, when swallowing; at one time
glight, then severe; with raw feeling. Constant shooting and raw
pain in the throat. Soraping sensation in the throat. The mueus in
the throat beeomes thinner, Hawking of thieck (2), afterwards watery
muecus. Frequent eall to expectorate mucus, which becomes watery.
The mueus in the throat excites a eough. Tickling in the throat (2),
causing a cough. Inclipation to swallow. Formication in the fauces.
Dull pressing and pricking in the fauces. Biting and stinging pain
in the fauces, Stinging and burning in the soft palate and posterior
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nares. Increased pain in the throat, after eaiing a grape. Feeling
a8 if something had lodged in the fauces, with constant inclination to
swallow. Fauces feels very dry; great irritation of the epiglottis,
that produces o dry hacking cough. Frequent neuralgic (?) pains in
the fauces. Dull pains on each side of the tonsile. Tonsils look very
dark and congested. Great congestion of tonsils and soft palate, with
congtant aching distress in them, and constant inelination to swallow,
but no enlargement of the ionsils,—(Buwsrt.) [Nore.—The latter
symptoms are partly due to the local irritant action of the drug, but
may be caused by the general action, as nsed.] Dry feeling in throat,
followed by secretion of mucus, quite like the second stages of eatarrh,
Qobatant desire to swallow, with feeling of dryness and stiffness of
the throat when swallowing. Increase of secretion from the sub-
mazillary glands. Dr. Ernst . Hofmann says that he has taken the
Zsculus h. several times; each time it produced throat difficulty
very soon after taking it; heat, dryness, smarting, desire to swallow
and inflammation,

Crmicar OssErvaTions.—Its action on the fauces and throat
strongly remind one of Tris versicolor, and Mercurins iodatus, The
practical physician will readily see that there are many conditions of
the throat, of a catarrhal, congestive, or nervous character, wherein
thie drug will prove curative.

Stomach and Gastric Symptoms.—Nausea (15). Retching (2).
Inclination to vomit. Violent vomiting. Burning in the stomach (4)
Heart-burn for half an hour. Water brash. Eructations of wind
(16) ; of mucus ; of thick muecus ; of viseid mucns (2} ; empty erue-
tations, Flying heat before the eructation, Fullness of the stomach
(8). Periodical tightness in the scrobiculus cordis, with labored
breathing, Twisting in the scrobiculus cordis. Aching 2nd rum-
bling in the stomach. Cutting stomach-ache. The aching in the
stomach extends. Comfortable feeling in the stomach, Hunger,
Flying pains in the epigasiric region. Sharp pains in the region of
the apex of the heart and stomach; Aeching pain from pit of the
stomach to right lobe of the liver. Distress in stomach. Burning
distress in stomach, with eructations of nir. Severe futrering sensa-
tion in the pit of the stomach, lasting five minutes at a time.
Weariness, with faintness at pit of stomach. Burning in stomach,
with inclination to vomit. Pain (dull, burning) in pyloric portion of
the stomach and bowels. Dull pain in cardiac portion of the stomach.
Burning in superior cardiac portion of the stomach, The burning,
aching distress in stomach is almost unendurable, making him feel
faint aud weak. Severe pain for two hours, just below the pylorie
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extremity of the stomach. The pain and distress in stomach and
bowels is attended with constant desire for stool.—(Bwrt.) Rarly in
the morning, feeling of ¢mptiness and gnawing in the stomach After
eating the stomach feels full, as if the walls were greatly thickened.
Considerable pain in the stomach for four or five hours after eating,
which continues until after taking food again, Dyspepsia. Bick
fecling in the stomach all day, with inerease of appetite.

Comvicar Omservartions. —Ttg cffects wpon the gastrie mueons
membrane are similar to those of Arsepicum, Carbo veg., Nux vomica
and Iris v. Besides the symptoms of local irritation, we have those
of areflex character. It will be found useful in sub-acute gastritis,
pyrosis, cardialgia, ete., of an idiopathic origin, but in very many
conditions of irritation duc to defective action of the liver, intestinal
derandgements and hemorrhoidal affections, Many varieties of gastrie
disorder, nsunlly denominated dyspepsia, will be treated successfully
with the Msculus hippoeastanum,

Abdomen.~—Constricted feeling in the bowels. Cramp-like con-
striction in the bowels, followed by stool (the fourth time). Griping
in the bowels (2). Cramps in the bowels. Motions, preceded by
pain in the bowels. Pinching below the navel. Fine pricking pains
around the umbilicus. Pain from the bowels to the small of the back.
Burning in the bowels. Pressing downwards in the abdomen. Rum-
bling in the bowels, half an hour, without pain, Distention of the
abdemen. Pain in the hypochondria, through to the back, espeeially
on inspiration, Tearing pain iv the right side, above the hip, deeply
seated. Stitches in the /gf side.  Fine stitching in the Jgt hypo-
chondrium. Cutting in the Zg2 inguinal region, Rumbling in the
hypogasirium. Flying pains in the bowels. Colicky pains in the
nmbilicus, and severe cutting pains in apus. Burning in nmbilical
region. Dull aching in wmbilical region, with severe headache.
Distress in umbilieal and hypogastric region, with urgent desire for
stool, and rumbling in bowels. The pains in the abdomen are gener-
ally attended with painin the stomach and desire for stool. Neuralgic
pain in right inguinal region,

Cruucar OsssrvaTions.—It affects the intestines similarly to
Aloes, Leptandria, Nux vomica and Sulphur. The pathologieal
condition is not so much jnflammation, as capillary congestion, result-
ing in torpor of the functions of the mucous membrane. It may
prove useful in certain forms of colic, of the congestive or flatulent
character.

Liver, etc.—Colic, with pinching pains in s¢ght hypochondrinm.
Stitches in right hypoehondrium. Flying pain in right lower lobc of
liver (8). Dull aching pains in the réght hypochondriac region and
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region of the gall-bladder. (This pain was persistent through the
whole proving.) The pains in the liver are aggravated by walking,
Aching in right lobe of liver, and between the shoulders along the
dorsal region, While and soft stool.

Curicat OnseevaTioNs.—Dr. Burt thinks it almost entirel
guspends the action of the liver, and arrests the secretion of bile. If
white stools are proof, it may be so. Ii seems to cause about the
same condition as Aloes, Leptandria, Mercury, Carbo veg., ete. It
seems to cause primarily what those drugs caunse secondarily. Tt
may cause such intense congestion of the liver, as to suspend its
secretory functions, It causes a group of symptoms, namely, faint-
ness at the stomach, pain in liver, haemorrhoids, etc., which indicate
torpor and congestion (passive) of the portal system.

Rectum and Stools,—Eructations of wind, with desire to go to
stool. Three moderate feecal evaenations balf an hour afier taking
the drug, Tour loose evacuations within a quarter of an hour. In
two hours several thin evacuations. In iwo hours after taking the
drug, two moderate evacuations. Constant urging to stool, after two
hours. Pressure in the rectum, with desire to go to stool. Ineffect-
nal efforts to stool. Difficult scanty stool. Difficult hard stool,
followed by burning and constriction in the rectum. Constriction in
the rectum (2). Itching in the anus (2); with raw feeling. Stool
of a mized character. Two liquid motions, preceded by griping.
Motions preceded by pinching in the bowels. TFrequent ezpulsion of
flatus (2). The usual stool did not take place (2). No stool (first
two days). On the third day of proving, very hard and dry stool at
7 a. m, followed by colicky pain in umbilicus, and severe cutting pains
in apus. On the fourth day, constant desire for stool, which, when
voided, was very hard, dry, knotty and difficult. No stool on fifth
day, 8ixth day, hard stool, followed by profepsed feeling of the anus.
Seventl day, no stool. Natural steol on eighth day. Ninth day,
urgent desire for stool, with rumbling in the bowels, all day. Stool
was very large, hard and difficult, followed hy severe pain in the anus,
with a feeling as if a portion of the anus was protruding, accompan.
ied with dull paing in umbilical and hypogastric region. This feeling
lasted all night and antil late the next morning, with a severe back-
ache in the lower part of the lumbar and saeral region. Tenth day,
stool hard. Eleventh day, the stool was first black and hard, the last
portion about the natural consistence, but almost white as milk.
(« Showing that the secretion of bile wasalmost suspended.”—Burt.)
Twelfth day, stool about the natural consistence, followed by prolapsed
feelin of the anus. Thirteenth day, stool natural consisience, but
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very white. Fourteenth day, stool very hard and difficult. Fifteenth
day, two soft stools, without giving relief to the desire for stools.
Sixteenth day, stool very black and soft, The last few days of the
proving the stools were soft and mushy. [From the crude drug]—
(Burt)) Constant tendency to diarrheea for two days ; almosi constant
inclination to stool, but without any, or very slight, evacuations.
Dryness and itching in the rectum, with feeling of stiffness of the
skin and 2djacent cellular tissues, continuing for several days. Diar-
rheea the day after a dose of 20 grs, of the first dee. irit. Diarrheea
of ingesta. For several days following there was a sensation as if
the mucous membrane of the rectum was thickened, obstrweting the
passage of faxces. Dryness of the passage for several days, followed
by a secretion of moisture. Soreness of the rectum, with a feeling
a8 if something would pass off all the time. Dry, uncomfortable
feeling in the rectum, which feels as if it were filled with small sticks.
Desire for a passage from the bowels without result. Desire to
remain at stool a long time, with straining. Execessive drymess of
the rectum, with feeling of heat. Nausea immediately, with ineffect-
ual atiempts to evacuate the howels. Teecling in the rectum as
theugh folds of the mucous membrane obstructed the passage, and as
if, were the effort continued, the rectum would protrude. Soreness
of the rectum, with inereased secretion of mucus.—(Boyce.) Pres.
gure in the reetum, with inclination to stool, with empty eructations.
Copious, soft stool, followed by burning, and a feeling of swelling
and constrietion of the rectum. Soreness, aching and fullness of the
rectum. Appearance of Lamorrhoids, like ground nuis, of a purple
color, very painful, and with a sensation of burning. (The prover,
Dr. Lee, never had haemorrhoids before.)

CrimicaL OBsErvaTioNs.—Probably no agent in the whole range
of the Materia Medies, produces sueh an array of symptoms relating
to the rectum and its tissues, as the Hsenlus hippocastanum. It may
he well in this place to offer some remarks relating to the sphere of
action of this medicine. A eareful study of its pathogenesis would
lead us to one of two counelusions: (@) that it affected the whole
system of mucows membranes in a peeuliar mapuer, citing up therein
congestion (venous) with irritation, and that this action was the cause
of the whole phenomena, or () that the starting point of its action
was in the portal system, the circulation of which is deranged in a
peculiar and profound manner, and from this cause proceeded the
gastric, hepatie, intestinal and rectal symptoms. It is difficult to
bold to one explanation, to the exclusion of the other. I leave it to
those who are fond of speeulative medicine to unravel and analyze its
action, It is a satisfaction to the investigating physician to know
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the pathological conditions caused by the remedy be presecribes, but
in the present state of that seience it is not possible. The symptoms
of Asculus are so graphic and unvarying, that if we preseribe it for
such symptoms we shall not be disappointed in effecting a cure, if we
do not know the cause of the condition for which we administer it
Tts aymptoms of * rectum ” and “ stools " are quite similar to those
of Aloes. It does not seem to cause profuse cvacmations; they are
not thin, watery or bilious, but generally papescent, natural in color,
or white. It requires large doses to prove laxative. It differs from
Aloes in not causing bilions stools. But it will be noticed, that
whether the stools be wanting, hard and difficult, or loose and easy,
any attempt at stool, or any evacuation, is invariably followed by the
peculiar uncomfortable sensations of constriction, protrusion, fullness,
aching, dryness, tching, pricking, tenesmuss, pains, etc., in the rectum
and anus, alse in the back. No other drug has these sympioms so
prominently. The Msculus is certainly capable, under the law of
stmilia, of becoming one of our most valuable remedies in many
diseases of the lower intestines,

Bince the appearance of the provings of Msculus in the first
edition of * New Remedies,” a large amount of testimony in favor of
its value in haemorrhoidal affections, has appeared in nearly all the
various journals, Dr. Richard Hughes writes: * My experience
with it here, (in heemorrhoidal affections) has been very satisfactory.
It accords with the pathogenetic indications in defining the kind of

iles against which /Erculus is useful. There is little tendency to

amorrhage, but much severe fullness and bearing down, with consti-
pation. It acts but in those cases where the orthedox Nux and
Sulphur seem indicated, but as sometimes happens, fail to cure. I
have found it curative in both acute and chronic cases,” Dr. Hughes
gives one particularly interesting case, in which this remedy, pre-
seribed in the 2d decimal dilution, gave great and permanent relief.
The symptoms as related by the patient were,—*I am about forty-
oight years of age. I first began to suffer when thirieen years old,
I fancy, from being one of the great number of girls with small
accommodation, hence waiting and costiveness, the bowels onl
relieved once a week or so. I should say that constipation is herec{
itary on both sides. For afew years I was constantly taking medicine
to relieve the bowels, The pain was nothing particular, and there
was but a small protrusion. DMatters grew worse from the age of
twenty-five to that of thirty-four, when I was attacked with the first
dreadful, very dreadful, pain. T could not sit, stand or lie. The
only possible position was kneeling. This lasted for many weeks in
the winter, in the summer it was, as always, better, For about two
years the pain was bad, off and on. T then used leeches, which eased
the severe pain, but still it was bad, The next very severe attack
was in 1862, It lasted for weeks and retuwrned in 1868, The pain
was like a knife sawing backwards and forwards, almost a martyrdom
for agony. I took Belladonna, Pulsatilla, Aconite and Mercurius,

* British Journal of Hommopathy, M. 22, page 243
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with ne benefit, Was recommended some stuff to apply, which
relieved a little, Again in 1864 things became very %a ; much
pain, the bowels always waiting to be relieved.” In the November
of that year I was consulted by this lady. I preseribed Asculus
hippocastanum, in the second centesimal dilution, three drops to be
taken in & wineglass-full of water, morning and evening. Her report .
continues—* I took the Hsculus. At the end of one week I was o
degree better ; after another better still, and so on for 2 month. At
the end of this time I was wonderfully better, The medicine seemed
to relieve the bowels, and cause the protrusion to be soft. I left it
off for a time, and when the pain returned again badly, took the
medicine and became relieved. I bave taken ncarly a bottle (two
drachms) since November, on and off. T only take it when I am bad
and cannot sleep for pain. The protrusion always remains. I feel so
grateful to you for the advice and relief given me.” I have written
to recommend this lady to take this medicine regniarly, and have
every hope of its effecting an entire cure.

Dr. Richard Hughes subsequently reported the following:

“In the last number of this journal, I narrated a case in
which Fscudus had gone far to cure a case of painful heemorrhoids of
many years’ standing. Since the publication of the above, I have
heard again from the patient. She writes, ‘I have now taken the
Esculus as before,’ three drops of the 2d dilution in water twice
daily, *for another month, and may fairly call myself well. I have
no pain, and the protrusion is nothing but a fabby piece of skin.
Should the symptoms ever return, I shall fly to the medicine, but I
hope wever to require it.’

* The two following cases illustrate its efficacy in the acute form
of the disease:

1. Richard S-—, =t 20, called upon me one day, stating that he
had been suffering with piles for a week. The. bowels were rather
costive, but there was no bleeding. His health is good. ¥ gave him
nine drops of Fscufus®, in three ounces of water, a dessert-spoonful
to be taken three times a day. By the time he had taken half the
bottle, (¢. e. in about thirty-six hours) all symptoms ef piles had
vanished and he discontinued the medicine.

“2, Mrs. F—, 2t 60. Years ago was a martyr to hamorrhoids,
Each attack would last from six to ten months, doring which time she
could rarely leave the recumbent posture. Since adopting homceo-
pathy, the bowels had acted with much greater regularity, and the
heemorrhoidal attacks had been absent. On May 22d T wae called to
see her. 1 found her in bed, suffering intensely from several large
piles, which seemed quite to block up the rectum. The bowels had
been confined for several days in the preceding week ; and on the 20th
the old heemorrhoidal symptoms had supervened, and were increasing
in intensity. There was little or no bleeding. She anticipated many
weeks of suffering. I gave her a drop of Esculus®, every four
hours, Next morning there was improvement rather than the reverse.
On the 24th she was decidedly better. She said, ¢ Are you giving
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me an aperient ! my bowels are acting so comfortably,’ On the 25th
she was well and about the house, and I took my leave.

“ These cases illustrate also the precise form of the disease for
which Fsculus is specific. When the piles are only secondary to
existing portal or other intra-abdominal congestion, it will probabl
- be inferior to Nux and Sulphur. When they are associated wit
symptoms of varicosis elsewhere, and bleed much, Hamamelis will
be a betterremedy. But when the only connected symptoms or appre-
ciable cause is constipation, and there is much pain butﬁittle bleeding,
HAsculus secems pretty likely to cure.

Dr. C. H. Lee relates the following : “ 1 wascalled, a few months
ago, to see a man, suffering intensely from hemorrhoids. He could
not sit in a chair, walk, nor lie on his back, The only way he was
relieved was by lying on his face. The tumors, three in number,
protruded out in the shape of ground nuts, about three-guarters of
an inch in length, of a blne-purple color. There were sharp, shooting,
cutting pains, through them, running up into the saerum; severe
aching pain in the back. He was always troubled with constipation,
not having a passage from his bowels from three to four days, for a
few years back. He is of 2 nervo-sanguine temperament, I admin-
istered the crude tineture of Fsculus hippoc., a powder, to be taken
every hour, until better, On taking the first powder, he exclaimed—
*Oh'! Doctor, that’s the awfulest medicine I ever took,” After takin
the third powder, he sent word that he felt hetter. He continue
taking the powders every two honrs. In two days after, he was well
and walking around town. His bowels since bave become more
natural and move every day.

I had also another case with the same symptoms, only mueh worse,
patient very much prostrated and losing flesh. Gave him the same
remedy and he was cured. In neither case has there been a return
of the complaint.

Dr. George Logan says: “1 have used this remedy in several
cases of haemorrhoids, with remarkable effeet. The cases were of
recent origen, {(blind Eiles) a fold of mucous membrane protruding to
the size of an ounce bullet. Gave five drops of the tincture every
two hours, and used an ointment of the same to the tumor, afterwards
returning it, directing the patients to return it whenever it protruded.
The first day the effect is not very decided, but in two or three days
it is very marked indeed."

Dr. A. A. Bancroft, of De Witt, Mich., reports two cases.

Case I. The first patient, a lady aged forty-three, had been
treated by allopaths and eclectics for twelve years without any relief.
Confined to her bed most of the time. Tooked more like 2 dead
ﬁerson than a live one. Had constant pain across the small of her

ack, with & dragging, bearing down sensation that produced great
faintness on standing. Bleeding constantly kept hor reduced. (ave
hor ZEsculus hly, six drops in a tumbler $wo thirds filled with water,
to be taken once in three to four hours during the day. Treated for
twenty days and cured.
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Case I1. Patient, a tanner, aged fifty. Had piles of twenty

ﬁears standing ; badly protruded, Great weakness most of the time.

ot able to labor. Gave him Zscwlus . 1hv, three drops three times
a day. Treated three weeks and discharged cured,

Dr. T. €. Duncax reports the following :

April 34, 1865, Mr. F., =t 28, musculo-bilious temperament, a
fireman, is suffering with the following marked symptoms :

An intolerable, burning, itching, stinging pain, with a feeling of
fullness at the anus. These are not present only during motion.
They are brought on by walking a few blocks, when they inerease in
violence, obliging him to rub and press upon the anus or sit down,
His bowels, though inclined to be costive, move regularly once daily.
Appetite good, and he feels perfectly well, except during motion,
These symptoms have annoyed him for about three years ; prior to that
ﬁime he enjoyed good hecalth. His countenance is mow pale and

aggard.

g%lose examination revealed no hamorrhoidal tumors obstructing
the rectum, but the mucous membrane was rather highly injected, and
the sphincter ani unduly constricted. I prescribed Nuz vomica?,
four pellets to be taken every two hours.

8th. Bowels less costive, but the other symptoms remain {he same,
Nuz® as before,

T1th. No better. Hamamelis®, to be taken in the same manner.

May 11. No improvement. While taking the last remedy his
bowels moved freely, and the other symptoms were somewhat relieved.
But for the last three weeks he has been worse than before.

While making a proving of the Fsculus kipp., all of these symp-
toms were present in a very marked manner, which led me to conelude
that this remedy was homeeopathic to the case.  Accordingly I pre-
scribed Esculus kipp.®, four pellets to be taken every two hours.

26th. Much improved. e fecls the sympioms only occasionally,
Bseulus hipp.® as” before.

June 13th. Reports himself entirely relieved,

Nov. 28th. Has had no return of the symptoms. Feels like
a new man,

In true hemorrhoids I find it much better for the “blind ” than
for the « bleeding ”’ ones.

It appears to be indicated in the following conditions:

Constipation, when accompanied with lowness of spirits, vertigo,
gastric derangements, hamorrhids, hard, large and difficult stools,
eter  {Nux, Collinsonia. Sulph.)

Diarrhea, when the evacuations are papescent, mushy, white, or

-natural in color, but always accompanied with severe lumbar and
sacral pain, weakness, tenesmus, or very unpleasant sensations (see
above) in the rectum and anus, also hamorrhoids, ete. It has cured
Chronic diarrhes. (Aloes, Podoph., Iris v., Merc.)

Hamorrhoids, The indications for Hseulus in this disease are
80 fully given in the provings, that a repetition is not necessary. The
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following additional elinical cases, illustrating its curative power in this
condition, are taken from various journals.

Case I, P.—Have been subject for several years to occasional
attacks of hemorrhoids, attended with little hamorrbage, although
considerable pain, aching, swelling, and rigid hardness of the rectum.
The paroxysms usually accompany constipation. The pain commences
about an hour after an evacuation, and continues from two to six hours.

About ten grains of the crude nut, finely pulverized, were placed
in a balf-ounce vial of aleoho] and water, in equal parts. Of this ten
or twelve drops were taken nearly every evening for about five weeks
—commencing August 11, 1860,

The piles were uniformly relieved after three or four doses.
{bserved on two or three oceasions, that when the remedy was dis-
continued for a few days, the symptoms soon returned. It is now
four months sinee all symptoms of the disease disappeared No
other effects were discovered.

Case II, R.—Had been suffering severely from hamorrhoids for
ten or twelve days, with a constipated state of the bowels, and severe
pain in the tumors—making it very unpleasant to stand cn my feet
or walk, Also more or less nausea, loss of appetite, furred tongue,
a sensation of fullness about the naval, flatulent paing in the howels,
and very dark stools. About two weeks previous to the attack of
haamorrioids, bad a severe attack of billicus colie, which was relieved
by Coloeynth, Chamomilla and Mereurius sal.

On the morning of June 18, 1860, took 200 pellets of the sixth
centesinial attenuation of Asculus. The only symptom referable to
the drug was irritation of the throat and esophagus—a sort of con-
stricted, scraped sensation, causing a disposition to hawk, This
oceurred about an hour after taking the drug, and continued for
several hours,

Continued the remedy for several mornings in succession. The
piles are entirely relieved; the bowels act regularly ; the appetite
fuir ; nausea and flatulence gone ; and, in short, enjoy my nsual stan-
daxd of health,

Dr. L. B. Wells, of Utiea, bas employed this remedy in 2]l cases
of hsemorrhoids oecurring in his practice during the past two years, and
generally with very good resuls.

Dr. Wm. M. Cuthhert, in N. A. Journal for February, 1864, says -
«T proved the drug to & limited extent on my own person, not being
subject to piles, using the first potency. The effects produced being
a painful weakness of the loins, with dull, aching pain, acconpanted
by severe tumors around the anus. These symptoms becoming so
s¢vere as to interfere with professiounal duties, I was reluctantly com-
pelled to end the proving, and one dese of Nux vomica antidoted in
a few hours all the painful symptoms, since which I have experienced
none of them.”

(lases referred to by Dr. Cuthbert :

1. Man; aged 37 ; mechanic. One dose of third potency not
ouly entirely relieved the piles, but also enabled him to lay off a truss
whieh he had worn for years for an inguinal hernia.
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2. Mrs, M. Piles (protruding at times) of ten years’ standing,
cured with three doses. It is now three years since, and she has
never had any symptoms of it in that time.

8. Mr. B. External piles. Prompily cured with one dose;
Nuxz vomieca never having any effect.

4. Mr. L. Blind bleeding piles of twenty years’ standing, cnred
with three doses, one every two weeks.

A cerate has been prepared from the Esculns, which has been
found o very efficacious and convenient external application to pile
tumors,

A writer in the American Homeopathic Qbserver, signing him-
self R. S, reports the following cases :

Case I. Mrs. H. A German woman, mother of four children,
constitution impaired by allopathic purgatives and emetics, has had
hamorrhoids for twelve years. Nox vomica kad given some relief.
They were always troublesome during pregaaney. A small quantity
of Asculus hippocastanum eured her.

Oase 1L Mrs. W. Mother of five children, robuat and energetic,
thought heemorrhoids to be * 2 part of her being;” did not mention
them as a disease. She conld aot sit or lic down with ease. Had
to be questioned closely bafore she swoned them., 'While bleeding
ghe got some relief. Cured by /Fsculus hippocastanum, after a two
week’s trial of Collinsonia, -vhich gave po relief. I prescribed
globules, saturated with the mother tineturc, four times a day for a
week,

My colleagues and myself, in this city, have used the Asculus,
with good results, in severe casesof piles. Itseoms to act curatively
in almost any attenuation. '

Fissure of the anus, or fissured ulcer of the recium. The Bseu-
lus has many symptoms which ar¢ found in this very painful and
intractable malady. If it is not homeopathic to the ulcer itself, it
is to nearly all the conditions which precede and attend it, and may
be able to remove such concomitant conditions, and thus allow the
ulcer to close in a healthy manner. In this way aet Iguatia, Nux
vomica, Aloes and Plumbum, while Nitric acid, Arsenic and Sulphur
are specific against the ulceration itself, '

Stricture of the rectum may be organic or functional. The former
consisting of a thickening of the tissues of the tube, the latter of a
spasmodic disorder of the circular muscular fibres. Hsculus appears
to be homaopathic to both conditions, and may be preseribed for them
with considerable confidence.

Prolapsus ani ought to be cured with Asculus ns well as with
Ignatia, Nux, Mercurius, or Nitrie acid and Podoph.

Dysentery, especially when caused by hemorrhoidal irritation,
and when confined to the rectum. Also many diseasesof contiguouns
tissus ought to come under the curative sphere of Asculus.

Urinary Organs.—Shooting pain in orifice of urethra. Urging to

urinate at short intervals, Urine very high colored
4



50 NEW REMEDIES,

Genital Organs of Men.—No particular symptoms have been
noticed, yet if the provings had been persisted in long enough, those
derangements which are usually the concomitants of piles, constipa-
tion, ete., would doubtless have appeared, namely : seminal emissions,
disease of prostate, ete.

Genijial Organs of Women.—Lcucorrheea. Burning in mamme.

Crnicar. OBsERvaTIONS.—It i3 safe to assort that all those fune-
tional and organic derangements of the uterus which may be caused
by piles and irritation of the rectum, would be brought on by 2
continued proving of this drug. It will doubtless prove a curative
remedy in certain cases of uterine congestion, prolapsus, retroversion,
dysmenorrheea, congestion of cervix, ete,

Laryax.,—Hoarse voice; speaking brings on a cough. Short
eough, increased by swallowing and breathing deeply. The mucus
in the throat excites a congh (2). Tickling in the larnyx, causing a
cough with mucus expeetoration. Cough from irritation. Dry
cough. Repeated cough. Dryness in the larnyx. Frequent call
to expoctorate mucus, which becomes watery. Pressure in the
throat-pit, as if something had stuck there which required to be
expelled. Dryness of larnyx, with tickling, scraping feeling of the
laryngo-pharyngeal mucous membrane.  Sensation of dryness and
stiffness of the glottis, and all the pharyngeo-laryngeal mucous
membrane,

Crinicar OBsERvaTIoNs.—Dr. Buchmann states that he sueceeded
in curing radically a chronic cough, with emaciation, which had lon
been treated without effect, by the daily administration of as mue
powdered nut as would lie on the point of a kpife: It seems likely
to grove useful in some form of catarrhal larypgitis, laryngeal cough,
and perhaps those coughs dependent on hepatic disorders.

Lungs.-Hot fecling in the chest, with cold rising up (2). Burn.
ing and heat in the chest. Raw feeling ih the throat and chest (2},
Warm feeling in the chest. Shooting peins in the sternum. Pains
in the sternum, as if a piece were torn out of the chest. Sudden
stitches throughout the chest. Pain in the right scapula, and in the
left side of the chest, increased on ipspiration. Rheumatic pain in
the right scapula. On the right side of the chest a semsation as if
the lung painfully moved up and down at each respiration (2). In-
crease of the pain on drawing a deep inspiration. Pain in the chest,
alternating with pain in the abdomen. Stitches leave the left side
of the chest and go to the right. Twitching from the chest to the
left shonlder. Tightoess in the chest (6). Labored breathing (2).
Palpitation of the heart {4); severe, periodic, frequent, with great
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anguish, Neuralgic pain in region of the heart, lasting one minute.
Neuralgic painin region of apex of the heartand stomach. Ocoasional
nenralgic pains in region of the apex of the heart and stomach.
Severe neuralgio pains in region of the heart, so painful as to arrest
the breathing, lasting ten minuvtes. Frequent stitches in region of
the heart. Thull aching, uwrning pain in region of the heatt for haif
an hour, pulse 66, soft and regular. (Burt)

Crimicar Osservarions.—The pains and sensations in the region
of the heart, felt by Dr. Burt, are quite notable. Were they in the
heart itself, in the museles of the cheat, or in the esophagns? The
“neuralgic” paing may have been myalgic, the burmng, in the
esophagus; the stitches in the intercostal muscles. Yet I do not
doubt that the Asculus is as capable of curing functional derange.
ment of the heart, as Nux vomica or Belladouna. In Burt'sproving,
however, no alteration in the rhythm of the pulse, and ne palpitation
were observed. It may, perhaps, prove curative in sympathetic
heart-affections, caused by hmmorrhoids. portal congestion or dys-
pepsm.

Back.—Pains in the small of the back, and lame feeling. Pain
extending from the abdomen to the small of the back (2). Weari-
ness in the small of the back. Tearing pain in the back. Yameness
and scosation as if strajned in the right lumbar region, extending to
the gluteal museles, Heat in the back of the neck and shoulders.
Weariness in the back of the neek. Lameness in the back of the
neck (2). Dull aching pain in the small of the back, very much
aggravated by walking. Severe dull aching paia in the Zumdar
region, Severe headache all night. Weariness in the small of the
back, also tearing pain in the small of the back and bips when walking.
Violent aching in the back, with prostration. Great desire for stool,
and walking is almost impossible. 1Tt is almost impossible to get up
after sitling, owing to the pain (lameness) of the back, C(enstant
backache, affeeting the sacrum and hips, aggravated by walking or
stooping. Severe pain in the back and hips when getting up, going
off after moving a minute or two. Aching in dorsel region. Back
feels very stiff when moving. Backache, with aching in legs and
knees, Aching between the shoulders.

Crimcar Oeservamions.—No medicine is so clearly homceopathic
1o those lumbar and sacral pains, ete., which aceompany hssmorrhoidal
affections, and are erroneously called rheumatism, lumbago, ete.

Dr. Neidhard writes : “In a case of curvature of the spine, the

pains caused by it were entirely cured by the tineture of ‘Esenlus b.,
five drops morning and evening.”

Upper Extremities.—The arm and hand of the left side become
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of the feet, Cobstant jerking in the right arm. Paralysis of the
right arm—eannot raise it.

Cuvicar OpservaTions.—As an amalogue of Nux vomica, 1
suppose the Esculus to irritate the spinal cord. It veems to act,
however, in a manner somewhat different from Nux. It scems, pri-
marily, to exhaust the vitality of the cord, or in some way causc a
torpor in its functions. In this way it may be homaeopathic to para
lytic affections of the upper extremities.

Lower Extremities,—Severe aching in the knees, with aching in
the lumbar and sacral regions. ZLegs ache severcly, with great
weariness,

Cumicar OBsERvaTIONs.—(See remarks above.) It is homeeo-

pathic to many of those painful seusations in the lower extremities
due to hemorrhoidal affections,

AGAVE AMERICANA.

(American Aloe.)

Anarocugs: Lime juice, Lemon juice, Citric acid, Kali chlor.,
Natrum muriaticum.

Botanicar Descrirrion.—This is an evergreen succulent plant,
sometimes called the century plant, and by the natives of Mexico, the
Maguey. [t is found growing in Flerida, Mexzico, and other parts of
tropical America. It bearsa strong resemblance to the plants of the
genus Aloe, with which it is sometimes confounded.

The root and leaves, when cut, furnigsh a saccharine juice, which
may be converted into syrup and sugar by evaporation, and into a
vibous liquor by fermentation, The natives of Mexico manufacture
from it their favorite drink~the Pulgue—which is capable of causing
considerable intoxication.

The juice of the Maguey contains a large amount of vegetable
and saccharine matter, and is of itself sufficiently nutritious to sus-
tain a persop for several days. It delights in a dry sandy seil, and
ean be cultivated where nothing but the eactus will grow. The
cortical portion near the root may he eaten, when cooked by roasting.
The white internal portion is the edible part. Dr, Perrin has seen
muleteers use it for food, and they seem to be very fond of it. He
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was informed upon good authority, that several tribes of Indians in
New Mexico make use of it in the same manner,

The juice, when evaporated to the consistence of a soft extract,
forms a lather with water, and is sometimes employed as a substitute
for soap. The fresh juice is said to be diuretic, lazative and em-
menagogue.

So far, only the juice of the roasted leaves has been -used as a
remedial agent. The fresh root, or a tincture prepared from it, may
possess valuable medicinal qualities, The same virtues may exist in the
leaves, as it is well known that cooking deprives some plants and
roots of their poisonous qualities.

Crinicar. OBservaTions,—Dr. Perrin, U. S. A, staticned at Fort
McIntosh, in Tezas, havivg many cases of scurvy to treat, and finding
the usual allopathic routine ineffectual, was led to make ipquiry as fo
the domestic remedies in use among the natives. Among others, his
attention was called to the Maguey, and be reports® to the Surgeon
General the following cases, in which the drug was relied on.

“Private Turhy, of Company G, kst U, 8. Infantry, was admitted
into bospital March 25th, in the following state: Countenance pale
and dejected, gums swollen and bleeding; left leg, from ankle to
groin, covercd with dark purple blotches; leg swollen, paioful, and
of stony hardness; pulse small and feeble; appetite poor; bhowels
constipated. He was placed upon Lime juice, diluted and sweetened
0 a9 to make an agreeable drink, in as large quantities as hig stomach
would bear, Dict generous as could be procured, consisting of fresh
meat, milk, eggs, ete.; vegetables could not be procured.

April 11th. His condition was but slightly improved. He was
then placed upon the expressed juice of the Maguey, in doses of two
fluid ounces, three times daily ; same diet eontinued.

April 17th.  Countenance. no longer dejected, but bright and
cheerful ; purple spots almost entively disappeared. Arose from
his bed and walked across the hospital unassisted. Medicine con-
tinued.

May 4th. 8o much improved as to be able to return to his
company quariers, where he was accordingly sent. Medicine con-
tinued,

May 7th. Almost entirely well.”

“ Private Hood, Company G., Ist U. S, Infantry, was admitted
into hospital April 10th. His general condition did not differ much
from Private Turby’s. He bad been on the sick report for eight
days; had been taking Citric acid drinks, but grew gradually worse
p to the time of his admission, when he was placed upon lime juice
until the 13th, at which time no perceptible change had taken place,
Ou that date he commenced the use of the expressed juice of the
Maguey. Same diet as in case above described.

* N. T. Jourpsal of Aledicing, 1858,
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May 21st. General state so much improved that he was sent to
his company quarters.

May 22d. Well; returned to duty,

Eleven cases, all milder in form than the two just related, were
continued npon the lime juice; diet the same. On the 21st of April
they exhibited evidences of improvement, but it was nothing when
compared with the cases under the use of the Maguey. Seven cases
were under treatment during the same time, making use of Citric
acid. On the 21st of April no one had improved, and three were
growing worse. At this time so convineed was I of the preat supe-
riority of the Maguey over either of the other remedies employed,
that I determined to place all the patients upon that medicine, The
result has proved cxzeeedingly gratifying, Kvery case bas improved
rapidly from that date. The countenance, so universally dejected
and despairing in the patient affected with scurvy, is brightened up by
contentment and hope in two days from the time of its introduction.
The most marked evidences of improvement were observable at every
suecegsive visit. From observing the effects of the Magney in the
cases which have occurred in this command, T am compelled to place
it far above that remedy, which, till now, has steod above every other
—~the lime juice. The maoner in which I used it was as follows:—
The leaves are cut off close to the root. They are placed in hot ashes
until thoroughly cooked, when they are removed, and the juice
expressed. The expressed juice is then strained, and may be used
thus, or may be sweetened. It may be given in doses of from 2 oz.
to 3 oz. three times daily. The use of the leaf in this way, I belicve,
will ward off, most effectualiy, incipient scorbutus.”

ALETRIN FARINOSA,

(Star-Grass.}

AnavroGues : Chelona, Frasera, Helonias, Populus, Hydrastis.

Boranwcar Deserierion. —Root, perennial, small, black outside,
brown inside, ramose, exaoked, Radical leaves, from six to twelve,
spreadicg on the ground like a star, but all unequal in size, sessile,
lanceolate, entire, very smooth, membranaceous, with many longitudi-
nal veins, sometimes caniculate, very sharp at the end. They are of
a pale green or glaucous, and bleach in winter, or by drying. The
longest are four inches. Stewm, from one to two feet high, very sim.
ple and upright, scapiform or nearly naked, with remote secales,
whitish and pressed, sometimes changing into leaves, subulate, acute.
Flowers white, forming a long, slender, scattered spike. Each flower
has a minute bract and very short pedicel; shape oblong, spreading
into six acute segments like a star, at the top; the outside has a
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wealy rugose appearance. Six short staming are inserted near the
mouth ; anthers cordate. Glerm, one, central, (not inferior) pyramidal.
Style, one sepsrable into three. Capsules triangular, clothed by the
perigones, triangular, three valved at the top, three celled and with
many central minute seeds. {Rafinesque.)

The genus Aletris takes-its name from a Greek word, which
gignifies «* a slave who grinds corn.” The name is applied in allusion
to the apparent mealiness dusted over the blossems. .

This genus includes two species—the A, farinosa, and A. aurea,

The A. farinosa is the one used in medicine. The name **star-
grass ” is also applied to several other plants, namely, the Helonias
dioiea, the Hypoxis, and others. The Aletris far. is designated
by many common names, as Blazing star, Aloe-root, Bettie grass,
Unicorn-root, Agne.root, Ague-grass, Star-root, Devils-bit, ete, But
all these names are also applied to the Helonias divica, (Chamselirium
luteum. Gray.) and other plants, so that there is no reliance to be
placed upon the collections of uneducated plant-gatherers, or the
preparations of the druggists. For homeeopathic uses, the plants or
roots should be examined by a scientific botanist before they are used
in our phermacics,

History.—This species has a wide range, being found from New
England to Georgia, and west to Kentucky and Missouri. The
Aletris aurea is limited to a range from New Jersey to the Carolinag,
The A. farinosa is abundant at the South, and always confined
to dry and poor soil, in sunvy glades and fields. It is unknown to
the rich limestome soil, and alluvial regions, In the West it is con-
fined to the hilly glades, open prairies, and borders of the knob-hills,
It is estival, blossoming in June and July. The 7ot is the part
employed, and being small, does not afford muck hopes to become an
article of trade. (Rafinesque)

I have guoted Rafinesque becanse he was the first medical botanist
who gave a correct account of this plant. I am satisfied that much
of the tincture used in medicine is made from the Aletris and Helo-
nias indicriminately.

Rayinesque says the root contains an intensely bitter emulsive
resin, soluble in alcobol, somewhat similar to Aloes, but less cathar-
tic. This bitter prineciple is alse parily soluble in water. The
tingture is rendered wilky by water. Aletrin is prepared from the
root, and is supposed o contain its active medicinal prineiples, but it
is not a reliable preparation.

Orricinar  PreParations.—Tinctures and triturations of the
root, and the atienuations,
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Generat Errects.—No proving of this plant has yet appeared,
and the clinical experience of ourschool is very meagre. The eclectic
school, however, speak highly of its value,

“In the recent siate, and in large doses, it is considerably narcotic,
with emetic and cathartic properties. When dried these properties
are destroyed, and it becomes a bitter tonic.” (King.)

““The Aletris ie tonie, stomachie, nareotic, diseutient, emet;c,
cathartic and expectorant. In larpe doses it is said to produce
pauses, vomiting, purging, dizziness and other unpleasant effects,
which would seem to indicate that it is possessed of acro-narcotic
properties.” (J. and S. Mat. Med) “1TIt is believed that no Amer-
jcan plant exceeds the Aletiis in intense and permanent bitterness.
In this respect it is not inferior to aloes or quassia, Tt seems to be
a pure bitter, having also some emetic and cathartic properties. As
a tonie stomachie, it is not surpassed by auy of our indigenous plants,
and for this purpose it is extensively employed as a popular remedy
and in regular practice, It has long been held in high repute
among the Indians. There is some reason to believe that it possesses
parcotic properties. Rafinesque, who secmns to have experimented a
good deal with it, says, that « only small deses must be vsed, because
large ones produce nausea, dizziness and narcotic effects, and that the
powdered root should not be given in larger doses than twelve grs.
Its uses are the same as gentian and guassia, In some parts of the
country it is used by botanics as a remedy for dropsy, dysentery and
eolic, 'We regard it as an alterative tonie, very similar to Hydrastin.”
—(Prof. Lee)) Itis highly probable that a thorough proving of this
medicine would develop its value, and make it almost an equal with
Helonias, or perhaps China, although it does not appear to possess
the anti-periodic properties of the latter drug. Tt has, however, some
reputation in Intermittents, zod one of the common mames of the
plant is *“ague root.”

Srecian Errecrs.—Sensoriam, Head, etc.—Vertigo; dizziness,
with vomiting ; purging; sleepiness; wud even stupefaction.

Crivicar OmservaTions.—Theoresically, I would snggest that it
may be useful in certain Congestions of e head, whea the above
symptoms are present. In cectain cascs of Memingitis, in childrew
and adults, the disease is ushered in by a similar train of sympioms.
A high dilution of the tincture of the fresh root might in such cases
prove curative. It is highly recommended by Dr. King (““ Diseases
of Females ") in Hysterza.

Gastric Symptoms.—Vomiting ; purging ; execssive nansea, with
giddiness, ete,
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Cumnicar OBsErRvaTIONS,.—Small doses are said to promoie the
appetite and assist digestion, It is used in cases of Flatulent colic.
Ii 1s highly recommended in eases of Dyspepsia, with much general
debility, All drugs which derange the digestive organs are, of
course, homomopathie to some form of dyspepsia, or gastric disorder.
Until we bave a proving of Aletris, the indications for the use of
this remedy cannot be given. It may, however, be used empirically
as a dernier resort when other remedies fail. A case treated by me,
may throw some light on its probable sphere of action. A lady in
the fourth month of pregnancy became very mueh debilitated; bad
nausea, but no vomiting ; disgust for all food ; the least food caused
distress in the stomach; very constipated; frequent attacks of
fainting, with vertigo ; sleepy all the time; emaciated. 1 used Pul-
gatilla, China, Iron, Nux vomica, Ignatia, and many other remedies
with no apparent result. Discouraged at the resnlt of my treatment,
she declared her intention to procure some “bitters.” She “knew
some ditter tonic would help her,” I happened to have a drachm of
Aletrin in the office. This I dissolved in four ounces of sherry
wine, and ordered a teaspoonful three times a day. In a week she
cume into my office exclaiming, * Your bitters have cured me” The
improvement was really great, and no other medicine was used, A
constant pressuye and pain in the uterine region was also removed by
the medicine, In a similar case I have since used the first dilution
with apparent good results.

Female Generative Organs,—Colic in the hypogastrium. Pres-
sure in the region of the uterus, Labor-like pains at the time of the
menses, Weight in the uterine region. Premature and profuse
menses. Abortion. Leucorrheea,

Cuinicar. Ossenvarions,—The Aletris, is by general consent of
eclectic physicians, considered to possess specific relations as a cura.
tive remedy, in certain diseases of the Uterus. I quote some of the
testimony : ‘* The root exerts a tonic or stimulating influence upon
the reproductive organs of the female. In Amenorrhea, Dysmenor-
rhea, and engorged condition of the uterns, it will be found of
especial benefit, removing the difficulties by restoring the uterus to
its normal condition, It will also be found advantageous in those
instances when there is an babitval tendency to adort, not depending
upon syphilitic taint, or other causes independent of the reproductive
organs. I have found it useful in Prolapsus utert, and am inelined
to believe that it exerts a peculiar inflaence upon the uterine liga-
ments, having cured several severe cases of uterine prolapsus by this
agent alome, without the aid of any mechanical means.”—{King's
Obstetrics, page 668.) < The Aletris is Tecommended in diseases
peculiar to females, as an article of great value, In cases of frequent
abortions, or when a disposition to abort exists, and aterine derange-
ments in general.”—(J. & S. Mat. Med.) If the Aletris possesses
the power of preventing recurring abortions, it is certainly worthy
our investigation. A fragmentary proving evenm may establish the
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basis upon which this recommendation is based, Soveral physicians
have verbally given me their testimony in favor of ite power of pre.
venting abortion, even after pains and hemorrhoenge had set in, I
have been assured that it has been used in domestic practice, to
produce abortion in the early months, It is evidently homeeopathic
to abortion when accompanied by the symptoms named above, and
when arising from over doses of the fresh root; also in cases which
seem to depend upon a want of tone in the uterine tissues and
general systen.

Dr. Bilas Jones, of New York, says: “This remedy seems to act
admirably during the first months of pregnancy, where there is vom-
iting, exccssive nausea, giddiness, ete., with pain and colic in the
hypogastrium, with tendency to abort. A lady in her fourth preg-
nancy came to me with the above symptoms, She had suffered in
this way during the three or four months of each pregnanocy, so much
as to be obliged to keep her bed a great part of the time, and the
third pregnancy was followed by an abortion at about the eighth
week., I gave her Ipecac., which relieved the vomiting, but not the
nausea and giddiness. It occurred to me that Aletris completely
covered all her symptoms, and gave her a single prescription of the
tincture, to be put in half a tumbler of water, and to take a teaspoon-
ful every two hours at first. It gave her immediate and complete
relief, Bhe ia now near her full term, in good healih, except occa-
sional neuralgic pains, Troubles like the above are frequently met
with in practice, and Aletris seems to be nearly a specific. As it has
not been proved, we need the more, well marked clinioal testimony.”

Note to Second Edition.—Since the first article on Aletris was
written, now nearly two years, I have used the remedy guite exten-
sively in my practice. Such has been my uniform success with it that
I have come to place as mueh confidence in its curative powers as that
of any agent in our Materia Medica,

My experience with the Aletis has been in the direction of the
genera] indieation for its use—namely : In cases of debility, general
or local, arising from protracted iliness, loss of fluids, defective nmutri.
tion, ete. Symptomatic indications arc—loss of tone in the muscular
system of the whole or any part of the body; lossof appetite, myaigia,
or that painful affection of muscles dependent on depression, and from
physical or mental causes ; passive hwmorrhages—particularly uterine,
and that condition of the aterus which predisposes to menorrhagia
and abortion. Every practical physician knows that these conditions
do not always present symptoms which eall for China, Phosphoric
actd or Ferrum ; also, that in many cases where these remedies scem
indicated, they do not prove as promptly curative as desired. It is
in these classes of cases that I have found the Aletris so valuable.
Such symptoms as constipation, indigestion, night sweats, depression
of spirits, always disappearcd as soon as the system came under the
influence of the medicine.

There is a elass of cases in which debility is apparently caused by
a want of the phosphates. This usnally oceurs in persons of literary
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habits, whose mental labor has been severe; or those who have long
been under the inflnence of the depressing emotions. In thesc enses,
phosphoric acid, hypophosphite of potash, or zine, do not always
mect the demands of the system. Neither will Aletris alone. “ But if
both are given, in alternation, the system rapidly regains its normal
integrity,

ﬁ[y habitual dose of the Aletris is five or ten drops of the first
decimal diiution, three times a day. It should be taken about an hour
after meals,

ALNUS RUBRA,

(Tag Aider.)

Anavobues: Stillingta, Kali hydriodatus, Sulphur, Phytolocca,
Corydalium, Hepar sulphur, Mercurius tod., (Hamamelis.)

Boranicar DescripTion.—This is an indigenous shrub, growing
by the side of streams, in swamps, wel grounds and marshes. Tt is
the Alnus serrulate of Wildenon, and is known by the common name
of Tag alder,from the tops, or cones, with which it 13 covered in winter.
It grows in clumps or thickets. Stems pumerous, from ten to cighteen
feet high, It blossoms in March and April, bearing flowers of a red-
dish-green color, The dark is the part used in medicine; it is inodor-
oug, and has a slightly bitter astringent taste. Boiling water and
dilute aleohol extract its medicinal properties, Almwen is a dry,
powdered extract, said to contain the active principles of this agent.

Orricinal. PrEparaTiONS.—The tineture and dilutions made
from the bark; triturations prepared from the Alnuin, and 2 decoction,

GeneranITiES.—Frobably no indigenous remedy has such an
extensive popular Teputation as an alterative, or more properly, an
antipsoric, as the Alnus rubra. . It is resorted to by the country
people in nearly all obstinate chronic diseases of the skin or glandu.
lar system, and often effects surprising cures after all other remedies
used in regular practice bave failed. Botanie physicians extol this
article as a “ powerful alterative,” and very valuable in the treatment
of rheumatism, erysipelas, gleet, syphilis, pravel, eystitis, ete. Eelee-
tics elaim for it “ alterative powers.” Coe says he speaks from large
experience, and says: * We esteem it oue of the hest simple altera-
tives and resolvents possible to be employed in serofula, cutancous
eruptions, and in all affections arising from a vitiated state of the
blood and fluids. In order to reap the full value of the Alnuin, its
use must be persevered in for a considerable length of time.”
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Glandular System,—Scudder says: “ We have employed it
internally, and as a wash inscrofulous eruptions on the skin, with more
advantage than any other agent. It has also proved useful in cases
of Serofula with glandular enlargements, and especially when there iz
snppuration of lymphatic glands.” This statement is also supported
by such writers as King, Lee and Barton.

In order to test its anmtipsoric virtues, I have preseribed it in
cases of Scrofula, enlargements of the submaxillary glands, and
also in strumous enlargement of the tonsils, in the children of the
poor, who were ill fed, when I had tried the ordinary antipsories
without benefit. In these cases I advised the simple decoction of
about one ounce of the bark to two quarts of water, boiled down to
one quart. Of this about one ounce was ordered three times daily.
When T could get patients to use it persistently for several weeks or
months, deeided benefit generally occurred. T have been informed of
many remarkable cures of obstinate chrenic diseases, of a psoric
nature, cured by a long continuance of the remedy.

Cutaneous System.—Thc specific relation which this remedy
bas to affections of the skin, seems to be substantiated by relinble
testimony. Dr. Helmich, of Ohio, says: “I am persuaded that the
Alnus serrulata is one of our most valuable vegetable alteratives, and
deserves the careful and attentive investigation of the physieian,
pharmacien and medieal botanist, More recently I have witnessed
the valuable properties of the extract, prepared by the cvaporation
of the decoction to the consistemey of thick tar. It makes a very
convenient form for pills or solution. I preseribed a strong decoe-
tion of the extract two months ago, in a case of Imgietigo of long
standing, and which bad proved very obstinate, refusing to yicld to
all the varicus forms of treatment, both general and local, persisted
in for more than three years. The patient was a lady of full habit,
somewhat corpnlent, but with general health good. The disease
affected both ankles over the instep. She was directed to drink a
decoction of the red alder, and use one ounce of the extraci dissolved
in eight ounces of water as a local application, twice a day. In two
weeks her hushand reported to me that “the one ounce of extract
bad done more for her than all the other remedies put togethes.” At
the present date, two months since the first application, she is
entirely well.  Impetigo is, in my experience, a very intractable
form of disease ; yet in this case it yielded readily to the extraet of
red alder. It is tho first and only ease I have ever preseribed it in
ag a local remedy. Iintend, however, to give it a more extended
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trial in some other diseases, where its tonic and astringent properties
will be more fully tested. I am informed by the individual who
prepares the extract, that it is an invaluable remedy for dyspepsia,
taken in doses of half a dram, three times daily.”

Scudder says he has employed it iuternally, and as a wash, in
scrofulous and syphilitic diseases of the skin, with good results,

King has known it to be used advantageously in Herpes, Scorbutus
and Impetigo.

A most severe and obstinate case of Porrigo ip & strumous child,
once come under my care. It had been treated for nearly a year by
regular physicians, but grew worse, antipsorics only palliated the
disease. At the urgent solicitation of the neighbors, it was put upon
tablespoonful doses of the decoction, three times a day, for two months,
at the end of which time the cure was complete. It is very popular
in the country as am external application to old ulcers.

Mucous Membranes,—According to Lee it has been used success.
fully in Blennorrica, Abdominal jiuzes, some forms of Dyspepsia,
Gonorrhea, Gleet, Cystitis, Gravel, ete. The close relation between
the skin and mucous membrane, wonld make us iofer it to be useful
in chronic affections of the latter, arising from 2 psoric diathesis, I
have known a Chronic Diarriuza of long standing, get well under the
use of the desoction used for several weeks. Iiwasin such adiarrhoeen
as we would give Phosphorie acid, Phosphorus, Sulphur and Calearea.

Hamorrhages,—Dr. Williams, of Deerfield, (allopath) was very
partial to its use in Haematuria. Others have used it with alleged
success in various heemorrhages. CoE says : “ Although not strictly
diuretic, it nevertheless exercises a peculiar alterative (homoéopathic)
influence over the kidneys and urinary organs generally.

The general appearance of the shrub, its botanieal characteristies
and patural history, strongly resemble that of the Hamamelis vir,
The analysis of the bark of both are quite similar. The Hamamelis
containd a larger proportion of tammin, and is probably the more
potent remedy in hmmorrhages. It does not seem to possess the
antipsoric properties of the Alaus,

No proving has been made of this remedy. Beyond the remark
that * the inner bark is an emetic,” I know of no pathogenetic symp-
toms arising from its use, I have made careful inquiry of those who
take it in large doses for a long time, but could not ascertain that it
cansed any symploms, except those of o curative nature,
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AMPELOPSIS QUINQUEFOLIA,

{American Toy.)

Anavroaues 1 Alnus rubra, Apocynum cann., Arsenicum, Calcaren
carb., Dulcamara, Graphites, Iodine, Kali carb., Lycopodium, Chim
aphilla, Phytolocca, Rumex _crispus, Stillingia, Sulphur, Rhus tox.,
and Sepia.

Botancat Description.—This is a woody vine, with a rooting,
climbing stem ; quinate and digitate leaves ; leaflets oblong, acumi-
nate, petiolate, dentate, smooth, and turn crimson in autumn; flowers
inconspicuoug, greenish, or white, in dichotomous clusters; ealyx
entirc; petals five, distinet, spreading; ovary iwo-celled, cells twe-
ovuled ; style very short; berries dark blue, acid, smaller than peas,
and two-celled, cells one or two-seeded. The American Ivy is a
common and familiar shrubby vine, climbing extensively, and, by
. means of its radicating tendrils, supporting itself firmly wpon trees,
ascending to the height of fifty feet. In the same manner it ascends
and overspreads walls and buildings, its large leaves constituting a
Iuzuriant foliage of dark glossy green. Itis found in wild woods
and thickets throughout the United States, and blossoms in July,
ripening its small blackish berries in October. In various seetions
it has different names, as, Woodbine, Virginia Creeper, Five Leayes,
False Grape, Wild Wood vine, efe.

Orricivan. PreEpaRaTiON,—The tinctnre and dilution prepared
from the fresh bark and young twigs.

Mepicar. History.~—No proving of the Woodbine has yet been
made, nor has it been used in bomeopathic practice. All that we
know concerning its effects comes to us through the medium of the
people and eclectic practitioners, It has long been known in domes.
tic practice, where it is considered an analogue of the Alnus rubra,
and as a general alterative in chronie diseases,

It has been employed by the eclectics as a remedy in chronic
disorders of the respiratory organs, in phthisis, chrenic brenchitis,
and chronic laryngitis, withalleged success. Itisalsorecommended in
sorofula, chronic cutaneous affections, chronic snd mercurial rheuma-
tism, syphilis, old uleers, and a “ general vitiated state of the consti.
tution.” Scudder says it is, as far as ascertained, an alterative,
pectoral, diaphoretic, sub-astringent and tonie.

Lee asserts—In small doses it acts upon all the glandular
organs, as a stimulating secernant ; and in still larger doses, it proves
a hydrogogue cathartic, and has been recommended in dropsical cases.
An infusion of the bark of the vine acts very much like the Apcoy-
nom cannabinum, causing copious watery discharges from the bowels,
or by renal and cutaneous seeretions.” He considers it worthy of
high rank among the alteratives.

Coe (who sometimes has 2 grain of truth among the chaff of his
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bald generalities) says it is an alterative which * doesits work kindly,
silently, yet surely.” He advises it for serofula, cutaneous diseases,
bronchitis, hooping cough, asthma, dropsy, syphilis, diarrhees and
theumatism; and deeclares that ¢ it exercises a remarkable influence
over the absorbent system, hence will be found valuable in all cases
where tubercular deposits or indurations are suspected. It is, for
this reason, a suitable remedy in incipient phthisis, It has proved a
rebiable agent in the cure of dropsy. Although possessing consider-
able diurctic power, its curative action in this disease does not seem
to depend upon that especial property, but upon its power to execite a
healthfu] action in the glandular and absorbent systems, Its influence
seems to be expended upon the entire organism, gently stimulating
each function to the performance of its duty, without proving evacu.
ant in one direction more than another.” .

To speak with more scientific precision, Ampelopsis is an an#i-
psorie remedy, whose influence is %enera.l upon the vifal conatituents
of the orgonism. To say it is useful in the chronic disorders above
mentioned, is only to leave the matter still in the dark. It is the
same as declaring that it is simj)ly an ‘ antipsorie.” The very few
special indications we possess, do not give us any satisfactory clue to
ita speeific qualities. It remains, therefore, for homeeopathic physi-
cians to subject it to a thorough proving, that we may know the
symptoms and conditions for which it will prove useful.

From what I can glean of its pathogenetic action, I should consider
it likely to be useful in Dropsy when due to 2 cacheetic condition of
the system, or as a sequel of Chronéc diarrhea, old hepatic, and renal
affections, and certain Serofulous conditions. In the hands of the
New Sehool it will probably prove a valuable antipsoric remedy.

APOCYNUM CANNABINUM,

(Indian Hemp.)

AxavLocurs: Asclepias tub., and syr., BEupatorivim pur., Helleborus
nigra, Kalt hydriod.

This should not be confounded with A, Androsemifolium The
medicinal properties of the two are widely different.

Boranicar Descriprion.—TIt is 2 perennial plant, stems herba-
ceous, erect, branching, of a brown color, and two or three feetin height;
the leaves are opposite, ovate, oblong, acute at both ends, and somewhat
downy beneath ; the cymes are pedunculate, many-flowered and pubes-
cent; the corolla is small and greenish, with a tube not longer than
the calyx, and with an erect border. The pod, or follicle is from three
to five inches long, and resembles the pods of the asclepias syriaca, or
common silk-weed, but are much smaller.
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The stalk and root abounds in a milky juice which concretes into
a substance closely resembling caoutchowe, It is the juice which
contains the active principles.

The root, which is the officinal part, iz horizontal, five or siz feet In
length, about onc-third of an inch thick, dividing near the end into
branches, which terminate abruptly, of a yellowish brown color when
young, but dark chesnut when oldy, of a sirong odor, and a nauseous,
romewhat acrid, and a permanently bitier taste,

It grows in damp places, by marshes and running streams, and is
indigenous to nearly every part of the United States,

OrriciNat Preparations,—Tincture of the roott Triturations
of the root,

(The tincture should be dark red, or light brown, and of an
intensely bitter taste. It is made with Aleobol. I have used a
tincture made with Spirit. Nitri dule., with most excellent effects. The
tincture and its diletions seem to effect the urinary organs, and are
wmost efficacious in Dropsy, ete. An infusion of one ounce of the
fresh root in one quart of water, has been successfully administered
and seoms to act more promptly in dropsy in teaspoonful doses than
any other preparation. The triturations seem to be most efficacious
in affections of the pulmonary organs.)

Mepicar, History.~~All the older writers (allopathic) absurdly
supposed this species to possess nearly indentical properties withk the
A. androsemifolium.  Although belonging to the same genus, they
can hardly be called remedial analogues.

Wood* says but little about it, and ranks it as emetic, cathartic,
sometimes diuretie, and, like other emetic substances, promotes
diaphoresis and expectoration. He says it produces much nausea,
diminishes the frequency of the pulse, and appears to produce drow-
siness independently of the exhanstion consequent upon vomiting.
He quotes the testimony of Drs. Knapp, Parrish and Griscomb, as to
its efficacy in dropsy.

Dr. Griscomb statedf that this ageut has four different and dis-
tinet operationg upon the system, which it almost invariably produces,
viz.: (1) Nausea and vomiting; (2) this is followed by increased
alvine discharges, which are succeeded (8) by copious perspiration,
and in wany instances (4} by diuresis. I believe it was first brought
to the notice of the homwmopathic sehool by Dr. Gray, of New York,
in a clinical note to an edition of Hull's Jahr's Manual. It wasthen
used and proven by Dr. Marcy aud Dr. J. C. Peters, of New York.

* Medical Dispensatory, v
t Amer. Jour. Med‘tgf:{mes. XN 5. =
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DR. PETERS PROVING.

Dr. Peters took half wine glass full doses of Hunt’s decoction,
three times a day—morning, noon and night. For the first few days
he noticed no perceptible effect, ezcept an increased inclination
towards constipation. (This decoction must have been very weak for
a table-spoonfull of a decoction such as I have made, would have acted
on him a3 a powerful cathartic.) He noticed a decided scantiness of
wrine,; occasionally there was some flatulence, and slightly uneasy
sensation in the bowels. About the fourth day, decided distention.of
the abdomen began to occur. Especially after a moderate dinner, all
the sense of fullness scemed about the stomach, liver and spleen,
while the lower bowels did not seem more flatulent than nsual,

The sense of oppression about the epigastrium and chest was so
great, that there was often the greatest difficulty in getting breath
enough to speak with comfort, and this happened after lighter meals
than ordinary, He was confident that his urine diminished to one-third
the usual guantity, but there was no pain or uneasiness abont the kidneys
or bladder, on the contrary, these organs felt remarkably comforta-
ble; they seemed simply torpid ; the little water that was passed,
flowed as casily as if it were oil, and there seemed to be but little
expulsive power about the bladder. The urine was generally a light
golden sherry-yellow color, not depositing any sediment on exposure to
cold. “The rorpid action of the kidneys was rather peculiar as the
weather was severely cold, and I was much exposed to it, and in my
ordinary state my kidneys act frequently and rather freely. It is
right to add that during the experiment I was growing stout, and had
just recovered from fever and ague, which may acoount for the oppres-
sion of the chest and flatulence.” This may be, but his own experi-
ments afterwards brought on similar symptoms, even when the drug
wag taken in minute doses. The symptoms observed by him and
others, will be found under their appropriate heads.

DR. MARCY’S PROVING.

“T took for 6 days, 5 drops, three times daily, of the 3d
dilution. Nounusual sensations were observed until the fifth morning
of the proving, when on walking I felt a siuking at the stomach,
dryness of the mouth, thirst, nausea, irresistable disposition to
sigh, short and unsatisfactory respiration, short and dry cough,
seanty expeotoration of white mucus, These symptoms continued
during the day, and on retiring, we had in addition umnusual
heat of the skim, gemeral restlessness and desire to sleep with-

5
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out the ability to do so. During the entire day, urine was natural
in quantity, and gave the same color to test papers as in health.
The night of the fifth was ove of great restlessmess and little sle¢p.
On the morning of the sixth day we awoke at about five o'elock,
unrefreshed by our sleep, and with the same symptoms as on the fifth
day, with exception of a dimininution of the quantity of urine. Dur-
ing this day we were unable to detect any alteration in the coraposition
of the urine, either by test of paper or with acids. The symptoms
of the seventh day and night were a continuation of the sixth, on the
eighth day the stomach and chest symptoms had diminished, but the
nrinary secretion had increased in quantity and much ligher in color
than in health, On the evening of the eighth day we experienced an
unusual heaviness of the head, with aching pains in the small of the
back and limbs. There was no tenderpess of the rtegion of the
kidneys on pressure, but a slight soreness of the parts when bringing
the museles into action, indicating the muscles as the scat of the pains.
From the ninth day the symptoms continued very gradually to decline
until the thirteenth day, after which no further abnormal phenomena
were observed.” _

Cuivicar OBservaTioNs.—The above fragmentary provings are
very suggestive,  The groups of symptoms resemble those of
non-inflammatory dropsy, ha%ing a rheumatic or congestive origin,  We
often meet such symptoms in practice, where it is diffieult to give a
satisfactory diagnosis, Before we can koow the action of Apoeynum,
we shall have o make pathological provings of the drog. In cases
of general debility. from a watery condition of the blood and poor
digestion, if at the same time there is scanty urine, Apeynum will
restore the strength and tone of the system,

Skin,—Unusunal heat of the skin, Cold skin—with nausea,
vomiting, ete. Copious sweating.

Crinvicar Osservarions.—In nearly all the dropsies, the skin is
dry and harsh. When from natural processes or from the action of
medicines the skin becomes moist and soft, we may be pretty sure
improvement will soon follow. Whenever I have been successfui in
the use of Apocynum, the skin became moist before the urinary
seeretion became more abundant. Tt has been found useful in some
inveterate eruptions, as psoriasis,

Sleep.—Desire to sleep without the ability to do so. Great restless-
ness with little sleep at might. On retiring, unusual heat of skin;
waking unrefreshed abont 5 a. m. Inducesa tendencytosleep. Sleep-
iness with heaviness of the head.

Crmicar Osservarions.— In mnearly all the dropsies, especially
post-scarlatinal, the patient is feverish at night, and very restless.
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This often occurs before the dropsical effusion is noficed, Tn this
stage the Apocynum will prevent the malady from being established.

Fever.—Unusual heat of the skin with gencral restlessmess and
‘desire to sleep, with inability to do so—at night. Pulse very slow,
with nausea,

Crmicat Osservations.—Dr. Trent claims for the Apoc. anti-
periodic virtues, but he gave 1t combined with oil of black pepper.
Such observations as made by the allopathic school are perfectly
worthless, yet mpon such flimsy foundations does their vaunted
Materia Medica depend! It is probably not useful for the ague
properly, but ¢s of value in the dropsical sequelss which so ofien
follow that disease, Itis homeeopathic to thoracie oppression, the
bloating of the stomach and bowels after eating ; the cedema and even
night sweats; in all of which I have nsed it with advantage in the
2d and 8d dilutions,

In Cutarrhal fever with nightly ezacerbation, short dry cough with
scanty expectoration of white mucus, and oppression of the chest, it
will be found carative.

Head.—Heaviness in the head. Heavy stupid headache with
drowsiness,

Criviean BSERVATIONS.—-It is undoubtedly slightly narcotic in
its effects. The drowsiness which it causes is very similar to that
which oceurs in all dropsical affections which have reached a high
degree of intemsity. In such cases sleepiness is an unfavorable
symptom, and should warn us to be on our guard against coma and
apoplexy. Tu such conditions we have in this medicine a prompt and
reliable remedy, Several times in the course of my practice have I
rescued my patients by giviog prompily the Apocynum. If the
dilutions failed of effect, a8 they sometime will in cases marked b{
such torpidity, I have not hesitated to resort to the decdction, for
have ever comsidered the life of my paticois to be of more importance
than a blind adherence to established forms. We should recollect,
moreover, that the tincture is not always the best preparation, With
many valuable plants the decoction is the best method of adminis.
tration, because hot water alone is capable of extracting all their
medicinal virtues. :

T a case of supposed Hydrocephalus in a child of Prof, Renwick,
of New York, aged 16 menths, after all other remedies had been
given up and the case regarded as hopeless, the use of a deeoction-of
Indian hemp was followed by perfect recovery. * The sutures of the
head .were opened ; the forehead projecting conziderably ; the sight of
one eye totally lost; the other slightly sensible ; the child lying in a
stupor, with constant inveluntary motion of one leg and arm. The
urinary secretion had ceased for more tham twenty-four hours.
A tea of -Apocynnm was prepared by dropping pieces of the root
into a coffee pot until nearly full, covering with water, and steeping
for half an hour; of this a teaspoonful was given every hour. In
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the course of a few hours free action of the kidneys was restored :
the sight of both eyes were perfect; stupor and insensibility passed
away. The child steadily convalesced, though the hemp was given
for a fortnight, gradually diminishing the dose, until but half a tea-
spoonful was given in twenty-four hours,” This was undoubtedly a
case of hydrocephalus, and the Apacynen: as undoubtedly cured it.
The lower diluttions may have done as well perhaps as the higher;
but in such a case, of 2 generally fatal disease, what conscientious
physician would hesitate to use other preparations? The dose given
was not more than 10 or 15 drops of a lst decimal dilution would
contain, and no pathogenetic symptoms were caused. One capnot
but be struck with the similarity between the symptoms cured, and
those for which Hartmann so confidently recommends Helleborus. In
fact, the two medicines are very unearly allied. ~Some undoubted
cures of hydrocephalus have been made with Helleborus, but we have
given it faithfully and in various potencies in that disease ; and yet
the little patients died. What physician has not lost patients with
that dreadful malady in spite of Belladonna, Hellebore, Sulphur and
Zine! How gladly we would have resorted to any remedy, in any
form, if we thought it would restore health ? Let a fair trial, then,
be given the Apocynum.

Since the publication of the above in the first edition, Dr.
Waterman has verified the clinical experience of this remedy in
Hydrocephalus, as the following case shows :

* On the 21st of May I was ealled to a case of undoubted Hydro-
cephalus, in a child twelve months old, given up six days before by
the attending physician. Symptoma,—Paralysis of left side; one
eye motionless, the other rolling, with tendency to dryness of lower
part of cornea; bowels distended ; pulse slow. 1 gave drop doses of
the tincture every half hour alone, for first twenty-four hours. Ouo
the 22d 1 found the case decidedly improved; all of the above
symptoms gone, and a green diarrhea developed. Gave the same
with frés versicolor, 1st dee. dil., in alterpation every half hour. The
23d passages yellow and natural, with some cough, Gave Apocynum
with Macrotin first, once an hour, which was continued until the 25th,
when the case was discharged cured.”

Eyes.--“ 1 was once waked np early in the morning with severe
itritation of the left eye, ag if several sharp grains of sand were in
it, attended with much heat, irritation and redness, often lasting
several hours. This disappeared as suddenly as it came on, not
leaving a trace behind ; although the symptoms were severe enough
to make me believe I bad an attack of ocaterrhal rheumatic ophthal-
mia, which would last at least three or four days.”— Peters.

Crivican OssErRvarions.—The abeve symptoms would indicate
its usefulness in some forms of Ophthalmia. In the case of hydro.
cephalus, it restored sight to one eya. It may prove very useful in
many diseases of the eye and disorders of visten due to effused fluids
in the eye or brain,
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Ears.—In hydrocephalus there is often more or less deafness, for
which condition this remedy will prove curative,

Nose. —* A very peculiar catarrhal attack was experienced, viz.:
without any other sign of having taken cold, I would wake up in the
morning with the nostrils and throat filled with thick and well
cemented, yellow mucus, as if T had had a severe catarrh for at least
seven or ten days, and which had skipped its first stage and com-
menced in the second.”— Peters,

Cumicar OnservaTions.—The action of Apocynum on the mu-
cous surfaces is not yet fully understood. I have cured one coge of
obstinate Nasal catarrk with the first dilution. It seems to cause
catarrhal states similar in nature to those induced by Pulsatilla, Sum-
bul, Copaiva and Paris quadrifolia, Dr. Marsden writes of its use in
coryza or cold in the head. *

“Some years since, when engaged in making the first decimal
tritaration of the root of this plant, I observed that the schneiderian
membrane became affected very similarly to what is expericnoed
when suffering from a very bad cold in the head. I have been sub-
jeet to severe attacks of coryza from my childhood, and am quite
familiar with its symptoms, and immediately noticed the very close
resemblance between these and those produced by inhaling the
pulverized Apocynum. This experience suggested the idea that this
plant might prove curative in the affection which had been a source
of anunoyance to me all my life. The first opportunity that offered, I
tested the remedy upon myself both by spuffing and internal exhibi-
tion, and to my great delight experienced speedy relief. At least T
had, so nearly as I can remember, always found that when the char-
acteristic dryness of the nose setin, it was followed by an exceedingly
irritating watery discharge, which lasted for several days, mostly
involving the eyes, and passing off in abundant secretion of thick
mucus. But when I used the Apoeynum, immediately on experienc-
ing the first morbid sensation, the disease in almost every imstance
abated and insensibly passed away inaday or two, I have fre?uently
preseribed this remedy for infantile Coryza, which is often fatal in
very young children by interfering with respiration, and very gener-
ally the results bave been quite satisfactory.

“ Although I had noticed years age the pathogenetic effcets of
Apoeynum when inhaled in 2 minutely divided state, on theschneiderian
membrane, T did not, till quite lately, meet with similar effects from
its internal exhibition. About the middle of November last, I bad a
lady under my care, the subject of Ascites, and to whom the necessity
for tapping was then imminent ; she was exceedingly anxious to avoid
the operation, and wishing myself to gratify her if possible, I pre-
scribed a decoction of the fresh root of the plant according toa
suggestion in Dr. Hale’s New Provings,} a small tablespoonful to be
taken every two hours, Towards the evening of T think the third

* American Hownceopathic Otserver, Vo!. 11, page 33,
¥ First Edjtion. !
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day after she began the medicine, she complained of dryness and
stiffoess in the nose, chilliness and general malaise, She asked me if
these symptoms could be produced by the medicine she was taking,
a3 she had not exposed herself in any way by which she could take
cold, and that she had never taken cold in ‘the head, but always in
the throat and breast. She discontinued the medicine when she went
to bed, was somewhat feverish during the early part of the night,
but in the morning all the symptoma had disappeared. She resumed
the medicine, the symptoms returned in the afternocon, and in the
evening she finally discontinned it. The next day the coryza had
disappeared, followed by no diseharge of muens or any other effeet
guch as commonly occurs. I had twice given the tinciure of the
root to this lady before, in considerable doses, and although T was
always disappointed in obtaining the desired effect upon the dropsy,
it was in both instances followed by uterine lhessmorrhage, she being
past the turn of life,

“T would remsrk, that to derive benefit from this remedy in
coryza, it is prudent to begin it with the first admonition of taking
cold, to petsevere in its use, and I need hardly add avoid such expos.
ures as tend to increase the disease and neutralize the effeet of the
medicine. I prefer for snuffing o very small quantity of the bark of
the root, reduced by itself to an impalpable powder.”

Mouth,—Dryness of the mouth, with nzusea, thirst, &e. (See
general symptoms.) Dryness of the tongue,

Throat,—Throat filled with thick, well concreted yellow mueus
in the morning. Unpleasant degree of heat in the throat,

Curicar OBservaTions.—-Some persons are much troubled with
hawking of yellow mucus from the threat and fauces every morning.
In such cases the Apoeynum will probably give relief.

Stomach.—Distention of the stomach after meals. Sense of
great oppression about the epigastrium, with great difficulty of getting
breath, after lighter meals than ordinary. Occasionally a scnse of
sinking was experienced at the pit of the stomach, with gencral but
transient debility. Sinking at the stomach (this is o prominent
symptom of the drug). Violent vomiting, with prostration and
drowsiness. Increases the appetite and digestion (curative).

Cuinioar OsservarioNs.~It causes symptoms of the stomach
similar to those which are nearly always presented in cases of impend.
ing or existing dropsy. It should be tried in that troublesome
symptom—* Sinking at the stomach “-—which occurs in women at
the climacteric period. In diabetes this symptom is nearly always
present, and may be relieved by this drug. It seems quite homeo-

atbic to the vomiting which oceurs in the first stage of hydrocepha.
fus, for * viglent vomiting with drowsiness” is quite pathognomonic
of that disease. Dr. Freligh cured with it an * irritable stomach so
bad that the patient could not retain even a draught of water,” which
occnrred as a complication of dropsy. :
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Abdomen.—Decided distention of the abdomen, especially after
a moderate dinner. The upper bowels seemed distended —the lower
oot at all. Qceasional flatulence, with slightly uneasy sensations in
the bowels.

Crwicar Onservarions.—Of the great value of Apocynum in’
Ascites we have an immense amount of proof from the allopathie,
celectie, and homeopathic physicians. Al unite in pronouncing it
a generally useful remedy, a veritable * vegetable trocar,” as Dr.
Rush called it.

_ The mass of evidence in its favor would fill miany pages, and we
will only record a few of the most prominent cases,

The first accounts of its great value in Ascites were from the
reports of Dr. Griscomb, in the Amcrican Journal of Medieal
Sciences, Vol. XII. Afterwards, Prof. Merril, Dr. Knapp, Dr, Val-
entine Mott, and Prof. Lee, and many others bore testimony to its
great usefulness,

Prof. Merril related to bis class a case of Ascites in a boy of 12
years old, which was promptly relieved by this remedy, after every
other treatment had failed, and the disease had progressed so far that
a time had been fized for the operation of tapping. The cxtract was
given, first in doses of one grain, afterwards increased to ten graina,
thrce times a day. The effects were, moderate catharsis of 2 hilious
and feculent character, free dinresis, without being profuse, and
copious perspiration. Great relief and relazation was obtained in
the first twenty-four hours, and in five days there was no hydropie
coudition remaining.” (CQther cases of Ascites will be found under
the head of “ (zeneral Dropsy.™) '

To Dr. Jokn F. Gray, of New York, is due the credit of fairly
introdueing this remedy in the treatment of dropsical affections. He
could, if he would, make known hundreds of cases successfully
trented by the Apocyoum. But with advancing years he has an
inviacible dislike to making his great and varied experience public,
Happily, other homeweopathic Ehysicians have reported cnses of anas-
area, ete., of great value to the profession.

Dr. Jas. T. Alley, in the N. A. Journal, reports a casc of Ascites,
supposed to be caused by cirrbosis or hobnail liver. In this instance
it was used in conjunction with Apis and Nitro.muriatic acid. He
bears testimony to its value in cases of dropsy “ when there is no
organic derangement to impede its action.” Even when there 4 he
thinks it may aid other and more specific remedies, In ** Addominal
dropsy from hob-nail liver, 1 believe it to be a sure, though not rapid
remedy,” He gave quite large doses, ““ as much,” he says, * as conld
he perfeetly well boroe without disturbance to the digestive organs.

In Hull's Jahr is reported a case of .dscites caused by Quinine,
cured by Apocynum,

Dr, Freligh (N. A, Jour, Vol. IV., p. 519,) reports several cases
of Aseites cured with this drog :— )

“Mrs. U, aged 49, and Miss M., aged 23. The former was



72 NEW REMEDIES,

referable to a cessation of the menses, and the latter arose frem con-
gestion of the liver and portal system.

* Within siz months Ptreated an aged lady, who had been under
treatment for the best part of eight monthe by one of the professors
of our eity, who pronounced the case *incurable organic disease of
the heart.’ It was cured with Apocynum.”

I once cured a notable case of Ascites with this remedy. The
patient was a lady, aged 45. Her climacteric period had passed
without much disturbance. She caught a severe cold in the month
of March ; had some fever and pain in the bowels, and was treated
by an eclectic physician for “ inflammation of the bowels.” When
I first saw her she was much emaciated, very weak, no appetite, red
tongue and sore throat, abdomen slightly distended, and the seat of
a great deal of heavy, “bruised * pain. The urine was scanty, high
colored, and bowels costive. The treatment was commenced with Ar-
senicum®’, No improvementfollowing in a week, the 3d, and finally
the first trituration was given, but the Ascizes rapidly increased. For
8ix weeks various remedies were tried, among which were Kali carb,,
Helleborue, China, Colehicum, Cantharis, Canbabis, and Kali ied.,
but no benefit acerued from any thing. The effusion had now increased
to an enormous extent. She was obliged to sit in a chair a/{ the time,
Lying down brought on fits of guffocative dyspnwa. Her body and
extremities were exceedingly emaciated. No cedema of the feet.
Urine nearly suppressed; only ome or two ounces a day. Bowels
very constipated, moving only every four or five days. At this time,
an experienced allopathic physician was called in, who advised blue
pill, gamboge, and a resort to tapping. This treatment was not
tried. I.then gave Apocynum’, for twe days; no effect; then 10
drops of the tincture every two hours for two days She gol worse,
Then I made a decoction of the dry root, half ounce to one pint of
water. Of this she took a tablespoonful every four hours, but no
effect was noticed. I proposed tapping to save her life, bui she
decidedly refused to submit te the operation. I then procured some
of the fresh root (in the month of July), and made a decoction (one
ounce to one pint of water), She took a tablespeonful of this every
two hours. In twelve hours the urine became more profuse. the
howels moved freely, the skin became moist, no nausea or pain was
preduced. In a week she could lie down and sleep all night. Under
the use of similar deses, four times a day, she ultimately recovered,
and in two months was considered as healthy and strong as ever.

Bowels. —From small doses; loose feculent bilious stools, with
glight uneasiness in the abdomen. Toose, but not very copious bilious
stools. Sensation as if diarrhma would occur. From very large
doses ; copious watery discharges with severe griping pains, nausea
and vomiting, slow pulse, ¢cool skin and eopious perspiration.

Crivicar OpservaTions,—In moderate doses it does not seem to

irritate the bowels much, The beat allopathic authorities do not
deem it necessary to produce its hydrogogue effects in the treatment
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of Dropsy,; Prof. Lee says it need not be given, even to pausea, all
its best cures bave been made without giving it to the extent of
causing watery evacuations. It has even cured Dropsy, while the
bowels remained obstinately costive and the stools light colored. Dr,
Paine, of New York, states that it has been used successfully for
Diarrheas and Intestinal hemorrhages, and suggests it in Cholera
morbus, snd Cholera-infantum.

Dr. D. W. Rogers, of Cold-water, Mich., reports the following
cases illustrative of its wse in Dvopsy and Chronic diarrhea: “ A
widdle-aged lady who had been an invalid many years, and suffered
much from the combined effocts of disease and the doctors, applied
to me for the relief of a thin, watery digrrhea, with discharge of
undigested food. Pulsatilla and Arsenicum removed the lienteric
character of the evacuations and the frequency of the stools, but the
dinrrheca was otherwise the same,

“ The patient was a thin, spare woman; has had prolapsus uteri
for a long time. For many years she has been troubled with alter-
nate constipation and diarrhea (The latter commencing in the
epring and lasting continuously until cold weather commences, when
obstinate constipation sets in and continues until warm weather the
next aeason, .

** With the ditarrhea she now had ascites, This and other symp-
toms led me to prescribe Apoeyuum cann. in the 2d dilution, two
drops every two hours, She had only one diarrhzie stool after the
second dose of the remedy; since that time the evacnations have
been normal ; the size of the abdomen is rapidly decreasing; from
beirg low-spirited and morose, she has become cheerful and hopeful ;
says she uever experienced such prompt relief from any other
medicine.

. *I report this case to call attention to the Apocynum eanp. in
Dropsy complicated with Diarriea.”

Kidneys and Urine.—Dull aching.pain in the region of the kid-
neys, with inereased secretion of straw-colored urine. No tenderness
in the region of the kidneys on pressure, nor was the composition of
the urine changed any. (Marcy's proving with 3d dil) Decided
scantiness of urine. Urine diwinished to one-third the usual quantity,
but no pain or uneasiness about the kidpeys or bladder. The litele
water that passed flowed as easily as if it were oil, and there seemed
to be but little expulsive power sbout the bladder, The urine was
gonerally of a light golden sherry-yellow eolor, not depositing any
sediment on e¢xposure to cold. Very peculiar torpid action of the
kidneys. {Peters proving with large doses.) Very profuse, light
colored urine. Several quarts, and even gallons of urine were passed
every day. It causes copions diuresis when given in dropsy.

Crivicar OBserRvaTIONs,—In all the provings, so far, it has caused
no particular pain in the urinary organs, but a decided scamtiness of
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urine. Probably the experiments were not thorough enough. My
cxperience is, that it is the most reliable diureric in uwse. No drug
may be more confidently relied on to produce profusc urination, when
given in disease.

Dr. Freltgh says : “I have found it equally efficient in urinary
difficulties, particularly dysuria, strangury and anwry, and it
appeared quite immaterial, judging from its effects, whether the
symptoms depended upon common catarrh of the bladder, diseases of
the prostrate, or upon a morbid irritation of the bladder, and whether
from gravel, or from a want of tone in the parts concerned in its
evacuation. I have never koown it to fail even in cases of retention
depending upon paralysis, having used it suceessfully, in a case of
"paralysis of the inferior extremities, caused by injury to the spine,
Every remedy had been tried in vain, and the catheter afforded the
only relief, which had been used once and sometimes twice a day for
a fortnight. The first dose had the desired effeci; I have treated
many other interesting cases of urinary difficulty successfully with
the Apocynum. The doses administered in the case referred to, were
from two to five drops of the tincture, (never more than seven) in a
tumbler two-thirds full of pure cold water, a dessert-spoonful given,
for the dropsical affections, every four hours: in urinary difficulties
every hour until relief was afforded.”

Dr. Freligh reports several cases of Dropsy treated with the
Apocynum : '

“ Mtr. L. aged 64, who had been under medical treatment for scv-
eral months, and gradually grew worse, until his symptoms were of
the most alarming character, and threatened immediate suffocation.
I found him laboring under the most agonizing difficulty of breathing,
beiog supported in the sitting position 1o bed, by two or three persons
alternately. His stomach was in such an irritable condition that he
could not retain even & dranght of cold water, countenance expressive
of anguish, abdowen distended, urine eutirely suppressed and ver
cxtensive cedemn. This case wos denominated organic disease of the
heart by his physician. In a fortnight from the time T recommended
the treatment, he rode out with case and comfort, and now appears
perfectly well,  If the diagnosis of the other physician was correct,
the Apocyeum will not only cure dropsy depending upon organic
disease of the heart, in a less time than would appear credible, but
also the primary or original disease, pronouveed meurable.”

“ Mr. G. aged 62, Ascites, and arasarca, and @dema of the
inferior extremities, succeeding yphus. His abdomen very much
distended and painful, pulse small and irregular, skin dry and busky,
urine high-colored, diminished in quantity, veided with diffienlty,
breathing very laborious.”

« Master Y. aged 8, Post-scariatinal dropsy, face mueh swollen,
also neck, chest and extremities. When I was called they thought
him dying ; he was gasping for breath and could not utter a syllabie
although perfectly conscious and wonld answer by signs”  Dr. F.
adds that during the last seven or eight years he has used the
Apocynum with the most decided success in almost every form of
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dropsy. He has succeeded with it in Aydrothoraz, ascites aud gen-
eral anasurca, when Arsenicum, Apis, Hellebore, Digitalis and Kali
iod., with vapor baths, etc., have failed.

Dr. Peters has reported several intoresting cases : —

Case’l. A gentleman aged 70, over six feet higk and splendidly
proportioned, became dropsicnl. The urine beecame scanty, bowels
constipated, feet, legs and abdomen grew slowly larger, and gradually
great difficulty in breathing from the slightest exertion or ou lying
down ensued. From the thickness of the abdominal walls, and the
great quantity of fat in the omentum, fluctnation in the abdomen was
long masked, but finally became very distinet. The thickness of the
walls of the chest also rendered the physical sipns of Huydrothoraz
indistinet for a long time, but they finally became very manifest.
The action of the heart became very feeble, but was always distinet,
the pulse often vanished down to a mere thread, was often almost
impereeptible for several beats, frequently so compressible that slight

. pressure would obliterate for the time, and altogether so strangely
irregular, weak and intermitting, that the sudden death of the patient
was expected as a matter of course, Those symptoms progressed
steadily in spite of the use of Arsenioum, Hellebore, Seilla, Digitalis,
China, ete. He was finally put upon the use of Hunt’s decoction of
Apocynum, at the suggestion of Dr. Gray, commencing with tea.
spoonful doses every two or three hours. In less than forty-eight
hours the patient was comparatively comfortable, was able te lie down
and sleep with pleasure, whereas previously he had looked forward
to the approaching night with the utmost dread and horror ; the urine
increased moderately and steadily, and in a few weeks, the patient,
who had been ill for upwards of four months, was not only well, but
felt better than he had for years. The bowels remained slugpish
under the use of the hemp. This improved state of things lasted
for more than a year, then a relapse was speedily cured by hemp;
2 third attack was cured by Apis; a fourth by Digitalis, Squills and
Mercurius; and 2 fifth by Jodide of Potash, During the larger

ortion of this time the patient had contracted a most invincible dis-
ike to Apoeynum ; butin a sixth attack, all the other remedies failing,
‘he was persuaded to resume the hemp, after his condition was almost
hopeless, and distressing in the extreme, from exzcessive oppression
and difficulty of breathing, ete., hydrothorax and cedema of the lungs,
inability to walk or step without being thrown inte the most violent
suffocating attacks, and in short from the numercus and complicated
symptoms of general anasarca, aseites, hydrothoraz, hydro-pericar-
dium, ete. After using the Apocynum three or four days, In doscs of
oue-third of 2 wine-glass-full three titnes a day, the urine iecreased
from less than a pint in twenty-five hours, to fully three quarts, with
a progressing diminution of all the symptoms. The case has since
died without any retura of the Drapsy.”
Cise 2. “A man aged 32, had suffered with Anasarca, Ascites
and commencing hydrothorax for many weeks, uvder active allopathic
treatment by means of Cream of Tartar and Digitalis, Elaterium, cte.
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When I first saw him, fiis largest pantaloons had to be cut open and
tied with strings, to accommodate his elephaptine limbs; he was
utterly unable 0 lie down or sleep; urine especially scanty and
bowels costive. The Apocynum was commenced in table-spoonful
doses, gradually increased to a wine-glass full every four hours, by
night and day ; this-was continued for upwards of ten days without
any unpleasant symptoms, the urine slowly commenced to increase,
and finally became enormous in #mount. In less than a month he
was entirely well ; was soon able to go to sea, and remains well until
this day, upwards of two years after.”

Case 8. “A gentleman aged 67, bad gradually been growing
dropsical for eleven months; he had first been treated homceopath-
ically in the country, by an exceedingly able, but cxcessively high
dilutionist; he then fell into the hands of two of the most distin-
guished allopathie profession of this eity ; then he was again treated
with high dilutions for several weeks by one of our oldest and best-
known homepathists; finally he came into my bands and was
immediately pat under the use of Apocynum. One desert spoonfule
per dose, every four hours; bis urine which had been excessively
scanty for months and finally bad decreased to a small half pint, in
twenty-four hours, thick, yellow and turbid, as if yellow elay had
been dissolved in it, increased to upwards of two quarts in one
night ; two large chamber pots full were passed in one day. In less
than 48 hours after commencing the Apoeynum the urine also became
clesr and of a light straw-yellow eolor ; all the signas of ascites, anas-
area, hydrothorax and eedema of the lungs disappeared in less than
ten days, after using abount one pint of Hunt’s preparatien of Apocy-
num, {(about one-balf oz. of mother tincture).”

Case 4. <A gentleman, aged about 50, was attacked with
Inflammatory rhewmatism, and treated by an eminent Old School
physician for about eight weeks, when he became diseonraged from the
severity of bis sufferings and placed bimself under our care. He
had taken the usual routine medicines of the other school, Colchicum,
Mercury, Iodide of Potash, Opium, cte., ete., and when he cawe into
my bands, was reduced by the combined inflaence of the disease and
the drug to the following condition :

“8evere rheumatic pains in the back, shoulders, elbows and wrist
jeints, dull pains and great stiffness, and immobility in the lower
extremities, cedematous condition of both legs, cffusion of water in
the chest and abdomen, excessive dyspncea with constant sense of
suffocation, acute pains in the cardiac region at every respiration,
pulse rapid, feeble and very irregular, almost entire suppression of
urine, dry and hot ekin, thirst, dull headache, exeessive anxziety and
constant dread of suffocation, inability to assume the recumbent posi-
tion, dryness of the tongue and mouth, inability to sleep from constant
feeling of suffocation, short, dry and painful cough. For this group
of symptoms we prescribed the first dilution of Bryonia every hour.
After a few hours the rheuwatie and cardiac pains were ameliorated,
and the oppression of the chest and difficult breathing were somewbat
hetter. At the expiration of tem hours we prescribed Aconite', in
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alternation with Bryonia every hour. During the night, some ten
hours after the first dose of Aconite, the patient had profuse perspi-
ration for several bours, followed by an amendment of the entire
condition. These two remedies were continued for two days longer,
but caused no further improvement. The first dilution of Apis was
next ordered-in drop doses, every two hours. This was continued for
three days without any notable improvement.

“The patient was now ordered to take a teaspoonful of Huut's
Apocynum every two hours. In a few hours the urinary secretion
was much increased, and it continued for several days, until the drop-
sical effusions, and the cedematous condition of the limbs, had entirely
disappeared, While under the use of Apocynum, oceasional searifi-
cations were made upon the legs and feet, giving exit to much serum.
As the dropsical effusions diminished, nearly all of the symptoms,
firgt enumerated, gradually disappeared, until finally the patient com-
plained of debility, and occasional parozysms of palpitation of the
heart, the remains of the rheumatism, After a few weeks the patient
retarned to his home in the West, remained in a comfortable condition
for several months, was again attacked with Dropsy and after an
illness of about two months, died.” (Marcy.)

“Apocynum is utterly useless in Bright’s disease, exeept to
remove the Dropsy. T ought to add that albuminaria was present in
none of the above cases. It is 2lso comparatively useless when
inflammation is present.” {Peters.)

* 1 have scen it very effectual in Ascites in the hand of Dr. Okie
of Providence, and have seen it remove the dropsical aceumulations
in Bright’s disease, but never knew it to cure the disense.” (Watson.)

Dr. Wm. P. Fowler says he prolonged the lives of three dropsi-
cal patients, in which the disease was Hepatic cirrhosts, (proved by
post mortem) for several years, by the usge of Apoeynum.

In Dropsy after Scariatine the Apoc{num has not been as
thoroughly tested as it should be. Before I became acquainted with
its value, I relied almost entirely u pon Apis, Colchicum and Digitalis,
and with very good success. But now and then a case would oceur,
marked by bloody urine, very scanty, with general mdema, which
would utterly resist the action of these remedies, My first case
treated with Apocynum, was z little girl, aged about two years, who
had been given up to die by the allopathic attendants, who had given
equills, calomel, eream of tartar, ete. No urine had been voided for
- 24 hours, and all that lad passed for several days previously was
thick and black (frem blood). I commenced with Apocynum, ten
drops of the tineture in half a tumbler of water, a spoonful every
hour. She was cured in a week of the Dropsy. The urine became
profuse in 48 honurs, Since this case I have treated twenty or thirty,
and with uniform suceess. I never got much effect from the 3d
dil. Sometimes the tincture, even in drop doses, failed to act, but 2
resort to a weak decoction of the fresh root always had prompt effects,
(one-half oz. of fresh root to one pint hot water, steep an hour or two.)
In several cases marked by excessive debility, and typhoid symptoms,
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I gave 10 drops of a tincture prepared with Spirit. Nitri duic. instead
of alcohol. It acted beautifully. I am ioclined to think this mode
of preparation a good one. :

Prof. Lee, who claims to have had large experience with this
drug, says: “ It is more certain as a diuretic, if the skin is kept cool,
and cool drinks used. As the chief causes of dropsy are certain
pre-existing lesions of certain organs, as the heart, liver and kidneys,
we, of course can only expect our remedies to act a palliative, unless
these organic lesions can be removed. In cases of idiopathic dropsy,
when the exciting causes are exterpal or physieal agents, as cold,
conjoined with moisture, malaria, suppression of eruptions, or acens.
tomed discharges, excessive depletions, ete., ete., we may expect
curative effects from Apocynum, aided by other remedies adapted to
the pathological state.”

lpn chronic and asthenic forms of dropsy, connected with a watery,
non-albumincus state of the blood, and general weakness of tae
system, the Apocynum is most efficacious, in small and frequently
repeated doses. In cases dependent on mere debility and wal-nutri-
tion, this remedy aided by suitable diet, will often effect a permanent
cure. In advanced stages of albuminuria when there is considerable
effusion, great relief may often be obtained from its use.

Casg 1.-—* General Dropsy in a man of 68, of plethoric habits,
brought on by exposure to cold. Small doses of the decoction were
given, and in a short time all the dropsical symptoms disappeared.”

Case 2.—* A lady of §8, of a full and plethoric habit, subject to
cougestion of the brain, and paralytic geizures of a hemiplegic nature,
in which repeated blesdings had been practiced with apparent good
effect, but followed by scrous effusion inte the plearal, perieardial,
and peritoneal cavities, and cellular tissues generally, the effusion
was successfully removed by small doses of the decoction.”

Case 3.—“ A gentleman of 66, 2 person of spare habit and
accustomed to luxurious living, began ‘to be affected with eough,
shortness of breath and symptoms of agueons deposit in the pleural
cavity followed by wdema of the extremities. The Apocynum was
found to cxzercise complete control over the disease for many years.
He finally died of dropsy.”

Dr, Griscomb reports many cascs of the same character, in which
the Apocynum was successful, In idiopathic dropsies it generally
effected a cure, while in dropsies depending on disease of the liver,
heart or kidneys, its effects were mainly palliative, prolonging life for
years, I’robably, bad it been aided by proper remedies, homeeopathic .
to the pathologieal conditions present, permanent cures might have
been effected.

Dr. H. M. Warrcen relates a cure of Hydrothoraz by Apocynum
cannabinum,

«Mrs, V. R., Oct. 27th, a weak, nervous and delicate woman,
was pregnant with her seeond child, and expecting every day to be
confined. Six days previous to her confinement her feet and limbs
began to bloat, kidneys ceased to act, great dyspncea, and a dry hack.
ing suffocating cough set in. Regardiess of the dropsical condition
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of the lower limbs, they mistook the symptoms for Asthma and
allowed the disease to continue, expecting every hour the attack
would yield. As she steadily grew worse and the dyspoee increased,
they finally sent for me. I immediately notified them of the error
they bad made, and inforimed them of the presemce of water in the
chest. Gave Ars.® centesimal through the day. The following night
she wag confined, but contrary to my expectation the accumulation
of water continucd. She could not breathe in any other buta sitting
position, with the head thrown forward. The coughing bad increased
and was now incessapt, great thirst, scanty urine, small, weak and
quick pulse, and elammy sweat. Continued Ars. and added Aconite
to allay the fever. Next morning found my patient even worse, if
possible. The friends were very much alarmed, and met me with,
“Well Doctor, if you can do anything to help her, it must be done
quickly.”” I prescribed Apocynum cann., five drops every two
bours. The result was satisfactory in the extreme. Next morning,
anscultation and percnssion .revealed the gratifying fact that the
water was diminishing in quantity; and the dyspoeea, cough and
anguish rapidly yielded to the magic virtues of the hemp.”

Dr. F. X. Spranger reports the following cases :

I have lately trealed several cases of Dropsy. The first case
being hydrothorax and anasarca, depending on organic disease of the
heart ; percussion over the region of the beart was entirely soundless.
By the use of Apocynum can. every sign of dropsy disappeared in
two weeks; and percussion sound of the chest became natural. Pa-
tient feeling tolerable well, withdrew from treatment, not wishing to
talte medicine for the heart disease.

Case 2, A man 80 years of age: found him panting for breath,
face bloated, color of the lips, face and finger nails of a bluish-like
lead color, lower extremities, penis, serotum and abdomen considera-
bly swollen, body covered with large drops of cold sweat; could
scarcely speak for waut of breath, Prescribed Apocyuum can.
Better in two days, and has continued to improve ever since,
(December). He now is able to go to church, although the disease of
izhe heart with which he is affected will probably carry him off before
ong.

gSeveml other cases of a similar and dissimilar character derived
great bepefit from this remedy. I did not note the symptoms of the
eases clearly, but only mention them to confirm what has been writ-
ten by several authors on the virtues of Ayocynum can. in curing
dropsy. Whether it is hommopathie to dropsy, or carries the water
off mechanically, I do ot know, for we have very few provings of
this drug, and therefore, we use it only empirically, and necessarily
in larger doses than any oiber drug of which we only have clinical
data. ~ The tincture used I-purchased from Dr. Liodge, which is of
dark brown color. Five years ago I had some from an eastern phar-
macy which was of a gold yellow color, but which bad no effect on
dropsy. I usually give five drops in a teaspoouful of water every
two hours,

Dr. C. C. Smith, of Stamford, Ct., reports the following :
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“I {reated a case of gemeral Dropsy with this drug, with the
following symptoms : Intense thirst, almost constant frontal head-
ache, severe and constant pain in region of kidneys, dry and harsh
feeling of the skin. Abdomen very much bloated, and the presence
of water very easily detected on percussion. Bloatedness of the
face, principally after lyivg down, passing off aftersittingup. Hands
very much increased in size, so that they could not be shut. TLower
limbs enormously swollen, as was also the testicles, the latter being
frightful to behold, and ezceeding anything of the kind I had ever
seen. Testicles swollen so badly, the patient could neither sit, stand
nor lie with any comfort. Urine discharged pretty regularly, but
very scaniy and red, Appetite good, Patien} about 70 years old.
Dropsy produced by suppression of perspiration after a hard day’s
work in cold weather.

Had been treated allopathicafly, but both his physicians deserted
the case. I dissolved about five grs. of Apocynom in a tumbler full
of water, and allowed the patient to take a full tablespoonful every
two hours, lengthening the time to three and then four hours, as the
case continued to progress favorably. In a few days a change for the
better set in, and the improvement continued steadily up to a perfect
eure, which was accomplished in about a month.

I also found the Apocynum to work like 2 charm in the followin
case: A lady of full habit, nervous-lymphatic temperament, hag
suffered for several days with the following symptoms : Severe aching
puin in lumbar region, accompanied with the most distressing * ardor
urinze.” (Constant inclination to pass water, but only about a tea-
spoonful emitted each time. Constant moaning and tossing ahout.
No relief in any position., The usual remedies In such cases gave
no relief whatever, but three grs. of the Apocynum in a tambler fult
of water, administered in dessert-spoonful doses every hour, gave
instantancows- relief. The patient slept well that night, and had no
return of the difficulty. In this case thore was a good deal of bear-
ing-down in the region of the bladder,

From the foregoing, the physician should get a pretty plain idea
of the sphere of action of this valnable drag, in the treatment of
dropsical affections. As the result of my individual experience, I
would lay down the following rules for its administration :

{1) In cases of acute idiopathic dropsies, use the dilutions, begin-
ning with the kighest and descending more or less rapidly, according
to the progress of the disease.

(2) In chronic or atontc dropsies, (secondary) use the tincture, or
if mecessary, the decoction, in one or two dram doses.

Sexual Organs.—The few czperim‘ents which have been made
with the hemp, have not developed any pathogenctic symptoms of the
male sexual organs. Noune of the provers were females, and its action
on the uterns, is only known by some curative effects notieed by J.
H. Marsden, M. D., who gives the following cases :
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He says— For about ten years I have been in the habit of using
the Apocynum in arresting Menorrhagia as well as some other forms
of uterine hamorrhage.”

Case 1. “A lady was laboring voder alarming Uterine hamor-
rhage. It was her regular catamenial period, the flow had been
moderate for a day or two, and ther suddenly set in with so much
violence that she soon became too weak to be out of bed. She was
about 25 years of age, the mother of three children; in her last
labor she had heemorrhage previous to delivery. When I arrived at
the bed side she was almost pulseless and disposed to faint when.
ever she attempted to raise her head from the pillow. There was
great irritability of the stomach, and vomiting. The hamorrhage,
which ceased at intervals, slways resumed when the vital powers
rellied, and the heart resumed in some degree its wonted action. The
blood was usually expelled in large clots, but sometimes was fluid. '
I preseribed, one after the other, all the remedies laid down in the
books, hut with no good results. Several days bad now elapsed, and
I now resolved to try the Apocynum cann, I prepared some extem.
pore tincture from the fresh root. Hastening to the bedside, I found
the havmorrhage still going on undiminished. T preseribed one drop
of my tineture (of uncertain strength) every hour, Almost imme.
diately after commencing the medicine the flow became leas profuse,
and regularly and rapidly declined, withont a single recurrence of its
violenee.” .

Case 2, The patient was a housekeeper, about 40 years of age,
accuztomed to hord service, and but little careful of her health, She
was the wother of one child, born about fiftcen years before. She
bad been suffering from the most exzbhausting menorrhagia for akout
8ix wecks, and had been taking medicine frow an allopathic physicion,
but without benefit. I found her greatly debilitated, pulse feeble
and quick, palpitations very troublesome whenever she attempied to
meve about the housc, stomach excessively irritable. She had heen
obliged to leave off her occupations, and passed her time for the
most part in bed, or seated on a chair by the bedside. The discharge
was fluid, and still undiminished. I lefi Apocynum to be taken in
drop doses at an interval of fwo hours (same tincture as used in first
case.) The next day she had severe vomitings. Her stomach was
too irritable to bear the dose I had preseribed, and which was prob-
ably unnecessarily large. The discharge seemed, however, to be
diminished. After giving some medicines to allay the irritability of
the stomach, I again gave the hemp, a few drops in a teaspoonful of

6
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water. T believe I decreased the strength more than once, before
the remedy could be borne without creating nausea, . The flow, how-
ever, still continued to diminish, and in abont a weck from the time.
of my first visit was rveported to have nearly ceased, It was, of
course, some time before the patient regained her strength. Upon
inquiry made some months afterwards, I was informed that at one or
two periods immediately subsequent, the flow was somewhat above
the normal amount, but seon subsided spontaneously, and that then
she was as regular as is usnal at her time of life.

Dr. Marsden says be could furnish many other cases in his own
practice equally striking, but will only give the following, reported
to him by his friend and former pupil, Dr. W. H. Cook :—

“Mrs. N,, aged 88 years, was taken ill in June, 1863, with
Uterine hamorrhage, and was attended by an allopathic physician
until about the middle of December following. During this period
she esperienced the most frightful floodings, as she termed them,
and for more than three months of the time the flow was continuous,
requiring her to keep her bed for weeks together. After having
hemorrhage for several weeks, she expelled a mass of membrane, (as
she has since informed me,) which I supposed to be the deciduons
lining of the uterus. But, even after this, the hmmorrhage contin-
ued, and in exhausting quantities—so much so, that there was not
a blood-vessel perceptible upon the surface of the body, and the
emaciation was extreme. She had only had 2 cessation of a couple
of weeks together, and but two or three times since the commence-
ment in June, The flow was exeessive at the time of my first visit,
I saw her at 12 m,, and sfter inquiring into the case, I left her four
grs, of the 1st dee. trit. of Apocymum can. (bark of the root) to be
dissolved in two oz. of water, a teaspoonful to be taken every hour
until the hemorrhage should cease, or I should see her again. By
12 o’clock, midnight, the hesmorrhage had almost entirely ceased, and
she left off the medicine. I then gave her other remedies to assist
in recruiting her almost exhausted system, under the use of which
she improved rapidly. In about two weeks the hamorrhage set in
again, when I left her the same perseription, and in less than twenty-
four hours all was right. Since that time there has been no return,
except at her catamenial periods, and then not excessive. I am now
(April 1864) treating her, with a prospect of success, for an ulcera-
ted os tincse. T also gave the same prescription as the foregoing to
another lady who had suffered with Uterine hamorrhage about three.
fourths of the time for several mouths. Some three months have
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since passed, and she now reports herself entirely rid of the trouble
and regular, When I first employed the Apocynum, as above atated,
I had seen no proving of that drog, In my own practice, however, I
have seen enough of itz pathogenesis to satisfy me that it is homaeo-
pathic to Uterine hamorrkage. On two different occasions, when I
gave it to a lady past the tarn of life, in doses of ten drops of the
tincture three or four times a day, for ascites, it had not the slightest
perceptible influence on that affection, but was followed in both
instances, after a few days, by the return of the catamenial flow, very
much in the patural manner. I also remember the case of a yonng
girl, in whom the catamenia had ceased without any apparent ceuse.
She still retained her health and wsual appearance. After tuking the
medicine in pretty large doses for a few days, she was reported all
“right.,” By the way, I would suggest that i cases where amen-
norrhen depends not upon deranged health, but upon some strong
revulsion diverting the female circulation inte other channels, this
remedy might be legitimately used, with the hope that by its primary
-effects it woild restore the necustomed discharge, and break up the
abnormal condition of things.

Prof. G, W. Barnes, of Cleveland, writes :

“ T have used Apoeynum canpabinum with invariable success in
gquite a wumber of cases of Amenorrhea in young girls, attended
with bloating of the abdomen and extremities. I have had good
success with ik, at least in one case of amenorrhesa in which the
latter sympioms were not marked.”

Larynx, Bronchia and Chest.—Unpleasant sensation of heat
ahout the fauces and larynxz.—(Frefigh.) Irresistible disposition to
sigh.  Short, dry cough, and scanty expectoration of white mucus
in the morning., Oppression of the chest on waking.—(Marcy.)
Sense of oppression about the epigasirium and chest. It was diffi-
cult to breathe enough to speak at times.

Crmvican OpservaTions.—Eclectic physicians use it frequently
ag an expectorant. They expect the same effects from it whieh the
allopath gets from his Ipecac., Squills, or Tartar emetic. It undoubt-
edly increases the patural secretions of the bronchial surfaces.
Such hints may be made useful. It indicates that we may use it in
hoarse, loose coughs, with heat of the fauces; or cough with oppres-
gion of the chest; or short, dry cough, with secanty expectoration,
Accompanying hydrothorax, and even ascites, we generallr find a
short, dry cough with oppression, and in such cases Apocynum is
doubly indicated, both for the cough and dropsy. It has cured many
cases of hydrothorax, and relieved many cases of dropsy from heart
disease. As it causes the pulse to be slow, it probably guiets the
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action of the heart—a very important desideratum in hydro-pericar
dium.

Back and Extremities,—Unusual heaviness of the head, with
dull, aching pains in the small of the back and limbs. There was
no tenderness of the region of the kidneys on pressure, but a slight
soreness of the parts when bringing the muscles into action, thus
indicating the muscles as the seat of the pains.—{Marcy) Hard
aching was felt several times in both koees, sufficiently severe to
make me fear that an attack of infammatory rheumatisin was com-
ing on. '

Crimear OBsERvations.— It may be found useful in some rheu
matic affections, but probably more for the after effects, as cedema.
Tn Synovites, after the acute stage has passed, it will probably help to
cause absorption of the effused flnid. It has been found usefnl in
edema of the feet and ankles remaining after typhua,

APOCYNUM  ANDROSEMIFOLIUM,

{Dog’s-bane.)

AnavrocuEs: Aconite, Asclepias tuberosa, Bryonia, Colchicum,
Comierfuga, Iris versicolor, Podophyllum.

Boranicat Description.—This in an indigenous, perennial,
herbaceous plant, from three to siz feet in height, and abounding in =
milky juice which exudes when any part of the plant is wounded.
The stem is smooth and simple below, branched above, usually red on
the side exposed to the sun, and covered with a tough fibrous bark.
It grows in all parts of the United States, from Carolina to Canada ;
is found along fences, wet places, the skirts of woods, and flowers in
June and July. The leaves arc opposite, petiolate, ovate, acute, entire,
emooth on both edges, and two or three inches long, The flowers are
white, tinged with red, and grow in loose, nedding, terminal or axillary
cymes. The peduncles are furnished with very small and acute
bractes. The tube of the corolla is larger than the calyx, and its
border spreading. The fruit consists of a pair of long, linear acute
follicles, containing numerous imbricated seeds, attached to o central
receptacle and each furnished wtih a long seed-down. The root,which
is the part employed, is large, and liie other parts of the plant,
contains & milky juice, ILts taste is unpleasent and extremely bitter,

“The flowers have 2 pleasant, honey-like odor, and contain that
substance, Bees and other inseets eolleet this honey; but small flies
are often caught by inserting their proboscis between the fissures of
the anthers, when it is not easy for-them to extrieate it. They are
often seen dead in that confined situation, after unavailing struggles—
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whenee one of the names of the plant, © catchfly.’ No animals eat it.”
(Rafinesgue.)

Orrreival Preparations.—Tincture of the root, or whole plant;
dilutions.

Meprcar. History.—This plant is known by many common names
illustrative of certain physical qualities which it possesses. The
name, Apocynum, is from the Greck—meaning dog's-bane ; alluding,
probably, to the poisonous effects of the European genus, when given
to the canine species. It is called Milk.weed, Catch.fly, Fly-trap,
Bitter-root, Honey-bloom, ete. ]

The root, when chewed, has an intensely bitter taste, very unpleas-
ant; this taste is perceptible in the whole plant, except the flower.
A decoction is of a red color, and very bitter. A tincture with aleo-
hol is colorless, but very bitter. It contains, therefore, a bitter
principle, soluble in water and aleobol, and a coloring principle, not
gsoluble in aleohol. Tt 2lso contains a volatile oil. Bigelow sayas the
milk-like juice contains czoutchoue. I would advise homeopathic
pharmaceutists to make the tincture with dilute alcohol, and use the
fresh, whole plant, collected just after the flowering seaaon, in August.

This species of Apocynum has not been much used in medicine,
although Rafinesque * made it the officinal species, and barely alludes
to the now isore prominent 4. cannadinum. He says of the A. andre-
semifolinm :

«This is a very actiye plant, highly valued by the Southern
Indians. It is tonic, emetic, alterative, and [anti-] syphilitic. The
root is the most powerful pari; but it must be used fresh, since time
diminishes or destroys its power. The Chickasaw and Choctaw
nations employ it in syphilis, and consider it a specific. They use
the fresh roof, chewed, swallowing only the juice. This latter use
has been iniroduced into Tennessee and Kentueky, as a great secret,
It must act as a tonic in all these cases, tonics being often emetic and
anti-venereal.”

King says it is emetie, tonie, diaphoretic and laxative. “ When it
is required to promptly empty the stomach, without eausing much
nausea, or a relaxed condition of the museular system, the powdered
root may be given in twe or three scruple doses, However, it is said
to oocasion a subsequent weakuess or langnor, from which the patient
is some time in recovering. * ¥ * Tt is reputed useful in rheu-
matism.””  As an instance of the bungling manner in which Eclectics
use the  active principles,”—and indeed all medicines—EKing states
that the Apocynin obtained from thiz plant is “identical in virtue
and chemical constitution with that obtained from 4. cannadinwm.”
This should warn us from using the so-called * concentrated medi-
cines,” mada after such unscientific directions.

Scudder 1 is cqually at fault when he states that both species may
be used for similar purposes.

* Medical Botany, page 3L.
t Materia Modica and Thevapeatios (Eclectic),




86 NEW REMEDIES. ‘

Stnce the appearanee of the first edition of this work, no re-proving
has been made with this plant, and no clinical experience reported;
consequenily T have but little to add. Ti is a little strange that a
medicine capable of causing such characteristic symptoms should he
neglected,

FIEST PROVING,

The following is the original proving by Dr. J. Henry, who
proved it upon himself and two ladies, in pretty large doses, ranging
from 50 to 1,800 drops of the mother tineture, of the fresh root.
(The tincture must have been a very weak prepsration) All the
provers were well when they commeneed taking the medicine, with
the ezception that one of the ladies had suffered from Ileucorrbeea,
and Dr. H, himself had suffered from hamorrhoids.

May 14th —Each person took 50 drops, fasting in the wmorning.
Two of them felt cramps tn the boitems of the feet : the third had
violent heat of the bottoms of the feet, with profuse sweaiing of the
whole body.

May 15.——FEach took 100 drops. Allfelt cramps and burning in the
hottoms of the feet, most severcly in the #iz/ foot, with severe pain
in thejoint of the left big toe, and heat in the right leg and knee.
One of the ladies and Dr. H, complained of great fullness and pain
in the head, of an indescribable chararcter. The next wmorning the
three persons complained of comstipation of the bowels.

May 18th.—All took 150 drops, and experienced about the same
simpt.oms ag on the 15th. Dr. H. fel} rangling pain in his toes,
sharp pains in the middle; tremdling of the body in two provers;
most delightful taste in the mouth of each. Everything smelled like
honey to Dr. H. AZ complained of pains in different parts of the
body, and Dr. H. of much pain in the knee and right showlder. The
ladies complained of puin of all the teeth of the lower jaw, left side.

May 17th.—Each took 200 drops. Neither, except Dr. H., felt
cramps in the bottom of the feet. All experienced symptoms like
those felt on the 16th ; pains and stiffness in the back of the head and
neck; dull heavy pain when breathing, seeming to go from above
downward.

May I8th.—Each took 250 drops. Dr. H. and vuve of the ladies
suffered from painful bilieus diarrheea.

May 19th.—Each took 300 drops, and experienced heaviness of
the body, with a great desire to sleep; flying pains in different parts of
the system ; pain in the head and back of the neck, swollen sensations
of the face and hody, violent ¢tching of body and face.

May 20th. —Each took 350 drops, and experienced all the above
symptoms, with profuse flow of elear urine; pulsating pain in back
of the head, and between the right hand and elbow, constipation of
two persons ; diarrhea of the third, with much pain and rumbling,
only two evacuations, but copious and affording much relief.

May 21st,—Each took 400 drops and expericnced much pain all
over the head ; stiffness of the neck ; pain en turning to the left side ;
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itehing and burning of the face, much lassitude, frequent assing of
clear urine.

May 22d.—Each took 450 drops, and felt all the previous symp-
toms, together with great sneezing, twitching of the face, most violent
pains in oll the joints, great itching and irritation in left nostril.

May 28d.—Each took 500 drops. Violent pain in the left zygo-
matic process, chilliness, lassitude, heat of head and neck, inability to
sleep at night, violent dreams, sleep not refreshing, pain in the left
groin, of a shooling character.

May 24th.—FEach took 550 drops. Ladies suffered from profuse
menstruation, lasting eight days, with violent pressing pain; other
symptoms as before.

May 26th.—Each took 650 drops. Some efforts to vomit; pain
inereased in back of neck, and extending to front ; pains severe above
each wrist, One prover had four bilious evacuations, another ten,
and another, eonstipation.

May 27th.—Each took 1,800 drops. Al sick ; vomiting, purging,
great prostration and trembling of the body. '

These were truly heroic provings, bringing out boldly the charac-
teristic sgymptoms of the drug.

RESUME.

General Symptoms.—Nerves of sensation.—Althongh the remedy
produces a great many painz, and pain implies that the nervous sys-
tem is involved, still it would seem that these were not simple
nervous paing or neuralgias; but rather simulated rheumatic or myal-
gic pains. It may prove useful in rhewmatic-neuralgias.

Nerves of Motion.—It produced cramps in the soles of the feet,
pain and stiffness in back and neck, sneezing, twitching of the face,
ete., yet it secms to act far more specifically upon the fibrous tissues
and nerves of sensation, than upon those of motion,

Fever and Inflammation.—It causes vielent heat in the bottoms
of the feet, with a profuse sweating all over ; heat and pain in the toes,
legs, and kaees. Swollen sensationof the face and body, with viclent
itching of those parts; pulsative pain in head and back of neck, and
between the right hand and elbow ; chilliness, heat of head and neck,
so0 that one cannot sleep at night.

Crwiwar OsservaTions,—According to Dr. Henry, it has been
much used in the South, in bilions desezses and fevers; in the marsh
fever of the rice plantations, in yellow fever, in colds and inflammation
of the bowels and lumgs, in dysentery and diarrhms ; of all these it
seems most homeopathic to befious fever, when attended with bilious
diarrhea, in rheumatic catarrhs, dysenteries and fevers.

On the Fibrous Tissues,—This seems to be the greal field of
its aetion. It has produced cramps in the fect, probably in the mus
cles and tendons ; great pain in the joint of the big too; heat in the

L}
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right leg and koee ; tingling pains in the toes, painsin different parts
of the body, but especially in the knee and right shoulder; pains and
stiffness in back of head and neck ; dull heavy pain in the chest while
breathing ; fiying .pains all over the system ; most violent pain in all
the joints, ete.

Crinicar  OwsErvarions.—All the above prominent symploms

were brought on by tangible doses of the drug. They seem to have
been specifie, for all the provers felt them.

In Rhkewmatism and Rhewmatic Gout, it is perhaps the mos
homeopathic remedy that we are yet acquainted with; it may be
most suitable in bilious subjects, or when there is a prowivent bilicus
disorder in connection with the rheumatism. It secmsto be absorbed
into the system and to penetrate into the inmermost portions of the
body, similarly to the rhenmatic poison, and even to produee those crit-
ical evaenations from the bowels, skin liver and kidneys, which termin-
ate an attack of rheumatism ; and according to the law of * Similia,"”
it ought to be specific for that protean disease.

Mucons Membranes,—We have no decided proof thas it acts
specifically upon this tissue, although it prodmees sneezing and itching
of the nostrils, still it would scem homeeopathic to catarrhal affections
of a rhenmatic character.

Skim.—Tt causes profuse sweuting when taken in large doses; and
also a swollen sensation of the face and body, and itching all over, and
burning itehing of the face, ete.

Crinreal OBSERVATIONS.—It may prove useful in those disagreeable
perspirations which attend or follow rheumatic fever ; and is certainiy
indicated in prurigo, especially when attended with derangement of
the liver.

Head. —Great fullness and pain in the head ; pains and stiffness
in the back of the head and neek. Pulsative pain in back of the
head, and between the right hand and elbow. Pain all over the lLead
with stiffness of the neck. Heat of head aud neck, and chilliness,
lassitude, sleepiness and troublesome dreams. Great pain in all of
left side of head with pain above each wrist.

CLivicar OBsErvaTions.—Itis homoopathic o bilions, rheuma-
tic, and congestive headaches, especially when attended with rheumatic
puins in other parts, preceded by constipation, followed by diarrhces
attended with swelling and itehing of the face, and terminating with
profuse flow of urine, or perspiration. It is also indicated in rhenma-
tic or neuralgic Lemierania.

Eyes and Ears,—No symptoms involving these organs have yet

been evolved, but judging from its general effects, it ought to prove
uaeful in rheumatic affections of those orgaus.

1
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Nose,—With the pains all over, bad severe sneezing with great
itching aud irritation in nostrils. Everything smelled like honey.

Qrinicar OBsERvaTIONs.—With the country people this plant in
decoction, is considered a specific for worms and verminous fever, and
in one case I saw good effects from it after (ina and Santouine
had failed. Its moderate use expelled large quantities of ascaridies.
The above symptoms of the nose, are such as often indicate the pres.
ence of worms,

Face and Teeth.—Swollen sensation of the face and body; vio-
lent #tching of body and face; itching and durning of face, tuwitching
of the face. Pain in all the teeth of the lower jaw, left side.

Crrvicar Ossprvations.—The sensation of swelling of the face
and body is also caused by Aconite,jand is probably a puvely nervous
sensation. The itching ete,, is like that cansed by Opium and Mor-
phia, is probuply of a nervous eharacter, no¢ like that caused by Rhus,
which indicates an impending eruption. The twitching of the face
and pain in the teeth, point it out as a remedy in those rheumatic
ueuralgias of a similar character,

Gastric Symptoms,—Most defighiful taste in the mouth of each.
Nausea and efforts to vomit. Vomiting, purging and great prostration.
Nausea with constipation, bilious vomiting.

Crivicar, OBsERVATIONS,~—80 uniform is its ewmetic effects in large
doses, that it was named by the botanies, American Ipecac. It gen.
erally caused profuse vomitiug of bile. When we have sifious vomiting
with or without diarrheea ; but with pains in the limbs, cramp in the
fect, etc., then the Apos. andros. will prove a specific remedy. In
eases of gastric irritability and debilty from habitual bilioasness, it
will improve the tone of the stomach. .

Stomach and Bowels.—Flying pains in the stomach, fullness and
pain in right side (region of the liver,) with feeling as if something
would pass the bowels, with slight nausca. Constipation (from small
doses, 50 drops.) Biliows and painful diarrhea. Diarrhesa atte nded
with pain and rumbling, bat only two large evacuations, giving much
relief ; 650 drops caused four bilious evacutions in one prover, two
in another, and constipation in a third; constipation and diarrhees
every alternate day. The largest dose caused sickness, vomiting,
purging, prostration, ete.,

Crmicat Osservartions.—Lt indieated in bilious diarrhea with
pain in the bowels and region of the liver ; in constipation like that
caused by jeundice when the bile does not find its way into the bowels,
but is retained io the blood and tissues. It iz indierted in bilious
headaches ; also in bilious fever, when there is much heat and pain in
the head, great tendency to drowsiness, or restlessness with trouble-

some dreams, and either bilious diarrheea or constipation, with pains in
the limbs.
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Urinary Ogans.—Profuse flow of clear urine. Frequent passing
of elear urine.

Crinicar Opservarions.—Previons to a bilious attack some per-
sons have profuse flow of clear urine, with chilliness, headache, ete.
This remedy would scem homoeopathie to such symptoms, It has been
usedsuccessfully in dropsy from diseasedliver.

Genital Organs.—Profuse menstruation, lasting eight days, and
attended with violent pressing down pain. One of the ladies was
troubled with leucorrheea before taking the medicine.  She was
cured and has not since had a return.

Crintcar Remarks.—Prof. Lee says, ““ The Choctaw Indians use
it extensively for the cure of venereal affections, for which they
regard it ag specific. They chew the fresh root, awallowing ouly the
juice, There is no doubt of its efficacy in secondary avd tertiary
syphilis.”

Back and Extremities, —It caused severe pains in different parts
of the body, back of the head, arms, legs, feet, shoulder, and violent
pains in all the joints. (See “ General Symptoms,” and ** Fihrous
Tissues.”)

Cuivicar Opservarions.—No remedy seems more indicated by its
pathogenesis for museular and articular rheumatism and Gowr. We
hope to see it thoroughly tested in practice. 3

ARALIA RACEMOSA,

. (Spikenard.)

Anavogves: (a) Asarwn canadense, C‘l@amomillza, Calopleyifun,
Trillivm, (0) Rumez, Alnus rubra, Calenduis.

Boranicar DescripTion.—This plant is indigenous, but has some
ropertics in common with its English relative, the A, racemosa of
Einneeus. It also nearly resembles the A. nudicaulis, so mueh so
that King deems 1t to have about the same medicinal virtues. The
A. racemosa has a herbaceous, widely branched, smooth stem, three
or four feet in height, dark green or reddish, and arising from a thick
aromatic root. The leuves are decompound ; the legf-stalls divide
into three partitions, each of which bears three or five large, uvate,
pointed, serrate, slightly downy leaflets. Umbels numercus, small,
arranged in branching racemes from the axilla of the leaves or
branches. It flowers in July, and grows in rich woodland. The ront
is large, spiey, aromatic.
OrricivaL  Prerarations,—Tincture of the fresh root and the
dilutions ; triturations of the dried root.



ARALIA RACEMOSA. 91

Meproar. History.—The root is much used by the country
people in the composition of beer, cough syrups and infusion in colds.
Culpepper says the “Spikenard is an Indian plant.*” Dioscorides
mentions it as a plant of “a heating, drying faculty.” But the
Nardus indica is, aceording to Wood, a species of valerian, and
although aromatie, was qmte a different plant from the American
variety, though having a general relationship. Itis deemed hy the
eclectics to be alterative, tonie, diaphoretic, stimulant, pectoral, vulze-
rary and demuleent; and is said to be useful in cachectic habits,
Scrofula, Syphilis, Mercurial affections, and cutaneous diseases. “A
cordial prepared from the berries is highly recommended in gouz of
the stomach. The root is powdered and made into a poultice and
applied to old, indolent, irritable, foul, fetid and offensive ulecrs, for
which it is truly valuable. A decoction is used as a wash for wleers,
tetter, ringworm, erysipelas,” eto.—(Michauz} * The juice or essen-
tial oil has heen employed in ear-ache and deafness.”—(Rafinesque.)

“ It iz most frequently employed in chronic pulmonary affections,
such as Phitlusis, Chronic catarrhal affections, Coughs and Colds.”—
(Scudder) Culpeppert says,— It is good to provole the urine, and
eageth pains of the stone in the reins and kidneys. T9 women with
clhald it is forbidden to be iaken invardly.” Scudder writes,~— It
is highly esteemed by many in certain diseases peculiar to females,
(women} as Leucorrhaa, Prolapsus wteri, Chlorosis, in enfeebled
states of the mervous system, and in geveral debility. It is used as
a wash to change the offensive state of the secretions from the vagina
and uterus, as in some cases of Jewcorrhaa, and in other cases when
the seeretions become acrid and offensiwe, as in some instances after
confinement.”

By the allopathic school this plant is eonsidered almost inert, or
a8 an unimportant demuleent or aromatie. It is certainly very mild
in its action, as large quantities of the decoction may be taken with-
out any apparent effeet, No pathogenesis has yet appeared, nor have
I observed any symptoms, except curative, arise from its use, unless
profuse sweating would be called pathogenetie, Like many other
simple plants, many of its alleged good effects may have arisen from
the form in which it was administered, namely : a warm decoction.
On the other hand, it doubtless has some specific virtues. Culpepper’s
remarks above would seem to imply that it has some affinity for the
generative orpans, I have known its use in decoetion, taken in wine-
glassfull doses (cold)} twice or thrice a day, of apparcnt benefit in

* The same author evidently eonsiders it identical with the Eaglish # Spikenard.™
1 English Herbal.
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Leucorrhea, with pressing down pain in the uterus. The popular
testimony is quite convincing, relative to its cnrative influence in
coughs, bromchitis, and laryngitis, of a chronic character, probably
catarrhal.

Concerning the medicinal use of Aralia racemosa, Dr. D. w.
Rogers, of Coldwater, Michigan, writes: “My attention was first
called to it more than a year ago, by & lady who said she had made
use of it for several years as a domestic remgdy in Dysinencrrhvea.
A warm infusion made from the root, and taken a swallow or two at
a time every fow moments, will relieve the worst cases in from one
to two hours, I am quite satisfied of its efficacy in such cases. I
have had some experience with it in cases gimulating «Puerperal peri-
tonitis. The following cases will illnstrate its efficacy :”

“Mrs. W——, on the third day after delivery, was attacked witha
scvere chill ; the lochia was suppressed at once, the abdomen became
distended, and tympanitic, with excruciating pains in the bowels and
uterine region. All these symptoms were attended with high fever.
An allopathie physician was called, who attended her for four days,
during which time she grew constantly worse. The physician then
gave an unfavorable diagnosis, said it was a desperate case, and must
terminate fatally; that she could not live twelve hours, At this
juncture a lady friend came in and administered a warm infusion of
the fresh root. Tu two hours the patient was easier, and in cight
hours the lochial discharge retnrned, with profuse perspiration. She
improved rapidly from that hour, and in a few days was convalescent.
No other medicine was given.”

Two similar cases came under my observation, in which the Aralia
acted with similar good effects. In cases of recent Amenorrhoen this
remedy is capable of restoring the secretion.

A lady of middle age took a violent cold, about twenty-fonr
hours after the menses appeared. They had ceased twenty-four hours
before the Aralia was given. It was administered in the form of
warm infasion. Almost immediate relief to the pain ensued, and the
.secretion returned.”

The above clinical experience would scem to show that the Aralia
bad some influence on the nterine functions. Medieal sceptics would
probably say that it had the effect of any warm stimulating infusion.
Although T have known hot erust-coffee (toast water) taken freely, to
bring back the loehia, yet one wonld hardly suppose it would infla-
ence a condition of such unfavorable appearance as the one first
related.



ARUM TRIPHYLLUM.

{Indian Turnip.)

Anavoaurs: Arum mac., Allium satt., Nitric acid, Phosphorus,
Kali chioricum, Capsicum, Phytolacca, Belladonna,| Xanthozylum,
Baptisia, (N.B.—These analogues relate only to its local effect upon
the mouth, fauces, ete.) ‘

Boranrcar, DescrirtioN.—The A. triphyllum of the United States
eorresponds closely with the A. maculatum-of Europe; both have
very similar effects. Our native species is found throughout North
and South America, growing in rich, shady woods and swamps. The
cormus is en inch or two in diameter, aud covered with brown, wrink.
led epidermis, and internally white, fleshy and solid. The whole plant,
when recent, has apeculiar odor and viplent acrid taste ; the root, when
chewed, causes an insupportable burning and biling sensation in the
mouth and throat, continuing for a long time. This acrid prineiple is
vory volatile, and is expelled by heat. Hence they are roasted and
ate by the Indians. The acrid principle is not imparted to water, ether,
aleohol, or olive oil. By drying, the root loses all its activity. The
medicinal qualities of the root reside principally in this aerid, volatile
principle. Owing to its unstable nature, it will be found very difficult
to procure any preparation in which it will be retained. I would
recommend, as the most probable way of preserving this volatile
prineiple, that the juice of the fresh root he rapidly triturated with
sugar of milk, (according to the decimal scale} and the trituration kept
in bottles sealed hermetically, and guarded from the light and heat.

The acrid principle has been called Aroine, and hecomes an in-
flammable gas, by heat or distillation, Prof. Lec says: ¢ The only
way to preserve the active principles of the root is te bury it indry
sand, by which method it may be preserved for a year.”

Gexeran Erreors.~—The Arnm triphyllum may well be ranked
among our most active alterants, for besides being a powerful local irris
tant when taken internally, it stimulates all the seeretions, particularly
those of the skin and lungs. It also quickens the cireulation and rouses
the nervous energy, so that there is no organ or function but feels its
influence.”—Lee.

“It has heen advantageously given in asthma, pertussis, chronie
eatarrh, chronie rheumatism, and affections connected with a cacheetic
state of the system.— Wood.
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~ The fresh root grated or reduced to a pulp, with three times its

weight of sugar, is palliative to flatnlence, cramp in the stowach,
asthmatic and consumptive affections ; and also in lingering atrophy;
debilitated habits, great prostration in typhoid fevers, deep scated
rhenmatic pains, ete.—Rafinesque.

All writers agree that it is a remedy which may be nsed to advan-
tage as a stimulant.

We have no proving, except that which relates to its local effects
upon the mouth and throat.

General Symptoms, —The root, in doses of four or five grains,
causes a sensation of burning heat in the stomach and cesophagus
which seecms rapidly to spread all over the body. Then follow a quick-
ening of the cirenlation, heat of the skin with warm perspiration, and
some exaltation of the nervous energy. All the secretions are some-
what increased.

LOCAL EFFECTS.

Mouth, Throat, Tongue, etc.—The fresh root when chewed,
canses an insupportable durming and biting sensation in the mouth
and throat, continued for a long time. The sensation experienced in
the mouth, throat and tongue is absolntely indeseribable T never felt
any sensation 20 tormenting and unbearable.

The following narrative® of the effects of the Arum macwlatum:
so nearly resembles the effects of the Arum triphyllum, as I have
observed and felt them, as to be nearly identical: « After chewing a
young leaf-stalk for a few seconds, a very intense, prickling, stinging
pain, was felt upon the tongue and mincows membrane of the lips
and throat, accompanied with a flow of saliva, which seemed to relieve
the pain a little—the pains were as if a hundred little needles bad
been run into the tongue and lips. A friend, whe followed my exam-
ple, had, in addition to these symptoms, constriction and burning in
the larynx, his tongue was swollen, and its papilla injected and raised.
The mucus membrane of the throat and lips was inflamed. The pains
¢n the tongue and lips were increased hy pressure with the teeth. In
two or three cases the leaves have been eaten by children, and have
produced very distressing effects. In one instance, three children
partook of them. Their tongres became swollen, so as to render
swallowing difficult, and convulsions followed : one died in twelve, and
another in sixteen days; the third recovered.”

Some cases of dangerous poisoning have been reporied oceurring
from eating the A. triphyllum.

+ British Jouwrnal of Homeopaihy, vol. xvi, 7w 321
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Crmvicat OpsErvarions,— Although the local effects of Arum are
very notable, yet Wwe have no clinical experience to show its praetical
usefulness in cases of disease affecting the mouth and throat. Dr. J.
3. Douglas recommends it in Quinsy and Angina. Dr. Hill, in his
Surgery, proposes it in similar affections. If we would preserve the
volatile, acrid principle intact in our preparations, we might expect
good results from its use, perhaps, in cases to which itis homeoeopathie.
1t is indicated in the following affections : Glossitis, when the swelling
is yapid and accompanied with prickling and burning paina. Stomati-
tis, in its most acute form, with great tumefaction of the lips, mucous
membrane of the mouth, ete., followed by superficial uleeration, Ede-
ma of the Glottis,—The symptoms of Arum-poisoning present many
points of resemblance to this fearful disease. The rapid tumefaction
of the tissues, the pains and many other loeal symptoms, are very
gimilar. It may prove more useful than Apis, Belladonna or Rhus,
but we cannot expect much from any preparation of the Arum, unless
it coutuing the acrid principle mentioned. Mereurial or Idiopathic.
Salivation, in some of ity forms, may be met with this remedy ; also,
Inflammation of the mucous follicles of the throat, with exudation of
mucus, constant “hawking,” and profuse secretions from the diseased
tissucs. Acute and chronic Catarrk of the faucus and posterior
nares, may come under the curative range of this remedy. It has
been used with advantage in enlargement of the tonsils,

Dr. Lippr considers the Arum of value in malignant scarlating,
He reports a case* in which Arum tri, 6th and 80th, appeared to
prove curative for the following symptoms :

“Very delirious; nose discharges a good deal of thin, watery,
ichorous fluid; nose sore, lips very sore, cracked and bleeding, as
well as the corners of the mouth; the mouth felt so sore ingide that
he was unable to drink; tongue red, papillas swollen and standing off;
between the abdomen and legs, sore, moist places, the same on the os
coecygis; the sub-maxillary glands swollen ; pulse 140, hard and fall,
voice hoarge.” Dr. Lippe adds that “the similarity of Nitric acid
and Arum triph., in the second stage of scarlet fever, is very great,”
and that * the most indicative symptoms for Arum are the great sore
feeling in the mouth, the redness of the tongue, the elevated papille,
the cracked corners of the mouth, and lips; stoppage of the nose
without much coryza, Urine verf abundant and pale, sub-maxillary
glands swollen, The eruption all over the body, with much itching
and restlessness.” The same author says Arum causes a preat hoarse-
ness and sore throat of clergymen and public speakers.

Respiratory Organs.—The Arum has a time-honored reputation
in Coughs. In dry coughs, the dried root is valued high. It pro-
motes expectoration and mitigates the paroxysms and has even cured
some obstinate cases. In Joose coughs, oceuring in children and aged
persons, when there is inability to expectorate the accumulated mucus
this medicine is said to act in a beneficial manner, In this respects
it resembles Squills, Phosphorus, ete. . Asthma humidun has been

* Amotican Hom, Review, vol. 3, . 25,
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relieved and notably palliated by the powdered dryroot. In all these
affections the lower triturations of the dry root will be the best prep-
parations,

This is one of those peculiar remedies which can never come into
extensive use, because of the evancscent character of its effects, and
the difficulty of making athorough provingof it. Its sphere of action
1slimited, being but 2 faint analogue of its great prototype Phosphorus-

ASARUM  CANADENSE,

{Wild Ginger.)

L
ANsLoGUES : Asarum europeum, Senecio gracilis, Aristolochia
serpentaria, Tanacetun, Sabina, Arnica, Senega, Terebinthine.

Bortaniear DescriprTioN,—Asaram canadense, likewise called
Indian ginger, Colt’s foot, Canada Snakeroot, has a closeresemblance
to the A, Buropsum, The rhizoma is long, creeping, fleshy, pointed,
_yellowish, and furnished with radicles of a similar color. The stem
is very short, dividing, before it emerges from the ground, inte two
long, round, bairy leaf.stalks, ecach of which bears a broad, semiform
leaf, pubescent on both sides, light green and shining above, veined
and pale, or bluish, below. The flower is solitary, growing from the
fork of the stem, upon a pendulous, hairy peduncle, being often con-
cealed by the loose soil, or decayed vegetagle matter arcundit. The
calyx is very wooly, consisting of three bread concaves, acuminate
segments, of a brownish, dull purple or greenish color on the inside,
at top and bottore, depending on the amount of light which the plant
enjoys, and terminated by a long, spreading, inflected point, with
reflected sides. Corolla wanting. Filaments twelve, unequal in
length, inserted wpon the ovary, and rise with a slender point above
the anthers, whieh are attached to their sides just below the extrem-
ity. OQvary inferior, somewhat hexagonal ; style conical, striated and
parted at top into siz recurved, radiating stigmas, Capsule six-celled,
coriaceous, and crowded with the adhering calyz, The Asarum c.
is a native of the United States, growing in woods and shady places,
and flowering from April to July. The whole plant has a grateful,
arorpatic odor, and bitter, but agreeably aromatic taste. The root is
in long, contorted pieces, varying in thickness from a line to four or
five inches in diameter, brownish and wrinkled externally, internally
hard, brittle and whitish. It contains a light-celored pungent, and
fragrant cessential oil, a reddish, bitter resinous matter, starch, gom,
fatty matter, chlorephyll, and szlts of potassa, lime and iren.

OrriciNan Prepanations.—Tinctare and triturations of the root.
Gexeran Errecrs.—It is a close analogue of the European
Asarum, but perhaps milder in its action. Not much use has been
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made of it by either achool of medicine in this country. No proving
has been made, and it is introduced into this work for the purpose of
calling attention to it, and provoking pathogenetic and clinical exper-
iments. From the analysis of the root giver above, we should judge
it capable of becoming a polychrest of some value, King makes but
brief mention of it, designating it as an aromatic stimulant, tonie,
diaphoretic and cxpectorant, He says it is of value in colic and
other painful affectivas of the stomach and bowels when no inflam-
mation exists, and in chronic pulmonary affections,

Scudder gives it a more extonded notice; says it iz stimunlant,
carminative, tonie, diaphoretic, peetoral, errhine and emmenagogue.
He is inclined to think its therapeutical virtues are but imperfectly
understood.

Waorl* pays it is somewhat analogous to Serpentaria in its opera-
tion, He places it among the stimulant tonics, and advises its use
in Jow fevers, and for the same purposes as ginger. * It might be
appropriately used as an 2djuvant of tonic and purgative infusions, in
debilitated states of the alimentary camal.”

Leet says the Ruropean Asarnm Las acrid properties which the
American does not possess. * Unlike the former, it has no emetic or
eathartic properties, even in large doses and in the fresh state. In
Canada it has long been used as a condiment in place of ginger. It
might be used with advantage in exanthematous affcctions, when the
eruption is tardy in appearance, or has been repelled. The infusion
will be found usefn) in trapquilizing the stomach, and checking
vomiting ; also in some forms of Dyspepsia.” He endorses the ree-
ommendation of Rofinesque as to its usefulness in cachexia, Aypo.
chondriasis, palpitations, low fevers, convalescences, obstructions,
whooping cough, ete. In some parts of the country, he says, greac
reliance is placed on it as an emmenagogue.

In relation to the last named action, Scudder says he has been
informed that the root of the Asarum canadense was used by the
Indians as a parturient, and also as an abortive, “It was also said
to be used frequently by white wowen to prevent conception, and
also to cause abortion in cases where couception had occurred, when
they did not desire children, and also in cases in which the patient
wished to conceal her guilt. From these reports, some of which
seemed to be well authenticated, we were induced to try it asan
emmenagogue, and in many iostances it appeared to act promptly and

‘Thernpeuhcs and Phamacolon Vol. I, p. 360,
t Jour. of Mut. Med. Vol,
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efficiently in restoring the uterine seeretion. Its general excitant and
tonic properties, adapt it to asthenic states of the system, in which
there is torpor of the uterine vessels. We have given it conjoined
with other agents, as Savin, Senecio, Angelica, cte., and have derived
great advantage from its use, associated with these articles, in pec
toral affections, complicated with uterine obstructions.”

It is a pity Dr. Scudder did not use it alone, and wnassociated
with other medicines. He would be better enabled to judge of its
value, and we should have more confidence in his recommendations.

In general terms, the Asarum canadense seems to possess reme-
dial properties similar to the analogues mentioned above, but is of a
milder character, It seems to act upon the vascular system and
mucous membrane as an irritant. Notwithstanding the assertion of
Lee, it would doubtless cause inflammatory irritation of the whole
alimentary canal, with nauses and vomiting; also aet upon the
urinary and genital ergans to such a degree as 10 set up congestive
conditions. I do not doubt its power in Amenorrhaea from simple
atony of the uterus, from a cold or eatarrhal attack; por that it is
capable of causing abortion in a woman, whose uterus is in an irrite-
ble condition. An irritable uterus may be made to throw off the
product of conception, or take on haemorrhage, by the administration
of any stimulating, warm infusion, which shall cause an afflux of
blood to that organ.

It will probably prove homaeopathic to slight febrile irritation,
procceding from disorder of the alimentary canal, with nansea and
vomiting ; alse cofic from flatulence, especially when these symptoms
occur in sensitive persons and children.

It would seem to be indicated in wterine hamorrhage, threatened
" abortion, profuse lochia and other symptoms caused by irritation of
the uterus, but it will never prove of equal value with its more potent
analogues in diseased conditions, A thorough proving may develop
some peculiar symptomatic characteristics which will render it of
value to the physieian,




ASCLEPIAS INCARNATA.

(Swamp Milkeced.)

ANavocUEs ! Asclepias tulerosa and A. syriaca, Ipecacuanha,
Caulophylium, Cimicifuga, (?) Puisatilla, (?) Sabina, (1) Senecio.(1}

Boranicat Descriprion.—This plant is known by various namese
as Swamp Stlkweed, Flesh-colored Asclepias, Rose-coloved-Silkweed:
White Indian hemp, ete. It bhas a smooth, ereet stem, with two
downy lines a2bove and on the branches aod peduncles, branching
above, and about two or three feet high. The Zeaves are opposite,
oblong, lanceolate, acute or pointed, obtuse at the base, on ahort
petioles, and slightly tomentose. The Aowers are red or reddish-
purple, sweet-scented, and disposed in numerous umbels, which are
crowded, erect, mostly terminal, and often in opposite pairs. Hoods
of the erown entire, horns exsert, subulate. The leaves are four to
seven inches lomg, and from one half an inch to an inch and a half
wide ; umbels are from two to six, on a peduncle two inches long,
and consist of from ten to twenty small flowers, There are several
varieties of this plant, the A, pulchra, which is more bairy, with
broader and shorter petioled leaves; the A. giabra, which is almost
glabrous, with two opposite longitudinal bairy lines on the stem, and
leaves glabrous, with rough margins, midrib glandular below; and the
A, alba, which bhas white flowers. This plant grows in damp and wet
soils throughout the United States, and bears red flowers from June
to August. It emits a milky juice on being wounded.

The root is the offcinal part; i varies in thickness from one to
six lines, and is of a light yellowish or brownish color. It imparts
its properties to water and aleohol. .

Orricivarl PreEparatione.—Tincture and triturations of the root,

Mrepicar History.—The properties of this variety lave not been
investigated by either school to any extent. Scudder says it pos.
sesses properties similar to the other varieties, and he has known it
to be employed as a domestic remedy in digrrhaa and dysentery,
Durand recommends it in the same doses, and for the same disonses,
as the A. syriaca, and assert that in “pectoral” afections it proved 28
adrantageous,

Dr. Tully states that the root of this species may be used with
benefit in catarrh, asthma, rhewmatism, syphilis and verminous
affections.  Dr. Sabin esteemed it highly as a poultice to fumors.
swelling of the mamonary glands, pleurisy and other local inflamma-
tory affections. In large doses it is known to be emetic and cathartie,
and Dr, Griffith says, It lias been found not only alterative, diaphor-
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etic and diuretic, but one of the finest apericnts in the Materia
Medica.”

Dr, Hauser® has used it with the happiest results in many forms
of fever. “In the treatment of gomorrkoea and syphilis, there
probably is nothing equal to it now knowa to the medieal fraternity.”
Dr. H. saya: “I have used, for many years, the tincture only, pre-
pared with diluted aleohol, on aceount of the gum with which the
root abounds. I prepare it as follows :

R. Asclepias inearnata oz, iv.
Dilute Aleohol, Oji.
After about fourteen days maceration it is ready for use. I have
generally prescribed it in a tablespoonful dose three times a day, 2. e,
before breakfast, dinner and supper. And this I have done with
very little regard to the stage of disease, both in gororrhes and
syphilis, bowever heterodox aud unscientific it may appear to those
nice critics in the medical fraternity, who theorize learnedly but fail
in practice.” He reports three cases of gonorrhaa »

Case 1. “ Was afflicted with ‘running of the reins, brought on by
a strain,” and it bad aflicted him long and sorely, even to the extent
of a change from white to greenish discharges. I put bLim on tine-
tare of Asclepias incarnata alone, but as his business required him to
ride a great deal on horseback, thus keeping up the irritation in the
genitel region, I think it was two wecks before I succecded in curing
him.”

Case 2. “'Was of intemperate habits as well as prisputic. A
single bottle of oz, viij cured him.

. Case 3, “ Was badly off. His business required daily riding on
horseback, but the Asclepias cured him in three days.”

These cases, though reported in 2 bungling manner, would seem
to indieate that this medicine possessed some specific influence over
discharges from mucous membranes. The same writer reports a case
of syphilis which he thinks was cured with this remedy, but as he
blistered the mammary gland, and rubbed on the denuded surface
mercurial ointment, it would be absurd to suppose the Asclepias had
anything to do with the cure.

To the above, from allopathic and eclectic svurces, we can add but
little elinical experience from the homeeopathic.

Dr. Fowler,} of New York, speaks in the most unequivocal terms
of the virtues of the A. incarnata in Amenorrhioes, and avers that it

* Tilden's Yournal of Materia Medica. Vol 1, p.4l.
1 N. A, Jourpa] of Hom. Vol 6, p. 128,
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is capable of producing abortiom, even in comparatively minute doses,
e. g., from two to three drops twice  day. He states that it is in
cominon use among women of a certain class, for this latter purpose,
and in a case which came under his own observation, it had been
used seven times with this view, and cach time with suceess. The
above dose was all that was ever taken, according to the statement of
the patient herself, and she could have no inducement to pervert the
truth, for, as Dr. Fowler remarks, ** It was immaterial to her whether
she took one drop or a teaspoonful, provided the end was attained.”
He hag himself administered it in one case of deformed pelvis,
(where a previous labor had been terminated at full term by the
mutilation of the child,} with complete success, He administered it,
as above, in three drop doses, and in twelve or sixteen hours, labor
pains were induced, which resulted in a satisfactory expulsion of the
uterine contents within forty-eight hours, without ill consequences of
any kind ensuing. )

A few months after this statement of Dr. Fowler's appeared, Dr,
A, C. Joues, of Philadelphia, undertook te test it3 assumed powers.
He gave it to a woman who had passed one menstrual period. He
did not know whether shé was pregnant or not when he begau its
administration, The following is a record of the case :

On the 15th of Qctober, (about the time of her regular flow,) two
drops of the tincture was given, and repeated in twelve hours. No
effect, From this date until the 24th, she took at first five drops, and
then ten drops, three times daily. On the 24th, « 8light pain in the
lewbar region ; felt o drop of blood on her finger when applied to
the os uteri.” A digital examination proved the os to have a tricus-
pid form, hard to ihe feel, the cervix as usual; some reddish muecus
adbered to the finger. Upon introducing the uterine sound, the
cavity of the uterns was found somewhat enlarged, but not gravid.
Gave ten drops four times a day. _

26th, Not the slightest effect, Continued fifteen drops at a dose,
and finally twenty drops four hours apart.

29¢h. Half 2 fuid ounce has been taken. No effeet, cxcept that
the breath, for two days, had a stale, fishy odor, some headache, and
flushed cheeks. Made an examination with a speculum, QCervix
uteri quite soft and almost obliterated ; its os highly congested, pre-
senting a welk defined ecircalar face about the size of 2 * new cent”
piece ; sanguineous mucus adhering to it; the walls of the vagina
much relazed, presenting the usual healthy color, with slight leucor-
rhea, Passed the sound with ease. The cavity of the womb larger

»
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than before. Probed over its entire surface without produeing any
pain, Found that it was unimpregnated.

80th. Some lassitude and headache; remained in bed part of the
day. The next day she felt well, attended to her household duties,
and at night went to 2 party and danced.

Nov. 2d. Scanty menstrual flow, with no unpleasant sensations.
The slight discharge contirued until the 7th when it ceased.

gth. During the excitement of passion it returned, and continned
at short intervals up to the 18th. Continued well up to the 24th,
the time of writing. She bas dark hair, is well formed, about four
feet eight inches high, sprightly manners. Has had two labors, the
first, embryotomy ; the last, thirteen months since, forceps were used ;
child still-born. “ This case,” says Dr. Jones, ** proves but little in
favor of the Asclepias, except that as much as twenty drops may be
taken without injury. I have used it in several cases of suppressed
menstruation without benefit. The preparation used by Dr. Fowler
is doubtless different from that in ordinary use.”

We think that Dr. Jones was too hasty in the above eonclusions.
The normal conditions of the os and cervix during menstruation, is
not at all like his deseription, given above, and there were certain
symptoms which appeared before the flow, which doubtless belonged
to the drug. Itis to beregretied that Dr. Jonoes did not make the same
examinations of the uterus at the next menstrual period, when no
Asclopias was taken. If the open and congested os was pathogenetic
of the drug, then it is homeopathic to a morbid condition whieh
sometimes oceurs during gestation.

It may be capable of causing abortion in women of irritable,
relazed constitutions, but Dr. Fowler’s case of the woman who invar-
iably caused it on berself with the drug, isnot altegether reliable. In
cases of habitual abortion, from any cause, the accident is liable te
oceur at the same period. Women subjeet to abortion sometimes
take some drug, and at about this period the abortion oceurs, 2nd the
credit is given to the drug, when probably the uterns would have
expelled its contents without any such aid. In the case where Dr.
T, gave it himself, it certainly seemed to be efficient.

About the time of the publieation of Dr. Fowler’s statement, I
procured some tincture of Merrill & Co., of Cincinnati, which I was
asgured was reliable ; but I could not get any cffects from it in amen-
orrhoea, or in two cases of pregnancy, in the third meoth, where au
abortion was considered proper and justifiable. Several physicians
gave me the same testimony adverse to the alleged powers of the
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Asclepias incarnata. I used it in doses varying from five drops of
the ¢ essential tineture” up to one teaspoonful. The pathogenetic
effects T noticed were nausea, vomiting, papescent diarrheea, profuse
discharge of urine, and sweat,

ASCLEPIAS  SYRIACA,

(Silh-Weed.)

ANavocurs : Asclepias tuberosa, Asclepias incarnate, Apocynum
androsemifolium, Apocynum cannabinum, Bryomia, Ciémicifuga,
Colchicum, Dulcamara, Eupatorium purpureum, Ipecacuanha,
Squilla. .

Boranicar Descrrrion.—This is the Asclepias corouti of Gray,
(I retain the name Syriaca given it by Linnmus, as in the first
edition.) This plant is known as Milkweed in many parts of the
country, hag a large, stout, simple, somewhat branched stem, growing
from two to five foet high, The Jeaves are ovate, elliptical, spreading,
opposite, with a short hut distinet petiole, gradually acute, and
tomentose beneath, The fowers are fragrant ; wmbels several, axillary,
sub-terminal, nodding, dense, globose, each of tweniy or more flowers.
Calyx segments lanceolate,  Corolla pale or greenish purple, reflexed,
leaving the corona, which is of nearly the same hue, quite conspicu-
ous. DBut few of the flowers prove fertile, producing oblong-pointed
pods or follicles, covered with sharp prickles, which contain a mass of
long, silky fibres, with seeds attached, and which fibres have been
used for beds, pillows, and in the place of fur in wanufacturing hats.

Histor¥.—This herb is indigenous to the United States, inhabit-
ing rich soil, uncultivated fields, ete., and bearing whitish-purple
fowers from June to September. When wounded it emits a milky
fluid which coutains water, waz-like fatty matter, gum, caoutchoue,
sugar, various salts, ete, A crystalline, resinons substance, allied to
lactucone, has been obtained from the juice of the A. cornuti, to
which the name of the Asclepione has been given. It is procured by
boiling and then filtering the juice and separating the Asclepione
from the filtrate by ether, from which it may be subsequently obtained
by evaporation, and purified by several washings with pure ether.
Asclepione thus obtained is 2 crystaline solid, without taste or smell,
and is readily dissolved by spirits of turpentine, pure acetic acid,
and sulphuric ether.

Orricivar PrEParaTioNs.—Tincture of the fresh rvvot and dila-
tions. Triturations of the dried root, and tincture.

Mepicar History.-—This plant has not been as much used .'in
medicine as its congener, the A. tuderosa. Writers of the opposite
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schools have usually dismissed the Silkweed with the remark that its
properties are similur to those of the other species of Asclepias.

There are some exceptions, however, even in the allopathie ranks.
Drs, Richardson, Puttee and Clerborne have experimented with this
gpecies, and got effects which were worthy of record.

Dr. Richardson* found the root possessed of anodyne properties
He guve it with advantage to an asthmatic patient, and in a case of
typhus fever, attended with catarrfi. To both instavees it appeared
to promote expectoration, aud to relieve cowgh, pain and dyspnea.
He gave a drachns of the powdered bark of the root iv divided doses
during the day.

Dra. Smith and Howard{ observe that they have used it success.
fully in dropsy, and claim it to be sudorific and emmencgogue.

Hollembaek says it is anedyne, diuretic and alterative, and that
the dried juice has been used as a substitute for opium, to allay
nervouns trritation.

According to King§ the root of this plant is tonie, diuretic, altera-
tive, emmenagogue, purgutive and emetic; and given in large doses
it is stimulant and authelmintie, Dr. Richardson has atiributed
anodyne properties to it, and other observers have testified to the
same, “ It has been found useful in amenorrh@a, dropsy, reten-
tion of wrine, asthma, dyspepsia, cough, dyspnea, consiipation,
primary syphilitic diseases, worms, scrofulous and rheumatic disorders.
The action of the heart is augmented under its use.”

Prof. Lee thinks this plant deserving of further investigation.
He remarks that it resembles Cimicifuga in its action, especislly in
rheumatic affections. The experiments, so far, would seem to support
this idea.

A writer in the American Journal of Medical Sciences, in o paper
on the effeets and uses of this specific, suys, * This plant has long
been in use among the vegroes of the South ns a remedy for gleet,
gonorrhea, scrofula, ete., and a common ingredient in many of the
Indian cough nostrums of the present day. Kmpiries bave exten-
sively cmployed the root and other portions of the plunt with wore
or leas success. The most nsual mede of administration is in powder
or infusion, the latter made with water and whisky., Old cases of
gleet of many years’ standing have been reporied eured, after other
remedies had failed, by taking a wine-gloss full of the infusion of the
fresh root three times a day, before meals.”

Since the appearance of the first edition of this work, no proving
or clinical experience has been reported to me by homeopathic
physicians. I have, however, been able to find some new matter
relating te this plant, and a very respeectable proving by Dr. Cler.
bore, (allopathic) who has recorded the symptoms with a carefulness
rarely observed in one of his school. He also reports several cages

* U 8, Dispensatory.

1 Botanic Medical e,
3 Amer. Eclectic Dispeneatary.
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illestrative of its action in disease, which will be fonnd recorded in
the resume. '
DR. CLERBORNE'S EXPERIMENTS.®

(1)) Being in perfect health, he took a wine-glass full of the érfs-
sion of the dried root three times a day for five days, without observing
any other effect than a sfight sensation of nausea, and increased flow
of pale colored wrine, which was of a fighter specific gravity than
usual. e increased the dose to a wine-glass full four or five times
daily, which produced, in addition to the eflects above stated, vomiting
and ardor urine. One third a3 much of 20 infusion made from the
fresh root produced the same effects in a more marked degree.

(2.} He expressed a quantity of the milky juice obtained from
the fresh herb, and evaporated it slowly, in a porcelain capsule over
a water-bath, at a low temperature, to the consistence of an extract,
This preparation was of a dirty eolor and disagreeable acrid taste,

- Of this he took at first three grs., and gradually inereased the dose
up to five grs. three times a day, when he had to discontinue its use
on aceount of excessive nawsea, tickiing sensation in the fuuces, and a
violent headache, confined principally between the eyes. (An extract
made from the flowers produced little or ne effect on the system )

(3.) A fluid extract was prepared from the dried root, each drachm
of which represented an ocunce (troy) of the root.

He began to try its effects on the system. He took it in the dose
of ten drops, gradually inereasing the quantity until nearly oz. ij. daily
were taken in divided doses of half drachm with the following effects.

July 24, 10 4. m.  Took ten drops, without any peculiar effects
being observed.

July 23, 9 4. s Tock ten drops ; at noon ten drops more. This
produced a decided increase of secrotion from the kidneys,

July 26. Took twenty drops at 11 4. ». and 2 p. &.  This pro-
duced an increased flow of urine, dizziness in the head (lasting only
a couple of hours) and a tickling sensation in the fauces.

July 27. Tock thirty drops at 11 a. m., and at 2 p. w. twenty
more, This also caused diuresis, tickling sensaticn at the end of the
penis, uneasiness of the stomaeh, slight inelination to evacuate the
bowels, severe headache, quick, full pulse. (92.)

July 28. I awoke with a severe headache, and a disagreeable
fecling in the stomach. (Omitted the medicine two days)

July 30, noon. Took thirty-five drops, which in & few hours pro-
duced nausea, and an inclination to evacuate the bowels, slight pain

* American Journal of: Medicnl Sciences, Vol. 42
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in the stomach and diuresis. At 3 », u took fifteen drops. At 8
r. u. had & copious evacuation of soft consistence, and brown in color,
accompanied by a slight pain in the bowels. The action of the heart
soemed to be inereased. Pulse 98,

July 31, Took forty drops at 11 4. m. This produced vomiting,
leaving the system much relaxed, and the pulse frequent and feeble,

Aug. 2. Took thirty drops at 10 4. m., at 12.30 p. m. thirty drops
more. This produced vomiting, which was severe and long-contin-
ued, leaving behind it a sensation of rawness in the stomach and a
slight pain, coldness of the surface of the skim, feeble pulse, and a
teeling as 3f some sharp instrument was thrust Uherough from one
temple to the other,

Aug. 3. At9 a. m. took twenty drops. At noon had an evacua-
tion, soft in consistency and yellowish in eolor. Appetite much
increased.

He continued taking the fluid extract for several days, of which
lie gives no daily record ; but he got the following symptoms :

“ Viclent vomiting, with retching ; burning and tickling sensations
iu the fances and throat; stomach feeling painful and raw ; inereased
secretion of bile; copious discharges from the bowels of a soft fluid
consistence, yellowish in color, and attended with some griping pain;
headache, sense of comstriction across the forehead, pain between the
eyes; excoriation of the anms, inereased appetite, even after a
hearty meal, a feeling of hunger would, in the course of a few hours,
be again felt.”

He got wo anodyne eficets from the medicine, and does not think
it really diaphoretic or ezpectorant.

DR, PATTEE'S EXPERIMENTS.%®

“ Two ounces of the cold iofosion, made from the fresh
root, gathered after the leaves had fallen, taken once every four hours,
proved diuretic ; two oz. of the warm infusion, taken every two hours,
proved digphoretic ; fifteen drops of the saturated tincture, taken
once every three hours, had well marked alterative (%) effects; and
one drachm of the saturated tincture, repeated once every three
bours, until eight drachms were taken, caunsed headacke, drowsiness
and sleep. 1In all the experiments, it inereased the bronchisl secre-
tion,

“The first exporiment was made upon myself. The wrine for
three days immediately preceding the experiment was as follows :

'_Tilden’a Journal of Materia Medica, Vol 3.
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Thirty-five oz. per day ; specific gravity 1019.7; solid matter 568
gr.; pulse 98,

After twelve oz, had been taken the first day, the quantity of
urine passed in that time was 128 oz.; specific gravity 1020; solid
matter GO0 gr.; pulse 67,

Second Day. There was but o small increase of water. The
specifie gravity and solid matter about the same; pulse 66.

Third Day. (Quantity of medicine same as preceding days).
Quantity of urine 130 oz.; specific gravity 1019.97 ; solid matter 608
grs.; pulse 63.

On the 4th, 5th and 6th days, the quantity of urine passed aver-
aged 135 oz. per day, and the amount of solid matter 700 grs. each
day; pulse 60. The diet and exercise were not materially altered
from what it had been for a month past. The medicine did not seem
to cause any derangement of the health; the urinary organs were
not érrizated in any way ; the only perceptible effect it had wpon the
brain was to cause a calm, quiet feeling, perhaps a little drowsiness
towards night.”

“The subject of the second ezperiment was a young man 18
years of age, of good health ; pulse 75. At 9 p. m., gave him three
oz. of warm infusion ; the young man in bed ; in half an hour com.
menced sweating ; in an hour he was sweating profusely, and con-
tinued to do so the rest of the night, the infuzion being given every
two hours,

The effect it bad upon the brain was an agreeable sensation at
first ; after that had passed off he expressed himself as « awful sleepy.”
When he awoke the next morning, said he had “ slept rather hard,”
but felt no incenvenience through the day.

It produced the same cffect the following night. The third day,
I gave him one drachm of the saturated tincture, made from the dry
reot, one every three hours, commencing at 5 p. . At 9 p. n, s2id
his head felt a little dizzy, and had some headache; slept sound
through the night; skin quite moist ; passed four oz. more urine than
usual, in the morning, After continuing this for four more days, had
to discontinue it on account of the derangement it caused to the sys-
tem; he had but little relish for food; appeared dull and stupid;
bowels had moved oftener than usual ; the tongue was covered with a
white fur ; pulse 64, In afew days he was as well as ever.”

“ In cases where the pulse had been from 50 to 60, they have
increased to 65 and 70. Large doses in any form will produce nausea,
vomiting, and, in some instances, arder urine, If the medicine does
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not produce diaphoresis, diuresis, or catharsis, violeni headache will
sometimes ensue, but when given in medicinal doses and for disease, we
do not see much beadache.” (The italies are my own. I will refer
to the subject hereafter.—H.)

These two experiments, or provings, although not conducted with
that scientific precieion which they demanded, are nevertheless very
suggestive, and afford us some positive indications for the use of this
remedy.

Some of the symptoms are quite characteristic, and go to substan-
tiate the homeeopathicity of the gures which are said to have been
made with it,

RESUME.

General Symptoms.—Sensation of calmness and quietude of the
whele system. System much relazed with frequent and feeble pulge.

Crnvicar Oeservation.—In rheumatism, ite action was very
favorable, It bad a remarkable effect in relieving the pain.

Skin—Profuse sweating all night (from the warm infusion);
colduess of the skin. In a low state of typhus fever it has produced
2 moist state of the skin, when other diaphoretics had failed, and
convalescence was at once cstablished. The milky juice that exudes
from the stalk has been used exterpally for warts. A poultice of
the fresh root, boiled, has considerable reputation for the cure of
carbuncles, felons and doils. (Probably no specific effect is here
produced—perkaps a pounltice of wimus fulva would do as well)

Sleep.—Calm, quiet feeling, with drowsiness towards night,
Great sleepiness, with profuse sweating; sensation in the morningon
wakiog as if he had “ slept hard.” Has been used as an anodyne.

Fever.—It does not seem to cause febrile symptoms, as a primary
effect, but it is said to cause the pulse to rise from 50 to 60 with
increased heat of skin, when it does not cause diuresis or diaphoresis.
The action of the heart is increased ; pulse 98 per minute; quick,
full ; pulse 92.

Crwicar Osservation.—It would seem indieated in cases of
fzver from suppressed perspiration, with seanty urine, headache, and
pulse at 75.

Mead,—The only perceptible effect it had upon the brain of one
of the provers, was to ecange a calm, quiet feelivg, perbaps a little
drowsiness towards night. The other prover said it caused "an
agreeable sensation at first,” afterwards sleepiness; vertigo, with
headache, Yhen the medicine does not cause diurests or dinphoresis,
violent headache will sometimes ensue; dull and stupid. Dizziness
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in the head, lasting two hours, Severe headache, with quick, full
pulse (92). A feeling as if some sharp instrument was thrust
through from one temple to the other, with feeble pulse and cold
skin, Sense of constriction across the forehead. Violent hoadache,
confined principally between the eyes,

Crmvicar OusErvaTions,—From the above it would seem to be
homeeopathic to sleepiness, which has followed upon any excitement
of the brain of an agreeable noture; also, headache with vertigo,
But it promises to be wmost useful in those cephalalgias which oceur
after suppressed perspirations, or which arise from the roeteution of
effete matters iu the system which ought to bave been carried oft
through the skin or kidneys. It will certainly prove usefel in zer-
vous headaches, which are followed by profuse diuresis; in this
respect it resembles Ignatia, Pulsatilla and Gelseminum. It is indi
cated in headache with dullness and stupidity ; also sick headache,

Mouth and Fauces,—Heat ic mouth and throat. DBurning and
tickling in fauces, with nausea and headache.

Gastric Sympioms, et¢c.—Tongue covercd with a ewhife fur ; bad
but little relish for food ; bowels moved oftener than usual ; diurrbea
with persistent nauses, and with vomiting. Excessive nausea with
violent headache. Uneasiness in stomach, Slight pain in the stom-
ach with diuresis, and inclination to evacuate the bowels. Voniiting,
leaving the system much relaxed, with quick, feeble pulse. Vomit-
ing, severe snd long continusd, with retching, leaving behind it a
sensation of rawnessin the stomach, and a slight pain, with cold
skin, feeble pulse, and a feeling as if some sharp instrument was
thrust from one temple to the other. Great appetite, returning a few
hours after a hearty meal.

CrivicaL OBservaTions.—It wonld seem to be indicated in many
severe gastric qffections, especiatly when accompanied with keadache.
It is potable, that notwithstanding the vomiting, etc., the appetite
was increaged, '

Bowels, ete.—Frequent movements from the bowels. Diarrhee,
with persistent nausea and vomiting, Inclioation to evacuate the
bowels, with nausea and diuresis. Copious evacuation, in the even-
ing, of soft comsistemce, drown in color, with slight colic. Soft
yellow stool at noon, with increase of appetite, Excoriation of the
anus. Copious evacuations without pain or other wnpleasant effects.
Fifteen to twenty drops of the fluid extract, taken before breakfast,
acted a3 a gentle aperient in evening. Increascs the flow of bile,
Expulsion of worms—(ascarides.)

Crivicar OsservaTions.—This medicine does not seem to act as
severely on the bowels as on the stomach. It may prove useful, how-
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ever, to some mild forms of déarrhoea, to which it is primarily home-
opathic. It would be secondarily indicated in constipation.

Dr. Clerborne, used it in constipation with good results. He
reports four cases.

(1) A. B, =t 36, bad been suffering for some years with
constipation, pain in right side and lower extremities, and loss of
appetite. Asclepias syriaca was preseribed, thirty drops three times
a day. At the end of a month he felt much relicved, his bowels
became regular, his appetite improved greatly, and the pains in his
limbs were cotirely removed.

(2.) H. Y. L., a young man ; constipation of the bowels for over
two years, being five days, generally, without a passage. He had
piles, and cathartics made him worse. He took twenty drops three
times a day. Improved rapidly, haviog soft, pultaceous stools every
other day, without straining.

(8.) An old case of dyspepsia improved rapidly under the nse of
this remedy.

(4) A child aged eight years. Affected for some time with
ascarts vermicularis. She was much emaciated. Her system seemed
completely broken down. Cured by Asclepias syr., internally and
by injection,

Urinary Organs.—Enornous tncrease of urine.  Scanty urine
with headache. Prgfiese urine with headache. Pale colored uriue,
with lighter specific gravity than osmal. Tnercased flow of urine
with vertigo. Burning sensation in the urethra when urinating.

The followmg table will best l]lust.rate :ts actmn upon the ]ndneys

‘Quantity “Inc¢rease | Imcrease
l of l Specific Total of of
Trine. Giravity. Solids. Trine. Holids.
Normal Standarle. .. ceer caeevrn 45 oz. i 565 gr. !
Asclepias Syriaca
FIril DAY eeme carmmmarmmem mwwn o s 128 az. | 1420 | 600 oz, | 7 B gi
Thitd Day _eav cee cceaas . 130 oz. 1020 fibd oz, 40 g
¥ourth, T Fitth and Sixth Davs... | _t3joz | 1038 | T0en | ]DO oz b 132 gr

By this it will be scen that the Aseleplas Sy, notably inereases
the soltd matters of the urine. This is an important fact, for from
the careful experiments of Dr. Hammond¥* it appears that Colchicum
actually increases the organic and inorganie solids of the urine,
while Digitalis, Squills and Juniper inercase only the inorganic mat-
ter, Now, as it is the s ganic matter which is generally considered
as contaminating the blood in disease, it is evident they (Digitalis,
Squills and Juniper) exert no effect whatever in depurating the
blood, but on the contrary are positively injurious in certain cases,

Cuivicat OBsERVATIONS. —-Asclepias syriace, theu, is a congener
of Colchicum, and as such must be found useful in many diseases in
which the latter drug has been suecessfully used,

To Uraemia this medicine is decidedly indicated and will probably
be found a specific in mauy instanees.

* Hammond's Physiological Memoirs,
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In Seariatina, when the head symptoms correspond, it may prove
a usefal auxiliary remedy.

In Scarlatinal Dropsy, 1 prediet it will be found as useful as
Colchicum, {which I have found one of our most important remedies)
and Apis, Apocynum, Hellebore or Arsenicom.

It is now fully established that the dropsy, which follows scarlet
fever, ia caused by the secarlatinal poison which, in its passage into
and through the kidneys, sets up an “acute desquamative nephritis.”

Dr, Todd (**Urinary Discases,” page 120} says: «There are
three conditions, which I imagine gives rige to the production of the
dropsy. These are: lst, a peculiar irritated state of the kidneys;
2d, an analogous morbid state of the skin; and, 8d, a certain deprav.
ity of the blood-—by which I mean not only a deficiencyin the amount
of red corpuscles of that fluid, as well as of the solids of the serum,
but also the unnatural presence of certain poisonous matters which
interfere with its proper nutrient changes.”

It is this “ poisononous matter which irritates the skin and kid-
neys and causes the dropsy.”

Now, it will be reccllected, that the Asclepias syr, causes “ violent
headache, increased rate of pulse, vertigo, dullness and stupor,”
when it did nof cause diuresis or perspiration. That is, when the
impression which the drug, after pouring into the blood, eaused upon
the nervous centres, did not react upon the kidneys and skin ; the
drain felt the force of the medicinal action. (Similar conditions
oteur from the use of aleohol) Alse, when the scarlatinal poisen in
the blood, is not ecarried off through the kidneys or skin, the brain and
nervous system suffers, and convuisions more or less severe ensue.

Asclepias syriaca seems to be a more rational remedy for this
condition than any other, not even excepting Colchicum, and I pre-
diet that its use in scarlatinal dropsy will bear me out in my belief.
It will also relieve, I think, those rheumatic pains which often oceur
after that disease. I would advise the patient to be placed in bed,
and this remedy administered as follows: a few drops of the 2d, 1st,
or even the mother tineturs, in an ounce of warm sweetened water ;
the dose repeated every hour, until the skin and kidneys begin to act
normally. (Apis, Hellebore, Apocyeynum, or Colchicum, should be
given in the same manner.) If more convenient, give a weak warm
infusion—one drachm of the root to one pint of water.

In Dropsy, especially when arising from suppressed perspiration,
or some forms of remal disease, it will be useful. We do not know
what are the peculiar pathological changes which it can cause in the
kidneys, and we are equally ignorant of the pathological effects of
Apis, Apocynum can. and most of our best remedies for dropsy.
But it may be considered a general rule, that & drug which primarily
causes divresis, will secondarily cause drvopsy. In proof ot this, we
may cite the provings of Cantharis, Eupatorium par., Apoeynum c.,
Arsenicum, Apis, and all the so-called diuretics. They first excite
the kidneys to adnormal action; then the reaction follows, and
we have suspension of function, and consequent effusgion,
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Asclepias syriaca, then, is truly homceopathic to remal dropsy,
Dr. Puttee says: “ Lt bas in my hands certainly proved aseful in the
removal of dropsical effusions.  Dr. Smitk relates the case of a man
of 80, who had general dropsy caused by taking cold ; he was enor-
mously swollen ; he commenced taking two oz. of the cold infusion
every two hours; in tweaty-four hours he had passed over three
gallous of water, and in a week all the dropsical symptoms had disap-

eared ”

i I once treated a case of general dropsy from disease of the heart.
In the adranced stages, after all the usual remedics had one after
the other failed to give relief, I resorted to the Asclepias syriaca;
not having any tincture, I ordered an infusion—one oz. to a quart of
water—the fresh root was used; a tablespoonful of this preparation
was given every two hours. Under its use the urine increased to
vearly a gallon a day, and the breathing was much relicved, The
patient was made comfortahle by its use for many weeks, but finally
died of the cardiae disease,

Dr. Puties says, “In large doses it will produce ardor urine.”
The persistent use of small doses will bave the same effect; in fact,
all « diuretic " medicines bave the samo effect. By the continued
ievitation whieh they keep np in the urinary organs, inflammation is
finally induced. This inflamatioe may lead ou to organic disease,
and consequent anasarca. Here we have the foundation fur a general
rule : That all diuretics are secondarily homeopathic to the various
Jorms of renal dropsy. '

Organs of Generatlon of Men,— Tickling sensation at the end
of the penis. Burning in the urethra when urinatiog. Ardor urine.

Crivicar Oesesvarions.—It has a popular reputation among the
negroes fur the cure of gonorrhoeu and gleet, Old cases of glest of
many years standing are reported to have been cured by this remedy,
after other means had failed. Its pathogenesis shows that it causes
gymptoms similar to the first stage of gonorritoea, and if its use was
contineed, it would probably cause severe symptoms, with discharges,
ete,

Dr. Clerborne treated a case of syphilts with this medicine,
“ There were three good sized chancres on the glans penis; on each
side an indurated sypbilitic bubo. He dressed the chancre with
Suiphate of copper, npplied pressure to the bubo, and gave Asclepias
syr., twenty dreps three times a2 day. The patient, who had no
appetite and was much debilitated, rapidly recovered under this
treatinent.  His appetite returned, the bubo disappeared, the chanere
cicatrized kindly, bowels becume regular ; Le gained strength, and in
less than three weeks had entirely recovered,”

Orzans of Generation of Women.—In the case of dropsy from
heart-disense, referred to above; the patient’s menses had not
appeared for four months ; she showed no signs of pregnancy ; indeed,
it was deemed impossible, that such condition could ezist. Suach
was the general cedema that no vaginal examination could be made,
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About t;vcnty-four bours “after she commenced the uee of the
Asclepias syriaca, and after diuuresis had set in, she was taken with
severe labor-like pains pressing down from small of the back to the
hypogastrium, with a scanty diseharge of pale red blood. These
pains increased with each dose, but disappeared a few hours after
suspending themedicine, Upon resuming it,the pains again appeared.
The experiment was tried several times with similar results, In
her feeble state, it was not deemed prudent to carry the experiment
further, It is “emmtenagogue.” (Eclectic writers.)

COtovcar. Opservartions—In this ecase, whether pregnaney was
present or not, the Asclepias syr. manifested a decided specific action
upon the uterus, It caused imtermitting, bearing.down, labor-like
pains, which but few drugs will do. ({Cimicifega, Caulophyllum, Uva
ursi.} The uterine paing caused by Ergot, Tanacetum and others of
that class, are more constant, remitting.

In domestic use it has some reputation as an emmenegogue, and
abortivant. It has been employed in dysmenorriea and amenorrhes
by eclectic physicians with alleged success.

The above experiment would go to show, that it was homeeopathie
to dysmenorrhea and threatened abortion, especially when thero
is copious discharge of urine. PDysmenorrhaa is often accompanied
by diuresis, in which case this remedy would be perfectly indicated.

Bronchia, Lungs, etc,—No symptoms relating to the respiratory
organs were evolved in the above provings. It is, however, consid-
ered * expectorant ” by many physicians. As a near congener of
Ipecac., it may cause inereased seeretion of mucus from the pulmonary
mucous membrane. _

Dr. Pattee says : *“The multitude, respectability, and strength of

evidence in favor of this plant in recent colds, catarrh, prewmoania,
* suppressed secretions, ete., leaves mo room to doubt its valuable pow-
ers. Its expectorant effects in dronchitis and other pulmonary eom-
plaints is wndoubted,

Dr. Clerborne says it forms the principle ingredient in various
“Tndian cough medicines.” The symptoms of * burning and tickling
in the fauces,” noticed by him, might have led to a cough. It cer.
tainly denoted severe bronchial irritation.

Back and Extremiiies,—Dr. Lee says: *In rheumatism its
actiona bears 4 close analogy to Cimicifuga,”

Dr, Patlee writes : * Of six cases of qeute rhewmatism that we
bave treated with the A. syriaca, the average duration wag eight days.
The inflammation was confined to the large joints, with considerable
pain and swelling. It had a remarkable effect in relieving the pain.”

By reference to Dr. Clerborne’s cases, it will be seen that in one
case it cured “pains in the limbs.”

8



ASCLEPIAS  TUBEROSA.

(Pleurisy Root.)

Aravousues 1 Antimonium crudum, Asclepias syriaca, Arniea, {7}
Apocynum cannabinum, Bryonia, Cimicifuga, Caulophyilum, Dios-
corea, Dulcamara, Bupatoriwn perfoliotum and E, purpureum,
Eryngiwm, Ipecocuanha, Iris wersicolor, Kali carbonicum,. Kali
hydriodicum, Pulsatilla, Senega, Squilla, Tariar emetic,

Boranwcar Descriprion.—The root of this vaviety of Asclepias
is perennial, and gives origin to numerous stems which are evect,
aseending, or precumbent, round, bairy, of a green or reddish color,
branching at the top, and about eighteen inches in height. (Itrarely
exceeds this, although it is stated to be threefect by some authorities.)
The leaves are, scattered, oblong-lanceolate, very hairy, of a deep
rich green color on their upper surface, paler beneath, and supported
usually on short foot stalks. The flowers are of a beautiful reddish-
orange color, and disposed in terminal or lateral corymbose ambels.
The fruit is an erect, lanccolate folliele, with flat ovate sceds, con-
nected to a longitudinal receptacle by long silky hairs. This plant
differs from other species of Asclepias in not emitting a milky juice
when wounded, It flourishes from Massachusetts to Georgia, and
when in full bloom, in the months of June and July, exhibits a splen-
did appearance. The root is the part used in medieine, This ig
large, irregularly tuberous, branching, often somewhat fusiform ;
externally brown, internally white and striated, and in the recent
state, of a sub-acrid nauseous taste. When dried i is easily pulver.
ized, and bas a bitter, but not otherwise unpleasast taste,

Orricivar  PreEParaTions.—Tineture of the root. Triturations
of the rcot. (No confidence can be placed in the so-called active
principles of this plant. They arve impure and do not represcnt
its medicinal qualities.)

Mepicat. History.—This plant, under the common names of
Pleurisy-root, White-root, Butterfly-weed, Flux-root, Wind.root,
Tuber-root, ete., is one of the oldest in use, and one of the most pop-
ular of our indigenous remedies, Tt is best known by the name firss
mentioned, and is indicative of its well known usefulness in painful
affections of the thoracic organs, Rafinesque, who represents the
opinions of the early physicians of this country, mentions it as * sub-
tonie, diaphoretic, expectorant, diurctic, laxative, escharotic, earmin-
ative, anti-spasmodic, * * * a mild sudorifie, acting safely without
stimulating the body. It is supposed to act specifically on the lungs,
to promote suppressed expectoration, and relieves the breathing of
pleuritic patients. It relieves dyspnea and pains in the chest. * * *



ASCLEPIAS TUBEROSA. 115

It is uwseful in complaints of children, colic, hysteria, menorrhagia,
dysentery, asthma, rheumatism, worms, syphilis, eto.”

The later writers, King, Scudder, Coe and Hollembaek, add but
little to the above. Instituting no physiological experiments, they
have ascertained nothing beyond the old empirical uses of the plant,

This plant has not been much used in homoeeopathic practice.
Since the appearance of the first edition of this volume, it has been
used, but to.a limited extent. The proving therein published was of
such uwprelinble character that no physician felt like trusting to it.
I have, however, gleaned some clinical experience from homeopathic
physicians, and have been furnished a proving of apparent valuo by
Dr. Thomas Nichol, of Belleville, . W.

[The following proving, if such it can be called, was communicated
to the Jour, de la Societe Gallicana de Med. Hom. by A. Savery,
M. D, who, it seems was a pupil of Dr. B. Mure, of * Brazilian
provings” notoriety, :

I ingert the * proving,” as before, in order that no acousation of
nnjust bias can be made against me. At the same time I must again
enter my lonest protest againat the manner in which the experiment
was made ; and state my conscientious belief of the utter worthless-
ness of the proving. I will state the grounds of my objections.

Only twoe drops of the tineture were taken ; no repetition of the
doge wag made, and o the symptoms, sensations, ete, felt by the
prover for the ensuing forty days were recorded. Tt id stated that at
the commencement of the proving, the prover was suffering from
irritation of the respiratory organs and stvmach.

Now when we consider that the Asclepias is a mild, unirritating
medicine, exeept in large doses ; much milder in 1ts action than Ipe-
czcuanha or Apoeynum ; that in domestic practice it is common for
those having catarrks, fever, or any simple ailment, to drink = pint
of the decoction, and to feel no other effects than gentle diaphoresis,
and complain of no after symptoms ; that eclectic physicians use it in
almost every disease, in large doses of the fluid extract, or even ‘the
active prineiple Asclepin, and note no bad effects ; and finally, when
T state that I have taken the tincture in ten and twenty drop doses
four times a day and never noticed any unpleasant effect—any such
symptoms a8 Savery records—it seems ineredible that the long list
of serious symptoms should be caused by only fwe drops of the
tineture,

We must remember, too, the admission that the experimenter
had *“respiratory and gastrie irritation,” when he took the first dose,
and this alone should lead us to look with suspicion wpor the proving,

It is with a good deal of hesitation that T bave admitted this
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“ proving " into the volume, for it is a very grave amd important
matter to give a proving, which may be instramental in determining
the life or death of a patient.

We hold in our hands, oftentimes, the lives of our patients,
and it behooves us to be solemnly conscientious in the selection of
those remedies which we use at the bedside of the sick, We should
neither be swayed by theory, prejudice, nor the dictum of other men,
but carefully weigh the value of a pathogenesis by the light of reason
and experience.

1 copy the proving, as it was translated and arranged by Dr.
Rhees, and published in the American Homaopathic Review, Vol, 2,
and will not offer any elinical remarks of my own with this proving,
but let it stand by itself, and if any physician sees fit to accept the .
pathogenesie as a reliable one, let him do so upon his own responsi-
bility. The symptoms enumerated bear some resemblance to those
which have been cured by Asclepias tuberosa; but throwing aside
all other circumstances, this proving should be substantiated by others
before it could be received. I fully agree with Prof. Small, that the
true test of the reliability of all provings is the multiplicity of exper-
iments, If they all evolve the same or similar symptoms, we cannot
hesitate o accept them.]

DR. SAVERY'S PROVING. -

(The pumerals indicate the days after taking the medicine.)

General Sympioms,—Sensation of numbness in the whole body.
Excessive weakness in the morning in bed. Walking seems impos-
sible. Sensation while walkingas if he run not forward but toward the
left side. Aching in bones, and rheumatic pains in the extremities,
principally in the joints; those pains appear in one arm and in the
opposite leg at the same time; thus if the left arm is affected the
right leg suffers in esympathy, and the left leg with the right arm ;
this circumstance was almost constant. Quivering and twitching of
the muscles in different parts ; emaciation,

Skin.—Pimples, vesicles or pnstules began to appear on the 15th
day, and spread gradually over almost the whole body, but partica-
larly on the arms, legs, and in the face; they are very painful and
itch excessively, and continne more than eight days. A red inflamed
spot on the upper part of ihe right thigh, as large as o dollar, painful
and itching, continuing sevéral days, and leaving a dark stain (23).
Many vesicles on the lips (23). Pock-like pustules on the arms.

Crimicar. OpservaTioN.—We believe it be 2 powerful antipsoric,
useful for cuzaneons eruptions —SavERY,
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Sieep.—Difficult and late sleep at night, with great sleepiness in
the morning, and through the day. Confused and znxious dresms.

Fever.—Fcverish the first day, the pulse being at first 55, after.
wards 70. Sometimes much thirst, sometimes none. On the eighth
duy, pulse 92. Pulse thready, 95, during diarrhees.

Mind and Sensorium.—Ezcessive dejection (15). Weakness of
memory (2). Difficulty of thinking, collectedly. Fecling of drunk-
enness, after smoking very little, with weakness of vision, .

Head,—Pain in the forehead with a feeling of heaviness in the
side, continuing the whole day (1). Headache is present almost
daily, generally more severe early in thc morning. Headache in the
morning, while rising, with wealness, that he mwust lie down again;
it continued the whole day, and 2li the following night (7). Pricking
as with npails in the head, and at the szme time in other parts (2).
Pains in the scalp, in the left side of the oceiput, like touching a
pustule (16] Falling off of the hair (39).

Crmvcar Osseevatioxs.—It has proved useful in Cephalalgia ;
gastric headaches, and newralgias.—-8, \

Eyes.—Transitory pain behind the left eyeball, in a few minutes,
Broad dark spots before the eyes, with slow pulse of 55, (1). Itching
in the angles and lids of the right eye (8). Inflammation of the eon-
junctiva for many days ; (this, however, is not an unusual symptom
with the prover). Pain in the eyes, by gaslight. The eyes look
fanquid and fatigned. Feeling as if sand were in the eyes. “ The
lower lids are painful as if uleerated,

Face.—Yellowness of the face (15). Facies hippocratica (after
violent diarrheea on the 15th day). Yellow coating on the teeth.
Pain in the right inferior molars (24).

Mouih.—Itching of the lips. Lips inflamed and covered with
herpetic vesicles. Gums very pale and almost yellow; they bleed
casily and repeatedly. Yellow, tough coating on the tongue, puirid
taste.

Pharynx.—Transitory constriction and stinging in the throat,
extending to the larynx (1). Paios in the throat. Soreness of the
throat (26).

Appetite, etc,—Deficient appetite, espeeciaily in the morning,
ingatiable hunger (2). Eruetations on the first day, less frequent on
the second, Nazusea in the morning on rising (17). Taste of blood
in the mouth,

Stomach.—Burning in the stomach (after 25 mmut.es) Pains in
the stomach ; nervous, even amounting to violent gastralgia; also
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cramp-like. Sensation as if the stomach would burst, while laughing.
The pains in the stomach continue, almost without 2 day's intermis-
sion until the 42d day.

Crmicar OBseRvaTION.—{(fastralgia.—8.

Abdomen,—Throbbing in the left hypochondria, Pains in the
inteatines, (after 20 minutes) subsequently attended with burning in
the right hypochondriac region and stomach. Much flatulence,
smelling like the medicine, with colic-like pains, with a sensation
when walking as if belly would drop. Violent pain in the hypogas-
trium as if the region were ulcerated, with tenderness to pressure.
Colic, while going up stairs ; while walking; after one o’clock, (8-14)
and also in the moruing, during each stool.

Crinicar, OBsERvATION. —-Lt is indicated and useful in Enteritis.
(Jaundice), ete,.—8.

Stool.—Fluid, puinfal stool (2) of very strong smell (37). Clam-
my stool, of green color, and smelling like spoiled cggs, followed by
pain in the anus. On the 14th day, at one o'clock at night, a painful
and copious steol with violent colic, and a sensation as though the
bowels would come out; half an hour afterwards, sinall but very
painful stool ; at 2 a’clock the same kind of stool, but with increased
pain. (Veratrum®, relieved the pain.) At 11 o'clock another stool
almost black in color, clammy, with many ascarides, and yellow spots
like fat, attended with a feeling as if a stream of fire passed through
the abdomen. In the afterncon, a steol of intense yellow color, with
green and yellow flakes. In the evening, a stool exaetly like the
white of an egg, with no fecal matter whatever. The following day
the faces are entirely enveloped in froth. Tenesmua.

Crinicar Opservations.—We have found it curative in acute
enteritis; and it is indieated in Dysentery, Diarrhaa, ete.—S.

Urine.—During the first twelve days the urine is red to satura”
tion. On the 17th day it looks as if mixed with blood ; after standing
a short time, swall, dark red, almost black points of the size of a
pin’s head rise on the surface, and much mucus is deposited on the
bottom of the vessel. The urine is more red than normal all the time.

Generative Organs.—Painful stitches in the urethra, repeat-
edly. TUlcerous excoriations on the glans, resembling chanere,
with a pus-like secretion, (disappearing in a few days from washing
in urine.) [The prover had chancre ten years ago. One year ago,
while proving this medicine, on the third day a chancre appeared on
the left side of the prepuce, then on the right, lasting two days.
Copious perspiration of the genitals,
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Crisicar. OBsERVaTION.~—We have employed this medicine with
uniform success in constitutional syphilis, aad it is indicated in ven-
ereal diseases.

Catarrhal.—Ast first dry, then fluent coryza during the first few
days, with much zneezing. Subsequently a blowing out of some
blood from one nostril for several days.

Crwican OBSERVATION,—It may prove useful in Asthma and
affections of the nose.

Larynx and Chest, Heart,—Pain ir the larnuyz. The hreath
smells like pepper. Necessity to inspire hurriedly, followed by a sen-
sation of oppression. Want of breath, like asthma, often very great,
particularly after eating and smoking. Pain in the right lung.
Pricking pain in the region of the heart. Contracting pain ie the
heart. .

Crmicsr Onservarions.—We have employed it saccessfully in
cases of Philisis and Asthmea. Tt seems indicated in Carditis.—S.

Back and Exiremities,—Stinging, transitory stitches between
the shoulder blades. Pain in the loins like lumbage. Tain in left
shoulder, soon after in the right, like rheumatism. Pain in bones of
left arm. Rheumatic pain in fore arm down to fingers. Numbness
of right hand. Violent itching in hands aod fingers. Pain in hips
like coxalgia. Rending pain in knees up to the hips, when walking
and rigsing. The ankles feel as if sprained. Pain in bones of left
ankle, drawing in soles and in the toes. Violent itching on the legs
up to the knees,

Cumcar Ooservarions.—It seems to be indicated in articular
rheumatisne and done pains.  Laondago, ete.—S.

Reuarrs.—It is to be regretted that the foregoing experiment was
not conducted differently. Had the dose (2 drops) been repeated
every 4 or {3 hours, and other persons joined 1n the proving, something
reliable might Lkave been evolvod ; but in this case we are at 2 loss
to know whether any of the symptoms resulted from the medicine, or
whether the * gastricand respiratory irritation’ which the prover had
when he commenced, was not the cause of the long array of symptoms.

I am frec to admit that she symptoms of the stomach, chest and
bowels, are similar to those which ¥ know to be caused by Asclepias
tuberosa ,but we should have further provings before we blindly accept
this one, I will briefly mention the eonditions for which I have pre-
scribed the Asclepins tub. with apparent benefit.

Glenerally, it is very appropriate in diseases of children. In this
respect it resembies Ipeeac, also in asthmatic persons, and those gub-
ject to catarrhal affections; and many diseases which ewe their origin
to cold and damp weather.
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(2.} It is useful in the coughs and colds of children; in a loose
rattling cough with difficulty of breathing; in those nasal catarrhs
which children suffer from (“snufles”), I have known a child cured of
hoarse eroupy cough, tightness of breathing, and fever, with hot but
motst skin, iy half ateaspoonfal of weak infusion, administered by the
mother, every hour; Bbo vomitiug or nausea was caused. (The
dose in this case was about equal to a drop of the % dilution.) I
once treated a case of pleurisy in a child 12 years of age with Ascle-
pias t. 2od; the symptoms were mach pain of a catting character 1n
the left side, during inspiration ; some dyspneca, fever, and hacking
cough. No other medicine was given, and onthe the fifth day the
patient was convalescent,

Such confidence have the country people in this remedy, that T have
kuown parents treat their children for catarrhal fever, pneumonias, ete.,
with this plant, giving it in warin infosion, rather than run the risk of
placing them under the care of allopathic physicians. It isnotnceessary
to induce its nauseant action, in order to get its beneficial influence on
organs of respiration This fact the eclectic school now acknowledge, as
does the allopathic school in relation to Ipecac. and Tartar emetic.
There is certainly a large amount of testimony in fuver of the specific
action of Asclepias tuberosa upon the respiratory organs., We will
quote some of the most important authorities :

Dr. Wood says, “it has long been employed in eatarrh, pneumo-
pia, pleurisy, consumption and other pectoralaffections, and appears to
to be decidedly useful if applied in the carly stages,

Dr. Bigelow writes, 1 am satisfied of its utilty asan expectorant
medicine, and have seen no benefit arise from its use as a palliative
in phthisis.

Dr. Beack declares, “ its action on the lungs is specifie, ussisting
suppressed expectoration, and relieving the difheult hreathing of pa-
tients who are laboring under attacks of pleurisy, which circumstance
has obtained for it cne of its popular rames.” Tt relieves difficulty
of breathing in general, togethor with pains in chest.

Several writers have stated that they « have used it in many
cases of pleurisy and pneumonia with the most marked advantage, and
this, too, in nearly every stage of these. * * It not only operates
favorably s a diaphoretic, but is an expectorant of transcendent value,
invariably increasing the freedom of breathing, and exerts a specifie
control over inflammation of the thoracic viscera.” ‘It hos heen used
with benefit in ssthma,” ete.

(b.} I have found it useful in vomiting of mucus, and gastrie debility.
Prof. Lec says, “ It is useful in atonic dyspepsia, restoring tone to the
stomach, and relieving gastric painy and flatulence.” Any drog which
is capable of causing irritation of the stomach, induces weakness of
that organ; deranges the function, and thence dyspepsia. Asclepias
tlub. then cures this condition in small doses heeause it causes it in

arge,

g(c.) In the colic from flatulence, or from intestinal irritation, in
children or adults, or in catarrhal diarrheea, this remedy will be
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found usefal. In this respect it resembles Chamomilla. I have
found it useful in the dysenteries occurring in the antumn months,
when the nights are cold and damp. Dr. Pavker, of Mass., employed-
it for 25 years in dysentery, and had the greatest confidence in its
powers. I have known it to cure in a few hours, severe rheumatie
pains from a cold, with chilliness alternating with heat, I have
gencrally used the tincture in doses of two or three drops, or the 1st
or 2d dil., in same doses. I have uo doubt but the higher dilutions
would act equally well especially in young children,

Sinee the preparation of the above, the fellowing Proving
has been received :

PROVING BY THOMAS NICHOL, M. D., OF BELLEVILLE, C. W.

The Prover is 34 years of age, strong and museular, of sanguine
temperament, with fair hair and gray eyes. Has been acoustomed to
the proving of drugs, and is very suseeptible to their influence.

On Nov. 9th, 1865, being in exeellent health, I took at 11:45 &, m.
20 drops of the Ist decimal dilution of a tineture of Asclepia fuderosa
procured from Dr. Lodge’s Pharmacy; in fifteen minutes dvy cough
with constriction of the throat; at 12 o’clock fecling of warmth in the
chest, with dull pain at the base of both lungs, with feeling of tight-
ness, At 12:30 . m. sharp pains shooting from the left nipple down-
ward, with stiffness of the left side of the neck. The pulse was 64
at the commencement of the proving, itis now 88 and small. ‘Warmth
of the skin, At 3». 3. took 30 drops 1st deeim. dil., at 8:30, return
of the pain beneath the left nipple, with palpitation of the heart.
Throughout the evening the pains kept increasing, making respiration
painful, especially at the baseof the left lung, .which is dull on per-
cusssion, while the cough is dry and spasmodie. At 10 2. m. took 40
drops first dee, dil. 'Was awake about 4 4. ar. and found that the pain
was increased and the cough worse. Towardsevening unusual eleva-
tion of spirits,

Nov., 10th. Took 40 drops at 1T 4. .. At 12 m. dull aching headache
in the forehead and vertex, which is aggravated by motion and relieved
by lying down. At 12:25 r. w. rumbling and uncasiness in the bow.
els with feeling of heatin the umbilical region. The headache presses
deeply on the base of the skull, and is very similar to the Ipec. head-
ache. Itching of the skin of the thighs, though no eruption is visible.
At 4:30 p. m, the pain moved up to behind the stervum, and became
more sharp and cutting; aggravated by drawing a long breath and by
motion of the hands as in triturating. Chilly, with cold feet, though
the room was warm, At 5 p. M. took 40 drops. Singing or loud
speaking agpravales the thoracic pain, At 10 p. w. took 40 drops.
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Nov. 11th. At 9:30 r. u. took 50 drops of the same preparation.
Bwimming of the head with dullness behind the forehead. Continaed
itehing of the thighs and nates. The cough’continues dry and harsh,
and coughing causes pain in the forehead and also in the abdomen
The pain in the lungs is relieved by bending forward. The spaces
betwecn the ribs close to the sternum are tender on pressure, and the
pain, which is quick, darting and more acute than at first, shoots over
to the right side. At noon the pain was shooting up to the lefs
shoulder which waz painful in motion. At 9 r. 3. thé cheerful meod
changed, and, without any exterior camse, I bheeame fretful and
peevish.

Nov. 12th. Had uncasy sleep during the first part of the prece-
ding vight, with frightful dreams, which awoke me 2t 3 4. . TFound
that the pain of the left lung had abated, and had left a feeling of
weariness, though the pain returned on coughing or drawing a deep
respiration. The pain is now very acute on the right side, and seems
to be seated in the pleura. Cough dry and hacking, though a little
mucus is raised with a great effert. 9 4. m. head feels dull and
gloomy, and there are sharp, shooting pains in the right shoulder.
10 ». . tock 20 drops of the mother tincture. At 4 p. n. pressiog
pain in the bowels and emission of fetid flatulence. At 5 p. M. press-
ive pain in the stomach, with rumbling in the bowels. Languor and
disinclination for work. Awoke at 8 4. a1, by rumbtling’in the bowels
aceompanied by sharp cutting pains; felt tranguil 20d calm, though
the pain was very severe.

Nov, 13th. Boft and fetid stool at 11 a. m., preceded by rumbling
in bowels. Thoracic pains easier to-day, though they are still felt in
the region of the diaphraghm and on motion. At 4 r. ». teok 30 drops
of the wother tincture. At 5 p. M. another stool similar to that in
the morning ; this is an unusual occurrence. At 11 p. M. urging to
stool. Slept all night, but had gloomy and frightfal dreams. On
awaking at 6 a. ». rumbling in the bowels with soreness of the peri-
toneum ; a dull pain on pressure.

Nov. 1dth. At T 4. n. tock 40 drops of the 1st dec, dil., as I had
noted more decided symptoms from it than from the mother tincture.
Yanguid and dull all day, both in body and mind, Felt precisely as
if I were recovering from a long and severe sickness. The appetite
is deficient, and there is a disagroeahle feeling of weight at the
stomach.

Nov. 15th, Aching pains in the knees, and driving pains in the
thighs, and feel still more languid than on the preceding day. Slept
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all night i1l 5 o, m, when I was awoke by frightful dreams, which
bad haunted me all night. The chest feels weak and sore, without
tough, though no pain is felt on drawing a long breath,

BAPTINIA TINCTORIA,

(Wild Indigo.)

ANavoguEs . Bryonia, Agaricus, Kali chloricum, Nitric acid
Rhus toxicodendron.

Boranroar Descriprion.~—This plant is indigenous, growing in
most parts of the United States, in dry and poor zoils, in woods and
on hills. It blooms in July and August, having bright yellow fowers,
in small loose clusters at the end of the branches. It resembles a
shrab, and grows from one to two feet high. The fruit is an oblong
pod of a blnish black color. Tt contains indigo, tannin, an acid, and
baptisin. When the whole plant or any portion of it is dried, it be-
comes black and affords a blue dye, inferior to Indigo.

There are thirteen species of the Baptisia in ithe United States.
The most important are the B. tinctoria, B. alba, (with white flowers,)
B. lewcatha, (with white flowers.) These grow in the Western
States on prairies, ete., and probably possess very similar qualities to
the B. tinctoria, but none have been proven but the last named. As
the other species may be mistaken for the one in use in our school,
the botanical deseription of the B. tinctoria is here given from Wood ;

“ Alabrous branching, Jeaves subsessile, leaflets swall, roundish,
obovate, acute at base, very obtuse at apex; stipules setaceous, cadu.
cous ; racemes loose, terminal ; Jegumes subglobous. A plant with
bluish green foliage, frequent in dry soils. Stem very bushy, about
2% feet high. l%eaﬂets sbout 7 lines by 4 to 6 long, emarginate;
petiole 1 to 2 lines long. Flowers € to 12 or wore in each raceme,
Petals 6 lines long, yellow. Legume (seed vessel) about as long as a
pes, on a long stipe, mostly one-secded.” :

Mepicar Hestory.—In some parts of the conntry the youny shoots
are used as a substitute for asparagus, to which they bear some resem-
blance, aud they occasionally cause drastic purgation, especially if
caten after they assume o green color, Alcobol and water will take
up its active properties, Its medicinal virtues reside principally
in the bark of the root. The agent promises fair to become one of
our most powerful and valuable polychrests, We have several
provings of it, made by Drs. Burt, Hill, Douglas, Thompson and
othera, But the proving of Dr. W. H, Burt, is the most thorough
and suggestive. Dr. B. is one of the most correct and enthusiastic
provers in the homeeopatbic ranks. Eelectic writers utter their nsual
indefinite phrases, inrelation to this agent. Without any clear idea
of its physiological action, they assert it to be anti-septic, astringent,
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tonic, emetic. cathartic and alterative. One only wonders that they
did not use all the rest of the terms found in the Materia Medica. Not a
few of that school consider it a “ febrifuge,” and many deem it to be
powerfully * depressant ” in its action over the nervous and vaseular
systems, while King says it is a “ stimulant” It is only by a study
of the general and special symptowms elicited by our provings, that we
can artive at any correect conclusicn 2s to its real effects upon the
healthy organism. There is one property which the physicians of
the ecleetic school allege the Baptisia to possess, which should com-
mand our atteotion and investigation. I allude to iis asserted anli-
septic power, Appliedin the form of a wash, to ulcers, mucous surfaces,
ete., wheo there ig a tendeney to putrescency of the fluids and solids,
gangrenes, fotid discharges, ete., it is said to correet the conditions
alluded to, in a very prompt manner. It is therefore advised in
“malignant sore mouth and throat, mercurial sore snouth, serofulous or
ayphilitic oplithalmia, erysipelatous ulcers,” ete. My experience, and
that of some of my colleagues in the homeeopathic school would seem
to verify some of these assertions. Its action seems to be somewhat
analogous to the chlorine compounds.

General Symptoms.— If given in very large doses it canses a
very disagreeable prosiration of the whole system.”—(King.) Lyiug
in one position for a fow minutes, 2s upon the back, cansed the sacral
region to become exceedingly painful, as though I had lain on a hard
floor all night, and inducing the conviction that 2 short continuance of -
the same position, would cause bed sores. When turningon the other
side, the same sensation was produced on the hips, obliging meatlast
to turn on my face to relieve those parts. (D} (Arnica causes the
sgme symptoms, and it is very commonly met with in typhoid fever.
Hale) Intolerance of pressure on all parts upon which pressure
was made. Felt weak and tremulous, as though recovering from a fit
of sickness. Incapable of making any vigorous meutal or physical
exertion. An indeseribable sick-feeling all over, with great languor.
Btiffness of all the joints as though strained. Rheunatic paius and
soreness all over the body.

Cuingeat OBsERvaTioNs,—All thege symptoms, indicate clearly that
the Baptisa is an analogue of Rhus, Mercury, and even some of the
“pervous-sedatives.” It powerfully lowerst he vitality of the organ-
ism. -

Charaeteristic Sympioms.—All the symptoms increased by
taking & glass of beer, The pains are of a pressive, drawing charac-
ter; aggravated by motion, relieved by rest and excitement. The
right side of the body is most affected.

Nervous System.—The hands felt large and were tremulous, with
apeculiar thrilling sensation through both hands and feet, somewhat
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like * going to sleep,” a want of circulation. Intolerance of pressureon
all parts of the hody—it caused soreness. (D) Arms and legs tremble.
Numb sensations all over the body. Sensztion of paralysis of the eye-
lids. The general action of the Baptisia, upon the nervous system, is
that of a sedative. It seems to cause a degree of paralysis, both of
sensation and motion. In this it resembles Rhus, Aconite and Gel-
seminum. Tt may canse a peculiar erethisme of the nervous system,
but this condition is due to debility and not stimulation.

Lymphaiic System.—Swelling of tho inguinal glands, Swelling
of the tonsils,~(Burt.) Like Mercury and Phytolacea, the Baptisia
seems to stimulate orrather érritate, the glandular system.  Allopathic
writers decree that Mercury is a stimulant to the lymphatic and
glandular system, although it depresses all the other functions of
organic life, This is the general belief of the adherents of that school
It is not a healthy stimulation, but rather an érvitation. Phytolaces
and Baptisia bave the same action. They are therefore hommopathie :
primarily, to irritation of the glandular system, and secondarily @ to
indolent atonic states of that systemn, It may be as well in this place
ty quote the testimony of eclectic writers, as to the specific action of
Baptisia upon the glands. It acts powerfully upon the glandular sys-
tems, increasing all the glandular seeretions. The leaves applied in
fomentations have discussed tumors and swelling of the female breast,
" resembling sehirrus.””—(King.) It has been used with advantage
ag a deohstruent, in visceral obtructions and engorgement.” (J. & 8,
Mat, Med.)  Baptisia i3 a sure and powerful alterative, and may be
employed with confidence in all affections of the glandular system. In
serofula and cutaneous disorders few remedies are more beneficial.”’—
(Coe) 1 have known it used in phagadenic ulcerations of glands with
cxcellent results, In several cases of ulceration of the tonsils, after
searlatia, or in diphtheria, it has, in my hands, surpassed my expec-
tations, I used it both internally and locally.

Mucons Membranes.—By examining its special effects as recorded
in the yrovings, it will be seen that the Baptisia causes ulcerations,
of many mucous surfaces, particularly of the buceal cavity, In this
respect it resembles” Mercurivs, Nitrie acid, Phytolaces, and Cornus
sir. It is specifically indicated in discharges from mucous surfaces
having a feetid odor, and a sanious exeoriating character. The par.
ticular indications for its use will be given under appropriate head-
mgs.

Yascular Sysiem, Fever, eic.—Fecling of greatly increased
compass and frequently of the pulsations of the heart; pulsation
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seem to fill the chest ; the pulse (usually but lictle over 70) 90, full
and soft. Uncomfortable burning heat of whole surface, espesially the
face, Tonguec felt dry, smarted and felt sore, as if burat, The heat
compelled me to move to a cool part of the bed, and finally to rise and
open a window, and wash my face and hands; with these symptoms
there was a peculiar feeling of the head, which is never felt execcpt
during the presence of fever; a sort of excitementof the brain which
is the preliminary, or rather beginning of delirium. For a short time,
slight febrile, cbilly horripulations on the lower limbs and back. (D)
Burning sensation over the body, followed by perspiration, vomiting,
and diarrheea§with dark stools, debility, slow, round, full pulse.
(Beckwith.) Thirst and flashes of heat over the face. General heat
after going to bed. Heat and burning in the lower extremities, so
intense as to prevent sleep. Chill all day with fever at night, with
rhenmatic pains and soreness all over the body. Pnlse at first accel-
erated ; afterwards became very low and faint. Surface of the body
chilly.

Crnicar OpservaTions, —The careful investigator, cannot fail to
be struck with the evident fact, that Baptisia, if long continued in
large doses, would be capable of inducing a eondition of the blood
gimilarto the * typhus erasis ”; and a state of the fluids of the body,
nearly identieal with that oceuring in low fevers. Its action on the
nervous system also would tend to set up a typhoid erethism, and its
effeets upon mucuos surfaces wounld indieate its power to cause
those peculiar intestinal lesions which constitute the characteristic of
typhoid fever. Before giving the expericnce of our school in the use
of Baptisia in fevers, I will present the testimony of eclectic physicians.
Hing saysit is indicated in typhus, and all cases when thereis a
tendency to putrescency. He usezit in the low stages of typhoid
fever, and in all typhoid conditions, ocerrring in other diseases. Jones
asserts, that it has been used sucessfully in cases of typhoid and
typhus fever, whenever there is a tendency to putrescency. It is
resorted to by celectic practitioners in low fevers, with the same con-
fidence, that we administer the mineral acids, Rhus, Bryonia, ete,
Under its nse, they ¢laim that the disease is materially shortened in
duration, and robhed of its inteusity ; but they unluckily eompound
it so often with other drugs, that we must look to homeopathic author- .
ity for clear proof of its usefulness.

The following cases, related by Dr. Hoyt, in the North Amer,
Jour, Vol. 6, p. 226, were the first to bring the Baptisia to the notice
of the profession. It was used by many physicians, however, before
the cases alluded to were published :

Case 1.—Mra. C. was taken with typhus fever, and treated allo.
pathically. She became s0 redueed that her life was despaired of,
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and after the continuation of the fever for thirty-ome days, as n las

resort, Mr. C. prepared a decoction of the Baptisia; taking a piece
of the root about three inches long and 4th inches thick, steeping it
in % pint of water. He commenced by giving her Sor 6 drops of the
decoction once in 15 minutes, increasing till he gave nearly a tea-
spoonful at a dose. In about one and one-half hours the surface of
the patient presented an appearance as though she had been literally
scalded, so red was the skin, accompanicd with a most jntense super-
ficial heat ; at the same time noticing large drops of sweat standing
on her forehead, the medicine was discontinued. In a few minuntes a
profuse perspiration appeared all over the body, which continued for
nearly 12 hours, or till she was bathed freely with brandy and water.
From this time she began to improve, and with the occasional admin-
istration of a drop or two of the remedy, got well, without any febrile
symptoms. It is worthy of remark that immediately upon the admin-
istration of the remedy she became quiet and fell asleep; she had
been restless and delirvious for three weeks previous.

Cases 2 and 3.—Mr. and Mrs, 8. being very unwell, I was called,
and found them suffering with symptoms of continued fever. After
preseribing Aconite, Rhus tox, ete., without much effect, and my
patients growing rapidly worse, I was induced to use the Baptisia in
decoction, as in case 1. I remained to watch the operation of the
remedy. To my great surprise, in about an hour the perspiration
appeared upon the foreheads of my patients, and it gradually covered
the entire surface. I about six hours they were thoroughly bathed
with tepid water, and the next morping scarce a vestige of the fever
remained, and a rapid recovery followed,

Case 4.—Mr. R. waz taken with typhus fever, and bad the usual
homeeopathic remedies for several days. An unfavorable prognosis
was given, and the Baptisia was decided upon. It was administered
and ity effectz watched. In this case, drop doses of an alcoholic tine-
ture were used. The fever was reduced more than one-half in a few
hours, and by a continuation of the remedy he was saved. A fierce
delirium was present in this case, but it rapidly gave way under the
action of the medicine.”

Several other cases of andoubted typhoid fever have been reported
as arrested, by the use of Baptisia. Indeed some physicians are so
enthusiastic that they assert its power to * break up” a continued fever
in any of its stages. Were it necessary to substantiate the value of
Baptisia in continued fevers, with typhoid symptoms, I could record
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the testimony of scores of homeeopathic physicians, who have related
their successful experience with this remedy.

Dr. 8mall values this remedy highly in typhoid fever. He has
observed that while it appears to be very useful in some epidemies, in
others, and at a differsnt season, it does not act as well. In a case
lately treated by him, which commenced in 2 mild form but on the
fifth day was attacked with exhausting diasrrheea; the symptoms op
the sixth day were as follows, «delirious stupor, face dark red witha
besotted expression, eyes injected, diarrhoea, tongue coated brown, dry,
particularly in the center, very offensive breath, sordes on the teeth
fator of the urine and stools.”

Baptisia? was prescribed, a few drops in a glass of water, a spoon-
ful every hour. In twelve hours there was an apparent improvement,
In twenty-four hours a return of consciousuess, the tongue was moist,
and all the symptomws had improved. The remedy was continued a
few days until others were indicated, and the patient made a good
recovery.

Nearly the same symptoms oceurred in my own practice in a case
of typhoid. They were all alleviated in twenty-four hours by the
Baptisia. Upon changing to Phosphoric acid the bad symptoms
returned, but were dissipated by the Daptisia again. This time it
was continned several days, and other remedies completed the cure.

Dr. C. C. Smith, of Stamford, Conn,, writes concerning his expe-
rience of its use: * Yesterday, Dec. 8th, was called to see a patient
whom I found threatened with typhoid fever. Exzcessive drowsiness,
pulse 120 and thready, lips parched and eracked, pasiy, tongue heavily
furred, great thirst, could not give a direct answer to a simple ques-
tion withont his mind wandering, or falling into a deep sleep in the
middle of a sentence, great delirium at night, could searcely be kept
in bed, low muttering. Gave 4 drops of Baptisia, 1st dee. dil, in
half tumbler of water, dcssert spoonful every hour, After taking
medicine all night broke out in a gentle perspiration, about 5 4. m.
pulse came down and patient fell asleep. I found him quite bright
in the morning and perfectly rational in every way, passed-urine fre-
quently through the night in very small quantities of a bad odor.

This patient had been confined on the cholera vessel at quarantine,
New York.”

Dr, J. B. Bell, of Augusta, Me., in an article enfitled, “ Single
Symptoms,” ¥ mentions as its characteristic symptom in typhoid

P ]

* Hahnemannion Monthly, No. 4, page 181,



BAPTISIA TINCTORIA. 199

fever: * She cannot go to sleep becanse she cannot get herself
together. Her head feels 23 though scattered abont, and she tosses’
about the bed to get the pieces together.” )

As this peculiar sympton is often met with in typhoid, it becomes
a valuable indication along with other symptows, such as feter of the
breath, dry month aud tongue, sordes on the ieeth, soremess of the
flesh, ete.

- During the progress of Scarlatina, certain symptoms may arise’
for which this medicine will prove spscific. One such case cecurred.
in my practice. A child, eight years of age, in the sixth day of the’
attack, had dry red tongue, fatid breath, fever, some stupor, dysenteric
stools of scunty bloody maucus. Baptisia 1t removed the unpleasant
symptoms in two days and the patient recovered in a short time,

I have used it for nearly six years in my practice, and consider it
equally important with Rhus, Phosphorie acid, and Arsenicum, when
indicated, The following are, in brief, the characteristic indications
for its use : Chilluess all day; heat at night ; chillness with soreness
of the whole body; heary, dull, bruised sensation in the head, stupe-
fying headache, confusion of ideas, deliriim at night, heavy sleep
with frightful dreams, dry red tongue, or brown coated tongue, sticky
mouth, feetid breath, fotid sweat, and great fetor of the discharges,
(urine 2nd stool), great debility and nervous prostration with erethism ;
uleeratiors of a bad character, ete. T usually use the mother tinetuie,
or the lower dilutions, a few drops in water, every one, two, or three
hours. It acts well, when alternated with phosphoric or muriatic aeid,
and may be used with benefit in nearly all the stages of = typhoid,
and even in the premonitory or forming stage I am certain that its
timely nse has prevented the es:ablishment of the fever, if given
when the first symptoms of languor, chillness and soreness of the
whole body Legin to appear. Itis doubtful if Baptisia is indicated
in all fevers, 1t is one of the misfortunes of all schools of medicine,
that when a new remedy comes up, itis seized upon by certain
enthusiastic members of the profession, and they, losing sight of its
specific indications, proceed to laud it in the most extravagant terms,
as a panacea in all discases. This has been the case with several new
remedies lately introduced in the homeeopathic materia medioa.
Rumex crispus, a really valuable remedy for pulmonary affections;
an analogue of Phosphorus; was so highly lauded, that physicians,
not finding it equal to the task of curing every kind of congh, threw
itaside, and it is now too much neglected. Some practitioners, like Dr,
Wolf, have estimated too highly Apis mel.; others too highly Aconite,

9
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Gelseminum and Atropine. "Such has been the fate of Baptisia. Dr.
Hill, docs not hesitate to recommend it in nearly every type and
variety of fever. (See * Epitome.”) This wholesale recommenda-
tion, has been an injury to the reputation of the medicine, and indi-
rectly an injury to our school, and our patients. The range of action
of Baptisia is as limited as any other fever remedy. It may some-
times be indicated in ealarrhal, bilious, rhewmatic, or congestive
fevers ; occasionally in the cxanthematous fevers, when they assume
an adynamic type; dut only when the symptoms and conditions resems
ble those caused by the medicine. '

Dr, J. Harmer Smith, M. R. €. 8., Blackheath, England, reports
acase of Gastric lapsed inte Typhoid Fever, treated by Baptisia
tinotoria : ¥

Case.— V. 4.—, mt. about 27, City Missionary, Hampsiead. San-
guine-bilious temperament,

March 2d, 1868.—1I received an urgent telegraphic message to
visit him iimmediately, as he was very ill of fever. I was not sur-
prised to receive this intelligence, as T was aware that he had been
in daily attendance on a poor boy who lived in a low and crowded
lodging-house in the immediate neighborhood of his own dwelling,
and who had been dangerously ill of fever. I visited him at once,
and found him as had been deseribed in the telegram,

- The symptoms were what the old writers would have described as
being of a phlogistic character, and Cullen as marking a synochal
type of fever. There was hot, dry skin, flushed face, rapid and full
pulze, Leadache, throbbing of the temporal arteries, &e., &e., for which
I prescribed Aconite and Belladonna. He took Aconite until the next
day; but I continued the Beladonna for several days. There was
no material change until the evening of the 5th, except that the inflam-
matory symptoms were gradually moderated.

6th.—Wife says his symptoms became aggravated late last night;
wanted to get out of bed in the pight, and had to be held there by
force; talked wildly all night; symptoms distinctly typhoid; pulse
100; tongue baked down centre, and yct less thirst than there has
been. Diarrhea frequent and urgent; motions passed in bed; not
troubled about it afterwards. Tinct. Baptisia, gt. 1 0. hora ; Arsen-
feum, 1, p.r. m.

Zth.-—Diarrhcea continues, Still pasaes motions in bed,.but bowela
not moved for two or three hours previous to my visit. Tongue not
T+ British Jour. of Hom., July, 1865,
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5o dry: quieter ; regards you with a stupid stare, and a bewildered
expression of countenance. Omit Arsenicum, continue Bapiisia.
9th.—Reose-colored spots tolerably nnmerons on truek, slightly
reised, disappear under firm pressure; skin dry and hot; decided
improvement in intelligence ; complained of feelingasif notathome;
asked if he should get better ; complains of uneasy feelings in head,
not amonnting to pain; frequent groaning; scalp hot; face flushed;
cold applications to head grateful ; pulse 90, soft and compreasible.
Tongne, thick dark coativg; sometimes he has much difficulty in pro.
truding it, Allows fluids given him to run out of his mouth ; asked
for bread and butter, but could not get it down, and requested his
wife to take it out of his mouth. Bowels moved on'ce; motion liquid ;
asked for bed-pan; mictorition free; urine normal in appenrance,
Continue Buptisia.
FEvening—Pulse 84, small and soft ; says he feels batter ; much
dysphagia.

10th, 8.30 a. m.—Bleepless night; headache; scalp bot ; incohe-
rent talking duriog & part of the night, but sensible now; constant
moaning during night, which kept his wife awake in next room, Can
swallow much more readily, but tongue still protruded with diffieaity,

In spite of the amelioration of the sympioms, they were still suffi-
ciently grave to exeite some alarm, and some of the relatives of the
patient desired him to see an Allopath. This beirg, however, deci-
dedly objected to by his wife, my friend Dr. Kidd kindly consented to
vigit bim by my request.

4 p, m.—Visited by Dr. Kidd, who noticed that there was a good
deal of tendervess in the region of the descending colon, and diag-
nosed nleeration there. As the Baptisia was evidently doing good,
he recommended its contlnuance, with an occasional intercurrent dose
of Belladonna if there were much delirium ; which was only, there-
fors, given during the subsequent night.

11th. —Dozed several times in the night; excited cach time on
awaking. Diarrhees returned in the night; motions passed in bed,
although cooscious, but unabte torestrain them ; inereased tenderness
of abdomen, Toogue rmoist, forred centre and red margin, Pulse
96, fuller. Head cool; pain gone. Continue Baptisia, Arsenicum }
pron.

10.80 p. m—38lept all evening; awoke quite sensible; pulse 75.
Continue medicine,

12th.—8lept all night without moaning, Inquired after family
matters for the first time since his illness; intelligence fully returned,
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Palae 72; no return of diarrheea; abdominal tenderness much less-
ened, and confined to umbilical region. Begins to complain of thirst.
Tongue, furred centre and red tip and edges. Omit Arsenicum, con-
tinue Baptisia.

EByening.—Dozed all day; asked for food and drink; howels
moved ouce,

18th. - Slept well, Tongue dry ; great thirst; abdominal tender-
ness gone; ate part of a chop without my leave; pulse 72. Continue
Baptisia.

14th.—Slept well. Tongue moist; pulse 72; eonstant dozing.
Continue Baptisia.

15th.—Continues to improve. Continue Baptisia.

17th—Further improvement, Omit Baptisia, Ching ter die,
Able to leave his bed in a day or two after this report, and called on
me on the 28th,

This was clearly a case of typhoid or enterie fever, judging hoth
from the history and symptoms. It was distinctly traceable to infec.
tion. The symptoms began afew days afier my patient had paid
repeated visits to a case of fever. Iu the earliersiage of the digease
the symptoms were what are generally known as gastric fever; which
i viewed, I think, by most writers on fever, as descriptive of a cer-
tain form and stage of typhoid fever, and though marked by very
definite symptoms, yet not as being & distinct disease.

The Baprisia I felt, both at the time and subsequently, had a
decided influence in mitigating the symptoms, and in conducting the
case to a favorable issue. It bad been only introduced to my notice
by Dr, Hughes on the evening previous to my preseribing it in this
case,

If 1 bad then studied its pathogenesy, I should have been aware
that it has diarrhea amongst its symptoms ; so that I need not have
given intercurrent doses of Arsentcum when diarrheea supervened,

The rapid cure of the symptoms of enteritis, also the rapid decline
in the rapidity of the pulse, were very remarkable.

I considered that there was decided amelioration in the symptoms
before the case was visited by Dr. Kidd, but I thankfully consented
to his being asked to visit it, in consequence of my laboring under
grest disadvantages in treating it, which bis justly earned reputation
would, I knew, materially lessen. Not only were all the relatives of
the patient, except his wife, decidedly opposed to homemopathy, but
algo the more influential members of the City Mission in the neigh-
borhood used all their inflnence with Mrs. A. to induce her to send
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for their own medical man, arging not ouly the inefficiency of Homao-
pathy as an argument, but also presenting, as an inducement, that she
would have to pay for my attendance, whilst the Society would pro-
vide her with an Allopathic Physician ‘at their own expense.

‘It certainly appears inequitable that a purely religious society like
to London City Mission, which no doubt includes many Homeopathista
among its subscribers, should practically come to a decision and take
a side in a purely medical question, by providing allopathic sttend-
ance alone for its Missionaries,

Case of Gastric Fever treated by Baptisia.
G. B—, clerk, wt. 28, Greenwich, Lymphatic temperament.

December 6th, 1864.—Is clerk at an extensive iron foundry, and
thinks he has been made ill by having his meals only half cooked by a
contractor. His appearance in general is pale and sickly, and as if
possessing little vital power, but is not often ill,

Now~—languor, nausea, furred tongue, large ulcer inside lip; ano-
rexia; pulse 65. Mercurius 1.

8th.—Nausea; debility; violent eructations, which come on about
every balf bour. Nuz Vomica 1; omit Mercurius 1.

9th.—Eructations less violent, but vomiting bas supervened; vom-
ited matter tinged with bile. Bowels not moved for several days.
Ipecac. 1, omitting Nux Vomica. To have an enema of tepid waler,

10th.——Constant nausea. Vomiting and eructations both somewhat
abated ; inereased debility; no tenderness on pressure in any part of
abdomen ; bowels moved by the injection; pulse 70, small and soft.
Continue Jpecac.

12th.—Much the same as last report. To be allowed ice. Krea-
sote 1z, Btis horis,

18th.—Nausea, vomiting, and eructations less frequent; tongue
dry and baked; pulse 100, small, and compressible ; little sleep, and
much vertige in the night; finds the ice very grateful. Wife com-
plains that his temper is very irritable. Belladonna 1.

14th.—Little sleep; rapid pulse; no vomiting nor retching all
night. Received some annoying tidings early this morning and the
vomiting and retching immediately supervened, and have returned
repeatedly since. No abdominal tendernesa nor harduess.

Evening.—8Still vomiting and retehing, also diarrhea; pulse 100,
feeble and small ; tongue dry and baked. Avrsenicum 2, every two
hours.

15th.—Frequent eructations, and bilious vomiting in the night,
also diarrheea ; tongue dry, '



134 NEW REMEDIES,

Evyening.— Bowels moved five times since merning--once involun.
tarily and unconsciously ; vomiting continues. Deliricus and incohe-
rent talking at times—remarking, for example, that * it was no usehis
wife sittiog up with him o long, as she could not keep those big fel-
lows from coming into the room.” Pulse small and compre:sible;
tongue dry and covered with a thick brown erust. Arsenicum 1, every
two hours.

16th,—8lept better in the night; vomiting ceased. Diarrhea
continues; some of the motions still passed inveluntarily; tongue eovered
with # thick brown crust. Took some beef-tea, which the stomach
retaived ; pulse 80; thready. Continue Arsericum,

Evening.—Diarrhea contigues ; some vomiting : pulse 100,
thready, Has taken a small quantity of wine and beef-tea.

17th,—Restlessness, with incoherency at times; pulse 100, small
and fechle. Continue Arsenicum.

18th.—A perfectly sleepless night; pulse 100, and thready; much
retching ; little vomiting; diarrheea censed. DBaptisia tinctoria gtt
gecandis horis. Omit Arsenicum.

19th,—Feels better; has slept several honrs during the day and
night. Has this morning taken several cupsful of diluted milk with
bread for the first time since he began to be ill. No reteling, nausea
por vomiting. Continue Baptisia,

Evening.—Continues to take the bread and wilk, which causes
no unpleasant symptoms. Tongne still baked in centre, but over a
smaller surface than heretofore]; pulse 95, amall and full. Hasslept
most of the day.

21st.—No return of sickness. Lives on bread and mille. Cen-
tral dry crust on tongue, sides moist; pulse still 95. Continue
Baptisia.

23d.—Further improvement. Pulse stronger, butincreasing feel-
ing of debility ; mucous membrane of mouth sore, 50 that it is painful
to sat. Continne Baptisia.

24th,—Great languor and anerexia. Lives chiefly on bread and
milk. Continuve Baptisia.

25th,—8till dry crust on centre of tomgue. Omit Baptisia,
Bryonia 1x, pt! every four hours.

26th,—Dry crust on tougne as before. Contivue Bryonia,

20th.—Much better. Tongue clean and moist; appetite and

" strength inereasing. Sleeps well, Continue Brysnda bis die.
January 3d.—Debility only. China.
His convalescence from this time was rapid, and would have been
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more o had he not delayed it for a few days by taking a supper of
toasted cheese, which brought on an attack of vomiting, .which was,
however, relieved in a day or two by Tpecac. and Nuz Vomica.

The ecarly symptoms in G. B—'s case illustrate the difficulty of
diagnosis in certain cases of fever, whilst in the premonitory stage.
I had an excellent opportunity of observing the invasion of the djs-
ease, being in attendance on the wife of my patient after her confine-
ment, a4 the time ho was taken ill. My primary impression abont the
case (and which I entered in my case book 2t the time)’ was that the
symptoms were due to acute dyspepsia. This diagnosis was favored
by the patient’s own impression of the cause of his illness, referred
to above, as well as by the pulse mever rising above 70, nor being
romatkably deficient in power. The persistence of the vomiting in
apite of treatment wonld have led to the suspieion of malignang dis-
ease of the stomach, but for the previous good health of the patient,
and the rapid invasion of the symptoms.

After the continnance of the vomiting, ete., for nearly a week, had
gct aside the hypothesis of merely functional derangement of the
digestive organs, I feared, until the occurrence of symptoms pathog-
nomonic of fever, that I had got a case of cerchral disease in the
early stage —which Abercromby and other writers have shown to be
frequently heralded by nausea aud vomiting —no head symptoms (as
in this case) at first being present. Although, however, the vomiting
was not the precursor of corebral discase, yot its relation to disor-
dered innervation rather than to primary gastvic affection was indica-
ted by its remewal on the 14th of December by mental disquietnde,

On the whole, on reviewing the cireumstances, I do not see any-
thing in the symptoms of this case that would have led & more expers
or painstaking diagnostician than myself to have foretold, with cer-
tainty, the advent of fever. Viewing the case as a whole, it is now
clear that the symptoms were the result of blood-poisoning ; the rapid
recovery was therefore the more remarkable. Even allowing this to
be due in part to the elimination of the materies morbi by the evacu-
ations, yet I fully believe that the amelioration of the symptoms stood
to the medicine not only in the relation of post but of proper.

“ A swallow does not make a summer ;" but it must be allowed to
be at least a remarkable coincidence, that there should in each of
these cases be an immediate improvement in the symptoms after the
exhibition of the Baptisia, and that in a week from the day on which
it was first given, aud on which the erisis of the disease was not past
the paticnt might be justly pronounced out of danger. Tn the second



136 NEW REMEDIES

case, especially, there was considerable reason to believe that the dis-
ease was prevented from passing from the gasiric into the typhoid
phase by the remedy in guestion. Some of the existing symptoms
also were at once ameliorated. There had been a succession of rest-
less nights, whion had reached their climax on that previous to the
day on which the Baptisia was commenced, but it appearcd at once
to set aside that morbid irritability of the nervous system which pre-
vented sleep—thus ncting like a narcotic without its unpleasant con-
comitants.®* Nor was there any renewal of the retching and vomit-
ing, with the exception referred to at the conclusion of the notes of
the case. The appetite for food, also, which had been absent from the
first, was at once excited. The pulse, which had been variable, but
generally rapid and always weak sinee the development of fever, rap-
idly diminished in frequency 2nd incressed in strength. I am
inclined to think, siuce studying the provings of Baptisia, that after
the 22d of December the soremess of the mouth 2nd drynmess of the
tongue, which remained after the cessation of the other symptoms,
were due to medicinal aggravation.

I may wake & similar observation in reference io this case as to
the former one. If I had then been acquainted with the provings of
Baptisia, and known that it had vomiting, eructztions, and diarrheea,
I should have given it two or three days sconer than I did.

I have treated several other cases of gastric fever with Baptisia
tinctoria, but the notes I have preserved of these are not full enough
for publicatien, although I have notes of some other cases of fever
which I think of publishing, If, however, my reference to ikte sub-
jeet should induce Dr. Hughes to favor the readers of this journal
with some of the cases cured by the remedy in question, and to which
he has alluded in former numbers, I shall be much pleased that I
have published these cases, limited as I acknowledge my experience
in the use of this valvable remedy to have been. I feel, also, that I
have laid myself open to the sirietures of my readers by my con-
fession of having prescribed a medicine before having an opportunity
of acquiring & koowledge of its provings. I was not, however, aware,
prior to the publication of the last wumber of this journal, that the
provings of Baptisia were to be found anywhere but in the Norzd
American Journal of Homeopathy, to which I had not access.  Still
I felt justified in preseribing this medieine, on Dr. Hughes’ warm
recommendation, until I could obtain the provings. I had not gained
any striking results from other medicines in typhoid fever, and should

* This effect of Baptisia especially struck me on the frst occcasion of my veing it.—R. H.
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have supposed that it would have been generally admitted that our
resources in reference to it were not so ample as not to render other
remedies a desideratum, I am notaware, howerver, that Drs. Madden
and Hughes' commendation has led to Baptisia being tested by
British practitioners; and the only reference I have known made to
it on the part of vur colleagues has been in a skeptical tone. Thia
reminds me of 4 remark recently made in reference to this very sub-
jeet by a highly respected colleague, and endorsed by others who
were present, viz : that * it was very bad practice to preseribe for a
name.” When, however, the “name” refers to a definite group of
symptoms, a8 is the case in gastric fever, I must beg to take ‘excep-
tion to the dictum in question; and as there is a tendency in the
minds of some to take a one-sided view of this most important prac-
tical question, I shall take this epportunity of making a few remarks
on the subject.

Grapted that a large proportion of the cases we have to treat,
especially those of a chronic character, cannot be acourately descri-
bed or distingnished by any nosological term ; and both diagnesis and
proguosis being involved in greater or less obscurity, that symptoms
must be individualised and treated as they arise ; yet it is certainly
not so with all diseases. Many acute diseases—most, if not all, of
the exanthemata—run a more or less definite course, and are charae-
terised by symptoms which, if not absolutely the same, have a greater
or less family likeness.

- Now, are we practically denying or carrying out—are we traitors
or friends to Homeeopathy in using and seeking medicines which, in
their symptoms, have a resemblance to the disease not in one feature
only, but more or less in all?  Are we wise to be content with reme-
dies which touch the disease at a single point, or are we not rather
to aim at 0s complete a parallelism as possible? To turn to a depart-
ment of natural history as an illustration. The great superiority of
the botanical system of Jussieu over that of Linnaus is allowed to be,
that it respects and represents natural affinities, whilst, in the artifi.
cial syatem of thelatter, plants are often placed in juxtaposition which
" Nature has most widely severed. Even so it should surely be our
aim in therapeuties that the disease and the medicine should be as
closely en rapport as possible ; mot only haviag ome point of resem-
blance, but that there should be a similitude in the totality, or at
least the majority, of the symptoms. As, however, in natural his.
tory the natural and artificial systems mey, in certain exceptional
cases, agree in expressing the relation between individuals which are
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natarally in close alliance, so in exceptional cases in therapeutics the
founding the choice of the medicine on one or two prominent symp.-
toms may possibly guide to a right selection, But such ocasca, I
repeat, are the exception, and not therule. Habitual success, especi-
ally io the treatment of acute and well-defined diseases, can only be
secured by prescribing medicines which, in their semeiology, touch
the disease not by one or two only, but by many points. Thus there
may be established so clear a resemblance between the medicine and
the disease, that we have certain remedies that stand in known and
admitted relationship to certain typical forms of disease, Is, then,
the use of the one for the treatment of the other to be stigmatised as
preseribing for a name? By this process of generalization, or rather
of grouping, it wag that the founder of Homeeopathy was enabled io
preseribe and recommend with confidence Belladonna for “ smooth
scarlet fever,” Aconite in purple rash, Spongia and Hepar in croup,
Drosera in hooping-cough, Mercurius corrosivies in dysentery, Thuja
in sycosis, &o.#

We may also expect that, as our knowledge increases on the one
band, and the number of our medicines on the other, our treatment
will become increasingly simple and successful. For instance, it is
only during the last few years that the specific distinctions between
typloid and typhus fever have been understood and recognized.
Now, the special applieability of Baptisia to the former disease ren-
ders jt probable that it will not be found carative in the latter; aven
as Hahvemann has shown that the peculiar adaptation of Bedadonna
to true searlet fever renders it unsuitable for the treatment of the
modifieztion of the disease, which he describes as purple rash, If,
however, the distinetion between these several diseases had not been
understood, the proved inefficiency of the medicine in the one might
have led also to its rejection in the other. In this way I think it
probable that the labors of the old school in pathology may materially
aid us, if we are not less diligent in the study of pathogenesy, and not
too soon satisfied with our siccess in the treatment of any well-marked
diseage.”

Mind,—Restless, uncasy, frightful dreams—gloomy and cast down
for several days,”—(Burt.) *“Troublesome dreams, mental excite-
ment bordering on delirium.” Indisposition and want of power io
think ; uwuhappy ; mind seems weak. (D.)

Cranicar, Onservations.—The above symi;boms ave similar to those
which precede a typhoid fever. I have often given the Baptisia 4

* Vide Dr, Dudgeon's transiatien of Hahnoigann®z # Lesser Writings" p. 570,
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in these premonitory states, with tlie apparent effect of prevent.
ing the establishment of the fever,

Sleep.— Slept two or three hours and walked with difficalt
breathing, a kind of night-mare, dreams of laboring hard in the snow,
suffering with beat from the exertion and finelly being smothered ian
the snow ; unusually sound sleep, dreams about fighting and disputa-
tion, always come off second-best,”’— (Douglas) Drowsy, stupid,
tired foeling, Very restless after midnight. Restless night with
frightful dreams. Restless until 2 a. m., then sleep with frightful
dreams. (B.) Dreamed of being bound down with a chain across
the mouth.

Crinicar Osservatons.—The symptoms above noted bear a close
resemblanee to those occurring in typhoid fevers. The restless nights,
with delirium, and frightful dreams, all point to its specific applica-
bility in many low fevers.

Head,—* Feeling as if the skin of the forehead would be drawa
to the back part of the head, great tightness of the skin of the fore-
head, with pain in the right eye, frequent pressive pain in the right
temple. Sharp pains in both temples, dull pressive pain in the fore-
head, feeling as if the forchead would be pressed in, dull, heavy,
pressive headache, very much aggravated by motion. Feeling as if
the head was toe heavy, numb feeling of the bead and face.”—(Dr,
Burt’s Proving.) Dullness of head. Vertigo. Confused feeling in
the head, swimming sensation, very like that one experiences before
the operation of an emetic.” (Dr. Thompson’s proving, N. A. J.,
Vol. V., page 541.) *Peculiar feeling of the head, which is never
felt except during the presemce of fever, ezcitement of the brain,
such as precedes defirium. Dull feeling in the ocsiput with slight
pain and fullness, vessels of head full, head feels large  Dizziness,
severe frontal headache, heat in forehead, soreness in fromt part of
head, soreness in the brain, worse when stooping. * Brain feels numb
with oceasional stitches or shocks in various parts of the head, bruised
feeling in forehead: Vertigo, Sharp pain over right eye, then ove
the left, dull pain in both temples, growing more intense, dull stupid
foeling all over the head, with severe pain in the occiput. Head
feels heavy, as thongh I could not sit up, headache day and night,
causing a sensation of wildness, noise increases the headache.”—
(Provings by Prof. Douglass, and Beckwith, Messrs. Rowley,
Swmith Hoyt, and Sapp, N. A, T, Vol. VII, pages 228 and 234,

Crivicar Osservarions.~—~The head.symptoms of Baptisia resem.
ble those caused by Bryonia, Gelseminum, Arnica and Muriatic acid.
It is indicated in the headache whick precedes and accompanies
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typhoid fevers; and is useful in some bilious, vervous and rhenmatie
cephalalgias. I have often given it in the febrile paroxysm of an
intermittent, wheu the headache was similar o that caused by Bap-
tisia. In such cases it not only relieved the head, but often hastened
the critical perspiration and shortened the hot stage. My former pupil,
Dr, Rogers, of Coldwater, Mich., thinks very highly of it in similar
instances. He preseribes it at the commencement of the cold stage,
and continues through all the stages, and clzims that it modifies the
paroxyem, but has no anti-periodic power, in preventing further
attacks. He claims also to have used it with benefit in bis own case
duriog an attack of “cerebro-spinal fever,” which was epidemic in
his locality. The Baptisia has many symptoms which resemble very
much those which are said to oceur in the so-called “ spotted fever.”
We would suggest to our colleagues o careful comparison of the
symptoms of this dreaded malady, with the proving of Baptisia. It
may be found to be a valuable remedy in the treatment of that fatal
epidemic.

Eyes,— Fecliug as if the eyes would be pressed into the head,
with great confusion of sight; cannot place anything till after looking
at it a few seconds; everything seems to be moving. Vertigo attended
with sensation of paralysis of the lids, eyes smart and acho severely.”
(B) “Bloated feeling of the eyes; cyes unusually glistening ; dis-
position to have the eyes half closed ; soreness in front part of head
upon moving the eyes or turning them upward ; sorencss of eyeballs,
oyes feel swolen, with burning and slight lachrymation ; congestion
of the vessels of the eyo, they look red and inflamed.”’-~{Dougias,
et. al}

Cuntcar, OpsEavaTions.—Many of the eye-symptomns of this wedi
cine are similar to those eaused by Gelseminum and resemble those
sensations which in the eyes are premonitory to typhus. It is evi-
dently homaopathic to some varieties of ophthalmia. King and
others recommend it internally, and as a * wash,” in serofulous and
purulent ophthalmia.

Nose,—* Thick mucus discharge from the nose,” (T) * Severe
drawing pains along the nose.” (B) * Catarrh, dull pain at the root
of the nose.” (D))

Crivicar, Osservartions,—Internally it may be found useful in
some forms of catarrh and ozmna, as a topical application. I know

the infusion, or dilute tincture to be scrviceable in obstinate futid
discharges from the nasal passages.

Face.—Burning heat of face, face flushed and bot ; external ves-
sels of face distended and full, flashes of heat over the face, which
feels flushed and very hot, cheeks burn.” (D)

Ears,—Deafness, or dullness of bearing. Roaring in the ears,
with confusion of the mind.
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Orimicar Osservations.—Dulloess of hearing i9 2 common symp-
tom of debility, particularly the debility of typhoid states. Baptisia
is indicated when deafness occurs during a low fever. Itis usefulas
an injection in foetid, corrosive otorrheea.

Mouth, Tongue, etc.— Profase flow of saliva; well developed
- uleers in the mouth; long, continued flow of saliva. Tongue feels as
though it had been scraped.” (T) « Tongue coated yellow along tho
centre; flat bitter taste in the mouth.” (B) Tongue feels dry on rub-
bing it against the roof of the mouth, smarted and felt sore as if
burned, slight, dry burnt feeling of the tongue. Saliva abundant,
somewhat viscid and flat tasting, appetite somewhat impaired, food
does not taste quite natural. Filthy taste with flow of saliva, loss of
appetite, slight yellow coat on the tongne; two days afterward,
tongue coated whitish and slightly congested. Tongue coated, at
first white with reddish papilla here and there, followed by a yellow-
_ ish brown coating in the, centre, the edges being red and shiving;
tongue feels thick and swollen, numb pricking sensation of the tongue,
bad taste in the mouth, Teeth and gums feel sore. Qozing of blood
from the gums,

Cumican Ossexvarions,—The above symptoms of the buccal
cavity, afford excellent proof of the trath of “ Similia” a3 alaw of
cure, They show that the Baptisia will cause conditions of the
mucous membrane of the mouth, ete., similar to those for which it is
so much used in eclectic practice, An exhaustive proving would
undoubtedly develop symptoms of a more aggravated character, as
putrid nlcerations, ete, King speaks highly of Baptisia as a wash
to malignant, ulecerous sore mouth; mercurial sore mouth, and many
other pathological conditions of the buceal cavity. It canses saliva-
tion and ulceration; I have used it for many years in chronic mercu-
r1al sore mouth, whenthe gums were loose, flabby, dark red or purple,
and the breath was intolerably feetid Next to chlorate of potash, it
is the best remedy we have to remove and palliate that disagreeable
condition. It is indicated in stomatitts malerna; cancrum oris;
and nearly all diseases of the mouth and tomgue, characterized by
wlceration, pulrescency, etc. But in all these diseases, it should be
used topically as well as internally. Like chlorate of potash, the
mineral acids, hydrastis, ete., the cure is materially hastened by the
loczl applieation of the diluted tincture, or watery infasion. T usually
prescribe it as follows: Tineture Baptisia one drm., cool water four
oz. This may be used as o wash, gargle, or local application in any
form, when it is indicated. At the same time the tincture or the
dilutions may be given internally, at suitable intervals. In typhus
conditions we find many of the above pathogenetic symptoms, in
nearly every case. They afford special indications for the selection
of this medicine.

In acute Stomatitis, the Baptisia has been found promptly cura-
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tive. Dr. A, Walker of Pontiao, Michiian, reports several cases,
ocenrring in children at a time when Diphtheria was prevalent. The
patients were feverish, the mouth hot, red, and on the mucous mem-
brane of the bueceal eavity were numerous “ canker spots,” superficiul
uleerations, surrounded by a red areolse, The breath was fewetid, and
there was present in every ease profuse salivation. When possible,
it was applied locally to the surface, (20 drops of the tincture to half
a cup of water,) aud the medicine given in the first dilution every
four hours. Every case recovered, while other children in the same
neighborhood, attacked in the zame manner, died of diphtheria. This
would seem to shew that the Baptisia was a valuable remedy inthe
first stages of that disease, when the attack commences as above.

Dr. A. M. Cushing, of Lynn, Mass., writes of its use in 4iph-
theria :  * Miss D, aged fiftecn, tall, slim, pale, has never menstru-
ated. Has hot skin, quick pulse, pain in head, breath very gffensive.
Diphtheritic patches on fauces and both tonsils, uvulared and swollen.
Gave Baptisia, third, a few globules (No. 4,) in half-glass of water,
one teaspoonful every hour. 2d day, about the same, breath still very
?&nsiw. Continue Baptisia. 3d day, better; 4th day, better; 5th

ay, better ; Tth day, dismissed. Had no remedy but Baptisia, its
great indication being the offensive breath, as well as the fever.”

Dr. J. G. Wilkinson of London, England, uses the Baptisiain
Small Pox when the pustules appear thickly upon the palatine arch,
the tonsils, uvula, and there is present prostration and a putrid odor
from the moutb,

During the summer of 1865, in this city (Chicago) there appeared
a kind of epedemic of “ sore mouth.” The patient would be attacked
with chillness, followed by fever; the tongue would assume a red
hue on the edges or all over; the gnms look red and swollen, and the
whole buecol cavity inflamed. The breath would become fetid and
there would ensue profuse salivation, Buperficial uleers always
appeared on the tongue 2nd inside of the lips and cheeks, rarely on
the fauces or gums, Baptisia, first dilution, internally, together with
the local application of a wash, was more successful than Mereurius
The disease lasted from five to seven days,

Throat. —Soreness of the throat with seraping and burniog.
Raw sensation in the pharynx with a large amouot of viseid maucus,
Covstrictive feeling in the throat, causing frequent efforts at deglu-
tition, Pricking sensation in the upper part of pharynx, Slight
angina, throat feels swollen or full; tonsils and soft palate injected,
with puin in the root of the tongue when swallowing.

Crinican OsservaTions.—The action of Baptisia upon the throat
is quite marked. It irritates the tonsils, uvula, and follicular glands.
It is homeeopathic, and. bas been found carative in wlcerated sore
throat, suppurating tonsis, catarrkal angina, ete. If the angina
teads to assume a putrid character, the uleers dark, and breath feetid,
the Baptisia is particularly indicated. Many of my colleagues as
well as myself value it very highly in the treatment of diphtheria
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as an auziliary to Mere. iod, Kali bichrom, or Kali brom, It is indi-
cated when putrescent sympioms appear, when the nervous system
becomes depressed, and there is much prostration. The premonitory
symptoms of diphtheria, bear a strong resemblance to many of the
symptoms of Baptisia,

Stomach.— Good deal of distress in the stomach, severe pains
every few moments in the cardiac region of the stomach ; disposition
to vomit but no nausea, Dull pain in the epigastric region, frequently
recurring and aggravated by turning ever, constant pain in the epi-
gastric and hypochondriac regions, aggravated by walking ; burning
distress in the epigastrium.” (B.) * Frequent eructations of flatus;
nausen.” (T.) ** Gone,” empty feeling of the stomach. Slight nauses,
followed by vomiting; pain in the stomach ; pains and eramp in the
stomach ; feeling as if there was a hard substance in it. Stitching
pain in cardiac extremity of stomach. Slight nausea with want of
appetite and constant desire for water.” (Douglas et al)

Crinicat Osservations,—Typhoid and bilicus fevers are ush-
ered in by symptoms which resemble those above given. Baptisia
secems to act specifically on the gastric mucons membrane, It is
highly probable, that it causes the same lesions in that tissue, which
it causes in the mouth and fauces, namely, inflammation and ulceration.

Dy. Coe, says he found it very serviceable in certain forms of dys-
pepsia, varticularly those cases accompanied with irritability of the
stomach, acid eructations, griping pains and loosensss of the bowels,
with frequent, small, and offensive stools,

Abdomen,—* Constant pain in the right hypochondriae region ;
sharp shooting pains all through the bowels. Severe colicky pains in
the umbiiical and especiaily in the hypochondriac regions ; the pain
comces on every few seconds, with rumbling in the bowels and degire
for stool. Constant dull pain in the wmbilical region ; shooting pain
in the umbilical region.” (Burt), * Pain in the abdomen on pressure;
dull heavy aching pain in the lambar region on goipg to bed at night.
Loud borborygmus, with diarrhcea, fullucss of the abdomen, flatu.
lence. Pain in the hypogastrium, soreness of the abdominal muscles
as if from cold or coughing severely.” (Douglaset. al) Distension of
abdomen, feeling as though it would be a relief to vomit, rumbling
in the intestines.” (T.) (In a cat, poisoned with Baptisia, Dr. Burt

found the small and large intestines congested and filled with bloody
mucus.)

Crmvicar Osservarions.—It is highly probable that the Baptisia
causes similar intestinal lesions to these observed in typhoid fever.
It is a drastic cathartic, and is homaopathic to profuse, dark, fotid
diarrheeas, sub-acute enteritis, colie, anﬁ other bowel affections.
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Liver, &c.,—Pain in the right hypocondriac region, aggravated
by walking; constant dull pain in the region of the gall-bladder ;
pain extends to the spine. Soreevess in the region of liver, pain in
the Tiver.

Crivicar OeservaTions.—Hing says it arouses the liver to s nor-
mal action. Coe declares that in hepatic derangements it will be
fouud 2 valuable auziliary to other remedies, Dr. Burt found the
Hiver congested in a cat Enisoncd with Baptisia. Its pathogenetic
symptoms show that it is homeeopathie to some disorders of the liver,
the exact natare of whieh, further provings, and clinical cxperience
can only decide.

Stools and Recinm,—Rumbling in the bowels and desire for
stool ; soft, papescent stool, with a good deal of mucus, seft mushy atools,
with rumbling in the bowels,  constipation, severe constipation, with
hemorrhoids, diarrhea two days before, bowels loose, which is uncom-
mon with the prover. Bowels costive for two days. Vomiting and
diarrhma, with dark stools, Bowels comstipated daring the whele
proving” {(Douglas, et. al) |A eat poisoned with Baptisia had
bloody mucus stools. The intestines were found congested and filled
with bloody mucus.] In large doses Baptisia is a drastic cathartic;
and in smaller doses a laxative. The stools are generally dark, offen-
sive, muens aud even bloody, In quite small doses it rather cunsti-
pates. [This, however, is an effect of all; catharties when given in
small quantities.)

CrivicaL OBsERvaTIONs.—Baptisia then, is promarily homewo-
pathic to diarrheea, dysentery and acute mucous enteritis; seconda-
rily, to constipation, with indigestion, torpor of liver and hwmor-
rhoids., Coe says, “in the treatment of ulcerative inflammation of
the bowels and stomach, and chronic diarrhoea, and dysentery, it use
should never be omitted ; also that it is useful in ¢ aerid frecal dis-
charges,” and ¢ frequent, small and offensive stools.”” Thas it is that
both allepathic and ccleetic schools of medicine, use)remedies sue-
cessfully for the very symptoms they cause, thereby unwittingly
treating their patieiits homeeopathically. It is indicated particunlarly
in adynamic diarrhea and dysentery, with'the geueral .condition of
the system usually present. But it has been found useful in those
affections even when sthenic in character. In itsaction on the bowels
it resembles Leptandria, Arsenicum, Nitric Acid and Rhos-tox. Dr.
Burt, one of the rrovers of Baptisia, thinks highly of it in dysentery.
He reports the following case: A pregnant woman was attacked
with dysentery. It bronght on labor, after whieh the dysentery
grew worse. A couuncil was to be held at noon, but on the morning
of the same day Baptisia, (4 drops of the tincture every hour,) was

iven; ot noon she wasmuch better, and her convalescence was rapid.
er symptoms were violent colie-like pains before every stool, and
great tenesmus. Stools every five or ten minutes, They were pure
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blood with a very little mucus, pulse 80, soft and full. Aconite, Bry.,
Colgoynth, Merc., Veratrum alb., were given for four days without any
benefit, while the Baptisia cured her perfectly in four hours.” JTn
ten cases of dysentery I have never seen medicine act better. They
all had violent colicky pains in the hypogastrie region before a stool;
the stools were mucus and blood, great tenesmus, which was relieved
by the Baptisiz in two or three hours better than by 2ny remedy I
have ever used; she cases were not generally attended by much
fever. .

Dr. L. Walker, of Michigan, has found this remedy successful in
dysentery, when the evacuations were mucus, bloody, with some
fever, brown coat on the tongue, tormina and tenesmus.

A homeopathic physician writes: * “ This remedy has proven
itself, in my experience, admirably eflicient in the form of dysenzery
of whick many cases oceur in the fall, in this vieinity.”

*In s case in which Mere. cor. seemed indicated he gave it without
effect. The pain waa severe, discharges consisting of blood and
mucus. Slight fever. The Baptisia was preseribed, its action - was
very prompt, and the patient was soon relieved. Auother case oceur-
ring in the same family, 2 few days after, was relieved by the same
remedy with equal promptness. At his suggestion it was employed
by other physicians with like results,”

Dr. J.C. Peterson writes: “ Baptisia has been my sheet anchor in
dysentery, this season (1865). I use it in the }th tincture, and it
has always acted prompily.” :

Urinary Organs,—Urive high.colored, not very copious, but of
dark red color. A sort of burning when urinating. (Dr. Douglas
and others). Shooting paing in the region of the left kidney. The
urine increased in quantity during the proving, and continued acid
threughout.

Female Genital Organs. —Increased menses. Menses too soon
and too profuse. Abortion.

Cumicar. Opsprvations.—This medicine has not been proven
upon the female organism. But it has been known to cause the above
symptoms. Lts real action upon the uierus, ovaries, ete, has yet to
be aceurately determined,

Dr. Qoe says: * Baptisia is possessed of more energetic emmena-
gogue properties than the plant has generally been accredited with.
We have employed it with gratifying success in the treatment of dys-
menorrhwa and defective menstruation. Also in cases of vicarious
menstruation, in combination with Podophyllin,with signal suceess, In
the treatment of vicarions menstruation, particularly those cases accom-
panied with periodical diarrheea, we have found the following combina-
tion entirely successful when administered during the inter-menstrual
]ﬁzriod; Baptisia grs. xx, Podophyllin grs. z, Cgaulophyllin grs. xx,

iz and divide inte ten powders. (3ive one every might or every
other night, according to the condition of the bowels.”

s American Homaopathist, Oct. No,, 1863,

10
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One of the most ridiculous things iu the old school practice, is the

custom of prescribing a farrago of drugs, like the above, and then
giving 10 one of them the credit of curing the malady. Who knows
which drug was the curative agent? If Baptisia is a specific for
vicarious menstruation, its administration alone will prove its virtues.
Coe adds that it « should not be used during the period of utero-ges-
tation, as it is capable of producing abortion, for which purpose we
have known it to be used by quacks and empirics. The danger to
the general health is very great, when nsed in sufficient quantities to
produce this result.” It follows, then, that Baptisia is homweopathic
to abortion when occurring as a consequence of debility, physieal or
mental depression, nervous prostration, ete., as in typhoid fevers, and
other adynamic conditions. It is u useful application, in the form of
injection, in cases of virulent leucorrhoes, ulceration of the os uteri
and vagina, with aerid feetid discharges; also in unhealthy lochial
disebarges, and those peculiar putrid discharges which occur after an
abortion, and depend upon the presence of shreds of membrane, or
pieees of the placenta, remaining in the cavity of the uterus. In
these cases the Baptisia, injeeted in the form of infusion or dilute
itincture, will remove the fetor and prevent mischief from the acridity
iof the discharges. The chlorate of potash, or still better the perman-
ganate of potash, will prove more effectual in grave cases. As there
is usually present, in all these cases, a general debility of the system,
and a sort of erasis of the blood, the Baptisia should be given inter-
pally, in the lower dilutions, in conjunction with a nourishing diet,
wine, ete.

Larynx, Trachea, ei¢.—Hoarseness to such an extent as to
require the utmost effort to be undersood, Tickling in the throat,
constantly provoking a ecough. Great hoarseness, Complete aphonia.

Chest,—Difficult breathing, increased compass and frequency of
the pulsations of the heart, pulsations seem to fill the chest. Diffi-
culty of breathing; the luugs feel tight and compressed; cannot got
a full breath. Tightness of the ehest, feeling of want of power in
the respiratory apparatus, such as is felt during fever (Dowglas).
Constriction and oppression of the chest, (Burt). Oppressed respi-
ration, sbarp pains in the chest when taking a long breatb, throbbing
in the heart s0 as to be distinctly heard. Awoke with great difficulty
of breathing, the Tungs felt tight and compressed ; eould not get a fuli-
breath, felt obliged to open the window, to get my face to the fresh
air,

Crimean OpservaTions.—It may Erove curative in some varieties
of asthma, also typhoid pneumonia. I am inclined to the opinion,
however, that many of the symptoms of oppression are due to nervous

depression, and resemble the anxious oppression which oceurs during
the low stages of fevers.
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Back, —Dull heavy pain in the lembar region, very mneh aggra-
vated by walking ; back and hips are very stiff and ache severely;
chills ap and down the back a5 if ague were coming on; dull heavy
aching in the lumbar region, on going to bed at night, flashes of heat
frem the small of the back in sll directions. (Douglas et al).

Upper Extremities,—Stiffness of the joints, as if strained, twitch-
ing in the left deltoid, also in latissimus dorsi of left side, Soreness
of the muscles of the neck, muscular debility, feeling of weariness,
especially in the right arm and shoulder, hands feel too large, and are
tremulous, with a peculiar thrilling sensation, somewhat like going to
sleep or a want of circulation, {B.) Drawing pains in arms. (B))

Lower Extremities:—Dull drawing pains in the right groin and
testicle. Drawing pains in the legs, especially in the knee jointa,
Bevere drawing pains in the calves of the legs ; legs are very weak
and tremble,” (B.) Burping heat of the feet, with feeling-of pul.
sation ; sacral region and hips exceedingly painful ; feet become painful
from resting on the floor ; dull pain in the sacrum, compounded of a
feeling as from pressure and fatigue from long stooping, soon extend-
ing round the hips and down the right leg; weariness of the lower
limbs, especially the right. Aching in limbs, heat and burning in
the lower extremities so intense as to prevent sleep most of the night.
Soreness in the anterior part of the thighs, worze after sitting awhile ;
darting pain in the left knee and malleolus of left side. Extremities
feel hot, exeept the feet, which are cold "—(Douglas) Sensation of
weakness in lower limbs, with weak knees. Cramp in the calves
when walking,

DR. BURT'S PROVING OF BAPTIS[A.*

QOct, 12th. Am in good health. Took ten drops at 10 4, m, At
12 w. feeling of tightness aeross the forehead, with pain over the right
eye. At 3 p. M. severe pain every few minutes in the eardiae portion
of the stomach. Took fifteen drops, 4 ». m. Skin of the forchead is
feeling as if it way drawn very tightly over the forehead, with sharp
pain over the right eye; quite a number of times there has been
sharp shooting pains all through the bowels. Took 20 drops, 8 e. n.
Frequent pain over the right eye of a pressive character, There has
been constant pain in the region of the gail bladder, very severe when
walking. Dull pain in the epigastrie region, Dull drawing pain in
the right groin, legs ache. Took 25 drops.

Oct. 13th. Slept well until midnight, then could not sleep any
more. Frequent pain in the epigastric region, very much worse by

* This proving wad made with the mother {incture and orude bark,
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turning over, which I bad to do all the time ; dreamed of being bound
down.with a chain across the mounth ; drawing pains in the arms and
legs, Slight rumbling in the bowels. Tongue coated yellow along
the centre. 7 a. M. Took 30 drops, 10 a. m. Dull pressive pain in
the forehead. Sharp pains in both temples; dull pain in the right
hypochondriac region. Slight rumbling in the bowels, with a musby
stool. Dull pain in the small of the back; drawing pains in the legs.
Took 35 drops, 2 ». m. There bas been constant pain in the epigastrie
and right hypochovdrisc regions, very severe when walking, the pain
is of 4 drawing character. Took 40 drops, 9 p. m. Have suffered
constantly and scverely all day, with pain in the Ziver and stomach.
The pain eauses a numb feellng to pase all over my body. Dull pain
in the forehead. Drawing pain in the calves of the legs. Urinated
40 oz., acid.

Oct. 14th, Had a very restless night, with frightful dreame. Good
deal of dull pain in the liver, stomach and umbilical region. Tongue
coated yellow. 9 r. . Have had econstant pain in the nmbilical
region with slight rambling of the bowels all day. Soft stool. Urin-
ated 26 oz.. acid.

Oct. 15¢h. Had restlesa night, with frightful dreams. 9 a. w.
Feeling quite well. Took 40 drops. 2 p. m. Have had constant pain
in the stomach and right hypochondriac region. Tock 50 drops,
5. M. Skin of the forehead feeling very much contracted. Slight
pain all day in the stomach and right hypochondriae region ; the pain
in the right side is very severe when walking, Severe drawing painas
in the right groin aud tesiicle, and right foot. Took 60 drops, ¢ p, u.
There has been constant pain in the stomach and right hypschoudriac
region. The pain was of a dull, aching character, and extended to
the spine ; very much worse by motion. Took 60 drops, slept until
2 a. M., then could not sleep avy more. Took 40 drops at 4 4, m,
Had a good deal of pain in the epigastrie region all wight. Urinated
28 oz., acid.

Oct. 16¢h. Feeling quite well. Injeeted 10 {drops under the
skin of the left arm over the biceps. I first held chloroform on wmy
arm for five minutes, it was more painful than the making of the ineis-
ion through the skin; ten minutes after, the skin of the forehead felt
a8 if it would be pulled to the back part of my head, with a numb
feeling of the forehead and face; in fifteen minutes, feeling as if I
would vomit, but no nauses, with severe shooting pain iv the left kid-
ney and left side of the umbilicus. Thirty minutes, feeling as if the
forehead would be pressed in. Slight pain in_the stomach and right
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kypochondriac region and umbilieal ; frequent gulping up of air. At
10 s, ., slight pressive headache and dull pain in the loins. The part
where the incision was made hecame so numb that T could cut the skin
without the least feeling of pain. I can assure my readers that the
most painful part is holding the chloroform bottle on the arm, Took
100 drops, 2 p. m.  Dull heavy pressive headache; by spells sharp
pains in the temples; heavy aching pain in the stomach and liver,
with o very hot sensation in the same parts Soft stools. Took 120
drops 9 ». M. Feeling very weak and trembling a good deal. Pressive
pain in the forehead,constant dull aching pain in the stomach and liver-
The pain in the liver extends from the right lateral ligament to the
gall-bladder—it is almost imposgsible to walk, it makes the pain so
severe in the region of the gail-bladder. Severe drawing pains in the
calves of both legs. Took 106 drops. Urinated 42 oz, acid.

Oct. 17th. Slept well until 2 . m.,” then very restless until
moraing ; frightful dreams. Dull heavy headache in the forchead,
constant dull aching pain in the umbilical region. aggravated by a
full inspiration. Dull aching pain in the lumbar region very severe
when walking. Tongue coated yellow along the centre. Flat taste
in the mouth, @ a. m. Took 150 drops, 12 m. Head feeling very
heavy, sharp pains by spells iu the right and left temples, constant
dull pain in the region of the gall-bladder, very severe when walking,
Took 200 drops, 3 ». m. Skin of the forehead feeling very tight, with
sharp pain in the temples. (Jonstant pain in the stomach and liver,
quite sharp at timea. Fearing that all the medical properties of the
drug were not in the tineture 1 was using, I eoncluded to take the
green bark of the root and chew it. Took 30 grs. Had a natural
stool, 9 . M., constant burning distress in the epigastrium, with
severe colicky paing in the umbilical and especially in the hypogastrie
region, every few seconds, with rumbliug iu the bowels and desire to
voWit, but no nansea; soft stool ; drawing pains in the right hip and
calves of both legs. Urinated 31 oz., acid,

DR. BURT'S PROVING WITH BAPTISIN.

Oet. 18.—8lept until 2 a. M., could not sleep any more, but had
to toss about constantly. Had a dull hard headache, very much worse
by moving, Sharp pains in the temples very often. Constantaching
pains in the umbilical region. Took 40 gra.at 4 4. M. Tongue coated
yellow, flat bitter taste in the mouth. Tounsils congested. Drawing
pains in the legs. 11 a. M. There has been gregi distress in the
stomach and bowels all the forencon, with desire to vomit, Soft
mushy stool. Took 55 grs 1. ». M. Eyes feeling as if they were
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being pressed into my head, with great confusion of sight; cannot
place anything until I look at it a few seconds; everything appears
to be moving,; partial paralysis of the eyelids; it is very difficult to keep
them open ; fauces and tonsils very much congested, Great distress
in the epigastric and umbilieal region, with great rumbling. Cramp
in the calves of the legs whencver I move them; am very weak and
faint. 8 p. m. Have had frequent pains in the right temple. Eyes
smart and ache severely. Tonsils very much congested, with frequent
inclination to swallow, which produces pain in the root of the tongue.
Coustant aching distress in the stomach and umbilical region, with
great deal of pain in the region of the gall-bladder Rumbling with
desire for atoo). Stool papescent, with a large quantity of mucus,
but no real pain. Am very faint and weak, legs tremble and ache,
Urinated 38 oz., acid. .

Oct. 19.—Hud 2 very restless night. Frequeut pain in the right
temple ; dull heavy headache. Tongue codted yellow, with flat bitter
taste. Tousils and soft palate very much congested. Dull aching
distress in the bowels, Back and hips are very stiff and ache severely;
drawing pains in the left. 4 p. m.—Tonsils and soft palate look very
red, but are not painful ; good dezl of distress in the umbilical region
all day. Back aches severely, aggravated by walking. Frequent
drawing pains in the calves of the leg. Utine is of a whitish color;
does not change blue litmus, aud has ne effect on red paper.

Qct. 20,—8lept well. Tongne coated yellow. Teeth and gums
have been very sore for two days; by pressing on them with my finger
large quantities of blood ooze from the gums. Tonsils and soft palate
congested, Blight back-ache. Had 2 natural stool this morning, but
none yesterday. Felt very gloomy for several daye. Bowels moved
regularly once a day—perfectly vatural.

Qct. 28th.—Feeling well. Took 4 grs. at 10 4. m. Had a sevére
pain in the region of the gall-bladder, lasted one hour; constant slight
psin in the umbilical regioun ; natural stool. Took six grs. All the
evening had a dull frontal headache, with smarting of the eyes and a
drawing paiu down the nose, Constant dull pain in the umbilical and
hypogastrie region; by spells the pain in the hypogastriec region was
very sharp.

Oct. 29.—8lept well. Feeling quite well. 10 a. u.—Took 10 grs.
3 p, u.— there has been constant dull pain in the umbilical region, At
times drawing pain in ihe right wrist aud left ankle: Took 14 grs.
Constant dull frontal headache, and dull pain in the bowels all the
evening.
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Oct. 30th.—3Blept well until 1 1. ' Awoke with severe eutting
pains in hypogastrie region, with loud rumbling of the bowels, very
restless after; had frightfal dreams. Tongue coated yellow along
the centre; flat, bitter taste. Soft papescent stools. The inguinal
glands of the left groin are very much swollen, one of them as large
as a common-sized hickory nut. Is this an effect of the medicine,
or the effect of 8 cold” L have no symptoms of a cold. They are
very painful when walking. [0 a.m

CACTUS GRANDIFLORUS.

(Night-Blooming Cereus.)

Anavocues.—Aconite, Agaricus, Belladonna, Crotalus, Gelseni-
wem, Kalmia, Lachesis, Spigelia, Stramoniwm, Veratrum viride.

Botanicar Desoriprion, —S8tems cylindrical, rooting and very
long, provided with five or six slightly prominent ribs, and furnished
with small spines or thorns, disposed in radieated forms. Flower
very large, with many narrow yellow sepals, and broader white petals,
opening at night aud shrivelling before morning, having an extremely
sweet odor of benzoic acid and vanilla. Fruit shaped like an egg,
covered with scaly tubereles, fleshy, of an orange or fine reddish
solor, filled with very small seeds of an acid taste.

This species of Cactus is indigenous to Mexico and the West
India Islands. It is only found in temperate latitudes in eonservato-
ries. Dr, Rubini says it blooms in Naples in the month of July,
where it thrives well in the open air. The same author says the
tineture should be made from the flowers and the youngess and most
tender stems, gathered in the month of July. They should be out
into the minutest pieces, put into « reetified spirits of wine; one
part of the plant to ten of alcohol, and remain one month in macera-
tion, shaking the bottle frequently in the meantime.” It is doubted
by some physicians if a tinetire made from the plant as found in con.
servatories will have the same medicinal powers as when prepared
from the plant growing in jts natural hebitat. It is probable that a
trituration made from the stems would be equally as good a preparation
as the tincture,

OrFricinar PREPaRATIONS.—~Tinctures, dilutions, triturations.

Meprcar, HisTory.~—According to Dr, Lippe, the American trans.
lator, its uges have previously been limited; * The Allopathic school
has applied the milky juice, which is aerid, but without smell, for
the same purposes as the leaves of the Cactus opuntia, Linn., as
poultices for gouty and other painful conditions, for inflammation of
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internal organs, also for coros. Paulle,* Cleghorn,} Papen at Pyr-
mont,; Wilh. Heior. Brennecke.§ It ia stated that the Cactua grand-
iflorus causes on the skin excoriations and pustules. It has been
administered in doses from two to ten grains, as an anthelmintie. If
the juice be dried, then burned, the fumes will cause sneezing, cough-
ing, inflammation of the uostrils, and even hmmoptysis. It is also
reported to have cured dropsies.”

The Cactus grandiflorus was first proven and used in Homceo-
pathic practice by Dr Roceco Kubini, Medical Director of the
Homamopathic Hospital of 8. Maria della Cesarea, near Naples. He
published 2 pamphlet which contained its pathogenesis, and clinical
observations reluting to its uses in disease. The pathogensis, how-
ever, was only a resume of the provings, with the symptoms arranged
according to Habnemano’s plan. It is muoch to be regretted that
Rubini did not publish the daily record of the provings. Snch an
omission was certainly a fault, and onc very detrimental to a thorough
knowledge of the action of the medicine. We judge from the follow.
ing extract that it was proven only on two persons: ‘* This small
pathogenesis, which I place before the public, is but an embryoe of
the effect produced by this vegetable on the healthy subject. My
wife and I, on perceiving how powerfully it acted on the heart and
circulating system, causing the shedding of tears and feelings of ter-
ror, had not the courage to go further in experiments which might
endanger our lives, I hope that others, with more fortitade and less
timidity, will be able to complete and correct whatever symptom I
may not bave accurateiy described.”

In the nanie of the Homeopathicians of this country, we would
earnestly request Dr. Rubini to publish in full the details of his path-
ogevetic experiments. Dr. Rubini’s pamphlet was first translated by
Dr. Dudgeon of England. aud published in the twenty-second volume
of the British Journal of Homceeopathy (1854,) with a elinieal note by
Dr, J. R. Russell.

Dr. A. Lippe, Profeasor of Materia Medica in the Homeeopathic
College of Pennsylvania, not being satisfied with the former transla.
tion, published another and perhaps more literal one, which was pub-
lished in pamphlet form in 1865. This pathogenesis appeared also
in many of the periodicals of our school. Since which time some
clinical experience has been published relating to its uses; all of
Whif:h is here collected and arranged after the genersl plan of this
work.

It must strike my colleagues in the profession as very strange
that a plant 8o common and familiar te all persons, and one that by
its appearance would be likely to attract the attention of physiciana,
should have lain so long neglected did it really contain ®ithin it such
wonderful powers as a poison and a curative agent. I cannot find on
record any mention of its poigonous qualities. It would seem that if

* Journ, de Med, 177, LI., 9,321,

t Diseases of Minorca, pp, 263, 279,

1 Hannav, Magaz., 1590.‘1{). 1433,

% Hufel. Journ., 1807, XX VI, 4, 126
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this epecies was as powerful and dangerous as t:is pathogenesis seems
to imply, some vaturalist, accustomed as they are to close observation,
would have recorded some fact relating to its deleterious influence,
I will not conceal my conviction that the extraerdinary claims set
forth for the powers and uses of this plant will not be subsiavtiated
by careful and scientific observation and experience. In relation to
this matter, Dr. Rubini, in his jutreduction to the pathegenesis, does
vot seem to have any doubts of its wonderful wedicival power. Dr,
Russell remarks in the note appended to Dudgeou’s trauslation, that,
“ 80 small & number of the multitude of medicines fulfil the expec-
tations raised by the terms employed by those who introduce them to
our notice, that busy practitioners may well be pardoned if they
inquire somewhat suspiciously for the cradentials of any vew candi-
date for their attention ; aod as the vame of Dz, Rubiui may probably
not be familiar to most of the readers of this journal, some aceount
of the way in which this proving of Cactus came over to us, may
satisfy the legitimate ouriosity of vur eelleagues, and perhaps induce
them to receive the new comer with more cordiality than if he pre-
sented himself as a stranger without any introduction.”

{The case in which Dr. Russell used it, and which was the means
of bringing the medicine to his notice, will be found under * Heart.””)

Dr. Lippe is quite as eothusiastic in his estimation of the virtues
of the Cactus as Dr, Rubini himself.

[In order to avoid repetition, I shall designate Dr. Rubini’s obser-
vations by his initials, thus, (R} and all other authorities by their
full name.]

DR. RUBINC'E RESUME.

Generalities.—General weakuess, with sadvess and bad humor.
(eneral weakness, so that e does not venture to speak. Such great
weakuess that he does not venture to do znything, not even to walk
through the room. Great weakness for many suceessive days; he does
not venture 1o waik at all. Great corporeal depressiou; he does not
trast himself to stand oo his feet. Great prostration of stremgth, so
that he must remain in bad, not feeling able to use his lega. General
malaise, and such weakness as to be unable to rise from his seat,
Depression and languor during the whole day. -

Cumnicar Opservarions.—These generel symptoms would seem
o indicate that its primary effect was that of profound depression,

But as we cannot consult the details of the provings of the Cactus
malady, the priority or sequence of its symptoms are unknown to us,

Dr. Rubini speaks of its general action thus:  The characteris-
ties of this Cactus consist in the development of its action ¢ specific-
ally on the heart and its bloodwessels, dissipating their congestions
and suppressing their drritations,” without weakening the nervous
system like Aconite. Hence it is preferable to the latter in 2]l cases
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of inflammation, particularly in all cases of lymphatio and nervous
temperaments.”

It is difficult to understand bow a medicine can have this effect.
He apeaks of its great value in nervous affections of the heart.
How can a remedy be lLomeopathic to such affections without being
cipable of causing them ?

Dr. Lippe, in 2 note to his translatiov, says, in comparing the
symptoms of this drug with those of others: “The constrictions in
80 many parts of the body are similar to those of Belladonna, Stram-
onium and Alumina.”

The direction (from one side to the other) in which the symptoms
develope themselves, is only found under the skin symptoms, and
under them they appear on the upper extremities, first on the right,
and then extend to the left side ; while on the lower extremities they
appear at first on the lefy side, 2nd then extend to the right side.

Dr. Rubini recommends it generalty for “ sanguineous congestions
in peraons of plethoric habits,” and for the ** injurious consequences
of catching cold from suppressed perspiration or from draught of air,

Sleep.—Sleeplessness at night, without apparent cause, (first
night.) Sleeplessness in the evening and at night, from arterial pul-
sations in the scrobiculus and in the right ear, (second night.)
Protracted sleeplessness during forty-eight hours, with pulsations in
both ears, (third day.) He cannot sleep in the first hours of the eve-
ing, and when he falls asleep he then awakens suddenly, (the first
eight days.) Interrupted sleep at might ; the next morning he feels
fatigned, as if he had not slept at all: (twentieth day.) Talking non-
sense while asleep at night ; when awaking be talks unconnectedly ;
{tenth day.) Slight delirium at night; on waking up, it ceases for a
time, but begins again as soon as he goes to sleep; (seventh day.)

CrimicarL Osservation.—* The sleeplessness at night is like Sul-
phur.”  (Lippe.)

Fever.—Great coldness at night, which lasts half an hour, (first
day.) Slight chilliness towards 10 in the evening, (first day.) Slight
shivering, which passes off quickly towarda 2 p, w., (first day.) Gen-
eral chilliness, 8o severe as to make the teeth chatter, which lasts three
hours, and does not go off, although he lies down and covers himeelf
over with many blackets, (first day.) Buruing heat, which causes
shortness of breath and madness, so that he cannot remain quiet in
bed ; this heat succeds the chill of three hours’ duration, and contin-
ues durivg twenty hours, (first day) Scorching heat in the conrse
of the night, with much pain in the head, great dyspnewa, and inabil-
ity to remain lying, (first day.) Copious perspiration, which follows
the hot stage, (first day.) Slight fever and pain in the head, which
developes itself after a very short chill; it lasts but a short time
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and terminates with slight perspiration at 4 . m., (first day.) Quoti-
dian intermittent fever, which recurs every day at the same hour for
many successive days. At 1 p m., a slight chill ; then burning heat
dyspucea, and very great pulsating pains in the uterine region, termi-
nating in very slight perspiration. From 11 p.m. till 12 a. m., the
next day, complete apyrexia, (after thirteen days.) Quotidian inter-
wittent fever, not subdued by sulphate of quirine, is immediately
checked. At 11 a. m., great coldness for two houra; then burning
heat, with great dyspneea, thirst, violent pain in the head, coma, stu-
pefaction, iusensibility, till 12 midnight, terminating in inextinguish.
able thirst and very profuse perspiration. At 4 . m. on the following
day, complete apyrexia, and a feeling of comfort, as if in a perfect
state of health, which lasts for seven hours. Then, at 11 a. m.; the
paroxysm returna again, and it returns constantly for five snccessive
days, and could not be cut off by quinine, Pulse completely lost for
many days in a man affected with chronic hypertrophy of the heart;
immediately after taking the remedy the pulsation returns with
irregular rhythm, and intermitting as before.

Cintcar OpseErvatrons.—It is recommended for « various kinds
of inflammations. Rheumatie inflammations with swelling of the
parts, and pain. Catarrhal fevers, infammatory and gastric fevers.”
(B.) Dr. Lippe says the “intermittent fever symptoms find a gimi-
larity under Arsenicum, Bryonia, Lachesis, Pulsatilla, Rhus, and Sul-
phur ; but Arsenicum has, as a differenee, the paroxysms very rarely at
the same hour.” Tt appears indicated in quotidians similar to those
which have been cured with Gelseminum.

Mental.—Hypochondria and invincible sadness, (the first sixz
days.) Unusual melancholy, for which he himself can give no rea-
sons. (the firat four days.) Profound hypochondria; he is unwilling
to speak a word ; (fourth day.) Continued taeiturnity; he will not
anawer repeated interrogations; (third day.) Sadpess, taciturnity,
and irrésistible inclination to weep, (the first six days.) Fear of death, -
extreme and continuous; he believes his disease to bi incurable;
(the seventh day,) Love of solitude ; he always avoids those around
him who wish to comfort him; {(ninth day,) Extracrdinary irritabil-
ity; the smallest contrariety puts him in a passion; (Bfteenth day.)

Crinica OnservatioNs.—The effects of the Cactus on the mind
are certainly notable, and onght to make it one of our best remedies
for melancholy and kindred affections of the emotive sphere. Dr.
Lippe thinks its mental symptoms resemble those of Lachests.

Head, —Vertigo from sanguineous congestions to the head, (after
ten days.) Paleness of the face, and emaciation, (the first six days,)
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Face bloated (acceso) and red, with pulsating pain in the head, {on
the twelfth day.) Great heat in the head, and heat of the face, as if
he bad been before a strong fire, which causes madness and horrible
anxiety, (the first day) Feeling of emptiness iu the head,(the second
day.) Violent pain in the head, insuflerable, from congestion to the head
(the fourth day.) Pressing pain in head, a» if a great weight lay on the
vertex. Pain in the head with great prostration and weariness. Exces-
sive pain in the head, which causes such anxiety that he cannot stay in
bed, (on the first day.) Pulsating pain, with sensation of weight in
the right side of the head, continuing day and night, so severe as to
make him ery out with 2 loud voice, (after four days.) Very severe
pain in the right side of the head, which increases to a great degree
when raising the head from the pillow, for many days in suceession,
(after three days.) Very severe pain in the right side of the head,
which is inereased by the sound of talking, and by a strong light, {the
first five days.) Tensive pain on the vertex, which returns periodi-
cally every two days, (in the first twenty days) Heavy pain, like a
weight on the vertex, which diminishes by pressnre. Sensation of
weight on the vertex, with dull pain, inereased by the sound of talk-
ing, and by the sound of any moise. Pressing pain in the forehead,
day and night, for two consecutive days. Pressing pain in the fore-
head, inereased by bright light and oo hearing loud voices or noises,
Pulsating pain in the temples, becoming intolerable at night, (the
second day.} Sensation of heavy weight in the right temple and on
the right eyebrow, diminished by pressure. Continued and torment-
ing pulsation in the temples and ears, which is exceedingly annoying,
and causes hypochondriasis, (the first eight days) Such strong pul.
sations in the temples, as if the skull would burst, (the first day.)
Pain and drawing in the occiput, inereased by the motion of the head.
Painful drawing in the aponeurotic covering of the occiput, amelio-
rated by bending the head backward.

Crinicar OpservaTions.—* The congestions to the head are simi-
Iar to those of Belladonuna and Glonoine, The weight on the vertex
similar to Aloes and Alumina, Like Belladonra, it affects more the
right side of the head.,” (Lippe.) Rubini recommends it for ¢ San-
guineons apoplexy,’ cerebral congestions, and headache from conges- -
tion or rheumatism.” The symptoms of the vertex caused by Cimiei.
fuga are opposite, viz : the pressure is outward.

Eyes,—Momentary loss of sight, (on the first day.} Loss of sight;
there appear circles of red light before the eyes, which dim the sight,
(the sizth day.) Dimness of sight; at a few paces distance he does
ot recognise his friends. At a short distance he does uwot recognize
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eny one, not even & friend. Weakness of sight for many days in sue-
cession ; objects appear ag if clouded, (the first four days.) Weak-
ness of sight recurring periodically ; objects appear to be obscured.

Ormvicar OsservatioNs—The eye symploms much resemble those
coused by (Gelseminum. It ought to be useful in amauresis. Dr. Ru-
bini says it has cured a rheumatic ophthalmia produced by cold air.”

Ears,—Pulsations in the ears, continuing day and night, (on the
first six days.) Noise in the ear like the running of a river, contin-
uing all night, (the first day.) Diminished hearing from the buzzing
iv the ears ; it is necessary to speak in a loud voice to be understood ;
{on the first day.) Very painful otitis, from checked perspiration,
which is enred in four days.

" Qrinreat Opservations.—The symptoms of the ear, or the sense
of hearing, might be caused by cougestion or an affection of the audi-
tory nerve. It is said to have cured a * very painful rheumatic otitis,
from checked perspiration, in four days.” (R.)

Nose,—Dry and very unpleasant coryza; he must breathe, during
the night, with bis mouth open. Fluent and very acrid coryza, which
makes the nosirils sore. Profuse epistaxis, which ceases in a short
time,

[No cases are reported. The profuse bleeding would certainly
seem to imply an acute congestion of the head.]

Throat, etc.—Constriction of the throat, which excites the fre-
quent swallowing of saliva, (eighth day.) Fetid breath in the morn.
ing, (third day) Constriction of the oesophagus, which prevents
swallowing; he must drivk a great quantity of water, to force it down
into the stomach ; (sixth day.) '

Appetite and Gastric Symploms,—Want of appetite and loss of
the taste of food, which disappears after a few hours, (second day.)
Complete losa of appetite; he cannot take the least morael of food;
(thixd day.) Want of appetite and nauses for many days; it is only
by an effort that he can swallow a few mouthfuls; (the first fourteen
days) Great appetite, but weak and slow digestion, (twentieth day.)
Very slow digestion, even after eight or ten hours the taste of the
food rises up in the throat, Bad digestion; all food causes weight in
the stomach, and so much suffering that he prefers to remain fasting,
Capious vomiting of blood. Nausea in the morning, and all day long,
(seventh day.)

Stomach.—Acrid acid in the stomach, which rises in the throat
and mouth, and which makes everything he aitempts to eat taste acid.
(fourth day.) Sensation of violent burning in the stomach, (the first
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five days,) Great thirst, which causes him to drink much water, (first
day.) Sensation of great constriction in the scrobiculus, which ex-
tends to the hypochondria, consiriets them, and impedes respiration,
(fourth day.) Strong pulsation in the scrobiculus, (the first eight
days,) Coutipuous and annoying pulsation in the stomach. Very
troublesome pulsation of the celiac wrtery, after dinner, which lasta
three hours, and which corresponds with the pulsation of the right
temporal artery. Sensation of heaviness in the stomach, Sensation
of great weight in the stomach, which continues many days, (during
the first eight days.}) Semsation of weight in the stomach, which soon
goea off, but reappears every timc the medicine is taken, {the first
fifteen days.) Oppression and weight in the stomach, (fourth day.)

Liver,—We find but one symptom which can be referred to this
organ, yet we find under the clinical observations the following rather
remarkable curative symptoms : “Severe hepatitis. Cured in two days,
Chronic hepatitis and hepatic engorgement. Speedily eured.” (R.)

Abdomen.—Borborygmus in the bowels, before the alvine evacua-
tion. Distressing seusation in the bowels, very annoying, as if a ser-
_peut was turning around, here and there, in the bowels, (fourth day.)
Very violeut pains in the bowels, almost causiog him to faint, which
continues more or less durivg the day, (seventh day.) Wandering
paing in the umbilical region, woich cease and recur periodically,
(fifth day.) Insupportable heat in the abdomen, as though something
burned him interually, (after two days.) The abdominal parietes,
when touched with the hand, have a burning sensation, and are much
hotter than the other parts of the body, (third day.)

[We are surprised that Dr. Rubini did not recommend it for ente-
ritis and peritonitis.]

Stool and Anus,—Constipation during all the first eix daya,
Constipation as if from haemorrhoidal congestion. Evaenation of
hard, black feces, immediately on taking the remedy, in a man ,who
bad been constipated for some days; the following day, bilious evae-
ustion, (first day.) Biliovs diarrhoea, with four or five evacuatious
in ope day, always preceded by pain, (during the first eight days.)
Bilious diarrheea, with pain iu the abdomen, eight evacuations in one
day, (third day.) Morning diarrbowa, of very locse fiwees, preceded
by great pain, eight motions from 6 to 12 a. u.; no motion in the after-
noon, (seventh day.) Watery diarrhoa, very abundant each time;
ten passages durivg the morning hours, always preceded by pains
and borborygmus, vinth day.) Mucus diarrhwa, preceded by draw-
ing pains; three motions in the day, (twelfth day.) Seusation of
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great weight in the anus, and a strong desire to evaouate a great
quantity ; however, nothing passes, {fifieenth day.) Swollen varices
outside the anus, which cause much pain. Great itching in the anus,
whieh causes bim to rab the part very often. Prickling in the anus,
a3 from sharp pins, which ceases on slight frietion, Copious hamor-
rhage from the anus, which soon ceases.

Crinroar OpservaTions.—It seems primarily homeeopathic to irri-
tation of the bowels, with diarrhea. Dr. Lippe thinks it resembles
Sulphur i causing morning diarrheea, but unlike Sulphur, the evacu-
ations are preceded by pain. He believea it to be homceopathic to
diseases of the prostate gland, and thinks it indicated by symptoms
141, 146, 147, 148 and 149. The firat of thése is the fifzh from the
last; the others are the four first, found under “ Urinary Organs.”

Urinary Organs. —Constriction of the neck of the bladder, which
at first prevents the passage of the urine; but when he strains much
he urinates as usual ; (tenth day.) Great desire to pass water ; and
though he tries a long time, he is unable to pass any at all ; (first day.)
Desire to urinate ; afier he has endeavored to do so for 2 long time,
he at last succeeds in passing water sbundantly; (first day.) Insup- |
portable irritation in the urethra, as if he shonld pass water eonstantly.
Frequent desire to vrinate, with an abundant flow of urine each time,
during the night, (the first six days.) Heat in the urethra, which
increasing gradually, becomes in supportable, (fifth day.) Urine passed
by drops, with much burning, (fourth day.) Involuntary escape of
urine in bed, at night, whilst asteep, at 5 a. w., (first night.) Urine
more copious than usual, (the first four days.) Very profuse vrine of
a straw color, (first day.) Urine very mueh increased; he must pass
water very frequently, and each time he discharges in great quantity.
Urine reddish, turbid, very abundant. Urine, on cooling, deposits a
red sand,

Crinicar OBservaTioNs.—Besides the symptoms which may pro.
ceed from disease of the prostate, it is indicated in many conditions
of irritation of the bladder. Useful, also, in “ heematuria, strangury,
and paralysis of the bladder,” (R.) )

Organs of Generation of Women,—Sensation of painful con’
gtrietion in the groins, extending round the pelvia. Painful sensation
of eonstriction in the uterine region, which gradually extends upwards,
and in a quarter of an hour reaches the stomach, and causes the sen-
sation as of & great blow in the reins, that makes the patient cry out,
after which it rapidly goes off, (on the first day, after taking one globule
of the ore-hundredth potency.) ('?) Pain in the uterus and its liga-
ments, periodically returning every evening, and increasing gradually
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until 11 ».%., when it is much worse ; it then ceases until the following
evening, for many successive days, (after fourteen days.) Pulsating
pain in the uterus and ovarizn regions, like an internal tumor suppur-
ating ; the pain extends to the thighs, and becomes insupportable ; then
it ceases completely, and occurs on the next day at the very same time,
and so on for many successive days ; (after fifteen’days.) Very painful
menstruation, accompanied by great prostration of strength; she is
obliged to remain in bed for three days; (eighth day.}™f Menstruation
with most horrible pains, cousing her to ery aloud and to weep, (fifth
day.) Menstruation, which was usually preceded by very strong
pains, comes this time without any pain, and very copiously. Men.
struation eight days too soon, in a woman in whom it happened usually
some days too late, (third day) Menstruation scanty, which ceases
when she remains lying down. Menstruation of black, pitchy blood,
rather abundant.

CrivicaL Ossgrvations,—It would seem, from the wording of the
above symptoms that the drug was proven on several women. It
would be interesting to know if they were previously healthy in re-
spect of the uterine functions, Some of the symptoms would scem to be
weurative,” It is a pity this pathogenesis is so loosely put together.
By referring to Dr. Russell’s case, under * Heart,” 1t will be seen
that it appeared to relieve a severe dysmenorrhaa. Itseems indicated
in ovaritis and metritis, The pains appear to be periodical. Dr,
Lippe says; “ The cessation of menstruation on lying down is similar
to Caosticum, and the constriction in the uterine region similar to
Murex.”

Laryux, Cough, efe.—Obstinate, stertorous cough, worse at
night, Catarrhal congh, with much viscid expectoration. Spasmodic
cough, with copious mucus expectoration. Cough, with thick expee-
toration, Iike boiled starch, and very yellow. Dry cough, from tick-
ling in the throat, (the first fifteen days.} Dry cough from itching in
the larynz, (first night.)

Chest,~—Feeling of constriction in the chest, which prevents free
speech, and when forced to speak, the voice is low, [weak] and hoarse,
(tenth day.) Constriction in the upper part of the chest, which hin-
ders respiration, {the first fifieen days.) Sensation of great constric-
tion in the middle of the sternum, as if the parts were compressed
by iron pinchers, which compression produces oppression of the res-
piration, aggravated by motion, (the first ten days.) Sensation of con.
striction of the chest, as if bound, (fourth day.) Painful sensation of
constriction in the Jower part of the chest, as if a cord was tightly
bound around the false ribs, with obstruction of the breathing, (sixth
day.) Sensation in the chest, as if some one were pressing and hold-
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ing it tightly ; under the delusion that this was the case, the patient
cried out, ** Leave me alone ™ (Third day.) Sensation of great con-
striction in the shoulders, so that he could nob move, (fifth day.)
Sharp, wandering paing in the thoracic cavity, very annoying, espe-
cially in the seapular region, {the first fifieen days.) Painful drawings
in the muscles of the left side of the chesi, which extends to the
shonlder joint, and impedes respiration and the free use of the arm,
Pain in the left breast, which is increased by touching and relieved
by gently raising it, (the first twelve days) Oppression in the left
subelavian region, as if a great weight prevented the free dilatation
of the thorax, (fourth day.) Prolonged oppression of the respiration,
with great anxiety, (the first eight days.) Oppression of the chest,
with loss of breath, (the first four day.) Oppression of breathing, as
from a great weight on the chest, {third day,) Chronie oppression of
the breathing, which increases in the open air, and soon goes off again.
Dificulty of breathing, continued oppression and uneasiness, a3 if the
chest was constricted with an irom band, and could not dilate itself
for mormal respiration, (the first eight days.) Periodical attacks of
suffocation, with fatnting, cold perspiration on the face, and lfoss of
pulse, (the first eight days.) Anziety returning.in the evening, (the
first fifteen days.) Congestive asthma, which soon passes away, San-
guineous congestion in the chest, which prevents him laying down in
bed, {third day).

Crmicar Osservarions.—Dr. Robini recommends this medieine
for rheumatism of the chest, hepatization of the lungs and bronchitis;
pleuritis ; hwmoptysis; asthma; catarrhal congh ; pulmonary tubercu-
losis in the first stage ; congestion, ete. Te also places the following
among the curative symptoms—a rather unsatisfactory way of report-
ing clinical cases, especially when we wish to ascertain reliable facts
relating to the curative powers of a new remedy:

“ Bronchitis speedily cured,  Chronic bronchitis, with rattling of
neacus, which becoming acube in consequence of a cold, causes greab
anxiety and suffocation, It is rapidly relicved and the acute state
censed very soon, Chronic bronchitis, of many years standing, with
rattling of mucus, continues day and night; oppression of breathing
on going up stairs, and impossibility of lying horizontally in bed;
which is rapidly cured. Many pleurisies, which are all eured from
two to four days. Hepatization of the lungs, which is resolved in a
few days. Very severe peripnewmonia, With great oppression of the
respiration ; pricking pain; acute, intense cough; sanguinolent sputa;
hard pulse, vibrating, 120. Cured in four days. Haemoptysis, whick
soon ceases. Violent pneumorrhagia, which is checked in a few hours,

11
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and ceases entively. Pnewmorrhagia, renewed every four, siz, seven
or eight hours, accompanied each time with convulsive cough. and ez-
pectoration of two or three pounds of blood, is at once relieved, and
ceases entirely in four days”

Dr. Lippe calls attention to it resemblance in ene symptom to
Bovista, the * constriction in the middle of the sternum.”

Dr, G. Dubring, writing of this medicine,® sags: “Iam in my
62d year, and for some time have been 2 great sufferer from chronic
bronchitis, it was accompanied with frequent rattling of wmucus,
both through the day and at all hours of the night, oppression of
breathing, with a spasmodic cough and expectoration of mucus, also
frequent attacks when attempting to go up and down stairs. Various
remedies proved useless uutil I concluded to try some mother tine-
ture of Cactus grandifiorus that I had providentially prepared last
vear, and this at once restored my health.”

Heart.—Sensation of very annoyieg movement from before back-
wards in the cardiac region, as if a reptile were moving about in the
interior ; worse by day than by night, (the first ten days.) Sensation
of comstriction in the heart, a3 if an iron band prevented its normal
movement, {the first ten days)) Dull, heavy pains in the region of
the heart, increased by exzternal pressure, (sccond day.) Pricking
pain in the heart, impeding respiration and the motion of the body,

“(fourth day)) Very acute pain, and such painful stitches in the
heart as to cause him to weep and cry out loudly, with obstruction of
the respivation, (the first eight days)) Palpitation of the heart, con-
tinues day and night, worse when walling, and at night, when lying
on the left side, (the first six days.) Nervous palpitationof the heart,
augmented gradually on ihe oceurrence of the catamenia,

Crintcar Opservations.—The claim set up by the author of the
original pamphlet, relative to the wonderful curative powers of the
Cactus, are certainly very remarkable, and every reflecting physician
must look upon such fulsome encomiums with a good deal of suspicion.
The symptoms said to have been caused by the drug are certainly
very notable, and really appear to afford bread ground for the recom-
mendations given. But after all, it strikes us that the language used
is too strong. Thus Dr. Rubini says: * The characteristics of this
(lactus consist in the developement of its action “specifically on the
heart and its blood wvessels, dissipating their congestions and suppress-
tng their irritations,’ without weakening the nervous system, like
Aconite. Hence it is preferable to the latter in all cases of inflamma-
tion, particulerly in cases of lymphatic and nervous temperaments,”

¥k % « It is a specific remedy for diseases of the
leart, upon which it acts promptly. Hence it may be considered, in
such circumstances, as a sovereign remedy, with which no othercan

* Amer, Hom. Ohserver, vel. 11, p. 208,
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compete. In organic diseases, the dose is from ouc to ten drops of
mother tincture, mixed in water and taken at intervals during the
day. It will rapidly relieve the painful sufferings, even if they are
not cured, and do not cease altogether. In the severe acute affec-
tions of the same organ the same dose will promptly cure, without
the aid of any other remedy. In mervous diseases of the heart, the
globules of the §th, 30th and 100th dilutions give immediate relief.”

To say that a medicine is a “ specific remedy in diseases of the
heart,” is certainly a very thoughtless and rash assertion, one entirely
unwarranted by l:lze facts in pathology and therapeutics, for there are
many organic and even functional diseases of the heart that are in
their very nature incurable.

In his clinical observations, Dr. Rubini recommends it in ** rhes-
matism of the heart, stenocardia, hypertrophy of the heart, aneurism
of the heart and the large arteries, acute and chronic carditis, organic
and nervous palpitation of the heart” ‘ '

If he had said it would palliate or relieve organic cardiac disease,
it would certainly appear more favorably, He admits, above, that it
may not core, but not as plainly or as fuily as he ought, The follow-
ing he places among the curative symptoms. A bungling way of
reporting cases ;

“ Nervous palpitation of the heart, produced by deep moral affec-
tions, iv iinmediately calmed. Nervous palpitation of the heart, ex-
isting for several yoars, in consequence of an unfortunate love affair,
is rapidly relieved. Chronic palpitation of the heart, in a boy of
twelve, which for many years had resisted all the appliances of art,
was almost completely cured. _dcute carditts, with slight cyanosis of
the face, oppression of the breathing, dry cough, pricking pain at the
heart, impossibility of lying on the left side ; pulse quick, throbbing,
tense and hard. These symptoms cured in four days. Chronic car-
ditis, with edematons and cyanotic face, suffocating respiration, con-
tinued dull pain at the heart, hydro-pericardium, hydrothoraz, ascites,
wdema, of the hands, the legs and feet, impossibility of lying in bed,
of speaking, or even of drinking, hands ang foet cold, pulse intermit-
ting. Cuared in fiftcen days, Rheumatic carditis, with much dry and
convulsive cough, cured in four days. Hypertrophy of the heart, that
had lasted three years; the patient is pulseless, extremely prostrated,
panting and sad, he cannot lie down, he cannot speak, has scarcely
slept for fifteen days, weak, forzetful, feet mdematous. He soon is
relieved, lies down and sleeps quietly for twelve hours.”

Dr. Lippe says the.effects of this medicine on the heart is “in
many respects similar to that of Crotalus, Lachesis, Spigelia, and
Kalmia. The ®dema of the hands in chronic earditis, especially that
of the left hand is under no other remedy, and is a very weighty
symptom.”

If this medicine is one possessing such unusual remedial power
over dizeases of the heart, it is to be regreited that the provings were

not made in such a manner ss to conform to the existing condition of
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the art of diagnostics. It is sad to think how much might have
been done with the opportunities at command. Why did not Dr, Ru-
bini give us the results of a physical examination of the chest and
heart of persons under the influence of Cactus? With what increased
confidence would we prescribe the medicine if the sounds of the
heart, revealed by auscultation and percussion had been observed and
published * Who doubts that our success with the medieine would
not be increased if such observations had been made.

Sinece the publication of the pathogenesis of Cactus in England
and Ameriea, homoeopathicians have had some clinical experience
which gives some testimony in favor of the value of the medicine,
particularly in the direction of cardiac diseases.

The first case, and the one which was the means of introducing
the remedy to the attention of English homceopathicians, is related
by Dr. Russell, in his note to Dr. Dudgeon’s translation:

“ About two years aud a half ago I was consulted by a patient, of
whose case the following account may enable the reader to form an
opinion: Between twenty and thirty years of age, tall, slender, and
active ; remarkable for intellectual endowment and culture; very
clear, exaet and truthful in her deseription both of her own feelings
and of what she obeserved. As a girl, she had suffered from attacks
of acute rheumatism, which, however did not prevent her taking much
gevere exercise, both on foot and horseback, after they were past.
Some four years ago, after stooping while packing, she became sud-
denly affected with pain in the lumbar region; and she suffered
excrutiating agony (no other words are strong enough to express her
sufferings) for two days at the beginning of the ocatamenial period.
The action of the heart was very peculiar; it beat with great force
and irregularity. There was no displacement nor velvular disease.
She described it as if grasped with an iron hand. The palpitation
was excited by any strong mental emotion or bedily exzertion, It
affected both the lungs aud head, producing dyspneea, and violent,
throbbing head-ache. ~ My impression is that she must have had peri.
carditis with the rhewmatism, and that the heart must have been
bound by baands of lymph, hence that concentric hypertrophy of the
ventricles ensued. She was under my care,—latterly assisted by Mr.
Leadam, who found ulceration of the os, and congestion of the cerviz
uteri—for about two years and a half, partly in this country where I
visited her, partly in Ttaly where I sent her medicines. Although
somewhat relieved, chiefly by Belladonna and Naja, she derived no
permanent good from the medicines I administered, or the local treat-
ment adopted by Mr. Leadam ; on the contrary, the last winter spent
at Rome was by much the worst. She was confined constantly to the
house, and was almost never free from pain; she wasted and her
frierds were 2pprehensive of her vital powers sinkingunder her long
sufferings.”
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The patient went to Naples and placed herself under the care of
Dr. Rabini, and in a letter to Dr, Rugsell some time after, she states
the results of taking the Cactus: ‘* With regard to myself, I have
told you so often how horribly I have suffered, that there is no need
to repeat that ; but I can say with a real satisfaction that the last
time has been quite bearable,—that I have faith when Dr. Rubini
says that in a few months the pain will not retarn at all. I no longer
look forward with dismay to certain days, and I have 2 hope that I
may even get strong when this great suffering is so calmed that I do
not constantly lose the little strength I may have regained in the
interval. Besides this, it certainly has done my heart and chest
good.”

In his comments on this case, Dr. Russell remarks: Although
there is more promise than fulfilment in this statement, yet to one
acquainted with the case—the severest of the kind and least amen-
able to treatment I ever saw—even this amount of improvement i3 a
great achievement for any medicine to have affected.” '

Dr. Carroll Dunbam, of New York, reports the following ease,
illustrative of its curative influence®: © A.B., aged twenty-eight
years, who had generally been healthy, enlisted in the army in July,
1864, After three months he got acute articular rheamatism in the
back and limbs. After a long sickness in the hospital, he was mus.
tered out of the service ag incurable. He slowly gathered strength,
but applied to me in March, 1865, in the following condition: Mus-
cular eondition fair, limbs free frow stiffness or swelling, lumbar mus-
cles teander oo pressure and stiff, especially on first moving after
repose. Iixtensive dullness in the pracordia; blowing with the first
sound of the heart. A constant sense of constriction in the region
of the hoart and epigastrinm, * as §f the heart were grasped and com-
pressed, as by a hand of éron.” This sensation is very distressing;
it is mueh inereased by muscular exertion, especially by reading
aloud or loud talking. Cactus tdyth, two doses, relieved the patient
instantly. No return up to the present time, Te is still under ob-
servation ; symptoms 64 is strongly confirmed. .

Dr. A, Lippe gives two cases confirmatory of its curative powers:
Case 1.— A laffy, eighty years of age, complains of a periodical
constriction of the chest, with fainting and palpitation of the heart,
worse in the morning and afler rising ; periodical stitches inm the
heart. All these symptoms disappeared after two doses of Cactus

randiflorus, 75m. A confirmation of symptoma 65, 66, 67, 73, 74.

ymptom 7, a pressing pain in the head, asif a great weight were
laying on the vertex, has been repeatedly removed by Cactus grandi-
florus, especially when menstruation return too frequently and were
too profuse.

Case 2.— A lady, forty years of age, who had often complained of
palpitation of the ]{eart and of rheumatism, was, by Cactus grandi-
florus, 10m., ‘promptly relieved from rheumatism, first in the hands,

" * Hohnemannian Monthly, Vo, 1, p. 177,
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later in the feet; worse in the morning and upon beginning to move ;
the soles of the feet felt as if they were bruised when she walked,
The rheumatism of Cactus grandiflorus goes from above downwurd,
that of Ledum from below upward. A pumber of patients bave been
benefitted by Cactus grandiflorus. But the improvement has not
yet lasted long enough to warrant their being reported as cures,

Dr. Chapman recommends Cactus grandifiorus in 2 case of
metastasis of rheumatism to the heart, wide ** Annals of the Dritish
Homeopathic Society,” No. XXI, page 240.

A physician of Terra Haute, Ind., in an article over the initials,
“E.P.D.,” reports the following case:®* ~On April 28th, T was
called to sece Mrs. B., and learned that she was attacked about four-
teen months ago with a low grade of fever, and that camp diarrheea
was soon added thereto, from which she had not recovered; being at
the 4ime within the lines of our army in Arkansas, she was treated
by an armmy surgeon for nearly thirteen months, Her condition at
the time I was called was as follows : Great emaciation, tongue pur-
ple, with a thick coating of sordes on the teeth; breath very offen-
sive, frequent cough (she said she had had bronchitis for three years);
gpata copious, yellow and jelly-like; voice moderately full at times,
then decreasing, with a peculiar whistling aound, almost to a whisper ;
frequent vomiting ; stools scanty and resembling dirty water, aver-
aging as often as every hour. No appetite—indeed, the stomach at
once rejected sny thing she tried to take ; 2 fluttering sensation, which
she described as being in her stomach ; pain in lower portions of ab-
domen, and a bearing-down scosation, at times quite severe; urine
seauty, not very frequent, but burning and scalding ; menses always
painful ; had slept none for four days and nights, and so0 weak as to
need assistance to turn over in bed. Tor the symptoms Podophyllin
3, and Leptandrin 3, were given for two days, with the effect of
relieving the vomiling and purging, and cleaning the tongue. The
third day the patient was not as well. Stools more frequent, com-
plained a good deal of wandering pains and the fluttering in the stom-
ach; cough none; tongue clean, dark red. Rhus and Bryounis 8,
were given for two days, when, having faken a bad cold, she was
worse, in fact, not much different from his first visit. A eritical
examination developed nothing cxeept the “ fluttering in the stomach.”
Upon being asked to put the finger where the fluttering was, she
placed it upon the re%ion of the ceeliac axis, remarking “ the spot is
about the size of a silver doliar, and a burning line exztends from it
to the lower part of the ribs on either side, and a hot flash shoots
downward exery little while,” Dr, D. resolved to try the (actus,
and preseribed six pills of the 84, every four hours. DBeing resolved
to give it a fair trial, without prejudice, he told his patient he would
not visit her again for a week unless called for. The week passed,
and of this visit he says: ¢ When I called the door was open, and [
entered withont ceremony. A woman was sweeping ‘the room; I
glanced at the bed for my patient; the bed was fresbly made and

* Western Hommopathie Obgerver, ¥ol. 11, p. 159,
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empty. Astonished and alitéle uneasy, I turned to the woman, who
evidently enjoyed my embarassment, to enquire for my patient. She
amiled and said: ¢ Perhaps it is me you want,” She seated herself
aud said the fluttering in the stomach began to leave with the first
dose ; she had coughed none since the second day ; sinuve the third
day her stools had been natural, vomited none, tongue mnataral, appe-
tite good, and enjoyed what she ate, and felt quite strong again,” Three
days after shelsent word that *her menses came on yesterday, and for
the first time in her life, were entirely free from pain.” She says she
feels better than she has for five years.

Dr. Duhrivg writes as follows¥ relating to this remedy :

“1 will give ooly a few cases, that will show the wonderful infla-
ence of Cactus grandiflorus on the hears and its dlood-vessels ““in dissi-
pating their congestions and suppressing their irritations without in
the least weakening the nervous system,” thus proving the medicine to
be a priceless pift of modern science and discovery,

Case 1.—~l\frs. C. M., age 84 years. This lacf; always enjoyed
excellent health, but was suddenly attacked, during the night, with
intense burning lancinating pains across the chest, emanating from
the praecordia, and radiating thence into both sides of the chest, to
the right shoulder and arm ; they were so severe as 1o cause crying
out and inability to lay down for fear of momentary suffocation; the
pulse was very active and quite irregular. I administered simply
drop doses of Caetus in mother tincture every half hour for several
howrs, This produced almost instantaneous relief. The same effect
has followed with every return of the paroxysm, until finally, within
seven days, she was free from the malady, and felt well and comfort-
able, with the exception of a general debility and slight numbness in
the afflicted parts. The lady 1s ever praising the wonderful medi-
cine, and lkeeps some of it, like a echarm, by her bedside, to use if
needed, Her praises, unasked for, show decidedly that the curative
pow]*er of this night-flower is no myth or theory, but a fact and a
reality,

Case 2.—Mrs. H., 56 years old, for nearly siz years was affticted
with sickness of the stomach and quick fluttering of the heart under
any excitement, She spent money on many physicians and used all
kinds of allopathic remedies without receiving any benefit or help.
I gave her a single dose of three drops of the Cactus in mother tine-
ture, which at once produced relief so decided that the old lady said
it acted like a miracle. At the beginning of September she received
the first dose, and since then has taken sizty doses, always on each
retorn of the palpitation. The medicine bas cheeked and cured the
patient. .

Case 3.—Mrs. D.’s infant, age two years. The child was sud-
denly attacked, during the night, with suffoeating oppression, without
any feverish symptoms. A few drops of Cactus tincture in water,
administered every hour, permanently relieved the child at the end
of 24 hoars.

* American Homeopathic Observer, May, 1806,
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These three cases of positive cure are sketched from my practice,
not to show my sucecess, but to show and illustrate the value of the
Cactus remedy. Where cares are so clearly wrought it truly is our
duty to investigate the various powers of the remedy and to devel-
ope its use by practice, and to make known such success to others,
that they may still further spread the benefile of the curing night
flower, that so long has been neglected, and admired and valued only
for its beauty. Therefore I take the liberty to give to your journal
the experience of o practical physician on this subject, wishing that
these few remarks will be of benefit to the profession and stimulate
others to advance the use of the Cactus, and also awaken those who
are yet in ignorance to use their eyes and read the journals, and keep
up with the times, and begin the use of the remedy. Again, I rejoice
to find the beautiful in nature can also be the useful in science, and
with you I rejoice that I bave been able to learn, by practice, the
value of Dr. Rubini’s discovery, and to add my humble testimony to
the correctness of his theory and practice ; thus to aid homeeopathy
to keep ahead of the old-fogyism of allopathic unchangeable theories
and rules of practice. )

C. C. OvmsteED, M. D., reports :—“ Mrs, I—, aged about 25; light
hair, blue eyes, a very fair complezion; has bad a trouble of the
heart, of some four years’ standing. Previous to that time she suf-
fered a great deal with inflammatory rheumatism. During a severe
attack of this disease, of some six weeks’ duration, her heart became
implicated ; but thauks to a good strong constitution, she survived
the heroic trestment of the “ Regular.” Ever since this attack she
has been quite subject to severe paroxysms of pain in the region of
the heart, after any cold, excitement or severe exercise. I was called
to see her in one of the most severe attacks she ever had. The day
before, she had been out to a pic-nie, and coming home they were
caught in a storm, and she got quite wet. During that night she
was very restless and uneasy, with some fever. All the symptoms
increased until the following nwight. At 11 r. m., [ was called ; found
her sitting u{) in bed; could not lay down or take a long breath, or
utter a whole sentence without stopping to groan, from the severe
pain, about 14 inches below and a little back of the left nipple, and
through the left shoulder, extending down the left arm to the end of
the fingers ; breathing was very difficult; ¢ountenance showed extreme
suffering ; her face was parched, lips bluish, tongue furred white,
pulse fecble and quick (120), urine very scanty and colorless ; diges-
tion was and had been very good. She said the sensation was as
though some strong hand was grasping the heart and would not allow
it to pulsate. I gave her siz pellets of the 200th dil, waiting
three hours before repeating the dose. Wishing to try the effect
of the high atteouations, in a severe case, I left some blank
powders, to be taken every four hours, until I called again. In
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the morning, at 9 a. m., I called, and found her lying down,
breathing much easier. Could talk very well, saying the pills
I gave %ser done much more good than the powders; pulse was
80, a little more full, and the pain much less; could move the arm
much better. I then gave a single dose of the same, **°, with blank
powders, as before, In the evening I saw the improvement continued
and gave nothing but the blank powders. The next day found she
had slept very well, waking up but a few times during the night. I
gave another dose (same attenuation) with blank powders. Visiting
the case frequently, I saw that improvement was going on from day
to day. I gave no more medicine. At the end of a week she was
able to be up and around the room, and in ten days resumed her usual
household duties, She has not had a return for siz months; can
endure more than she has done before for a long time, I have been
very much pleased with the effecta of Cactusin several cases of heart
disease. From the effects T have seen it produce, I think it will at
least palliate severe enses of Angina pectoris, and perhaps cure recent
cases, I recommended the 30th dil. in a case of Angina pectoris, not
long ago. A single dose was given, and so great was the aggravation
that they feared to repent it. I never use lower than the 30th. The
200th is my favorite, T bave never failed to at least palliate the case
when they complain as though some one was grasping the heart.
How permanent will be the relief, I cannot say. I have only used it
some two years. I have not tried it in any other diseases.”

Upper and Lower Extremities. —Formication and weight in the
arms, which cannot be raised freely ; worse in the left arm. (Edema
of the hands, worse in the left. Dry, scaly herpes at the outside of
the right elbow, without itehing, of one and a half inch in breadth,
(thirtieth day.) A similar dry, scaly, hepetic eruption on the outside
of the left elhow, (after forty-eight days.) Dry, scaly herpes, two
inches broad, on the left internal malleolns, without itebing, (after
twenty-four days.) A similar dry, scaly herpes on the right internal
malleolus, (after thirty-eighth day.) Violent itching on the ankles,
(twentieth day.) Very violent itebing, eamsing him to seraich the
lower part of the iibia, (after twenty-one days) (Edema of the legs
up to the knees; the skin is shining, and pressure with the fingers
leaves au impression for a long time. (Edema of the feet up to the
inferior third of the legs, which soon goes off. He caunot rest still
when sitiing; be must throw his legs about here and there
involuntarily.

Crinicar Osservarions.— Dr. Lippe calls attention to the eedema
of the hands, particularly of the /7%, as an important symptom especi-
ally as it oceurs in some diseases of the heart. The cedema of the

feet and legs is also suggestive. Rubini thinks it will prove to be
ap antipsoric, because it canses eruptions on the extremities.
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({Blue Colost.)

ANasvLooeves—dletris, Asofetide, Cypripedium, Chnicifuga,
Helontas, Mitchella, Nymphaea, Platina, Pulsatilla, Senccio, Secale,
Upa wrsi,

Boramcar Descriprron.—This is a perennial, glabrous herb, with
matted, knotty rootstzlks, sending up in early spring a simple and
naked stem, terminated by a small raceme or panicle of yellowish
green flowers, and a little below, bearing 2 large triternately com-
pound leaf, without any common petiole ; (whence the Greek name,
sinifying the stem seeming to form a stalk for the great leaf) The
whole plant is glaucous when young. Stem sincoth, purple when
young, one to two and a half feet high, dividing above into two parts,
one of which is alarge triternate leaf-stalk, the other hears a smaller
biternate leaf at the basc. [Flowers appear in April and May, while
the leaf is yet small. Sepals, 6, with 3 small bractlets at the base,
ovate oblong,  Petals 6, thick and gland-like, somewhat kidney-shaped
and hooded bodies, with short claws, much smaller than the sepals,
one at the base of each of them. Piste! gibbous, style short. Stigma
minute and unilateral, ovary bursting soon after flowering by the
pressure of the two erect emlarging seeds and withering away; the
spherical seeds naked ou their thick-set seed-stalks, %ooking like
drupes, the fleshy integument turning dlze, 2lbumen of the texture
of horn. Seeds one or twe, about the size of a large pea, ereet and
globose. TFruit is dry, sweet, insipid. The seeds ripen in the latter
part of summer, and are said 1o form an excellent substitute for cof-
fee when roasted.

The root, which is the officinal part, is sweetish, somewhat fra-
grant and aromatic, and affords a yellowish iufusion and yellowish
brown tineture. The root is yellow inside, brown outside, hard, irreg-
ular, knotty, branched, with many fibres.

It is found growing all over the Uuited States, in low, moist, rich
grounds, or on mountains and shady hills, deep woods, or near run-
ning streams, or on grounds which have been overflowed with water.
It is an indigenous plant, and the only one of its genns yet discovered
io this country. Itis koown by the common names of Squaw-root,
Pappoose-root, originating from the names given it by the aborigines
of this country. By the early white scttlers it was called Blue-gin-
seng, Blue-berry, ete. Linnamas placed it in the genus Leontice, but
it was scparated by Michauz.

Qrricinan Prepanations.—(1) Tinciare of the root and dilutions,
(2) Triturations of the pulverized root, and of the tineture. (8) Caul-
ophyllin and its tritorations.
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MepicaL Histony.—Dr. Smith, one of the earliest botanic phy-
sicians, was the first to call attention to this plant. He asserts that
it is * the most powerful anti-spasmodic in the compass of medicine,
and at the same time is perfectly safe.” Among the diseases in which
it is useful he nawes, * hiccongh, colie, cholera-morbus, epilepsy, hys-
terics, fits, and ague.” He also says he speedily cured onc case of
inflammation of the uterns with the decoction. He mentions its use
among the sguawy to facilitate childbirth. Rafinesque, who wrote in
1828, calls the Caulophyllum * demuleent, anti-spasmodic, emmena-
gogue and sudorifie, and useful in dropsy.”

Drs. Mateson, Henry, Beach, Cartiss, Thompson, and all botanic
writers, mention it with particular favor.

Dr. King,"' Jones and Scodder, and Dr. Coe,” give a full account
of its alleged and known properties, They deem it to be * anti-
spasmodic, emmenagogue, parturient, diaretic, anthelmintic, and dia-
pboretic; useful in rhewmatism, dropsy, colic, cramps, hiccough, opi-
lepey, uterine inflammmation, and all chronie uterine diseases.

Strange to say, it is not mentioned in the works of any allopathie
author exeept Dr. Tully, who got his information from the botanic
physicians. I was the first to call the atlention of the homeeopathic
sehool to the valuc of this plant. Since the publication of the orig-
inal article? it has been extemsively used by the physicians of our
school. T gave no proving, only the experience of eclectic practi-
tioners and my own. In the first edition I colleeted 2ll the clinical
experience obtainable, and published a proving by Dr. Burt, which
finely substantiated the truth of the law of similin, as illustrated by
the connection between the effects of this mmedicine and rheumatism.
No further provings bave been made, but an additional ameunt of
clinical experience has been gained and is here presented:

DR. BURT’S PROVING {WITH CAULOPHYLLIN.)

April 28th, 1864, Am in perfect health; tongue not coated ;
tonsils are natural ; pgood appetite; bowels move once a day : urine
acid ; temperament sanguine-ncrvous ; age 29; weight 148 Ibs,; pulse
75 4 p. m.—Took 10 grs. of pure resinoid. & r, m.—Dull frontal
headache, with a contracted feeling of the skin of the forehead;
drawing pains in the thighs, koees, legs and ankles ; very sharp pains
in the left knee joint, inside ; elbows and wrists ache. 5.40.—Very
hard pains in the forehead, with a seusation as of needles being stuck
into the forehead. 6 r. m.—Constant fiying pains in the arms and
legs, first in ome part and then in ancther, remaining only two or

1 Eclectic Dispensatory.

2 Materia Medica.,

3 Cone Orz, Med.

4 M. A. Jour. of Hom,, vol, 6, p. 373,
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three minutes at a time in a place. Severe drawing pains in the inside
of the left thigh; very hard dull frontal headache ; distress in the
fauces that causes frequent inclination to swallow; dull backache in
the lumbar region; every few minutes sharp stinging paios ic the
glans penis. 9 p, m.—Severe frontal headache ; severe colicky pains
every few minutes in the umbiliens; very severe drawing pains in
the sterno-cleidu-mastoid muscle, that draws the head to the left side;
severe drawing paing in the joints of the arms and legs; the ankle
and toes of the left foot are very painful ; dull backache.

April 20th, Slept well until 8 4. m.; after that I was restless;
skin was hot and dry; severe drawing pains in my hips,
knees, ankles and feet, wrists and fingers. Shutting my hand pro-
duced severe cutting pains in the second joints of all the fingers, they
were very stiff; frequent colicky pains in the umbilicus, relieved by
emissions of flatus; severe drawini pains over the left eye. 10 4. m.
—Have the same symptowms. Took 15 grs.; had a natural stool at 7
4 M. 12 m.—Distress in the stomach and bowels, with drawing pains
in the right hypochondrium ; drawing pains in the fingers, legas and
feet ; the pains arc very severe in the feet. 4 p. m.—Dull frontal
headache, by spells there is a very severe pain in the temples that
produces a feeling as if both temples would be erushed together ; fre-
quent slight colieky pain in the stomach and umbilicus ; slight dull
backache ; drawing pains in the right side over the liver; severe
drawing paing in the legs and fect, but more especially in the feet ;
drawing pains in the fingers; natural but dark stool. 2 p. st.—took
25 grs. 6 p. m.—Dull headache; profuse flow of tears; drawing
pains in the nose ; good deal of pain and distress in the stomaech and
umbilicus ; dull pains in the lumbar region ; severe drawing pains in
the ankles and feet; severe pain in the wrists and joints of fingers.
9 p. m.—Blight frontal headache ; good deal of distress in the stom.
ach, and small intestines ; constant and severe drawing pains in the
wrists and fingers, ankles, feet and Zoes ; the left ankle pains very
severely ; took 30 grs.

April 30th. Had a restless night; there was so much pain in the
joints of the fingers; they look red and are very stiff; closing the
hand is very painful; slight frontal bendache: tecth all feeling sore
and elongated ; slight dull pain in the umbilicus when moving,
relieved by emissions of flatus; drawing pains in the knees, ankles,
feet and toes ; walking produces severe paln in the metatarsal bones ;
natural but hard stool. 10 p. m.—TFeeling quite well excepting my
knees are quite weak when walking ; another rather soft stool, fol-
lowed by slight pain in the umbilgicua ; took 50 grs. 12 m.—Empty
eructations; slight distress in the stomach; drawing pains in the
knees and toes, very sharp by spells. 5 p. m.—TFecling weak and
nervous ; dullness of the head ; slight burning distress in the stom.
ach ; slight drawing pains in the wrists and fingers, anklés, fect and
toes ; took 75 grs. 10 p. w.—Trequent gulping up of very sour,
bitter fluid ; frequent spells of vertigo; s%ight burning distress in
the stomach ; drawing pains in the fingers, ankles, feet and toes, but
more especially in the toes ; knees feeling very weak when walking ;
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eyes aching with a feeling of something under the lids; profuse
secretion of tears.

May 1st. Slept well until 1 4. m, then awoke with a great rum-
bling in the bowels, and a very urgent desire for stool ; stool mostly
of water that ran a perfect stream from my bowels, passed a great
quantity. There was no pain. 8 a. m.—TFeeling quite well ; t.on%ue
coated white ; canine bunger; fingers are quite stiff ; slight backache ;
drawing pains in the toes; want to drink a great deal of water.
9 s m.—Frequent slight pain in the umbilicus ; drawing pains in the
elbows, wrists, fingers, koees, ankles, feet and toes; all of my joints
erack frequently when walking or turning.

May 2d. Restless night ; my fingers, ankles, feet and toes pained
me 50 much ; fingers are very stiff. 7 a. m.—Soft stool, very white,
showing a great deficiency of bile in the excretions,

Remarks.—The urinary or genital organs were not affected in the
least; the pulse remained about natural all the time ; its great centre
of action on myself was the small joints; (the fingers and toes; the
carpal, metacarpal and phalangeal ; tarsal, metatarsal and phalangeal

joints.)
DR. HALE'S REMARKS,
I know of no more remarkable substantiation of the truth olthe

law of stmilia, than the above graphie proving, How perfecily Dr.
Burt describes the rheumatic affection, so similar in its character to
that variety in which Dr. R. Ludlam found the Caulophyllin cura-
tive? I koow of no coincidence in my experience which has ever
given me greater satisfaction. To settle any possible eavil or doubt
in the minds of the :most suspicious, I will say that Dr. Burt did not
know of the use of Caulephyllum in rheumatism, muech less had he

any knowledge of Dr. Ludlam’s experience with the remedy in that
disease,

RESUME.
Nervous System,—The action of Caunlophyllum on the nervous

system is similar to that of Cimieifuga. It is sedative to the nerves
of motion, and is secondarily homwopathic to spasms, eramps and
even convulsions—especially when they arise from reflex irritation,
originating in the ovaries or uterus. Its primary action is antagonis-
tic to Ignatia, Nux vomica or Seeale. It causes, sécondarily, condi-
tions which those drugs cause primarily. 'The nerves of sensation are
not direetly influenced by this remedy. It relieves pain by arresting
the cramp or spasm by which the pain is caused, or by some speecific
influence over the pathological condition known as rhewmatism, T
bave not known of its successful usc in wuneurzlgia, wor do I think it
indicated in that disease when idiopathic. ' Eclectic” writers class
it with the *anti-spasmodics.” It has an extensive reputation in
that school, in Azysieria and other nervous affections. “It appears,”
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says Jones, * to impart a vigorous and healthful energy to the nerv-
ous system. It has been found useful in epilepsy, chorea, tremors,
spasms of the stomach, bowels, etc.” (Ec. Mat. Med) If homeeo.
pathic to epilepsy, at all, it must be in that form koown as * men.
streal” or “ uterine epilepsy.” In idiopathic epilepsy, neither
Caulophyllum or anything else is of much service; while in the epi.
leptiform spasms which occur duripg or near the menses, or in Ays-
terical convilsions, connected with dysmenorrheea, the Caulophylium
ig the most appropriate remedy, and has been useful in such cases in
my own practice, Cimicifuga racemosa and Bromide of Potash
are also suitable in auch cases. In Chorea, it bas proved as useful
a8 its near apalogwe Cimicifuga. Several cures of that malady by
the uge af Caulophyllin, one-tenth, have come under my own observa-
tion. Nearly every case occurred in young girls, and had their origin
in some menstrual irregularity. One cage, however, was of a deci-
dedly rheumatic origin. It is useful in the tremors of nervous
women, and drunkards ; also in the cramps of pregnant women.

Mucons Membranes,—It secems to act upon the mucous mem-
branes of the mouth, fauces and vagina, It has been found curative
in aphthous conditions of those surfaces; also in leucorrheea,

Muscular Tissues,—It appears to have a specific relation to the
muscular and fibrous tissues, but, whether directly or through the
nervous system, is not yet determined. TIts efficacy in rbeumatism is
undoubted, but it is vot used in that disease as much as the Cimiei-
fuga ; indeed it is hardly mentioned in relation to that affecticn in
works on * eclectic ” medicine. The homwmopathic school have used
it successfully in certain forms of rheumatism, as the following eases
will show :

Dr. P. H. Hale, of Hudson, Michigan, reports as follows: « A
plethoric man, of nervous temperament, was attacked with rheumatic
swelling of both feet. In a few days the swelling shifted to the
knees, and from thence to the wrists and hands, No perceptible
benefit aéerued from the administration of Palsatilly, Bryonia, Rhus,
or Aconite. Oue night, about the third week of his iliness, I was
called in great haste to see him. The pain and tumefaction had sud-
dealy left the eztremities, and he was suffering from excruciating pain
in the cervical and dorsal regions, with spasmeilie rigidity of the
museles of the back and neck; could not bear to be moved; slight
twitching of the museles of the arms; paroxysms of quick, panting
breathing ; complaived of great oppression of the chest; high fever,
severe delirium, and great nervous exeitement. The tincture of
Caulophylluin was administered, 80 drops every half hour. In a few
hours the symptoms rapidly gave way, and from that time the patient
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rapidly improved, and in 2 week was attending to his usual avoca-
tions, I have also found it useful in rheumatism of the uterus.”
Rheumatism of the Uterus is a common czuse of dysmenorrheoa, and
many other painfal affections of that organ and its ligaments, Cau-
lophyllin will be found very useful in such conditions. Cimicifuga is
also indicated, but the former is more useful in rheumatic affeetions
when spasmodic symploms are present ; that is the chief diagnostic
difference between the two remedies.

Dr. Ludlam writes me:  “ Meeting my friend, the Rev. Dr. 0—,
socially in the antumun of 1860, he inquired if I had ever preseribed
the Caulophyllam for rheumatism ? I replied in the negative. He
then told me that he had once suffered from a very severe and pro.
tracted attack of artienlar rheumatism, in which the pain and swelling
finally settled in the wrist and fingers of one hand, The usual reme-
dies were tried, but without avail. His physician finally preseribed
as a dernier ressort, a decoction of the Caulophyllum. In a short
time he was perfectly relieved. I would not,” satd my friend,
“ spend a night without the Caulophyllin in my house for half the
city of Chicago!™ Tt so happened that I was at that time treating an
inveterate case of rheumatism, affecting the metacarpal joints of the
left hand of 2 servant girl in the family of D. 8—, Esq. The reme-
dies 'which I had prescribed did no good, and all concerned were
impatient the girl should be well and at work again. I gave her
empirically two grains of the second decimal trituration of the Caul-
ophyllin. She was ordered to take a powder of that size and strength
every two hours uniil relieved. The poor sufferer had not slept for
two or more nights. After taking the second dose she fell asleep,
and her pain vanished from that time forward. There was no metas-
tasis of the complaint, and in two days she was down stairs at work.
While she remained in the family-—two years—she lad no return of
the disease. Since the above result was obtained, T have frequently
prescribed the Caulophyllin for articular rheumatism affecting the
smaller joints, and several tintes with a signal suecess. It has, how-
ever, appeared more effectual in case of females than of males, who
were ill with this painful disease.”

Dr. W. C. O'Brien of England,* has verified the above elinieal
cases, He says, *this medicine cured, in three weeks, a case of
obstinate rheumatism of the wrists and finger joints, with considerable
swelling ; relief followed the administration of the second dose, I
used the 2d dee. dil.”

General Symptoms.—Sensation of comfortable langwor and dispo-
sition to sleep. A fine prickling sensation all over the body. Increased
mental and physical vigor. Tremulous wealiness of the whole sysiem.
Great restlessless. Feel weak, nervous. Skin hot and dry, in
niorning,

Sleep,—Slept well till 3 a. u., after that very restless, Restless
nights from rheumatic pains. Slept well nntil T a. m., then awoke
_—:;Ionthly Hom. Review, vol. X, p. 172
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with great rumbling in bowels, and a very urgent desire for stool ;
stool mostly of water, runninga stream from the bowels, a great
<quantity but ne pain. More sleepy than usual during the day. Sounder
sleep at night. Disposition to sleep in the evening, (primary.)
Sleeplessness at night, from a kind of nervons relazation. Wakes
frequently during the night. (secondary.)

Quivicar OsseevaTions,—Some eclectic physicians decree the
Caulophyllin to be nareotic, while others, as Coe, deny that it has such
powers. It has a calming effect upon nervous subjects, and the prov-
ings show that it disposes to slecp in healthy subjects. A remedy
may canse sleep, however, indirectly, by acting as a sedative to ivri-
tated nerves. Dr, Ludlam reported the following case. illustrative
of the action of (aulophyllin to insomnia. I abridge the case from
my pamphlet on * abortion,” page 17. A lady aborted at the third
menth ; she had terrible floodings, which so shattered her nervous
system as to render her very miserable. Her pulse was feeble,
threadlike, and at tiines impereeptible ; skin cool, extremities, upper
and lower, as well as her features, and cellnlar tissue generally,
e@dematous, and her verves in the most pitiable condition imaginable ;
the most prominent feature of which derangement consisted in com-
plete énsomnia. She conld not sleep. Night afier night passed and
not a wink of sleep All the usual remedies were tried, but without
avail. Apis velieved the cedema, and under occasional doses of Arse.
picum, her puise approached a normal state, Upon the recommenda.
tion of Dr. P. H. Hale, I gave her Cauloph. 2. A few doses sufliced
to break the spell, and I have wvever since failed to procure her the
most refreshing sleep with this agent.

Head.—Slight mental exhilaration, swimming in the head, a sort
of vertigo, with dimness of sight. Sensation of fullness of ihe head
with pressure behind the cyes, and fullness of the temporal arteries,
Dallness of the head. Dull frontal headache, with contracted feeling
of the skin of the forehead. Very hard pain in the forehead, with
sensation therein as if pins were stuck in. By spells a very severe
pain in temples, as if both temples would be crushed together. Ver-
tigo by spells. Drawing pain over left eye.

CrLinicat OrservaTions.—1t is useful in rhenmatic and neuralgic
headaches, the latter, when dependant upon uterine disorder, or spi-
pal irritation,

Eyes,—Dinmness of sight. Pressure behind the eyes; profuse
flow of tears. {2d day,) with doll headache and drawing pains in the
nose. Profuse secretion of tears, with aching in the eyes and sensa-
tion of something under the lids.

Nose.—Drawing pains in the nose.

Mouth, ete,.—Sensation of dryness in the mouth, or as if scalded.
Heat in the mouth and fauces. Distrass in the fauces that cauges
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frequent inclination to swallow. Teeth all feel sore and elongated,
Tongue coated white. :

Crican OBsErvaTions.—King says: ** Combined with equal
parés of powdered Hydrastis, made into an infusion, and sweetened
with homey, it forms an elegant and effectnal wash for apthous sore
mouth and throat.” Caulophyllum afone will cure aphtbs of the
mouth, especially in pregnant and nuorsing women, and even in chil-
dren. A weak solution of the tincture in water, used as o wash and
taken internally, will often prove eurative in quite severe cases.

Stomach, —Heat in the stemach. Slight nausea. Fullness in the
stomach, Empty eructations. Great thirst, Distress in stomach
and bowels, with drawing in right hypochondrium. Frequent pain in
the stomach and umbilicus. Empty eructations. Canine hunger,
with white coated tongue. Frequent gulping up of very sour, bitter
fluid, with vertige. Slight burning deep in stomach.

Crinicar OBservarions.—-L have found the Csulophyllum aseful
‘in some of those reflex affections of the stomach occurring in women,
such as spasms, cardialgia, spasmodic vomiting, and excessive nausea
(when attending uterine irritation). King does not mention its use in
gastric affections, nor does any other writer exeept D#. Coe, who
asserts that it is an admirable remedy in some forms of dyspepsia,
particularly these cases attended with spasmodic symptoms. When
there is gastric irritability with vomiting of food, it may be employed
with advantage.

Abdomen, ei¢,—Distention of the abdomen. Fullness of the
abdomen with some tendernsss, Rumbling in the bowels. Severe
colicky pains every few minutes in the umbilicus. Distress in stom-
ach and bowels, with drawing in #ight hypochondrium. Slight dull
pain in umbilicus when moving, relieved by emission of flatas.

Crintoar Osservarions—** (ombined with drastic purgatives,
such as Aloes or Podophyllum, it prevents tormina better than any
other known drug.”—(Keng.) It is said to relieve attacks of spas-
modic and flatulent colic. Caulophyllum is undoubtedly applicable
when there is spasmodic action of the museular tissues of the intes.
tineg, arising from the irritation of the motor nerves, or from rheu-
matism,

Stool.—Constipation. Stool only every other day. (H.) Normal
but dark stool (second and third day.) Awoke at | 4. m., with great
rumbling in howels, and a very urgent desire for stool, which was
mostly water that ran a rapid stream from his howels ; a great quan-
tity, but po pain, (fourth day.) Soft stool, very white, showing great
deficieney of bile, (fifth day.) (B.) .

Urinary Orgams,—Copious emission of pale, or straw-colored urine,
Slight pain in the neck of the bladder after urivating. Every few
minutes sharp stinging pains in glans penis.

12
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Cranicar OBsErvaTions,—This remedy is resommended in gpas-
modic retention of urine, such as occurs in nervous and hysterical
females. Dr. Scudder says he has employed it with advantage in
chronic nephritis, albuminuria, cystitis and urethitis, but we have only
his hald assertion. He gives no cases to snbstantiate his testimony.

Generative Organs of Women,—Sensation as if the uterus was
congested, with fullness, lieaviness and tension in the hypogasiric
region. Drawing in the groins—(uterine ligaments.) Menses too
soon—three days. Labor-like pains. Abortion, with little or no
flooding. JZutermittent uterine contractions, Relaxation of the os
uteri. Profuse sccretion of wmucus from the vagina. Increases the
natural pains of labor. Spasmodic paios in the uterus, broad liga-
ments and various pertions of the hypogastric region.

Crinicar. OpservaTions.—It may be interesting to those unae-
quainted with this medicine, to read the statements of medical writers
of the eclectic school concerning it. I quote from the most promin-
ent: “Itis principally used as an emmenagogue and parturient,

* * 4 valuable agent in all chronic uterine diseases, appearin
to exert an especial influence upon the uterus, and has been foun
serviceahle in uterine leucorrhees, amenorrheea, dysmenorrhea, ete.
‘When unsed for several weeks previous to the parturient period, it is
said to facilitate that process. It acts ag an uterine tonie. In the
more common unhealthy condition of this organ and its appendages—
even passive menorrhagia and congested cervix, it is equal to, if not
surpassing, the Cimictfuga.”—(King) Dr. Kindleberger writes to
Dr, King that'he has used it with iuch advantage in after-pains,
menstrual suppression, and in dysmenorrie@a, * * it is far supe-
rior to Ergot, both in its acting more mildly and with more certain
results. *“In neuralgia and rheumatism of the uterus it has fre-
quently been administered with benefit. * * It expedites delivery
in all those cases when the delay is owing to fatigue, debility or want
of uterine energy ; the contractions it oceasions, more nearly resemble
the natural ones, instead of the continuous, spasmodic coniractions
effected by Ergot, * #* When there has been a tendency to haem-
orrhage from relaxation of the muscular fibres of the uterus, after
delivery,” it will cause firm contractions, and arrest the hleeding.—
(Hing's Obsiatrics. p. 650).  Amenorriwa—that is—simple amen-
orrheea is suceessfully treated with Caulophyllum. If there be hepatic
sherration alternate with Podophyllin; if Ansemia—with Iron. In
dysmenorrhuea, it is an admirable remedy, both for the relief of the
present symptoms, and for the radical alteration of the derangement.
It relieves the distress attendant upon dyswmenorrhes, and its con-
tinued use during the inter-menstrual peried, and when the menses
are present, with Erigeron, Trillivm, or Lycopus. For the relief of
after pains it will be found efficient in a large number of cases. As
a parturient,it quiets and harmonizes the action of the uterus, and
the nervous system generally, relieving cramps and other unpleasant
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symptoms.—(Coe’s Conc. Org. Hedicines). * We have used it often,
and prior to confinement as a preparatory measure to the important
changes which take place at that time, with great apparent advantage.
In many instances, when the females have been invariably the sub-
jeects of tedious and difficult labors, by the use.of Caulopbyllum for
two or three weeks before confinement, all the anticipated difficuity
vanished, the labors were rapid and easy, and the recovery speedy,
when compared with previous confinements. Although it may be
somewhat difficult to assign a satisfactory reason as to the effecis
stated, or in other words, its therapeutic action may be difficult of
explanation; yet the effects have been so apparent, that any one know-
ing the character of different labors, would be forced to ascribe the
diﬁ‘erent resulis to the use of this remedy. We have known many
highly intelligent ladies, who, after baving used it oncs, could not be
prevailed upon to dispense with its use in subsequent pregnancies.
It has appeared to us to afford great relief in that restlessness and
disturbed state of the funetions which generally obtains in the
advanced stages of pregnancy. It allays false pains, if we can rely
upon the testimony of those who have had the greatest opportunity to
test its virtues.”—(Jomes & Scudder’'s Mat, Med.) Bating a little
for the enthusiasm which eclectic physicians have for indigenous rem-
etlllielsi. the above is a pretty fair enymeration of the virtues of Caulo.
um.

P yThe tesiimony of the homopeeathic school is decidedly in
concurrence with the above, as the following reported caszes will show.
My own experience, during the six years which I have used this
remedy, has been snch as to entitle me to speak decidedly as to its
curative virtmes. A thorough knowledge of the physiology of the
female organs of generation; the pathologieal changes they undergo,
and the reflex disorders they often give rise to when diseased, is
quite necessary, in order to understan%l and appreciate the therapen-
tical powers of this medicine. The uterus, in its healthy condition,
possesses the qualities known as normal tone, contractility, ete. But
when that organ is diseased, we have either atony (arrest of function)
or abnormal irritability, (resulting in painful eramps, contractions,
etc.) These purely functional derangements of the uterus may exist
with or without organic changes in that organ, Caunlophyllum causes
primarily, increased action of the nterine-motor nerves. In healthy
conditions ¢f that organ 2ny action beyond the normal contractility,
as to force and period is a diseased state. Abnormal activity of any
organ is disease. The uterus then, when aroused by Caulephylium,
takes on inereased action, which manifests itself in the form of pain-
Jul contractions, congestion, undue drritadility, and many other condi-
tions of irritation, which are not coafined to that organ alome, but
extend to those contiguous and connected. This remedy is therefore
primarify homeopathic to dysmenorrhea, ulerine cramps, congestion,
Spurious labor-patns, abortion, prematwre labor, after pains, when
these diseases are caused by ezaliation of natura] function, or hyper-
stimulation. When administered for these conditions, small doses
will be found most applicable, {the 34 or 6th dilutjon or trit.) Pro
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longed stimulation may wear out the normal irritability of any organ
or tissue ; we then have atony, a condition simulating paralysis, or
frritation from atony, which closely simulates the irritation from
hyper-stimulation. These latter conditions are caused by the second-
ary action of Caulophyllum. Hence it may be indicated secondarily
in the above named disorders, from canses opposite to those named in
connection with them, also in such affections as menorrhagia and met-
rorrhagic from deficient contractility, as after abortion and labor;
habitual abortion, from uterine debility, a variety of pains, cramps,
ete.,, during pregnancy, ete: When administered for ite secondary
effects, the doses should be somewhat larger—(the lower dilutions.)
I bave not found it as useful in Awmenorrhea as many other remedies,
and am of the opinion that it 1s seldom indieated in that affection,
unless accompanied by spasmodic action, or extreme atony. The fol-
lowing cases, marked “H,"” were originally published by me in the
N. A. Journal of Homaopathy,

“ Miss N.,, aged 17, plethorie, nervous, lymphatic, menses sup-
pressed two and a half months. When I called to see her, found her
in spasms, evidently hysterical, but resembling epiliptiform spasms,
affecting the chest, larynx and uterus. S8he was unconseious. For
three hours, under the administration of Belladonna, Hyoseyamus and
Lobelia—(which latter relieved the spasm of the chest and larynx
somewhat) and even chloroform, and the hot bath-—-she remained in
those peculiar and frightful spasms. As a last resort, after giving no
medicine for an hour,gl gave Caulophyllum % one holf a grain. ~ In
fifteen minutes the spasms ceased ; the patient lay in a stupid condi.
tion, free from pain. Tn the course of the night the menses came on,
and in a few days she was about the house,” (H). The Caulophyilum
was eminently indicated in this case, and it evidently aeted as a
prompt curative agent. In my *“ Morograph on Abortion,” page 18,
Dr. R. Ludlam, of Chicago, gives, as follows, his experience with
Caulophyllum in menstroal irregularities,

* Still another indication for the use of this remedy will be found
in meonstrual irregularities, occurring subsequent to, and conscquent
upon miscarriage. They are frequent and sometimes very perplexing
cases, when neither Pulsatilla, Secale. Sabina or other remedies
appear to be especially indicated, and we have either of the following
gymptoms : Spasmodic, bearing-down pains, with scanty flow ; sympa-
thetic ernwps and spasms of neighboring organs, as of the bladder,
rectum and bowels, or, the motor power of the uterus seems almost
entirely gone, and when we may reasenably suppose the menstrual
flow is retarded from a simple lack of the exeito-motor force, eitherin
the fallopian tubes, on the parietes of the utcrus itself; the Caulo-
phyllum will afford almest instantancous relief. In 2 case of this
kiod, post-abortive, when the spasmedic pains were lccated in the
right lumbar region, occupying a limited space, say about the size of
a silver dollar, and there was almost u totul suppression of the cata.
menia, the Caulopbyllin, 8d dec. trit., repeated once in three hours,
afforded prompt and permanent relief, We koow of no other remedy
which is so efficacious under these circumstances, It seems in general
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practice to be indicated in many cases of suppressic mensium,
approaching dysmenorrheea in some of its features, being always
accompanied by the above-named characteristic paing and sufferings
of a spasmodic nature. Our expcrience would render us very loth
to atbempt the treatment of these and kindred cases, without a frequent
resort to Caunlophyllin.”

In Dysmenorrhea, the testimony in its favor is very large,
My correspondence with homeeopathic physicians convinces me
that it is one of the most successful remedies, in that distressing
affection, now in mse. It should be given in appropriate doses,
once or twice a day, during the inter-menstrual period, and every
few hours, in the attack. In Menorhagia, it is indicated for
about the same symptoms as Ergot and Cimicifuga, and under some
cirecumstances is saperior to both, Dr. Williams reporis several
interesting cases of flooding after abortion, when ordinary allopathie
and hemesopathic remedies had been used in vain, but were promptly
cured by Caulophyllin +%. The baemorrhage was passive, had lasted
several weeks, and was probably due to deficient contractility, or defi-
cient involution of the uterine tizsues, When similar conditions
obtain after labor, immediately as in post partem lLsemorrhage; or
more remotely, as in profuse lochia, and that form which comes on
several weeks after coufinement, afler cvery exertion of the patient, I
have found the Caulophyllin as uscful as any other medieine. Its
action is not as rapid as Hrigeron or Sabina, but more permanent
Caunlophyllin will cause nbortion, in the later months of pregnancy.
Of this I have conclusive testimony. As a remedy in tlhreatened
ahortion it has no superior,

Dr. . A. Williams found it uwseful, in connection with Verat. v,
in a case of threatened abortion®: “Mrs, B., in the fourth month of
pregnancy, was attacked, after a hard day’s work, with severe pain in
the back and hips, accompanied with violent labor-pains, On my
arrival at the bedside, flooding had set in. The arterial excitement
was very great, and I at once administered Verat. viride 4, in drop
‘doses every hour, in alternation with 2 grain doses of Caulophyllin
2d. TIn a few hours the pulse became normal, the pains abated and
heemorrhage ceased. The Caulophyllin was continued several days,
every three hours. The patient once had a premature labor in the
cighth month. To prevent such an oceurrence, Helenin 2, was pre-
seribed, 2 grains three times a day. She continued well during her
full time and was delivered of twins,”

In inevitable abortion Dr Williams found it useful. “ Mrs, C,,
during her third month of pregnancy was was seized with violen$
flooding, which continued four days, accompanied with irregular
wrangling pains. Sabina and other remedies fuiled to relieve the
pain or hamorrhage. The patient was losing strength rapidly, and
something prompt in its action was demanded. Caulophyllin +5th
was preseribed, 2 grains every hour, This at first produced ‘some
nausea, but in 2 short time the pains became regular, and in a few

* Medical Tmvestigator, vol, 11, p. 16.
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hours she aborted. The uterus contracted properly and the patient
had a rapid convalescence.”

*Mrs, 8. has had several aboriions at about the third month,
Each preceded for a week or more by a sensation of weight and pres-
sore in the pelvis. When I saw her, labor-like pains had already set
in, and the os uteri was parily open. Gave Caulophyllum first, one
drop every half hour. In a few hours the pains abated. She has
since given birth at full term to a healthy child,” (H.) Tn wierine
pains during pregnaney, * false pains,” ete., there is no remedy upon
which we can rely with more confidence than Caulophyllin. It has
never failed to give relief, in my practice, and its effects are so appa-
rent that my patients are unanimous in its praise. I usually give the
2d decimal trit, every three or six hours, as the case demands, It is
equally useful in foo severe and spasmodic pain oceuring during partu-
rition, also in deficeent or absent labor-pains. In the former case,
however, it should not be administered lower than the 3d, and even
the 30th might be efficacious ; but in the latéer condition the one-tenth
trit. frequently repeated, is the most advisable.

For the preventicn of premature labor no remedy in the materis
medica equals the Caulophyllum, Since the appearance of the first
edition of this work, T have received a large amount of reliable testi-
mony from my colleagues in relation to its powers in this direction.

Three cases occurring in my own practice are sufficiently impor-
tant to be mentioned : (1.) Mra. B, pregnant with her third child.
The first child was born at six months, and lived but a few days.
The seeond clild was born at seven months, and although very sickly,
is now living. T was applied to, about the sixth mouth, for the relief
of pains in the back and lvins, which threatened a premature labor.
I preseribed Caulophyllin, five drops of the +%yth every two hours,
and rest in bed. In twelve bours the pains had disappeard. She
was ordered to continue the medicine three times daily.  She contin.
ted well until the expiration of the seventh month, when severe pains
came on, but they were eontrolled by the Caulophyllum, as before,
The remedy was continued. (= the eighth month labor pains again
appeared, and this time it took two days to arrest them. The medi-
cine was still continued in doses of 10 drops, two or three times a
day, until the end of the full tevm of pregoaney, when, after a natu-
ral and easy labor, she was delivered of a large and heavy male child.

(2) Mys. C. had two premature labors at the eighth month, with
convulsions and flooding, The child had to be removed with the
forceps. Three weeks before the cighth month of her third preg-
nancy, the Caulophyllom was ordered, fen drops of the mother tine-
ture thrice daily, She passed over the dreaded pericd with but
little pain, and at the end of the ninth month was delivered, naturally,
of a bealthy child.

(3.) Mrs. D. usually suffered severely during the last three weeks
of pregnancy, with constant false pains, day and night, so as to deprive
her of ler rest and sleep; Her labors had usually lasted three and
four days. At the beginning of the ninth month, the Caulophyllum
was given, as in the last case. The fulse pains appeared, but with
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only half their acoustomed severity. She would have intervals of
several days without pain. At full time she was taken in labor, which
only lasted thirty hours. I think the use of the medicine should
have been commenced several weeks sooner.

Deficient Labor.—Mrs. E., a primipara, had been in labor twenty-
four hours—a midwife attending her. I found the os uteri about the
gize of half a dollar, (the membranes had broken during the firat
hours of pain,} hard, rigid and wnyielding, vagina dry, the pains fre-
quent and spasmodic. Gave Belladenna and Pulsatilla and ordered
warm fomentations, Twelve hours afterwards there was scarce any
alteration in the condition of the patient, exzcept that she had sodle
fever, and was a little deliriopus. (Gave Aconite, Ist. Sixz hours of
agonizing pain and no progress; by anscoltation I discovered the
child to be dead ; it was alive twelve hoars before. I began to fear
for my patient. BErgot was ploinly inadmissible owing to the yet rigid
condition of the os. I therefore gave Caulophyllin, one half grain
every 15 minutes. In one hour the os uteri had become soft and
dilatable, the vagina relaxed and moist; fever abated, moist skin,
pains less agenizing, but strong and expalsive, and in one hour more
she was delivered of a dead child, weighing 104 lbs, The mother
had a good recevery. I do not think any other medicine could have
produced so favorable a change in so0 brief a time. As an agent for
inducing premature labor, after rupturing the membranes, it is inval-
uable. It is always safer, and in wany cases saperior, to Ergos,” (H.)
The chief danger, both to mother and child, when Ergot is adminis-
tered, is the powerful continuous contraction which it canses. It has
been the cause of ruptare of the uterus and perineum, and death of
the feetus by pressure on the cord, ete. These casualties are avoided
by giving Caulophyllin, ln suppression of the lockia, with symptoms
stmulating infiammation, such as pain, cramps, distentior, and some
tenderness, the Csaulophyllin, aided by warm fomentations of hops,
or polygonum hydropiper will restore the discharge in a short
time,

In protracted lochia this remedy has been found gurative. Dr,
Krebbs, of Boston, reports a case * of « a lady who had three months
before a premature delivery, and was still anneyed by a continued
lochial discharge, or, as she ealled it, « hoemorrhage from the womb.”
She bad to keep more or less the recumbent position, and eould not
attend to her ordivary duties. Her “regular’” doetor had made her
swallow iron and all kinds of nauseous drugs, until she got tired of
him ard his medicines. Remembering your statement in * New
Provings” of the efficacy of Caulophyllum in such sffections, I gave
one drop of the 3d twice a day in sugar of milk. In one week she
informed me the discharge bad commenced to decrease on the next
day, and disappeared on the third. Two months afterwards the patient
was well.”

In the above case the kind of hremorrhage is well described for
which this remedy is specific, namely: a passive haemorrhage—an

*® Mesd, Imvestigator, vol. 11, p 112,
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oozing from the lagx uterine vessels, which require thte action of a
remedy which will bring back the tone and vitality of the uterine
tissues.

To sum up the curative properties of this medicine—I do not
doubt but it is homeeopathic, primarily or secondarily, to all the mor-
bid states mentioned by eclectic authors. It only needs an exhaustive
proving to establish the special indications for its use. I can bear
testimony to its value as a preparatory remedy, in case of diffcult
labor. My experience with it in such cases has been very satis-
factory. .

Cgulopkyizm in Pargplegic~—During the session of the Western
Institute of Homeopathy, held in Chicage, May, 1864, Dr. Berbank,
of*Illinois, related a remarkable case of Paraplegia which he cured
with this remedy. The patient was a middle-aged lady. Ouo the sixth
day after her confinement she was attacked with metritis—so called
by her allopathic physician. Under the usaal treatment of the old
school, the affection apparenily subsided, but left her mearly com-
pletely paraplegic. There was partial loss of sensation, and complete
loss of -inotion ; could not move the limbs in bed, or stand upon thewn.
There was considerable emaciation, anzmia, and general debility.
When Dr. B. first saw the case, two years had elapsed since the seiz-
ure, and she was growing worse. After copsultation with some of
the most eminent physicians of Chicago, he gave her Cocenlus, Nux
vom., Citrate of Iron and Strychnia, and several other medicines,
Upon examining the uterus it was found retroverted, congested and
enlarged. The patient was put upou the use of Caulophyllin 24, and
its use was persisted in wntid the paraplegia was cured. Tmprove-
mont set in soon after taking the medicine, and in a few weeks she
was able to move her lower extremities, and now—six monghs after
the eommencement of the treatent—iz as well as ever. The uterns
even, has assumed its normal posilion and condition. This case is
one that demands our careful consideration. 1t is probable that real
metritis never existed at all. My impression is that it was originally
a case of retroversion of the uterus, existing before the process of
involution had taken place, After the retroversion, a certain degree
of inflammatiop may bave existed; the process of involution was
arrested, and the uterus remained in a congested or engorged condi-
tion. The case was one of reflex paraplegia, and the abnormal state
of the uterus its real cause. Such being the case Nux vom., and
the other remedies given, were not appropriste, but Caulophyllin,
by acting in"a specific manner upon the uterus, restored it to a rormal
staie, and the paraplegia disappeared of itself. I predict that thisrem-
edy will be fornd a very useful one in many cases of paralysisof the
lower extremities.

Retroversion of the uwierus is often a complication or result of abor-
tion. When this displacement occurs the most intense spasmodic
uterine paing set in. The uterus attempts in vain to expel the pla.
centa, and then pains will continue and increase in severity until the
organ is placed in normal position, or some powerful palliative is used,
In a cose of this character I found the patient suffering the most
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agonizing paiﬁs, attended with cramps in the legs. The uterus conld
not be replaced with the hand, and not having a sound with me, I left
Caunlophyllum, ten drops of the mother tincture, to be taken every
fifteen minutes. No relief having been obtained from six doses, the
patient, on her own responsibility, swallowed a teaspoonful of the
medicine. In twenty mhinules the pains ceased and did not return
for three hours, at which time the uterns was placed 7x sizw by the
sound, and kept there with a curved elastic pessary until the placents
was expelled. The action of the medicine on the spinal cord, #tilling
the uterine spass, iz worthy of further investigation,

Dr. Helmath informs me that he has used the Caulophyllin sue-
cessfully for the removal of those discolorations of the skin of tlie
face, common in women with menstrual irregularities or uterine dis-
eate, These spots usually appear on the forehead, and are commonly
ealled * moth.” For this syinptom Sepia is usually recommended in
the books, bui Dr. Helmuth did not find it as useful in such cases
as the Caulophyllin. This goes to show that the remedy bas a sphere
of action embracing many of those reflex symptoms having o uterine
origin. .

Male Organs of Generatiom,—Stinging pains in glan penis
This remedy does not appear to have been used in any of the diseases
of the male genita] organs. I can only find it recommended in one
disorder—gonorrheea. But a remedy capable of affecting so pro-
fonndly the sexual organs of one sex, must assuredly affect those of
the other. I prediot that il will sometimes be found useful in some
diseases of the testes, etc. Tiven if the Caulophyllin, like Ergot,
actz upoa these organs throuwgh the spinal cord, it would not affect
the above conclusions,

Respiratory Organs.—No chest symptows bave been elicited in
any of the fragmentary proviegs. It may prove useful in certain
spasmodic affections of the throacie organs, idiopathic or reflez, such
as whooping cough, hiecongh, asthma, spasms of the chest and lungs,
and even cardiac derangements. '

Back,—Dull pain in lumbar region. Slight backache. Severe
drawing pain in the sterno-cleide-mastoid wnusecle, that draws the
head to theleft side.

Upper Exiremities.—Elbows and wrists ache. Constant flying
pains in ‘arms and legs, first in one part then in another, remaining
only two or three minules at a time in a place. Severe drawing pains
in the joints af the arms and legs, also in wrists and fingers, Shut-
ting the hand produces severe cutting pains in the secoud joints of
all the fingers ; they are very stiff. Severe pain in the finger joints,
they look red aud arc very stiff; closing the hand is paioful. (The
rhenmatic pains in the hands and fingers oceurred every day.)
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Crinicat, OssegvaTions.~Dr. R. Ludlam reporis two cases of
inflammatory rheumatism of the joints of the bands, cured rapidly
with Caulophyllum.

Lower Exiremities,—Drawing paing in the thighs, knees, legs,
ankles and toes. Very sharp pains in left knee joint, inside. Flying
pain in legs. Severe drawing pains in inside of left thigh. Ankle
and toes of Zft foot are very painful. Walking produces severe pains
in metatarsal bones. Knees feel very weak when walking. All his
joints crack frequently when walking and turning. Pain in feet and
toes, worse at night. (These pains ocourred every day of the
provings.)

CERASUS VIRGINIANA.

{Choke Cherry )

Anavogues —(L.) OF the tincture and trituration—Aletris, Chel
ona, Ching, Cornus, Frasera, Helomas, Hydrastis, Ignatia, Nux
voim., Papulus. (2.) Of the infusion, Syrup, and Fluid Extract—Ade-
tdum hydrocyantcum, Digitalis, Laurorerasus, Lycopus vir., Pru-
nus vir.

Boranicar History.—This is a small tree or shrub, froem five to
twenty feet high, growing in woods and hedges. Leaves smooth, oval,
or obovate, short pointed, thin, not shining, with sharp subnlate ser-
ratures, veins bearded on each side towards the base ; petiole with two
glands. The flowers are in short, loose and spreading racewmes; petals
orbicular, white, Berk grayish. Leaves two to three inches long.
Flowers appearingin May. The fruit is abundant, of a dark red color,
very astringent to the taste, but not disagreeable.

Until quite lately the bark of this tree has been used indiscrim.
inately with the bark ot the Prunus virginiane, or wild cherry.
Allopathic authorities do not zew admit any essential difference.
Eclectics, however, seem to think the Choke-cherry to possess greater
“ tonic and anti-periodic” powers. Dr. Chapman, an espert chemiss,
informs me that it contains a larger amount of plhloridzin (supposed
to be the tonic principle) than the wild cherry, and a less quantity of
the emulsin and amygdalin, which change to bydrocyanie acid upen
the application of water or on distillation. 8Se¢ while the Cerasus con-
tains more of the * tonie,” it has less of the ' sedative” principle.
At any rate no homeeopathist can conscientiously substitute onc for
the other species of Cerasus, (for properly the Wild-Cherry is the
Cerasus seroting.

Hownaorathic Oreicival, Preparations.—In directing the proper
preparations to be used in homeopathic practice, a difficulty meetsus
atb the outset, namely : that no others are recognized with us except
the zincture and trituration. Now the bark of the genus Cerasus
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does not impart all its medicinal qualities to aleohol, nor does the
most important active principle (hydroeyanic acid) pre-exist in the
bark, but is found by the decomposition of ity constituents in water.
Chemists tell us thas in the bark the emulsin and amygdalin existin
distinet cells, and have no means of acting on each other, but when
bruised tn water, both dissolve, and decomposition immediately ocours,
Auother active prineiple phloridzin, is soluble in aleohol, and also in
water. :

Tinctures, therefore, of the Cerasus are inadmissible, as only con-
taining & par?-of its medicinal principles. .

Triturations, while containing all the constituents of the bark,
would be uncertain preparations. If taken dry, upon the tongue, in
the ugnal manner, the saliva would not permit the necessary changes
to take place, neither would they occur readily in the stomach. The
dry powder would have to remain suspended in water some tiime
before its administration.

It is evident that a preparation o be useful should be prepared
upen seientific prineiples. By universal consent the allopathis sehool
decide upon the following :

(1) The Cold Infusion—Half an ounce of the inner bark to a
pint of water is the usual proportion, It is best prepared by perco-
lation, in the following manner: The dry bark, coarsely powdered,
should be introduced into a common funuel, then packed somewhat
coarsely, and the water poured upon it, the point of the funnel being
put into the mouth of a glass decanter. After the water has passed
1t should be poured back into the funnel and 30 repeated until it
acquires the color of Maderise wine. When made from the fresh bark,
double the quantity may be used to the same amouni of water. The
usual dose of this is two fluid ounces three or four times a day, I
have preseribed it in doses of a tablespoonful to adults every two or
four hours, when indicated, and often with excellent curative effect.

{2.) Syrup.—This is a very pleasant and reliable preparation, and
the homeeopathist canmot oppose it on any reasonable ground. If
Cerzsus is indicated in diseases, and will sure, it does not matter in
what form we use it. The dose may be graduated according to the
peculiar belief of the practitioner, and the syrup will still be unob-
jectiomable. It is made by macerating four cunces of the powdered,
or eight ounces of the fresh bark, in twelve fluid ounces of water for
two days, placing the mizture ina percolator, returning the fluid that
filtors through until it comes away elear, displacing with an additional
quantity of water till twelve ounces of infusion are obtained, then
making this into syrup with iwelve ounces of sugar. The dose of this
may vary from a single drop to a teaspoonful.

Fluid Extract.—Pharmaceutists assevt that this preparation ean
be made in such o manner as to retain all the constituent elements of
the bark, and impart their full medicinal effects to the system, Stille,
Wood, Liee and King seem to have confidence in it. We might adopt
it as the officinal fluid preparation, becaunse Cerasus is one of those
remedies which will probably be found most useful in the lowest dilu-
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tiona, or mother preparation. The dose may vary from one drop to
one drachm,

Cerasin.—Thero is a powder sold under this name, and manufac-
tured by Keith & Co. For obvious reaséns it is highly recommended
by Dr. Coe, Tt is, however, a vile preparation, not as reliable as the
powdered bark, and besides, contains considerable chloride of soda,
All the effects said to be obtained from it can be obtained from the
dried bark.

[ would not be uundersteod as prohibiting the use of the tine-
tare, But if the tincture is used, the indieations for its use
should be based upon a proving or provings with tinctures. The
same may be said concerning the ¢rétwrations. From what we koow
of the chemical character of the bark, it is manifest that proviogs
made with the tincture would be no guide to the administration of the
infusion, syrup or fluid extract ; ang_pe?‘ contra, provings made with
the latter preparations would give no reliable indications for the use
of the tinetures or triturations,

In the list of analogwes above I have specified those remedies
which appear to be allied to the tinctures, and those related to the
infusion, ete.]

Mepicar Historv.-—The older authors all ignore any special men-
tion of the (Jerasus. They content themselves with placing it in the
game catagory with the Pruous virginiana, with the remark that its
medicinal powers are essentially the same. The only writers who do
make special mention are Dr. Hollemback * Prof. of Materia Medica
in the Eelectic Medical College of Pennsylvania, and Dr, Coe,

Mepicar Errrcts.—Dr. Hollembaek says: * The properties and
therapeutic action of the Choke-cherry are not thoroughly understood.
It possesses tonie, astringent and anti-periodic properties, and should
be employed in form of decoction, syrup, or the active principles of
the bark. It is probable that further investigations will prove this
article to be a greater remedial agent than the Wild-cherry.”

Dr. Coe says it (i. e. Cerasus,) is “ tonic, anti-periodic, diaphoretic,
Jebrifuge, anti-spasmodic, and slightly astringent.”” This assertion
must be taken cum grame salls, In reviewing its virtues he reeom.-
mends it for the following affections :

Fevers,—* Tt supplies,” he says, “a necessity long felt by practi-
tioners of a substitute for Quinine. We do not offer it asa complete
substitute for Quinine, but as its equivalent in a majority of ocases,
and as a competent substitute when the latter is contra-indicated. n
our own practice we have not preseribed Quinine for the past two
years, (1) baving relied upon the Cerasin, in connection with appro-
priate ausiliary vemedies, iu the treatment of intermittent forms of
disease, and with invariable success.” (The Jtalics are my own.)

* Mat. Med., page 309.
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What his auzifiary measures are it may be interesting to know,
We can get some idea by quoting a ¢nse and its treatment from his
work :

“ The first case in practice,” he says, « in which we had occasion
to try, was of the double quotidian type, and of eighteen month’s dura-
tion. We premised our treatment by the exhibition of the following
powder :

R. Podophyllin, gr. j.

Gelsemin., gr. ss,

Asclepin, gr. ij.
iz,

“ This powder was administered in the evening, during the febrile
paroxysm, and the use of the Cerasin was commenced next morning,
in doses of about zez grains, repeated onee in three hours, and so con-
tinued for forty-eight hours longer. The dose’ was then diminished
to about fve grains, at which quantily it was continued for a few days
longer, and such was the sucecess of the treatment that mot 2 single
paroxysm of the disease was experienced from the time of taking the
first dose, and the patient remains well to the present time, some two
years having elapsed.” _

And this he calls a cure with Cerasin 7 As a clinical report rela-
ting to Cerasin it is entirely worthless. He did not wait to see what
the effect of his compound prescription would be. Rach ingredient
of the prescription is capable of curing a double-quotidian under cer-
tain circamstances. The Gelseminum, in particular, has cured many
such cases in my practice, and in that of other homoeopathista, There
is not the least foundation for the belief that Cerasin had anything
to do with the cure of this patient. Dr. Coe givesa case of * invete-
rate quotidian™ ague: The patient experienced severe pain in the
head upon the approach of every chill, together with irritability of
the stomach, nauwsea, griping pain in the bowels, and 2 wroublesome
diarrheea, The Cerasin accomplished a cure in three days.”

This ease would be of value if we could be sure that < auxziliary
measures” were not adopted as id the former case. He further
S4¥S :

“We have employed the Cerasin in many chronie cases with
entire suceess. We remember one case, a lady, who had been afRicted
with chills and fever eight months out of twelve, for four years. The
Cerasin, in connection with Podophyllin, effected a permanent cure.”
But which cured ? :

Dr. Coe asserts that he has found this medicine useful in * remit-
tent, typhoid and other fovers,” in the ¢ convalescing stages of acute
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diseases, and is mseful for giving tone to the stomach and bowels after
attacks of dysentery, diarrhwa and cholera infantum.”

Dyspepsia, with tendency to acidification of foed, In this con-
dition Dr. Coe says, *five to fen graing, administered in water, will
generally give prompt relief, and also in that distressing symptom
known as heartburn.

Spermatorrivea.—In this disorder it is recommended, but only
after Gelseminum has arrested the emissions, It is also claimed to
be useful in chronic coughs, general debility, night sweats, defective
cireulation, passive bsemorrhages, and even chronie herpes, and other
eruptions, also chorea, hysteria, convulsions, *indieating an anti-
spasmodic and anti-periodie.” "

Dr. Coe claims that his experience was goined with the use of the
concentrated principle, Cerasin. Granting that his elinical testi-
mony is reliable, it poves that in Cerasin are only a few of the con-
astituent principles of the Choke-cherry, namely : the so-called zonic
principle, the astringent, c¢te. The “ sedative” principle depending
on hydrocyanic acid, and probably other specific dynamic powers, are
lost in the preparation of the article. The alleged virtues of Cerasin
a3 an * anti-spasmodic” I consider a mere fancy. My expericnce In
its uee iz very limited. I once iried it in several cases of intermit-
tent but found it inert, even in large doses. The tincture would
doubtless fulfill all Dr. Coe's indications, if such indications, in the
absence of a proving, are of any value,

CHELONE GLABRA,

(Balmaony )

Anavosves.— Hydrastis, China, Leptandria, Helonias, Cornus,
Populus, Aletris, Aloes, Muriatic acid, and Phosphoric actd,

Boranicar Drescrirrion.—This plant, likewise known by the
names of Snakehead, Turtle-bloom, Twrtlchead, Salttalheun: weed, cte.,
is a_berbaceous plant, with a perennial root, and erect, somewhat
quadrangular, branching stems, from two to four feet high. The
leaves are opposite, smooth, oblong, lanceolate, acuminate, serrate,
short petioled, and of a dark shining green sbove. The fowers are
large, inodorous, terminal in a dense short spike, somewhat resem-
bling the head of a tortoise ; each flower sessile and furnished with
three ovate, acute and entire bracta. (bielia ringent, white, often
tinged with red or purple, ventricose, convex above, five lobed, two-
lipped, the lower lip bearded within. Calyz with five unequal imbri-
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cated segments, oblong and obtuse. Stamens didynamous, with
wooly anthers, and « short sterile, hairy filament. Owary ovate, with
long excert styles, bending downward.  Capsule oval, two-celled, two-
valved, with numerous small winged seeds, with membrapaceous
margins. .

Mepicar History.—This valuable medicinal plant is found in the
United States in  wet situations, and blossoms from July till late in
the autumu ; the flowers are large and ornamental, varying in color,
in the numerous varieties, from pure white to purplish, and resemble
in form the head of a spake or turtle, The lecaves are exceedingly
bitter, but inodorous, and communicate their propertics to both water
and alechol. )

Rafinesque, who first introduced the Chelone into the materia
medica, says there are sepen varietics, (not species,) which differ in
the form of the leaves and color of the flowers, but not in their wedi-
cinal effects. He quotes a Dr. Lawrence, of New Lebanon, to whom
he was indebted for information relative to its uses, Dr, L. got his
knowledge from the (ndians.

Prorermies ax Uses.—* Tonic, cathartic and anthelmintie.
Espeoially valuable i1 janndice and hepatic diseases, likewise for the
removal of worms, Ju: whick it may be used in powder or decoction,
internally, and also in injection.

Used as a tonic in small doses, dyspepsia, debility of the diges-
ive organs, and during convalescence from febrile and inflammatory
diseases. Hecommended in form of ointment as an application to
painful and inflamed tumors, irritable and painful uleers, inflamed
breasts, pites, ete. Dose of the powder one drachm ; of the tincture
one or two fluidrachms; of the decoction, ome or two more fluid
ounces.” {King.)

“ They are powerfully tonic, cathartic, bepatie, and anti-herpetic.
The whole plant is used, but strictly the leaves; they are extremely
bitter, one of the strongest of our bitters, without any aromatic smell,
and very little astringency. 1 Lnave analyzed and made many experi-
ments with them. ™Their tineture becomes black, and the use of it
dyes the urine of the same color. Tt contaims gallic-acid, a peculiar
resinous substance, soluble in water and aleohol, similar teo picrine
and aloes, of a black color and very bitter taste. It is useful in
many diseases, fevers, jaundice, hepatitis, eruptions of the skin. In
small doses it is laxative, but in full doses it purges the bile and
eleans the system of the morbid or superfluous bile, removing the
yellowness of the skin in jaundice and liver diseases.” (Rafinesque.)

* The Chelone is tonie, stomachic, laxative, anthelmintic, and
hepatic. * #* * Qune of the mildest, purest and most congenial
tonies and stomachic agents in the materia medica. Itis usuzlly
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acceptable to the stomach. Exceedingly valuable in anorexia, lan-
guid or atonic states of the digestive organs, * ¥ Tn'cases of con.
firined dyspepsia, especially if attended with torpidity of the bowels,
it answers an admirable purpose. #* ¥ Tn the convalescence of
acute diseases, as those of a febrile or inflammatory character, after
the excitement has subsided, and the functions of the different organs
are slowly recovering from an atonie state and returning to a normal
conditien, no article will be found superior to the Chelone in resto-
ring the tone and Jost energies of the organs.” (Scudder))

Dr. Scudder does not consider it a “cholagogue™ or an “alterant,”
but believes it cures hepatic and cutaneous diseases by virtue of its
“tonic’ properties,

Dr. Suith, (allopathic,} writing of its powers as a vermifuge, says:
#T think it has no superior, rarely failing to expel worms.” He
advises it to be given in infusion, followed by a purge. Other writers
speak of it, net only as a vermifuge, but as a prophylactic against
worms.

Dr. Coe writes: * Chelonin is of especial value in the treatment
of hepatic disorders. * %* In the cure of jaundice it isof eminent
service,”” He pronounces it a special tonic to the digestive organs,
and as curative in dyspepsia, constipation, debility and helminthiasis.

I have quoted freefy from non-homeopathic sources in order that
the physician may judge for himself whether the remedy is worthy a
proving or an empirical trial in practice.

RESUME. .

Although we have no pathogenesis of the Chelone, instances may
arise in which we may preseribe it with benefit. There are cases in
which the analogues mentioned above may, owing to some idiosyncrasy
of the patient, fail to act beneficially. In such cases we may empiri-
caily prescribe this remedy.

From the testimony above quoted it seems to be useful,

(@.) Iu debility, general or local; from loss of tone in the diges-
tive organs or liver, or from exhausting diseases. Tor these condi-
tions we are too prone to preseribe China in a routive war, without
comparing its special indications,® when Chelone or its congeners
would be better,

(6.} In jaundice, where it acts, probably not after the manner of
Mercury, Iris or Podophyllum, but as China, Leptaudria or Aloes
does,

() In helminthiasis, not as a special poison to the intestinal para,
sites, but by removing the disordered condition of the digestive
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organs, which brought them into existenee or activity. We find
China, Helonias, Ferrum, and Muriatic acid useful in just such cases.
If we wish to act upon the worms themselves, we must use Santonine
or Chenopodium in material doses, or if the symptoms correspond
the latter will cure in dynamic quantities,

) ADDENDA.

Dr. A. R. Ball,* writes as follows concerning the Chelone glabra:
« I bave used it in decoction and tincture, in large and small doses,
with great satisfaction to myself as well as to my patients. In the
so called Quinine-cachexia, in doses of from five to ten drops of the
tincture, three times a day, it has proved o be almsst a specific in
my hands, never having failed but onee in over twenty-five cases. I
have no hesitation in recommending this remedy to the profegsion, in
hopes that in abler hands it may beecome more useful.

In October, 1863, Dr. A. G. Garnsey, of Ill., sent me 2 specimen
of a plant, which heinformed me was much used by the country
prople as a remedy for intermittents, He stated that be had known
it to effect cures of severe and obstinate cases, which bad resisted
the rentedies of both schools, An ezamination of the plant proved
it to be the Chelone glabra. It is called by the people the * Quinine
plant,’” probably on account of its resemblance in taste and remedial
effects.

CHIMAPHILA UMBELLATA,

(Pipsissewa.)

Anavocurs.—Copavia, Erigeron, Eupal. purpurcum, Galium,
Hamamelis, Mitchella, Upa ursi.

Boraxicar Descriprion.—The Pipsissewa is a small evergreen
plant, with a perennial, creeping, yellowish root, (rhizoma,) which
gives rise to several simple, ereet, or semi-procumbent stems, from
four to eight inches in height, and ligncous at their hase. The leaves
are wedge-shaped, somewhat lanceolate, serrate, coriaceous, smooth,
of a shining sap-green color on their upper surface, paler beneath,
and supported on short footstallks, in irregular whorls, of which there
are usually two on the same stem. The fowers are disposed in a
small terminal corymb, and stand wpon vodding pednnecles. The
calyx is small and divided at its border into five teeth or segments,

- The corolla is composed of five roundish concave, spreading petals,
which are of a white color, tinged with red, and exhale an agrecable

* Amer. Hom. Observer, vol. 11, page 327,

13
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odor. The stamens are ten, with filaments shorter than the petals,
and with large nodding bifurcated, purple anthers. The germ is glo-
bular and depressed, supporting a thick and apparently sessile stigma,
the style being short and inversed in the germ. The seeds are nume-
rous, linear, chaffy, and enclosed in a roundish, depressed, five celled,
fire valved calyx, haviog the persistent calyx at the base,
~ This humble but beautiful evergreen is a native of the northern
latitudes of America, Korope avd Asia. Itis found in all parts of
the United States, and extends even to the Pacific ocean. It grows
under the shade of woods, and prefers 2 loose sandy soil, enriched by
decaying leaves. The flowers appear in June and July. All parts
of the plant are cudowed with active properties. The leaves and
stems only are kept in the shops. The plant should be gathered in
July, and the homeeopathie pharmaceutist should prepare his tincture
from the leaves, stems and roots. When fresh and bruised the plant
exhales a peeuliar odor, The taste of the leaves is pleasantly bitter,
_astringent dnd sweetish, that of the stems and root unites with these
-qualities 2 considerable degree of pungency. Doiling water extracts
-tke active properties of the plant, which are also imparted to aleohol.
The constituents, so far as ascertained, are “ bitter extractive, tan-
-nin, resin, gun, lignin, aond salive matters.”” The peculiar active
principle has not yet been perfectly izolated, though it probably exists
in the substance called bitter extractive, A preparation called Chim-
~aphillin is sold as the active prineiple, but cannot be considered as

such, mueh less can it be said to contain all the medicival preperties
-of the plant,

The “ saline matters” probably consist of sulphur, the phosphates,
cte., cach of which are powerful curative agents. King says the
plans contains “au aerid and volatile prineiple, and saline substances,”
This volatile prineiple may eseape the chemist, and thus, will be lost
-one of its ewrative principles. The great reputation which this plant
has in chronic scrofulous affections may he due to the existenee of
:anti-psoric constituents residing in it.  (See remarks on Rumex
crispus.) ‘ o
This plant s known by various comion names besides the Pipsis-
sews, Suéa as Wintergreen, Qround Holly, Prince’s Pine, !‘img-cm:,
ete. Rafinesque calls it Psisera, and says the French in g&? a
designate it as Paigoe, and herbeca pa[slse:} z':ahr; genuine name is from
k words, meaning winter and & friend. ) ]
e T.g}r:lree%himaph’ila macu{gam is the only other species of this genus
found in the United States, to which 1t ts ext_:lqswe_ly md'.genouha
The C. maculata, or spotted wintergreen, 18 d_lstmgmshgd from tl e
. umbellata in the obaracter of its leaves chiefly.” It is a smaller
plant, only three to six inches high. It has but one to five ﬂowlezs.
(the C. umbellata has four to five.) The leaves arc lanceolate,
rounded at the base, where they arc. broader than near the summit,
and of a deep olive-green color, vetned with greenish white. (The
leaves of the C.umbellata are broader near the summit, gradually
narrowing to the base, and of 2 uniform shining green.) In drying
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with exposure to the light, the color fades very much, though it still
retains a greenish lme,

The C. maculata is said by allopathic and eclectic writers to
possess identical or very similar properties to the C.umbellata, Ttis
poteworthy that while these writers consider the latter the officinal
plant, the “botanies” give that position to the former, or American
species, Rafinesque does this, and gives a cut of the C. maculata,
Howard, Beach and Smith do the same. The first named, bowever,
deseribes the C. nmbellata, while his eut represents the former.
Rafinesque says “ both species have the same properties,” and “ the
(). maculata has bzen found almost equal to the C. umbellata.”
Schoepf states that the C. maculata is used in intermittents in Penn-
sylvania.

It is plain from the statements and opinions of all American wri-
ters that the two species are used indiscriminately. TFrom an exam-
ination of the plant sold in the shops I am satisfied that the two are
gothered and mixed, and it is more than probable that all the tine-
ture now in use is made from a mixture of both species. I hoped to
be able to present in this edition a proving of each species, but I was
not able to procure the plant unmixed, or any tincture from one spe-
cies exclasively, I hope some of my colleagues will ecllect and
prove, and use the €. maculata, or hoth separately, in order that we
may know their differential qualities.

OFFIoNAL Pnzmnﬂroms.—(l.) Tincture of the whole plant (29
Dilutions and triturations of the tineture. (3.} Infugion. [In some
cases it may he proper and more convenient to use an 1nf7151on,
especially in dropsy and urinary affections, Oune drachm of the plant
to a pint of hot water. A teaspoonful of this will be about equiva-
lens to a drop of the first dilution. The allopathic formula is one
ounce to two pints of water. Half of this is directed to be taken
each day. This quantlty is unnecessarily large if the plant is fresh.

Meoicar History.—In Europe the C. umbellata has heen largely
made use of in domestic and regular practice. In this country both
species were employed by the aborigines in various ecomplaints,
especially scrofuﬁt, rhevmatism and nepbritic affections. From their
hands they passed into those of the European settlers, and were
popular remedics before they were adopted by the profession. The
first written treatise on the remedy was the thesis of Dr. Mitchell,
published in the year 1803.% This was followed, (1814,) by the paper
of Dr, Somerville 4+ By this writer it was highly recommended as a
remedy in dropsy.

Gencral Properties.—Wood (Therapeutics, vol. 1, p. 138), saye:
“The fresh leaves®ruised and applied to the skin, are said to be
rubefacient and even vesicating. Internally they are mildly astrin-
gent and tonie, with the property of somewhat increasing the seere-
tion of urine, to which they probably impart some degree of remedial

* Medical Botany, 1828,
t London Medico-Chir. Trans.,vol. 5.
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power. Ttis, I think, scarcely doubtful that their peculiar active
principle, through which they stimulate the kidneys, passes off, either
unchanged or changed, with the urine.” < Pipsissiwa was much
employed by the aborigines of this country, to whom it owes the
name by which it is now generally designated. From the Indians
the medicine passed into popular use, whenee it was adopted by the
profession. Tt was used chiefly in serafula, rheumatism and afections
of the kidneys and wrinary passages. King says it is diuretie, tonic
alterative and astringent. Jones & Scudder decree it to be diuretie,
tonic, astringent, diaphoretic and alterative. Lee, Coe, and other
allopathic and eclectic writers entertain similar views.

General Therapeutic Effects,—It has been found curative in
chronic diseases, among which is serofula. Prof. Wood says: "“In
serofula itis, I think, a valuable remedy. The late Dr. Joseph Parish
used it very extensively in this affcction, and had great confidence in
its powers. I have myself been in the habit of employing it in cases
‘of external scrofula during the whole period of my practice, and have
found few remedies whieh have appeared to me more efficacious. #

# % Tt has seemed to me to exercise a favorably alterative influ-
ence in serofula, independently of its astringency and tonic power;
but it is extremely difficult to diseriminate, in affections of this kind,
between the course of nature and the effects of remedies, so that itis
proper to speak of the latter with sowe reserve. Fully aware of the
necessity of this caution, I am still of opinien, as the result of con-
siderable experience, that Pipsissiwa deserves to rank next to cod-liver
oil, and the preparations of Todine and Iron, in the treatment of serof-
ula. In order that its full effects may be obtained, it should be long
continued, with interruptions now and then should any considerable
degree of fever supervene (?). In cascs attended with uleers of an
indolent and flabby character, it may be used with ad vantage as a
wash.” These are the deliberate statements of owe of the best authors
in the allopathie school, and are entitled tosome weight. They should
stimulate us to make o thorough proving of this plant. It may become
a valuable anzi-psorde.  Other writers give their testimony in its favor
in serofula. Prof. Lee quotes Wood, expressing his *entire confi-
dence in the opinions so strongly set forth,” He has advised this
remedy for a long tiwe in the same class of cases, both in ecity and
country practice, and with marked suecess ;:  “Itisa tonic-nstringeny
of peculiar efficacy in the whole class of eachexia.” «In scrofula it
has proved ¢minently useful, and with some practitioners is held in
very high repute in the various forms of this disease, both before and
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after ulceration. Some have thonght it possessed of specific powers,
and hence it has acquired the title in some parts of the country, of
the  King's Cure.’ Dr. Justice of North Carolina, informs us that
he “ has known it to effect perfect cures in several obstinate cases of
serofula, without the aid of other means’™* Thiy last assertion which
I have italicized, is of great import to the homeopathic physician,
The 2rue test of a remedy in disease, 4s ils effects when given singly.
The Iilinois Homeeopathic Medical Association, and the Western
Tustitute of Homeeopathy, which held their sessions in Chicago this
year (1854), each appointed a Bureau of Provings. The Chimaphila
has been selected by this Bureau as a proper medicine to investigate
and cbtain its pathogenesis. I am sanguine that the profession will
gain & valuable remedy in the Pipsissiwa. (No proving has been
made.)

Fevers,— In several instances in which I have administered this
medicine, the following symptomng have been observed: About half
an hour afer each dose (of the st dil) a flushing of the cheeks, with
some general heat, and accelerated pulsc. Wood seems to imply a cau-
tion mnot to use the Pipsissiwa when fever is present. It may be
homeeopathic to some form of fever, probably those having a keciée
character. “ During tho revolutionary war it was used exieasively
by the army surgeons as a tonie and diaphoretic in typbus fever.”
(Lee) Prof. Mitchell relates many cases of intermittent fever effec-
tually cured by it.

Rhenmatism. — As a popular remedy in this disease, it has always
been in high repute. It is chiefly in chronic rheumatism that its
curative powers have been most noticed. A proving, however, is
necessary to show the particular variety for which it is indicated.

Special Effecis,—In the absence of any proving I shall not ven-
ture any theoretical suggestions as to its influence on special organs
and tissues, or portions of the body. I deem i} proper, however, to
note the large amount of testimony given by the allopathic and eclee-
tic schools, in favor of its speeific action upon, and curative influence
over disorders of the

Urinary Organs,—Dr. Wood says it has been chiefly uyed in
affections of the kidneys and urinary passages: * Its diurelic powers
have recommended it in dropsy. In cases of this disease attended
with debility, but little reliance can be placed upon its efficacy ; and
at best it should be used ouly as an adjuvant to other more powerful

* Jenes & Secudder™s Mat. Moed,
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diuretics.” Dr. Lee says: *“In Germany it has long been deemed
one of the beat remedies in abdominal and renal dropsies, increasing
the urinary secretion and the depurating function, We have employed
it to a considerable extent for many years, espeeially in the treatment
of dropsical affections, in broken-down eonstitutions and intemperate
subjects, and generally with manifest advantage. It has tended to
carry off the dropsical aceumulations, while at the same time it
imparted tone and viger to the digestive aystem, In albuminuria
also, its eflects have proved decidedly heneficial. It ranks with
Buchu, Uva Ursi and Pareira Brava, all tonies, and all exerting a
specific influence over the genito-urinary organs. Dr. Barton extols
it highly for its anti-lithic properties, and ranks it with the Uva Ursi.
It may, however, well be doubted, whether it has any speeific powers
of this kind,”” Dr. Coe says it is useful in dropsy, (especially asecitesy
gonorrhaa, strangury, gravel, and syphilis, when these affections are
attended with torpor and debility. ‘It exercises a speeific influence
overy the urinary apparatus, increasing the renal secretion, and at
the same time it is thought by some to lessen the quantity of lithie
acid, or lithates scereted. It is especially serviceable in chronie dis-
eases of the genito-urinary mucous membrane, as in chronie catarrhal
affections of the bladder; chronie nephritis, or urethritis, attended
with a purulent or profuse mucous discharge, It is also beneficial in
ealculous and prostatic affections ; diabetes; in the advanced stages
of albuminuria ; and in ether disorders of the urinary organs attended
with local debility. Ia atonic or passive dropsies it has becn found
useful.”* The last paragraph contains, in my opinion, the best
resunte of the curative properties of the Chimaphila, as regards its
action on the urinary organs. I believe o proving will establish its
hommopathicity to the affections named,

Dr, Somerville says: It generally inercases the secretion of
the urine, and retains its influence on the kidneys for some time. Iis
divretic action is often accompanied by decidedly tonic effeets.

Dr. Iris states that as a diuretic it possesses umgmestionable
merit, and like Uva-ursi, will frequently mitigate symptoms of gravel,
and strangury proceeding from other causes. He says lie has given
it with good resulis in hcmaturia, the effect of severe and long con-
tinued gonorrheeal inflammation,

Dr Chapman used it in chronic gleet, lencorrhea and diarrhawas,

I will now give my individual experience in the use of this remedy.
My attention was first called to it in a case which happened in the
early part of my practice, A young woman applied to me for a dis«

* Jones & Seudder’s Mat. Med.
t Paris Pharmacclogia, 11, 283,
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tressing dysuria which had troubled her for several weeks. BShe was
plethorie, hysterical, had disorders of the digestive organs, constipa-
tion, haemorrkoids, and scanty menses. The urine was scanty, but
was voided frequently, with much pain before, (pressing), during
(scalding, smarting) and after. (Vesical tenesmus) The urine was
high-colored and deposited a copious macous sediment. I gave her
Contharis, Copaiva, Sepia, Terebinthina and many other remedies,
which seemed indicated, for several weeks, but they only palliated
the difficulty. Cool hip baths, the wet bandage, mueilaginous drinks,
and Nux vomica, Sulphur and enemas for the constipation, etc., were
tried, without much effect, An c¢xamination of the vagina and uterus
was instituted, but elicited only a tenderuess of the anterior portion
of the vagina (bladder) and arethra, some prolapsus, and slight leu-
corrheea (uterine). At this juncture, an old nurse proposed the use
of the *“Prince’s Pine.” I assented, having no prejudice against the
plant, and hoping it might bencfit my suffering patient. A decoction
of the plant {of uncertain strength) was prepared, and a wine-glassful
administered three or four times 2 day. In a week I called to see
what the effects of the medicine had been. To my surprise, I was
informed that improvement hiad set in the next day after the remedy
was commenced, Not only was the dysuria nearly removed, but the
sediment had almost disappeared from the urine ; and, stranger still,
the constipation was cured, and the digestive organs were in a normal
condition. In two weeks she was as well as ever, The prompt cure
which the Chimaphila effected in this case led we fo use it in many
cases of gtrangury, catarrhal affections of the bladder, ete, andin
many instances I fowund it to act certainly. It failed in some cases,
probably because it was not truly indicated. I was once called in
counsel to a case of chronic renal and vesical affection, in which the
amount of sediment of a thick, ropy character, and a pink color (the
color was found to be owing to blood) was really enormous i amount.
The patient, & youog man, was debilitated, 2namie, dyspeptic, had
heetic fever and night sweats, and altogethier was in a bad condition.
Vario1s remedies, including China, Phosphoric acid, Cannabis, etc.,
Lad been given. Uva Ursi was tried with good results for a time,
At my suggestion the Chimaphila was used, a few drops of the fluid
exiract in a glazs of water, a spoonful every two hours. He improved
rapidly under its use, and in a few wecks was able to resume his usual
avocations. A relapse oecurred after six or eight months. He was
again benefitted by the medieine , since which time I have not heard
from the patient, It has one generally uniform effeet, namely : Zo
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cause mucous sediment to disappear fron the urine. I believe it will
be found curative in albuminaria, as well as catarrhal affections of
the urinary organs, In that distressing symptom, vesical tenesmus,
oceurring from prolapsus or retroversion, it is an excellent palliative,
before the ulerus is replaced ; and surative after that operation.

I have used it successfully in two casea of long lasting gleet.
Under its use the discharee disappeared, and the genmeral health
improved. I have noticed the following pathogenctic symptoms from
its nge :

Copious discharge of clear limpid urige.

Frequent and profuse urination.

Urging to urinate after voiding urine,

Pressing fulness in the region of the bladder.

Loose atool, three or four times a day.

It imparts a dark color to the urine, when taken in large doses.
This effect is probably due to the tannin it contains.

For the above symptoms, which are primary effects, 1 have found
the 6th attenuations most useful. In chronic disorders and catarrhal
affections of these orgauns, the lowest dilutions seems to act more bene-
ficially, I have not tried the kigh potencies.

Case illustrating its value in irritable bladder : —

A married lady, aged 84, had been troubled for many years with
prolapsus wteri, leucorrheea, ulceration of the neck, ete., but who is
now somewhat better of those difficulties, applied to me for the
relief of an ohstinate vesical irritability. er symptoms Were as
follows :

Frequent desire to urinate during the day. At night the urging
was g0 constant as to deprive her of all sleep. She had to get np and
urinate ag often as every hour. The urine was high colored, deposited
2 copious light-colored sediment (mucous), and there was considerable
smarting, burning and pricking pain during its emission, The quan-
tity of urine voided was not larger than normal. The patient was
constipated, an evacuation only every third day. Some tenderness
over the hypogastric region, She had a severe racking dry cough,
but no indication of pulmonary difficulty. The prolapsus was aggra-
vated by the cough.

April 2. Toserted an TYndia rubber inflatable pessary. This
relieved the prolapsus, and stopped the cough altogether, but the vesi-
cal irritation was not alleviated at the ond of five days.

April 8. Gave Cannabis 1st (4 pillz No. 5, dry,) every four Lours.
The effeet of this romedy was prompt in relieviog the irritation, and
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indirectly causing sleep. She declared it acted as a direct anodyne’
This improvement continued for five days, when the medicine ceased
to give any relief, and she grew worse than before.

April 18, Gave Chimaphila first decimal dilution, ten drops in a
spoonful of water, every four hours, For several days no effect was
noticeable, except a fushing of the cheeks for about twenty minutes
after each dose. On the fourth night, however, she was able to sleep
all night, and next day she noticed that the nsnal copious sediment
was nofably lessened, and the dysuria and frequent urging rapidly
gave way. The bowels began to act regularly ; the tenderness of the
bladder disappeared, and at this date, April 20th, she is more com-
fortable than for many mmonths previously.

Several things relating to the action of this remedy are worthy of
note : ) _

1, The pathogenetic symptoms mentioned above.

2, Its power in relieving dysuria.

3. Its influence in lessening the sediment (there was an evident
vesical eatarrh.)

4. Tts curative action in constipation.

Dr. Kendall, of Il1,, writes me that Lhe bas been very successful
in the treatment of urinary difficulties with the Chimaphila. Oune
case in particular seemed to him of value. An old gentleman, 2 suf-
ferer for many years with the « gravel,” so called by his physicians,
applied for relief from the foilowing symptoms : * Exeessive itching
and painful irritation of the urethra. from the end of the penis to the
neck of ‘the bladder ; sensation of swelling in the perineum, as if in
sitting d9wn a ball was prcssing against it; frequent desire to urin-
ate, with scanty urine, containing e very large quantity of maco-
purulent sediment, nearly one-third in bulk of the quantity voided !
This state of things had continued for many moonths unchanged.
After trying several remedies without benefit the first decimal dilution
of Chimaphila was prescribed, ¢ten drops four times a day. Improve-
ment set in immediately, and in 2 week the pain and irritation had
disappeared, and not a trace of the pus-like sediment was to be found
in the urine.

. This case confirms the statement which I gave in the first edition
of this work, namely : that one of its uniform eurative effects is to
cause the disappesrance of mucus {or purulent) sediment in the
urine,

Dr, Neidhard writes: * Ia the Anasarca and Ascites following a
very severe case of bilious intermitient fever, the patient was very
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much benefitted by Apoeynum cannabinum, so was alzo the jaundice,
but it was only sfter the strong tincture of Chimaphila umbellata (3
drops 3 times a day) was exhibited, that the urine began almost
instantly to flow. The asciles and the swelling of the legs entirely
disappeared.”

CIMICIFUGA RACEMOSA.

(Black Cohash.)

Axavogues.—Aconite, Asclepias tuberosa, Bryonia, Caulophyllum,
Colehicun, Cypripedinm, Gelseminum, Digitahs, Glonoine.

Boranroar Descrierion.—Stem simple, herbaceouns, smooth, from
four to eight feet high. Lraves five alternate,. one nearly radieal,
targe decompound, upper one bi-pinnate. Leaflets ovate-oblong, ses.
sile, opposite, incised and toothed, three to seven. Flowers monogyn-
ous, white, fotid, in long slender racemes. Sepals four or five,
caducous, white. Pefals stamea-likke, four to six, small. Stgmens
slender, white, about 100 to each flower, giniug the raceme the appear-
ance of 2 long slender plumo. Pistil one, with a broad stigma, Frug
a capsule, ovoid, dry, with one cell, containing nwmerous flat smooth
seeds, which are loosely packed horizonially in two rows. Lo the late
autumn and winter, any motion of the plant causes a rattling of the
seeds so much resembling the alarm of the rattlesnake as to cause
the hunter to start inveluntarily ; heoce its name of Rattle-roced given
by the couniry people. The rost cousists of a thick, irregular bent,
contorted body or caudex, from one-third of an inch fo an inch in
diameter, often several inches in length, furnished with many siepder
radicles, and rendered extramely rough and jagged in its appearance
by the remains of the stems of successive years. The eoloris exter-
nally dark brown, almost black, internally a yellowish white; the
odor is feeble and disagreeable, taste bitter, somewhat astringent,
leaving a slight zense of acrimony. It yields its virtues partially to
boiling water, and wholly to aleohol. The taste of the tincture
reminds one strongly of laudanum. The root is the part employed in
medicine ; it should be gathered early in the autumn aund dried in the
shade. The seeds may possess medicival properties, but have not
been tested,

This indigenous plant is very stately in appearance and is
found growing abundantly ‘in shady and rocky woods, on rich
grounds, from Maine to Michigan, and southward to Florida. The
Cimicifuga is the Macrotys racenmosa or Botrophys sarpentaria of Raf-
enesque; the Act@ racemosa of Linnzus, It 1s also known by the
vulgar names of Squaw-root, Black-snake-root, Rattle-weed, ete. The
genuine name is from the Latin einez, a bug, and frgo, to drive ; allu-
ding tu its offensive odor. The Siberian species, or Bugbane, is used
to drive away insects, There ave two other species in thi- enus
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namely : the . cordifolia, found in the mountains of North Carolina,
and the €. Americana, inhabiting the Alleghany mountains from
Georgia northward, These flower in August and September, and
have stems not exceeding four feet in height, Their medicinal proper-
ties have not been investigated.

Mepicar History.—This powerful medicinal plant was in use
among the Indians before the settlement of New England by the
whites. From the aborigines was gleaned much of the early knowl-
edge of ite virtues, They used it chiefly in rheumatic affections, and
the diseases of their women. It was early adopted into domestic
practice by the whites, and to some extent into regular practice. Its
use is identified with the rise of the * botanic” system of practice,
and afterwards the “ ecleetic” school of medicine, Stille® says it was
first introduced to the notice of the allopathic sehool by Dr. Garden,
of Wyliesburg, Virginia, in 1828, who stated that it was primarily in
common use as a popular remedy in many parts of the western
country,

It was first brought to the notice of the homewopathic school by
Dr. H. D, Paine, in the North American Journal, Vol. ITI, p. 207,
(1858). Dr. Paine published provings made by himself and several
other gentlemen, and which are incorporated, with later provings, into
the following pathegenests.

Orricivar Prepanations— (1) Tiocture of the root. (2.) Dilu.
tlons of the tincture. (3.} Triturations of ithe dried root, and of the
tineture. (4. Cimicifugin and the iriturations from that 2lkaloid,

(It is advisable that the obsolete names, * Macrotys" and ¢ Macro-
tin,” be dropped from our literature of this plant, in order that we
may have uniformity and correctoess in our nomenclature.|

TATIIOGENESIS,

The following pathogenesis, which is pretty complete, is made up
of the provings of Drs. Marey, H. M. Paine, Hill, Douglas, and
others. The provings were made with doses of the erade tincture,
the dilutions, (3d and 6th) and many of the sympiloms arc from its
poisonous effects, Altogether it is probably as relizble a proving as
any of our polyerests, and I predict that in a few years it will rank
as bigh in the estimation of our school as any remedy we possess. I
have taken pains to collect all the reliable clinical facts which have
appeared in the records of any sechool, in relation to its curative
action in disease. My own experiencc with it has been large.

General.—Feels vory tired. Nervous woeakness during the after-
noon. Great sensitiveness to the eold air, which seemed to penetrate
the system. Continual restlessness in the afterncon, desire to move
about, not knowing what to do or where to go, General feeling of

* Mat, Med, and Ther,, vol. 11, p. 452,
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illness ; weak, trembling, exhausted, sinking feeling, with slight nan-
sea, Easily fatigued, as afier great exertion. Miserable dejected
feeling. Tremors; so weak and trembling as not to be able to go out
or stady ; believes the condition to be but one remove from mania a
potu. Desire to lie down and close the eyes. General bruised feel- .
ing, as if sore. Sensation as from severs muscular exercise, especi-
ally in the small of the back. It effects the Zft side most. Feeling
which ooly those know who ¢ spree,” or wateh all night with the siek.
Boreness and stiffaess of the whole body, as after hard labor,

Crinicar. OBseERvaTioNs.-~No particular indications are proper
under this head. The general symptoms of a drug may be primary—
2¢ when the nervous system is profoundly impressed—and the local
affections, the result; or they may be secondary, as when particular
organs are affected, resulting in constitutional disturbance., I would
classify its general action as follows :

Mascular System.—One of its first of the series of primary
effects of this drug is to cause relazation of the muscular system ;
this leads directly to painful conditions of museles or myalgia,
Under this head are to be found the burning, cramping, stitching
pains which affect these structures. Cimicifuga is pre-emicently a
muscle-remedy. Henece its efficacy in myalgia and its varieties, ag
plearodynia, ete.

Lo myositis, or inflammation of the muscular tissue, it is generally
found curative.

In true muscular rheumatism the fever is the original coustitu-
tional disorder, and is due to the presence of an abnormal quantity
of lactic acid in the blood, the muscular pain and inflammation the
result of such condition.

In myositis, on the contrary, the fever is sympathetic, and the
inflammation of the muscle the original morbid state, and is generally
caused by over-exertion, nervous exhaustion, or a cold.

In the former Aconite and Bryonia are the best remedies, while
in the latter the Cimicifuga is specifically indieated, (or Cimiei-
fugin). Dr. Ludlam informs me that hé finds Cimicifugin 2d generally
curative in “ rhenmnatism affecting the belly of a musele.”

Cimicifugin in rheumatism of the sterno-cleido.mastotd and tra-
pezius museles.—E. Spencer, from exposure to eold, was atiacked with
* stiff neck.” Could not move the hand without producing great
pain. Treatment, Ars.*, Bry.*, one hour in alternation, using a lotion
of the Ars. with hot-waier cloths to the neck, continued for 12 hours
without much benefit, Gave four or five powders of Cimicifuga Lat
cent, trit., every hour. The following morning le felt quite relieved.
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Nervous System,—Wood classifies it with the “ Nervous Seda-
tives,” and L am inclined to think its primary action in pathogenetic
doses is in that direction. How it affects the nervous system is beyond
our knowledge. We know that it causes all those symptoms known
to the profession under the name of ** nervoua prostration,” and even
extreme conditions which resemble delirdusm tremens. This malady
is defined by Watson to consist essentially of a state of * nervous
irritation.” He thinks this is 23 good a name as any for a state which
we know exists, He contends thas the nervous system ean be érrita-
ted, as well as any organ in the body, Itis also proper to designate
certain conditions as states of “nervous exhaustion”—~¢ pervous
excitement.” Cimicifuga seems to cause all these states of the ner-
vous system. When given to a healthy person it canses first nervous
excitement, which soon leads to ¢rritation and finally exhaustion,
Some observers have the folly to state that « very large doses cause
no alarming effects.” I have seen not only alarming, but dangerous
effects arise from dram doses of the “fluid extract,” administered to
a girl by a betanic quack.

Nerves of Sensation.—It seems to exercise considerable control
over this system, independently of its action on the vascular system,
It cures many of those purely neuralgic pains to which females are
liable, Our provings show it to be capable of causing various aches
and pains of a similar character.

Dr. T. C. Miller agserts that « fifteen years’ observation and expe-
rience has proved this agent to be one of the most remarkabic in all dis-
eases of the ganglio-spinal system, particularly when the motor side
is excited, and yet in the whole, prevails as an atony in the museunlar
and nervous system.”

Nerves of Motion,—It causes “ nervous tremors”—with great
restlessness. (See general symptoms.} It seems to exert a peculiar
snd specific action upon some of the diseases of the nerves of motion,
especially in chorea. Nut only in that variety which arises from
rhewmatic irritation, but when arising from other causes. A great
number of cases of chorea treated suecessfully with this remedy
have been reported, a few of which we colleat.

Case [st. A boy aged 11, had had chorea for four months; one
side was affected, and in almost constunt motion, exeept when asleep ;
he had been under medical care all the time without avail. He then
took one teaspoonful of pulv. Cimicifuga root every morning for three

days, then omitted it three, then resumed it again until be had taken
it nine times. When he had takep siz doses he was almost well;
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when he had taken nine doses he was perfectly well, and remained so
for at least foar years.—[Dr. Young.]

Case 24. A girl sick with chorea for a month ; after taking three
doses she was very much improved ; sixz doses cured her entirely. It
cauged pricking all over every time it was taken,—[Ibid.]

Case 3d. A Jady, aged 1%, had chorea for two weeks ; her left side
was almost copstantly in motion; did ot prevent her sleeping; her
general health was perfectly good, and no cause could be detected.
she was dosed with Calomel, galap, Tartar emetic and Cream Tartar,
for seven days, when Dr. Young was startled, for he found that the
chorea had extended to the right side, and was tenfold aggravated,
Her arms, legs, head, face, tongue and every muscular part, was in
continual and irregular wotion ; she could with great difficulty speak
fntelligibly. The power of swallowing was lost to a great degree,
she could not walk one step, vor stand up without support, nor could
she sleep day or night on accoust of the constant twitching and jerk-
ing of the muscles. A teaspoonful of the powdered root of Cimici-
fuga was given three times a day : in five days she was much better,
could walk 800 or 400 yards, could speak and swallow as well as
ever; slept well at night; her legs had but little irregular motion,
her head was steady, and the muscles of her fave scarcely agitated ;
her arms werc more affected than any other part. In seven days
more she was quite well. It neither vemited, sweated, purged or
acted on her kidneys ; the only sensation she had was an uneasy sen-
sation, almost amounting to an ache, through all her limbs, after every
dose, and continuing three or four hours. Dr, Physic cured several
-¢ases with ten grain doses cvery two hours. Dr. Wood cured a case
after the failure of purgative and metallic tonics; alsoa case of peri-
odie convulsions connected with uterine disorder,

Case 4th. A girl aged nine, whose mental faculties were much
disordered, and who had lost nearly ali power over the left arm and
leg: bowels irregular, headache, and pain frequently shooting down
the Jeft arm., Was cured quickly.

A very intractable case was cured by Dr. Ofto. A girl
aged 18, chores with considerable pastric derangement, with
suppression of menses for five months. Five grains of the
pulv. root every three hours; no improvement for nearly a week,
then improved rapidly and was well in three weeks. Dr. Davis
says we ¢an no longer doubt its efficaey in chorea, in all cases arising
from uondue irritability or mobility of the nervous system, espeeially
when indaced by exposure to cold ; in short, when chorea arises from
a rhenmatie irritation of the motor nerves, and muscles, or of the
anterior column of the spinal marrew. In the various eclectie jour-
nals, there have been reported from time to time very many cures of
chorea with Cimicifuga. Tn some cases the powdercd root was
used, in others the tincture, resinoid (Cimicifugin), or the fluid extract,
According to my cxperience it is most useful when the disease occurs
in females, is aggravated at the menstrual periods, and seems to be
somechow eonnected with derangement of the generative functions.



CIMICIFUGA RACEMOSA. 207

"The first decimal of the pulv, root seems to act more promptly in these
cases, although the first decimal dilution is quite reliable. Physi-
cians are in duty bound to report their failures as well as their cures,
Thave given the Cimicifuga in sowme cases without deriving any benefit
from its use. Ope ease was 2 child about ten years of age. The
first symptom was a “ catching” of the lower limb, like the disease
called “spring-halt” in horses; afterwards came twitching of the
mouth, arms, fingers and feet. Cimicifuga 1st or 34 trit. did not
cause any improvement in ten days. Agaricus was tried a week ; but
Nux vomica 2d dil,, five drops three times a day arrested the malady.
A similar oase also resisted its action, probably because it wag not
strictly homoeeopathie, but when the citrate of Iron and Strychnis was
.given, a rapid recovery was the result. This last medicine was
selected beecanse of the anmmia which indicated Iron, and the pecu-
liaa spasmodic symptoms called for Nux vomica. Oue grain of the
first decimal was given three timea a day. Improvement immedi-
-ately set in, and continued until the recovery was complete—-about
four weeks,

Dr. Logan, of Canada, reports the following case of Choreq :

“ A young lad of 12 yemrs had heen exposed to cold and wet
‘weather, (reat heat of the skin, with efforescence resembling scar-
lating, The wusual symptoms of chérea were present: agitation of
the museles, with very great difficulty of articulation. Treatment :
Ars.?, Bell.?, relicved tbe redoess and heat of the skin, but the
-chorea atill continued as violent as before. Cimicifuga 45, Veratrum
viride -4, balf an hour in alternation until three or E)ur doses were
given. A slight agravation followed, when the medicine was omitted.
“The chorea ceased, and from that time returned onl partially, and
was promptly relieved by the same remedies. Some dcgility remained,
and edema of the joints, which were removed by Bry* and Ars.®.”

Fever.—Chilliness during the forenoon. (ccasional cold chill.
‘Coldness and chills, particularly of the arms and feet soon after walk-
ing. At 3 a. w0, the whole surface became cold. Slight cold perspi-
ration, and sensation as if it would become profuse, continuing for an
hour, accompanied by lancinating pain along the cartilages of the
false ribs, loft side, inereased by taking a long inspiration. Disposi-
tion to perspire at night for three weeks; irregular, usually three or
four times a week, oceurring about 3 4, a., commencing while asleep,
and disappearing a few minutes after wakiog, never profuse. During
the first week the surface was cold with the perspiration, but during
the last ten days the perspiration was accompanied by heat rather than
coldness; pulse too slow, every third or fourth pulsation intermitting.
In three-quarters of an hour increased heat of the face; slight ineli-
nation to sweat; pulse rather full, 90 in the minute, it being 80 hefore
taking the drug. In three-quartersof an hour after taking the second
dose, pulse weaker and very irregular, 80 in the minute. At the end
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of an hour puise 80 and drregeer. Pulse quick and weak. Inmorn.
ing pulse feeble, with weakness and trembling. Drowsiness, with
ereeping chills upon the back during the evening, followed by frequent
waking during the night, and desire to throw off the bed clothes,
although the thermometer was below zero.

Cumcar. OsservatioNs.—The febrile symptoms developed during
a proving of Cimicifuga are very slight, Careful observers have
almost uniformily found it to lessen the forece and frequency of the
pulse, at the same time soothing pain and allaying irritability, Dr,
Davis says it causes a depression of the pulse, which remains for a
"considerable time, Dr, Morey says : ““ Like many other drugs which
exercise a specific action upon the nervous system, the primary effect
of Cimicifuga, when given in small doses, is slightly stimulating to
both the nervousand vascular systems, causing a slight increase in the
force and frequeney of the pulse, and followed epeedily by a perman-
ent depression of the circulation. When administering it for mild
attacks of rheumatism, we have in several instances observed this
primary and secondary action. Amoong the secondary effects which
are slrongly marked, are diminished vervous irritability, and disposi-
tion to sleep.” In rhewmatic fever it is a valuable remedy. It will
sometimes act promptly in reducing the force of the pulse, and bring-
ing oo a healthy perspiration. Some severe acute attacks of inflam-
matory rheumatism have been cured with Cimicifugn in a very short
time. But it has been usually given in too large doses, by the dom-
inant school, (30 to 60 drops of the tiocture every two or four hours).
Such doses are useless and injurious, I have succeeded with five
drops of the first dilution, and rarely resort to the tincture. Five
drops every hour should he the mazimum dose,

In yelloie fever it is recommended by some writers. It would seem
to be gomewhat homeopathic to the severe and peculiar ¢ pains inthe
bones,” as sufferers term i, but probably bears no relation to the
real condition present. In nearly all fevers it may be indicated for
certain conditions which may arise. Thus in many fevers, the ner-
vous system, the brain, way and does become very irritable and irri-
tated, and a train of symptoms, such as will be found under the head
of “ Brain,” will arise. In such cases small doses will remove the
symptoms, and permit remedies more appropriate to the general con-
ditien, to act untrammelled. Althongh this remedy is to a certain
extent an analogue of Aconile, yet it does not seem to control febrile
diseases as promptly.

Dr. Wn. 8. Searle of Troy, in an article in Vol. TII. Proc. N. Y.
Hom. M=d. Soe., p. 360, entitled *Notes on the New Remedies,”
says of Cimicifuga racemosa:

“1 was led to employ this remedy empirically in my second case of
cerchro-spined disease, by the complete failure of every other remedy
to contrel the spasms, which etill continued after the inflammatory
symptoms had subsided. During three weeks they had reignmed
supreme in the most terific and varied forms. My patient, a lady of
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thirty years, and nervo-lymphatic in temperament, lay before me,
tormented day and night by alternate tonic and clonic spasms. All
food and drink were instantly rejected from the stomach, and both she
and her attendants declared that she did not get 2 moment’s sleep
during her entire illness. I should have regarded this case as one of
bysteria, had I not witnessed the preceding inflammation, which was
80 gevere as to render the left eye totally and permanently useless,
and had not the ablest counsel in our city agreed with my diagnosis.
My first case, too, which bad still] more strongly simulated hysteria,
bad resulted in sudden death, and the post-mortem had revealed our
sad mistake. This inclined me to be wary. But, to be brief, every
indicated remedy utterly fuiled, until, finally, inferring the sphere of
Cimicifaga from its power in chorea, I determined, in despair, to tr

it. To my astonishment and delight it at once subdued all spasmodic
action, and by its nse alone my patient entered ou a speedy convales-
cence. Careful study of the pathogenesis of this drug has sinee con-
vinced me of its peculiar relation to the disease. Let me premise,
however, what is too often overlooked, that we cannot expect to find
the more violent symptoms of any grave disease in a pathogenesis
made entirely of provings. Do not look, then, for an exact likeness
of cerebro.spinal meningitis, in the very brief sketch here given of s
very imperfeet pathogenesis.  If we shall find a correspondence some.
what close, with no conflicting symptoms, aud if experience shall
confirm our deductions, at the bed-side of the sick, we must for the
present be content. Now what are the known symptoms of Cimici-
fuga which point in the direction of this disease? Beginuing as
before with the head, we find a large variety, too large for repetition
here, but each and all evidencing its powerful influence over the
entire encephalon. It causes pain in every portion of the head,
chiefly in the vertex and occiput, extending often to the shoulders
and down the spine, accompanied by a delirium which perfectly sim.-
ulates mania @ potw. The pain 1s sometimes paroxysmal, and s
pressive, throbbing and aching, in its nature, attended by tremor and
illusions of vision. In these phenomena its analogy to Nux, Ignatia,
and the narcotics, is very striking; while the prostration and irrita-
bility of the cerchro-spinal nerves plainly points out its hommopathic
relation to the latter stage of the disease under consideration. The
intense throbbing pain, so frequently complained of by patients
suffering from this malady, and which is described as being like a ball
driven from the neck to the vertex with every throb of the heart, it
promptly relieves. IFew medicines canse such intense and persisient
peiu 1o the eye-balls. They are described as dull, aching and sore.
There is dilatation of the pupils and redness of the conjunctiva, with
inereased lacrymation. The tongue is swollen; sordes accumulate
on the teeth and the breath is offensive. The pharynx is dry, with
dysphagia and frequent inclination to swallow. The mucous mem-
brane of the favces is red and inflamed, with roughuness, hoarseness
and thirst, The pausen and vomiting it produces are evidently due
to cerebral irritation or inflammation. The severe pains in the abdo-

14
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men are also of a neuralgic character, since the stools are but little
affected, either in consistence or ecolor. The urine is pale and
inereased in quality, as is common in hysteria and other states of
nervous depression conjoined with irritation. In the back we find
stiffness, pain of a drawing, iensive character, or dull, heavy and
aching. Weakness and trcmbling, spasmodie action of the muscles,
with many singular symptoms, which can be ascribed only to the ioflu.
ence of this drug upon the spinal cord. Bryonia, 3 remedy hitherto
much relied on in the treatment of epidemic meningitis, bears a close
analogy to Cimicifuga, but an accurate comparison between them, in
their bearings upon this disedse,will, I think,result in favor of the latter,
“Bryonia,” says Hale, “ does not cause theumatic neuralgic pains,while
Cimicifaga does, in an eminent degree. DBryonia hasno influence over
reflex mervous pains, eromps, &e., while Cimicifuga controls many
such abnormal manifestations.”” Having thus traced the similarity
between the action of these remedies an% the disease in question, the
discussion might perhaps be profitably relinquished here, but in con-
firmation of their theoretical value in ¢erebro-spinal inflammation, let
me add a brief account of my ezperience in its treatment.

“ My first case, mentioned incidentally above, waa so obscure inits
development as to be mistaken by myself and my colleagues for hys-
teria. The patiens was 2 maiden lad);r of forty years, and of nervous
temperament. For a long time she had suffered from scrofulous dis-
ease of the cervieal vertebrse; but this attack was sudden and
marked by violent fever and inflammation. Exeruciating pain in the
whole bead and spine were almost the only symptoms. No spasms of
any kind appeared. She was freated with the ordinary polyerest
remedies recommended by Watson and Paine, but without sensible
relief; and after about ten days of acute suffering, death suddenly
closed the scene. Post-mortem ezaminatior revealed the most intenge
inflammation of the membranes of the brain and cord, with the usual
effusion of lymph. In the second case, fully deseribed ahove, the
inflammatory symptoms yielded readily to Aconite, Bryonia, Bella-
donna, &e., but the spasms were not cootrolled until Cimicifuga was
administered, when they vanisbed like mist. From that time I have
depended on this remedy, with (elseminum, and they have mever
disappointed me. A short account of two cases, in which these med-
icines alone were used, may be of intevest: '

« A young merchant, of vigorous constitution, was seized in August
last with diphtheria. Under the usual treatment this soon subsides,
but the persistent pains in the extremities and baek, quickly followed
by rigidity of the neck and pain in the oecipital regicn, together with
severc inflammatory symptoms, warned me of an ambushed enemy.
Gelseminum and Cimicifuga were at once administered in the form of
tincture. With the exception of slight convulsions of the upper
extremities, the only change in the case was the gradual subsidence
of the symptoms and restoration to health in two weeks from the first
outset of the disease. Partia] paralysis of the arms continued for
several months. On the tenth of January, after severe exposure, he



CIMICIFUGA RACEMORSA, coan

was again prostrated. Arriving during the chill, T ordered a hot
bath and gave five drops of the first decimal dilution of each remedy,
prepared In half glasses of water, one teaspoonful of each alternately
every fifteen minutes. After the expiration of three hours, violent
fever had set in, with excessive fever in the oeciput, neck and back;
dilatation of the pupils, with aching soreness of the eyes, and spas-
medic jerking of the arms. I replaced the medicines with ten drops
of the tincture of Cimicifugs and ten of the first decimal dilution of
Gelseminum. No new symptoms appeared and those present dimin-
ished rapidly, so that on the fifth day I discontinued attendance.

“ QOn the sizth of the present montk I was summoned to a feeble
woman of fifty years, She had been suddenly seized with severe
chills, nausea and vomiting, delirium and acute pain in the head,
ghooting down the spine, with rigidity of the muscles of the back.
The same remedies were again exhibited in a similar manner. At
the end of four hours the delirium had almost disappeared, together
with the disturbance of the stomach. After twenty-four hours all
the symptoms had vanished, except languor, with shooting pain dowa
the spine when rising in bed. The next day she was sitting up, and
was discharged. :

“ These cases are a fair sample of eight or ten which have occurred
in my practice. They were not, it is true, of the most desperate
class, but could they have been as quickly cured by the ordinary
medicines given in this disease ™

It has cured several cases of night sweats, when no organic dis-
ease was present.

§kin,—Eruptions of white pustules over the face and mneck
Sometimes large, red, papular,

Crinicat Osseevarions,—The above is a curative symptom,
although it has been recorded in some of our works asa pathogenetic,
80 far in our experiments we have failed to develop any skin symp-
toms. Itisindeed doubtful whether it is an eliminator like arseni-
cum, ot a cutaneous irritant like sulphur, Dr, Hill, in his Epitome,
highly recommends its use in small-pox, but his indications are not
based ou any relation it has to the eruptions, but to the peculiar pains,
etc., which sccompany the fever. Dr.%). 8. Smith, of Chicago, recom-
mends it very highly in variola and varioloid, and asserts that it deci-
dedly modifies the disease, preventing pitting, and even the develop-
ment of pustules. It may {prove usefel, indirectly, in some
exanthematous diseases. Thus: Urticaria often depends upon rheu-
matic irritation of internal organs ; some eruptions are excited by
menstrual derangements, Cimicifuga being homwmopathic to the exei-
ting caunses, will, by removing them, remove the cutaneous irritation.
Dr. Lee says, « it sometimes appears to have a specific action on the
skin, causing & sensation of prickling, itching and heat on the whole
gurface.” This may be (by its action on the terminal nerves) attended
sometimes by a slight eruption.

Sleep.—Very restless at night. Restless at night after three or
four hours of good sleep, Restlessness early in the morning, con-
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tinuing for a week. Disturbed, restless, unrefreshing sleep, from 3
to 5 4, m., with disposition to fold the arms over the head ; unpleas.
ant dreams of being in trouble, of being in a sad plight; somnolency.

Crinicar Osservations,.—The sleeplessness and nightly restless-
ness caused by this drug belong to ita power of causing nervous frri-
tation, In delirium a potu, sleeplessness is one of the most trouble-
some symptoms, one which the dominant school try to subdue with
enormeus doses of opium. Opium is sometimes homeeopathie to this
condition, also Cannabis iond., Coffea, Arsenicum, cte., but none more
g0 than Cimicifugs, unless it be Digitalis, which latter medicine is
just mow used with such success in delirium tremens. In typhoid
states, hysteria, and those couditions brought on by mental exeite-
ment and labor, we have to deal with insomnia of an obstinate char-
acter. In many of these instances this remedy will assist us in our
treatment of the difficulty. Thad given it in the eleeplessness of
children during teething, or when no apparent cause for the symp-
toms existed. A few pellets of the 3d, scemed to palliate as well as
Coffea.

Mind and Sensorium,—Not disposed to fix the attention on any
subject ; vertigo ; impaived vision ; dizziness ; dulloess in the head ;
vertigo; fullness and dull aching in the vertex ; ten minutes after
taking the third decimal dilution a sort of delirium, with an inclina-
tion to run over the subject on which he was reading. Miserable
dejected feeling ; mind dull and heavy. Foela grieved, troubled
with sighing ; next day a feeling of tremulous joy, with mirthfulness,
playfulness and clear intelleet. Considerable exhilaration. Pleas-
urable excitement, Cimiecifuga scon shows its action on the senso-
rium, when aduministered to sensitive persons. Dr. King made casual
mention in bis dispensatory, that this drug had ecaused symptoms
simulating delertum tremens. Lo get at the real history of such
action I wrote to Dr. King, who kindly favered me with the following
statement: * * <I did not pay that attention to the symptoms as
one of your school would bave done, but merely noticed them in the
ageregate, In the cases referred to I gave the tincture for the cure
of rheumatism, in ordinary doses of 20 to 30 drops, every hour, bat
finding the symptoms resulting therefrom to be similar to those of
delirium tremens, I omitted the medicine until they had disappeared,
and again admioistered it, but in smaller doses, and so continued
until T found that even two or three drops wounld be followed by the
game symptoms, and was therefore compelled to cease its use alto-
gether in such cases. I have nob met with this effect in but three
cases, and in the first one that occurred, so positive was I from the
symptoms of the patient, that his wife had allowed him the use of

*
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some liquor, that I came very near being discharged on accoant of
the scolding I administered to both the patientand his wife. In fact,
X did not believe in that case that the tincture produced the effects,
por until I met with the other cases. As near as I can rfbceollect
there was nausea, retching, dilated pupils, tremor of the limbs, inces-
sant talking aad changing from one sukject to another without any
order, though perfectly sensible when the attention was aroused by
any person addressing them or conversing with them, but soon
relapsing into their vagaries when not disturbed ; grest wakefulness,
imagining strange objects upon the bed, and in the room, as rats,
sheep, ete. Sometimes arousing from their jncoherent talkativeness
as if startled, aod inquiring regarding persons present: * Who is
that man?” “What does he want here ?” * Tell him to go home,”
etc. With quick, full pulse, a wild look of the eyes, and the peculiar
indescribable expression of face commounly observed among those
who labor under delirium tremens,” T ean corroborate Dr. King's
experience with the Cimicifuga. I once gave the tineture to a girl
who had dysmenorrhma. I ordered her to take one drop every two
hours during the premenitory stage, and when the pains, which were
intense, painful, like labor-pains, and extended to the hips, thighs
and ovarian regions had become severe, to take one drop every half
hour for six hours. When I saw her she had 7o pains, but said her
head feli “ strange and wild ;” her pupils were dilated, she talked
incoberently, and exclaimed that she saw rats, mice, and insects, on
the bed and on the floor and ceiling. She also complained of a roar-
4ng in the head which was very distressing.

Crmnicar OBsErvaTions.—In its effects on the sensorium, (brain)
Cimicifuga is analogous to Arsenicum, Belladonna, Hyoscyamus,
Opium, Stramonium, and a few other drugs, but it has important
points of dissimilarity which should be considered in the selection of
the drug. I treated several cases of delirium tremens with this
remedy. It seemed to remove the condition. When the symptoms
above wnarrated oeccur in typhoid or hysteric states, the Cimicifuga
will act beneficlally. A few drops of the 3d dilution in water every
hour seems the rost appropriate method of administration.

Dr. C. C. Bmith reports the following case: <« A gentleman
stepped into my office o few days since and stated that his wife
was expecting to be confined in about two weeks, and that she was
guffering greatly from nervousness as he expressed it; extremely
restless and apprehensive, totally mnable fo sleep at night; some
pausea occasionally, From this description, I sent by him some pow.
ders of sugar of milk, each containing one drop of the Cimicifuga
racemosa, 8d. In a few days she had taken these, at the rate of one
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every two hours, with the most eignal benefit, As her husband
expressed it, ‘the medicine worked like 2 charm."”
Head,—Heaviness and dullness of the head; slight fullness of
the head ; slight dull pain in the head; acute pain generally through
the head during the day, at times more severe on the left side ; slight
pain in the head in the ¢vening; remittent headache of long stand-
ing, more or less severe every day, but increased every second day;
dull pain deep in the forehead; dullness of the head and pain in the
forebead and oceiput; dall pain in the forchead in the afterncon ;
dull, boring pain in the forehead, over the left superciliary ridge,
continuing for two houre, from 10 a. m.; pain in the forehead and
occiput, with heaviness of the head after one hour; pain from the
eyes to the top of the head, which seemed as if the nerves were exci-
ted fo too much action, lasting three hours,—under large doses it
lagted six hours; pain over the eyes; pain over the left eye, extend.
ing along the base of the hrain to the occiput; slight pain in the
forehead ; dryness of the pharynx; aching in the eyes, apparently
between the eyeball and orbital plate of the frontal hone. At 10 ».
M,, occagional transient pain in the forehead, ever the right eye ; dull
pain in the head; fullness in the forehead, over the eyes; severe
pain in the head, particularly in the forehead over the right eye, and
extending to the temple and vertex with fullness, heat and throbbing,
and when going up stairs & sensation as if the top of the head would
fly off; fullneas in the vertex ; aching pain in the vertex and occiput
in paroxysms, at times quite severe, immediately after rising. Pain
in the vertex during the afternoon and evening ; sensation as if the
temples were compressed occasionally through the day; dull, heavy
headache, more in the left temple; slight pain in the left side of the
head ; aching pain in the head, particularly in the occiput, ezperi-
enced only while in-doors, relieved by the open air—it incereased dur-
ing the afternoon, and was quite severe in the evening; about 9 ». m.
it disappeared entirely, after a walk in the open air; constant dull
pain in the head, particularly in the occiput, and extending to the
vertex, during the forenoon and part of the afternoon. The pain in
the head is always relieved by open air; dull sensation through the
head, as though he had been on a “ spree” and was getting over its
effects. Brain feels too large for the cranivm; brain feels compressed.
Awoke at 2 o’clock a. ., with excraciating, though dull pain in the
forehead, extending to the temples, with ecoldness of forehead ; pain
in the eyeballs. Dull pain in the region of moral organs—a pressing
outward and upward, as if there was not room enough for the upper



CIMICIFUGA RACEMOSA, 215
: *

portion of the cerebrum, This pain was very oppressive and intol.
erable ; it began about five o’clock ». ., after taking. the second
dose, and continued unabated till morning, when it was relieved in
thirty minutes by 2 dose of Bryounia.

Crmieat Ospservarions.—There is no remedy in our Materia
Medica which so promptly and nniformly canges headache as the Cim.
icifuga, with the exception of Glonoine. It ishomeeopathic to a vari-
ety of headaches, particularly the nervous, rheamatie and menstrual.
It affects the brein in 2 manner similar to Digitalis, Some of its
symptoms resemble Nux vomica, Ignatia, Glonoine, Spigelia and Bel.

. ladonna, It bas cured a headache, with “ severe pain in the eyeballs,
extending into the forehead, and increased by the slightest movement
of the head or eyeballs,” also *dull pain in the oceipital regions,
with shooting pains down the back of the neck.”

Case 1st. A lady aged 35, has suffered from dyspepsiafor several
months, and for nine days. past from severe pain in the forehead over
the right eye, and extending to the temple and vertex, with fullness,
heat and throbbing, and when going up stairs a sensation as if the
top of the head would fly off l%oldness and chills, particularly of the
arms and feet ; faintness in the epigastrinm; pain and regurgitation
of food after eating. Cimicifuga first, three drops three times a day,
afforded prompt and permanent relief.—| Paine.}

Case 24, Mrs, W., aged 47, has not yet passed the eritical period,
and suffers from various neuralgic ppins incident to that time. Now
suffers from severe pains in the head, particularly in the forehead
and eyeballs. Cimicifugs secoud afforded prompt relief in a few
hours, '

Case 3d. Dull pain in the head ; fullness in the forehead and eyes;
pain in the eyeballs, inereased secretion of tears; fluent watery
coryza; frequent soeezing ; soremess of the throat; cough at night,
cansed by tickling in throat—cured in two days by Cimicifuga 2,—
(Dr. Paine). This is a well marked case of catarrhal headache, I
have found it useful in similar cases. Dr.B. L. Hill states that the
paing in the head caused by Cimiocifuga are all from within outwards.
It is particularly useful in headaches of delicate, nervous and hysteri-
cal females, when the lLeadaches. occur at or near the menstrual
perinds, during pregnancy, and at the change of life. (Sabina) It
is useful in the headachey of drunkards, oecurring after a debauch;
in the headaches of students and literary men, after mental labor,
and that peculiar heaviness, dullness and gloominess which results
from want of sleep, (Nux) Children, during teething, or in the
course of many diseases, frequently show symptoms of irritation of
the brain. This is denoted by peevishness, wakefulness, flushed
face, injected eyes, etc. In such cases eclectics claim the
Cimicifuga has 2 calming influence, and prevents cerebral congestion,
Spasms, ete,

Eyes.—Aching of the eyes, at 10 4. m  Hoaviness of the eyes,

as if caused by cold. Dull pain in both eyeballs, Iain in both eye
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balls, Painin the centre of the eyeballs, and also sensation as if
pain were situated between the eyeball and the orbital plate of the
frontal bone, in the morning on rising, eontinuing all day, but not
severe as in the morning; aching pain in the centre of both eyehalls,
rarely in one alope, continuing for three weeks after discontinuing the
drug; aching pain in both eyeballs through the day ; aching in the
eyeballs in the evening; on going up stairs, eyeballs painful for a
ghort time ; pain in the eyeballs; increased seeretion of tears; pain
in the eyeballs, in the left more than in the right, and semsation as if
they were enlarged—most severe in the worning ; severe aching pain
in the right eyeball, and across the forehead, accompanied with nau-
gea. Pain extending from the right eyeball through to the right side
of the occiput, slightly affecting the ear at night. Stinging in the
eyelid ; stinging in the eyelids an hour after taking the drug ; sting-
ing in the eyelids ; dullness and heaviness of the head and eyes, as if
produced by cold; inflammation of both eyelids; sensation of swel-
ling of right eyelid, with heat as if inflamed, after four hours, Pain
in the right eyelid when closing it, in the afiternoon. (The above is
from Marey's proving.) Redness of face and eyes; eyes foel agif
swollen ; black specks before the eyes, Myopia inereased. During
the headache the eyes were so congested as to attract the attention of
every one, although there was no disagreeable feelingin them., (Hill's
proving.). .

Cuinicar OpsErvaTions.—TFew medicines cause such intense and
persistent pains in the eyedalls. The pains are principally aching.
(Bell., Digit., Mere., Hepar., Cupr., Crocus:, Cpecg The pains cansed
by this drug simulate rheumazic and reuralgic affections of the eyes.
It will probably be found useful in * ocular hyper-wsthesia”-—a con-
dition of irritation and over-semsitiveness of the optic nerves, It
appears to affect the eyes in a manner somewhat similar to Spigelia,
in causing intense pains in the eyeballs. A young lady aged 24, of
light complexion, had suffered for several weeks from ophthalmia,
pain in the eyeballs—a sensation as if they were e¢nlarged—most
gavere in the morning ; prickling in the inner canthus, aggravated by
reading; inflammation of the eyelids ; slight secretion of mueus early
in the morning ; sore throat; reading causes headache., Cimicifuga
first, three drops, three times a day, cotirely removed all the pains in
the eyeballs and head. (Paine.) It seems to be indicated in Amauro.
sis, but we have no clinical experience in this disease, Dr. King
(eclectic) says, **In doses of one dram of the tincture every hour, it

has effected thorough cures of ophthalmia conjunctiva, without the sid
of any local application *

Dr. Miller (eclectic) says: “ In three cases of amaurosis I cured
two with the black echosh; the other case was successfully treated
with Conium. Four cases of amdlyopia, two were cured by the
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black cohosh, the other two were not benefitted by it, but one was
cured by Stramonium, the other by the Valerianate of Zine, (4 grs. §
times a day). All cases had been treated by other physicians.”

If Dr. Milier had been 2 homeopathist he would have given the
symptoms of each case, and by this means would have heen estab-
lished positive indications for the use of each medicine. As it is, the
matter is left in empirical uncertainty. :

One of the above symptoms, namely: ** black specks hefore tho
eyes,” indicates it in amaurosis. Cimicifuga has cured * double-
vision,” which is often an amaarotic symptom.

Nose.—Stinging sensation in the nose in the evening ; obstruction
of the left nostril, in the evening; inelination to sneeze twice in the
afternoon ; sneezing ; headache ; sneezing several times, at 10 a. m. ;
frequent sneezing and fluent coryza during the day. TFluent coryza;
fluent coryza of whitish mucus during the day ; eonstantcoryza during
the day ; abundant watery coryza; copious coryza; copious coryza
during the fosenoon; fluent coryza ; aching and soreness in the nose
during the day. TFluent watery coryza ; frequent sneezing ; soreness
in the throat, causing difficulty in swallowing. Profuse coryza in the
forenoon ; aching pain in the head; pain in both eyeballs, many times
through the day. Very profuse greenish and slightly sanguineous
coryza, after rising ; fulness of the pharyex, and constant inclination
to swallow ; dullness of the head, and pain in the forchead and occi-
put; fluent coryza, more so than for many weeks, as if caused by
cold ; dryness of the pharyuz; socezing, at 4 r. s, (Payne’s prov-
ing). Stuffed condition of the nostrils, which was soon fellowed by
an open moist condition, with great seusitiveness to cold air, as if the
base of the brain were laid bare, and evéry inhalation of the brain
brought the cold air in contact with it, (This is exactly similar to
that produced by a sudden change of weather in wizter, from cold
dry to damp thawing, as by a south winrd which melts the snow.)
(Hill’s proving).

Cumvicay Oeservarions,—Some authors say that they have never
known it to produce a perceptible increase of any of the secrotions;
others again eay that it operates powerfully upon the secreting organs
aud absorbents, and that it is expectorant and diaphoretic. Irom the
above symptoms it would certainly seem to have a specific affinity for
the nasal mucous membrane, and causes a real catarrhal state. In
acute rheumatic-catarrhal attacks, with pains in the limbs, head, face,
eyeballs; chilliness, heat, and fluent watery coryza, it is certainly
indicated ; and in one epidemic influenza I found it wseful for such
conditions, also in the cough and sore throat by which it was accom
panied,

Face, Jaws and Tecth.—Severc pain in the left jaw. Heat on
ope side of the face, with lassitude all over. Very severe pains
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the face, more in under jaw, lower teeth, and articulations of lower
jaw. The pains in the bead and face constant, and very severe,
Pain in the right superior maxillary bone, and teeth.

Cuivicsr. OpservaTions,—The above are just such pains as are
nearly always present in catarrhal-rheurhatic attacks in the winter
and spricg. I once took five drops of the first decimal for similar
symptoms oceurring in myself. The one dose seemed to cut short
the attack, at least it mitigated the pain,

Mouth.,—Offensive breath; dryness and soreness of the lips;
dry lips ; small ulcer on the inner surface of the lowerlip. Unpleas-
ant taste in the mouth, aceumulation of thick mucus upon the teeth ;
spitting of thiek saliva which scemed to stiek to the mouth and throat,
and to be detached with difficulty, Mouth dry in the morning. Swel-
ling of the back part of the tongwe. Root of tongue and fauces
awollen. :

Crivicar OpsErvaTions.—In many cases of rheumatism, the gums
and buceal mucous membrane become swollen and tumefied. Ion such
cases this remedy may be found useful, used as a weak wash to the
inflamed surface.

‘Throat,—Dryness of the pharynx ; sneezing, at 4 P, u. ; dryness
of the pharyuz and ivelination to swallow, during the night; fulnesa
of the pbarynx and coustant inelination to swallow; soreness of the
throat when swallowing ; sensation of fulness high up in the throat,
with fulness in the vertex and stiffness of the neck; sensation of
rawness in the throat ; slight difficulty in swallowing ; hoarseness,
which increased towards night; constant unpleasant fulness in the
pharynz. Palate and uvula red and inflamed. Inflammation of the
uvula and palate, fifth day mnore severe than the day before ; copious
coryza. Hoarseness, roughness and scraping in the throat; rough-
ness and dryness of the throat, with thirst; dryness and soreness of
the throat on swallowing, and on pressure worse on the left side.

Oumvicar Osservations.—It has cured Chorea when aitended
with almost complete loss of the power of swallowing. In sore throat
and cynanche maligna, a decoetion of the root is recommended by
Dr, Barton. Dr, Marcy says it is an excellent remedy against dry-
ness of the throat, or a dry spotin the throat causing cough (Lache-
8is), also in dry coughs proceeding from irritation and tiekling at the
lower part of the larynx. In alate number of an allopathic jour-
nal, it is highly recommended by a Boston physician as anost exeel-
lent remedy in diphtheria, used in decoction as a gargle.

Appetite and Stomach.—Eructations tasting of the medicine ;
eructations and slight nauses, immediately. Pain and regurgitation
of food after eating, Tossof sppetite; no appetite for supper;
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repugnance. Nausea for fifteen minutes or half an hour after taking
the drug ; nausea with loathing, soon after the dose ; sense of inter-

al tremor in the stomach, after breakfast; sensation as if too much
food had been taken into the stomach ; acute darting pain in the epi-
gastrinm, after a light supper ; slight pain i the epigastrium, extend-
ing to the left hypochondrinm, with faintness and sensation of empti-
ness ; faintness in the epigastrium, with repugnance to food, which,
however, did wot prevent his partaking of 2 moderate breakfast;
faintness in the epigastrium, generally in the morning before eating,
perticularly if tho medieine had been taken over might, not prevent.
ing eating, which was followed by a semsation of repletion, as if too
much food had been taken; faintness of the epigastrium ; faintness
of the stomach; slight faintoess in the epigastrium during the fore-
noon ; faintness of the stomach two or three times, of short duration;
violent retching and vomiting, with pain in thehead. Ina “proving”

hich Dr. Hill reported to the N. A. Journal of Homoopathy, he
copies the above, with a few additions, and appropriates them to him-
self. The fact is, that proving (in vol. 7) is nearly all taken from Dr,
Paine’s originel proving. Hill and Douglas also state that in their
proving ‘all the stomach symptoms were produced on females, the
drug produeing no disturbance in the stomach of males.” Butin Dr,
Paine’s provings, men and women were alike affected with nausea
and vomiting. The statement of Dr. Hill, reiterated in his “epi-
tome,” is therefore unreliable. It was probably originally put forth
to favor the idea that Cimicifuga was specific to nearly all diseases of
women, morning sickness, ete.

Cuvicar Osservarions,—That Cimicifuga may cause sympathetic
nausea and vomiting, by iis irritating influcnce over the femals organs
of generation, I donot deny. Batitis by no means a specifie in
“ morning nausea” of pregnant women, If the uterine and general
symptoms correspond, the remedy may be found useful for that die-
tressing symptom. I have in afew cases found it useful, but no
more 5¢ than Nux vom., Ipecac., Puls., or Oxalate of Cerium. Like
its analogues— Digitalis, Belladonna, Opium, ete., this medicine may
cause vomiting through its irritating effect upon the brain. FPowerful
vomiting is often the first symptom of Meningitis, Hydrocephalus,
and other brain diseases, and the so called ** nervous sick-headaches,”
which are accompanied by severe vomiting, probably eonsist eventu.
ally of cerebral irritation. It is in this type of *sick headache”
that Cimicifuga is useful and #not in the headaches which proceed
from derangement of digestion. :

De.T.C. Miller* relates the case of o lady 28 years of are, who ** had
been treated by all the physiciaps within her reach for over a year,

* Journal of Materia Medics, vol. G, p. 9.



»

220 NEW REMEDIES.

and who labored for one day under a cardialgia, the next day under a
gevere vomiting. The alcobolic extract of Cimicifuga was given in
doses of two grains, (He does not say how often.) In twelve days
it arrested the disease. For two months, however, she was ordered
to take one grain four times daily. This wasin 1851 ; the disease
never returned. Where was the primary affection? Cardialgia was
only a symptom of diverse diseases.”

Abdomen,—Flatus; rambling in the lower part of the abdomen,
at 10 a. m.  Flatolence, causing a sensation of fulness in the abdo
men, rumbling of flatus below the umbilicas, at 10 . M. TFulness
and pressure in the lower part of the abdomen. Increased pressurs
in the lower part of the abdomen with some pain., Acute eutting
pain in the umbilical region, which, although acute, was not so severe
as to prevent attending to kis usual business, uninfluenced by eating,
and continuing during the afternoon; wandering painin the bowels,
slight pain in the left iliae region ; afterwards severe pains in the
bowels, mostly below the umbilicus, with weight and pain in lumbar
and saeral region; soreness of abdominal museles, om taking full
inspirations. Dull griping, twisting at the umbilieal region, more
towards the left. Pain in the left hypochondriae region, worse on
motion, and on taking a deep inspiration. Periodie colie, with ineli-
pation to bend forward, relieved after stool.

Crinioar Opservations.—There are three diseases of the abdo.
minal structures, in which this remedy may prove useful : (1) Rheu-
matism of the museunlar structures; (2.) Neuralgia ; (38.) Peritonitis,
especially puerperal; or (4.) Myal%ia, which is often mistaken for
peritonitis. I have found it useful in the first and second, but
have never used it in the thérd, nor have we any clinical experi-
ence of its use in that affection.

Dr. Miller says:—«1It is a good remedy in the non-inflam-
matory eolics and diarrheeas of children and adults, even in dysen.
tery, after the discharges of blood have left. Also in gastric fever,
when it partakes of a nervous character.”

Stool.—Evacuation regular and natural during the proving, but
for 2 mouth afterwards, alternate constipation and tendency to diar-
rheea ; disposition to diarrhea, in the evening; slight disposition to
diarrheea, after rising. Constipation; faeces hard and dry. Large
papescent stool, with general indisposition, Scanty diarrheea with
tenesmus. Copious papescent stool in the morning,

Cumvicar OsservaTions.—We heve no proof that this drag has
any laxative or cathartic effect. It cannot be homaopathic to abnor-
mal intestinal discharges, at least we have no clinical testimony to
that effect.

Urine.—Disposition to frequent urination. Increased flow of
urine. Inereased secretion of pale urine; retention of urine for
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eighteen hours, followed by frequent micturition. Profuse flow of
pale watery urine. Stitches in urethra in the morning.

Quinicar OBsERvaTIoNs.—The dominent school assert the Cimiei-
fuga to be a diuretic. It does increase the (uantity of urine, but
probably not from any influence it has over the kidneys.primarily.
All drugs which bring on depression of the nervous system, will
cause something akin to “nervous diabetes.” In hysterieal states,
and many forms of uterine disorder, we find this eondition: A pro-
fuse flow of watery urine, with nervous prostration; sinking sensation
at the stomach, chilliness, headache, over the eyes, @ the eyes; low-
pess of spirits, and sometimes aching pains in the limbs, With this
state of the system, it is supposed by physiologists, there occurs a
waste of phosphorus—which is elimivated by the kidneys in the form
of phosphates. Loss of phosphates indieates inmervation. Dr. Lee
gays: * In some instances it acts as a real hydragogue, increasing to
a considerable extent, the amount of urinary secretion; but, Ina
majority of cases, this result cannot be anticipated with any consid-
erable degree of confidence, We are rather disposed to regard it in
the light of a renal alterative; increasing generally the amount of
solids in the urine, without any great inerease in the amount of water.
To eliminate solid matters from the blood, whether lithates, phos-
phates, or animal matters, the cohosh, with the free use of diluents,
may rank among our wost efficient agents. Cimicifuga has a similar
action, over the renal organs, to Aconite, Asclepias syr., and Colehi-
cum, all of which increase the solid constituents of urine, This con-
dition is admirably met by the dilutions of the remedy. It may be
found useful in spasmodic retention of urine, from a cold, mental
emotion, or as a symptom of rhenmatism.

Genital Organs of Men,—Pain and retraction of the right aper-
matic cord ; drawing pain along the right spermatic cord; pain and
tenderness of the testicles.

Crvicar, OsservaTions.—1It is said to cure old standing eases of
gleet and spermatorrheca.

Genital Organs of Women,—Leucorrhoea ; menorrhagia; sup-
pression of the menses; feeling of heaviness; weight bearing down
in the uterine region, with feeling of heaviness and torpor of the
lower extremities ; appearances eight days before their time; labor
like pains during pregoancy; abortiom in the fourth, eighth and
twelfth weeks of pregnaney; cold chills and prickling seunsations
during the day in the mammse; prickling sensations in the breasts,

Cuimicar Onservations.—No remedy stands higher in the osti-
mation of the eclectic school for the treatment of of diseases peculiar
to women, than the Cimicifuga, and its concenirated principle—Cim-
icifugin, Ttis used by them in all uterine diseases, of the most
ogposite charaster. Dr. King, one of their highest authorities, says
(Amer, Eclec, Disp.) *itis useful in amenorrhea, dysmenorrhes,
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lencorrheea and other nterine affections. As a parius accelerator, it
may be substituted for Brgot. It brings on expulsive action of the
uterus speedily and powerfully.  After labor it will be found effectual
in allaying the general excitement of the nervous system and reliey-
ing after-pains.” In * King's Amer. Obsts.” he recommends it, in
addition, for menorrhagia, amenorrheea, prolapsus uteri, ete. “It
does not produce the powerful and continuous contractions of the
uterus which follow the use of Ergot, and, eonsequently, is not as
dangerous to the child, neither does it lessen the susceptibility of
the organ to subsequent doses, as is apt to be the case with Ergot;
it appears to excite the utcrus to a normal activity only.” Jones and
Scudder, in their * Mat. Med.,” reiterate the above recommendations.
The writings of that school are full of elinical experience relative to
the usefulness of this remedy in diseases of women. The homepo-
pathic school are beginning to realize the value of this agent in simi-
lar affections, and, although the pathogenesis which we have is mea.
gre, and the recorded symptoms of the drug, so far as relates to its
action on the reproductive organs, few in number, yet those who have
used it nuech, upon the incigicationa derived ez uso in mordts, are
enthusiastic in its praise. I will proceed to give what I conceive to
be its peculiar sphere of action, and point out the indications for its
use in the various affections arising from derangements of the organs
of generation. In umenorrhea, or delayed appearance of the menses
in young gitls, from deficient nervous cmergy in the ovaries, and
when the abnormal nervous influence is directed to other organs, giv-
ing rise to chorea, hysteria, nervous headaches, ete, the Cimicifuga
will restore the functions of the reproductive orgams to a normal
state. Should there be, at the same time with the above conditions,
a chlorotic state, Helonias or Ferrum should be alternated with this
remedy.

Dr. Williams¥ reports an interesting case of amenorrhea. The
menses was suppressed by a violent cold. Sizx months had elapsed
without their reappearance. The patient became pale, lips colorless
and skin sallow. At each time for the appearance of the menses the
following symptoms appeared : Kxzeessive pain in the head, back and
limbs; eyes injected, with dark circles around the lids. The same
continued two or three days, and passed off without any discharge.
Cimicifugin was preseribed, two grains of the 2d trituration three
times 2 day uniil the third day before the menstrual period, then the
same amount every two hours. The menses appeared the day before
the expected period. Ferrum et Strychnia <% was then preseribed,
and the patient bas been well and regular since, now several months.

In retarded menstruation, when Pulsatilla or Senecio are not indi-
cated, and when, at the usual menstrual period, the discharge does
not appear, but in its place comes a pressivo, heavy headache, melan-
choly, palpitation of the heart and other reflex symptoms,—in these
cases the Cimicifuga will restore the normal condition of the system
and causes a regular return of the menses,

* Medical Investigntor, vol. 11, p. 13,
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In suppression of the menses from a cold, mental emotions, and
febrile symptoms, when rheumatic painsin the limbs, or intense
headache, or uterine cramps, are present, this remedy will be found
very useful, In dysmencrrhea, the black snake root bas been used
successfully by all schools, The eclectics consider it a sort of pana-
ceea. Many of our own school speak highly of its value. Dr. Hill,
in his « JEpitome,” advises it in af cases, and in alternation with
Caulophyllum. It is not a general specific, yet will benefit a majority
of cases. It is most useful in rheumatic and neuralgic cases, but 18
often of benefit in congestive dysmenorrhea, when alternated with
Veratrum viride, or Belladonna. The best method of administration
in these diseases is to give Cimicifuga, first decimal or one hundredth,
three or four times a day during the inter-menstrual period, and every
bour or thirty minutes during the severity of the pain. The Cimiei-
fagin, seeond or third decimal trituration, will in some c¢ases zet more
satisfactorily than the tincture. Beveral of my colleagues have
reported cases of dysmenorrheea eured or very much relieved. Dr.
Ladlam thioks more highly of the Cimicifugin in the neuralgic type,
than of Caulophyllum. The latter is more indicated in cases compli-
cated with uterine spasms or general hysterical convulsions. Dr,
Williams sends me the record of two severe eases of dysmenorrheea,
probably of a rheumatie origin, which werc apparently cured under
the action of Cimicifugin first. I have treated many cases of difi-
cult and painful menstruation, arising from various causes, and while
in all there was improvement, in maoy the -morbid condition seemed
to be permanently removed. I consider the following symptoms as
indicating its use : Before the menses the peculiar headache, similar
to that caused by this medicine ; during the menses, aching in the
limbs, severe pain in the back, down the thighs and through the hips,
with heavy pressing down, labor-like pains, weeping mood, nervous-
ness, hyzterie spasms, cramps, tenderness of the hypogastric region,
scanty flow of coagulated blood, or profuse flow of the same character;
betroeen the menses debility, nervous erethism, neuralgie pains, tend-
ency to prolapsus, cte. ; in menerrhagia, when the gow is profuse,
but more of a passive character, dark, coagulated, and accompanied
by the above mentioned pains. The Cimieifuga does not primarily
cause heemorrhage, like Sabina, Erigeron or Crocus, but secondarily,
by impairing the tonicity and normal vitality of the uterus, In Zew-
corrhaa, the eclectics speak highly of its efficacy. The late Dr.
Morrow, to whom is mainty due the introduction of the remedy into
that practice, gained much celebrity by his treatment of leucorrhes,
with the internal and local use of the black cohosh. He gave it until

- it produced and kept up its peculiar action on the brain in a slight
degree ; a deecoction of the root was to be used as an injection every
day. Lencorrheea may be vaginal, cervical, or uterine. In the pres-
ent state of our knowledge of the aetion of the drag, we cannot
point out aceurately the partienlar form of leucorrheea for which it is
indicated, It may be bencficial in all varieties; the general symp-
toms of the patient must, to a great extent, be our guide. Dr. Hill
mentions a * lencorrh@a of long standing cured during a week's
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proviog,” and another case of *‘leucorrheea, and ehronie inflammation
and congestion of the uterus, cured during the proving, while no
other symptoms were observed on the provers until the disappear-
ance of the uterine disease.” Believing in the local, as well as gen-
eral action of a drug, I would advise it to be used both topically and
internally. The lower dilutions seem to act most beneficially. Tt is
now more than sizty years since it was claimed by Stearns, in the
American Herbal, to have an especial affinity for.the uterus, particu-
larly over the menstrual function, and Dr. Tully regards this claim
as well established by the expericuce of New Fugland practitioners.
As a parturifacient, it wos in general use among the Indians in the
early settlement of this comntry. Bigelow speaks of it as an active
agent in facilitating parturition ; and Tully says he hos known many
cases where it has produced abortion in preguant females, when pre-
seribed for a cough. The evidence on this head is far more fil] and
satisfactory than in regard to its emmenagogue properties. Prof.
Lee says: ‘It is believed to exert 2 specific inflence on the uter-
ine contractions, lasting longer than that of Ergot, and followed by
less torpor and greater susceptibility and capacity for action in the
uterns tﬂan before its employment. Its operation, also, is not attended
by that deleterious and stupefying influence on the footus which often
follows the administration of spurred rye.” Itis doubtful if the
Ergot acts medicinally upon the feetus at all, Tt is the continued,
unintermitiing pressure of the uterus upon the child, or the cord,
which causes the coma or asphyxia in the infant, before birth, * Af.
ter delivery, also, it has been extensively used for the purpose of
inducing firm uterine contraction, expelling the placenta, and check-
ing post-partem hgemorrhages. For this purpose a drachm of the
saturated aleoholic tincture should be given every half hour, or
oftencr, until the desired cffect is produced,” This knowledge of
the uterine-motor action of Cimicifuga should be appropriated by
homeeopathists. They are eapable of making mueh more valuable
usc of such knowledge than the adherents of other sehools of medi-
cine. The homaopathic school gladly avail themselves of the use of
Ergot, in slow and diffieult labors arising from an atonic condition of
the uterus, or perverted function. I cannot give my asseot to those
mythical relations of the effects of Secale third ov thirtieth, in cans-
ing uterine contractions when deficient during labor—the proof is
not sufficient. T consider the Cimicifuga, as well as Secale, Caulo-
phyllum and other drugs possessing similar powers, as heing seconda-
rify howmwopathic to conditions of uterine inertin. To explain:
The primary action of Hrgot in moderate medicinal doses is to cause
contractions, more or less persistent, of the musecular tissues of the
uterns, Under the continued action of the drug these contractions
will become more intense and firm, until, from over-stimulation, an
opposite condition or museular atony obtains. Now, this latter condi-
tion, with its accompanying symptoms, is a secondary effect of the
drug, as much due to pathogenetic action as was the primary. When,
in practice, we meet with similor conditions, 7. ¢, when the uterus,
after vain and powerful efforts, becomes exhausted, Ergot is the
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proper remedy, if the primary symptoms correspond with those of the
" drug, viz : persistent and unintermitting contractions, But if the
uterine atony be caused by Ergot, then that medicine will not answer
our purpose, and we must resort to Cimicifaga, Caulophyllum, Uva
ursi, or galvanism. Secondary states of uterine muscular atony may
be brought on by all the last named agents, and for this reason they
will all be found useful in similar morbid conditions, The dose which
should be used in auch cases should be as large as can be given with
safety to the patient, and just large enough to arouse the torpid mus-
cular tissue. My theory of dose, and which experience strongly sub-
stantiates, is, that for symptoms which simulate the primary effects of
the medicine selected as the remedy, minute doses should be admiun-
istered ; but larger doses for symptoms simulating its secondary
effects. In resorting to the Climicifuga, in atonie labors, we need not
give the massive doses of the eclectic school—doses which tend to
bring on secondary exhaustion. I have found five to ten drops of the
mother tincture, every fifteen or twenty minutes, to be amply suffici-
ent to bring back or arouse the deficient vitality of the uterus. But
there is an opposite condition of the uterus which sometimes obtaina
during labor, a state of liyper-exeitation, in which the normul uterine
contractions are spasmodic, painful and intensely powerful, but inter-
mitting, sometimes with cramps in the cxtremities, and a tendeney
to general convulsions. Here the Cimicifuga is primarily homeeo-
pathic, and a small quantity of the third or sixth attenuation will
suffice to restore the normal parturient action. This medicine will
be found useful after labor, in producing firm contraction of the
uterus, expelling the placenta, or checking post-partem hamorrhage.
But I think for this purpose the Secale is to be preferred, because of
its power to cause firmer and more persistent contraction. After-
pains are often readily relieved by small doses of Cimicifoga seeond
or third, or Cimieifugin third. 1 have nsed it with signal henefit in
those cases which seemed to be kept up by a neuralgie disposition, or
mental and nervous irritability, and the patient was sleepless, rest-
less, scositive and low spirited.

Suppression of the Lochia is treated snecessfully with this remedy,
When from a eold or mental emotion the discharge is arreated, nterine
spasms and eramps in the limbs sometimes oceur, aeccompanied with
headache, and even delirium. A case of this character which came
under my treatinent, was relieved in a few hours by Cimicifoga see-
ood trit.,, two grains every half bour. Warm fowentativna were
applied 1o the abdomen and vulva, as should always be the praetice
iu sach instances. It is useful to relieve those bearing.down pains,
indications of prolapsus, which women frequently suffer after severs
confinements. It is eminently homaopathic to a tendency to abortion.
It has eaused abortion in many instances, and is commonly resorted
to for that purpose by reckless women, and advised by siill more
reckless physicians. It has been used successfully in those instances
of “habitual abortien,”’ with the result of preventing the usu2l mis.
carriages iu the second and third months. But unless the general
symptoms correspond, Cavlophyllum, Sabina, Tanacetom or Helonias,

15
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will bave to be selected. When the chill, uterine pain, tenderness of
the hypogastric region, and flooding have already set in, and the loss
of the foetus becomes imminent, the Cimicifuga, in small doses, may
arrest the progress of the morbid process, provided the membrapes
have not become extensively detachbed. If the separated portion be
elight, and the patient be kept quiet, and the proper remedy given, 1
believe it possible to prevent a further separation. If all hope of
saving the feetus be abandoned, and the uterus is deficient in expulsive
power, then this medicine may be given, as recommended for uterine
atony in labors. But no physieian should rely alone upon medicinal
action in such eases. The placental foreeps and blunt hook should be
used early and efficiently, to effect the entire removal of the contents
of the uterus,

Dr. Shide* gives cases illustrating its value in threatened abor-
tion:

“ Case L. Mrs, G. H., mother of four children, had during preg
nancy to run through the whole eatalogue of ailments. The midwife
was called three or four times, and had to stay often two days; and
with beadache, vomiting, fainting fits, ctec., the last four months of
her time were filled up. This spring she came under my treatment.
1 gave her a drachm vial of Cimicifuga®, and told her whenever the
bearing-down pains were felf, to pour about ten drops into o tumbler
half full of water, and take a teaspoonful every five or ten minutes.
With an occasioval dose of Ipecac. this was all the treatment she
received. Her health was very good. She was on her feet up to the
lagt minute, and was delivered of a fine baby ; the labor lasting about
iwenty minutes, Her getting up was very good.

“ Case IL. Mrs. W., mother of eight children. Prolapsus uteri
for about five years, Was taken about the fourth month of her preg-
naney with false labor pains., Abortion was very likely to take place,
I gave her (Wmicifuga, with the same directions as above, One
morning, sitting at the breakfast table, she had such a violent attack
that she thought she should certainly miscarry. She had just time
and strength to reach the bed, about four steps off, and fell down.
Her daughter brought her the vial, she poured wiih trembling hands
about a half drachm of the tincture in a cup of water and drank it
out at once. To use her own ex};ression, she felt the pains ebbing
away. Lo ao hour she was entirely well, got up and walked about a
mile to a neighbor’s house, where I found her. About four weeks
after she had only one more and that a slight attack, whichk yielded to
a few doses of the remedy, run her full time without accident, and
was delivered of a healthy hoy.” .

In prolapsus uteri the Cimicifuga is recommended by 2ll eclectic
authors, But here, as in other diseases, it can be no geneval specific.
When the prolapsus is due to con%estion, general or cervical, cervical
lencorrheea, or comes on as a result of abortion, or getting up too soon
after confinement ; and when a deficient inmervation seems to lie at
the root of the difficulty, then this medicine will be found an exeel

* American Homeeopathic Observer.
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lent remedy. Dr. Morrow, who probably used this agent more than
any other physician in this country, was very successtul 1n the treat.
ment of prolapsus by its internal and local application. It already
stands high in the homaopathie school in the treatment of uterine
displacements. (Podophyllom, Canlophyllum, Helonias, and Ascle-
pias tub., will also be gound useful). In Ovarian diseases it will
undoubtedly be found valuable, A medicine which exercises. such
profound influence over the reproductive organs must of necessity
inflnence powerfully the ovaries. Dr. Cleveland recommends it for
Ovaritis, and spasm of the broad ligaments (in the latter affection
Caulopbyllum and Magnesia mur. are specifics). In drritadle uterus,
next to Platina, Sabina, Aconite or Caulophyllum, it will be found the
most useful remedy we possess. Some writers recognize a variety of
epilepsy, having its origin in uterine disorder—the epilepiic convul-
sion being due to reflex action. This form of epilepsy gemerally
occurs at or near the menstrual period. In such cases Cimicifuga
has effected cures. It has also broken up the tendemcy to hysterical
attacks occurring during the menses, also hysterical spasms due to
uterine displacements after the womb has been restored to its normal
position.

In puerperal mania 14 bag been found curative, Ia part 43,
Braithwaite’s Retrospect, Prof. Simpson reports a case of Puerperal
Hypochondriasis treated with tineture Cimicifuga. A lady, the
mother of several children, was twice tho subject of the most painfal
mental despondency a month or two after delivery, Oon one of these
occasions she was confined in London, and had the advice of several
eminent physicians ; but the discase took a ver{ long and tiresome
course, seeming to defy a1l remedies, and gradually and very slowly
terminated. On the last occasion on whieh the attack oceurred, this
patient was confined under my care here, and went home to England,
some weeks subsequently, perfectly well. She returned, however, in
about 2 month, to Edinburgh, in the lowest possible state of depres-
sion, a perfect picture of mental misery and unhappiness. I tried
many plans to raise her out of this dark and gloomy state. Al failed.
At last, faneying from some of her symptoms and complaints that
there might be a rheumatic element in the affection, I ordered her
fifty drops of tincture of Aectea, thrice a day. After taking one dose
gshe refused to continue it, as the drug had a faste so similar to Laud-
anum, and as all opiates made her worse. On being reassured that
there was no opiate in the medicine, she recommenced it, without any
faith, however, in the results, as she had in a great measure lost faith
io all medicinal means. YWhen I saw her next, some eight or ten
days afterwards, she was altered and changed in a marvelous degree,
but all for the better. On the third or fourth day, as she informed
me, the cloud of misery which had been darlening her existence sud-
denly began to dissolve and dispel, and in a day or two more she felt
perfectly herzelf again, in gaiety, spirits and emergy. But nothing
would induce her to give up the Actea for six or eight weeks longer ;
and the last time she passod through Edinburgh she told me that she
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kad prescribed her own remedy to more than ouc mclancholie subjeet
with nearly as great success as she had used it in her own case.”
The successful treatment of this case was rather a piece of Juck than
otherwise, [tis doubtful, first, whether there was any “rheumatic
element’’ in the casc at all ; and second, the medicine did pot cure
by anti-doting any * rheumatic element,” but by virtue of its power
of causing a similar state of the brain, and of inducing similar symp-
toms, This medicine has always had great repatation, not only as an
aceellerator in childbirth, but as a preventive of painful and difficult
labor. Wishing to test its value in these cases, Iphavc often given it
to ladies whose previous labors had been slow and difficalt, and gen-
erally with cxecellent results. It is best to begin three or four weeks
before the time of the expected confinement, and hdve the patient
take a few drops of the first or second decimal dilution, or trituration,
three times a day. During the last week the doses may be giver
every four hours, Que case will illustrate the success attending its
administration, as it is the type of many others. A lady, the mother
of three children, expressed great anxiety regarding her expected
confinement, She was in the eighth month of pregnaney. Her pre.
vious labors had been unusually severe, very tedious, painful, and
accompanied by fainting fits, cramps, agonizing pain, ete,, before the
birth, and flooding, syncope, and wany unpleasant symptoms after the
expulsion of the placenta, B8he took, for nearly threec weeks, about
ten drops of Cimicifuga first deec, dil, four times a day. ILabor came
on at the proper period, lasted enly six hours; was not painful vor
difficult ; there was no flooding, no fainting, and no cramps, and both
patient and friends were sgreeably surprised. She got up in nine
days, and had a better convalescence than ever before. If this rem.
edy was useful in this condition aione, it would still be invalaable to
the profession. The editor of the London Lancet writes: “ We are
disposed to admit the correctness of the observations of American
physicians who allege that it bas a peculiar action on the uterus, In
the irritable coudition of that organ, often observed in patients for
some time after menstruation bas ceased, or irregular when about to
cease, and marked by pain more or less periodical in the lumbar
region, Cimicifuga affords rapid relief. In neuralgic pains, often met
with in such patients, in other loealities, it is equally beneficial.
Females at the period of life we are speaking of, frequently suffer
from a distressing pain in the upper part of the head, recurring with

reater severity at night. These cases are very satisfactorily met by
tghis remedy. Paiusio the mammee, also, whether referable to uterine
disturbance or to pregnancy, are relieved by the (Cimicifuga very
speedily.”

Tn phlegmasia alba dolens T would advise it on theoretical grounds ;
not having used it in that disease. Some of the symptoms of the
drug simulate that disease very closely,

Larynx, —Hoarseness, after rising; hoarseness; unpleasant full-
ness in the pharyex ; constant inclination to cough, for half an hour,

caused by a tickling sensation in the larynx, at 74 r. M. An attempt
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to speak is followed by an inclination to cough ; slight dry cough four
or five times, produced by tiekling in the laryonx; hoarseness in the
evening; short dry cough, several times during the evening, caused
by tickling iu the larynx ; fluent coryza; cough, particularly at night,
caused by tickling in the throat; very troublesome, hacking cough, of
gome months’ standing.

Crivoar. Osservations.—The last two symptoms mentioned
above are marked * curative ” in one of the provings. In my expe.
rience it has been used beneficially for coughs. It is well knowu that
many laryogeal symptoms result from uterine irritation, The morbid
.excitation iz transmitted through the medium of reflex action. The
Cimicifuga is especially indicated in such cases, or when congh arises
during pregnancy, or from amenorrheea, ete, It is also useful in
those spasmedic actions of the larynx ocenrring in hysterical females.

Dr. R. C. McClelland, of Glade Mills, Pa., writea: ** At present
I am using the Cimicifuga racemosa in catarrhal coughs of chil-
dren, especially at night or when coming in out of the celd; where
the child means and groans, and tries to smother tho congh. It gives
instantaneous relief. I use tincture or 1st dilution in water,”

Chest.—The pain in the head continued for ten days, followed by
coryza, with sore throat and a gradual extension of the disease to the
bronchial mueous membrane ; dry, short and hacking cough, night
and day, continuing two weeks, which is uncommon, the prover not
having had a catarrh or cold for several years; acute pain in the right
lung, extending, from apex to base, about two inches to the right of
the sternum, aggravated by every inspiration, continuing for two
hours, and gradually diminishing in intensity until after retiring;
similar pain the next morning for half an hour, but much less severe ;
lancinating pain along the cartilages of the false ribs, left side,
increased by taking a long inapiration, soon after waking at three p. u.
The same pain, very severe and piercing, so as almost to prevent
inspiration for a short time, immediately after retiring, between ten
and eleven, r. m., and continuing for balf an hour; soreness of the
chest; cold chills and prickling sensations during the day, in the
{female) mamma ; prickling sensations in the breasts. Dr. Tully
says it causes cardiac palpitations, which, though transient and fugi-
tive, are often quite severe, with neuralgic pains through the chest.
In Drs. Hill and Douglas’ proving, we find—Stitches in the region of
the heart, or in the heart, and pain in the left side of the chest,

Crinicar. OpsErvations.—Dr. Lee says « the Cimicifugs bas been
found a useful remedy in certain chronie affections of the pulmonary
organs,” Dr, Garden, of Virginia, was the first writer who called the
attention of the profession to this article in this class of cases. Hav-
ing observed its utility in domestic practice, he was induced to resort
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to it in his own ease, which he considered one of “ gastro-hepatie, or
dyspeptic phthisis,”” though the physical signs are not given. The
principal symptoms were: a pulse of one hundred te one hundred
and twenty, harrassing cough, purulent expectoration, pain in the
right breast and side, hectic paroxysms, loss of flesh and strength,
frequent hamoptysis, and great derangement in the functions of the
stomach and liver. No other medicine was taken except the Cimiei-
fuga, and to this, aided by a suitable regimen, the cure, which was
completed within a few months, was wholly attributed. Other cases
of tuberculosis are given where striking benefit was derived from its
use, and where the disease was evidently arrested by it. Dr, Garden
uged it in his own and other cases in doses of “an ounce or two of
the tincture of the root once or twice a day. The tincture was pre-
pared with good rye whisky,” He considers its effect on the head as
the test of the extent to which it should be carried. Buch gross
abase of a valuable remedy is worse than foolish. Just in the same
manner does the dominant school advise Quinine to be given until it
affects the head uopleasantly. Bui it is as unnecessary in the one as
in the other. A few drops of the mother tincture, or lower dilutions,
frequently repeated, will have a better and more lasting effect. Dr.
Hildreth (allopathic) says : “In nearly every instance the pulse was
reduced to near the natural standard, the hectic symptoms disappeared,
and with it the cough and other signs of phthisis.,”” In acuie phthisis,
uncowplicated with much inflammation, Dr. H. states that he has
often seen the most prompt action from the decocticn, in throwing off
febrile excitement, or the hectic paroxysms, allaying cough, reducing
the rapidity and force of the pulse and inducing gentle perspiration ;
also, he has found it of the greatest benefit “in those intermittent
eongestions and inflanmations, so frequent in the sceond and third
stages of phthisis from atmospheric ezposure.”” Prof. Iee says,
“ there 13 every reason to place considerable confidence in Cimicifuga
in the early stages of tuberculosis, when there is a frequent hacking
eough and other signs of the malady, We have used it for many
years in such eases with much benefit, and have come to regard it a
possessing almost specific power in allaying pulmonic irritability, thus
abating couglt, while it proves invigorating to the digestive organs.
It speedily checks the diarrhewa and night sweats of phthisis.” Dr.
‘Wood thinks it proves useful in pulmonary complaints only by its
allaying irritation through its sedative properties, Prof. Chaprian
has ranked it nnder the head of expectorants, This is all old school
expericnce. But we have good reason, judging from our provings, to
expect much from this remedy in some pulmonary complaints. It
cures cough, pains in the chest, dyspneea, fever, night sweats, and
even diarrhea. My own experience with it in this elass of diseases
has not been extensive, yet I have cured some harrassing eoughs,
with pains in the chest, difficulty of respiration and general debility,
with the lower dilutions. In diseases of the lungs, brenehia, ete., it
ranks with Aconite, Bryonia, Arnica, and Veratrum viride.

In plewrodynia it has been used successfully in many cases. A stu-
dent came to me, complaining of a severe stitch between the sixth and
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seventh ribs of the right side. It had seized him suddenly and was

agovizingly intense. He stated that such attacks generally laid him

up several days. He had usually taken Bryonia for it. Cimicifugs,

ﬁrst decimal, ten drops every half hour, effected a cure in twenty-four
ours,

Dr. C. C. Smith* reports a case of pleurodynia: The patient
was a [ady, “The pain was seated in the right side, and so intense
was it the patient could not move at all without increasing the pain,
cauging her to ery out. She was lying upon her back pressing her
hand against the affected side ; breath somewhat short, slight cough,
no fever. Has had cold in the head for some weeks, but does not
cateh cold easily ; bears a good deal of exposure in bad weather with-
out interfering with her general health, which is good. Dr. Smith
prescribed Arnica 8d, no relief in twelve hours, Stopped the Arnica
and gave Bryonia 3d; took this latter remedy through the night, no
relief till morning, Cimicifuga was then given—zen drops of the
mother tincture in half a tumbler of water one teaspoonful to be
taken every half hour until better, then every hour. The next morn-
ing the patient left her bed sel/; improvement followed the first
dose of the remedy.”

“Iu a case of real pleurisy in left side, in a young lady, I made
up my mind to give the same drug a trial. Ten drops of the first
dee. dilution in half of a tumbler of water cured the case promptly
after a fow doses. Pain had lasted all day, with some fever, and
inability to take a full breath. 1 saw the patient in the evening, and
found her well the next morning.”

Since the publication of the first edition of this work I have
used the Cimicifuga racemosa very extensively in the treatment of
pleuredynia and rheumatism of the muscles of the chest. I can -
confidently assert that it is far superior in these affections to Arnics,
Bryonia or Nuxz vom. If fever is present I usually give Aconite
alternately with it. I have, however, relied on the Cimicifuga alone,
even if febrile symploms existed.

Dr. Inman asserts that in true pleuritis no pain is present, that
the sticking pain usually felt is in the intercostal museles. The proof
he adduces is quite conclusive. Therefore, while Acenite is indica-
ted for the plewritis, Cimicifuga is more appropriate for the pain.

Dr. Geo. Logan writes: “In consequence of imprudence after my
primary efforts at skating, I was attacked with a severa pain in the left
side between the fifth and sixth ribs ; it was so intense that the slightest
effort to elevate the ribs gave me the most intense pain. Treatment :
Acon. 30, 3d, Bry. 3d modified the severity of the pain, but did not
remove it after using them for 24 hours. Took Cimicifugin, 1st trit.,
every half hour until six powders were taken. After taking the fourth
one I experienced a slight frontal headache, which besame in one
hour very intense, after the remaining two were taken, so much so
that I could pot sit still, must move about the office. Anxziety, with
multiplicity of ideas ¢rowding the mind ; nauses, followed by severe

* American Homeopathist, Yol, L, p, 177,
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vomiting. The following morning I was quite free from the pleunro-
dynia. The primary symptoms of the drug in this case lefi e in
doubt as to its homoeopathicity, but having used it in a subsequent
attack, T am convinced thatit will prove of great service in this
disease.

In 2 second attack of plenrodynia. * Very acute pain in
the intercostal apace between the fifth and sixth ribs. Treatment:
Cimicifugin 1st cent, trit. Two powders removed the pain completely
and it has not returned sinee.”

Dr. Neidhard reports the followiog case: James O—-—, one of
the three months men, returned from the U, 8. camp on the Susque-
bannah with a bilious remitient fever and a serious affection of the
lungs. The symptoms were the following: Aching over eyes, pain
in the head, from right side to the occiput, also pain in the back of
the neck, with swelling and redness; yellow thick coated tongue ;
foul taste in mouth, with nausea; at first constipated, and afterwards
yellowish watery diarrheea, with purging ; difficulty of breathing, and
cough, with yellow expectoration ; chills in the morning at 10 o’clock,
lasting from two to three hours, followed by fever during the day,
with cold sweats ab night. From eating fruit he also had several
times a violent diarrhea, with bearing down pain and involuntary
discharges, also colduvess in the intestines all over ; obstructions of
the pores. Veratrum viride and Sanguinaria canadensis had but
indifferent effect on these symptoms, Of more service was Podo-
phyllum peliatum, but it was not until I preseribed Cimicifuga race-
niosa that the disease was entirely cured. A physical examination of
his lungs showed decided symptoms of phthisis, which were subse-
quently relieved by O1. Jec. aselli.

Dr. T. C. Miller, (eclectic), on the contrary, writes: * I must
deny all power of the Cimicifuga in phthisis tuberculosa. If a phy-
sician sets aside a careful use of the present dingmostic expedients,
he may then mistake another disease for this formidable and ineura-
ble one.” :

“Even in chronie bronchitis I observed no benefit. Sometimes I
found cases where the liver was affected, secondarily, in conscquence
of an affection of the spinal marrow, and the case presented to me an
external picture of phthisis pulmonaria, but auseultation and percus-
sion found the chest in a normal condition, except a nervous palpita-
tion of the heart and apparent induration of the liver. A careful
cxamination of the spine showed the primary seat of the disease.
Cimicifuga does not cure a primary disease of the liver, but some
secondary affection.””

“ We observe with some patients 2 very severc chronic cough
depending on nervous debility. There we find the black cohosh an
excelient remedy, unsurpasseg by any other agent. In someof these
cases which are of long standing, it requires Iron in alternation, as
the blood is already affected.”

For those obstinate pains ¢ the left side, which fomales 30 often

* Tilden's Jour. of Mat, Med., p. 10,
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complaiu of, this remedy is as nearly a specific as anything can be,
Dr. Simpsen (Obstetric memoirs, vol. 1, p. 27,) in o paper on the
diagnosis of uterine diseases, mentions those “sympathetic paing in
different and distant parts of the body,” which are really reflex paing
or neuralgias, caused by uterine irritation, Amoog these reflex pains
are—* pain in one or both mamme,” * pain under the left mamma
and upon the edges of the rib on that side,” * pains in the right
gide,” pain in some of the vertebra of the back, pain in the sacral
and lumbar regions, paing in the abdominal parietes, and pains in the
joints, extremities, head and face.” For all these reflex pains, when
dependent on uterine or ovarian disorder, there is no more useful
remedy than Cimicifuga. Bui it is peculiarly useful in the * pain
under the left mammse.” It occurs more commonly in unmarried
females, and is probably as frequent in cases of uterine affections, as
paiu in the shoulder is in hepatic affections, The paiu is sometimes
diffused along the side, bnt more usually it is limited to a small spot
not larger than a baif dollar. When it is wot severe it is not affected
by the act of respiration, bat in more severe cases it is increased by
deep ingpiration, and many a poor patient has been bled, blistered,
leeched, etc., over and over agaio, under the idea that it was an indi-
eation of pleuritic inflammation.” Dr. Simpson used the Cimicifuga
in some of these severe and obstinate cases, and the pain rapidly sub-
sided under its use,

Diseases of the Heart may he cured or greatly palliated by Cimi-
cifuga. The functional disorders of that organ, the palpitations,
irregular action, etc., dependent on rheumatic or uterie irritation,
are benefitted by this remedy. In cases simulating engina pectoris
I have found it useful. In one inastanee, the pain, or rather intense
anziety about the heart, with pain in the shoulder (]ef? and extend-
ing down the left arm, (the shoulder and upper arm feel ag if «* bound
to the side™)—all subsided under its action after taking three drops
three times a day for a week. It bas occasionally appeared since,
but promptly disappears after a single dose of Cimicifuga, In one
case of pericarditis following an attack of inflammatory rhenmatism,
Dr. Marcy observed exzcellent effects from the use of the third dilu-
tion, It is better than Digitalis in heart affections, for while it con-
trols abnormal action it invigorates the nervous system aud the gen.
eral condition of the patient. It does mot interfere with digestion as
does Digitalis.

Dr. L. Walker of Michigon, related to me an jnstance in which
the Cimicifuga effected rapid and permanent improvement in a case
of evident disease of the heart, probably of rheumatic origin. As mo
physical examination was made the exact mature of the condition is
not known. The history and symptoms of the case were as follows :
“Rev. Mr. W, aged 65, on the first of November, was attacked with
a severe chill, followed by high fever, nausea, pulse full, 90, intense
pain in the head, back, and extrewities, The pulse was zrregular,
but I was informed that it had been irregular in its acticn for twenty
years, dating from a severe illness at that time, said to be a “ fever.”
Two days afterwards he was better, fever subsided under the use of
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Gelseminum, 1st dilution, but there was some pain in the cardiac
region, with irregular but small pulse. Four days from the date of
attack I visited him and found him with but little fever, pulse very
irregular but small. The pain in the chest remained, and indicated
Bryonia, which was preseribed. The pnext day the pulse was very
irregular, now very rapid, then very slow, (like the pulse of Digitalis)
the beats of the heart were synchronous with the pulse, but were
lahored and oppressed. The patient could not lie except with the
head elevated, Dyspoawa ouly occurred when lying horizontally, He
appeared very weak and depressed in spirits, but resigned. Arseni-
eum seemed indieated, and was preseribed in the 8d trituration, in
water. This medicine was given until the next day—24 hours, at
which time no improvement had taken place, but rather the reverse,
At this juncture Dr. Jefiries was called in consultation, who gave the
opinion that the *abnormal action of the heart was preventing the
proper arierialization of the blood,” and gave an uwnfavorable progno-
gis. He advised that Aconite, Nux vom. and Gelsemioum (2d) be
given in alternation. These remedies were given for two days, with
no beneficial effect. I then gave Arsenicum again, and econtinued it
for several days, but still no imprevement. I then studied the symp-
toms of Digitalis and Spigelia, but could not decide to use them, and
the patient was slowly deelining into an apparent typhoid condition.
Ihad just been reading the “ New Provings,”” and the remarks relating
to the action of Climicifuga on the heart, bad impressed itself on my
mind. I determined to try its virtues in thiz case. It was therefore
prescribed—ten drops of the first decimal dilution was mixed with
half a glass of water, one teaspoonful every half hour for two hours,
and then every hour for three hours. At the expiration of this time
the pulse, which had not been improved by any other remedy, seemed
to have increased in volume and force. The medicine was continued
every two hours for twenty-four hours, when a decided improvement
in the pulse was noticed, and the patient ezpressed himself as feel-
ing better. There still remained great cardiac debility, any quick
movement, or rising from the recumbent or sitting posture, would
cause faintness and palpitation. The Cimicifuga was continued for
shout two weeks, with steady improvement in all the symptoms, or
until convalescence was established, The irregularity of the heart’s
action continucd, however, and probably will, as it was undoubiedly
due to some organic disease of that organ.” The action of Cimicifuga
in this case was evident, and we may safely place it among our most
valuable remedies in some diseases of the heart.

The following cose simulated angina pectoris:

A woman aged fifty-five—ten years past her elimaeteric, plethorie,
subject to neralgia, dropsical for years, presented the following symp-
toms: Has just been relieved of a genmeral dropsical condition
by Apocynum cannabinum. During the presence of the anasarca she
suffered much from cardiae oppression and palpitation, whieh I sup-
posed to be due to hydro-pericardium, But on the subsidence of the
dropsy the heart-symptoms became worse instead of better. I then
learned thal she once bad * neuralgia of the beart”—so called by her
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physician. Several times a day she is now attacked with inlense
pain in the region of the heart, great anziety, livid or purple color of
the face; cold perspiration on the hands; numbness of the whole
body, especially the arms. The heart’s action seems suspended by a
sudden spasm, during the presistence of which she cannet make the
slightest motion, but gits upright with a look of intense agony im-
presed on every feature. She says the heart’s action ceases suddenly,
then a feeling as of impending suffocation sets in, the bead is foreibly
drawn backward by the cervical muscles, and she becomes finally
unconscious, When she arouses, it is with palpitation of the heart,
numbness of the arms, pain down the /ofZ arin into the hand, and a
‘sense of complete exhaustion,

* I did not sec her until she had several attacks. Arsenicum 3d
was first prescribed, and was taken for two days,—no better, Nux
vomica 3d for two days,~—no improvement; then Naja 80 for two days.
Under the last remedy she grew worse. I then visited her. On
physical examination, the heart’s action appeared to be normal, pulse
regular, but soft and gquick. There was no water in the pericardium,
an%l the heart was not hypertrophied.

Cimicifuga % was prescribed, 5 drops every hour for siz hours,
then every iwo hours. She bad a severe attack just before taking
the remedy, and two slight attacks after the first dose. Two days
after I was informed that no more paroxysms had occurred. Ten
days afterwards and still no recurrence of the paroxysms,

There has besn much said by a certain class of physicians of our
school, who seem te wish to ignore all new remedies, about the supe-
rior success of and brilliant cures made by the early homaopathists
with the old remedies. This case might have been cured by Lachesis,
Aconite and other medicines, but the fact that it was cured by the
Cimicifuga in 2 very short time, should be a rebuke to those whe
would gladly refuse to admit new remedies into the materia medica.
Cases may arise for which none of the old remedies are indicated.
In such cases, should the patient die for want of the specific remedy,
where shall the blame rest ?

Back.,—Stiflness of the neck; drawing pain in lumbar region;
pulsating pain in the lumbar region; in the morning, on bending the
neck forward, he experienced a severe drawing, tensive pain at the
points of the spinous processes of the three upper dorsal vertebre,
which continued for several hours; trembling and weakness in the
back; weak, trembling pain in the small of the back; same tired
feeling in the back, extending from the region of the kidweys to the
sacrum, relieved by rest and increased by motion ; dull, heavy aching
in the small of the back, extending to the sacrum ; dull pain behind
the right scapula ; stitches in the back, below the right scapula; dull
pain in the region of the lower dorsal and upper lumbar vertebra ;
pain helow the left scapuln; pains as of boils on the back and extremi.
ties; cramping in the muscles of the neck on moving the head, firat
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in the left, afterwards in the right side; occasional slight painin
either scapuls and right shoulder; weight and pain in the lumbar
and sacral regions, sometimes extending all around the body, some.
what below the crest of the ilemn; rheumatic pains in the muscles of
the neck and back ; a feeling of stiffness and contraction ; feeling of
weight in the small of the back; drawing pain in a single muscle
between the right scapula and spine for some hours,

Crivicar OsservaTions.—The Cimicifuga exercises an undoubted
influence over the spinal cord, or its membranes, and for this reason
is capable of curing many affections arising therefrom. In true spi-
nal trritation, which is a functional disease of the spinal marrow,
this medicine is of great valee, ln this disease the spinal tender-
ness, and all the paioful symptoms, are accompanied by no organic
change in the cord or the vertebrse. *The cquse of this disease,”
says Wood, «* is not well understood. It occcurs most frequently in
women, and especially during the menstrual period. It would seem,
therefore, to have some connection with the uterus. Of the exeiting
causes, changes in the weather are probably among the most frequent.
Mental disturbance seems to be capable of inducing it. The most
rational view of the pature of the disease, is that the affection is
seated essentially in the [gaments of the vertebrz, and is generally
of a rheumatic or gouty character. It is readily conceived that irri-
tation may be propagated from this structure to the nervous tissue of
the cord, or at least to the nerves which proceed from the eord, and
receive as they pass an envelope of the diseased tissue.” In this
affection I uge the remedy internally and externally. The Climicifuga
in drop doses of the first decimal-—or Cimicifugin first decimal or
one-hundredth, and apply a lotion of one part of the tincture to ten
of water. Dr. Cleveland considers it specifie for that painful affee.
tion--erick in the back. This may be only a symptom of ‘fumdago,
but is in some cases due to a rupture of some of the fibres of those
ligaments which connect the spinous processes. Dr. Simpson and
the editor of the Lancet consider the Cimicifuga almost specific in
lumbago. Our provings give us ample basis upon which to select
this medicine. It causes nearly all the symptoms of lumbago, as
well as rheumatism of the dorsal and other mugcles of the back. Tt
is homeeopathic to that affection which Dr. Inman so correctly
describes in his work on  Spinal Irritation”—a weakness (atony) of
the muscles attached to the spinous processes, ete. With regard to
the dose to be resorted to in these affections, I would advise the low-
est attenuations, for the reason that the rheumatic or neuralgic affec-
tions are caused by Cimicifuga, secondarily. I have never received
much benefit in those diseases from any dilution or tritaration higher
than the ¢hird. The physician should not hesitate in obstinate cases
to resort to drop doses of the mother tincture. If we do getupa
slight medicinal aggravation, it cannot do as much harm as the con-
tinuance of the disease we are trying to combat,
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Dr. H. B.Clark seuds me the following elinical note on Cimicifuga
racemosa

“J. M. R, et. 43. House carpenter. Strong, hardy looking ;
browa hair aud eyes ; grave, slow, unezcitable manuer,

« March 9th, 1865, consulted me in the following case ;—Has
been troubled with a lame back, at times, since boyhood, Otherwise
been healthy, with exception of a rheumatic affection of the leg, last-
ing a few weeks, some four or five years ago. For a year has been
suffering from a pain rather obscurely located iu the lumbar region of
the back and iu the abdominal walls opposite. The pajn is dull and
beavy generally, but sometimes is sharp. It is worse from standing
or sitting erect. When bending forward it comes in the back, when
squatting down it comes in the abdomen. It is worse from stormy
weather and from a cold. Movement relieves temporarily; is also
relieved by lying down. Suffers more when at leisure, sitting and
standing about (as on Suuday) than when at work, Otherwise is well.
Preseribed Cimicifuga Y, five drops three times a day, The patient
being exposed to Variola was vaccinated at the same time,

t March 18th.—Reports that the vaccivation (which ran the usual
course) made him quite sick, and that bis back had pained him very
much, Continued mediciue.

*t April 6th.—Reports thet while taking the medicine the back was
much better, sometimes entirely relieved. Haa been out of medicine
for five or six days. Within a day or two, since a storm was threat-
ening, has been very bad. Repeated medicine.

*“ A month later he eame voluntarily to inform me that he was com-
Pletely relieved afier & week's use of the medicine. I bave no doubt
the relief was permanent.”

Superior Extremities.—-Dull pain in the right arm, deep in the
muscles, extending from the shoulder to the wrist, continuing during
the next day; itching and redness of the dorsal surface of the right
hand, in the afterncon, and cspeeially in the evening; a single pim-.
ple on the dorsal surface of the left hand, secreting a little pus at the
apex, disappearing in three or four days; itching of the dorsal sur-
face of the left hand and wrist, particularly on the dorsal surface of
the thumb, in the evening ; small red papula first appeared, becoming,
after slight irritation, a diffused redness, which disappeared in a few
hours, but could be reprodaced at any time by slightly irritating the
surface, This symptom gradualiy disappeared in a few days, Dr.
Tully says it causes neuralgic pains in the extremities. It has caused
some pains in the arms, with a nuwbing sensation, as if a nerve had
been compressed. These pains were firss felt in the shoulder, and
passed down the arm and then the forearm, preducing a very pecu-
liar, lame, numb, and sometimes eramping sensation, as in heart dis-
ease. Similar pains in the legs, but more severe and constant in the



238 NEW REMEDIES,

upper part of the thigh, about the hip joint and inguinal region
(Seiatica.)

Lower Extremities.—Stingiug in the left great toe, for a moment,
oo the lower surface, and afterwards on the upper, in the afternoon;
dull, aching, burning pain in the sccond joint of the right great toe,
extending up the limb, continuing an hour, from eight to nine ». ,;
the same pain, less severe, on the third evening.

Cuisicat OnservaTions.—It has been used with benefit in Seint-
iea, and other rheumatic affections of the extremities. Dr. Marcy
writes:  We have been in the habit of employing this remedy occa-
gionally in rheumatic affections, during the past eighteen years. We
have preseribed all doses, from the nauseous decoction of the old
8ehool to the highest homeeopathic attenuation, and good results have
followed both forms of the medicine—although experience has loug
since taught us to rely upon the latter form. It is most serviceable
in articular rheumatism of the lower extremities—with muech swell-
ing and heat in the affected parts. Like Bryouia, it exercises a
special control over inflammation of serous membranes; butits range
of action, and consequently its applicability in rheumatic affections,
are decidedly inferior to this drug.” The Cimicifuga may be inferior
to Bryonia in its action on serous tissues, but it is far superior to
that drug in its influence on muscular and nervous tissues. Bryonia
does not cause or cure rheumatico-ueuralgic paing, while Cimicifuga
does, in an eminent degree. Bryonia has no influence over reflex-
nervous pains, cramps, ete., while Cimicifuga contrels many suck
abuormal manifestations.

CISTUS CANADENSIS.

{Rock-Rose.)

A NavocuEes—Ampelopsis, Belladonna, Calearee, Corydalis,
Graphites, Hepar sulphur, Kali bichrom., Paris quad., Phytolacea,
Stillingia.

Boranicar Descriprion.—This plant is also known by the name
of Frost-plant, Frost.weed, ete,, because the roots throw off small
white icicles, which can be seen on frosty mornings, even when all
other plants already show little dew-drops, with sll the colors of the
rainbow. Itis a perennial herb, with a simple, ascending, downy
stem, about a foot high, at length shrubby at base. The leaves are
alterpate, from eight to twelve lines loog, and about one-fourth as
wide, oblong, acute, lanceolate, ereect, entire, subsessile, tomentose
beneath, and without stipules, The flowers are large and bright
yellow, in interminal corymbs; apetalous ones smaller, lateral, solitary
or racemose, clustered in the axils of the leaves, nearly sessile; cor-
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olla of the petaliferous flowers an inch wide, with five petals, crumpled
in the bud, fugacious ; ealyz of the large flowers hairy-pubescent, five ;
-of the small, hoary. Stamens of the large flowers numerous, decli-
nate; of the small flowers, few. Style short or none. Stigmas
three-lobed, scarcely distinet; capsude smooth, shining, triangular,
three-valved, one-celled, opening at top, about three lineslong ; of the
-apetalous flowers not larger than a pin's head; sesds angular, few,
‘brown. The yellow flowers open in sunshine, and cast their petals by
‘the next day.

In Eaton’s Botany (Sth ed., 1840,) we find, page 263: “In
November and December of 1816, I saw hundreds of these plants
-sending out broad, thin, curved ice-crystals, about an inch in breadth
“from near the roots. These were melted away by day, and repewed
-every morning for more than twenty-five days in succession, P. 198,
"This has often been observed in the sand.plains two miles north of
New Haven, Conn.”

Wm. Darlington, in his Flora cestrica (1837) says, page 814 :—
“““Prof. Eaton and Dr. Bigelow have noticed the formation in freezing
weather of curiously eurved ice-crystalzs near the root. I have seen
‘them very beautiful in the Cunita mariana, and Mr, Elliott remarked
‘the same in the Conyza bifrons,”

Has a satisfactory explanation anywhere been given of this most
‘remarkable fact ?

fI am kindly permitied by Dr. Hering to publish his very com-
‘plete medical history and pathogenesis of this remedy. I have -
retained his arrapgement of the symptoms and plan of designating
the clinical observations, but bave added a few of my own, after the
:general plan of the work. To the medical histbry I will only add
'that Rafinesque did not secm $o value it very highly, as he merely
remarks that « it is used by empiries for the cure of serofula.”]
Mevicar History.— According to Noak, Cistus canadensis is not
‘mentioned in Schoepfs Materia Medica Americana, nor in Bigelow’s
American Medical Botany. Can any of our colleagues give the earli-
est quotations ?
It is an old, popular medieine in this country for 211 kinds of se-
«called serofulous diseases, and had, after being introdneed into Great
Britain in 1799, gained such a reputation that it was cultivated from
seeds, We may suppose, that in this way its reputation was lost
again, Because, according to Darlington, it grows ouly on dry miea-
slate hills and serpentine rocks, and is rare; according to Eaton it is
:ahundant at the foot of Pine-rock, New Haven, on the barren plaing,
Thus, like Belladonna, which requires lime-stone ground, and
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Pulsatilla, which requires a ferreous soil, Ctstus canadensis seems to
be dependent on the presence of tale (magnesia). If the anaiogy is
allowable, we might conclude, it will follow the Magnesia as well as
the Belladonna follows the Calcarea, and the Pulsatilla the Ierrum,
These plants are often indicated by the correspondence of the minerals
to 3 given case, and being often complementary to them, may thus
be given by preference, where those minerals have already been
administered with success, and wice versa.

Dr. Ives, of Yale College, bas given it with great success in scro
fula, eruptions and other chronic diseases. Dr. Parrish also applied
it with great effect. Favorable reports have been published by Dr
Webb, of Madison County, and by Dr. Fuller, of Hartford. Dr.
Tyler, of New Haven, Ct., published a treatise on it; some cxtracts
from which, taken from the New Haven Palladium of March, 1852,
have been given among the symptoms.

In the years 1835 and 1336, Dr. G, H. Bute made the first prov-
ings with the tincture and first centesimal potence.

In scrofula cases, which had resisted even our antipsorie remedies,
he made, led by the similarity of some of his symptoms with some
symptoms of such cases, the first attempts to cure, and with great
success even with the 71y, In tracheal complajnts, where he hadnot
succeeded with his first potence, he was obliged to raise the potences
to the 15th centesimal. Later, it was given with increasing success
in the 30th by several homaopathicians, Lately most remarkable
cures have been made by the 200th.

A communication of Dr. G. H. Bute to C. Hering, of the first of
January, 1837, was printed January 18th, in the Correspondenzblait
der homaopathischen Aerzte, No. 13, paper in quarte, published only,
to save the high postage, among the members of the Academy at Allen-
town, Pa, It was copied in Jahr’s Manual, and from this by Noak &
Trinks in their Manual, 1843, as well as Daphne indica and others;
and on page 659, the most absurd remark was inserted : “ part of the
symptowms cured were not contained in the proving.” This must be,
as a matier of course, the case with every drug, even in some meas-
ure with those most proved. By symptoms obtained on the healthy
in proving, we get the first indication to apply it as a medicine; and
if we succeed decidedly in cases with such a medicine, we may after-
wards also make use of the symptoms cured. According to Hahne-
mann, the latter have a subordinate value, unless they arcof a general
character, as for instance in our Cistus; the great semsibility to the
slightest draft; the remarkable appearance of bodily symptoms after
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vexation, &e. The absurd note mentioned above may bave impeded
the more frequent use of the Cistus and other valuable additions to
our Materia Medica, as it contains the following remark, page 659 :

“ As the observations of Dr, C. Hering, because they had been
made, as well on the healthy as on the sick, always with the highest
dilutions and in globules, which is an equally ridiculous, useless and
resultless experimenting—have been so little corroborated, we must
withhold our confidence fromthe proving of this plant also,” ete.

This note, not written by Dr. Noak, but by the other editor of this
manufactured compilation, was used and quoted as an authority by the
ignorant, to the great injury of our cause. It was written by one who
knew that his assertion was not true, because be had augmented his
own Materia Mediea by the provings [ had handed to bim of Plumbum,
Cantharides, Sabina and Pavis; and by one who knew that T had made
all my provings up to this time with the strongest doses or the lowest
potencies, one single experiment excepted, the proving of the The.
ridion,

All the provings he objected to in his note as * ridieulous,” have
been made by others and not by myself, and bave besides that, been
made with the tincture azd the first dilution, Itis “useless ' to say
more, but I hope it will net be “ resultless” in lessening the quotation
of such an authority as the above mentioned compilation, which is culy
surpassed in ignorance and boasting by another, in the hands of &
great many in this country.

In the Model-Pharmacopewia, made by order of the Centralverein,
and prefaced and praised by the same Trinks,—not only in 1845, in
the first edition, page 85, but alsc in 1854, in the second, page 99,—
an inexcusable mistake is made, and our essentially different Rock-
rose confounded with a common shrub, growing everywhere in Ger-
many, If Gruner bas made Lis tincture from the Cistus helianthemums
or Helianthemum vulgare for the German hommepathicians, it is no
wounder they do not fiod it corroborate what we have observed from
our American plant.

The nearest relative to it is the old and once famous Resina Lada-
num or Labdanum from Cistus creticus, Cyprius or Ladaniferus, now
obsclete and hardly to be had genuine. We have to leave the prov-
ing of this to our fricnds on the shores of the Mediterranesn,

The following indicates the various authorities for the symptoms:

B. Dr. Bate’s Observations,

G. The symptoms of a very careful proving with globules of the
X., by Dr, Gosewisch, (January 80, 1837,) (died in Wilmington, 1853).

16
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¥ Indicates cured symptoms,

B. R. Related reports by different persons,

In all other cases the name of the observer is given.
The numbers (1,} (15,) (80,) (200,) indicate the potence,

RESUME.

Mind. —* All mental excitement greatly increases the suffering.
(1) B. #* Bad effects from vexation. (1) B. ¥ After supper, until
bed time—cheerfulness. G. * Mental agitation inereases the cough,
{16) B. 5. * Every mental excitement is followed by stitches in the
throat, producing a eough. (1) B.

Head, —Headache all day ; oppressive. B. Pressure above the
oyes in the forehead. B. Pressure in the glabella. B, Headache
in the sinciput aficr being kept waiting for dinner, which is better
after cating, G. 10, Headache in the right side, with piercing pain
in the eye. 16, Generally the headache grows worse towards evening
and lasts all night. (Puls) &. Cooloess on the forehead. 172,
* Head drawn to one side by swelling on the neck. 181, "

Eyes,—TFecling ns of a weight above the eyes. B. 15, Pressure
above the eyes, 7. Spasmodic piercing pain in the middle of the
upper rim of the right eye socket, with some headache on that side, G,
Stitchies in the left cye. Feeling as though something were passing
around in the eye, with stitches. B. * Serofulous inflammation of
the eyes of long standing. R. R,

Ears,—20. Discharge from the ears of water and bad-smelling
pus. B. * Discharge from the ears. {15) B. Inner swelling of the
cars. B. High awelling beginning at the car and extending half way
up the cheek. B, Inner swelling and discharge from the ears. B,
25, * Tetters on and around the ears cxtending inte the external
meatus. C, Hg. Swelling of the parotid glands. 170,

Nose.—Sneezing without cold in the head or any other couse. B.
* Fivenings and mornings frequent and violent snecezing. B. Cool
feeling in the nose. 45, 30, Burning sensation in the left nostril. B.
The left side of the nose grew paiofully inflamed and swollen. {Cured
by Sepia.) B. ¥ Painful tip of nosc, which at first grew worse
and then was cured. G.

Face,—A feeling as though the facial museles would be drawn to
one side. B. Heatand burning of the facial bones. B. 8§35, * Flushes
of heat in the face. (1)B. Half way up the cheek, swelling beginning
ot the car. 23. Vesicular erysipelas in the face. B. * Caries of the
lower jaw. 13. Lupus exedens on the mouth and nose. R. R.
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Teeth.— 48, Twitching-sittching toothache in a decayed molar
tooth in the left upper jaw. G. #* Very scorbutic gums, swollen, sep-
arating from the teeth, bleeding easily, putrid, disgusting. (15) B.

Tougue,—* Dryness of the tongue and roof of the mouth. (1)
B. Sore tongue, as if raw on the surface. B. Continuous soreness
of the tongue as if raw. B. 45 Immediately after taking a dose,
(10 o'clock, a. m, X 000,) the tongue grew cool, then the breath
through the mouth and nose gave a decidedly cool feeling in the
larynx and in the windpipe. Much saliva in the mouth, which is also
cool. More mental calmness than usnal, some sleepiness. G,

Throat.—* Impure breath. (1) B. The coolness, particularly
in the throat, continues all day. G. * Iphaling cold air causes pain
in the throat. (1) B. * Inhaling the slightest cold air causes a sore
throat, which he has not when inhaling in the warm room; several
cases. (200} Dr. Quernsey. 50, * A feeling of softness in the
throat. (1) B. * Rawness, extending from the chest into the throat.
106. * A feeling as if sand were in the throat. (1) B. * The
patient is constantly obliged to swallow salivatorelieve an unbearable
dryness, especially daring the night. (1) B. * Continuous fecling
of dryness and heat in the throat. (1) B. 55, * Dryness of throat
from 12 o'cloek noon, wnéil 1 to 3 a. m., at night, then better until the
next noon, Bigler, * A gmall dry spot in the gullet for one year,
then general dryness of throat,—better after eating, worse after sleep-
ing,—as if tearing asunder, the patient must get up and drink water,
The inside of the throat leoks glassy ; on the baek of throat there
appear gtrips of tough mucus. (Better in two days. Montague.)
* Periodical itching in the throat. (I} B. * Tickling and soreness
in the threat. (1) B. * In the moraing sore pain in the throat and
dryness of the tongue. (1} B. 60. * Tearing pain in the throat
when coughing. 108, * Btitches in throat, causing eough whenever
mentally agitated. (1) B. * Fauces inflimed and dry, without feel.
ing dry; tough, gum.like, thick, tasteless phlegm brought up by
bawking, mostly in the morning. (30) B. Hawking of mucus which
is lodged at the head of the windpipe. G. * Hawking of mucus,
(1) B. 65, * Expectoration of bitter mueus. (1} B. * Afver dis-
charging phlegm from the throat he feels generally much relieved. B.

Stomach,—(Inclination for acid food.}) B. (He wants cheese.}
B. Thirst with the fever. 171, 79, * Drinking water relieves the
dryness in. the throat. 56, (ool eructations, 82. Eructation, with
feeling as though it would relieve. 126. Frequent mausea. (1) B.
Cold feeling in stomach before and after eating, 32. 75, Immedi.
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ately after eating, pain in the stomach, B. # After eating the
dryness of the throat is relieved. (1) B. DBetter after eating—npain
in sinciput. 9. Diarrhea afier cating fruis. B, After drinking
coffoe, diarrhea. G. .

Abdomen,—80. Stitches in the left hypochondrium. B. In the
morning on awakening, a bruised pain under the hypochondria, with
flatulence. G. DBefore and after eating, a cold feeling in the stomach;
cold eructations. G, Cold feeling in the abdomen. . In the eve.
ning the belly puffed up with flatulency. G. 85, Troubled with wind
in the belly at night, 160, Flatulence and uncomfortableness in the
intestines. B. Much flatulence and pain in the hypochondria. * The
wind is not incarcerated as ofien as before. G. Towards evening
flatulence. Last evening there was several times a discharge of wind
as when air-bubbles rise in water. G. 90, Iiching of the belly and
umbilicus, G. Immediately after taking the dose, discharge of much
wind. B. Towards evening violent urging to stool ; stool pappy. G.
In the morning thin stool. G. Till daybreak very thin stools, squirting
out, of a grayish-yellow color ; until noon three more discharges. G.
95, Diarrheea lasting a short time. B. (The thin stools are hot.) B.
Diarrheea from eating fruit. B. After drinking coffee, 2 looseness
of the bowels. G. (?) Ic the groin pain coming from the back. 128,
100, Frequent itching on the scrotum, G,

Crinieat. OsservaTions,—(By Dr. Hale.) Dr. Comstock, of St.
Louis, sent me the following statement of its effects in chrouic diar-
rhea®  “1 wish to call your attention to the virtues of this plant as
an empirical remedy for chronie diarrheea and chronic dysentery.

“ A prominent gentleman of of our city, some twelve years ago,
cad a chronic dysentery, and, in his own language, he had ‘ suffered
many things from many physicians;’” and his case was given over as
hopeless by physicians of our school. Some friend induced bim to
try Frost-weed tea, which eured him in a short time, (some twenty-
five days). This case eamec under my own ohservation, but at the
time L did not give the medicine much credit. The gentleman him-
self beiog o good talker, hug recommended the remedy very exten-
sively and with good results. I have used it in a number of marked
instances of chronie dysenteric diarrhea, (when all other remedies
given, secundum artem, had failed,) with almost perfect sucees.

“ [ always give it in the form of 2 simple infusion, prepared fresh
every day, in doses of two or three swallows, every two or three
hours, or even oftener. I assure yon it is worthy of further trialy,
and in several instznces it has relieved me of a good deal of trouble
and aunxiety, and effested results that have indeed astonished me. I
have used it a good deal and can now call to mind only three or four
fuilures in all.”

* American Homeopathic Observer, vol. 1, p. 122,
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Chest,—In the larynx and windpipe cool feeling. 45. * Feeling
as if the windpipe had not space enough. 112. At night an itehing
and seratching in the larynx and anxicus dreams. . Ttching and
scratching on the outside of the throat in the region of the larynx. G.
105, * Pain in the windpipe. (1) B. * Feeling as of rawness, ex-
tending from the mpper part of the chest into the throat. (30) B.
* Cough from stitches in the throat. (1) B. * Cough, with & very
painful tearing in the throat. (30) B. * (ough, and her neck thickly
studded with tumors. 119. 110, * He bled at the lungs and his
serofulous symptoms had returned, 181. In the evening, a quarter
of an hour after lying down, 2 sensation as if ants were running
through the whole body, then anxious, difficult breathing. He was
obliged to get up and open the window ; the fresh air relieved him ;
immediately on lying down again these sensations returned—two
evenings in succession. B  * In the evening, after lying down, and
at night in bed, once 2 week or oftener, attacks of a kind of asthma ;
he draws hig breath with such a loud wheeszing that it wakens othera
sleeping in the same room. He hag the feeling as if the windpipe
bad not space enough. (30) B. Fulnessin thechest. B, * Pressure
on the chest. (I) B. 115, Pain in the chest and in the throat. B.
Pain in the chest and in the shoulder. 128,

Neck.~—Glands on the throat swollen. 23, # Serofulous swelling
and suppuration of the glands of the throat. B. * Mrs. C., of deli-
cate constitution, when ninetecen years of age, was afflicted with a
cough, and her neck was thickly studded with twmors, using the
Rock-rose she was restored and has wot been afflicted with any such
symptoms since. Dr. D, A. Tyler, Now Haven,

Mammz,—120. After partaking of it frequently in the form of
tea for the sequelw of scarlet fever, it cansed an induration of the left
mamma, which was taken for cancer and operated upon. Iippe.
* Inflammation of the left mamma, suppurating with a feeling of great
fulness in the chest. Pearson.

Back.—Itching on the back. (. Below the right shoulder-blade,
extending around to the front of the body, was a very much inflamed
spot about the size of the palm of the hand, painfully sore to the
touch ; soon after pimples began to appear on this spotin a large
group, they caused violent burning, Later, a2 pain went from this
belt-like spot to the left hip and into the groin; the pain was like
rheumatism ; motion inereased it. B. ¥ Scrofulons ulcers on the
back. (2) B. 125, A burning, bruised pain in the os-coceygis, G.
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Shounlders and Upper Limbs,—In the cvening, violent pain in
the left shoulder and in the chest, with a feeling as though an eructa.
tion would relieve the pain, B. Tain in front of the right shoul-
der., B. (154) The right arm and back of the hand are
painfully sensitive to the least touch. G. A spreained pzinin the
wrist—drawing, scraping, B. 2. 180, Paio in the wrists. 152, In
the afterncon a bad pain in the right hanod, so that he cannot unse it.
B. 154. In the hands, drawing trembling feelings. 152, Pain
in the fingers of the right hand while writing. B. 135 Tearing
in finger-joints. 155. Pain in the finger-joints. The pain in the arm
extends to the tip of the little finger —periodically, a very seasitive,
piercing, drawing pain, so as to draw up the little finger. & The
tips of the fingers were very sensitive to the cold; the pain becoming
more intense when they grew cold. G. Tetter on the hands at first
much increased, and afterwards much improved ; little blisters, itch-
ing, nozing after scratching, with a hot swelling of the hands. They
were not on the back of the hand or on the joints or knuckles, but on
all other parts. R. R.

Lower Limbs.—140, * A lad seven years old lhad the « white-
swelling” of the hip for three years. The hone was dislocated upward
and outward; there was a large opening on the hip, leading to the
bone, iuto which I could thrust my finger. T counted three nlcers.
He had been under several physicians who had given him up. After
using a decoction of the Rock-rose, in two days his night sweats
ceased ; thirty-nine days after he was entirely well. Dr. J. H,
Thompson, Philadelphia. Pain as from a blow or shock in the left
buttoek, going down on the inside of the thigh bone, distinetly felt in
the knee-joint, and spasmodic drawing together of the calf of the leg.
@ Drawing, trembling feeling in the lower extremities, 152.
While walking 2 violent pain inthe right thigh. B. Painin theknees
and in the right thigh when walking or sitting. B. 145, Pain in
the koee, coming from the thigh. 141, Pain in the knee-joint. Tear-
ing in the knees. 155, Pain in the knee in the cvening. 152.
Spasmodic drawing together of the calf of the leg. 141. 150. In
the evening a sharp, piercing pain in the right great toe. R. ¥ Cold
feet, (1) B.

The Whole Body.—Involuntary drawing and trembling feeling
in the museular parts of the bhands and lower extremeties, with pain
in the wrists, fingers and knee-joints. B. Pain in all the joints. B,
In the evening pain in the knees, in the right hand and left shoulder,
B. 155, Always, on repeating the dose, a drawing and tearing in
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all the joints, particularly in the knees and finger-joints. B. A bruised
pain in all the limbs, as if from fatigne, Trembling with the fever,
170. Sensation as if ants were running through the whole body, in
the evening, a guarter of an hour after lying down, then anxious,
difficult breathing, 111.

Sleep.—Very restless at night the first night; the next night
slept well. G. 160, Very restless at night, pain from flatulency ;
he eould move the wind with his hands and hear it. G. Anxious
dreams. 103. * In the night swallowing of saliva on account of
dryness. 53, * Must get up in the night on account of dryness in
the throat. * The dryness in the throat worse after slecping, 56.
165. * On awaking pain under the hypochondria. 81. * Night
sweats. 140,

Chill and Fever,—Chill succceded by heat. 170. * Chilliness
B. Cold feeling in the abdomen. 83. 170. Cold feet, 151,
Violent chill succeeded by fever heat, with trembling accompanied by
a quick swelling and great redness of the glands below the ear and
in the throat. B. Heat with thirst, caunsing to drink frequently. B.

Heat in the face. 34, 35. In a very warm room the skin grows
moist; at the same time the forehead is not only externally eool, but

also there is a feeling of coolness inside. G. Cold air causes pains
in the throat. 48, 49. '

Skin.—175. Iiching all over the body, without eruption. B.
Itching on the abdomen and navel, 90; on the serotum, 100, Vesi-
cular erysipelas on the face. 37. ILruptions on the back, like zoster,
123, Tetter on the ears,* 25; on the hands. 139. 186¢0. Yurun-
enli which commenced with a number of small blisters. Pehrson.
Lupus on the face® 39, #* For serofula, & popular medicinein North
America, Mr. C., from a child, was aflicted with the scrofula, and
had also glandalar swelling on the neck; at the age of sixteen he
was much worse, had eight abscesses on the neck, three uleers on the
shoulder and three on the hips ; at forty years of age he had his head
drawn on one side, and was unable to labor, After using the Roek.
rose for four weeks, the ulecers broke, discharged and healed ; the
tumor lessened in size, bis head resumed its natural position and he
went regularly to work. Fater his serofulous symptoms returned
again and he alse bled at the lungs, for which he used it again with
the same beneficial results. Professor Ives. * Hard swelling around
all her syphilitic mercurial uleers on the lower limbs: R. R.

Sides,—TFirst in the left then in the right shoulder ; pain from
right to left side, 12, 67 ; pain from Zoster. 123,
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Pain in the lett shoulder and right hand. 154.

In the right eye-socket piercing pain and headache on the same
gide, 16 ; stitches in the left eye. 17, '

In the left nostril, burning sensation, 80 ; left side of the nose
painful, 31 ; toothache in the left side. 40,

In the left hypochondrium, 80 ; induration, (120,) and * inflam-
mation (121} of left mamma.

Right side below the shoulder blade, eruption on. 123.

Pain in the right shoulder, 127 ; and in the left, 126, 154,

Right arm pains in (128}, and in the right hand (128, 181, 154,)
while writing. 134, _

Over the left hip pain, 155 ; and in the left buttock. 141.

Right thigh, pain in, 148, 144 ; and in the toes of the right foot.
150,

TIMES OF DAY.

# From noon until 1 to 8 . M., the dryness in throatis worse. 55,

Afternoon, pain in the band. 131,

Towards evening, flatulence, 89 ; and urging to stool, 92 ; cheer-
fuluess, 8 ; puffed up with flatulency, 84; sneezing, 28:
*wheezing, 112 ; on two successive days difficult breathing after
lying down, 111; paio in the chest, 126; io the shoulder,
126; in the knec, 154; piercing pain in the toe. 150.

During the night, swollowing saliva to relieve dryness, 53 ;
wheezing, waking others, 112; seratching in the larynz,
103 ; at daybreak, diarrhosa, O4.

In the morning, thin stool, 93 ; sneezing, 28; # sore throat and
dry tongue, 59; pain in the hypoehondrizm, 81; more ex-
pectoration, 62.

* All his symptoms worse in the morning. (1) B.

Forenoon, diarrheea, three times. 94,

All day, hendache, 6 ; coclness in the throat. 47.

WARM AND GOLD AIR.

In a warm room moist, but eool skin. 172,

Fresh air through the cpen window relievos the difficult breath-
ing. 111,

When growing cold the pain in the fingers increases. 138,

Inhaling cold air causes soro throat, 48, * 49,

' ' TOUCH AND MOTION,
The least touch increases the pain in the hand. 123,

Repeatedly after lying down the difficult breathing reenrs. 111,
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After Iying down in bed, (fifteen minutes,) 2 sensation as if ants
wore running through the whole body. 111.

When sitting, pain in the thighs and knces, 144,

Motion increases the pain. 123,

While writing the hand becomes painful. 134,

While walking pain in the thigh. 143, 144.

OTHER MEDICINES,

Coffee canses ‘diarrheea. G.

Sepia cured a painfully swollen nose. 31

Belladonna, Carb. v. and Phosphor. acted favorably between
repeated doses of Cistus. B.

COLLINSONIA  CANADENSIS,

{Stone-Root )

Anavocues. — Esculus, Arnica, Aloes, Diescorea, Hamamelis,
Hydrastis, Ignatia, Lycopodinm, Sulphur.

Bortanicat Descriprion.—Stem smooth, simple, round, siraight,
one to three feet high ; leaves serrate, with broad teeth, pointed, long
petioled, only two or three pairs, these cordate at base, broadly ovate,
acuminate, surface smooth, with small veins, Flowers opposite, on
long peduncles, with short subulate bracteoles, forming a terminal
leaflless panicle with branched racemes. Coroliz two-thirds of an inch
long, yellow, (exhaling a strong odor, like lemons,) tubular at base,
spreading above in two lips, upper lip very short and notched, lower
lip lobed on the sides and fringed around. Stamens two, long, pro-
troding, filiments filiform, anther-oval, style protruding. Seeds often
abortive, only one ripening. Root peremnial, knotty, depreszed, very
hard, with many slender fibres. This plant is indigenous, found in
rich, moist woods, from New Epgland to Michigan and southward,
It is the only species of the genus in the northern States, There are
five other speeies but they are only found in North Carolina and the
Gulf States. The . canadensis flowers in July and September, at
which time it should he collected and dried. The whole plant should
be used in the preparation of the tineture, although we find only the
root for sale in the shops.

Orromat Prerarations.—(L) Tincture of the root and plant,
and dilutions. (2) Triturations of the root, tincture, and Collin-
s001n,

Mzeoroar HisTory.—* The Indians,” says Rafinesque, writing in
1808, “ used this plant chiefly for the healing of sores and wounds.”
The seme writer wentions a species growing in Kentucky avd Ohio,
which is used indiseriminately with the C. canadensis, he ealls it the
C. augusiifolia. Later botanists make no mention of this species,
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From being used among the aborigines it passed into the hands of
the whites, and waa used largely in domestic practice, and by a few
physicians who were not too bigoted to use indigenous medicines.
The botanics, and afterwards the celectics, adopted it into their
materia medica. In the homamopathic practice it was first noticed
publicly by Dr. Carroli,* who recommended it in constipation, piles,
cte. It is now considered ome of our most reliable rewedies in those |
disorders.

Analyses of the plant show it to contain a velatile oil, a rasiu,
tannin, gallic acid, starch, gum, sugar, and a peculiar bitter neutral
principle, Collinsonin, which possesses many of the medicinal powers
of the plant.  Alcohol extracts the constituents of the plant whoily,
beiling water partially. Ooly & fragmentary proving has been made
of the plant, and none from the Collinsonin.

Dr, Lee writes : “The medicinal virtues of this plant have been
pretty extensively tested in domestic, if not in regular practice, and it
18 regarded as tonic, astringent, dinphoretic, and diuretic. With some
practitioners, it ranks very high as an alterative, especially in chronic
affections of the genifo-urinary organs, as cystitis, catarrh of the
bladder, gravel, lencorrheea. By the common people it is highly
esteemed as a remedy for headache, colic, indigestion ; while many
cases of dropsy have been reported to have been cured by it. Its
influence over the sccerment and absorbent systems is strongly
marked., Like all aromatics, it produces an agreeable feeling of
warmth in the stomach, joereasing the force and freguency of the
pulse, and the warmth of the surface; while it diffuses o pleasant
glow over the system, without any special influence ou the cerchral
functions, Tts effects seem rather manifested on the organic and
sympathetic systems and the capillary circulation.”

This is about as definite as an old school writer wsually writes
about any medicinal agent. It lcaves the student in a state of pro-
found uncertainty as to the real nature of its action. Let us be sin-
cerely tbankful that Hahnemann gave us a systemn of drug—provingi
whereby we may escape from the upcertaintics of old medicine.
have not been able to get nn extended proving of this plant, buthave
noted some characteristic symptoms from its use, and have coliected a
good many clinical observations, which may serve us as a guide until
we obtein a good pathogenesis. “In the mountains and hills of Vir-
ginia, Kentucky, Tennessee and Georgia,” says Rafinesque, “ this
genus is considered a panacea, and used cutwardly and inwardly in
many disorders. It is used as a poultice and wash for bruiscs, sores,
blows, falls, wounds, spraing, contusions, and taken like tea, for head-
ache, colics, cramps, dropsy, indigestion, ete.” It is, therefore used
much as the comnion people in Germany use Arnica, which it some-
what resembles in some of ita general effects on the system.

Head.—Slight fulluess of the head ; throbbing in the head,
Cuviear OsservaTions.—I am inclined to think it only useful in
* N. A, Jour. of Bom., vol. §, 1. 516,
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gastric and hsmorrhoidal headaches. Tn headaches from indigestion
I have known relief to follow promptly upon its administration,

Gastric Symptoms.—Vomiting (from small doses of the fresh
root); vomiting, with pain and heat in the stomach; cramp-like pain
in the stomach, with nausea; sensation as of flatulence in the stom-
ach; rumbling in the stomach zud bowels; agreeable feeling of
warmth in the stomach, with general glow of the system; increases
the appetite ; excessive appetite.

Crmicat Opservations.—In indigestion, from want of tone of the
stomach, and associated with constipation and heemorrheids, it rivals
Nuz vomica. Both eclectic and allopathio physicians consider it a
valuable remedy for the cxpulsion of flatulence and the relief of
spasms of the stomach and intestines. - Clo¢ says {Cone. Org. Med.)
“no hetter remedy can possibly be had for the relief of crampin the
stomach, flatulent and bilious ecolies, and all spasmodic affections of
the stomach and back. Drs. Fowler and Carroll have found it
promptly curative in many cases of indigestion, loss of appetite, ete.

Intestines, Stool, etc.— Constipation, with a good deal of flatu-
lence ; sluggish stool, with distention of the abdomen ; heat and itch-
ing of the anus; hamorrhoidal tumors; the hmmorrhoids re-appear
while taking the medicine for pulmonary haemorrhage ; loose, papes.
cent stool ; diarrheea, with nausea.

Crivicar OservaTions.—It has a really wide reputation in affec.
tions of the bowelsand rectum. Coe says, “in diseases of the bowels
and rectum it stands unrivalled. We have experienced its sanative
influence in diarrhoea in our owo person.” It is useful in diarrheea,
dysentery, and cholera.infantum. The specific homwopathic indica-
tions for its use in intestinal disorders are nbout as follows: In
diarriza, when the discharges are mucus, or papescent, or watery,
with eramp.like or spasmodic pains in the bowels, also vomiting or
nausen. In the diarrheea of children, so apt to be nccompanied with
colie, cramps, flatulence, ete., it has proved an excellent remedy (in
the 3d dilution). In the so-called baemorrhoidal dyseniery, it has
proved curative in the hands of many of my correspondents. The
discharges are of bloody mucus, and ate accompanied with tenesmus,
spasmodic tormina, expulsion of scybala, coated with bloody mucus,
heat and burning in the rectum. In constipation it has been used
very successfully by some of our best practitioners, Dr. Carroll
writes: *In cases of habitual constipation it is invaluable, produ-
cibg not a mere transient relief, but correcting, apparently in a per-
meanent maooer, the morbid condition of the digestive system., Isay
apparently, for, although I have tested its virtues with success in a
good many instances, I have only known it for a year, and conse-
quently cannot say how enduring its remedial action may prove. I
may only gay, that in my owa case, having been for fifteen years suf-
fering from the reactive effects of a series of cathartics administered
with systematic cruelty during my infancy, I succeeded a little more
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than a year ago in overcoming, by a month’s use of the Collinsonia,
the existing condition of affairs, and since that time [ have not been
obliged to recur to it for aid.” JIndeed, it has so far proved invari-
ably remedial in all troubles depending on constipation. Dr. Fowler,
in Cases L, IT, and I1I, recorded below, gives its excellent results in
obstinate and habitual conatipation, associated with haemorrhoids. I
have used it in severa] similar cases, and so far with the best results,
“ The most remarkable influences of the Collinzonia,” says Coe, “are
observable in. haemorrhoids and other diseases of the rectum. The
moat inveterate and chronic cases are relieved, and frequently cured,
by this remedy alone. We have known it to act promptly in sup-
pressing haemorrhage from the bowels, () and in relieving those dis-
tressing pains characteristic of hamorrhoidal affections.” We have
also from homeeopathic sources some valuable testimony relating to the
curative powerof Collinsoniain heemorrhoids. Dr.E.P.Fowler*® writes:
“Some two years since I remarked to a friend and patient that I was
honored with a number of cases of obstinate hamorrhoids, and that T
really wished that I possessed eome means of curing them, without
danger of entailing some more serious disorder. My friend replied
that he could tell me of o remedy, and remarked that two or three
years ago he was an absolute martyr, in fact erippled with haemor-
rhoids.” The remedy was Collinsonia, and this patient was cared by
the following preparation: A small handful of the chopped root was
put into a quart of water, and it was boiled down to a pint. This he
took three times a day,--a small wine-glass full. He was cured in
two weeks, This gentleman added that he © had made some most
remarkable cures among his friends.” Dr, Fowler adds: “ Upon
his description of the root, I remembered having in early boyhood
gathered from the woods some of the same kind of root for an old
gentleman, who was by its use fully freed from haemorrhoids of over
twenty-five years standing.” Dr. F. reporte the following eases :

Case 1. *Mr, J. B. J., whose sufferings from bhmmorrhoids ren-
dered his life almost a burthep, and completely disabled him from
business. I gave him two or three handsful, and directed him to use
it in the maoner described t6 me by my friend. He commenced its
use, but found that it acted as an emetic. I then told him to take a
dessert spoonful twice a day. This he did without disturbance to
the stomach, and in somewhat less than three weeks reported himself
to us, to use his own words, ¢ the humble and grateful subject of a
real miracle-—cured.’” About two months after he had aslight return
of the old trouble, but after taking the Collinsonia four days, was
again well, My attention was attracted to another feature in this
case. For years the patient had been a victim of most resolute con-
atipation, and never had relief without the aid of enemas; and as
these could not be administered without irritation and pain, the con-
gequence was, that about four or five days were allowed to intervene
between each time. The patient said that he was not more surprised
at the rapid cure of such an old chronic complaint as the haemor-
rhoids, than by the fact that the remedy bad established a free and

* N. A. Jour. of Hom., vol. &, p. 54,
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natural daily action of the bowels, which continued after the use of
the medicine was suspended. Before the second attack he became
again constipated, and was again relieved as before. He also attrib-
uted a cessation of dyspeptic troubles and an increase of appetite,
which was never more than indifferent, to the use of the drug. But,
whether this may have been owing io the direet action of the drug
upon the stomach, or whether it may have been a secondary effeet
from relieving the intestines, is, of course, difficult to decide.”

Case 2. * Was a gentlemar afflicted with ‘ flowing piles,” who had
submitted to elmost every kind of treatment, both local and that
addressed through the system, and invariably leaving the successive
doctors' hands in a more wmiserable condition than he entered them,
He had, in fact, come to consider medicine as a downright humbug,
and came to me in a state of ineredulity, only by having heard of
some of the oures that I had wade with Collinsonia. This patient
was troubled with alternate constipation and diarrheee, and the hem-
orrhage was incessant, though oot profuse. He was light complex-
ioned, thin, nervous, and dyspeptic. T put him on one tablespoonful
of the decoction three times a day., Tor the first week the action
seemed to be almost wholly confined to the kidueys, and just as I was
upon the point of considering the case non-amenable to the remedy,
the renal action ceased, and the haemorrhoids began to be relieved.
Gradually the bowels gained 2 regular, normal, peristaltie action, the
appetite and power of digestion became improved, and at the end of
sight weeks, the patient pronounced himself in every respect well —in
mind, as well as body.

Case 3d. * Was an engineer, of extreme bilious, nervous tempera-
ment, He came to me for varicocele, which was considerable, and at
times irritable, He had extreme constipation, aud from various indi-
cations I deemed his complaint consequent upon constipativu, and
having observed the effect of Collinsonia in this respect, 1 gave it to
him in the same mauner as I had done to the preceding cases. 1 do
not remember the exact length of time that he was under my charge ;
it was less, however, than four weeks, the aetion of the bowels became
regular and patural, and the varicocele disappeared. This was about
a year ago, aud be has remained well since.”

Case 4¢/,. * This cuse was a lady who suffered from a bad form of
hamorrhoids, also from terrible dysmenorrhea. Gave her the Collin-
souia, as I bad given it to the others, and at the end of six or seven
weeks the hamorrhoids were gone, and she had been ezempt from
dysmenorrheea.  She has since had one or two slight returns of hem-
orrhuids, but which have rapidly yielded to a two days’ use of this
remedy. In this case there was almost constant diarrlies and loss of
appetite ; the diarrhoa ceased, and tho appetito becawe, as the lady
thought, * quite indelicate.”” Dr. Fowler found it *an exeellent
remedy for the tenesmus of dysentery.” *So far as my vxpericnce
goes, this root scems to be a prime remedy for Aemorrhoids, dysmen-
orrivea, constipation wnd dyspepsia, in fact it seems to be sovthing to
all inflammation of the lower viscera.”
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“R.8.7* reporis a case of constipation of five days’ continuance,
in an old man of 71, accompanied with retehing, erustation, coughing
of tough grayish mucus; cured with Collinsonia in thirty-six hours,

In my own practice I have found the Collinsonia a valuable remedy
in constipation, flatulence and hsemorrhoids. One case of the latter
affection is of sufficient interest to mention :

A genileman of middle age, a book-keeper, of sedentary habits,
standing most of the time at the desk, and an inveterate smoker,
applied for relief from the following symptoms : Slow digestion, 20z
constipated, alvine evacuations, soft, once a day, Severe weight in
rectum, with an intense irritation, itching, and a sensation in the rec-
tum as if sticks, sand or gravel had lodged there. Swall tumors pro-
truded from the anus, but were not very sensitive, without bleeding.
In the morning the symptoms were alleviated, but were aggravated
as the day approached evening, when the irritation hecomes intol-
erable, often preventing sleep uutil a late hour. Esculus hip. was
thoroughly indicated, but I wished to try the Collinsonia. Having
nope of the tincture, I prescribed Collinsenin, 2d trit., one grain
every four hours. In three days all the symptoms vanished. I gave
him some pellets of Asculus to take if the Collinsonin failed to
relieve, but ke did not use them.

Dr. Holeombe remarks, in a paper on “Medicines and Doses,”
that the late Dr. Stewart, of Naichez, used to call the Cellinsonia a
“trump card” in congestions of the pelvic viscera. Dr. Holecombe
states that he has verified its importanece in obstinate cases of haemor-
rhoids and leucorrhes.

Prof. G. W. Barnes writes me: “The Collinsonia canadensis
has been employed by me with suecess in several cases of hasmor-
rhoids. The symptome most indicating its usc in connection with
piles are constipation and pains in the epigastrium. I have known
this last symptom to arise from the use of the tincture in two cases,
and have known it to disappear in other cases from the use of the
remedy, in the 2d decimal dilution.”

Urinary Organs.—* For the firsi week iis action seemed to be
almost wholly confined to the kidneys.”—(Fowler), Probably in
increasing the amount of uriue, as it is a diuretic,

Cuvicat Ospservarions. — King says, “it is used in gravel,
catarrl of the bladder, and urinary disorders,” Jones & Scudder
record that it is esteemed diwsetzc, and has been used in dropsies,
and chronic diseases of the urinary passages; itis reputed &thon-
griptie, but we doubt its capability of dissolving urinary concretions,
although it may be serviceable in allaying the irritation caused by
them.” Prof. Lee says it is a “ valuable alterative in chronic dis-
cases of the genito-urinary crgans” Some patients of mine have
related to me some extraordinary cures by means of this remedy, of
“gravel,” of which they were once victims. What the real disorder
was [ could not determine, although from the description of the

" * Amer. Hom. Observer.
i U. & Medieal and Surgical Jovrnal, vel, I, p. 232,
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patients it must have been soms chronic affection of the kidneys or
bladder, in which caleuli were present. Weo may safely deduce, from
our actua! knowledge of its virtues. that ic will be found more useful
in chronic than acute affections of the wrinary organs. It will prob-.
ably prove useful in chronie eystitis, urethritis and nepbritis ; alsoin
affections of the bladder arising from diseases of the rectum.

Genital Organs of Women,—Dr. Carroll thinks that it is capable
of producing abortion in the early months of uterine gestation,

Crinicar Osservarions.—1It is said to be curative in some forms
of leucorrheea. It has cured, in the hands of howecopathic practi-
tioners, lencorrhaea, prolapsns, dysmenorrhoes, ete., as the following
cases will show, It will strilke the eritical reader, however, that
nearly all the abnormal conditions of the uterine organs were really
dependent upon diseases of the rectum or bowels, as constipation or
piles, and that when the Collinsonia removed the latier diseases, the
uterine disorder disappeared. Tt is too often overlooked by the care.
less and unobservant physiciap, that & prolapsus or retroversion may
le caused by constipation; a pruritus or leucorrbeea, by hemorrhoids,
and even a congested cerviz by an acute or chronic dysentery. It
seems very probable that it will be found curative in vicarious men-
struation, when the substitutive bleeding is from the kmmorrhoidal
veing, In amenorrhea from congestion of the uterus and pelvie
viscera, it may be found beneficial. In menorrhagia from the same
cause, it will prove cqually uscful. _Adorzion may be prevented by
its use, when that accident is impending, as 2 result of constipation,
piles, ete. T am pot prepared to believe, however, that its action on
the uterus is direet.

Dysmenorrhea.—We cannot find any recommendation for the use
of this drog in painful menstruation in the literature of the allopathic
achools, but it appears to have been used successfully by homeeopath-
ists in that affeetion. Dr. A, L. Carroll*® of New York, says: =In
dysmenorrheea its action is most powerful—so powerful thatI am led
to believe it capable, during the early periods of uterc-gestation, of
producing abortion. In no instance that has fallen upder my notice,
has it failed to relieve promptly this menstrual derangement, which
is s0 common among all classes of women in our climate, and 1 am
convinced that when more extensively known it will be found a speci-
fic in this form of disease.” Dr. Fowler, (case four) under the head
of Heemorrhoids, reports a cure of dysmenorrheea, complicated with
piles, loss of appetite, and constant diarrheea. Dr. Snelling adds bis
testimony to Dr. Carroll’s, in regard to it efficiency in dysmenorrhoea,
“ There is no doubt,” he remarks, * that it exercises o sirong specific
influence over the female organs of generation, as we have also scen
distressing symptoms of pruritus, and prolapsus of the womb yield
under its use. “‘A lady aged about 35, unmarried, had suffered for a
long time past with all the distressing symptoms of a uterine prolap-
sus, complicated with praritus, dysmenorrheea, and most obstinate
constipation. Sbhe had been for some time under the care of a dis -

* N, A, Journal of Hommapatly, vol. 5, p. 5i6.
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tinguished practitioner for the prolapsus uteri, who, after relieving
the more urgent symptoms, and restoring somewhat the tone of her
system, told her that her only safety lay i avoiding coustipation, and
to this end preseribed a cathartic piil, which was to be taken as ocea-
sion required. Under this course she was gradaally but steadily
retrograding. Kach recarring meunstrual period brought its days of
acute suffering, and confinement to the bed. Ivery movement of the
bowels was accomplished only by the aid of a strong cathartic, and
this had come to be an act of suffering and dread from the painful
prolapsus of the womb at these times. The bowela refusing to aet,
it became necessary frequently to repeat again and again the opening
pills, before their torpor could be overcome, and then a quick sue-
cession of copious and debilitating liquid stools would leave her pros-
trate for days. She thus alternated between 2 state of absolute
inaction of the bowels, with- its train of attendant evils, and the
exhaustion consequent upon hypercatharsis. April 3d.—She was put
upon three grain doses of Collinsonia can., one quarter trit., three per
diem, with directions to abstain from the use of the habitual cathar-
tie as long as was possible for her to do so; no other change whatever
was made. Twenty-four hours had elapsed since the bowels had
moved. Slight pains at times in the back and uterine regions, with
distressing pruritus, Appetite small, pulse normal. April 5th,—
Nataral movements of the bowels without other assistance. Noother
effects. April Tth and Sth.—Healthy movements from the bowels,
April 10¢h.—Much improved in every respect; constipation entirely
removed ; symptoms altogether so marked better that the medicine
was discontinued for one week. During this week the monthly turn
passed over with much less than the usual amount of suffering,
though some imprudence in diet was followed by colicky pains io the
abdomen ; these, however, passed over. At the end of the week the
constipation having somewhat returned, the remedy was resumed,
followed in twenty-four hours by a natural movement from the bowels.
The medicine was continued for one week aod then given up,  The
relief iwas complete and permanent. No subsequent symptoms wade
their appearance, and a few days since she expressed hersclf as per-
fectly and eatirely well, “ without an ache or & pain.” During the
conrse of the administrution of the remedy, the pruritus, dysmenor-
rheea, and symptoms of prolapsus uteri, were quietly and completely
removed.” It may be that Collinsonia does not act specifically and
directly upon the uterns, but cures congestions, pains, prolapsus, cte.,
by removing diseased conditions from other of t.Ee pelvic viscera.
Dr. Cushiog, of Lynn, Mass., reports relative to its successful nse
in pruritus: * Mrs. A, eight months pregnant, (fourth pregnancy),
has viotent itching of the genitals, parts badly swollen, dark red and
protruding, cannot walk or lie down, is almost wild with the itching,
laoks haggard and au objeet of pity. At 11 A ., dissolved a few
No. 4 globules of Collinsonia 3d, in one-half 1 glass of water, ordered
one teaspoonful every hour, with nothing external, as she had used
washes, poultices, ete,, ete. The itching increased till near evening,
when it rapidly subsided, the swelling disappeared, the musclee con-
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traoted, and so sudden was the change that the patient fainted. Feb.
10.—To-day the patient is about the house, no itching, no swelling, ne
spreness.

Dr. Krebby, of Boston, reports a complicated case of dysmenorrhea
with eomstipation; cured rapidly with this remedy.*

Case 1st. On the 19th of November, 1864, 1 was called to see a
young woman who was suffering from dysmenorrhosa and menstrual
convulsions. She had been aubject to these attacks at each menstrual
period for the last four years, and had been under allopathic as well
as homeopathic treatment, without receiving any permanent benefit.
The mother of the patient said that the homwopathic medicines had
helped hor daughter the most in controlling the violence of the spasma.
The convulsions were gonerally preceded by severe pain in the regiom
of the womb, amounting to twenty and more, in paroxysms of fifteen
or twenty minutes duration, and requiring two or three persons to.
prevent the patient from hurting herself,

On farther inquiry I was told that she was subject to extreme con-.
stipation, and that she would sometimes go o week or ten days with-.
out baving 2 movement from the bowels. She had been treated by
different pbysicians for prolapsus uteri, because some gymptoms were:
indicative of that complaint. I will mention one: She was unable
to walk, and had to be carried from the house to the carriage in the
arms.

After I had summed up all the symptoms, I concluded to give
this patient Collinsonia, the third, one drop in twelve powders of
sugar of milk, one powder every three hours, until better ; then one
or two a day only.

The pext day I found the patient a good deal improved; her
mother told me that she had had two more convulsions in the even-
inf. but that to-day she was uncommenly comfortable, because at
other times she would usually remain in a stupor for {wenty-four
hours or more, and then come out of it with a severe headache, TFha
same medicine was contioued, one powder twice a day.

In two weeks the patient called on me, saying that she had not
felt a0 well for years, that her bowels were regular, free of all pain,
and she could walk a mile or two, a thing she had not done for along
time.

Tt is now about eight months since I preseribed the ove drop of
Collinsonia, the patient has remained perfectly free from the former
menstrual disturbances, regular in her bowels, and able to walk from
three to four miles daily.

Remarks.—This seews to have been an aggravated case of consti-

sation in which the Collinsonia acted specifically ; the cause of the

isturbance having been removed, return of health was the natural
consequence,

* Medical Investigator, vol. IT, p. 112,
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Genital Organs of Men.—It has proved useful in gleer. Itis
indicated in spermatorrheea from heemorrhoids and constipation. Dr.
Fowler (Case 3d) cured & case of varicocele from the above mentioned
canses,

Respiratory Organs,— We find no extended mention in allopathic
or eclectic therapeutics, of the use of Collinacuia in affections of the
pulmonary organs, It has, however, been used in the mew school
with suceess. The following case, illusirating the use of Collinsonia
in pulmonary hemorrhage was reported by Dr. Liebold, of Newark,
N. J*—+0On the evening of the 1lth of August last I was
called in bhaste to the bedsids of Mr. G., an American, about
forty years of age, who had just had the third atiack of
pulmonary hemorrhage under allopathic medieation, in the space
of four days. He had lost about a pint of moderately fresh locking
blood each time, but this time more than previously. The history of
the case was, that he had *inflammation of the lungs™ two years age
treated allopathically. Up to this day he was comparatively well,
and could assign no cause for his present gickness. On the first day
he got sick he passed blood per anum too, but not subsequently,
With a short backing cough, he raised almost without intermission
and spat very tough and dark coagula of blood, as large as a bean,
enveloped in viseid phlegm, Of course he felt semewhat uneasy in
his chest, but had 7o pain. I put him on Hamamelis virginica for
three days, but the hemorrhage returned twice, on the 12th and 14th,
-although diminished; the spitting of blood remained about the same.
‘Then I gave Ferrum-aceticim ; for tweuty-four hours, some bemor-
rhage. Lyeopus virginicus for twenty-four hours.

August 16th. ‘No better. Complains of great inconverience
from constipation. Gave Collinsonia canadensis one-fourth, one
powder every three hours (having in view only its gentle laxative
power), The next morning I was greeted, < Well, Doctor, that is the
right remedy, that will cure me,” and so it did almost. I say almost,
for notwithstanding be took it up to the 25th, *by and by, at longer
jutervals,’ there appeared for the last four days, two or three times,
blood in his sputa. The eure was completed by Conium 1st, in two
days. Saw him well to-day. The Collinsonia can. acted in this case
not in the least on the bowels, more on the kidneys, but developed an
admirable carminative power. So also said a lady who took it for
dysmenorrheea, and who ealled them only by the name of ‘ wind
powders.” Mr. G. never had hemorrhoids.”

* Worth American Journal, vol, 7 page 484.
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[8ince the preparation ¢f the above article the following Proving was presented by W. H.
Burt, M. D, o the Western Institute of Hommopathy, af its third Annual Meeting, held aé
Cleveland, May 234 and 24th, 1866. The resume 2nd clinical observations following are alo by
Dr. Burt.)

PROVING BY W. H, BURT, M. D., OF LINCOLN, ILL.

April 27¢th, 1866. In perfect health ; bowels move once a day,
moved this morning at 7 4. m. Tongue clean, good appetite. My
temperament is sanguine nervons, . 80, weight 1451bs, 11 a. u.,
took half an ounce of the third decimal, prepared in water from the
second aleoholie dilution. Ta half an hour dull pain over the eyes,
with pressing pain in the right temple; distress in the umbilicus,
and eructations of air. 12 M. Dull frontal headache, with tearing
pains in both knees, passing down the inside of the legs to the feet
while sitting ; neuralgic pains in the superior maxillary bone when in
the open air. 2 . m. Dull frontal headache, with frequent rheumatic
paing in the arms, hands and legs. 3 ». m. Dryness of the nostrils,
with frequent sharp pains in the right temple, and dall aching dis-
tresa in the stomach and bowela. 4 p, u, Sha;rp, cutting pains in the
stomach for five minutes while sitting down ; no more symptoms,

April 28. Slept well, but feel languid, 10 a.m. Took half an
ounce. 12 m. Dull frontal headache, with frequent flying pains in the
legs ; slight nausea, with distress in the stomach and bowels. 9e. m.
Great lassitude, with desire to sleep all day; no stool.

April 290. Awoke with dull headache, and a feeling of great
lassitnde, which lasted all day, with great desire to sleep ; no stool.

April 30. Feeling languid, took halt an ounce of the second deci-
mal dilution in water. Produced coastipation for two days, with a
feeling of great languor,

. May 1. Took twenty drops of the tincture prepared by Dr. E,
A. Lodge. At S5 p. M., thermometer 56, strong west wind, 7 P
Light colored, lumpy stool, with hard straining, followed by dull pains
in the anus and hypogastrium for half an hour, 9 p.m. evere nau.
sea, with hard cutting pains in the hypogastrinm, and frequent emis-
sions of flatus from the anns,—lasted one hour, when I went to sleep,

May 2. Awoke twice in the night with sharp, ecutting paios in
the hypogastrium. Awoke at 4 4. ¥, with severe cutting pains in
the hypogastrium, and great desire for stool. Stool first part hard
and lumpy, last part run from kowels thin as milk, with severe
pains in the hypogastrium, accompanied with s raining, severe nausea
and fainting. The paing continued for fifteen minutes, when it was
followed by another copious watery stool, with the same symptoms of
the first. Went to bed, slept one hour, when I awoke with great pain
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in the hypogastrium and desire for stool. Stool of bile, mueus and
yellow matier, accompanied by severe tenesmus, and followed by hard,
cutting pains in the bowels. Tongue coated”yellow along the centre
and base, with a rough, bitter taste in the mouth. Feeling very
weak and faint. TFaece quite yellow around the eyes. 8 a. M. Since
last stool have had severe, cutting pains in the hypogastric region
every ten or fifteen minutes, the pains were so hard that I was com.
pelled to sit down each time, and became very faint; stool of yellow
fweal matter, mucus and about one teaspoonful of bloed, with tenes-
mus, and followed by sharp, cutting pains in the hypegastrium for
. fifteen minutes. 10 4. m. Small stool of mucus and blood, with tenes-
mus, preceded and followed by sharp, cutting pains in the hypogas-
trium. 12 m, Stool of bilious matter, mucus and blood, with the
same symptoms as the last stool ; dull distress in the right hypochon-
drium. Urine high colored and scanty. Nausen while sitting, with
cutting paios every few minutes in the whole hypogastrium. 2 p. u,
Cutting pains in the bypogastrium, with stool of bilious matter,
mucus streaked with blood, and tenesmus. 10 ». u. All the
afterncon and evening had cntting pains in the bypogastrium every
balf hour ic one hour, that would last from two to five minutes at a
time. Fecling weak,

May 3. Slept good, papescent stool at 7 p. M., preceded by dull
pains in the small intestines. 10 r. s Dull pains in the umbilious
for five minutes.

May 4. Mushy stool at 8 o, M. No more stools for three days,
then natural stool.

RESUME,

Characteristic Peculiarities.—~The pains caused by Collinsonia
canadensis are most all situated in the hypogastrium, and are of the
most violent character, accompanied with naugea, fainting and great
prostration, [In sensitive subjects.—1I.]

Skin,—Skin yellow arcund the eyes.

Sleep.—Great disposition to sleep during the day, disturbed at
night from pain in the hypogastric region.

Nervous System.—Great prostration of the nervous system.

Head.—Dull frontal headache, with inflammation of the bowels.
Doll pains in the forehead, with frequent pains in the right temple.
Dull frontal headache, with great lassitude, lasting all day, with great
desire to sleep, also accompanied with frequent rbeumatic pains in
the arms, hands and legs.
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Nose,—Dryness of the nostrils, with frequent sharp pains in the
right temple and superior maxillary bone,

Mouth,—Tongue coated yellow along the centre and base, with
rough, bitter taste in the mouth.

Gastric Symptoms,—Slight nauzea with distress in th stomach.
Nausea while sitting down, with cutting pains every few minutes in
the hypogastrinm. Nausea during stool, with fainting.

Stomach,— Sharp, cutting pains in the stomach for five minntes,
while sitting down. Dull, aching distress in the region of the
stomach,

Abdomen.—Rumbling in the abdomen. Awoke twice in the
night with sharp, cutting pains in the hypogasiric region. Bevere
colieky pains in the hypogastrium, with great desire for stool ; sharp,
cutting pains in the bhypogastrium before, during and after stool.
Severe colicky paing in the hypogastrium every few minutes, with
nausea and fainting ; colicky pains in the hypogastrium for three days,
with dysentery. The pains are so severe in the whole bypogastrium,
every few minutes, that I am compelled to sit down to get relief.

8iool.—Constipation three days, then dry, light.colored lumpy
stool, (from the dilutions,} witk great lassitude and desire to aleep,
Light colored, lumpy stool, followed by distress in the anus and pain
in the hypogastrium. Stools are all preceded and followed by severe
colicky pains in the hypogastric region, with more or less tenesmus,
Softt, papescent stools; stools of yellow, bilious matter, mucus, hile
and blood, with tenesmus ; stools of mucus and blood, with tenesmus.
Copious steol of yellow, bilious matter ; copious, watery stool, with
naugea and fainting; frequent nawsea with the stools. Papescent
atool, with about one teaspoonful of pure blood ; a number of stools
streaked with blood.

Crivicar Opservations.—From the above symptoms, we learn
that the Collinsonia will prove to be 2 most valuable remedial agent
in the cure of colie, diarrheea, both acute and chronic, and in dysen.
tery, Since proving this remedy I have had the privilege of testin%
its remedial qualities in two cases of chronic diarrheea, which I wil
Tecite :

Mrs, M., aged 22, tempersment nervous. Was confined eight
months gince, has had diarchwa ever since; has from four to
twelve stools a day, and averages about two at night; at times the
stools are pure mucus, but most of the time they are composed of
mucus and black fecal matter ; hefore stool has violent colicky pains
in the whole of the lower part of the bowels ; bas a good deal of ten-
esmus, but not much pain after stool Has been treated by an eclec-
tic physician in Chicago ever since her confinement, with varying
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suecess., At times she would be mueh better, when she would be
taken with npausesa and vomiting, with severe colicky pains io the
bowels, and a long train of hysterical symptoms, with frequent faint-
ing. It was in one of those spells I first saw her; the abdomen was
very tender on pressure, She had had stools every hzlf hour for
twelve hours, with severe colicky pains in the umbilical and hypogas.
tric regions ; had vomited four times through the day. Gave Collin-
gonia, five drops of the tineture in half a tumbler full of water, one
teagpoonful every hour, Nextmorning I found her much better ;
had not vomited any ; no stool through the night; bad two this moro-
ing; now 9 a. m. The colicky Eain has almost ceased. Continued
same remedy every two hours ; bad one more stool through the day ;
next day had but one stool ; sat up mostof the day. Took the remedy
three days longer, when I discharged her cured. It is now sizteen
days, she continues to have one natural stool a day, and says she is
perfectly cured. If this lady remains permanently cured it will give
me great confidence in the remedy.

A farmer, aged about 40, temperament bilious. Ias had chronde
diarrhaa for the last eleven months ; stools papescent, of a ycllow
color, mized with mucus; has wo pain in the bowels to speak of, but
has severe tenesmus; has to sit sometimes half an hour. at stool ;
becomes very faint after stools ; has constant pain in Lis groins, pass-
ing down to the knees ; this is the only symptom that seems to tronble
him all the time; he says the paio is almost unbearable; has about
eight stools a day, none at night. Is much emaciated; has a dry
cough, which gives him a great deal of trouble; keeps his bed moat
of the time. Gave Collinsonia and Colocynth in alternation every
four bours; has taken the medicine eight daysand iz about well since
the third day ; has but one stool a day, which is about natural, excep-
ting one day bad three stools, The pain in the bips and legs has
completely passed away. Rode forty miles yosterday, buying horses,
which did oot bur$ him in the least. The golocynth had something
to do with the cure of this case, but I think the Collinsonia had
more.

¥ gave the Collinsonia two days to a returned soldier for ckronic
digrrhwa that had lasted eighteen months, with no effect, His symp-
toms were great emaciation, night sweats, dry cough, from four to
eight stools o day, and two to four at night, with no pain; stools were
muens, undigested food and yellow fwcal matter; with great thirst,
and vomiting every night of sour food. Polyporus officinalis 1st, did
great good for one week. Stools were all digested good, and only
two a day, with no vomiting, but the thirst continued unabated, Gave
Arsenicum, which is having a good effect,

Liver.—Dull, aching distress in the right hypogastrium, with
papescent stools, mixed with bile.

Urinary Organs,—Urine high colored and scanty,

Superior Extremities.—Frequent rheumatic pains in the hands,
arms and legs, from the dilntion.
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Lower Exiremities.—Severe pains in both knees, passing down
to the feet on the inside of the legs,

In the subsequent discussion at the third Annual Meeting of the
Western Institute of Homeopathy, on the proving, ete, of Dr. Burt,
Dr. E. M. Hale called attention to its use in diseases of the heart.
He stated that Dr. Paine, of Philadelphia (Eclectic) had advised it
in diseases of the valves following rheuwmatic carditis, and had
reported several casea cured by the medicine,

Dr. P. H. Hale related a case of valvular disease, following a
severe and prolonged attack of acute rheumatism, in which he found
the Collinsonia to give more decided relief than any other remedy.
He gave it as follows : one dram of the tincture to oue-half pint of
simple syrup, & teaspoonful every four hours,

Dr. Sheperd had used it suecessfully in a- case of discase of the
mitral valpe; the murmur had much diminished, the general symp-
toms improved, and the patient was decidedly better,

Dr. H. C. Allen, of Brantford, C. W., has alse used it with bene-
fit in & case of cardiac disease, in which digitalis, cactus, and other
remedies had failed.

Dr. E. M. Hale believed the Collinsonia acted primarily on the
heart, and hence the porial congestion, dyspepsia, cough, hemopty-
sis, and even hamorrhoids, which was within its sphere of curative
aotion.

Dr. E. C. Franklin reports several cases of chronie, painful,
bleeding heeworrhoids, eured in a very short time by the Collinsonia,




COMOCLADIA DENTATA.

{Guao.)

Anavocues.—Anacardium, Rhus toxicodendron, Rhus radicans,
Rhus venenata, Rhus verniz.

Bortanicar Descriprion.—Leaflets substalked with ar odd one, of
sixteen fans, curvate at base, oblong, acuminate, prickly-toothed,
smooth above, downy beneath. Racemes numerous and terminal, and
belongs to the order Terrebintaca of Jessien. Shrud from four to
cight feet long, juice acrid, milky, becoming black by exposure to the
air, and forming an indelible ink when applied to the skin or linen,

The Comocladia dentata {Guao) belongs to the same family as the
Rhus tozicodendron and venenata, and the Anacardium occidentale
or Cashew tree. Lindley deseribes it as follows, (Flora Medica, page
208, § 598.):

“ Anacardiacee,—Comocladia dentata, (Guav). St. Domingo and
Cuba. A tree, stem erect, not much branched. Leaves pinnated,
shining and green above, with a round rachis six inches long; leaflets
gix to ten on each side, with an odd onme, oblong, acnminate, apring-
toothed, veiny and somewhat downy at the back. ~Juice milky, gintin-
ous, becoming black by exfosure to the air, staining the linen or the
skin of the same color, only coming off with the skin itself, and not
removable from linen by washing, even if repeated for many years
guccessively. It is supposed by the matives of Cuba that it is death
to sleep beneath its shade, eapecially for persons of a sangunine or fat
habit of body. This is firmly believed, and there ean be no doubt
that it iz the most dangerous plant upon the island.

Mepicav History.—The medicinal use of this plant has been
mostly coofined to the West Indian tribes, and to a few native physi-
cians.

The following notice of the plant and its uses appeared in homao-
pathie literature several years ago, but the remedy has not had
extended use in our school.

General Effects.—« This plant is very common on the Island of
Cuba, and ia found growing on the sea-coasts and savannahs, My
attention was drawn to it by its effects upon persons exposed o its
influences, which are very similar to those produced by the Rhoes of
North America. It produces violent itching, redness and erysipela-
tions swelling of the face, hands and other paris of the body, followed
by yellow vesications and desquamation of the cuticle—but all per
sons are not equally susceptible to its poisonous operation, some can
handle it with impunity, while othera by merely touching it or
possing near it are affected in a few hours after. In some instances
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large sores and ulcerations remain, which become very difficult to
cure, The fruii is caten by some persons without producing very
bad effects. The juice of this plant applied to the skin has different
cffeots, according to the constitution of the person. Oun some it pro-
duces only a black spot, and children often use it to mark their faces
and bands; but for some persons, especially those coming from a eold
climate, its uge is very dangerous, It produces inflammation in the
parl touched with it, general malaise, fever and headache ; after a few
days these gencral symptoms disappear, leaving only inflammation of
the part, with deep, hard-edged ulcers, which discharge a thick, pur-
ulent, greenish yellow matter, having a very peculiar fetid smell, the
parts becoming in appearaunce similar to a piece of raw decayed meat,
while the surrounding skin is covered with small shining seales,
These local effects are generally cured by frequent applications of
fresh lard, bolding the partas close to the fire ns possible. This
treatment is gencrally sufficient, and after a few weeks the patient is
well,

Some persons are so easily affected by this poison that merely
passing by this tree when the sun shines, and being of course in its
shadow, produces swelling of the whole body, with high fever and
stupefying, throbbing headache. I have seen some cases where chil-
dren innoculated with this juice, for the purpose of having spolted
hands, as they say, have been so intensely affected by it that the
suppuration and other local symptoms having subsided, they suffered
constitutionally some time. I have seen a case, among others, of a
boy who was subject to occasional burning cruptions on the skin for
some years after the innoculation. I have seen a case, too, of a girl
inoculated when she was six years old, suffering from severe attacks
of inflammation of the throat uniil the period of womanhood, when
they ceased.” (Howard.)

Mr, Edward Otto, writing from Trinidad de Cuba, says: < The
only thing I found bere was dearly bought. The Guao is a tree from
four to eight feet in height, with beautiful dark green leaves, having
a brownish tinge around the margin. The blossoms are small, of a
bluish brown, and hang like loose bunches of grapes at the points of
the shoots, or even on the stem itself, as it has seldom branches. This
tree is frequently found near small rivers, particlarly in barren and
stony places, and in the savanuahs; some cight feet in height, it may
be seen in the immediate vicinity of Trinidad, and no one ventures
to cut it down, as its bad properties are 80 well known. In the savan-
nsh near the e¢ity, I saw on the 12th of March, a specimen of this
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tree four feet in height, in full flower. Quite delighted with the
sight, I cut off the top, and also some shoots from another specimen,
and laid them with the other plants which my negro carried. A
dark brownish green sap flowed from the wounds and stained my
hands. On returning home I arranged the collected blossoms, and
found I could not remove the stains on my hands by means of soap
and brush, and when I made the natives understand my grievance,
they told me I might be glad to come off with my life, because,
although some were only injured by touching the sap, others again by
merely coming in contact with the tree, or by passing near it, have
egperienced fatal effects. About noon on the day I tonched the sap
I experienced a painful durning on my face and arms, and particu-
larly about my eyes, and it became greater towards eveming.' My
sleep was tolerably placid, but what was my horror on awakening to
see my face most dreadfully swollen, my eyes projecting far out of
their sockets, and I could only see a faint glimmer of light with the
left. A tormenting itehing and burning came over my whole body,
and I found it quite time to send for medieal aid. Bleeding, washing
with water from a decoction of the blossoms of the malva, a
bath, and twelve leeches on my eyes, were the expedients resorted
to by the doctor; the swelling abated towards evening, and the fol-
lowing day I was able to see. The swelling was quite gone in the
course of a few days, and it was followed by the breaking out of a
red color all over the body, resembling searlet fever. 1 then had a baih,
in which there was put a proporiion of brandy, When the redness
and burning disappeared I might have been taken for a native, as I
could hardly be distinguished from a mulatie. I was told that this
plant is used officinally in cholera and yellow fever, but in this respect
I did not wish to renew my acquaintance with it.”
- SYMPTOMATOLOGY.

General [Sympioms, —The general symptoms of this drug are

well described in the foregoing * General Effects.”

Skin,—The effects of this medicine on the dermoid tissue are so
minutely described in the foregoing paragraphs, that they need not
be repeated here,

Ouinicar Osservations.—Magdalena Radriguez, a young girl
about sizteen years of age, presented the following symptoms: Left
side of the face swollen; left ear larger than the right one; all
cracked, losing a substance very similar to finely pulverized starch.
A consultation wae held and the case was pronounced commencing
malignant lepra, (Enfermadad de Lan Lagars), The father was
advised by the doctors to take necessary steps to have his daughter



COMOCLADIA DENTATA. 267

removed to the * Hospital de Lagarinos,” a kind of lazaretto, where
they confine for life, without regard to position, wealth or birth, the
unfortunate victims of this terrible disease, so fatal and contagious is it,
cspecially in warm climates. Under these afflicting circumstances
the parents resorted to homweopathy, The cure was effected in five
weeﬁs by the use of Guao in different potencies,

In all vesicadar eruptions this remedy will rival the different vari.
eties of Rhus. In erysipelas, herpes, zona, ete., it will prove an
admirable remedy.

It is snperior, however, to Rkhus, from the fact that its effects are
more intense, and tend to greater destruction of the skin and cellular
tissue. It is homoeopathic to severe uleerations, which RAus is not,
or but rarely.

‘Sleep, —Restlessness at night ; continnal rolling from side to side;
troubled dreams during sleep, talking about one’s business.

Head, —The head feels heavier about the forebead and eyes;
cannot deseribe the pain; pain inereased by the heat of the stove,
and when stooping almost impossible to bold the head down. Relieved
by being in the open air. Feeling of heaviness in the head in the
morning ; shooting pains through the left temple, recurring at inter-
vals for three hours, and at times for several days, At times feeling
dizzy ; on arising from bed everything locks dark, motion relieves all
paing, uo pains when in the open air; restless, cannot sit still, con-
ptant change of position because it gives relief.

Crmneat OsservaTions,—* Corrosive itching of the head” has
been cured with this remedy. It will be found useful in many erap-
tive diseases of the scalp, erysipelas, ete,

It will be noted that all the pains are relieved by movement, as in
Rhus toxicodendron and others of that genus,

Eyes,—Aching soreness in the eye.balls, which increased in
severity during the evening, sometimes making me very dizzy, aggra
vated by looking or moving the head, causing flow of tears. The
eyes feel very heavy and larger than usual ; painful and pressing out
of the head, ay if something was pressing on top of the eyehalls,
moving them downwards and outwards. Inflammation of the eyes.
Edges of the eyelids inflamed and red, conjunctiva and sclerotic
coat red, with great intolerance to light; would see from the
right eye a red ring arcund the light of the lamp, and in closing the
right eye the ring disappears. Violent pain extending from the pos-
terior portion of the right eye, through the head to the occipital pro-
tuberance, with great soreness of the eye.ball ; very profuse lachry-
mation, and sensation as if the eye was much larger than patural ;
the eye feels sore next morning; soreness of the eye-balls during the
avening ; fine stitches in the external canthus of the left eye, resom-
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bling small needles, and moving rapidly from below upwards, lasting
only a few seconds. Severe pains, at intervals, extending from the
posterior portion of both eye-balls through the head to just below the
occipital protuberance, with sensation of pressure on the superior
surface of the eye.balls, seeming to move the eye downward and ont
ward ; relieved by sitting quietly before a wood fire, aggravated by
moving the head, by reading, by looking at a lighted candle and bright
objects. Lachrymation constant, worse in the open air. Face around
the eyes felt awollen, and the right eye-ball very sore, worse on
moving the eye. The right eye very painful and feeling much larger
and more protruded than the left ; eyes dull and glassy, the vessels
congested, the eye-lids red, swollen, and just below the inferior tarsal
cartilages the face is very much puffed out. During the day, in the
open air, profuse lachrymation, during the evening the left eye worse
- than the right. Pains in the eyes inereased by being near the warm
stove, with profuse lachrymation, also when stooping; the eye-balls
very sore, the right worse than the left; looking at e lighted candle
makes the eye more painful, and causing profuse lachrymation ; eye-
balls worse on moving them.

Crmear Opservarrons.—It promises to be one of our most reli-
able remedies in some discases otP the eyes,

Ears.—Dullness of hearing,

Nose,—Ltching in all that portion of the nose inferior to the bridge,
internally and externally, continuing constantly until going to sleep;
at night momentarily relieved by rubbing; next day itching of the
nose unabated, sometimes almost insupportable ; itching of the nose
betler in the open air; worse in a3 warm room. ’

Tecth and Jaws,—Achiog pains in the middle molar teeth of the
upper jaw of the right side, which increased and became of a twitch-
ing character; sensation 2s if the tooth was drawing out of its socket,
putting the nerve on the stretch and then suddenly pressing intoth e
socket again.  Pain shooting up to the temple of the same side; the
tooth feeling longer than the rest, lasting until three o’clock r. n.
Pain relieved by pressing on the jaw with the hand, and holding the
affected side close to a hot stove ; aggravated by holding cold water
in the mouth, Tmmediately after cessation of the toothache the head
feels heary and large, Aching in the bodies of all the teeth, lasting
& minute and returning about every five minutes, with intermitting
aching a half hour, with soreness of the eyeballs. Sensation as if all
the molar teeth on the right side were loose, lasting thirty minutes,
followed by a steady aching and soremess in the gnm and root of the
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middle molar teeth of the right lower jaw. (Inflammation of the
gums of the right lower jaw.} Sharp jumping toothacle in the middle
double tooth of the right upper jaw.

Mouth. —Tongue coated in the morning, dirty yellow; mouth
dry; appetite good; bowels sluggish. Tnferior lips blistered and
swollen ; change of weather aggravates the pain. Sweiling of the
lower lip. ' '

Larynx.—Spasmodic dry cough at night, with tickling in the
throat, and constant dull pain under the left nipple, extending through
to the left scapulw. Titilating cough ; hacking cough in the day time
and at night during sleep ; congh coming on while speaking,

Stomach,—Constant heaviness in region of the stomach; sour
eructations about two hours after eating. Sick feeling at the stomach,
which continues over an hour.

Abdomen.— A pale red flush, as if an eruption wonld make its.
appearance, from the right hypochondrisc region down to the crest
of the right ilium, aud extending two-thirds across the abdomen,
beneath, the skin is covered with papillee. Itching on the abdomen,
The back and right side of the abdomen presented a broad streak of
alternate white and red, extending up as far as the scapule. Pain
around the umbilicus, extending up to the epigastrium. Gurgling
and uneasiness in the intestines, in the hypogastrie region, accom-
panied with emission of odorless flatus.  Acute, sore pains, extending
across the abdomen just above the wnhilicus, affecting the breathing,
and lasting several minutes. Slight bubbling in the sbdomen, as if
wind there, and emissions of hot flatus. Abdomen feels swollen at
times ; dull paing in the abdomen; clothes too tight. Chronic ail-
ments of the spine much aggravated, especially between the scapulze.
Blight shifting pains in the hypogastric region. Distention of the
abdomen.

Genital Organs.--Continued tingling itching of the scrotum dur-
ing the night. Intense itching on the lower part'of penis, extending
to the prostrategland, also on inner side of prepuce.

Chest,—Acute pain in the left mammary gland, about an inch
above the nipple; sometimes throbbivg, and at others as if the sharp
edge of a small knife.blade was pressing on the spot with great force,
increasing with intensity, A bruised, sore feeling of tho ribs beneath
when pressing with the hand; relieved by walking about, particu-
larly by deep inspirations ; aggravated by expiration. Leaving the
mammary gland, passed down the side to the spleen, Fine prickings
in the costal cartilages of the eighth, ninth and tenth ribs of the righ
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side. Pain in the mammary gland ceases for an hour and then
returns ; pain leaves a burning sensation in the glands, and presses
down the right side of the chest and inner side of rightjarm, then to
the elbow down to the forearm and along the dorsal surface of second
and third fingers, followed by pain in the carpus. Soreness in & small
spot just below the ribs on the right ride. Painsin theleft mammary
glands reeurring every hour. Itching on several parts of the body,
Feeling of fullness and tightness across the lower part of the chest
and upper part of the abdomen, as if nothing could move, and causing
great difficulty of breathing ; feeling the abdomen swelled ; difficulty
of breathing, worse in the morning while in bed ; better while mov-
ing about in the open air. Heavy drawing pain in the left axilla
extending through the shoulder, with sensation as if the shonlder
would be drawn towards the neck, lasting for half an hour, Oecca-
sional digging pain in the center of the sternum, without ; pains from
within outwards ; axillary glands both swollen and gore, especially
the left. Stinging, pricking pain betwecn the nipple and axilla on
the left side ; the whole chest feels sore, and in contact; flannel irri-
tates without much soreness; breath continuzlly oppressed; canmot
draw a long breath, on account of sharp pain felt in the centre of the
throax, on left side. Red, hard pimple on the left side of the stern-
um, painful when touched ; intense itching on the sternum. Tingling
itching at the lower part of the sternum, and in the whole chest,
Constrictive pain across the chest.

Back, - Itching on the left seapule, with sensation asif there
were pimples there; then on the right scapulss. Pimples on shoul-
ders, containing white substances, and quite sore, Continunal burning
pain in the left scapulee, just above and posterior to the spine of scap,
ulz. Small, round, dull red pimples on left scapulze. Pimples on
back part of the neck and shoulders, some of them presenting a white
appearance at the apex ; no change of color by pressure with the fin-
gers. Very short stitches in the popliteal space of the left leg, as if
there were & dozen small pins shooting about in every direction,
which were intolerable, without any relief by rubbing and seratehing.
After disappearance of these stitches, violent smarting in the parts,
as if burned at a hot stove. Numb, tensive pain on inner side of the
thigh, extending from the serotum to the condyle. Aching, tensive
pain in the interior and lower part of both thighs, the right more than
the left, lasting over an hour in the left, and longer in theright thigh,
By pressing the parts with the hand the periosteum feels bruised and
sore,
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Upper Extremities, —Small round, and dull, sealy, red pimpies
ou the anterior and upper half of the right and left forearms. Ttch.
ing on various parts of the body, mostly on the extremities, more on
the upper extremities. The itching is of a tingling character, increas-
ing in intensity the longer it lasts; relieved by rubbing or seratehing.
Better in the open air and during motion; worse in a warm room,
warm weather, and by rest. In the morning, dull, aching pain, extend-
ing from a little above the left elbow down the posterior portion of the
arm, dorsum of the hands, to the ends of the fingers, lasting over two
hours, Relieved by exercising the arm ; tho arm feels numb when
holding anything in the hand. Drawing, eramping pain in the middle
of the palm of the right hand, extending to the tips of the fingers,
except the thumb, as if the fingers would be drawn to the palm of the
hand, lasting three hours and a half. Numb, teusive pain of the fore-
arm, and rheumatic stiffness of the shoulders and elbow joints ; itch-
ing shifting rapidly from place to place, for the most part proceeding
from above down, particularly on the lower extremities, of a tingling
character. Drawing, crampy sensation in the first phalanxz of the
ring fiuger of the right hand, and as if’ this finger would be flexed on
the palm. This sensation seemed to move towards the metacarpo-
phalangeal articulation, lasting about ten minutes.- Drawing, cramp-
like pain in the right axilla. Violent itching immediately below the
right elbow, going off by rubbing, and reterning a‘ter ceasing rub-
bing. Itching on the dorsum of the left hand. Itching between the
metacarpal bones of the thumb and first finger of the right hand.

Crivicar Opservamons.—It has been found curative in the fol-
lowing cases: “ A dry erysipelatons eruption around the left
wrist and eyes, with intolerable corrosive itching. Dry tettery erup-
tion, in a woman, on both arms, extending from the elbows half way
up to the shoulders, over the biceps muscles, with excessive itching
after undressing ; on going to bed, and on seratching, would become
very red and irritable, and burniog.”

Lower Extremities,—Small, round and dull red scaly pimples
«on the outer and upper part of the calf of the left leg. Severe ting-
ling itching oun the left side of the serotum, which continued for ser-
eral minutes, shifting to the inner side and lower half of the left
thigh, which seemed nimost insupportable ; relief by rubbing. After
leaving thiz part felt it just below the knee, on the inner side of the
same extremity, A broad and alternate red streak on outer part of
the right thigk, The reduess disappeared by pressing with the fin-
.gers, and would return inimediately on taking away the pressure, A#
intervals during the day, tingling itching along the lower extremities,
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spreading over a space of three inches in length and one in breadth.
Itching changes its position and is relieved by seratching. Itching
on various parts of the lower extremities,

Crivicar. Onservations.—It has cured « erysipelatous inflamma-
tion of the inatep of the Ieft foot of a woman seventy years old, fol-
lowed by yellow vesication, and desquamation of the cuticle.”

CORNUS CIRCINATA,

(Round-leaved Dogwood, Green Osier.)

Anavrocues.— Baptisia, Clina, Chelona, Drosera, Hydrastis, Iris
versteolor, Wall chioricum, Muriatic actd, Nuz vomica, Nitric acid.

BoTanicar DuscripTion.— A shrud from six to ten feet high,
growing on hill-sides, near water courses ; leaves longer than in any
other species, round-oval, abruptly pointed, wooly and white beneath,
about as brozd as long, wavy on the edges, opposite on the branches.
Stem grayish, upright, with oppesite, cylindrical, green spotted or
warty branches, Flowers white, small, in flat or depressed cymes,
without involuere, Fruit light blue, round, hollowed at the hase, soft,
crowned with the remaing of the style, Is found all over the North-
ern States, flowering in June. The bark, when fresh, is bright green;
when dried is in quills, of a whitish or ash color; its taste is bitter,
astringent and aromatie.

Meomicat History,—The principal uses of this species in domes-
tic practice have been for apthous aud uleerated conditions of the
mouth. “Prof. Ives,” says Rafinesque, * extols this kind, and says
it resembles the pale Peruvian Bark.” * An ounce of the bark yields,
by boiling, 150 grains of an astringent and intensely bitter extraet,
In use it iz found preferable to Columbo for diarrheea and dyspepsia,
but it is too heating in fevers.” Wood, Stille, Lee, and nearly all the
allopathie authorities, make but slight mention of this variety of Cor-
nus. Prof. Ives was the first to use it, nearly forty years ago.

With characteristic want of accurate knowledge, they assert that
all the species of this genus possess the same or similar medicinal
virtues. The generul effects may have some resemblance, baut each
has a peculiar action of its own, on the human system.

The Cornus cireinata was introduced to the notice of the hommo-
pathic school in 1855, by Dr. Marey,* whose paper contained provings

* N. A. Jourmal, vol. 3, p. 279,
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oy Drs, J. W. Crane, Freeman and Fullgraff, as well as hia own, The
provings were made with the first, third and twelfth dilutions, and
mother tineture. The doses ranged from five to one hundred and
Jifty drops of the latter preparation, One experiment lasted twenty
days, one fificen days, the others six and eight days. The pathogen.
edis is # most thorongh and reliable one, and it is a matter of seprise
that our physicicians have not made larger use of the medicine, which
way not inaptly be ranked among the po%ycrests. Dr, Marey, in some
observations at the end of his paper, says: * We have taken especial
pains to exclude all sensations and symptoms which might be consid-
ered peculiar and natural to each individual. Qu this account &
a good?y number of phenoraena are omitted as of uncertain value.”

General Effects,—Dark and bilious steols, with griping and ten-
esemus; dyseuteric symptoms; bowel complaints generally, with
pains in the bowels before, during and after the discharges; general
debility, and impairod mental energy, with great drowsiness; bilious
derangements ; dull, heavy sensation in the head; shooting, aching,
or throbbing pains in the head ; disposition te perspire on slight exer-
tion; nausen, loss of appetite, bitter taste, lassitude; symptoms
resembling jaundice; cholera infantum ; diarrhea, with excessive
debility and nervous excitability ; chilliness, followed by flushes of
heat and sweat; sleep unrefreshing, and disturbed by uepleasant
dreams ; diarrheea, with great prostration of the whole body.

Crmicat. OpservaTions,.—Dr, Marey found it curative in all the
conditions mentioned above.

Skin.—Itcling of the scalp, legs and feet, increased by scratching -
ot rubbing, and succeeded by a painful burning sensation ; aggrava..
tion of an habitnal scurfy eruption of the scalp; amelioration of a
Jong standing herpetic eruption while under the inflnence of the
drug ; occasional paroxysms of itching of the skin of the back, legs,
and feet, mostly at night; fine scarlet rash on the breast, attended:
with itching ; itching in various parts of the body ; burning sensation
over the whole face ; skin covered with a copious clammy perspira-
tion ; itehing aronnd the genital organs; itehing and burning sensa-
tion over the whole body ; pricking sensalion in the arms and legs.

Crinical Osservamions.—These symptoms would seem to bear
out the popnlar belief that it is a good “bloed purifier.” Dr. Beach,
a veteran of the botanie school, says: * it is valuable in salt-rhenm,
serofula, cancerous humors, iteh, and all cutaneons diseases.” A
sweeping assertion, truly ! It might be classed among our anti-
paories.

Fever.—Flushes of heat, followed by easy general perspiration;
chilly sensation, succeeded by transient flushes of heat; congestion
of blood te the head and face; throbbing pains in the temples and

18
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vertex ; flushes of heat and coldness in alternation ; followed by eold
perapiration; soreness of the scalp; aching pains in the eyeballs;
rumbling of wind in the bowels; stitches in the chest and under the
scapula ; sense of debility and fatigue; heaviness of the head ; drows-
iness ; nausea; dull pain in the forehead and vertex; copious general
clammy perspiration, succeeded by general chiliness; transient flashes
of heat pervading the whole body, with shooting pains through the
brain ; heaviness of the eyelids; peevishness; aversion to meat and
bread ; and itching of the legs, thighs, and around the genital organs;
head and face hot; coldness, followed by flashes of heat and perspi-
ration; general itching of the skin; loss of appetite; drowsiness;
and griping pains in the bowels,

Crintoar Onservations.—In certain forms of bilious remittent
fever, if the gastric and intestinal symptoms correspond, this medi-
eine will be found useful. Professor Ives says this variety of Dog-
wood resembles the pale Peruvian Bark. (C. lancifolia.) It is used
in domestic practice as an anti-periodic. (See C. florida.)

Sleep.—Profound sleep during the night; drowsiness and-lassi-
tude ; very great drowsiness, and disposition to perspire : gleep dis-
turbed by frightful dreams; very sound, but ubrefreshing sleep;
very great disposition to sleep, with entire loss of mental and physi-
cal energy ; sleep disturbed by fullness and pressure in the head;
sleepy, and weak during the day, with dull pains in the head, back, -
and limbs ; stupid and sleepy feeling, with naugea, and burning of the
face, handa and feet.

Cumicar OssErvaTions,—Those physicians who have had to deal
much with bilious disorders, will recognize the above sympioms as
bearing a striking similarity to those which precede a hilious fever,
hepatie congestion, jaundice, or even an ague. Should the totality of
the symptoms correspond, it is quite likely that the use of the Cor-
nus circinata will prevent the establishment of either of those affec-
tions,

Miud and Sensorlum,—Drowsiness; confusion of ideas; indif
ference with respect to subjects which usually interest; drowsiness,
with entire disinelination to mental or corporeal exertion ; depression
of spirits; difficulty in fixing the mind, and in attending to ordinary
business ; mind confused, stupid, with inability to concentrate it upon
any subject, worse towards night; lightness of the head; pgreat
depression of spirits, and petulence ; very great disposition o sleep,
with apathy and indifference ; feeling of indolence, and loss of energy;
lagsitude, confusion of ideas, vertigo; giddiness, and lightness of
head, worse on shaking it Jor on stooping ; dread of making any
exertion, :
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Crivicav Osservations,—The suggestions offered under the pre-
ceding paragraph, 2re also applicable here ; the stupor, indifference,
ete., all resemble the premonitory symptoms of disordered conditions
of the liver. In hypochondriasis it will be found eurative, when
arising from hepatie torpor.

Head.—Dull, heavy pain in the whole head, with drowsiness, the
headache inereased by walking, stooping or shaking the head ; sense
of fullness in the head relieved by a copious stool ; dull pain in the
forehead ; aching pains throughout the temples, and on the top of the
head ; confused feeling in the head, and sense of fullness in the brain,
_ with unnsual heat in the head and face; congestion of blood to the

head and face ; f.h_robhing paing in the veriexz, and soreness of the
scalp ; heavy, aching pains in the head, with almost irresistible desire
to sloep ; drawing aensation (pain) from the back of the head to the
nose; dull, throbbing pains in the temples and side of the head;
deep-seated, pulsating pains in the occipnt and parietal regions; deep
- seated, pulsating pains in the occipital and parietal regions; deep
seated, dull pains under the center of the skull; dull pain in the
back of the head ; pulsations extending from the front to the back part
of the head; severe pulsative pains in the temporal regions, which
passed off during the evening and night; heavy, confused feeling in
the top of the head; slight, tensive aching pains through the whole
brain; slight pain over the right supra.orbital ridge ; dull paio in the
forehead and vertex; flushes of heat in the head and face ; heatin
the top of the head; head feels light and giddy, worse on shaking
or on stooping; shootiug pains through the whole brain; drawing
pains in the back part of the head, and in the nape of the neek ; sense
of fullness and pressure in the head, preventing sound sleep.
Crinicar. OpsErvaTioNs,— Dr. Marey found it curative in cases
when there was * dull heavy sensations in the head ; shooting, aching
or throbbing pains in the head.” It would seem to be indicated in
various forms of bilious headache. One particular form of bilious
cephalagia is well represented in the symptom—* sense of fulness in
the head, relieved by a copious stool.”  Allopathic physicians noticed
long ago that some forms of headache were relieved by free evacua-
tions from the bowels, oceurring spontaneously  This led to the use
and abuse of catharties in head affections generally. I have treated
many cases of habitual headache, which were relieved naturally, by
diarrheea, in which the pains in the head and the subsequent diarrheea
iyntlpt:n&s corresponded well with the above. In such cases itshould
e tested.

Eyes.—Aching pains through the eyeballs; heaviness of the eye-
lids ; eyes sunken; yellowish tinge of the conjuctiva ; hollowness of
the eyes; dark eircle under the eyes; semse of weight aronnd the
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eyes; very dull sensation over the eyebally; gense of contraction
around the eyes ; syes dull and heavy, as after a debauch ; sore pain
in the eyeballs,

Crintcar OeseRvaTIONS.—The “ aching pains through the eyeballs”
are with some patients premonitory of an attack of ague, or a billious
fever. We find it previous to a jaundice and hiliousheadache. The
“ yellow tinge of the conjuunctiva” is often one of the first symptoms
of jaundice. (8ee remarks under “ steof.”) Dr. Beach says it is use-
ful for “jnflamed eyes.” Thig is about as correct an indication ag
botanies usually have. Theoretically, I would strongly reeommend it
in uleerations of the cornea ; ulcers of the conjunctiva, from scrofuls,
or apthous ophthalmia ; also for herpes of the eyelids. It should be
used internally, and a8 a wash or collyrium. (See remarks under the
head of ** mouth,”)

Nose.—-Itching of the nasal mucous membrane; coryza carly in
the morning ; prickling sensation in the nasal canal ; severe prickling
gensation in the bony part of the nose,

Month and Throat.—Toengue covered with a thin, yellowish fur;
insipid taste and clammy mouth ; tongue covered with a whitish fur,
with dry mouth and threat; pungent taste in the mouth ; bitter taste
in the mouth ; smarting io the mouth and throat; bad taste in the
mouth, with loss of appetite; white fur on the tongue, with desire for
cold drinks.

Crnicar Opservarions.—The above symptoms are those foundin
bilious affections generally. Buat it is a little remarkable that no symp-
toms of ulceration, inflammatien, or apthz of the mucous membrane
of the mouth were elicited in this proving. Perhaps stronger doses
would have caused more decided lesions, During the early part of
my practice I was surprised, and sometimes mortified, at the facility
with which my patients would cure * sore mouths,” with the decoc-
tion of the bark of the green osier, after T had vainly used mercury,
nitric acid, sulphuric acid, and other remedies laid down in our hooks.
In apthous stomatitis of children, and even in stomatitis smuterna, 1
have known it to effect & prompt cure, after all other wesns had been
used in vain. Even in mercurial salivation it will arrest the diseased
process, but not so surely and permanently as chlorate of potash, In
wuleeration of the buceal mucous membrane from a cold, or gastrie
derangement, and in that affection sometimes called  bilious sore
throat and mouth,” it has, under my observation, proved specific.
Persons of a scrofulons habit are ofien troubled with {requently recur-
ring ulceration of the tongue, gums, and month generally. Such
patients I have kmown who always resorted tothis remedy with a cer-
tainty of absolute relief. One patient in partienlar always carried
some of the inner bark in his pocket, and chewed it as a substitute
for tobaceo, alleging that if he suspended its use the * sore mouth”
very soon returned. Awnother patient had this * sore mouth” occa-
sionally, alternated with ulcers on the conjunetiva and cornea. At my
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suggestion he used the cornus as a collyrium with the happiest resulis,
It may prove one of our most valuable remedies in @/ ulcerations of
mucous surfaces. The infusion is generally made by pouring hot
water upon the bark, in the proportion of one ounce of bark to one
quart of water. For homeopathic use, this method might answer in
case the tincture was not readily obtained. A few drops of the mother
tinoture in half a teacup of water, would be about the proper propor-
tion. I have rarely used the tinciure, as the infusion 1s so easily
made and readily administered. In order totest its virtuesin minute
dozes, I once gave a child saffering under apthous uleeration of the
mouth, the Cornus ¢., prepared as follows ; Bne drachm of the inner
bark was placed in a vessel containing one quart of hot water, ~ This
was left standing one houwr, then filtered. Nitric acid, Chlorate of
Potash, Borax, had been previously used internally and locally. .In
twenty-four hours after using the medicine the mucous membrane
began to assume 2 heslthier appearance, and in about a week was
quite well, The child was in ill health, and had had diarrheea for
weeks, and had become quite emaciated. TUnder the use of the rem-
edy the diarrhwa ceased, and the general health decidedly improved.
The dose was one teaspoonful of the above preparation every four
hours, (No attempt was made to wash the mouth).

Eclectic writers call it an ‘*anti-seorbutic,” and so far as my
observation goes, it seems worthy the appellation. In this respect it
is the analogue of the mineral scids, Baptisia, Kali chlor,, Mercuriug -
and Hydrastis.

Appetite and Stomach,—Nausea, with bitter taste, and aversion
to all kinds of food ; empty feeling in the stomach, with tasteless

" eructations ; aversion to food, and desire for sour drinks; burning
sensation in the stomach, which lasted an hour and a hslf; fiatulent
distention of the stomach ; nauses ; bitter taste, and a gnawing, faint
feeling in the stomach ; heavy pulsations in the stomach, with nzusea
and impaired appetite ; pain at the pit of the stomach during dinner,
with distension of the atomach and bowels, relieved by a copious
stool after dinner ; nausea, with great debility and eructations; ful.
ness and oppression in the stomach, with bad taste and dry mouth ;
nausea, with bitter eructations and loss of appetije; smarting and
burning in the mouth, throat and stomach, with desire for stool ; weak-
ness of the stomach, with bitter taste and nausea ; sensation of faint.
ness in the stomach and bowels ; drawing pains from the stomach to
the lower part of the abdomen,

Crmvcar OBseErvarions,—Many of the symptoms of this drug,
especially the gastric, closely resemble those of Nux vomica. It
stands somewhere between Nux and China in this respeet. It has
been used successfully in vomiting of pregnancy and in dyspepsia.

Abdomen.—Slight griping pains in the abdomen, accompanied
with rambling of wind; the pains penetrated the whole abdomen,
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but. were most severe in the vieinity of the umbilicus; pressing down
pain in the rectum during stool; slight burning pain in the rectum
during an evacuation ; pressing pain in the rectum, and smarting at
the anus in the morning, during and after a thin and scanty stool ;
tenesmus at stool, with griping in the umbilical region; rumbllng of
wind and large discharge of offensive flatus; urging to stool, with ful.
ness and uneasiness of the bowels ; slight tenesmus, and considerable
burning at the anus, after a bilious discharge ; abdominal pains more
acute during stool; urging to stool, (sensation in the rectum) in the
morning at five o’clock ; on taking more of the drug, this bearing
down sensation extended to the bowels, increasing the disposition
to evacuate. Stool accompanied with some tenesmus and burning at
the anus ; diatension of the stomach and bowels with wind ; constant
working in the bowels, as if their contents were all in motion; shoot.
ing pains from the center of the thorax to the lower part of the abdo-
men, the paina coming on severely at intervals, and then remitting; .
distention of the bowels with wind, relieved by a copious, dark and
bilious stool, immediately after dinner ; sense of weight in the lower
part of the abdomen ; burning sensation in the stomach and bowels,
with some desire for stool; urging to stool veryearly in the morning,
but unable to accomplish anything satisfactory, the discharge consist-
ing of & few slimy lumps, with pressing and smarting at the anus;
sensation of emptiness in the stomach and bowels ; drawing sensation
from the stomach to the lower part of the abdomen.

Crivicar. Osservations,—No drug, except perhaps mereury, pre-
sents a more formidable array of “bowel symptoms.” Dr. Marcy
says ‘it chief action appears to be upon the liver and intestinal
canal. A marked influence is likewise exerted upon the braim, but
whether the action of the drug is direet upon this organ, or whether
the head symptoms proceed frem the bilious derangement induced by
it, is a question. We have found it curative in all the intestinal
symptoms found under the head of ‘* Generalities.” * It was first
introduced into practice as » remedy for bowel complaints by Prof.
Ives, of New Haven, some thirty years ago. Its empirical use in the
bands of this gentleman proved it to be a valuable remedy in bilious
diarrheea, dysentery, cholera infantum, and against the diarrheas
peculiar to abdominal typhus’* If it so promptly cures uleerations
of the mouth and fauces, why should it not prove just as much a spe-
cific for the intestinal uleerations, which are peculiar to this form of
typhoid fever ? The result most to be feared in all inflammatory
affections of mucous surface—as in inflammatory diarrheea, dysentery,
abdomiral typhus, ete., is ulceration. Had the experiment Eeen car-
ried far enough bg the provers, we have no doubt this pathological
condition would bave occurred. The dysenteric symptoms did mot
proceed so far as to cause bloedy discharges, yet any physician who
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reads the above will perceive that it was only a question of time
bloody evacuations would have soon been obtained if the drug had
been continned in large doses, and if the prover had still persisted
ulceration would have certainly resulted. We cannot come at any
other conclusion thau that the Cornus circinata will prove aa valuable
in a certain class of diseases as Mercurius, Leptandria, Podophyllum
or,Nitric acid. In one case of dysentery in a child, where there was
unmistakable ulceration of the mucous membrane of the rectum, the
mother, by my permission, used an enema of a weak infusion of the
green-osier. After using it a few times the pus disappeared from
the stools, and the child” suffered less, It had not improved under
the use of Mercurius corrosivus 6th, and subsequently Nitric 2cid 8d.
Wounld it not-be well to try this form of application, as well as inter-
nally, at the same time ?

Steel.—Slightly loose stool in the morning, accompanied with
slight pressing down pain in the rectum ; stool thin and scanty, with
burning at the rectum, and at the anus, during the discharge; thin,
scanty and slimy stool, attended with griping in the umbilical region ;
tenesmus, rumbling of wind and large discharge of offensive flatus;
copious, thin and bilious discharge, succeededsby some tenesmus and
burning at the anus, which lasted half an hour; dark, green, thin,
and very offensive stools, accompanied by copious emission of offen-
sive flatus ; bilicus and slimy stool, with much wind, some tenesmue,
and severe, burning pain at the anus, and a ghort distance within the
rectum, which continued after the motion; dark, thin and moderately
copioas stool, with some tenesmus, and a burning at the anus; fre.
quent, small, dark and slimy stools with much offensive flatus; copi.
ous, dark stool of the natural consistence, attended with pressing-
down sensation in the rectum; large emission of very offensive
flatus ; hard, dry and scanty stool, with pressing in the rectum ; stool,
consisting of a few thin and slimy lnmps, with pressing and smarting
at the anus, (See remarks under ¢ Abdomen,”)

Urine,—Urine scanty and red, or pale; sensation of fullness and
weight in the region of the bladder; urine scanty and high colored,
and frequent inclination to pass water.

1 Genital Organs.—Strong snd persistent erections through the
night; inercased sexual desire during the evening and night, with
diminished power.

" Larynx and Chest,—Stitches in the chest and back ; stitches in
the chest and under the right scapula; 'a fine scarlet rash upon the
chest, attended with itching; sensation of dragping or bearing down
on each side of the thoraxz, with accelerated pulsations of the heart;
a sore, bruised feeling in the chest and back ; shooting pzins from

+
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the centre of the thorax to the lower part of the abdomen, severe st
times and then remitting ; choking sensation in the upper part of the
thorax ; smarting in the mouth and throat; frequent inclination to
take a long breath.

Back.—Dull pain in the small of the back, with drowsiness and
lassitude ; stitehes in the back and chest ; pain in the lower part of
the back ; sore pain in the lumbar region, worse on bending forward
or to either side ; occasional paroxysmsof itching in the back, especi-
ally in the evening, :

Upper Extremities.—Burning and itching sensation in the hands
and arms; coldness of the hands, following a loose stool ; prickling
sensation in the arms ; stretching sensation iu the arms, mostly in the
evening and at night; sense of weakness aud fatigue in the arms.

Lewer Extremities,—Weary feéling in the legs; itching in the
legs; weakness and weary feeling in the legs; weakness and trem-
bling of the legs; “itchings on the legs and thighs, and around the
labiz; burning sensation in the feet; coldness of feet, following a
loosc stool; tired " feeling in the legs when walking or ascending
stairs ; prickling sensation in the lega; paroxysms of itching in the
evening. ' '

CORNUS FLORIDA.

(Dogwoed, Boxiwood.)

Anavocurs.— China, Cerasus, (?) Ptelen, (?) Quinia.

Boranical Descrirtion.—Common throughout all our forests
conspicuous in spring-time by its festoons of large, white blossoms
and equally so during the sutumn, from its clusters of scarlet ber
ries ; a handsome little tree usually about fiftcen to twenty feet high,
In this genus of Cornacer, there are about iwenty species, of
which Ameriea has, north of Mexico, eleven. The Flowering
Dogwood is the most beautiful and showy plant of its genus. It
is too well known to need deseription.

Mzpica. History.—The bark is officinal, though that of the reot

contains the greatest amount of the active principle. Eeclectic writers
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say: “The principle obtained from itis called Cornine, and has all the
properties of Sulphate of Quinine.” This loose assertion muat be
taken cum grano salis, like all similar asgertions of the dominani
school. No pathogenesis of the Cornus florida has yet appeared. I
propose, therefore, to eollect what has been written of its therapeutic
uses, and gather the few pathogenetic symptoms which are scatiered
through the pages of various authorities. We can, by thege means,
get some idea of ity sphere of action, which will lay the foundation
for rational eclinieal experience, and stimulate us to prove the drug,
a3 Hahnemann did its great analogue, Ching.

Prof. Lee¥* thus speaks of it: ¢ The physiclogical effects of
the Cornus bark are similar to those of the vegetable bitter
tonies generally, viz : increased frequeney of pulse, cxalted tempera-
ture, diaphoresis, sensation of fullness or pains in the head, and gas-
tric derangement, Of these, the most strongly marked are the
inereased temperature of the skin, and the general -perspiration,
Some experimenters have observed a constant tendemey to sleep,
which bas continued for several houra. This, as cecurs’in many other
cases, does mot indicate any specific narcotic properties, but iy the
result of the eerebral fullness’”” Dr, Blackie says that it causes
“gevere headache, quickens the pulse, and produces violent pains in
the bowels.” Other writers give testimony in favor of the above
atatement, :

Here we have good evidence that the dogwood will cause febrile
symptoms of a peculiar character. Who can doubt its ability
to cause a type of intermittent, bilious, or remittent fever, with gas-
tric and intestinal irritation ? Just such Lypes of fever are found in
the west, and may be treated asuecessfully with Cornus. We bave
considerable testimony in favor of its value in intermittents. Eberle
states that thirty-five grains of the bark are equal to thirty of Cinchona.
Its effents are closely analagous to those of the Cinchona bark, for
which it may often be successfully substituted. Lee says: *“Our
own experience with this article has satisfied us that most ocases of
our periodic or ‘miasmatic fevers will yield to its judicious use.”
Prof. Barton says: * That it may be asserted with entire safety, that
a8 yet there bas not been discovered within the limits of the United
States any vegetable so effectually to answer the purpose of Peruvian
bark in the management of intermittent fevers, as the Cornus florida.”
Dr. Morton, who experimented largely with the bark, deelares thatin
an extensive practice of many years he used no other remedy in

* Jour of Mat. Med,, vol. 1, p. 254,



282 NEW REMEDIES,

intermittent and remittent fevers.” Dr. Coe writes: * Its anti

periodic powers render it of peeuliar value iu the treatment of inter.
mittent and other periodic fevers. Tu snch fevers we have employed it
with much snecess, It iscertain that Cornine has cured fever and ague
when quinine has failed, and that in all cases when the latter cannot
be employed, the Cornine answers as a snbstitute.” In domestio
practice, I have observed for many years that it was often more aue-
cessful than quinine in certain types of ague, The conntry people
geuerally make an infusion of uncertain strength, snd drink of it
during the apyrexia, If taken during the paroxysm it causes an
aggravation of the fever, headache, ete. From its known effects when
taken in large doses, as well as certain observations of my own, I
would lay down the following indications for its use in miasmatic
fevers: Paroxysm, preceded for days by sleepiness; sluggish flow
of ideas; headache of a heavy, dull character ; nausea; vomiting;
lose of appetite; and sometimes bilious or watery diarrheea; chid,
with cold, clammy skin; nausea and vomiting, and violent pains in
the bowels ; fever, with violent headache ; hot, butmeist skin ; stupor:
“ gerebral fullness ; pulse quick and hard ; confusion of intellect,
ete. Apyreria.—Debility, gastric irritability ; painful diarrhea. In
bilious remittent,’and even typhoid fever, it may prove a useful rem-
edy. It seems to eccupy an intermediate position hetween China and
Podophyllum. Lee admits that it will aggravate an existing febrile
condition, but resorts to the usual false logic to explain its curative
action: A person in health may take the Cornus, as well as any of
the other vegetable tonies, in moderate doses, and for a long time
without any marked effects on any of the funetions ; but taken in the
ssme manner and the same quantities, in eertain pathological atates,
ag a geueral lowering of the vital forces aud nervous energy, inde-
pendent of organic disease, or 'when miasmatic poison has caused a
tendency to paroxysmal attacks, the therapeutical influence of Cornus
will be promptly manifested in a general invigoration of the vital for-
ced and suspension of the paroxysms. Here, 25 in regard to Cinchona,
we must be satisfied with the result, for the manner in whieh it is
brought about must ever remain a mystery. In certain morbid eon-
ditions, as heotic fever or great debility, attended with frequency of
pulse, and abatement of perspiration. This effect is common to all
neurotic tonies, in certain pathological conditions of the body. It
depends on their imparting inereascd tonicity {o the muscular fbers
of the heart through the organic nerves, thus enabling the central
organ of circulation to throw out a greater quantity of blood at each
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contraction, The cardiae irritability also is lessened by the temporary
ingrease of tonic power and vital contractibility. Ou the contrary, if
Cornus, and other analogous subsatances, be given in acute and sthenie
conditions marked by those phenomenz which are characteristic of
inflammatory action, the circulation will be correspondingly increased
by an encrease of inflammatery action ; in both conditions, however,
soting as a stimulant.” The above is open to much just eriticism.
Wo will take up » few of his propositions. 1. A person in health
cannot take Cornus, or any other vegetable tonie, for & long time,
without any marked effect. His own statement regarding the effects
of dogwood disprove it. ~ Besides, the slightest knowledge of physio-
logical processs teaches us that no tonic can be taken with impunity
by a healthy person. 'We scon have an exsltation of funetion, then
derangement of function, and, finally, more or less depressed condi.
tion of the vital powers, 2. We are not obliged to remain in mystery
relative to the action-of Cornus and Cinchona. Hahnemann discov-
ered that the latter cared disorders like those it wae capable of ‘caus.
ing, and the Cornus acts in a similar mauner. Trossean and Wood—
highest allopathic authorities—admit this virtually, but eloak the real
faet under the term, * substitution.”” 38, Cornus eannot be a sedative
and at the same tirme a stimulant, The torme are contradictatory,
and used in the manner above, expresses no idea at all, The whole
truth ie, that the Cornus, like all other drugs, has two series of
actions—primary and secondary. The primary action is to cause
exaltation of the functions of the vital organs, thence fever, conges-
tion, inflammation, The [secondary effects are nearly opposite; auch
a8 depression of the vital forces, loss of tonicity in the heart and
muscular fibre generally, irritation of the various tissues, coldness,
colliquative sweats. Prof. Lee's facts are not to be disputed, but his
theory of the action of the medicine is untenable. Cornus is homeo-
pathic to both the primary and secondary, symptoms above enumera-
ted, in doses varied to suit the existing conditions; and it can cure
such pathological states only by virtue of its power to canse similar
ones. 4. Cornus and its analogues will nos aggravate existing inflam-
mztory conditions, if given in proper quantities. Administered in
minute doses, it will promptly remove inflammations and congestions,
if indicated by the symptoms, and if the quantity is small enough,
no aggravation will follow its use. Profa. Lee, King, and other anthor-
ities, assert that the tincture of Cornus will cause * violent pain the
bowels, purging, derangement of the digestive organs, vomiting, nau-
ses, gastric derangement,” ete.; yet all are equally free to admit, and



284 NEW REMEDIES,

even advise, its use in similar conditions. They say: “It will pro
mote the appetite and digestion, and is useful in atenic and enfeebled
conditions of the stomach ; and will act as an anthelmintic, by improv.
ing the fanetions of the alimentary canal, and correcting those condi.
tions of the digestive organs which favor the production of worms.”
And yet, if it was suggested to these worthy writers that the medi-
cine might act according to the law of simifia, they would reject the
proposition with contempt! It is just possible that many of the indi-
cations laid down . for the Cornus circinata may be applicable to this
medicine; to be exact we ought to have a acientific proving. Bui
most homezopaths are not aware that, although it is asserted by both
schools that the varieties of Cinchone bark differ considerably in
their action, yet our pharmaceutists use the C. augustifolia and C.
lancifolia elmost indiscriminately. To meet the demands of a per-
fectly seientific matoria medica, cack variety of Peruvian bark should
be separately proven. . It is quite suggestive, that authorities recom-
mend Cornus florida in about the same cases and eonditions for which
Hahnemann uged China, viz: genersl debility from loss of fluids, or
in the convalescing stages of aoute disease ; hectic fever, night sweats,
indigestion, lientery, ete, A tineture made from the derries wheun
ripe, i8 considered by some as being moet efficacions in the above
conditions,

Reports of cases of ague successfully treated by the late E. J.
Bates, M. D, with Cornus florida, will be found in American Homeo-
pathic Observer, Feb. 1864, page 29.

Dr. Ehinger confirms the value of the remedy in intermittent
fever. He writes: ¢I have treated several eases with Cornine 3d
trituration, it breaking up the disease at once,

The three stages of the disease were: present and succeeded each
other in regular order.”

I prescribed the ¢ dilytion in an obstinate case of acid pyrosis,
It caused colic and diarrhaea, and relief of the pyrosis while the diar-
rheea lasted. T was not able to get the symptoms which it caused
acourately enough to record.

Cormine. —This is the so-called active prineiple, of the C. ﬂonda,
and stands in the same relation to the bark, as does Quinine to the
Cinchona. Some prefer the sulphate, aa the best preparation, T have
not used the Cornine extensively. In 2 few cames of debility from
loss of fiuids, when China, Quinine and Phosphoric acid failed to aet
beneficially, I used the first trituration with apparent good effect.
Those of the eclectic school who usc it largely, declare it to be a
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prompt remedy for the cure of the usual types of intermittent fevera.
They assert that it does not affect the head as do other preparations
of the bark; nor does it cause gastric or intestinal derangements,
Here let me call attention to one notable fact in relation to all these
so-called “ active principles,” resinoid, alkaloid, or whatever they ara
called. 'While they retain to a considerable extent the specific prop-
erties of the drng, they are destitute of many of its more important
virtues, Thus Quinine does not possess all the curative power of China;
Cimicifugin does not represent all the properties of Cimicifuga; and
Leptandrin bas no such specific effect upon the brain as the tincture
of Leptandria. 8o with Cornine; it represents only s part of the
qualities of the original drug. These *active principles” ought to
be subjected to separate provings. But we are partly justified in
using them ; for it may be asserted with truth that, while they do not
possess all the virtues of the tincture of the bark, etc., they do not vrv-
FER ¢ their action. They have lost something, but have gained no
new qualities, Thus we may use the Corndne in states-of general
debility, altnough the bowel symptoms which indicate the Cornus are
not present. Dr, Coe says, *for ague Cornine should be given in
three to five grain doses every three hours, preceded by or alternated
with Leptandrin.” T wounld advise the lower triturations instead, and
know they are just as efficacious. The same writer teaches that,
“ although Cornine does not possess the power of neutralizing acidity
of the stomach, yet it is of exceeding utility in those cases of indi.
gestion, in which that symptom is a troublesome featare. It gives
almost immediate relief in that distressing symptom called
“heartburn,” and its continued nse will prove a sure preventive of
its ocenrrence, by restoring the tone of the stomach, and so obviating
the tendency to fermentation.”

Dr. Paine, (Eeclectic,) esteems this remedy very highly as an
anti-periodie, classing it next to Quinine. He saya: “ It is an agtrin-
gent and antiperiodic, and as such is often used as a substitute for
quinine, to which, in some cases, it is preferable, on acconnt of a tonic
property which quinine does not possess. It is specially adapted to
cortain classes of diseases in which the soft, spongy erectile tissues
are involved. Hence, useful in neuralgia, epilepsy, hysteria, ague,
intermittent, remittent and congestive fevers. It, like quinine, is
peculiarly valuable in ¢his country of periodicity, and in mild cases
two to four grains may be administered. Although Cornin, as now
prepared, is far from possessing that potent influence over malarial
diseases peculiar to the sulphate of quinine, yet it is of sufficient
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importance to warrant a most careful investigation. I have used it
in nearly every form of periodical disease, and with most happy effect.

« Fever—During convalescence of intermittent and remittent
fevers, after quinine has interrupted the most prominent features of
the disease, one or two grains of Cornin, three or four times a day,
either alone or in combination with Leptandrin, Euonymin, Leonto-
din or Iron, as the case may reguire, is most valuable.”

He also speaks of its use in Epilepsy, Dyspepsia, Dysmenorrhaa
and Spermatorrhosa, as follows :

«In Epilepsy, also, it promises good results, In two cases an
entire cure has been offocted, and other cases have been mitigated.

“ In periodical Dyspepsia, in doses of one to two grains, four or
five times o day, I have found it a most valuable remedy.

“ In Dysmenorchea 1 have used this remedy, with Gelseminum,
and with good effect.

«In Spermatorrhea, a remarkable ocase, connected with great
debility and prostration, was cured by one grain of Cornin, four times
a day, with one grain of hypophosphite of iron.”

- GORYDALIS  FORMORA.

(Turkey Corn.)

Anavocues.— Stllingia, Hydrastis, Phytolacea, Iris versicolor,
Kali hydriodicum, Sulphur, Pulsatille, Mercurius,

Boraricar Descriprion.—This plant, likewise known as Wild
Turkey-pes, Stagger-weed, Choice Dielytra, is an indigenons, peren-
nial plant, rising from six to ten inches in height, and having a tuber-
ous root. The leaves are radical, rising from ten to fifieen inches
high; somewhat triternate, with incisely pinnatifid segments, but
quite variable, The scape is naked, and rises from eight to twelve
inches in hight, with from four to eight eymes, each with from six to
ten reddish-purple nodding flowers; racemes compound, the branches
comose ; corolla from eight to ten lines long, broad at the base; neec-
taries or spines very short, obtuse, incurved ; braets purplish, at base
of pedicels; style extended ; stigma, two-horned at apex ; sepals two,
deciduous ; capsule pod-shaped, many-seeded. (King.) Owing to the
confasion existing in botanical works, it is quite difficult to give o
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proper place to this plant; It seems, however, to be the Corydalis
Jormosa of Eaton, which has been removed into the genus Dicentra,
by Wood and Gray, and is undoubtedly the * D). Canadensis,” (Squir-
rel corn) of those authorities. Lt cannot. be the Corydalis glauca, or -
C. aurea of Gray, for these are biennial plants. It isto be regretted
that King, in the last edition of his Dispensatory, did not change the
name of plants, to conform with the latest authorities.

History.—This beantiful little plant was introduced to the pro-
fession by Prof, Jones. 1t flowers very early in the Spring, in this
gection of the country as early as March; and the root or tuber,
which is a small round ball, should be collected only while the plant
is in flower. It grows in rich soil, on hills and mountains, among
rocks, and old, decayed timber, and is found westward, and south of
New York to North Carolina,

It must be distinguished from the Corydalis cucullaria, which
flowers at the same time, and very much rosembles it. A root or
bulb of the C.formosa, when fresh, is of a darkish yellow color
throughout, while the €. curcullaria bas a black cortex or rind, and is
white internally. When dried, the external covering of the root is
of a light grayish.yellow color, about the fourth of a line thick, enclo-
ging an internal, light.yellow substance. Frequently it is of a dark
color externally, and when examined under a microscope, full of
pores, and ioternally yellow or brownish-yellow. Tt has a faint,
peculiar odor, and a taste at first slightly bitter, suceeeded by one
Somewhat(fenetrating, peculiar and persistent, gently influencing the
fauces, and increasing the flow of saliva. The cause of the difference
of appearance in drying is not known, unless it be owing to the differ-
ence in the age of the root. Microscopic examinations of the lighter
variety gives a porous, spongy, resinous, glistening fracture; and of
the darker, a fracture very much resembling a honey-comb. ‘Water
or alcohol extracts its virtues. It bas not been thoroughly analyzed,
though it contains an alkaloid prineiple, named Corydalin. I called the
attention of Eclectics to this principlein the U.8.Eelectic Dispensalory,
a8 Corydalin,not having submitted it to any chemienl tests, siuce which
Mr. W. 8. Merrell bas manufactured it for the profession, and ascer-
tained its alkaline character. When in powder, Corydalinis of a
greenish-brown color, insoluble in water, partially soluble in ether,
and completely so in aleohiol, Diluted muriatic and sulphuric acids
dissolve it Igitric acid reddens it, and it forms erystallizable salts
with acetic and sulphuric acids. Tt is of a peculiar, slightly aloetic
odor, of a wealt, bitter, sub-aerid and nauseous taste, and rather tena-
cious. Four pounds of the Corydalis root yields little more than an
ounce of this alkaloid, Itisobtained by adding water to the tincture
of the root; a portion of the alkaloid is preecipitated; filter the super-
natent liguid, and add to it ammonia, which causes another precipi-
tate of the alkaloid ; again filter the supernatent liquid, and add to
it the muriatic acid, when the balance of the alkaloid remaining in
the solution is precipitated. Probably it may be obtained by adding
muriatie acid to a strong infusion of the root and precipitating with
ammonia, (King.)
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Orricinar Paeparations,—Mother tincture of the root aud dila-
tiong, Triturations from the dry root. Triturations from the
Corydalin,

Preperties and Uses,—This agent is peculiar to eclectics, not
being known by any other class of practitionera. Tt is tonie, divretic,
and alterative. In all syphilitic affections, it is one of the best reme-
dies we have, and will likewise be found valuable in serofula, and in
all cases where tonics are indicated, Asa tonic it possesses properties
similar to the Gentian, Colombo, or other pure bitters ; its alterative
properties, however, render it of immense value. In syphilis it seems
to be possessed of magical powers, The Corydalin possesses all the
alterative properties of the bulb in an c¢minent degree, and will be
found usefual in all scrofulous and syphilitic affections as well as in
many cutaneons diseases. Dose, of the infusion, from one to four
fluid ounces, three or four times a day; of the saturated tincture,
from half 2 fluidrachm to two flnidrachms; of Corydalin from
one.half of a grain to one grain, three or four times 2 day. The infu-
sion to be made by adding four drachms of the powdered bulb to
one pint of boiling water. (King.)

“* Qorydalin may be advantageously combined with Berberin, Hy-
drastin, Ptelin, etc., as a tonic, and with Podophyllin, Xanthoxzylin,
Stillingin aad Phytolacein, ete., as an alterative.” (King.)

Seudder (Mat. Med.) says of the Corydalis: * We have employed
it principally in the treatment of syphilis, in which it bas appeared
to act like a specific. Wobaveused it in cases where the general sys
tem hag become (if we may so speak) saturated with the disease, as
manifested by syphilitic eruptions upon the surface, ulceration of the
fauces, loss of bair, nodes, nocturnal pains, syphilitic iritis, ete., with
entire success. The period of time required to effect a cure was so
short that we should have been disposed to refer it to other causes
had other remedies heen used, but as nothing else was administered
save an occasional cathartie, we could only aseribe it to the Corydalia,
The powdered root, and a decoction of the same, were taken inter-
nally, while the eruption and ulcers were washed with a strong
decoction.”

“In serofula, and other cutaneous diseases, it is employed with
much advantage ; in fact, some report that this agent alone, given in
decoction, has proved more serviceable in their practice than any of
the many alterative syraps. We have found it exceedingly valuable
in certain derangements of the stomach, attended with profuse morbid
secretion of mucus, there being ahways o coated tongue, with futor of
breath, loss of appetite and loss of digestive power. We have also
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employed it in intermittent fever of long standing, when there was
enlargement of the spleen and tendernmess in both hypochondriac
regions, as well as in the epigastrium. In these cases, sometimes so
hard to manage, we have found the Corydalis, combined with an equal
part of Hydrastis, invariably snccessful.”

It has also been employed with sneccess in chronie inflammation
of the kidneys, and in fact, of sll the urinary passages, and in chronice
diarrheea and dysentery. From the fact that but few use it alone, it
being generally employed with other agents, its full medicinal powera
have not been ascertained.

Dr. Coe says this plant is the * Dicentra eximia” of Wood &
Gray,” but he must certainly be mistaken, for the subterrancan shoota.
of the D. eximia are not tiberiferons, Of its therapeutical properties-
he says: « With the most energetic alierative properties, it com--
bines a tonic power of exceeding valne, Thus, while it nentralizes,
deterges and promotes depuration, it gives tone to the various organs.
engaged in the performance of these functions. Its dyoamic influ-
ences seem to be comprised in a power by which it resolves the plas-
ticity of the blood, regulates and quickens the activity of the elimina-
ting vessels, particularly of the renal and cutaneons, and promotes
the processes of digestion, assimilation and natrition.”

All this sounds very well, but as Dr, Coe says substantially the
same of every medicine in his book, we must take it with a good deal
of allowance. When will writers leave off the use of obsolete medi-
eal terms, which really mean wnothing, but only serve to hide the
ignorance of the author as regards the true curative processes caused
by a medicine?

Practically, Ir. Coe recommends it in “scrofula, particularly
when accompanied with feeble digestion and poverty of blood.”” He
says: * Perhaps no single remedy possesses more positive and ener-
getic anti-syphilitic and anti-scorbutic properties,” and, * our experi-
euce in the use of this remedy ia the treatment of cutareous erup-
tions has been highly satisfactory. We have succeeded in curing
many ocages of obstinate dermoid affections, when other remedies
proved inefficient, by the use of the Corydalio. In strumous, her-
petic, venereal, scorbutic, and other cachexzias, the Corydalin is worthy
the entire confidence of the profession.”

Dr. Coe also advises it in dropsy, general debility, gravel, and
various affections of the urinary organs, indigestion, torpor of the
lacteals, visceral enlargements, and for correction of all irritated con-
ditions of the blood and fluids, also in gleet, leucorrheea, catarrh of -

i9
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the bladder, incontinence of the urine, ete, He would doubtless have
advised it in other diseases had their names oceurred to his mind
while penning his article on Corydalin,

Dr. Paine, (eclectic) says: < Corydalin manifests its greatest
power as sn anti-syphilitic remedy. After repeated and extensive
trials of Corydalin in every form of syphilitic affections, both alone
and in combination with other agents, I have demonstrated beyond
4he possibility of a doubt, that Corydalin removes secondary syphilis
with much efficiency and certainty. It alsoappears to manifest a tonic
dnflnence over the climinating emunctories, as the ekin, kidneys, lungs,
bowels,” ete.

Cuse.—~* A young man had been treated in one of the army hospi-
#als for secondary syphilis for four or five months, with all the ordi-
nary remedies, such as Iodide of mercury, Todide of potassum, Mercu-
rial ointment, etc., ete., all to no purpose. When he enme under my
charge he bad a large Hunterian chancre involving almost the entire
eorona glandis, and his body was entirely covered with syphilitie
lichens, I placed him on one grain of Corydalin and one-half grain
Quinia sulphas, every two hours, ordered a hot bath every morning,
and a wash, composed of ten grains of muriate of hydrastin to four
ounces of water, for the chanere. After continuing this treatment
for & time, during which the patient improved rapidly, I omitied the
Quinine, but continued the Corydalin, and in eight weeks the cure
was complete,”

¢« Other cases of secondary syphilis I have treated with tho Coryda-
lin alone, with the most happy results.”

In the above recommendations of Corydalis by various writers, it
is difficult to decide what portion is reliable. In most instances they
are bascd upon the most bhaseless empiricism, from their utter igno-
ranee of the physiological action of the drug,

RESUME,

From the information we have been able to glean from all sources
relative to the curative properties of the Corydalis, the following con-
clusions may be considered as the most reliable :

(z.) That the medicine has some curative influence over syphilis.
The testimony of Dr, Scudder in thia relation is entitled to credence
for the reason that his statements are based on the results of its use
alone, uncombined with other drugs. Nearly all the recommenda-
tions and elinical deductions of physicians of the eclectic and allo
pathic schools are utterly useless, for the reason that they mix a cer
‘tain drug with other powerful ones, and if a cure is effected give the
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credit to the medicine they had vnder eonsideration, ignoring entirely
the effects of the other drug or drugs with which it was associated.

(0.) Tn serofuda and scrofulous cachexia, it would seem to be worthy
8 trial.

(¢.) In gastric catarrh, or as Scudder bas it, * certain derange.
ments of the stomach, attended with profuse meorbid secretion of
muens, there being always a coated tongue, with fomtor of the breath,
loss of appetite and loss of digestive power,” the Corydalis may be
advantageously used. _ '

(d) In a cachexia common after inlermittents, and as frequently
due to quinine as malaria, when accompanied with ¢nlargement of the
apleen and liver, as mentioned by Scudder, it may prove curative
alone, or alternated (not eombined) with Hydrastis.

(e) In ceriain obstinate eutanecous diseases it may be resorted to
29 an empirical remedy after the anti-psories have failed.

Until we have some pathogenetic data to guide us, we can only use
this remedy empirieally.

CYPRIPEDIUM PUBESCENS,

(Large Yellow Ladies® Slipper.)

Anavocues,~— Valerian, Coffea, Thea, Chamomilla, Eupatorium
aromaticum, Sewtellaria, Senecto ‘gracilis, and Ambra-grisea.

BoTanicar DEescriptioN,—Stem two feet high, pubescent, as are the
broadly oval acute leaves. Flowers, mostly solitary. Sepals donga-
ted, lanceolate, lip flattened laterally very convex aud globous above,
pale yellow. The sepals and wavy-twisted petals longer than the lip,
pointed, greenish, shaded with purplish-brown ; the two anterior sepals
united into one, or nearly at the tip. The flower is large and showy,
but scentless; the lip (or “moceasin,”) one and one-half to two inches
long. Leaves large, many-heed, and plaited, sheathing at the base,
Fruit an oblong capsule, with one cell, three valves, and a multitude
of minute seceds. Roois perennial, with many long, thick, fleshy eylin-
drical and flexuous fibers of a pale yellow cast, diverging horizontally
from the caudexz, from which rise one to five stems, simple, ereet, with
three to seven leaves, and one to three flowers. The roots have a
pungent mucilaginous taste, and 2 peculiar smell, somewhat nauscous,

There are eight varieties of Cypripedium indigenons bd__tﬁié’c@uh#
try, but the C. pubescens, from some cause, appears to have been
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gelected as the variety to be the most wsed in medicine. Tt is known
by the common names of American Valerian, (this name is also
applied to the Secutellaria,} Nerve-root, Yellow moceasin flower, etc.

The root is the officinal portion. The roots of all these varieties
are undoubtedly collected, sold and used with the officinal article
indiseriminately ; Homeeopathic pharmaceutists should therefore be
very careful in the selection of the root, I do not now kuow, how-
ever, of any reliable method of ascertaining by physical appearance,
the root of the C. pubescens from that of the other varieties. I bave
examined and compared many specimens of the fresh root of these
plants and conld discover no difference in appearance between the
roots of the various species. The only method of obtaining the
officinal root would be to separate it from that of the other species
when collecting, i. e, when it can be distinguished by the flowers.
Authorities direct that the root shall be pathered in qutumn. At
that seasou the stems and leaves are dead, and ouve species cannot be
distingunished from another. If, therefore, we decide to use but one
species, it must be eultivated, or snch precautions taken as to insure
the gathering of the officinal species alone.

The difference in the medicinal properties of the various species
is perhaps mot so important as to warrant such excessive precautions,
Rafinesque says the most efficient species is the C. luteum (pubes-
cens,) next the C, acawl, and last the € spectadbile and candidum.
Kiog records that the . spectabile and C. acaul are said to possess
more narcotie properties than the othors, especially when inkabiting
dark swamps.

It would seem that the difference of medicinal action was one of
quantity rather thau quality.

Qericival. Prerararions.—(L) Tineture, and dilutions of the
tincture, of the root. (2.} Triturations of the dried root. (3.} Infu-
ston of the root. (4.} Cypripediu and its triturations.

Mepicat History.--The eclectic sehool thus estimates its properties :
Rafinesque®* writes: “Itis with some satisfaction that I aw able tointro-
duce, for the first time, this beautiful genus intoour materia medica. All
the species are equslly medicinal ; they have long been known to the
Indians, aod were used by the empirics of New England, particularly
Samuel Thompson. Their properties, however, have been tested and
confirmed by Dr, Hales of Troy, Dr. Tully of Albany, ete. They
are sedative, nervine, anti-spasmodic, and the bost substitute for Vale
erian in almost all eases. They produce beneficial effects in all ner-

_* Med'cal Botany, page 141, (1828.)
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vous diseases and hystérical affections, by allaying pain and promoting
sleep. They are also used in hemicrania, epilepsy, tumors, nervous
fevers, etc. They are preferable to Opium in many cases, having no
baneful or narcotic effects, As in Valerian, the nervine poweris
increased by combination {aliernation) with milder tonics.” Rafin-
esque says some of its effects are analogous to Arnica montana (?)

Dr. King says it is “ tonie, stimulant, diaphoretic, and anti-spas-
modic. Useful in hysteria, chorea, pervous headache, and all
cases of nmervous irritability ; has proved useful in neuralgia, delirium
and hypochondria. Combined with Nepeta and Seutellaria, it has per-
manently cured headache (nervous) not dependent on acid stomach.
An infusion is said to be beneficial in the pains in the joints following
searlet fever.”

Jones and Scudder, (Mat. Med.) write: “In numerons affections
termed neuropathic, we have employed the Cypripedium with decided
advantage. It equalizes and energizes the nervous powers, lessens
excitement, allays nervous irritability, alleviates pain, and appears to
invigorate both body and mind, leaving the patient more cheerful and
lively than when any of the nareotics, or many of the anti-spasmodics
are prescribed. The diseases in which it is indicated are hysterical
affections, hypochondriasis, delirium tremens, epilepsy, chores, hem-
icrania, neuralgisa, ataxic or nervous fevers, ete. In low fever, accom-
panied with morbid nervous excitability, or irritability, 23 manifested
by restlesness, vigilance, watchfulness, with great sinking of the vital
powers, the Cypripedium produces a calm or tranquil state of mind,
invigorates the system, and favors aleep. It is not so important in
the relief of spasms or convulsions as many other agents, yet its pecu-
liar nervine and stimulant qualities admirably adapt it to the relief
of that morbid state of the cerebro-spinal system, uwpon which spasms
depend.”

Dr. Qoe places about the samo estimabe upon the medicinal powers
of this plant. He says: * As a substitute for Paregoric, Godfrey’s
cordial, etc,, it is most advantageously employed in alleviating the
disorders of children requiring the use of an anodyne. Iz possesses,
however, some narcotic power, and many times will be found as inad-
mrssidle as opium.”

This last admission is quite an important ove, and throws some
Light on the action of this remedy. T have noticed this narcotic effect
wpon the persons of some of my patients who were in the habit of
using this plant to excess. In country practice, it is not unusual for
the practitioner to find persons who are as strongly addicted to the
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habitual nse of the Cypripedium as others are to the use of opium.
They are generally persons beyond the middle age, whose nervous
systems have once been shaitered by some serious illness, and they
have resoried to the lady-slipper for palliative relief. Such individ-
vals, nnder the influence of the drug, are lively and talkative, dis
posed to work. and are really capable of making unusual exertions
without much fatigne. They are tranquil, feel no pain, and altogether
very comfortable. But when the use of the drug iz suspended they
become irritable, irascible, fretful; their motions are hurried and
uncertain ; they are agitated by the least contradictory word, a noise,
or any excitement of those around them; they cannot sleep, and even
have jactitations, pains, and hysterical spasms. These are the primary
and secondary states and symptoms which are directly caused by the
pathogenetic action of the Cypripedium. I do not think the plant
hag any specific influence over the skin or mucous membranes,

Parroceneric Errects.—Dr. Paive, (eclectic} writing of the
effects of this plant, says: *“One or two grains of the Cypripedin
taken every two or three hours, produces at first an exhilarating
effect upon the mind and nervous system. After thirty or forty grains
have been taken, this feeling of mental clasticity gradually yields to
a sense of quietude, and in some cases of mental fatigue, The influ-
ence on the stomach is not perceptible, nor does it seem to exert any
particular impression upon the bowels. In several cases where we
experimented with its use in healthy persons, the specific gravity of
the urine was diminished from two to five degrees after taking twenty
or thirty grains for three or four consecutive days.

« Upon my own person, on taking one drachm every day for five
days, I found that at first it produced a stimulating inBuence on the:
brain and nervous system; but on the third, fourth, or fifth day, &
sense of weight and oppression on the mind, with a slight dispoasition:
to drowsiness, ag if I were more under the influence of a sedative
than a narecotic, This has been the effect on a large number of cases
upon whom I have experimented in a state of health.

“In disease, I have found that it mapifested its principal powers
in cases where the gray nerve tissue was disordered, either as the
result of over mental exertion or reflex nervous exzcitement, or of
some specific poison, as aleohol, vegetable and animal malaria, ete.”

Of its curative effects be says:

“In Epilepsy, where I believe it was produced by reflex nervous:
irritation, two or three grains three or four times a day, will exert &
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most beneficial influence, although in no case have I succeeded in
entirely curing the disease with it.”

“ Spermatorrhaea.—In a case, accompanied with great nervous
prostration and dejection of spirits, I administered one grain every
two hours for ten or twelve consecutive days, with good effects, as it
not only removed the mental despondency, but seemed to impart new
tone and vigor to the nervous system.”

Chorea.~~In many cases in which the disease was caused by
exhaustion of the nerve forces, I have found Cypripedin, in doses
of one grain, with one or two grains of Carbonate of Iron, given every
two or three hours for several weeks, to produce perfeet cures.

Amenorrhea—~In a case connected with hysteria, great nervous
debility and meatal despondency, I effected an entire cure in about
twenty days, by giving one grain, and one of [ron per hydrogen,
every three hours during the day.

In Typhus and Typhoid fevers, where the cerebro-spinal forces
have besome exhausted, as indicated by typhomania and general pros-
tration, I have found from one-half to one grain, given every hour or
two hours, to be followed by an immediate mitigation of the symp-
toms and a permanment improvement of the patient.

In Delirium tremens I have found this remedy most valuable, and
in econnection with Lupuline, have succeeded in effecting very favore-
ble results,

Dyspepsia.—Ia cases where dyspepsia or other disordered condi-
tions of the stomach and bowels is the result of over-mental exertion,
anxiety or grief, one or two graios four or five times a day, will afford
entire relief,

“ From an extensive use of this article in discases connected with
the nervous tissues, especially those in which there is a wantof nerve
power, the Cypripedium fills a vacaney which has long existed in the
materia medica. With it wakefulness may be eonverted to gquietude
and sleep, mental anxiety to calmness, enfeebled and exhausted nerve
force to tone and vigor.”

COrinican OssErvaTions.—My observations and experience with
this remedy have given me the following impressions relative to its
truc sphere of therapeutic action :

(L) Its action on the drain is similar to that of Tea, Coffee, Can-
nabis indiea, Cocoa, and a few others of that class. Its pathogenetic
action does not extend as far as that of Apgaricus, Belladonna, Hyos-
cysmus, Stramonium, and others of that group. I do not believe its
toxical effects go beyond the causation of functional irritation. Itis
therefore not homewopathic to congestion, inflammation, or apoplexy o
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the brain and spinal chord and its membranes, but only to conditions
of morbid irvitability, or hyperasthesia of the nervous tissues. 1 do
not doubt its ability to cause serions brain affection in young children,
for the nervous mass in infaney js so delicate and sensitive, that any
agent capable of cansing simple irritation, {tea, coffee, bright lights,
noise, fright, ete.,) may induce a condition which readily runs on to
serious disorder. In young children, srritability of the brain often
appears many days or weeks before more serious disease sets iu.
Proper remedies will often arrest this condition, and prevent conges-
tion and inflammation. Children thus afilicted are noticed to be more
lively than usual, more inclined to laugh and play at unwonted hours,
even in the night; will cften laugh in their sleep, or are very wake-
fal and cxeitable. If the little ones are urged to play, are excited
by light, noise and langhter—all these tend to fix the irritation more
strongly upon the over-sensitive brain, and soon the child is attacked
with spasms or convulsions, and a meningitis closes the scene. It is
in these premonitory conditious, or states of simple irritation, that
the Cypripedium and Scutellaria, as well as Coffea and Cannabis
indica are really indicated ; and in my hands the first named remedy
bas acted admirably, and in a highly satisfactory manner. To very
young infants I usually administer the third or sixth dilution in water,
or pellets, as often as the case seems to demand.

(2.) On the nervous systene generally, of children or adults, it
acts as a pure hypermstheseant ; primari{y, elevating the excitability
and activity ; and secondarily, decreasing the strength, snd awaken-
ing a morbid irritibility of a low grade. Tt is nor therefore homeeo-
pathie to neurotic discases duoe to inflammation, congestion, or any
organic change, but o a peculiar irritability, such as I have deseribed
above,  In many cases of neuraigia “ the pain is the discase”’ In
such instances the Cypripedium will be found curative in many cases,
The same observation will apply to chorea, epileptiform symptoms,
hysteria, ete. I have used it with good effects in the watchfulness,
and nervous agitation of low fevers, conditions to which itis seconda-
rily homeeopathie,

Dr. Kendall informs me that he has used the Cypripedium in
many cases of typhoid fever, as an intercurrent remecdy for the jacti-
tation, resticssness and trembiing, so common in certain stages of that
disease, He has fouad it uniformly successful, dissipating the symp-
toms in a short time, He considers it superior to any other medicine
in such conditions. Dr. Kendall states, however, that he could not
get the above curative results from the tincture or dilutions, but when
he resorted to an infusion of the root, its calming effects were soon
manifested. Perhapshis tincture was made with strong aleohol, which
does not extract all the medicinal properties, Dr. Kendall made his
infusion as follows : oot of C. pubescens one drachm, kot water four
ounces. After standing (not boiling) one Lour, give one teaspoonful
every one or two hours. This preparation would not be sny stronger
than the firat or aecond dilutions,

In the treatment of discases of women, when reflex irritation causes
hysteria, welancholia, sleeplessness, nervous irritation, ete., its use



CYPRIPEDIUM PUBESCENS. 297

will give satisfaction to the practitioner who adapts it to the symptoms
for which it is truly homeopathic. Meanwhile we can use remedies
applicable to the primary disorder with better effects. The dose is to
be graduated according to the age of the patient, and whether the
symptoms are primary or secondarfy, ranging from the sixth dilution
or trituration down to drop doses of the mother tincture.

Cypripepin. —This is the active principle of the Cypripedium
pubescens, and for all practical purposcs, or until we have a thorough
proving of the plant, may be used instead of the tincture and dilu-
tions. I have used the triturations, and find this preparation curative
in about the same conditions, and for the same symptoms, a8 the prep-
aration from the crude root. It is, of course, much more powerful
than the tincture, and the dose should be selected accordingly. I
have never given it to children, but in adults it may be given in the
Jirst ot second triturations, without fear of aggravation, if not too long
continued, or inappropriately applied.

DIOSCOREA VILLOSA.

(Wild Yam-Boot )

Anavocues.— Anisum stellatum, Chamomilla, Caulophylium,
Colocynth, Collinsonia, Viburnum.

Botansear Descrrerion.—This is an indigenons plant, found in
thickets from New England to Wisconsin, and in the Southern States ;
a vine twining on bushes. MHerbaceons, Jeqves mostly alternate, some-
times mearly opposite or in fours, more or less downy underneath,
heart.shaped, conspicuously pointed, nine to eleven ribbed, Flowers
very small, pale greenish-yellow, the sterile is drooping panicles, the
fertile jn drooping, simple racemes. Stamens siz, at the base of the
divisions of the six-parted perianth. Pod three-celled, three-winged,
loculicidally three-valved by splitting through the winged angles.
Seeds, one or iwo in each cell, flat, with a membraneous wing, The
root is long, branched, crooked, woody, of a white color internally,
light brown externally, and wrinkled longitudinalty, with many fine,
long, tough, elastic, scattering fibres, having a short, granular frac-
ture, the fractured surface appearing under the microscope white,

ithy, and dotted with numerous light yellow resinous spots. Lt is
inodorous, except when bruised, then it emits a faint, peculiar smell ;
the taste is plensantly bitterish, sweetish, sub-mucilaginous, and
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slightly pungeut. As met in the shops the root is in pieces of vari-
ous lengths, and from three to ninelines in dismeter. It is not easily
pulverized, flattening out when this is attempted. (It cannot there.
fore be triturated.)  Water or alcohol are its solvents.

King, from whose Dispensatory I extraet a portion of the above dis.
cription, says there is another speeies of Discorea, namely - the D.
lwriaseola, of Wood, or the D. quanertata, of Pursh. It differs from
the former in its leaves, which are round and not cordate at the base,
smooth on both sides, margins slightly wavy. The dried root differs,
in the following characters : it is more knotty and contorted, with
rather more fibers, its color is ash-brown externally, and the bark is
hardly, if at all, wrinkled, its diameter is likewise greater, and has a
faint earthy odor when fractured or bruised, together with the bitter-
ishness of the preceding, but devoid of sweetness. * It is supposed
to possess properties similar o those of the officinal root, but no satis-
factory trials have been instituted. As it can be obtained in great
abundance, while the D). villosa is quite scarce, our practitioners will
do well to test its value in ¢ bilicus colie.”” (K.)

As nothing is known of this species, and, owing to the scarcity of
the officival root, it may be substituted for or mized with the latter,
the homeopathic pharmaceutists and physicians wilt do well to be on
their guard against deception. For this reason I have given so
extended a description of both plants.

This plant is dedicated to, or named after, Dioscorides, the great

-Greek naturalist. The term * villosa™ is, according to Gray, a bad
name, for the plant is never villous, and often pearly smooth. King,
however, says the vine has a brown and wooly base.

Rafinesque* did not seem to be aware that it possessed any medi-
einal qualities. He merely mentions the wild yam as ** used by the
‘Western tribes, roots and meal; leaves also edible.” This must be
8 mistake, ag the roots of Dioscorea are to0 woody in their character to
be edible under any circumstances, Some other species of the yam
must be alluded to.

Howard} recommends it for bilious colie, but does not pretend to
explaiun its action, He does not koow whether it is an anodyne or
or cathartic.” His discription of the plant is so plain that T quote it
in fall: “«This plant is a twiniug aud climbing vine, resembling in
some respeets the morniug-glory. The 7ot is of a most singular tor-
tuous form, of & woody consistence, with numerous epiny protuber-
ances. It is perennial and doubtless eudures a greater number of

* Medical Botany, 1828,
} Botapic Materia Medica, 1336,
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years than the roots of most plants of similar habits. The sprangles
are usually pear half an inch in thickness, and the whole root in
favorable situations is often found to weigh half a pound: The stem
is a climbing annual vine, winding around small shrubs, and insinua-
ting itself among brambles, often attaining the height of six or eight
feet, Near the ground the leaves usually appear in verticillate clus-
ters or whorls, varying in number from two to eight or moreina
bunch, dependent on the luxuriance of the soil. Higher up the leaves
are alternate. They are always on pretty long foot-stalks, and of the
form of a heart, with the point acute and turned to one side, com-
monly roundish as well as cordate, and nearly two inches across.
Almost always you may count just nine veins or portions of frame
work, proceeding from the base towards the apex. The fisiwers show
-themselves in May and June ; they are very small and white, arranged
on litile stems which come out just above the leaves. The seeds are
triangular, some like buckwheat, though four times as large, with
wingy at the angles, The yam-root grows plentifully in the Northern
States, delighting in fertile hill sides, thickets and open woods.”

Howard advises the infusion of the powdered rool, (in bilious
colic}. One ounce to be boiled in a pint of water, and half of i1
given at & doze. ““It acts with remarkable promptitude in affording
relief.” He says a Dr. Neville, of Ohio, « values the tineture highly
as an ezpectorant, also that it is diaphoretic, and in large doses,
emetice.”

Dioscorein is the resinoid prineiple of the root of the Dioscorea
villosa. It forms a lightish yellow-brown powder of 2 faint smell,
and a slightly sweetish resinous, very bitter, disagreeable taste, with
a persistent acridity which is very sensibly felt in the throat and fan-
ces. When exposed to the atmospherc it absorbs moisture, becomes.
darker colored, tenacious, of a pilular consistence, and leaves a light-
ish yellow-gray stain on white paper. It is wholly solubie in aleohol
only when first prepared, afler keeping for & time it is only partially
dissolved. It is partly soluble in water.

According to King and other authorities the Dioscorein * possesses
the properties of the erude drug in an eminent degree. They deeree
the dose to be from one to four grains. Homemopathic physicians bave
used this resinoid with good results, as will appear in the clinieal
records.

Orricinar Preparations.—(1) Tineture of the root; dilutions
Triturations of the tineture and the Resinoid (* Dicscorein.”)
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Generalities. —This is one of those remedies principally known
as yet for its curative effects upon one portion of the organism. The
first knowledge which we have of a remedy is sometimes confined to
its effects upon one organ or tissne. Doubtless a full pathogenesis of
Dioscorea when oblained will develop effects and symptoms upon dif-
ferent portions of the body, and give us indications for its use in dis-
eases for which it is not now considered appropriate.

That the physician may get a clear idea of the medieal history of
the plant, I will give a resume of the estimate in which it is held by
the Eclectic school of medicine.

Neither Wood or ony other Allopathic writer make any mention
of this remedy. Howard, Smith, Watson and Beach, (Botanics) all
mention it as a remedy in bilicus colic.

King says it is an anti-spasmodic, and the tineture *said to be
diaphoretic and expectorant. He evidently considers its anti-spasmodic
action as the most important, Such a rague generalization, however,
does not answer the requisitions of a science. Because a medicine
enres bilious colie, and other painful affections of the abdominal vis-
cera, it is not therefore anti-spasmodic. Colocynth cures in our hands
similar symptoms, but no one would consider that remedy an anti-.
spasmodie. That Dioscorea is specific for certain symptoms we can-
not doubt, nor can the jhomeeopathist doubt that it acts occording to
the law of similia in such cases. Dr, King saysof it: “It has been
successfully used by Eeclectics in bilious colic, in doses of half a pint
of the decoction, repeated every half an hour or hour; in fact, no
other agent seems necessary in this disease, as it gives prompt and
permanent relief in the most severe cases. It will likewise allay
nausea, alse spasms of the bowels,” Of the Dioscorein he says:
It is undoubtedly as much a specific in bilious ¢olic as Quinia i3 in
intermittent” (4. ., only specific to some cases?) * In a severe csse
of bilious colic. pronounced past hope by several physicians, four
grains, rubbed up with a tablespoonful of brandy, afforded prompt
relief, and a repetition of the dose in about tweniy minutes from the
time of taking the firet, cffected a cure. In ordinary cases ome or
two grains of Dioscorein may be administered every fiv , ten or
twenty minutes. It is useful in eramps of the stomach, bowels, and
even uterine eramps, also for the nausea of pregnant women, flatu-
lance, borborygmi, ete."

Coe (Cone. Org, Med.,)) says: * The wonderful efficacy of this
remedy in the cure of bilious colic, renders it an indispensable agent
to every practitioner of the healing art. In this eomplaint it is near
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a speéific as apy rewedy can well be. The reliet it affords is both
prompt and eertain. But its entire value does not relate to this dis-
eage alone, as it has been found useful in cholera morbus, nausea
attending pregmancy, spasms, coughs, hepatic disorders, after pains,
flatulence, dysmenorrheea, and in all cases where an anti-spasmodic
is required. Iu our experience of the management of cholera morbus
as well as vomiting from other causes, we have found that small doses
frequently repeated, will oftentimes control the symptoms when large
doses fail, (one-fourth grain of Dicscorein.) In comclusion, we would
reiterate the fact that Dioscorein iz eminently anti-spasmodie, and
diaphboretic, and that its power of relieving spasms, relates more par-
ticularly to the stomach and bowels, in the disorders of which it has
become to be looked upon by many as nearly a specific. We speak
of our own knowledge when we state it to be the most reliable remedy
yet discovered for bilious and flatulent colic, and intestinal spasm and
irritation generally. It is a safe and harmless remedy, but in over-
doses will produce vomiting.” The italics above are my own. If it
will cause vomiting in over doses, why may it not canse spasms,
cramps, irritation, and other phenomena of bilious and flatulent eolie,
for which it is so specific? T do not doubt its power of inducing
these affeetions, when long given in pathogenetic doses.

Jones and Scudder assert that it acts as “a very gentle diaphor-
etic, without exeiting the action of the heart and arteries, or inereas.
ing the temperature of the body. Ithas been butlittle used, however,
for this purpose, although it might undoubtedly be employed with
much advantage. It appears to actas an anodyne and anti-spasmodie,
and likewise as an anti-emetic, in the diseases in which it is prinei-
pally employed. The only affection in which it lLas been used suffi-
ciently to give a fair test to its virtwes, is bilious cofic. In many
instances it has appeared to act with great promptitude in allaying
nansen and vomitiog, and relieving the pain and spasmedic action
invariably present in that disease. In various cases of graat severity,
when other remedies had been faithfully and perseveringly employed,
and when all had proved unavailing, the nauseaand vomiting, severe
pain and spasms contiuwing unabated, with a dry and husky state of
the surface, the Dioscorea has afferded entire relief in every respect,
in twenty or thirty minutes, and the patient has fallen into 2 comfort-
able state of repose, and slept quietly for the first time since the
attack.” Of the Dioscorein, they add, “ We have used it in bilious
colie with much success; and as an anti-emetic in other cases. In
the cholera-infantum of children, it is one of our most efficient agents;
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combined with Leptandrin, we have succeeded in curing cases which
were considered hopeless, TFrom our experience with this agent, and
it has been somewhat extensive, we believe it has a specific action
upon the liver, not only increasing, but chauging the character of the
bilious secretion.” The above is better and more definite testimony
than we usnally get from allopathic sources. We can afford to laugh
at the name ** anti-emetic,” when their own authorities admit that it
causes vomiting., Yet they will not sce that it cures according to the
law of similia. Doubtless they would seek to explain its action upon
some other hypothesis even if it was known to cause intestinal
-SPH.SIIIS.

Dr. 1. G. Jones, late Professor of Practice in the Eclectic Medieal
College of Cincinnati, and author of ap extensive work on practice,
writes concerving this medicine: * The remedy upon which I rely
in the treatment of bilious colic is Dioscorea villose. I bave used it
with entire success in all the cases that have come under my care.
In one case that had been previously treated forty-eight hours with
injections, fomentations, anodynes, and cathartics, without success,
the patient was relieved in half an hour by taking one.dose of Dios-
corea.” Xn another case, to which I was called in the night, the patient,
‘who had been suffering severely for twelve hours, was perfectly
relieved in 2 few minutes and soothed into a quiet sleep. It has
‘never been known to fail, and I should rely upon it with entire confl-
-denece in all cases of this disease. The philesophy of its therapeutic
-action may not as yet be fully understood, or clearly explained. That
it is eminently adapted to the case is very certain, and that, after all,
is the main point in practice.” It may be interesting to us to know
‘what coundition Dr. Jones ealls  bilious colic.” He thinks it does
‘not depend on hepatic disturbance at all. The sympioms are gasiric
-derangement, furred tongue, constant pain, aggravated by regular
paroxysms of increased sufferings ; pain located at first in the centre
of, but gradually diffused over the whole abdomen; febrile reaction,
‘vomiting, distended, tender and sensitive abdomen, ete. . '

The clinical experience of the homeopathic school with Dioscorea
-and Dioscorein is not extensive, In fact I find no published record,
and can only give the statements of my intimate colleagues. Dr. P.
H, Hale, of Hudszon, Michigan, informs me that he has used the tine-
“ture and lower dilutions successfully in cramps of the stomach, flatu-
dent colic, bilious colic, and eholera morbus. Inone caseof a pregnant
-woman suffering from persistent and distressing pyrosis, who had used
‘without benefit alkalies, acids, and all the homeopathic remedies
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apparently indicated for this condition, Dr. Hale experimentally
preseribed the Diozcorea (five drops of the mother tincture before and
after meals), Its use in a few days resulted in permanent relief of
the disagreeable symptoms. He bas also found this remedy useful in
cardialgia ocouring in persons of dyspeptic habits. '

Dr, Rogers considers the Dioscorea useful in cholera morbus. In
one ense where there was vomiting, purging of agueous stools, with
severe abdominal and general cramps, the patient was promptly
relieved by a few doses of one grain each of Dioscorein i trituration.

In an epidemic of dysentery, in which the majority of cases were
characterized by spasmodic pains in the abdomen, with unusually
severe tenesmus, Dr. Rogers found the Dioscores a valuable remedy
when Colocynth and Aloes seemed indicated but failed to relieve,

Dr. J. C. Peterson writes as follows concerning the beneficial
effects of the Dioscores villosa in dysentery : * During the past sum.
- mer and fall we have had considerable dysentery. Mapy cases were
seized at the onset with violent, cutting, lacinating pains in the bow-
els, that elicited shrieks from the patient. In all such cases I gave
Dioscorea villosa 3d, with the happiest results, naver having to resort
to the fourth dose. The case would be completed with Baptisia tine-
toria, Cuprum aceticam, Leptandrio, Arsenicum or Hydrastis cana-
densis, either singly or two in alternation,”

Dr. C. A. Williams reports the following case: “Mr. ——, aged
50, subject to severe attacks of choleva morbus, with vomiting, diar-
rheea, painful cramps in the stomach, bowels and extremities, from
which, under allopathic treatment, with opiates, ete., he would not
recover for several days. I was called in at night to see him, after
an attack bad lasted about an hour, He was suffering intensely from
the usual symptoms, and he supposed he was to have an illness of
several days duration, Wishing to test the alleged virtues of Dios-
corea, I gave him about two grains of the 5 trituration every fifteen
minutes., After the third dose he became easier, and before the sixth
dose he oxpressed himself as quite comfortable. He shortly fell
asleep, and in the morning was as well as usual.”

Dr. Smith Rogers, of Michigan, has used this remedy for many
years, He communicates several noteworthy cases of enteralgia
which were promptly relieved by it. His first experience with the
Dioscorea was in & case of so.called “ bilions colic” which had been
treated allopathically for five days, and the patient given up by his
physician. The specific symptoms are not_remembered, except that

hat the man suffered the most jntense, agonizing pain, day snd night,
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worse in paroxysms, One dose of five draps of the tineture relieved
the pain in a few hours, and in a day or two the patient was well.
But one dose was given in this case !

Two other cases of colic were cured by the Dioscorea iu his prac.
tice, In one the patient was » lady who was asubject to attacks of
colie once or twice a year, the pain was very severe, and lasted sev-
eral days. Ou one occasion the patient sent for Dr. Rogers in the
night, but Beiug unable to visit her he sent the tineture of Dioscorea,
to be taken five drops every hour until the pain ceased. One or two
doses cured her., Afterwards this patient was always able to arrest
the colic with one or two doses of the medicine, The other case was
a lady friend of the last patient, who suffered from similar attacks.
Bhe was relieved by the same remedy, administered in the same man-
per. It is to be regretted that Dr. Rogers omitted to record the par-
ticular symptoms of these cases.

The following two cases also oceurred in my own practice:

Mrs, D, aged 30, haa phthisis pulmopalis, with its accompani-
ments of hectic fever, night sweats, ete., but complains more of & du/l,
heavy pain in the pit of the stomach, worse afler ea’ing, and which is
relieved by copious eructations of air, bowels normal. Carbo vegeta-
bilis, Nux vomica, Pulsatilla and Bismuth were preseribed, but with-
out any benefit. The pain had been present for three weeks, After
taking Dioscorea, & dilution, (five drops one hour before each meal,)
for two days, the epigastric pain, eructations, etc., permanently dis-
appeared,

Mrs. C., aged 25, was worn out with the care of a sick child, and
has had for two weeks a constant, heavy, dull wearing pain in the
cardiac portion of the stomach, which extends into the left side and
dorsal region. 'The distress is not aggravated by eating, and is not
acecompanied by eructations of air. She feels the pain when she goes
to sleep, and when she wakes in the night and morning; bowels nor-
mal. She took for several days Arnica, then Nux vomica, and finally
China and Chamomilla, but with no alleviation of the pain. After
taking Dioscorea y%7 dilution, (five drops every three hours,) for 24
hours the pain left and has not returned. Dioscorea was found
promptly curative in both the abuve eases, yet the symptoms were
quite different.

Prof. Helmuth, of 8t. Louis, gives his testimony of the value of
this remedy in enteralgia:  “I was called to see a gentleman who
for three days had been suffering the most intense pain in the lower
part of the abdomen. A very great variety of medicines had been
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used in vain. There was a perfectly constipated condition of the
bowels, the strongest purgatives producing no aetion ; excessive sen-
sitiveness of the abdomal parietes of the right side, with constant
thirst. The pain, although oceurring most violently in parexyswms,
was constant, and was of a violent ttwisting character, All the usual
remedial mesns failed until the Dioscorein in the 2d trituration was
employed. The doses were fifteen minutes apart for the first four,
then thirty minutes, and finally every hour. In four hours the
patient’s bowels moved, and in four hours more he fell into a profound
slumber, which lasted ten hours, when he awoke, Although there
was great soreness of the praecordia, the disease had entirely disap-
peared.

Case 2,—At four o'clock a. m., I was called upon to visit a gentle-
man whom the messenger asserted had becn suffering most intense
agony for some hours, From what I could learn, the case was one of
enteralgia, I sent to him Coloeynthis and Nux vomiea, and added
an enemsy and a hot fomentation, believing that by such means relief”
would certainly be afforded. At siz o’clock I was again calied upon,
and implored to visit the patient, as he was supposed to be dying..
8o soon as I could I went to him. He was not dying, but certainly
wag suffering very much. The pain he complained of being constant,
in the right side, aggravated at tiwes, and as he twisted his fingers
together in his agony he exclaimed, *It’s just like that, like that, like
that!?” These pains were all aggravated by lying down. I prepared
him twelve powders, of three grains each, of the 2d trituration of the
Dioscorein, ordered one to be taken every ten minutes until three
were taken, then every twenty minutes, with orders that so soon as
visible improvement was noticed, that the interval be longer between
the doses. When I returned in three hours a smile on his face.
“The second powder relieved me,” said he, “and I feel most well,”

“I could multiply these cases, but so far as I can observe I believe
that whereas the sharp cubtings, with marked aggravations and ameli-
orations, belong to Colocynth, the steady twisting pains belong to Dios-
corea; itis more mearly allied to Ipecac than either to Colocynth,
Coceulus or Nux vomica. Its symptoms are worse when lying down,
and are generally to be noticed early in the morning. Pressure
relieving colic cannotbe considered as pathogunomenie of any remedy.”

To this I will add my own observations. I have used the 1st, 2d,
and 3d dilutions and triturations in the above affections. In eramps
of the stomach (cardialgia) the 1st decimal dilution often acts more
prompily and satisfactory than Nux vomica. In the dioscorea-

20
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gastralgia there is generally 2 great tendency to eructate, and the
pain is paroxysmal. In spasmodic colic it seems to be indicated
where we usually give Coloeynth and Chamomilla. In these cases
there is usually much flatulence, rumbling and paroxysmal pain. In
the colic of children, accompanied or not by diarrhwa, and attended
with screams and eries, and emissions of flatulence, the 2d and 34
tritorations have been useful. The true sphers of its action, whether
upon the muscular or nervous tissucs of the abdomen, ete., cannot
yet be defined. I am inclined, however, to the opinion that it acts
more speeifically upon the latter. Iis actiou is probably confined to
the stomach and intestines. If useful in after-pains,‘or bepatic dis-
orders, it must be because they are dependent npon some intestinal
derangement. I onee treated a gentleman for several years, for an
anomalous disease of the abdominal organs, of which ] ean never
form any satisfuctory idea. He had been troubled with it from early
youth. The pain, for that constituted nearly the whole of the malady,
appeared at irregular intervals, sometimes once # week, at others once
a pionth, and lasted several days. I never prescribed anything, nor
did any other physician, which seemed to give him avy relief. Ano-
dynes dulled the pain for a time, but gave no permanent benefit, It
was a crampy, spasmodic pain, commencing sear the crest of the
ileum, and extending to the lumbar region and hypogastrium. Phy-
sical or mental labor would bring oo an attack, Ii would gradually
increase for days. and end in an attack of vomiting, or at other times
affect the head. When it did leave it was always suddenly, Lying
on the left side and back only was endurable* My impression was
that it was a spasmodic disease of the vermiform process, excited by
some matters introduced into that portion of the intestime. A trav-
eling * spiritual doctor” preseribed for him a medicine or compound
which gave him more relief than anything he had ever used. The
chief ingredient in this mixture was the Dioscorea. The clairvoyant
insisted that the malady was “piles in the bowels,” (?) a disease
which is not laid dowu in our nomenclature.

I know of no drug that would better repay a thorough proving, and
none that would aid more in establishing the universality of the law of
similia, if we got a pathogenesis verified, wherein we could see a picture
of those painful affections, in the cure of which it has gained such
empirieal repuistion. I have repcatedly taken the tincture and first
dilution several times a day for several days, but never elicited any
notable symptoms, I have slso tried it in several patients, affecied

* Tt was aod due to the T of calowlus, as would Ry be supp
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with other than gastric complaints, but with ne better results than in
ryself.
BR. W. H, BURT'S PROVING,

May 5th, 1864, 10 s. ».—Took 30 drops of the fluid extract of
the Dioscorea. Helf an hour after taking the medicine, commenced
to have pain in the whele epigastrium, and region of the gall-bladder,
quite severe, of 2 cutting, tearing character; at times spasmodie,
3 p. m,—8light distress in the stomach; took 40 drops. 5p Mm.—
Slight, dull, frental headache ; frequent, sharp, eutling pains in the
stomach and region of the gall.bladder; frequent, sharp, cutting
paing in the uvmbilieal region, aggravated by walking; frequent
drawing pains in the left shoulder and veck; drawing pains in the
knees and ankles, the knees are very weak when walking; constant
dull pain in the lumbar region, aggravated by stoong or walking ;
took 50 drops. J

May 6th.—Awoke three times in the night with severe cutting
pains in the umbilicus, There are constant, dull, aching pains in the
umbilicus, with occasional colie-like pains ; severe frontal headache;
thick yellowish-white coating on the tongne; rough, flat taste in the
mouth ; black, dry, lumpy stool ; dull, heary pain in the lnmbar-sacral
region, very much worse by stooping ; fingers ache and are quite stiff;
drawing pains in the ankles and feet; took 60 drops. 9 p. 1.—Slight,
dull headache ; rough feeling in the fauces, with constant inclination
to swallow ; constant, aching distress in the umbilicus ; dull, aching
pains in the back; drawing pains in the calves of the legs and
ankles; took 100 drops. 11 a. m.—Dull, frontal headache; dry,
rough feeling in the fauces, with frequent ineclination to swallow ; con-
stant, dull}aching pains in the whole umbilical region, with frequent,
sharp, cutting pains all through the small intestines; dull, drawing
pains in the fore-arms and wrists; drawing pain between the shoul-
ders; constant, severe, drawing pains in the calves of the legs and
ankles ; knees arefeeling very weak ; disposition to yawn and streteh,
3 ». m.—The pains are all the same, ouly more mild ; took 200 drops.
5 r. m.—Blight, frontal headache ; rough feeling in the fances, with
frequent inclination to swallow ; constant distress in the umbilical and
hypogastric regions, with severe, cutting, colie-like pains every few
minutes in the stomach and small intestines ; bearing down, prolapsed
feeling in the anus ; feeling very weak, hands and legs tremble eon-
stantly ; can hear my heart beating after walking a little. Pulse 80 ;
sharp, pulsating pain jest at the top of the sternum, lasting an hour ;
severe, drawing paioa in my elbows, wrists and fngers, at times the
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pain in the fingers is very sharp; constant, dull, aching pain in the
luembar-sacral region, very much worse by bending the spine; dull,
drawing pains in the knees and ankles; very sharp, cutting pains in
the bottom of the feet and toes; the right ankle and foot has the most
pain-in it. 9 p. m.—Slight frontal headache, with oeccasionsl sharp
pains in the right temple; dryness of the fauces; constant, aching
distress in the whole of the bowels, with frequent sharp, cutting pains
in the slomach and small intestines, Three hemorrhoidal tomors
have made their appearance, and are partially prolapsed; there is
constant dull pain and distress in the anus ; the pulsating pain at the
upper part of the sternum is still there; it is very distressing; flying
pains all through the chest and back {cervical portion); constant dull
pain in the small of the Lack and hips, cannot bear to stoop down, it
is so painful ; constant, dull, drawing pains in the elbows, wrists,
hands and fingers; the pain in the fingers is very severe, of a cut-
ting, tearing pature; constant, dull, aching pain in the ankles, feet
and toes; the pain in the toes is of a tearing, cutting character; took
150 drops.

May Tth, o, M.—Slept soundly, but perspired 2 good deal, awoke
at 2 o, n., with great burning distress in the stomach; dull frontal
headache; tongue coated white; flat, pappy taste; tonsils slightly
congested ; constant aching distress in the stomach and bowels ; stom-
ach is quite painful wheu pressed upon ; stool, first part black, very
dry and hard, last part mushy and white. The stool was followed by
the protrusion of four hemorrhoidal tumors, the size of large red
cherries, with great pain and distress in the anus; constant, dull
headache ; hands and fingers ache, and are very stiff; closing the
hands is very painful ; ankles, feet and toes are also very stiff, and
ache constantly. After exercising two hours my hands and feet felt
quite free from pain. Took 100 drops at 10 4. m.—S8light frontal
headache; constant distress in the umbilicus. The hemorrhoidal
tumors are constanily prolapsed, whicl is very distressing and pain-
ful ; dull, aching pains in the wrists, hands and fingers, ankles, feet
and toes ; they are feeling quite stif. Took 200 drops. 12 s—
Slight frontal headache ; constant aching, burning distress in the epi-
gastric and wmbilical regions; dull, heavy, aching distress in the
right lobe of the liver ; constant, dull, aching pain in the whole [nm-
bar region ; bending the spine produces sharp, cutting pains all along
the lumbar region; dull pains in the hands and feet; three of the
hemorrhoidal tumors are of the color of the mucous membrane of the
anus, and are the size of very large red cherries, the other one is not
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80 large, and is of a very dark, livid, blue oolor. 4 p. u.—Very
severe frontal headache ; feeling very faint and weak ; hands and legs
tremble constantly; vertigo, with great faintness; have to lie down
to keep from fainting ; seems to all center at the stomach ; great dis-
tress at the stomach, with frequent, sharp, prickly pains in it; sharp,
cutting pains every few minutes in the umbilical region ; dull, aching
distress in my wrists, hands, fingers, ankles, feet and toes. Fearing
that I would have spasms, took three doses of camphor, without relief.
I then inhaled chloroform every few minutes until 7 ».m. The chlo-
roform gave great relief, but would last only a short time, when the
great faintness would come on again ; at 7 ». M., the faintness left me.
9 p. .—Severe frontal headache; constant and very severe burning
distress in the whole of the epigastrium; distress in the umbilicus,
and desire for stool ; very bard, dry, lumpy stool, followed by pro-
lapsus of the anus, with great pain and distress in the hemorrhoids ;
feeling very weak in the knees ; constant, aching distress in the hands
and feet ; very weak in the knees, can just walk ; constant trembling
of the arms and legs ; very severc backache.

May 8th.—Slept well until midnight, after that was very restless
until morning ; skin dry and hot ; pulse 62, while lying down; dull
froutal headache ; great distress in the stomach, but not so much of
the burning ; tongue coated yellowish white; flat, rough taste ; stom-
ach very tender, cannot bear to bave it pressed upon; very severe
pain in the upper portion of the lumbar region, when bending the
spine; soft, mushy stool, very yellow, at 8 4. m., followed by a very.
weak, faint feeling ; hands and fingers ache all the time ; fingers are
very stiff ; dull pain in the ankles and fect, 8 p. M.; felt guite well
until 2 p, m., when the great burning distress came on again in my
stomach ; dull headache ; very lame back ; the hemorrhoids are very
troublesome ; my hands and feet have been feeling quite easy all day
after the first hour ; exercise relieves all of the rhenmatic symptoms,

May 9th.—Slept well ; awoke at 5 a. ., with severe pain in the
umbilical and hypogasiric regions, and great distress for stool ; very
profuse, thin, yellow stool, that did not relieve the pain in the bowels
feeling very faint at the stomach and weak; 7 . m., another very
thin, deep yellow stool, which relieved the pain a good deal, followed
by the great faintness at the stomach; eating would not relieve it
9 p. u., have been feeling quite well all day, but since 6 ». m., the
great burning distress in the stomach has beei constant ; severe neu-
ralgic pain in the left groin all the evening,

May 10th,—Slept well ; this morning have a great burning in my
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stomach ; slight distress in the bowels, with a deep yellow diarrheeie
gtool ; hands and feet are quite stiff; dull backache; the hemor-
rhoidal tumors arc free from pain and getting smaller. The backache
lasted one week after taking the remedy.

Characteristic Peculiarities,—The rheumatic symptoms are
worse at night and early in the morning ; first hour the pains are very
much aggravated by motion, after that motion relieves thew; diar-
rheea early in the morning; all the pains are worse while sitting stil),
relieved by motion. '

Mind.—Great depression of spirits; no desire to move ; very sad,

Nervous System.—Great weariness and loss of strength; con.
stant trembling of the hands and legs; pain and spasms of the bow-
els; elowness of the heart’s action; vertige, with great faintness ab
the stomach ; disposition to faint; disposition to yawn and stretch.

Head,—Constant, dull, frontal headache, more in the top of the
forehead ; very severe frontal headache ; sharp cutting pains in the
right temple.

Mouth and Tongue.—Tongue coated with white and yellowish-
white ; flat, pappy taste in the mouth; dryopess of the fauces, with
frequent inclination to swallow; rough feeling of the fauces; tonsils
slightly congested.

Stomach.—Frequent empty eructations ; constant distress in the
stomach, more in the afternoon and evening; severe cutting, tearing
pains in the stomach and region of the gall-bladder; at times the
pains are of a spasmodic character; constant, dull pain in the stom-
ach; great burning distress in the stomach, with sharp prickling
pains in it and faintness ; great faintness at the stomach very painful
on pressure.

Liver.—The appearance of the alvine cvacuations shows that it
has a marked effect upon the liver ; sharp, cutting painzin the regions
with frequent sharp, cutting pains in the region of the gall bladder;
dull, heavy, aching pains in the right lobe of theliver ; the stoolsare
very black, dry and hard; large, deep yellow, papescent stools, show-
ing an increased secretion of bile, then light colored stools.

Urinary and Genital Organs.—No special effect observed.

Abdomen, — Constant, dull pain in the epigastric and umbilical
regions, with frequent colic-like pains of a cutting, tearing character ;
frequent, sharp, cutting pains in the umbilicus, aggravated by walk
ing ; awoke three times in the night with severe colic-like pains in the
umbilicus ; constant dull pain in the umbilieus, with frequent sharp,
cutting pains all through the intestines,
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Stool and Anns.—Black, dry, hard, lumpy stool, last part of it
soft, white and mushy; dark, black stool, followed by prolapsus of
the anus; the anus has four hemorrhoidal tumors on it as large as red
cherries ; three are the color of the mucous membrane of the intes.
#ne, the other is of a livid, dark blue color. "The. prover never had
hemorrhoidal tumors in his life, excepting one tumor after proving the
Veratrum v., and strong symptowms of it while proving Asculus. He
considers these hemorrhoidal tumors truly a pathogenetic symptom of
the Dioscorea ; obstinate constipation, followed by bilious diarrbea ;
severc pain in the umbilical and hypogastric regions, with great
desire for stool ; very profuse, deep yellow, thin stool, followed by a
very weak, faint foeling, and without relieving the pain in the bowels;
this continued two days, in the morning, then was followed by consti-
pation. The hemorrhoidal tumors were prolapsed all the time, with
great pain and distress in them. _

Chest, —Sharp, pulsating pain in the top of the sternum; sharp
stitehes all through the chest and cervical portion of the back; draw-
ing pain between the shoulders.

Back.—Constant, dull pain in the lumbar region; dall aching
pain in the lumbar-sacral region, very much aggravated by bending
the spine ; dull pain in tho small of the back; bending of the spine
produces sharp, cutting pains in all the lumbar vertebra; back is
quite stiff, espeoially in the morning.

Arms.~Frequent drawing pains in the elbows, wrists, hands and
fingers ; severe cuiting pains in the elbows, wrists and fingers; con-
stant dull pains in the wrists, hands and fingers, with frequent sharp
paios in the fingers ; fingers are very stiff, can hardly close them,
they are so very painful.

Lewer Extremities.—Dull, drawing pains in the kneca and
ankles ; very sharp pain in the bottom of the feet and toes; constant
dull pains in the ankles, feet and toes, with sharp pain in the toes;
the toes are very stiff, especially in the morning.

PROVING OF DIOSCORESA, BY THOMAS NICHOL, M. D., BELLEVILLE, C. W,

Deo. 1st, 1865,—At 11 4. u,, took a teaspoonful of the 1st deci-
mal dilution, in a little water; at 11:30, nausea and qualmishness,
with stitching pain in the region of the heart, and an uneasy feeling
in the umbilical region. At 12:50 . n., belching up of wind, and
eontinued unessiness of the umbilical region; at 8 p. u., rumbling of
the bowels, with tenderness on pressure, the tenderness waa more a
soreness, and there was considerable bloating, A9 p, ., took a tea-
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spoonful of the lst decimal dilution. All the symptoms were aggra-
vated on lying down, and the pain shot at intervals down to the iliac
regions, especially the right. Confused sleep, with anxious dreams.

Dee. 2d, 1865.—At 8:80 4. u.,, tock a teaspoonful of the 1t deci-
mal ditution, The abdominal pain intermits a good desl to-day, it-
having been continuous on the previous day, The tongue was coated
yellow, and the eructations tasted of rotten egge. At2r. m,Latea
sour apple witheut considering its offects on the proving, and ina
very short time the paing and all the symptoms disappeared.

Deoc. 6th, 1865.— Resumed the proving, using the lst decimal
trituration of Dioscorein, of Keith's manufacture, which Dr. Coe
claims is the “true concentrated equivalent of the plant.” At 12:30
P. M., took two grains of the preparation ; at 1 p. m., rumbling of the
bowels and inclination for stool, with uneasy feeling in the stomach,
with nausea and disgust for feed. 8:30 p. m., bloating of the umbili-
cal region, with soreness cn pressure, with giddy, confused feeling of
the bead. At 4 p. M, took two graing of the 1at decimal trituration ;
at 5 . u., unusually drowsy, fell asleep with a book in my band, all
through the sleep there was s coofused consciousness of the conversa-
tion going oo arcund me ; on awakering felt an unusual languor, with
disinclination for mental exertion.

Dec. 8th.-—Passed a very restless night, and got vp feeling lan-
guid and vnrefreshed ; the head ached over the eyes, and the mouth
was bitter and clammy, At 7 4, M, a good deal of heat in the stom-
ach, with nauses. Gradually vertige and giddiness comes on, which
lasted for an hour ; the head felt hot, and about 8 o’clock warm sweat
broke out over the forehead, and the vertigo was accompanied by rum-
bling of the bowela. At I2n.,, took five grains of the lst decimal
trituration. At 1:55 p. u., sudden re-appearance of the vertigo, with
heat of the head ; this continued with great violence for half an hour,
and then subsided, but continued more or less all the evening.

Dec. Tth,—Early this morning, while in bed, I felt a mild but per-
gistent naunsea, accompanied by sharp pains in the nmbilical and right
iliac regious. The pain was spasmedic and very sharp, and was
neither agpravated nor ameliorated by pressure, though pressure
csused a rumbling. At 9:80 & M., very sharp, cutting pains aloog
the whole right side of the forehead, shooting back as far as the ear ;
the pain is not & steady pain, but remits, snd is aggravated by pres-
gure. At 5 r. m., while walking in the atreet, I was attacked with
vertigo go violent that I was unable to walk, and reeled as if iotozi
cated, and at the same time the neuralgic pain was aggravated.
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Deo. Sth, 1865.—At 2:45 ». u., took 15 grains of the Ist decimal
trituration. At 3:25, return of the sharp pains in the temples, aggra-
vated by exposure to the cold air. After this date I took mo more
medicine, and all the symptoms gradually declined.

Dr. Paine, (eclectic) gives some suggestive pathogenetic experi-
ence with this drug. He does not, however seem to see the ivevit-
able deduction favorable to homeeopathy which such experiments
present. Dioscorea evidently causes just that hyperssthesia of the
abdominal nerves which Dr. Paine says it cures, He says:* * As
to its influence oo the healthy constitution I will give the experience
of two of my former students—each testing the drug when in a per-
fect state of health, and each being ignorant of the effect experienced
by the other:”

DR. HENRY A. SUMMER’S EXPERIMENT.

«] commenced taking Dioscorin in half-grain doses three times a
day. Soon after taking the first dose, I experienced considerable
pain in the abdomen, which was eoon followed by a slight diarrbeea.
I continued taking the drug until I had taken twenty-five doses, and
did not observe any further effects. I then increased the dose toone
grain, when I was again seized with abdominal pains as well as diar-
rheea, which soon passed off ; and although I continued its use unsil I
had taken twelve one-grain doses, po other effects were perceptible.
I then discontinued its use for three days, when I again commenced
-with the dose inereased to two grains, and after taking four doses was
seized with such a severe griping pain in the abdomen that I was
obliged to abandon the experiment. Since I commenced the experi-
ment I found that my appetite was very much increased.”

DR. 3. €. MICHENER'S EXPERIMENT.

“1 commenced taking ome.half grain of Dioscorin with the fol-
lowing effects :  First dose caused a slight feeling of fulness in the
head, with an increase of saliva, and an agreeable sweetish taste.
Symptoms continued three hours. The dose was taken three times a
~day on the 7th and 8th, with like effects. On the 9th the dose was
doubled in the morning, which cansed a slight, continued pain in the
abdomen, as if the poiot of a fiuger was placed upon the umbilicus
and pressed upward and backward., At noon the dose tripled, with
an iverease of the severity of the symptoms and defecation, which is
uncommon at that period. In the evening the dose was quadrupled,
but I fell asleep before its action comwenced and remained undis.
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turbed about four hours, when I awoke iv a horrible dream, feeling
much pain in the abdomen, but it scon subsided and I agein fell
asleep; awoke soon and found myself sore upon pressure. I now
took five doses in one, or three grains. In one-half hour there was
fulness in the head, apeedily followed by severe pain in the abdomen
more spasmodic than heretofore. During the intermissions there was
a burning sensation which lasted three hours, I new thought it the
part of prudence to discontioue the experiment. The soreness lasted
two days.”

Dr. Paine does not venture any remarks on these experiments. In
fact, he could make no deductions without giving *aid and comfort”
to the homaopathic school, and this ne well regulated eclectic or allo-
pathist would do, even if in withholding it he sacrifice cousistency
and truth.

We, however, want no better proof of the law of similia than the
above experiments. They show that Dioscorea is capable of causing
very similar conditions to those it so promptly cures. Its action,
although evidently severe, is not of long duration.

Dr. Paine (Eelectic) says*: «“The first instance in which I used this
remedy was in the case of a lady, about forty years of age, who had been
laboring under a severe form of the affection (bilious colic) for three days,
in spite of the usual remedies taken to relieve her. I ordered two
grains (of Dioscorin) to be given every fifteen minutes, followed by a
small draught of hot water. The second dose relieved the violence
of the paroxysm, and in the course of two hours the vomiting and
puin had been entirely controlled, although there were gastric and
eoteric inflammation for several days, which yielded, however, to hot
packs, Aconite and Veratrum v, ** Subsequently I used the remedy in
s number of cases under. more favorable circumstances, and in each
instance immediate relief was the result, and in ne ease in which I
have used the DMiocorea previonsly to the use of other remedies bave
I found inflammatory symptoms developed; hence I have every
reason to believe that they would rarely oceur in bilious colie, if they
were not induced by pernicious medication. Oun consulting my med-
ical friends, 1 learn that their experience iz similar te mine; and
knowing that what is known as bilicus colic was simply a hyperms-
thesia of the umbilical plexus of unerves, or one of the forms of neu-
ralgia, I determined to try it in other vervons affections, consequently
I have used it in nearly every form of painful neuralgia.”

“In fucial neuralgia, hypermsthesia of the spiuve, brain, uterus
T Concentrated Megicines, page 43.
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and other portions of the nervous systew, its power is most marked and
in nearly every instance relief has been effected. . Qf course the
causes, predisposing and exciting, received -their due attention and
appropriate ireatment, as well as other complications,

* As to the cxtent to which I have used the drug I would remark
that although I have not kept a detailed account of all the cases, yet
I have prescribed it continually for five or six years, and with almost
uniform suocess. My experience with it, as well as such information
as I could obtain from others, leads mec to believe that it possesses
more power over painful nervous affections than any other remedy in
the Materia Medica, Its influence on the system appears to be of a
more gpecific character than otherwise, as it relieves the pain without
producing any remarkable constitutional symptoms, for, after taking
one or two grains every two hours, for a few days, the system appears
to react, and the pain and paroxysm disappear, the appetite becomes
natural, and the bowels and kidneys, together with all the eliminators
of the body assume their natural functions.”

* Tn most chronie nervous affections I combine the Dloscorm with
some proportion of Iron, and use such other adjunct remedies as the
cases seem to demand, In malarious distriets I use it with sulphate
of quinine.”

Dr, V. W. Sunderlin, of Pewamo, Michigan, reports the following
case :—Mr. A. V., aged 30, nervous temperament, has for several
years been suffering with Flatulent Colic, which comes on every night,
except during the summer months, at which time the pain does not
come on 50 regularly every night, nor is it so severe. In the year
1858 I prescribed for him for the same disease, and gave Colocyntb,
Chamoruilla, Carbo veg., Nux vom., and some other remedies, with-
out any material benefit. Sinec that time other physicians and many
remedies have been tried, apparently in vain. He believed that
spirits of turpentine relieved him most of anything he had tried.
About siz weeks ago his sufferings were so great that I was sent for,
and preseribed the Dioseorin 1st, in two-grain doses, three to be taken
during the daytime and a dose every hour, when the pain came on.
He has had no colic since the first night after taking the Dioscorin,
and considers himself well.
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(Fire-Weed.)

Anavocues.— dsarum, Copaiva, Petroleum, Sanguinaria, Sabz'm‘
Trillium, Terebinthina.

Boranicar, Description.—This plant was firat deseribed under its
present name by Rafinesque, It is the Senecio hieracifolius of Lin-
neeus. Tt has an annual, herbaceons, grooved, thick, fleshy, branching
virgate, panicled and roughish stem, from one to five feet high, The
leaves are simple, alternate, large, lanceolate or oblong, aeute, une-
qually and deeply toothed, with acute indentures, sessile and light
green, the upper ones often with an auricled clasping base. The
Slowers are whitish, terminal, crowded, and destitute of rays Invo-
Il]ut_ara smooth, large, tumid, and bristly at the base. Achenia oblong,

airy.

Mepicar History.—This is an indigenous rank weed, growing in
fields. throughout the United Svates, in wmoist woods, and in recent
clearings, especially aud abundantly in such as have been burned
over, It flowers from July to October, and somewhat resembles in
appearance the Sow-thistle (Sonchus oleraceus); the flowers some-
times resemble those of lettuce, The whole plant is officinal, and
yields its virtues to water and aleohol. Tt has a peculiar aromatic and
somewhat feetid odor, very unpleasant to many persons, and a peculiar,
slightly pungent, bitterish and rather disagreeable taste, with some
aptringency. These properties appear to depend upon a velatile eil,
which may be obtained from the plant by distillation with water, and
which possesses in an eminent degree the taste and odor of the plant,
and which is very persistent. It is of & light yellow color, {King.)

HomEoraraic Orricinal. Preparations,—Tincture and Oil, and
the dilutions prepared therefrom. The first dilution (decimal) of the
oil, being of about the strength of the mother tincture of the plant,

General Effects.—No pathogenesis of this rcmedy has yet been
obtained, Tnlarge doses it acts a3 an acrid emeto.cathartic, It is
decreed by the eclecties to be * emetic, cathartic, tonie, astringent
and alterative.”” IKing says it is most valuable for the last three qual-
ities. It seems to possess analogous properties with Erigeron, Tur-
pentine, Copaiva, and others of its congeners above mentioned, It
acts as a powerful irritant to the mucous membrane of the digestive
and urinary organs, and in some manner upon the blood vessels.

Muscular Membranes.—* It is reputed an unrivalled medicine
in diseases of the mucous tissues of the lungs, stomach and bowels.
A spiritous cxtract of the plant has been highly recommended by Dr,
A, R. Wyeth in the treatment of cholera and dysentery, in the latter
discase promptly arresting the muco-sanguineou discharges, reliev-
ing paiun, and affecting a speedy cure, In the summer complaint of
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children, he has found it to prove almost invariably successful, even
in eascs where other means had failed.” (King.)

That this medicine should cure the above diseases is not surpri-
sing. The little we know of its pathogenetic effects, convinceus that
if given in pathogenetic doses it would cause all the symptoms of

astro-enteritis, with bloody, mucus, or watery discharges, It may

¢ considered homeeopathically indicated in the above dis¢ases, in -
adults and children, when &bod iz quite profuse in the evacuations,
and the urinary organs are also effected simultaneounsly or sympatheti-
cally. 1In these cases we would advise the third dilution of the oil,
or the first of the tincture. In cases of chronic bromchitis, gleet,
catarrh of the bladder, and all chronic blenorrbeeas, if indicated, it
may be used with advantage in the lowest dilutions,

Heart, Arteries, etc,—In its effects on this system it rivals Erig-
eron, It haslong possessed the popular confldence as almost a specige
for all active heemorrhages. It is the custom of the country people
to apply the fresh bruised leaves to blecding wounds, and admimister
the Infusion internally for hmmorrhages. It has been used success-
fully by the eclectics in hamorrhage from the lungs, bowels, kidneys,
and uterus. King* says it haa * proved useful in profuse menstrua-
tion. The volatile oil, however, is principally used in obstetric prac-
tice, to check uterine hamorrbage, which it frequently does with
prowptness. It has likewise been found useful in spasms of the
stomach and bowels, hysteria and the diarrheea of pregnant females,”
{women.} The same author advises its use in hasmorrhoids, (bleeding.)

Several homoeopathic physieians give me their favorable testimony
relative to its value in uterine heemorrhage. They find the first deci-
mal dilution of the oil. ten drops on sugar, repeated every 15 or 30
minutes, thé most appropriate dose. Eclectics give from 20 to 30
drops of the erude oil. It would be interesting to know whether a
proving of this agent in dynamic doses would elicit the hamorrhagie,
if.st.ro-enteric, and urinary symptoms for which it is so popular.

aving generally used the the Erigeron, I have not prescribed the

Erechthites in but a few instances. In one case, of menorrhagia, it
arrested the flooding in a few bours ; in another, of heemeorrhage from
an abortion, (at eight weeks,) before the placenta was expelled, it
seemed to check the flooding, which did not return. I have no doubt
it will be found useful, not only in hseemorrhages from various organs,
but in zeute inflammatione of the bowels, kidneys, bladder, ete,

Eaxternal Uses—As an external application, Dr, Scudder } says
the infusion has been highly recommended as & wash in chronic cuta-
neous diseases, as in herpes, salt.rheum, tinea capitis, psoriasis, ete.,
and 25 ar applieation to old, indolent ulcers,

It proball)ﬁy cures such conditions by its local homoeopathieity, as
an irritant, in the same manner as Tar and Turpentine, when applied
in the form of cintments.

* American Obetetrics, 667,
t Mat. Med., page 658, 1 —
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{Canada Fleabane.}

Avavocues.—Asarum, Arnica, Cantharis, Copatva, Chimaphila,
Senecio, Eryngium, Galium, Hamamelis, Trillium, Terebinthine,
Dva wrsi.

Botanicat DescripTion.—Stem erect, wand-like, five inches to
five feet high, branching, hairy and furrowed. Leaves very narrow,
with rough edges, those from the root eutlobed, Flowers white, very
numerous, small, of mean appearance, irregularly racemous upon the
Yranches, and constitutiog & large oblong panicle. The disk of the
flowers yelfow. 'This is an annual pland, eommon all over the world,
seldom seen in woods or on mountains, but grows in fields, commons,
dry meadows and glades in great profusion, and is deemed by farmera
one of the most troublesome weeds. It flowers in June to October.
{Thiz genus comprises eight species, three of which are considered
to possess similar medicinal qualities, namely; E. canadensze, E.
philadelphicum, K, appuum. It is quite probable that the plant as
found in the shops, and most of the oil in market, is prepared from
the three, and perhaps other kinds, mized indiscriminately. The E,
canadense is the largest species, but has fewer rays (40 to 50), and
are white. The two other species are from two to four feet high, rays
100 to 200, and reddish-purple or flesh colored. The E.annuum isa
biennial, and the E, philadelphicum 2 perrenial herb.]

Mepicar. History.—The plant has been used since anterior to the
settlement of this country. It is still called by its aboriginal name
of * Cocosh.” The Indians used it as a vulnerary, much as Arniea is
used in bomeeopathic praetice, It has a host of common vames,
Flesbane is the true English name. Colt’s-tail, Mare’s-tail, Daisy,
Frost-weed, Field-weed, Skevish, eto,, are names in common use with
the country people, and apply to all the species of the plant. These
plants bave a peculiar smell, most unfolded by rubbing them, and is
not disagreeable. Their taste is astringent, acrimonious, and bitter,
The two species having the stringent taste and odor are the 1, phila-
delphicum and E anonuvm.

On analysis they are found to contain Tannin, Exiractive, Gallic-
acid, Amarin, and an Essential Oil. The oil is very pecuhar, as fluid
aa water, of a pale yellow color, a peculiar smell, somewhat like
lemon, but stronger, and a very acrid taste. Medical anthors do not
agree as to whicE plant shall be decreed officinal. Rafinesque men-
tions the E. philadelphicum, and botanic writers follow him. Wood
and Stille name the E canadense. Homeeopathists seitled upon the
latter more by accident, perhaps, as that species was first mentioned.

Dr. De Puy, of New York, states that in 1812, tbe E. canadense
was introduced into the portion of the hospital in that city, where the
extract and tincture were found very efficacious in the treatment of
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diarrhea and dysentery. This was probably the first use of it in the
allopathic school.

r. hing* wag the first to call the attention of the homceopathio
school to the wse of the E. canadense. The other species bave not
been used knowingly by liomeopathic physicians. Since the first
edition of this work, it bas been extensively used in homeeopathie
practice, and generally with gratifying results,

PuarMacevTIcal OBsSERvVATIONS,—Owing to the carelessness of
plant-gutherers, it is probable that much of the tincture and oil of
Erigeron sold by our pharmaceutists is prepared from a mizture of
the above mentioned three or more species. In the absence of a
pathogenesis of each speeies, it does not perhaps matter so much, for
we now depend mainly on the empirical use of the medicine as our
guide in its administration. But when we shall bave provings of one
or more species, it will then be important that the preparations we
use shall be distinet and pure from admixture.

Stille says: * Almost all of the testimony which has bcen pub.
lished respecting the remedial writers of the fleabane, agree in attrib-
uting to the Canadian species astringent and hemostatic virtues, and
to the Philadelphian species a diuretic action more particularly. Raf-
inesque, King, and others, think the E. canadense must be considered
the officinal plant,

OrricinaL Preparation.—(1) Tincture of the whole plant, and
its dilutions. (2) Oleum Erigerontis and its dilutions. (3) Tritura-
tions of the oil.

General Effects,—TRafinesque, and the older writers, considered
ihe fleabane to be * diuretic, sudorifie, astringent, styptic, emmena-
gogue, pectoral and tonie.” Wood, Stille, and later allo pathic writers,
consider them tonic, astringent and diuretie.

Dr. Hales, of Troy, in 1825, made large use of the E. canadense.
He states that two or three drops of the oil dissolved in aleohol, has
*““suddenly arrested uterine hemorrhagy.” Drs, 8. W, Williams, B,
‘Watson, and others, in 1854, confirmed the above use of the Erigeron -
in uterine hamorrhage. Drs. Weston, Eberle and Barton published
ccures of ascites with the plant ininfusion. The above are all allopathic
authorities, and their experience is valuable to us in a elinical point
-of view.

Eeclectic writers give us a large amount of clinical experience
‘with the medicine.

Dr. King says it is useful in the form of infusion, in diarrhwa,
.gravel, diabetes, dropsical affections, dysuria of children, painful
micturition, ete. *The volatile oil acts a8 an astringent, and may be
‘used as a local application to hemorrhoids, bleedings from small
-wounds, ete., also in rheumatism, boils, tumors, and sore throat.”
-_:_Sl. A, Jour., vol. 5, p. 202,
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But it is in kemorrhages that the oi/ has been most strongly recom.
mended ; and the testimony relative to its successful use in this con-
dition is s0 large that we must accord some specific virtues to it. It
is considered by the couniry people us being quite infallible in its
power over hemorrhages. The usual practice is to apply the bruised
" fresh plant to the wound, binding it on with a compress. I have
known it thus applied to arrest quite alarming arterial bleedings. In
its gemeral action, it is an analogue to Terebinthina. Its primary
aetion is similar to Turpentine, in causing intense congestion of the
kidneys, ete. It is primarily homaopathic to active arterial hemor-
rhages, with congestion, and even inflammation ; secondarily, to pas.
sive hemorrhages, with relaxation, uleeration, ete. Jarge quantities
cause s stimulating offect, increasing the heat of the body and
force of the pulse,

The following pathogenesis is made up of a collection of scattered
symptoms; and & recent proving of Dr. Burt. That gentleman writes
me that he expected more symptoms of the genital organs, such as
urethritis, urethral discharges, ete,, but thinks he did not carry the
experiment far enongh. He calls attention to a symptom which was
persistent through the whole proving, namely : a dull, aching pain
and distress in the lower lumbar region. He supposes, and perhaps
correctly, that the pain was due to renal congestion,

FROVING BY WM. H. BURT, M, D., OF LYONS, I0WA.

Eaperiment First.—Nov. 11. In perfect health. Took five drops
of the tincture prepared by Dr. E. A, Lodge. At 9 p. n., it produced
dryness of the pharynz; severe drawing pains in the right lumbar
region, passing down to the right testicle, lasting half an hour, fol-
lowed by dragging pains in the left hypochondrium,

Nov. 12.—Teok 20 drops at 7 4. m. Noon, inereased secretion of
mucus in the nostrils all the forenoon, with a feeling of roughuess of
- the pharynz and sensation as if something had lodged in the upper
part of the csophagus that causes a frequent inclination to awallow,
Slight nausea for two hours ; slight rheumatic pains in the abdominal
muscles and right thumb ; severe drawing pains in the left ankle,
greatly aggravatad by walking, lasted three hours, Took 20 drops.
For three houra had hard drawing pains in the abdomen, then felt no
more symptoms until 7 p, M., when I had sudden, severe pains in the
hypogastrium, followed by soft, mushy stool. Throat sore sll night,
with frequent inelination to swallow; feeling as if something had
lodged in the upper part of the esophagus.
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Nov. 13,—~Throat slightly sore. Hard, lumpy stoo]l at T a, m.
8 p. M., sudden pain in the hypogastrium, followed by a mushy stool ;
urine inereased and of a pale color.

Jan. 1.—Took 80 grains of the third trituration of the cil, pre-
pared from the 2d decimal dilution, at 11 4. 1. 2 . m., have had a
constant, dull pain in the right umbilicus, twice the pains were severe
and of a cutting character; eructations of air. 9 p. m., dull frontal
headache. Have had frequent rumblivg pains in the bowels, with
dull aching distress in the lumbar region; twice had a number of
sharp, atabbing pains in the region of the left kidney, passing from
left to right. All the evening drawing pains in the elbow and meta.
carpal bones of the right arm and hand ; dull pains in the knees,

Jan. 2—TFeeling well, took 40 grains st 8 . u. 12 m, in two
hours after taking the medicine I bad sudden colic-like pains in the
umbiliczl region while walkmg, with dull pains in the lower dorsal -
reglon sud loud singing in the right ear ; for two hours bave bad dull
puins in the left hypogastrium and umbilicus. Toeok 40 grains, 1 .
M., severe aticking pains in the region of the right kiduey. 9 ». u.,
kave been excessively languid all day, with great depression of spir-
ita. Smarting of the eyes all the afternoon and evening ; frequent,
dull pains in the left umbilical region; ¢onstant severe aching distresg
in the whole dorsal region, more on the right side. No stool to day ;
urinated 28 ounces dark colored. Thermometer 28,

Jan, 8.—Awoke with a dull pain in the forehead and right eye;
slight agglutination of the eye-lids; rough feeling in the pharynx ;
very languid. 7 a. m., took 75 grains. In half an hour dull painain
the hypogastrium, followed by a dark colored, hard, lumpy steol. 10
. i, dull frontal headache, with smarting of the eyes ; dull pains in
the umbilicus ; aching distress of the whole dorsal region. At 3.
M., feeling greatly prestrated, no ambition to move ; frequent disposi-
tion to yawn; great aching distress in the dorsal and lumbar regionn ;
arms and legs ache severely. 9 p. m., same symptoms; urinated 40
ounces. Thermometer 20°.

Jan. 4,—Natural stool, followed by severe neuralgla of the anus,
with tenesmus.

Jan, 5.—Nataral stool at 8 . . 12 m,, loose stool. Loose stool
on the 6th,

My friend, Prof. E. M, Hale, sent me 380 grains of the dried
herb. I made an infusion of it by puiting the whole quantity sent
into one quart of water and boiled it down one-half.

Jan, 8,—Took one ounce of the infusion at 8 4. m. 12 u., slight

21
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distress in the umbilical region. Took two ounces. % p.n., frequent
dull pains in the umbilical region, with a feeling in the anus asif it
had been torn; this was a prominent symptom, and lasted all day.
Roughness of the pharynx, 10 p, u., have had frequent distress in
the umbilicus, with hard, aching distress in the whole dorsal region,
Took two ounces ; urinated 49 ounces, pale color,

Time- Barometer. Thermometer.  Weather.
7% o'clock, - - - 3012 F. 9 R 11| Clear.
12 -« - - - 80200 15 8] “

g « - - . 30.22 17 T
6 =« - - . 30.22 18 [

Jan, .—Awoke at 4 a. m., with great desire to urinate; voided

13 ounces ; dull pain in the lumbar and sacral regions, 8 a. m., took

three ounces. -2 p. M., sharp, outting pains in the epigastrie region

every few minutes, followed by dull pains. 6 ». M., mushy stool;

dull distress in the whole dorsal region. 9. m., paivsin the hips

when walkmg ; urinated 63 ounces, pale color, turns blue litmus
paper red, but cannot detect albumen in it with heat or nitrie acid,
Time. B Thermemet Weather.

71 o'clock, - - 30. 20 F.13 R. 8] Clear.
2 - - - - 30.16 80 1 | Cloudy.
g - - - - 3014 | 33 1 “

6 - - - 80.15| 32 1 “

Raieed all the afternoon.

Jan. 10.—Had a restless night, but no pain ; feeling languid, with
aching distress in all the large joints; no stool to.day ; so situated I
could not measure the urine to-dey, but it was much less to-day than
yesterday. Rainy day.

" Jan. 11.—Aching of all the joints, with great despondeney ; nat-
ural stool. Rainy to-day.

- Jan, 12.—Awoke with a dull headache, with aching distress in all
the large joints; bad taste in the mouth. Languid, rainy day. Some
symptoms every morning for three days.

LE. BURT'S EXPERI-ME;.N.T WITH ERIGERON ON A CaT.

Sept. 5.—4 4. n,, injected five drops of the oil under the skin of
the foreleg of a cat. Quarter of an hour afterwards mews constantly ;
runs about; appesrs restless, uneasy. 5 ». m, lies quiet, with eyes
half cloged. 7 p. m., injected thirty drops of oil. After half an hour
appears in great distress, Profuse secrotion of saliva. At 8 r. M is
quiet, with mouth open.

8ept. G.—Passed four stools, natural, during the night; the last
slightly streaked with blood ; bas not urinated ; refuses to eat. 9 a.
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M., injected fifty drops under the skin of the foreleg; followed by
&reat agitation as before, 10 4, u., ears and legs very cold ; excessive
trembling. 4 p. ., has had two undigested stools, and urinated.
6 p. m., injected forty drops; one hour after unable to get up; trem-
bling excessively.

Sept. 7.—Appears guite natural; has passed stools and urine
during the night. Tnjected thirty drops under the skin of side. 5 p,
M., very weak; has been trembling all day. 7 . m, injected fifty
drops ; tries to walk, but is unable to do so. 8 p. m,, injected thirty
drops.

Sept. 8.—-Just alive. Injected 30 drops. Ears and legs very
cold. Died at 9 & m.

AvTtorsy.—Nine hours after death : encephalic and thoracic véscera
nateral ; liver much congested; also the colon and rectum, which
were filled with dry fweal matter, agglutinated to the intestines so
firmly as to be removed with difficulty. Kidneys, cortical substance,
slightly congested. Bladder much distended ; other abdominal vis.
cera natural,

RESUME.

Skin.—When the oil is applied to the skin it “ causes a burning
sensation, much resembling that produced by Capsicum, but will not
vegicate, Itis a powerful rubefacient, but we never emember to
have seen it vesicate.” Dr. White, however, says that it causes
“ slightly elevated, sharply defined vesicles.”

Sleep.-—Great restlessness all night, without any real pain.

Fever.—Very languid all day ; great lassitude 2ll day, with great
depression of spirits ; severe, dull, aching distress in all the larger
jeints; hard, dull, aching painin all the dorsal region; frequent
yawning,

Moral Symptoms.—Lowness of spirits, with a feeling of great
languor.

Head.— Awoke in the moreing with a dull frontal headache ; dull
pains in the forchead and right eye; dull headache; dull headach
with singing in the right ear; headache, with pain in all th large
joints, .

Eyes,—Smarting of the eyes all day ; slight agglutination of the
eye-lids in the morning; dull pain in the right eye and forehead.
Applied to the conjunctiva it causes redness, swelling, inflam.
mation, with profuse muco-purulent discharges. Yet Scudder} -

* Coe, Come. Org. Med,
t Materia Medica.
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says that the infusion is useful, as ‘s local application, in opthal-
mia, after the acute symploms have subsided. It will form a use-
ful application to ecchymoses upon the eyeballs, or around the eye,
from a blow, ete. It should be given internally, and a weak dilution
of the tincture applied locally.

Nose.—Increased secretion of mucus in the nostrils all the fore-
noon,

Cuimwar, OBsERVATIONS.—Lt is a useful remedy in epistaxis. It
may be applied locally by injecting a weak dilution in water, or satura-
ting liot with it and plugging the nostrils. But it is undoubtedly nseful
in epistaxis, when administered insernally. A few drops of the first or
second decimal dilution of the oil, given every fifteen minutes, will
often arrest profuse bleedings from the nasa] passages. When given
for active hemorrhage from the nose, accompanied with congestion of
the head, febrile action, red face, ete., it should be given in the third
or sixth dilution, and in alternation with Aconite, Belladouna or
Veratrum viride, But when the bemorrhage is passive, occurring in
debilitated subjects, or is chronic, aud associated with ulcerative
catarrh, the one-tenth, or even the tincture, in drop deses, may be
resorted to with benefit, :

Mouth, —Flat, pappy taste in the mouth in the morning.

Crivicat OBservarions.---In bleeding from the gums, profuse bleed.
ing from the cavity after a tooth has been extracted, it has been used
locally with benefit,

Throat.—Dryuness of the pharynx ; roughness of the pharynx,
with a sensation as if something had lodged in the upper part of the
w@sophagus, that causes a frequent inclivation to swallow ; sore throat
all night, with frequent inelination to swallow ; rough feeling in the
pharynz, with bad taste in the mouth,

Crinicar OBservaTIONs.--Dr.Coe says, “as anapplication to inflamed
and enlarged toosils, and inflammation and uleeration of the throat
generally, this remedy has few superiors. Tt should be applied with
a probang, of the strength of one drachm to two ounces of aleohol.
It should be applied externally to the throat at the same time.” This
recomnendation will remind the practical {fhysician of the popular
use of Turpentine in similar cases. Indeed, it is quite certain that
in the early stages of Tonsillitis, the latter remedy will arrest the
dizease. When applied to the mucous surface will canse inflammation
and even uleeration.

Stemach.—Slight nausece for two hours; frequent ernctations of
tasteless air; sharp cutting pains in the regiou of the stomach every
few minutes, followed by constant, dull distress in the same region.
Excessive nausea; violent retching and vomiting, with burning
sensation of long duration in the stomach ; sensation of heat in the

atomach.
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Crinicar OBsErvaTions.—It should be useful in hmematemesis.
Vomiting of blood may be caused (a) by erosion of the mucous coats
of the stomach, (5) inflammation of the stomach and consequent ulcer-
ation, {¢) rupture of an artery, (¢) eancer, (¢) diseage of the liver and
spleen. In all these cases the Erigeron will prove a valuable anxili-
ary to such remedies as Hamamelis, Sulpharic acid, Ipecac, ete.
When the vomiting is the result of acute inflammation the higher
dilutions will be most appropriate, but when it proceeds from ulcera-
tion, rapture of an artery, or when the blood is black and grumous,
then the lowest dilutions will prove most efficient,

Abdomen,—Rheumatic pains in the abdomen ; dull pains in the
left umbilicus; sharp pains in the umbilicus ; frequent, dull pains in
the bowels, with dull distress iu the dorsal region; sudden, severe
pains in the hypogastrinm, followed by mushy stool, twice zhout 5 ».
o, ; sudden, colicky pains in the umbilical region, when walking out
doors.

Steol.—Hard, lumpy stool ; mushy stools; sudden pains in the
hypogastrium, followed by papescent stools, twice at § p. . ; natural
stool, followed by severe neuralgie pains iu the anus, with tenesmug’;
feeling in the anus as if it was torn. Catharsis, with burning sensation
throughout the alimentary canal; thin, papescent stoel, with burning
in the bowels and rectum ; burning in the margin of the anus. (The
experiment of Dr. Burt, in whick be injected the oil under the skin
of a cat, throws some light on its action on the howels. He got the
following symptoms: Undigested stools of meat; stools loose and
streaked with blood. Autopsy showed the colon and rectum much
congested, and in which was dry fweal matter, agglutinated to the
surface so firmly as with difficulty to be removed. All these symp-
toms, and the pathological condition, point to an inflammation of the
mucous ¢oats of the colon aud rectum),

Couinican Osservarions.—In 1812 it was used successfully in
New York city hospital in the treatment of déarrhea and dysentery,
In some portions of the country it is considered a specific for * bloody
fuz.” In domestic practice I have often known it to be used in the
form of an infusion, with curative results. Taking the hint from
this observation, I bave given the lower dilutions in dysentery, with
exeellent effects. Several of my colleagues bear testimony to its
curative action in this disease. It is indicated when the urinary
organs are sympathetically affected, and we find dysuria, or suppres-
sion of urine, The stools are small, streaked with blood, accompanied
with tormina, burning in the bowels and rectum. TFhe appearance of
seybala (lumps of indurated fmces) in the discharges would be = fur.
ther indication for the Erigeron, In Jemorrioids, especially in the
bleeding variety, this remedy is specifically indicated. In profuse
bleeding from the hemorrhoidal tumors, we should not rely entirely
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upon its internal use, but apply the diluted tineture locally, In kem-
orrhage from the bowels, the Erigeron will probably prove as valuable
ag Terebinth, to which it bears so close an analogy. DBoth remedies
are capable of cnusin% inflammation and ulceration of the intestinal
mucous membrane. In typhoid fever, dysentery, and several other
diseases, ulceration ¢ccurs, resulting in copious and often fatal hem-
orrhage. The usual remedies are Nitric and Sulphurie acids, and
Turpentine. These remedies arrest the bleeding, and heal the uleer-
ation, Erigeron 1 believe to have a similar curative action, and should
the above medicines fail, I should resort to the first or second deeimal
dilution in ten drop doses, repeated every hour, with a confidence in
the result.

Liver.—Dull pains in the right and left hypochondrium. Aching
distress in the right and left hypochondrinm ;—eonstant symptom,—
with severe aching distress in the whole dorsal region,

Urinary Orgams.—Sharp, stabbing pains in the region of the left
kidoey, the pains were from left to right; sticking pains in the repion
of the left kidney ; dull, aching distress in the lower dorsal region,
(constant symptom) ; pain in the right lumbar region, passing down to
the right testicle; urine dark color at first, afterwards very pale;
vrine increased to double the normal quantity, very pale, heat or
nitric acid show no albumen in it; inelination to urinate about every
hour, with an aching Qistress in the bladder, Erigeron has a specifie
affinity for the urinary apparatus. Dr.Burt found the cortical substance
of the kidneys, (in o cat poisoned with the oil) slightly congested, At
first the urine was suppressed, then increased. In thisits action resems-
bles Cantharis, Cannabis, Copaiva, Turpentine, etc., when given in large
doses. The pathogenetic symptoms in men are: (1) Complete sup-
pression of urine, with pain in the region of the kidneys; urging to
urinate, with emissions of only a few drops of burning urine (large
dose). This condition was followed in a day or two by copicus emis-
sions of pale urine, smellingof the oil. (2) Small and repeated doses
caused frequent urination, with burning in in the urethra when urina.
ting ; discharge of mucus with urine, .

Crinicar Osservanions.—Dr, Ring was the first to introduce this
remedy to the homesopathie school for the treatment of wrinary affec-
tions. In the N. A. Journal of Homopathy, Vol. V., page 282, he
writes: * Recently I have had two cases of dysuria in teething chil-
dren, which yielded to no remedy until I made use of drop doses {two.
or three drops every two or three hours) of 2 tincture of the Erig-
eron canadense, The symploms in the two cases were more particu-
larly—pain so as to cause a great deal of crying on voiding urine, the
calls for which are frequent. The secretion was abnormally increased.
and had a very strong odor. The parts externally—both were female
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children—were in both cases very much inflamed, or irritated, with
considerable mucus discharged. The children were very fretful at
all times. Several remedies were tried in both cases without any
benefit, but prompt relief followed the use of the fleabane,” Nearly
every writer upon indigenous remedies has recommended the Erigeron
for similar cases, as well as for other affections of the urinary organa,
Kivg says it has been found efficient in gravel, diabetes, dropsical
affections, dysuria of children, painful micturition, and also many
nephritic affections. ~ Seudder writes: ¢ It bas been used with benefit
in diabetes, nephritis, cysitis, and to subdue the irritation arising from
the presence of caleuli in the bladder; also in gonorrheea and g%eet.”
Several cases are reported in the Kelectic Journal of its successful
use in hematuria, also in chronic vesieal catarrh. Coe says he bas
used the Erigeron in gonorrhwa with the most marked and benefi cial
results : It allays the scalding of the urine, and assists materially
in cutting short the disease. It is of much service in inflammation of
the kidneys and bladder.” -

Wistar, Eberle, and Barton used the infusion successfully in
dropsy. and report several cures of gscites. Stille says it is useful in
vestead trritation, from catarrh of the bladder, and promotes the dis-
charge of calculous concretions from the urinary passages.

All this testimony is eminently suggestive to the homepoathist,
In the study of a medieine, it is most important to ascertain its speei-
fic affinity for any particular organ or tissue. This inquiry settled,
we may rationally preseribe it in affections of those structures, even
before we know the peculiar pathogenetic symptoms which it causes
47 those organs, 'We have ample testimony that the Erigeron has a
specific affinity for the wrinary organs, a3 mueh so as Cantharis or
Turpentine ; and although its characteristic symptoms may differ from
those medicines, yet we know it will prove useful in nephritis, cys-
titis, haematuria, dysuria, ete. A good proving should be made ; but,
if we can have such eareful observations as those of Dr. Ring, we can
be guided materially in our selection of the drug.

Genital Organs of Women,— Uterine Hemorrhage, with violent
irritation of the rectum and bladder; hemorrhage from the uterus and
bladder ; abertion, with profuse hemorrhage, diarrheea, and dysuria—
(from very large doses); scanty menses,

Cumiicar Rexarks.—We have at command a large amount of
clinical testimony, from the most reliable sources, both allopathic and
homeopathie, aa to its curative action in hemorrhages from the uterus,
and other abnormal disecharges from the sexual passages. Beach says
(Mat. Med.): = The oil is an infallible remedy in hemorrhages, in doses
of from five to ten drops.” Dr. King {Obstetries) says it * exerts a
powerful influence in menorrhagia and uterine hemorrhage. From
two to ten drops, on sugar, or dissolved in alcohol, and mixed ina
little mucilage or sweetened water, repeated every ten or twenty min,
utes, usually acts promptly. It may possibly have some other infin_
ence in checking uterine hemorrhage than that of a mere astriogent
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for, without the muscular fibres of the uterus are caused to contract,
I do not believe the bemorrhage after delivery can be checked.”
King’s theory of the action of Erigeron is doubtless correct. In
tympanitis, the gas cannot be expelled, unless there is a contraction
of the muscular coats of the intestines. Turpentine has the same
effect in tympanitis that Erigeron does in uterine hemorrhage,na.melfy ;
causing contraction of muscular fibre; but Erigeron must have also
the geueral power of causing contraction of the muscular coats of the
arteries, else it could not be so specific in all forms of hemorrhage
(arterial). Coe (Cone. Org. Med.) writes: * Although not a specifie,
it is undoubtedly the best agent we possess for the relief of uterine
Lhemorrhage. The dose of the oil, in these eaacs, ig from five to ten
drops, repeated every thirty or sizty minutes. It will act more
prompily, being rendered more diffusible, by being previously dis-
solved in alcohol. Tn addition to its internal administration, it may
also be applied locally with the best results. A case occurred under .
the observation of the writer, over twenty years ago, in which the
patient, from excessive loss of blood, was reduced to a comatoge con-
dition, and incapable of swallowing. A piece of cotton wool, satura-
ted with the oil, was introduced inio the vagina, and placed in close
contact with the mouth of the uterus, wheu an instantaneous stop was
put to the bloody flow. During the past season we were consulted in
a similar case, in which we advised the adoption of the above plan,
and with complete success.” Coe says, “it allays the spasmodic
pains accompanying leucorrhees, and restrains, without suppressing,
the mensirual flow, when too profuse.” Cases have come under my
observation, bowever, where the Erigeron, in small doses, bas unde-
niably restraived the menstrual flow, when 20t too profuse. One
cannot read the above testimony from Eelectic sources without noting
the aimilarity of its curative action with that of Sabina. In fact, it
is a very near analogue to Sabina. Both cause, in poisonous doses,
abortion, hemorrhage, etc. Both are indicated in nearly the same
conditions. Like g&bina, it is eapable, in toxical doses, of eausing
congestion, inflammation, and even hemorrhage from the kidneys and
uterus. We have, in addition to the above, some reliable homamo-
pathic testimony as to the specific curative action of Erigeron in
uterine hemorrhage. D, White® states: © I have used the volatile
oil in the first, second, and third att., a3 well as the erude oil. In
uterine hemorrhage, it is he first remedy I have recourse to. It has
pever failed me, I have given from one to ten drops of the lst, and
the same internally, and 2s an injection into the uterus, in extreme
cases,” Dr. D. W. Rogers veports to me the following cases:—
(1). A lady, aged thirty-five, had an abortion, followed by profuse and
alarming hemorrhage, which continued for sizx weeks, in spite of all
the efforts of her allopathic attendants, who used all the astringents,
ete., ab their command. She became almost ezsanguined, nearly com-
atose ; could not move without flooding; and the case was given up
as liopeleas. Erigeron, Ist dil,, was given in ten drop doses, every
bour. A piece of cotton wool was wet in the same, and applied to

* Trang, TI1. Hom. Med. Association, vol- 9, p. 33
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the oz uteri. No more hemorrhage took place after the first six hours,
and under the use of appropriate putriment, ete., the lady made a
ood recovery., (2). A case of profuse and alarming flooding after
abor was promptly arrested by the internal administration of Olenm
Erigeron 1st dil. Dr. P. II. Hale used it in a case of post-parturient
hemorrhage, Cold applications, posture, ete,, were tried without
perceptib%e effect, but the flooding ceased soon after giving the patient
the oil of Erigeron, Ist dil. in fifteen drop doses, every thirty min-
utes. [ might add the testimony of a score of other homceopathie
physicians as to its efficaey in hemorrhage from the uterus, but enough
has been adduced to show that it is a valuable and important remedy
in such conditions. Tt will hereafier prove a powerful auxiliary to
such remedies as Babina, Trillium, Crocus, Secale, Platina, and others
of gimilar virtues. The following may be considered a good resumé
of its curative indications in discases of women: (2.) In profuse and
frequent menses, (b.) In dysmenorrhea with wenorrhagia. (c) In
hemorrhage after labor, or after an abortion, "(d.) In threatened
abortion with flooding. {e.) In hemorrhage previous to labor. (f.)
In profuse lochial discharges. (g.) In profuse uterine and vaginal
leucorrhma. It has been found useful in palpitation of the heart,
when arising from uterine irritation, It is alleged to have been used
*with remarkable success in those peculiar headaches which accom-
pauy defective menstruation,”

Organs of Generation of Men.~—(Sec Urinary Organs.) It has
* been found curative in gonorrheea and gleet.

Respiratory Organs,—Jones and Scudder (Mat. Med.) gay: “In
coughs and chronic bronehial affections, when attended with eopious
mueus or purolent secretion, and in the incipient stages of phthisis
attended with bloody expectoration, this agent, used in the form of &
syrup or infusion, will be found te answer an excellent purpose. It
is of value in hezmoptysis.”’ King records his estimate of its value
in hseemoptysis, also various other eclectic writers.

Back,—Severe, drawing pains in the right lumbar region, passing
down to the right testicle, lasted half an hour; dull, aching distress
in the whole dorsal region, (constant symptom); dull pains in the
lumbar and sacral regions, with sharp painsin the hips when walking.

Superior Exiremities. —Rheumatic pains in the right thumb all
the evening ; bard drawing pains in the elbow and metacarpel bones
of the right arm and hand; great aching distress in the elbows and
wrists during rainy weather for several days,

Lower Extremities,—Severe drawing pains ip the left ankle
joint, greatly aggravated by walking, lasted three hours; dull pains
in the knees; severc aching distress in the hips and knees for several
days during rainy weather.
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Characteristic Peculiariiles.—Symptorus all aggravated during
rainy weather. The headache is very slight, and generally occurs
early in the morning. The greatest amount of suffering caused by
the Erigeron is in the lower dorsal region. Thedepression of spirits
is very great at times. The pain in the umbilical region is mostly on
the left side.

ERYNGIUM AQUATICUM.

{Butien Srake-Root.)

Anavosues —Alftum sativum, Asclepias tuberosa, Copaiva, Dul-
camara, Hepar sulphur, Ipecac, Kali bickromicusm, FPhosphorus,
Senega, Spongia, Senecio aureus, Tartar emelic,

Bortantear Descrirriox,—This is an indigenous perennial herh.
Stem simple, from one to five feet in height, ereet. Leaves one to two
feet long, by half an inch to an inch and a half wide, broadly linear; -
paralleled veined, taper pointed, grass-like, ciliate, with remote soft
spines. Bracts tipped with spines, those of the involucels entire,
shorter than the heads, Flowers white or pale, inconspicuous, and
disposed in ovate globose heads which are pedunculate, and from half
an inch to an inch in diameter. Calyz five parted, permanent. Styles
slender, petals connivant, oblong, emarginate, with long inflexed point.
Fruit sealy, top shaped, bipartite. This is a remarkable plant,
appearing like one of the Endogens. It is known to the common
people by the name of * Rattle-snake’s master,”* on account of its
reported powerful antidotal virtues against the bites of venomous
snakes, Gray and Wood do not think the name E. aquaticum a proper
one, and call it E. yuceefolium. Gray says it never grows in water.
(The former namwe is retained for the present, at 1eas? King says
it grows in swamps and low, wet lands. Itis found all over the
United States, particularly in moist soils. I bave found it in great
profusion on the low praivies around Chicago. It flowerz in August.
The root is the officinal part. It has a dark brown, very knotty rhi-
zoms, wrinkled horizontally, with many fibers of the same eolor,
growing downward, furrowed longitudinally, and from a line to a line
and a half in thickness. Intervally itis yellowish-white, of a pecu-
liar smell, somewhat resembling that of Iris versicolor, and a faintly-
sweetish, mucilaginous, aromatic taste, succeeded by bitterness, some

* This name, however, as wellas * Button faake-root, is alze applied to Liarris apiceta, or
“Gay feather.”
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degree of pungency affecting the fauces, and a very slight astringency.
It ie easily pulverizable. Water or alcohol extracts its properties.

Orricinat Preparation.—(1) Tincture and dilutions. (2 Trit-
urations of the fresh and dried root.

Mepicar. History.—Rafinesque was one of the first to mention
this plant. He says: * ‘*Many species are very active, diuretie
and sudorifie. The E. aquaticam, E. yuccefolinm and E. foetidum
are mostly used. By E. aquatienm he probably referred to the E.
virginianum, which was the E. aquaticum of Michaux, and is found in
swamps in New Jersey and near the coast southward ; and the E.
fetidum is now the E. aromaticum (Baldwin), which grows on the
pine barrena of Florida. This last he saysis equal to Valerian or
Contrayerva in Aysteria (!} also that “the roots of all are dpungent,.
bitter, aromatie, atimulant, expectorant, nseful in debility and chronic
diseases of the lungs and bladder. The Iudians value them much in
feTer and dropsy. The root, when chewed, causes a copious flow of
galiva.”

No use is made of this plant in allopathie therapeutics. The
eclectics make some use of it. King says: “Ib is very useful in
dropsy, nephritic and caleulous affections; also, in scrofula and
syphilis ; it is said to be diuretie, stimulant, diaphoretic, expectorant,
and, i large doses, emetic. It has been recommended as a substi-
tute for Senega.” * The pulverized root, in doses of two or three

rains, has proved very effectual in Aemorrkoids and prolapsus ani.

wo ounces of the pulverized root, added to one pint of good Holland
gin, has effected sures in obstinate cases of gonorrhaa and gleet (one
or two fluid drachms three or four times a day). By some practition-
ers this root is omployed as a specific in gonorrheea, gleet and leucor-
rbeea. Howard speaks of it as a powerful diuretic, and says he has
cured asthenic dropsies with it. He has also used it with benefit in
gravel. Prof. Tully,} in a very ingenius argument ou the possibility
of selecting medicinal analogues by the sense of faste, says the Eryn-
gium strongly resembles in this respect the Polygola senega, and
does, iu fact, possess similar medicinal powers. The only mention
made of this remedy in the literature of our school is to be found in
Hill and Hunt's Surgery, page 400. In the treatment of spermator-
rhea, after referring to various remedies, they propese the Kryngium,
and give two “remarkable cures” made by Dr. Parks, of Ciucinnati.

Since the first edition was published, several physicians of our
school have assayed to use it in cases similar to those mentioned by
Hill, but without much benefit. It was partially proven by Dr.
MeClelland, in 1859, when a student of Cleveland College, and in the
winter of 1865-8, Drs. Coggswell and Jones, students in Hahnemann
Medical College, Chicago, made provings of this medicine. These
provings may throw light wpon its method of action, and give us &
better tdea of its sphere of effects than we have heretofore had.

* Medical Botnny, 1306, -
t Materia Medica, part 1, vol. 1, p. 230,



332 NEW REMEDIES

PARTIAL PROVING BY C. H. M'CLELLAND, M. D.

“ During the winter of 1858 and 1859, while at the Cleveland
Colloge, I undertook to prove Eryogium aquaticum, with the follow-
ing results: I took from five to tweunty drops daily for about ten
days, atopped and concluded that the remedy would not take effecton
me, when, in the course of & week the following symptoms appeared :
[1 would here state that I was suspected by professors and stndents
aa.being under the influence of venereal disease, which caused me to
try several substances as antidotes before the drug had expended ita
powers. It wasa most thorough proving, and if others had taken
interest in it, a full report might have been secured ; but I have only
notes of part of the symptoms, as follows :]

Eyes,—Purulent inflammation of left eye ; congested. red, awol-
len slightly, tender to pressure; constant aching, dull pain, relieved
by heat, followed hy profuse discharge of purulent fluid, sticky, like
gum arabic water, sticking lids together, flowing on cheek from all
parts of cyelid. Tasted 48 hours, leaving conjunctiva gramulated
and rough,

Throat.—Intense redness and congestion of mucous membrane
as far as could be seen, slight swelling, withont pain or bad feeling,
with profuse secretion of thick, whitish mucus, giving the throat an
uleerated appearance. Inflammaticn of the eustachian tube, also left
ear swollen in and out, tender to pressure, constant aching pain,
bleeding readily, with diacharge of thick, white and bloody pus, foul
smelling ; lasted several days.

Nose.—Profuse discharge of thick, yellow mucus from nose, last-
ing several days.

Chest,— Oppression of chest; feeling of fullness; inability to
take full breath, with desire to do so; no cough, lungs seem to be
solidified.

Tongue, —Grayish color, with ragged appearance ; constant hawk
ing up of mueus. ’

Generative Qrgans,—S3exual desire suppressed, then excited,
with lewd dreams and pollutions; discharge of prostaiic flnid from
slight causes.

Urine,—Clear at first, usual quantity, then deep yellow, profuse,
oo froth or sediment.

Pulse,—Lncreased about ten beats, but soft and weak.

General Symptoms.—Feeling of great debility ; lower extremi-
ties languid and heavy, with profuse perspiration on walking ; fain?
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ing fits; dare not rise suddenly, step down, or turn my head quick,
or I would fall into a swoon, aud once my room mate had trouble to
get me brought to my senges. Left os-caleis and patella tender, sore
and painful on motion. Continued singing aud ringing, with eracking
gound in left ear.”

' PROVING BY DR. C. H, COGSWELL,
(Student of Hak nn College and Member of the N. W, Provers’ Association.)

The prover is of a moto-bilious temperament, mild disposition,
general good health, habits regular, student of medicine, attending
from five to six lectures daily, rest of the time engagad in study ; live
on food not highly seasoned, three meals daily; sleep very well,
usually eight hours i twenty-four ; take but little exercise, except in
going to and from lectures and meals.

Chicago, IlL., Nov. 22, 1865.—Beautifal weather, warm and dry
atmosphere; no prevailing epidemic or endemic diseases. (om-
menced proving the drug Kryogium aquaticum by taking ten drops of
the tincture half an hour previous to each meal, also before retiring
for the night. Began taking it in the morniong of the 23d. About
11 o’clock, frequent desire to urinate ; stinging, burning pains in the
urethra behind the glans penis during urination ; the urine of a light-
ish red color, rather deficient in amount. At 2 o'clock ». M., severe
pain in the left groin and testicle, worse duriog exercise, alsoa slight,
dull pain in the lumbar regiou; previous to retiring, urine rather
darker, with the symptoms in the urethra more marked; slept well
during the night,

Nov. 24, —On rising in the morning, a thick, yellowish, tenacious
mucus in the mouth ; appetite partially wanting, thongh restored upon
the sight of food ; pain in the left groin and testicle still continuing.
Took the drug the same as the day previous,

Nov. 25.—Took the last of the medicine before rotiring; rather
wakeful during”the night.

Nov. 26,—Fecling of weakness, and heavy, dragging pain in the
lumbar region. Iu the afterncon took a long walk, returned feeling
very tired, especially in the lumbar region; heavy, disagreeable
sensation in the groin, perhaps due to the walk., Took no medicine
the foliowing day.

Nov. 27.—Obtained more of the drug and took fifteen drops half
an hour after breakfast. About 11 o'clock, while sitting in the lecture
room, felt a heavy, dull pain in the mastoid portion of the temporal
bone, and passing through to the opposite side ; also pain in the pos-
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terior portion of the neck, of a rheumatic character; cervieal muscles
slightly stiff, and sore on motion ; head moved with difficuliy. Took
fifteen drops before dinner, Pain in the head still remaining ; thoughts
rather confused, could not concentrate them upon any subject without
much exertion. 6 P. M., took fifteen drops. Between nine and ten
o’clock slight nausea, with drawing, cramping pains in the stomach,
also o heavy compressing pain between the shoulders ; slight perspi.
ration of a disagreeable odor, resembling that of urine.

Nov. 28.—Had severe colic-like or eramping pain in the small
jntestines; early in the morning a sensation of weight or heaviness
in the stemach; tongue and fauces very dry, with insipid taste in the
mouth ; dull, dragging pain in occiput, neck and shoulders; expanding
sensation in frootal region above the eyes, increased by stooping ;
bruising, tearing pain about the ears, as if they were being torn from
their location ; pain in the occiput disappeared about 11 o’clock a. ¥,
but became more severe, extending downward, forward into the eyes,
causing a partial dimness of vision or blur before the eyes; exercise,
or the least excitement, increases the pain; scalp sore to the touch ;
combing the hair causes pain; restless, uneasy, frequently changing
position ; flashes of heat passing through the systewm ; slight erethism
of the nervous system; a hot, burning pain in the stomach and eesoph-
agus on taking the medicine; bowels constipated ; dark brown color,
rather dry, and very hard; tenesmus at stool ; faces seem to cut as
they pass through the anus ; sensation of urine remaining in the ure-
thra, of a burning, smarting eharacter, but of normal temperature and
not of a corrosive nature. Amount of urine passed in twenty-four
hours was twenty-six ounces, slightly acid inreaction ; specific gravity
10186, containing 382,11 grains solid matter ; urine of a lightish red
or amber eolor when boiled; a white flocenlent sediment found in the
bottom of the veasel after standing a few hours.

Nov. 23 —Pain in the head less severe, but worse in the neck
and between the shoulders; erratic pains all over the body in the mus-
cular tissue during the day; loss of emergy; very nervous in the
evening, unable to remain in one position ; very sober and depressed
in spirits; nausea, followed by acid eructations about noon. Partial
anorexia ; no desire for particular kindsof food. Stopped taking the
drug io the morning.

Nov. 30,—Frontal headache on rising; awoke earlier than nsual;
thick, tenacious, disagreeable mucus in the mouth ; erratic painsin
the trunk and upper extremities; heavy, dragging pain in the stom-
ach ; smarting, burning sensation in the fauces.
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Commenced taking the drug Dec, 11, for the second time, Took
one hundred and fifty drops per day. Previous to taking the drug,
free from all pain. Acid ernctations following cach meal, and con-
tinuing some little time. but after taking it the second time this symp-
tom ceased and remained absent during the proving.

Dee. 13.—Bowels constipated, withoot an evacuation fir two or
three days; felt no uneasiness on this account, and it was more an
act of the will than necessity to evacuate the bowelsthen, Decrease
in quantity of urine; transient rheumatic pains in the left shoulder
and arm, also right wrist and hand ; dull, aching pain in frontal region,
espeeially over the left eye. on the 14¢h.

Dee. 15, —After the second dose, severe painin frontal region
sufficient to cause dimness of sight; not able to think steadily on any
one sibject ; severe pain over left eye of a tearing or boring nature,

Pec. 16.—The wucus membrane of the laryoz seemed thickened
a0 that it provoked a short, hacking cough and a sinall expeetoration
of muecus of thick stringy consistency and light yellow color, It
mostly came from the larynx. A slight dyspneea, as if clothing was
too tight ; choking in the throat upon slight pressure.

Dec. 17.—Increased the dose from forty drops to half an ounce.
No particular change in the symptows, except a continual dull, heavy
psin in the frontal portion of the brain. Kyes irritated by strong
light, producing a smarting, burning sensation, with a lieavy, aching
pain, adull expression of the eyes, and great inclination to sleep
much of the time. Coucentration of mind caused a heavy, full pain
if persisted in. Very nervous and uneasy, moving about continually.
Took three doses of half an ounce each during the day. Very dull
at night, and not so restless; slept well during the night; awoke in
the morning with colick-like pnins in the bowels ; smarting, raw pain’
in left side of the throat, with dry tongue, aud thick yellow mucus was
ejected from the mouth, which inereased the smarting in the throat;
a hollowness or emptiness in the stomach, accompanied by a heavy,
dragging pain; reading or writing caused a hard, heavy pain in the
forehead, which was inereased by stooping.

Dec. 18.—Frequent desire to urinate which passes off drop by
drop for a few minates, with a slight tingling near the meatus urina-
riug. Slept well during the night, but arose in the morning with dull,
heavy pain in the head.

Deec. 19.—Pain in the head increased by lowering it or thinking
intently upon any subject ; pain mostly located in the frontal region,
and more particularly over the left eye, of a sharp, shooting charac
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ter, and when sitting in a stooping posture it would leave the eye and
pass into the neck and along the museles to the shoulder, and beneath
the scapula, where it would remain for sowne time. Muscles of the
eyes felt stiff, and caused pain on turning them quickly ; eyes sensi-
tive to a strong light, and slightly congested at times, especially when
looking at a stroug light or walking iu a bright sunlight ; pulse about
ninety ; muscles of the neck were sore, on turning the head quickly;
pressure cansed a hard, heavy pain.

Dee. 20,—Cramping, colic-like pains in the abdomen; heavy,
dragging pain in the stomach during the night ; constipation still con-
tibues ; pains in the head and neck less severe, but not entirely gone;
great inclination to sleep much of the time, especially in the afterncon,

Dec, 21.—Very cold but clear in the morning ; pain in the head
and neck increased in intensity, severe when stooping or when turning
the head quickly; burning pain in the eyes, they feel heavy and
are slightly congested, squinting on exposure to a strong light ; sharp
piercing pain in the howels, feel bloated, but not visible on inspeec-
tion, feel heavy while wulking and are sore on pressure,

FRAGMENTARY PROVING BY DR. W. G. JONES,

Student of Hahnemannian College, and Member of N. W, Provers® Institute.

This prover is of 'ymphatic-bilious temperament, quiet disposi-
tion, and in excellent health,

Nov, 18.—Took ten drops of the mother tineture in the evening
on going to bed. A few miputes afterwards felt dlzzy and elated ;
disturbed dreams of a confused character

Nov. 19.—Very soon after rising urgent call to urinate; urine
more seauty and ligh colored than nsual; a slight burning seusation
in urethra before urinating ; soon after dinner vertigo. (This day
took 10 drops hefore cach meal and on going to bed at night.)

Nov. 20.—Morning, shooting pains in the coronary region, and in
the right side of the face, from cyes to teeth; vertigo in evening.
(Medicive same as yesterday.)

Nov. 21.—Shooting pains in right side of face, from the the eye
to the teeth, in forenoon. The prover was here obliged to discontinne
the proving.

RESUME.

General Symptoms.—Sensation of calmness and indisposition,
both wmentally and physically ; malaise ; erratic, rhenmatic-like pains
al! over the body in'the muscular tissae ; flashes of heat through the
gyatem quite often for some minutes at a time, seeming to come on in
paroxyama. (C.)
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Nervous System.—Very nervous in the evening, unable to remain
in one position any great length of time; very restless and uneasy.

Mucons Membrane —Of the throat and larynx seemed thickened
80 that it proveked a short, hacking cough and a small expectoration
of mucus of a thick, slimy consistency, yellowish color, which came
mostly from the larynx. This continued throughout the entire
proviug.

Muscular Tissue.—Erratic pains, ot unlike theumatism ; mus-
cles of the cyes felt stiff, and caused pain on moving the eyes quickly ;
cervical muscles sore on turning the head rapidly, also caused a bard,
heavy pain on pressure.

Yascular Tissue.—Seemed to have butlittle effect on the vessels;
pulse about ninety, of pormal character exeept more frequent.

Sleep.—Rested well at night, except after takinga ]arge dose, was
then wakeful.

Skin.—Of natural temperature, as far as T was able to judge
without the aid of a thermometer; slight perspiration, the eolor of
which was not unlike that of fresh urine.

Mind,—Thoughts rather dormant, unable to concentratc them
upon any subject without much trouble; loss of energy ; sober and
depressed in spirits; could be aroused by some excitement of a lively
character ; disturbed dreams of a confused character.

Head.—Dull, heavy pains in the mastoid portions of temporal
bone, passing through the head to the opposite side ; moved with diffi-
culty ; dull, dragging pain in occiput; expanding sensation in frontal
region, over the eycs, causing a blur before the eyes, inereased by
stooping ; pain in the oeciput, extending forwards into the eyes, excite-
ment increases the pain; scalp sore on pressure; pain on combing
the hair; dizzy and elated ; vertigo after dinner; shooting pains in
coronary region, also right side of face, fron eye to teeth ; vertigo in
evening ; pain less severe, but worse in the ncek and between the shoul-
ders ; frontal headache of a dull, aching charucter on arising in the
morning, especially over the left eye ; reading or writing caused dall
pain in forehead, which was increased by stooping; pain in frontal
region, over left eye, of a sharp, shooting character, and would pass
backwards inte the neck, also along the muscles to the shoulders
when sitting in 2 bending posture.

Eyes,—[rritated by strong light, producing a smarting, burning
aensation, with heavy aching pain, dull expression, with inclinatiou to

.sleep mueh in afternoon ; concentrating the thoughts on any sabject
22
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eanses a heavy, dull pain if persisted in; slightly congested at times,
particularly when looking at a strong light, or walking in a brighs
sunlight; squinting on exposure to a strong light; severe pains over
left eye, of o tearing, burning character.

Crmosr OpservaTions.—* Cured a case of violent opthalmia in
a young woman of gerofulous habit, chrovic enlargement of tonsils.
Eye symptoms were, %reat intolerance to light, painful congested,
red appearance of sclerotica, watery, and finally pus discharge.
Erypgium aquaticom, 24 dilution, cured after a fair trial with other
remedies.”—(Dr. R. C. MeClelland, Glade Mills, Pa.)

Ears,—Burning, tearing pain, as if they were being torn from
their location.

Threat,—Smarting, burning, pain; raw, smarting pain oo left
side, with dry tongue, and a thick yellow mucas ejected from the
mouth, which inereased the burning; sensation as if a lump was in
the throat ; could not bear the elothing close around the throat,

Cuivioarn Opservarions,—These symptoms remind one of Lache.
#is, Hepar sulphur and Kali bichromatum. It ought to prove a useful
remedy in acute and chronie Jaryngitis, and even some varieties of
«croup. Dr. Morgan’s case, given below, confirms its value in these
digeases.

Mounth.—Tongue and fauces very dry, with insipid taste, also a
thick, tenacious, yellowish colored mucus, in the morning on rising.

Appetite, —Not very keen; partially wanting, but able to cat a
generons meal without difficulty ; no desire for particular kinds of food,

Stomach. —Slight nausea, with drawing, cramping pains ; sensa-
4ion of heaviness early in the morning; hot, buraing pains, also in
the wesophiagus oo taking the drug; nausea, followed by acid erueta-
tions at noon; heavy, dragging pain, with a feeling of emptiness in
the moroing, alse during the night ; nausea and retching, with inelina-
tion to stool.

Crintear. OpsErvations.—Dr. Cushing, of Lynn, Mass,, revorts
the following case: .(Was it heematemesis 7) < Mrs. H., aged forty,
received an injury upon the epigastrie region three days before ; has
spit blood the last twenty-four hours; it is bright, arterial blood
mixed with black clots; countenance baggard, pulse feeble, tongue
has a thick yellowish-brown coating ; severe burming at epigastrium.
Gave Eryngium nquaticum tincture, five drops in half a glass of water,
a teaspoonful every half hour. The arterial blood soon eeased,—the
black clots in a few hours, and the patient soon revived. The hurn-
ing lasted several days, for which I gave other remedies.”

Abdomen.—Severe pain in the left groin, passing down into the
lefi, testicle, following the course of the spermatie cord, worse during
exercise ; severe colic-like pains in small intestines; bowels constipa-
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sted ; colie-like pains in bowels; on waking in the morning, sharp,
piereing pain; bowels feel bloated, mot visible on inspection, feel
Areavy when walking, sore on pressure. )

8tools,—Dark leaden color, dry and very hard; tenesmus at
~ atoo), with s sensation of cutting as they pass through the anus,
Cumvicar OsservaTions—Dr, Morgan writes : < I have nsed the
Eryngium in mucous diarrhaa of children with great suceess.
Urine,—Frequent desire to urinate, of a lightish red or amber
color, decreased in quantity, darker at night; passed twenty-six
-ounces in twenty-four hours, slightly acid, specifio gravity 1018, con-
taining 882,11 grains of solid matter ; deposited a white flocculent
sediment upon standing a few bours; frequent desire to void the
-aurine, which continued dripping for a few moments after each evacua-
¢ion of the bladder. with slight tingling near the meatus urinarius.

Genital Organs.—Stinging, burning pain in urethra, behind the
.glans penis during urination ; severe pain in left testicle, worse on
exercise ; symptoms more strongly marked in the uretha in the even-
ing; sensation of urine remaining in the uretha, of a burning, smart-
ing nature, butof normal temperature, and not corrosive in charaeter ;
slight burning in urethra before urinating,

Cuinicar Osservations.—Dr. L. 8, Morgan says: *In leucor-
rheea and gonorrhees it has a specific influence. It certalnly does act
.on the viride force, suppressing it, as several instances have proved to
my satisfaction of it over excessive eratique priaprsme.”

The following cases were reported by Dr, Parks of Cincinnati ;¥

Case 1. A married man injured his testiclea by jumping upon a
horse ; this was follewed by a discharge of what was considered semen
for fifteen years, during which time he was treated allopathically. Dr.
P—— exhibited a number of the usual remedies without permanent
benefit. He then gave a half grain dose three times a day, of the 8d
-deeimal trituration of the Eryngium aquaticum. In five days the
-emissiong wera entirely suppressed, and have not returned to this
time (over two years). The emissions were without erections day or
aight, and followed by great lassitude.

Case 2. A married man, not vonscious of having sustained any
‘injury, was troubled for eight or ten years with emissions at night,
with erections. The semen also passed by day with the urine. The
loss of semen was followed by great lassitude and depression, contin-
uing from twelve to forty-eight ours. There was also partial impo-
tence, He had been treated allopathically. Pr, P—— gave him
Phosphoric acid for two weeks without material benefit. He then
exhi?ited the Eryngium as ahove, with like excellent and prompt
result.

* Hill & Hunt’s Surgery, vol. 1, page 400,
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- Respiraiory Organs,—Smarting in larynx and bronehia ; slighs
dyspneea, feeling as if the elothing was tight around the larynx and
upper part of the chest; respirations rather shorter than normal ;
erratic pains in chest,

Criniesr Osservarions.—Dr. L. 8. Morgan writes of its use in
cough, ete.: *‘There was an epidemic influenza through the southern
part of Erie county, New York, where I then resided. I awoke in
the night with its grapple in my throat, and experienced a set of
symptoms that to me were entirely new in the history of personal
ills.” I began with ten drops of the prime tincture to two ounces of
water, taking it in teaspoonful doses at intervals of fifteen and twenty
minutes, until the smarting, aching, and other abnormal sensations
were relived.  There was a manifest influence, * but one awallow does
not make a sumnier,” There must be more evidence of the efficiency
of the remedy. To be brief, I made such clinieal provings of the
remedy as to satisfy me of its potency and reliability in Iaryngea}
irritations and® affections of the mucons surfaces geuerally. Tn the
short, hacking cough which followed that epidemic in many subjects,
I found it to eperate like a charm, In fact, many applications were
made for * more of the cough remedy.” * I have not been so free
from cough, and slept so quietly o’ nights for s long time,” was the
expression of many who were subjects of chronic laryngeal affections,
I have used it ever sinee as one of my most reliable remedies in that
direction,”

Neck.—Rhenmatic paiag in posterior portions; muscles stiff and
sore in the morning.

Back and Shoulders.—Dull pain in lumbar region; feeling of
weakness, with heavy, dragging pain in lumbar regions, increased by
exercise ; heavy, cramping pain in the back between the shouwlders;
rheamatic pains in the left shoulder.

EUONYMUS ATROPURPUREUS,

{Wahoo )

Boranicat. Descriprion.—~This is a2 small shrub or bush, with
smooth branches, and risiog from five to ten feet in height, the body
and liwbs of o light grayish color, the small limbs purplish. The
leaves are from two to five inches in length, and about half as wide,
opposite on petioles from one-third, to one inch in length, ellipiie,
lunceclate, mostly acute at base, finely serrate, pubescent beneath;
peduncles opposite, slender, compressed, from one inch to two and a
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half ioches in length, and ench with a cyme of from three to siz
flowers, [Flowers dark purple, usually in fives (or in fours, Gray).
Corolla about two and 4 half lines in diameter, flat and inserted on
the onter margin of a glandular dise. Calyx flat, of four, five or six
united sepals. Stamens five, with short filaments ; capsule or pod
smooth, crimson, five angled, five celled, five valved, decply lobed;
seeds one or two in cach cell, ineclosed in a red aril.

This iudigenous shrub grows from New York to Wisconsin, both
westward and southward, in woeds and thickets, and river bottoms,
and flowers in June, In autumn it presents a very beautiful appear- .
ance, with its copious crimson fruit, drooping on long peduncles,
whenee its name of Burning-bush. It is sometimes called Spindle-
tree and Indian-arrow-wood, but these names, a3 well as Wahoo and
Burning-bush, are also applied to another species, the K. americhnua,

The Euonymus americanus is of a smaller size than the preceed-
ing variety, from three to five feet high, upright or straggling. with
small four angled branches, The bark of this species is darker, and
if cultivated, not so easily taken off the stems. The Jeaves are oval
and elliptic, lanceolate, almost sessile, thickish, bright green, sub-
entire at the margin, acute or obtuse at apex, smooth, coriaceous,
from one-third of an jnch to two inches in leugth, and about one-third
as wide. Peduncles round, longer than the leaves, and with iwo,
three or four flowers. Flowers somewhat larger than those of the
preceding variety, yellow and pink, (Weod,) greenish-purple (Gray,)
mostly ir fives, rarely in threes. Capsules or pods rough, warty,
depressed, crimsen when ripe, the aril scarlel, uot se eopious as in
the former species. This shrub grows on wooded river banks, from
western New York to Illinois and southward, and is frequently found
with the F. atropurpureus. It is also frequently cultivated in gardens
a8 an ornamental shrob, . It is sometiwes ealled the Strawberry-tree.
Flowers in June.

Nutral mentions a variety of the latter, the I, oboraties, trailing,
with rooting branches, leaves obovate-oval, rather pointed or obtuse,
acute and short petioled at bases, thin and dull ; flowering stems oune
to two feet high. Grows in low and wet places in Ohio, ete.

Pursch has another specics, the E. anguetifolius, found in the
woods near Savannah, Ga. The E. europeuns is a bandsome shrub,
from four fo twelve feet high, a native of Europe, but sometimes
found in our gardens as an ornamental shrub-tree.

Puarmacguricat Onseravations.—I have made mention of the
different, species of Euonymus because the two first mentioned are
indiscriminately used by physicians of the opposite schools of medi-
cine, They consider them of equal importance, and as possessing
similar or identical qualities. As eonsistent homeopathists, we can-
uot accept such a conclusion. We must use each species alone, and
from indications based upou provings or clinieal experience with
each species separately, 1 have made the B. atropurpureus the officinal
shrub, as being perbaps the most active inits effects. Pharmaceutists
should be careful that the tinctures and other preparatious sold by
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them shonld be prepared from this species, until we have provings of”
both. The dark of the strub and root is the part used in medicine.
It peels off easily, and when dry rolls up, and is sometimes found a
foot in lenyth. It bas a bitter and somewhat unpleasant taste. Water-
or aleohol  extracts its virtues. A so-called active principle is sold.
under the name of Euonywmin, but it is unreliable.

OrriciNaL PrEParatioNs.—Tinctures and dilutions.

Mepicar, History.—That it was used by the Indians there can be-
no doubt. I cannot ascertain the meaning of the name Waboo, but it
probably has reference either to its medicinal effacts, or the appear-
apce of the shrub. The botanic writers do not mention it, nor is it
noticed in any allopathic materia medica. Rafinesque merely says.
it ig like Sabadilla and Staphysagria inits power of destroying insects.
It has o bad reputation in the country for poisoning cattle which eat
of it

The Wahoo bas been extensively used in domestic practice, and
among herb doctors, for a Jong time, but it was not until lately that
it has been mentioned in eclectic works,

King says the bark is tonic, laxative, alterative, diuretic, and
expectorant ; in infusion, syrup or extract, it has been successfully
used in intermittents, dyspepsia, torpid liver, constipation, dropsy.
and pulmonary affections.” He says the seeds are cathartic and
emetic, The saturated tivcture he advises in doses of one to four
fluid drachms. Seudder makes more extended mention of its alleged
uges. He predicts it is destined, at no distant period, to oceupy a
high_place in the materia medica of bhis school. From his own expe-
rience, he believes it to be tovic and lazative,—that it imparts tome
te the stomach, facilitates chylosis, and if there be a torpid state of
the bowels, it promotes their action without inducing their debility.
He has found it useful in those forms of indigestion attended with a
torpid liver and inactivity of the bowele, “I%) large doses,” he says,
“ it acts briskly, though mildly, as a cathartic.” Igt is considered by
his colleagues as a powerful alterative and dcobstrucnt, and he is
inclined to the same opinion. In phthisis pulmonalis and chronic
bronchial affections, it has gained the eredit of being useful. Seud-
der says “ many chronic pulmonary complaints have been cured by
it alone.” He thinks its alleged anfi-periodic powers to be founded
on reliable experience, and has known it to be curative. Many old
western physicians consider it a very rcliable remedy for obstinate
agues, with cachectic condition of the patient, I have observed its
apparent curative effects in some similar cases, but it is so rarely used
alone, that it is difficult to define the actual sphere of its effects.

(loe, who makes the E. americanus the officival species, loads it
down with fulsome encomiums, as he does all the preparations sold by
Keith & Co. He adds nothiog to the observations of Scudder, The
only thing valaable in his article on this medicine is the remark that
the Buonymin “ in very large doses, proves a drastic eathartic, its ope:
ration betng attended with a death-like nauseq, excessive tormina,
prostration and cold sweats, The dejections from the bowels are pro-
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Juse, violent, and accompanied with much fiatus, From these symp-
toms, however, the patient soon recovers.”

I have leard of scveral cases of poisoning from over doses of
* bitters” made from the Wahoo bark, but in no case were the effects
serious. It forms a principal ingredient in many of the patent medi-
cines sold in the west, for the cure of ague, ete. )

I received the following fragmentary proving from a lady, the
wife of a physician : The lady is a very nervous, susceptible subject,
easily affected by small quantities of medicine. She writes: * While
breaking up some of the bark to put into alechol, I tasted the juice
which adhered to my fingers. I immediately felt a sick, weakening
sensation all through the nervous system; dull, heavy pain through
the front upper portion of the head, together with an enlarged, blur-
red feeling, and [ secrned so drewn up from the floor that it seemed
difficult to place my foot down when walking, with sufficient firmness
to stand up ; a tipping over sensation when sitting and walking ; a
deathly sickness at the stomach, with perspiration and heat in face in
alternation with chills on the back and back part of the arms. The
noxt day some of these feelings remained, but disappeared after
taking vinegar,”

EUPATORIUM AROMATICUM,

(White Snake-Rool.)

Awavrocurs.—Asarum canadensis (7)Y Baptisia (?) Caulophil.
um (?) Cimicifuga () Coffea () Cypripedivm (P} Eupatoriuwm
perfoliatum, Hydrastis (?) Scuttellaria (?) Valerian.

Boranicar Descrierion.—This is a handsome species of the
genus found ia low woods from Massachusetts to Louisiana. The
whole plant is slightly pubescent, about two feet high. Stem rough,
pubescent, corymbous at summit. Leaves petiolate, opposite sub-
cordate, lance-ovate, acute, three-veined, obtusely serrate, smoothish,
two to four inches long and half as wide, cn peticles less than an
inch long. Imvolucre simple, of about twelve lance-linear pubescent
scales. Heads of the flowers large, ten tofifteen ; white and aromatic,
in small corymbs. Scales about equal.  Blossoms in August and
September.

Gray says that * White Snake-root is the common name for another
species, the B. ageratoides. This vulgar name is given t¢ s0 many
plants that the collector is not safe in aceepting it, but should depend
on the botanieal description alone,

Dr. Beach¥* calls it the E, ageratoides, or * White Sanicle. **It

* Malorla Medica, page 245.
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has.a white fibrous root, which is the only part used in medicine; for
this purpose it should be collected in September or Oectober. The
root has a somewhat bitter taste, an aromatic and pleasant odor, and
when it grows on dry ground has the appearance of being mildewed.”

Mebwar History, —Rafinesque mentions it ag the K. urticifolium,
(Michauxg), and says it is exceeding common in the Northern States,
and goes by the common uame of ** Dearwort Boneset,” hecause it is
eaten by deer, He does not ¢redit it with any medieinal virtues,
Howard | says it is a warm, stimulating tonie, producing in the mouth
when chewed, a warm, aromatic, pungent sensation. * I'ts nsefulness
in gravel we learned from Ira Fioch, Esq., but the first knowledEe
which we obtained of its medicinal virtues was derived from the
Indians, who use it as a cure for ague.”

Dr. Beach says it is diaphoretic, anti-spasmodic and nervine, and
possesses expectorant virtues of considerable value. It operateson
the lungs with decided efficacy, promoting the freedom of expectora-
tion and breathing, and at the same time produces, when given ina
suitable form and to a sufficient extent, a gentle perspiration, calming
the irritability of the nervous system, and will be found well adapted
to the treatment of pleurisies, inflammation of the lungs, and most of
the diseases attended with convulsions and nervous irritation.”

Scudder § atiributes to this species about the same qualities. Tt
is esteemed a valuable nervine and anti-spasmodie, and one peculiarly
adapted to many cases of debility and irritability of the nervous sys-
tem, such as hysteria or hysterical affections, chorea, tremors, convul-
sions or spasmodic diseases, subsultus tendioum, restlessmess and
morbid watchfulness. As an expectorant and diaphoretio we place a
high estimate upon its value in pleurisy, peri-pneumonia, peri-pneu-
monia notka, ete, It is mild and unirritating, and well caleulated to
allay nervous irritation, promote gentle diaphoresis and expectoration.”
In eclectic practice the infusion ts used, one cunce to one pint of boil-
ing water, dose one to four ounces.

The first mention of the plant in  homeeopathic litnrature waa by
Dr. B. L. Hill * who recommended it as a specific for  apthous stom-
atitis in females and children.”” He gave no pathogenesis, or any
reason for this bald dictum. Some homeeopathists have uged it
*according to Hill's directions,” and claim to have obfained good
results.

Dr. Wo. Huntington says: * My use of Eupatorium aromati-
cum is quite limited. I have derived coosiderable bencfit from its
use in alternation with Hydrastis canadensis, in nursing sore mouth,
It acts as a palliative only. I have also used it with good results in
apthous affections of the mouth and throat ¢losely resembling nursing
gore mouth, but the most benefit that I have ever derived from its use
has been in those cases of burning at the stomach so often met with
in pregnant females for a few weeks previoas to confinement. In auch
cases 1t seldom fails to give very marked relief.”

tBotanic Modiciae, page 216,
T Mat. Med,, p. 796,
* Epitome of Practice.
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Dr. Bmith Rogers has found the Eupatorivm aromaticam effectual
in curing aptbee and nursiug sore mouth withont giving any other
drug in connection with it. Dr. Lodge states that many other physi-
cians have wade similar reports.

Orricinar PrEPARaTIONS, —Tinetures of the root, dilutions and
triturations.

Crinicar Observariows: —The tostimony of eolectic writers seems
to be quite nuniform in relation to the action of this plant.

Iu the absence of any pathogenesis we may venture to suggest
that it can be deduced, from its effects in the hands of eclectic praoti-
tioners, that this species of Bupatorium effects the motor system of
nerves, and the bronchial mucous membrane. As before stated, its
ouly homeopathic use has been in affections of the mucous membrane
of the mouth.

When provings are obtaived from the internal use of this medi-
cine, we may find it to be useful in the same affections whieh have
heen mientioned above. Itisevidentlya remedyadapted, like Cham-
omilla, Coffea and Secutellaria. to the diseases of women and children,
T4 may prove indieated in those aberrations of the nervous system
which oceur during the progress of lung affections, or are conneeted
with coughs and catarrhal attacks. In pneumonia, bronchitis and
catarrh oecuring in infants, the physician is often ealled upon to palli-
ate ncrvous gymptoms which seem to be common accompaniments,
In such cases the Kupalorium aromaticum may be used with good
results. It may prove useful in hooping-cough, mfantile asthms, and
with annoying nervous irritation. Nearly all the Eupatoriaces are
useful in urinary affections. This species is no exception. In some
of the vesical irritations of children and women it may be found an
excellent remedy. It is probable that the diseases above named are
similar to the sccondary effects of the medicire. Accordingly, in
sim;lz:r eonditions, the lower dilutions, or tineture, will be found most
useful.

EUPATORIUM PERFOLIATUM.

(Boneser)

Avavocues.—Arnica, Boptisie, Bryoenia, Chamomilla, Ipceae,
Mercurius, Podophyllum, Plittolaces, Tartar emetic.

Boranicar Descriprion.—Root perennial, horizontal, crocked,
with scanty fibers, and scnding up many stems, which are upright,
simple at the base, branched above in a tricotoma (three.forked) form,
forming a depressed corymlb, and are from two to five feet high, ronud,
covered with flexous hatrs. Leaves opposite perfoliate, connate, oblong,
tapering, acute, serrate, rough above, tomentose beneath, heads ahout
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ten flowered. The inflorescence in a dense depressed terminal corymb,
formed by smaller partigate corymbs, peduncles hairy, as well as the
perianth or common calyz. Seales lanceolate, acute, florets tubulose,
toliite, five black anthers united into a tube. Seeds black, prismatic,
oblong, basc acute, pappus with scabrous hairs. The upper leaves
are often sessile; not united. The whole plant has a grayish-green
color. I have seen some specimens growing in its usual habitat, the
foliage and stems of which were a brick-red color, with oceasional
scarlet colored leaves,

Wood mentions twenty-three species of this genus, The E. per-
foliatum appears to be the most abundant of all. It is found all over
the Anierican continent. from the arctic regions to the Gulf of Mexico,
and grows in great profusion in swamps, wet meadows, near streams,
flowering from August to October. The whole plant is intensely bit-
ter, having a peculiar flavor, but without astringeney or acrimony. It
possesses but little odor. It yields its sensible and medicinal quali-
tics to water and alcohol. It bas been analysed by several chemists,
and found to contain ninety per cent. of organic and nine per cent. of
inorganic matter ; o bitter prineiple, acetate of lime, and a substance
which is named Jupatorine, which is supposed to be an alkaloid.

Orricivar. PrEraraTioNs. —Tinctures of the whole plant, dilutions.

Meprcar, Historv.—This indigenous plant is one of the oldest in
use in this country. It was the panacea among the aborigines for
agues, hilious fevers, and nearly all the febrile and miasmatic diseases
of this couniry. Tt was very early introduced into sllopathic prae-
tice, and mentioned in all medieal works especially by Anderson, Lau-
rience, Kberle, Rafinesque, Drake, Wood and Stille. Asearlyas 1808 it
was a popular remedy in domestic and medical practice as n remed
for intermittents, and was recommended in yellow fever by Stephens
and Hosack.

Yarious writers of the old school deem it to be tonte, suderifie,
alterative, diaphoretic, diuretie, expectorant, emetic, purgative, febri-
fuge, astringen?, stimulant, etc. All this verbiage simply implies
that it is a pofyerest, and influences in a general manner the whole
organism.

Rafinesque says: ¢ It appears to be superior to Anthemis nobilis,
or Chamomile, az a sudorific-tonie, and preferable to Bark in the
treatment of local autumnal fevers of the country, near streas, lakes
and marshes. I have seen them cured efficiently by it when other
tonics failed. It aects somewhat like Antimony, without the danger
attending the use of that mineral.” He says it has eured intermit-
tent and remittent fevers, petechialor spotted fever, general debility,
ascites, anasarca, anorcxzia, debility from intemperanee, acute and
chronic rhewmatism, bilious and typhus fevers, especially low typhus
inecident to marshy places, and attended with bot, dry skin; influenza,
lake fever, similar to yel]ow fever, rmgworms, gout t.mea caplta,
syphilitie paios, dyspepsia.” * *

This plant was introduced into homwopatlnc practtce by Drs,
Jaines, Neidbard, Williamson, and others, who published the provings
and ¢linical observations in the * Transactions of the American Tneti-
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wite of omeopathy,” vol. 1, 1847,  No proving has appeared since
that time, bus the clinical experience with the medicine has been
quite extensive. The following is the pathooenesm arranged according
to Hahnemann's scheme

Generalities. —Prof. Carroll Dunham, in some Observations on
Eupatorium * gives the characteristic symptoms of the medicine
very accurately, and remarks that * the symptoms of the gastro-
hepatic region, and the character and aggravations of the paingin the
hody and extremities very closely resemble Bryonia. But a broad
distinction at once appeers when we consider the perspiration, which
under Bryonia is profuse and easily provoked, . while under Eupato-
_rium is seanty or absent. Again, the Eupatorinm makes the patient
very restless, those of Bryonia make him keep very still.  Rhus toxi-
codendron produces pains and sching in the limbs, but these paing
are worse during repose, and they keep the patient restless, con-
stantly ehanging his position, whereas those of Eupatorium are not
aggravated by repose.”

The above remarks I can agree with, with one exception. I
do not consider ““scanty or absent sweat” ¢/e characteristic of Eupa-
torium fever, The primary effect of large doses of Boneset is to
cause copious perspiration, with nausea and vomiting, It was found
curative in the fever which ocourred in Pennsylvania fifty years ago,
and known as < break-bone fever,” and copious perspiraiion accom-
panied the intense pains in the extremiiies. I have used it success-
fully in agues, in which the pains did not abate with the occurrence
of the sweat. Secondarily, the fever caused by Eupatorium is not
accompanied by perspiration, but has a tendeney to be continuous.
Dr. Dupham agrees with me in the latter, but forgets the primary
effect of tha medicine. Ile thinks it stfongly indicated in bilious
fever, and it certainly is if symptoms meati anything. The country
people often arrest such fevers with a cup of boneset-teaas readily as
we can with our carefully prepared medicines.

Dr, Danbam says; “Its great action is upon the muscular sys-
tem (or fibrous tissues) producing great soreness and acking, and upon
the gastro-hepatic system, producing a condition resembling what is
koown as a bilious 'state.” Tt is a curious confirmation of Teste’s
theory, that the Eupatorium perfoliatum is found most useful in those
fevers and bilious conditions occurring in persons who reside near the
habitat of this plant. This was noticed by Rafinesque, who had a
rere taleat in collecting similar facts,

* pmerican Hom. Review. vol. 5, page 228,
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Prof. Lee gives his testimony in favor of its suecessful use in
intermittents, but doubts its asserted anti-periodic power, It wasin
general use among the aborigines of this country, on its first discov.
ery, as a remedy for intermittent fever, and was accordingly adopted
by the whites for the same disease. * Whether it proved successful
or not depended very much on its mode of administration. Sometimes
it would arrest the disease, if freely given in warm decoction just
before the expected recurrence of the paroxysm, proving emetic, or
emeto-cathartie, and in other cases it wounld prove successful if given
in cold decoction, or the powdered plant, at frequent intervals between
the paroxysma; but in a majority of cases it failed to subdue the dis-
ease.” (because it was not homeeopathic to a majority of the cases,
any more than is quinine or any other medicine). Prof. Lee says:
* With regard to the usc of this plant in influenza, whether sporadie
or epidemic, we have proved it possessing great efficacy—relieving
the pain in the back and limbs, as well as the general lassitude, with
great promptoess; for although in this disease the skin is often
bathed in perspiration, yet it is of a morbid character—the surface
being pale, and morbidly seansitive, and the ecxeretion of a passive
kind. When the seccretions are of this morbid nature, and the pnl-
monary system is involved, the Boneset has proved in ocur hands a
most valnable remedy, inducing a healthy and free perspiratory dis-
charge, and replacing the clilly or febrile sensations with a uniform
or healthy glow.” (¥et the Eupatorium, in large doses, will canse
the same wnhealthy perspiration aud state of the skin whiel Dr. Lee
mentions, so that he uses it homeeopathically, after all.) * As it has
but slight influence in augmenting the action of the heart and arteries,
it may be employed with advantage in almost every varicty of inflam-
matory action.” “In the atonie forms of dyspepsia and general de-
bility it is relied on by many practitioners as an efficient remedy. In
that form of indigestion consequent on the use of aleoholic drinks, it
lias proved highly beneficial, as well as in that of old people.” = Its
efficacy in certain forms of dropsy has been dwelt upen by some wri-
ters. Dr. Thatcher, who has tried it extensively in various diseases,
says that in anasarcows swellings of the cxtremities, depending on
general debility, it may be safely recommended as an cxcellent tonic.”
Dr. Zollickoffer thinks it possesses medicinal virtues which are
ndmirably adapted to a variety of affections, and that in conjunction
with Sup. tart. potassa, it is one of the most valuable remedies in
tinea capitis.

Dose.—In old schoo] practice, the concentrated tincture or fluid
extract is given in doses of one to four drachms. The Eupatorine in
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doses of two or three grains, The infusion (one ounce to one pint of
beiling water) in doses of two to six ounces, the latter dose causing
emesis aud catharsis. In homeeopathic practice, it has been used
suceegsfully in agues, in drop doses of the first dilution ; also in ten-
drop dosea of the tincture; and teaspeonful doses of a cold infusion
(vide Trans. Amer, Ins, of Hom.}).

Fever.—Chilliness through the night, and in the woreing, with
nausea from the least motion ; aching pain and soreness, as if from
having been beaten iu the calves of the legs, small of the back, and
in the arms, above and below the elbows; nausea as the chill goes
off; aching in the bones of the extremities, with soreness of the flesh;
chilliness, with ezcessive trembling and nausea; chilliness in the
morning, heat through the rest of the dny, but po perspiration, The
patient feels worse in the morning of one day, and iu the afternoou
of the next day. Nocturnal sweat, with chilliness, from motion, or
removal of the covering. A grester amount of shivering during the
chill than is warrauted by the degrec of coldnmess. Retching sud
vomiting of bile; vomiting after every draught; tremblieg in the
back during fever ; thirst several hours before the chill; chilliness
from motion ; pungent heat attending the perspiration at night ; alter-
nate chilliness and flashes of heat,

Cumvicar Osservartions,—-The Eopatoriom is recommended by
Drs. Jaines, Neidhard, Gray, Williamson and Douglas, in intermit-
tent fevers, quotidian, tertian, and quartan. The general and specific
indications fur its use are said to be: (a.) The paroxysm generally
commences in the morning. Thirst several hours after the chill—
which continues during the chill and heat. It has proved curaiive
when the symptoms have been : cbill at seven o’clock in the morning,
preceded by thirst, and attended with moisture of the hands; vomat.
ing at the conciusion of the chill ; chill in the morning; heat doring
the rest of the day ; slight perspiration in the evening ; heavy elill
early io the morning of one day, and a light chill about noon the next
day, and so on suceessively; chill preceded by pain above the right
ilium, with thirst and disposition to yawn; pain in the bones early in
the morning before the paroxysm ; the chill iz induced or hastened
by taking a drink of water; hendache, backache and thirst during
the chill; coldness, with a great deal of trembling, attended with
nausen; coldpess and stinging and pricking, as from pins, in both
feet, at the commencement of the ehill; aching in the bones of the
exiremities, in the latter part of the ebill and in the beginning of the
heat; stiffaess of the fiugers during the c¢hill; aching pain, with
moaning throughout the chill (&) Flirobbing headache during the
chill and heat; violent pain in lead and back before the ehill ; dis-
tressing pain through the scrobicalus cordis throughout the day;
chill and heat ; flushed face and dry, hot skin during the fever ;
fever, accompanied with sleep and mozning, and followed by alight
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perspiration; nausea and sickuess at the stomach at the commence-
ment of the heat, with violent throbbing headache; headache and
trembling during the bieat ; fever in the forenoon, preceded by thirst
early in the morning, but no chill ; attended by fatiguing eough, and
not followed by perspiration ; great weakness and prostration during
the fever, with faintness from motion ; the patient cannot raise his
bead from the pillow while the fever lasts; the heat goes off with
moderate perspiration, during sleep in the evening; the thirst con-
tinues during the chill and heat, with vowiting after each draught of
water ; vomiting of bile at the close of the hot stage ; nocturnal per-
spiration, with coldness; fever, with despondenecy of mind, morbid
sensitiveness of the skin 2and sleeplessness. (C.{] Loose cough in the
intermission ; cough in the night, previous to the paroxysm; thirst
throughout the night, before the paroxysm, (in tertian ague).

* I have for many years applied the Eupatorium, in eases of inter.
mittent fever, when there was fittle or no sweat, at any time during
the disease; and consequently in those forms closely verging upon
the remittent type.”—(Dr. Gray),

The above clinical symptoms I select from the proving published
in “Trans. of American Institute of Homeeopathy.” = They are
there marked with an *, and are the result of the clinical experience
with the remedy, contributed by Drs. Neidhard, Williamson and
others, The cases from which they were taken I give in full :—

Cases of Imtermittent.~-Dr. Neidhard has observed the most
decided effects from the Eupatorium perfoliatum in the treatment of
certain cases of intermittent fevers, in two of which the following
gymptoms were present : Violent thirst before the chill, and slight
during it ; nansea and sickness of the stomach, (in one case vomiting,)
at the commencement of the heat, with violent throbbing headache;
tastelessness of food ; want of appetite ; tongue coated yellow; the
chills set in in the morning and lasted for one or two hours; heat
duving the rest of the day, and slight perspiration in the evening.
Type certzin. In one case the sulphate of quinine had been adwmin.
istered without preventing the recurrence of the paroxysms.

Dr. Williamson has exhibited it suceessfully in various cases of
- fever.

Case 1st. The chill generally began at nine o’clock in the morn.
ing, and lasted four Lours from the time when they commenced, and
continned about seven hours, and was seldom followed by perspiration.
The next day there was a lighter paroxysm, whieh usually eommenced
about twelve o’clock and ceased about the same fime in the evening,
a3 the heavier on the day preceding. The parozysms continued to
occur thus alternately with but little variation for the space of twen.
ty-three days, notwithstanding my unceasing efforts to arrest them
by the adwinistration of a number of remedies. Oun the 12th of
December the following symptoms were present :  Chill commenecd
ak nine o’clock in the morning, and lasted four bours, attended with
a good deal of shivering and trembling; raging thirst before the
chill and during the chill, and heat ; vomiting of whatever was taken
.nto the stomach, and of bile, with distressing pain in the epigas-
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trium ; distressing headache during the heat; fever ceased about
eight o'clock in the evening, and wus followed by inconsiderable per-
spiration.  Eupatoriam perfoliatum first, jn water, a teaspoonful every
hour, in apyrexia, cured the ecase without the oceurrence of another
paroxye .

'use 9 > Bilious diathesis ; tertian ague ; ehill at nine o’clock
in the morning, which lasted an hour and a half; thirst in the night
before the chill ; raging thirst during the chill and beat; violent
headache throughout the paroxysm ; some perspiration . retehing and
vomiting during the chbill, immediately after drinking; vomiting
of bile.  Eupatorium perfoliatum first, five drops in as many tea-
spoonfuls of water, of which she tock a teaspoonful every two hours
on the alternate day. Early on the morning of the expected chill,
Eupatorium perfoliatum, tincture four drops in eight teaspoonfuls of
water, a teaspoonful every hour. The parozysm did not return. This
patient had been subject to frequent attacks of intermittent fever for
several years, and had always suppressed them with sulphate of qui-
nine, but ginee the above attack, now a period of fuur years, she lhad
ne return of the disease.

Case 3d: A girl of fourteen years of age; tertian intermittent
fever; thirst before the chill; became stretehy and looked pale at
nine o’clock in the morning ; feli cold and chilly, but did not shake;
walked about the house crowched up; was very thirsty during the
chill and heat, but took only a little sup of water at a time ; headache
and trembling during the heat; the coldness lasted one hour, and the
heat about two hours, followed by very little perspiration. Rupato-
rium perfoliatum tinetore, a few dropsin water. Dose, a teaspoou-
ful every three hours, -

Case 4th : At eight o’clock in the morning was attacked with
pain zbove the right iliwwe ; thirst and a disposition to yawn; fingers
became stiff, with slight coldness; wupon taking a drink of water
shaddering commenced immediately ; chill lasted two hours and a
balf; headaclie, backache, and thirst during the chill; nausea as the
chill was going off ; the headache wus inereased, but the thirst dimin-
ished during the heat; sensation of great weakness during the fever,
s0 much so that she could not raise Lier head from the pillow; trem-
bling in the back, with faintness from motion during the fever; the
fever terminated by moderate perspiration during sleep in the cvening.
She felt pain in her bones carly in the mormng before the attack.
;Eupaborium_ perfoliatum, tincture in water, o tcaspoonful every threc
1urs,

Case 5th: Tertian ague for two weeks, sickly, sallow countenance;
chill at eight o’clock in the morning; thirst throughout the night
previous to chill ; thirst during chilf and heat, and vomiting immedi-
ately after each draught of water; vomiting of bile at the close of
the hot stage, which was foilowed by incousiderable perspiration.
Eupatoriunt perfoliatum, tineture in water, a tenspoonful every three
hours. No more chills.

“Nearly half a century ago, there prevailed throughout the United
States, but particularly in the State of Pennsylvania, a peculiar epi-
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demie, which, from the constancy of the attending symptom of ‘pain
in the bones,” was called break-bone fever, The %ﬂupat.orium perfoli-
atom, though a diaphoretic, so sigually relieved the disease, notwith-
standing copious perspiration was a frequeunt attendant, that it was
familiarly called bone-set, a common name by which it is extensively
known.” “In all eases of typhoid disease, attended with hot, dry
skin, it is reported t» be an estimable medicine.” “It wasused with
great success in an epidemic of influenza and lakedfever, which
prevailed a few years ago in the neighborhood of Lake Ontario.” “In
miasmatic distriets, along rivers, at fisheries, on marsbes and their
several neighborhoods, where intermittent and remittent fevers have
prevailed epidewieally, the Eupatorium has been a favorite remedy
with the most successful practitioners, as well as a deservedly popular
ons in the hands of the people, very often superseding the uveecessity
of calling in medical aid, In 1812, it was substituted for Peruvian
bark, in the treatment of intermittent fevers, in the New York Alms
House, and with uniform suecess,” Dr. Williamson recommends it
in gastrie fevers, remittent fevers of typhoid character, bilious fever,
ete, It is highly recommended as & prophylactic against agues.

Spotted Feper.—Ratinesque speaks of its successful use in the so-
called “spotted fever,” of 1820, now termed cerebro.spinal fever. It
has been used by seme homeopathic physicians in the same fever,
within a few years.

Dr. L. Pratt, in 1864.% mentions the case of a little girl attacked
with this fever, She bad the usuwal symptoms. “chr head was
drawn gpasmodically backward. Eupatorium was given in large and
frequent doses ; perspiration and recovery followed.” Dr. L. C.
Belding stated that he had found the remedy curative in several cases
of “spoited fever,” especially when the severe aching and sorenessof
the limbs was present. Dose, one dram of the tineture in hot water
every hour. Dr. Snall atiended a case of this fever, under my
observation, in 18G5, at the Tremont House, Chicago. In this case
the severe pains and soreness were attended by copious perspiration
" which gave no relief. In this case Kupatorium %, ten drops every
balf hour, proved curative.

The provings do not give us the peteehial spots characteristic of
the disease, but a long continned use of lurge doses of the medicine
may be capable of, cansing them. If the theory of the spinal location
of the disease is ecrrect, Kupatorium perfoliatum ought to affect the
spinal cord to prove curative.

Dr. Dunbam, of New York, reports the following cures of fever
with this medicine:}

R. D, a stout mechanie, thirty-five years old, of dark complexion,
went into an ice-bouse one very warm woruiog in Auogust, to get a
piece of ice. Charmed with the coolness of the place, bhe foolishly
remained there for a quarter-hour or longer. Suddenly he felt chills
creeping over him and becane quite fuint, He lefs the ice house s
quickly as he could, and went home, In ap hour he bad an exceed-

*Transactions NI, Mom., Med. Association. page 17,
1 American Hommopathic Review, Yol. V1, page 231,



EUPATORIUM PERFOLIATUM. 358

ingly severe chill, lasting several hours, This was followed by burn-
ing fever, which continued without abatement until the following
morning, when it gave place to a severe chill.  As this chill was
passing away, I first saw the patient. He had already become hot
externally ; his face was of a dull, red color; the eyes glistened,
and the sclerotica were yellowish red. The tongue had a thick, yel-
lowish fur ; there was intense headache in the occiput,an insupporta-
ble beaviness. Nausea aud frequenteffort to vomit, extreme tenderness
in the epigastrium, fulloess and tenderness in the hepatic regiom,
with stitches apnd soreness on moving or coughing ; intolerable sching
in the back and limbs, “as if the bones were broken.” Urine seanty
and of a dark, mabogany color; a hard, dry cough and sowe dyspowa.
The patient, although in so great pain, lay quiet. I had no Eupato-
rium, but there was & swamp near the house, and I soon found the
plant. From the juice pressed from a few leaves, I prepared with
water the third attenuation, and direeted it to be taken in drop doses,
every three hours until marked improvement was cbhserved. Inabout.
ten hours the fever was gone. The chill and fever never recurred,
and next day the patient was free from pain. Ono the third day I
found him convalescent.

H. Heiser, blackswith, aged 40 years, of bilious temper-
ament ; has suffered from ague for the last three years. Five
weeks the longest he escaped an attack during the last
three years. Has taken immense quantities of patent ague medi-
cines, Quinine, Fowler's Solution, &e. According to his philozophy,
small doses can have no effect on 2 man weighing 250 pounds. . Every
other morniug has a severe chill, (no fever) accompanied with vomit-
ing and purging of large quantities of greenish watery fluid; cramps
of lower extremibies and iusatiable thirst,

October 1Tth., Prescribed Ipec. and Nux v, 8d, to be taken in
alternation every two to threc hours. '

October 19¢h. Felt comfortable yesterday, as usual ; this morning
has apother chill and vomiting of a greenish liquid, several quarts at
a time; frequent stools, greem and watery; crarups and terrible
thirst ; face sunken, like that of a cholera patient. Kupatorium perf.

- 13t potency, siz drops to half tumbler of water, a tablespoonful after
each attack of vomiting or purging, After first spoonful vomiting
ceased, Preseribed Eupatorium perf. Ist, in drop doses every two
hours duering the intermission.

October 19¢th. No return of chill, vomiting or diarrhea. Con-
tinue Bupatorium perf, night and morning, for seven days. No more
medicine was given. Continues in good health to this day.

Prof. C. Neidliard reports the following eases for the present
edition :  After Eupatorium perfoliatum third decimal, T. L.
had one more attack and then wo more.  History and symptoms:
Had the chills at Harrisburg, Pa., for three mouths, after which
he was five weeks free from fever. Quinine in ordinary allopathic
doses removed the chills, but they returned. In Jannary last
felt for three or four days an achivg and weakness in the bones, thirst
before chills, which always issue in at noon. The last attack had

23
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been receding to 7 4. a., with the following symptoms: The chill
lasted two bours, followed by heat and perspiration, with beadache.
A the chill went off nausea and weakness of the stowach; no thirst
doring the fever. After Eupatorium 3. he bad a most violent chill
at G a. m,, then po more as mentioned above,

24 Case.=Creeping chills all day, wostly in the back, hands
and feet, like ice, but slightly all over the body; thirst in the fore.
poon ; constipation of the bowels, great prostration of strength, there
was headache during tho fever, afterwards fever without any perspi-
ration, Natrum mur.tincture, drop doses,produced violent perspiration
without stopping the chills. Arsen. cured the prostration of sirength,
pain and rigors in chest ; Eupatorium per., 28 drops in a tumblerful
of water, a teaspoonful twice a day, cured.

84 Case,—A hommopathic physiciar, from this county, wrote to
me as follows : T have been attending George, (2 little boy, ®t 8,)
for the past two weeks, for an irregular internittent, with very little
success. I have given Aconite, Arsenicum, Natrum wmuriat, Cbioa,
with very little advantage, Sometimes he has the chills every day,
again every other day, and sometimes every third day, The echiij
also oceurs at different periods of the day; you hardly know when
to expect it.” The patient brought the note himself with his father.
Picture of the disease; violent shaking chill at 9L a. u., for one hour
 and a half, after which heat one hour, followed by slight perspiration.
The second paroxysm took place the same day at 12 o’clock, noon,
thus forming a double quotidian consisting of a chill with heat, fol-
lowed by profuse perspiration for two or three houra. Thirst during
the whole time except the Jast perspiration. He also picks his nose,
and is stiff in his limbs. Euapatorium per., in strong doses scon per-
manently cured the little boy. A few doses of guinine confirmed the
cnre, Small doses had no eflect on this boy.

dth Case ~=Symptoms: Slight chills with cold feet; dry skin
and no perspiration ; aching in the forehead ; occasionally some per-
spiration in the morning, also heat on the top of the head with buz-
zing in the ears. Breath smells mouldy and sourish ; oppression in
the middie of the chest, with cough, cansing pain io the spine; ach-
ing in the lower part of the back. Eupatorinm per., tincture in water,
cured. . The chest symptoms which were only relieved by Eupatorium
per., wero finally cured by Sepia 6.

5th Case .—Every afternoon, at 3 o’clock, chills and fever charae-
terized by red cheeks on both sides. Before the fever commences,
at 3 p. m., thirst. The skin remains dry, the tongue is coated yellow,
and bilious discharges from the bowels, Kupatorium per., in water,
cured this case soon,

Gth Case ;— Anotber case characterized by chills, follewed by fever
with slight perspiration and thirst; was also cured by Eupatorium
per., in water,

Sleep.—Dr. Neidhard says : “Four doses of Eupatorium taken
- within twenty-four hours produced profound sleep at 12 o’clock, noon,
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for several hours,  During his sleep the prover could hear every-
thing, but conld not speak.”

Head.—Headache, with a sensationjof soreness internally, better
in the house; aggravated wheu first going into the open air; relieved
by conversation ; pain extending from the forehead to the occiput,
greatest in the left side; throbbing headache; beating pain in the
nape and oeciput, beiter after rising ; darting paius through the tem-
ples, with sensation of blood rushing across the head ; distress on the
top and in the back part of the head ; shooting pains from left to right
side of the head ; painful soreness in the right parietal protuberance;
keat on the top of the head, with pain, which is relieved by pressare ;
thumping in the side of the head, above the right ear; soreness and
beating in the back part of the head.

Cuivicar OsservaTions.—Besides those symptoms which are
italicised above, the Eupatorium has cured certain forms of periodical
headache, namely : A headache with nausea, every other morning
when first awaking, which continnes all day, with loss of appetite
during the day, but good appetite during the intervening day.” Nux
vomica will cure such headaches when they ocour every day. Eupa.
torium has alse cured a “pain in the oceiput after lying, with sensa.
tion of great weight in the part, requiring the hands to lift it.” This
kind of headache ia common with ague patients.

Eyes.—Soreness of the eyeballs ; intolerance of light; redness of
the margin of the lids, with glutinous secretion from the meibomian
glands; iuercased lachrymation; pain and soreness in the left
eyeball,

Crintcar, OBSERVATIONS.—Soreness of the eyeballs is one of the
most common and permanent symptoms of ague, and usually precedes
an attack several days; this symptom would be a good indieation for
the selection of this medicine,

Face.—Sickly, sallow countenance ; flushed face ; redness of the
cheeks, with dry skin ; pale face.

Mouth.—Paleness of the mucous membrane of the mouth ; tongue
coated yellow; white coated tongue; sores in the corners of the
mouth ; dryness of the throat; sorcness of the fances with eatarrh.

Appetite.—Insipid taste in .the mouth; tastelessness of food;
want of appetite; distaste) of food; mnocturnal thirst for something
cold ; thirst for cold water; desire for ice.crenm ; greatappetite.

Crmvicar Orsezvarions,—When Euapatorium is taken in small
doses in a few days, the appetite iy first dncreased; a still further
continuance gives rise to unoatural hunger, accompanied by disorders
of digestion, and finally to complete loss of appetite, and loss of taste
for food. This remedy is homeoopathic to the canine hunger which
attends or precedes ague ; also, when arising from abuse of quinine,
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It is also indicated, {secondarily,) in the loss of appetitc and indiges-
tion from the same causes, It will be found useful in many forms of
dyspepsia, anorexia of drunkards, loss of appelite, ete. (See general
effects.)

Stomach.—Belching of tasteless wind, with a feeling of obstrue-
tion at the pit of the stomach; sensation of something in the stomach
that ought to come up, without the ability to raise it, General shud-
dering proceeding from the stomach ; sensation of fullness in the
stomach ; beating in the epigastrium-—in the night; heat in' the
stomach ; nawusea ; nausea and vomiting of food ; vomiting of bile;
vomiting of mucus and bile; wvomiting of bile, with trembling,
attended with pain in the epigastriwm, with pausea snd extreme
prostration, almost syncope; distressing disposition to vomiting;
pausea and vomiting with free perspiration and expectoraiion ; qualm.
ishness from odors, the smell of food, cooking, ete.

Crintoar Osservarions.—When a warm infusion or decoetion of
this plant is administered, it invariably canses profuse and long-con-
tinued vomiting, nearly always of dile. Hence its reputation as a
domestic remedy for bilious affeetions and fevers of that type. Its
use is resorted to with a great deal of confidence in the forming stages
of a bilious fever, and it seems to have the power of arresting the
attack. It is eminently homeopathie to vomiting of bile, of food, and
even of drink, as soon &s taken.

Liver.—Soreness around the waist ; tight clothing is oppressive.
Soreness and fullness in the region of the liver; tightness in the left
hypochondrium,

Intestinal.—Purging stools, with amarting and heat in the anus.
Four or five watery stools in the day ; tenesmus, with small discharpe
of loose stool; morning diarrhoea; comstipation.

Crinicar OsservaTions. — While the warm infusion causes vomiting
only, the same preparation when taken cold acts as an active cathartie,
causing profuse, bilious, watery stools, with nausea and severe colie,
prostration and relazation. Catharsis is a primary effect of Eupato-
rium ; constipation the remote, secondary.

Urinary Organs.—Urine scanty and bigh colored; copious evae-
uation of limpid urine; dark, brown, scanty urine, depositing a whit-
ish, clay-like sediment, voided but once in twenty-four hours. Dark
colored, but elear urine ; itching of the mons veneris.

Cuivicar Oaservations.—It seems homoeopathic to the dark
colored urine met with in bilious disorders; also the watery urine
observe o during interwnittents. It is said to have been very success-
ful in the treatment of a peculiar herpetic eruption, aficcting the anus
and adjacent parts, as the scrotum and thighs, and alse extending its
ravages to the rectum,
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Catarrhal Symptoms. —Flowing coryza; sneezing; hoarseness,
with roughness in the voice ; hacking cough in the evening; cough,
with soreness and heat in the bronchia; cough aggravated in the
evening,

Crinicar Osservations.—The Eupatorium per. has an extensive
reputation in colds, influenza, and ecatarrhal fevers. In domestic
practice it is usually given in small doses of the warm infusion, and
produces copious sweating. Some physicians consider it almost spe-
cific in colds, ete. In homceopathic practice it has cured, in small
doses : * Hectie cough from suppressed intermittent fever ; nocturnal
loose cough ; hoarse, rough cough with scraping in the bronehia ; vie-
lent cough with soreness in the chest; cough with flushed face and
tearful eyes —the patient supports the chest with the bhands; cough
preceding measles; cough following measles; disposition to cough
with dyspncea.” The above are quite prominent symptoms, and show
this remedy to have a specific action upon the bronchial mucous
membrane. In eclectic practice it is highly esteemed as a “cough
remedy.” Tts effect on the respiratory traet seems somewhat analo-
gous to Phosphorus, Tartar emetic aud Causticum. It has been found
useful in epigemic anfluenza. (See General Effects.)

Chest.—Dificulty of breathing, attended with anxious counten-
auce, perspiratiov and sleepiness; painful irritation of the pulmon-
ary organs, with heat in the chest; aching pain under the left breast;
inability to lic on the left side; soreness in the chest from taking a
full inspiration ; grating sensation in the chest at every deep inspi-
ration.

Crinicar Opservarion,—JIt has heen used successfully in asthma,
bronchitis and even pneumonia. It has given relief in a case when
the “dyspneea was very great, obliging the patient to lie with his head
and shoulders very high,” also the two symptoms ¢taficized,

Back.—Weakness in the small of the back; deep-seated pain in
the loins, with soreness from motion ; pain in the back as from a
bruise ; beating pain in the nape of the neck ; pain in the back and
lower extremities.

Upper Exiremities.—Sorenessland aching in the arms and fore-
arms ; stiffnesa of the arms; painful soremess in both wrists, as if
broken or dislocated ; stiffuess of the fingers, with obtnseness of the
eense of touch; Xear in the palms of the hands, sometimes with
moisture,

Lower Extremities.—Pain in a spot not larger than a pea, over
the left hip, with soreness ; paiu, with extreme sensitiveness in the
left glutei muscles, passing around in front of the trochanter major ;
burning in the skin on the inner side of the thighs of a female ; fiag.
ging of the muscles of the left thigh as if they were falling off the
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bone. The pains are worse from fen o’clock, a. x., until four o’slock,
r,x. Pain and sorencas of the upper part of the left foot, with in-
creaded aeosibility of the left big toe ; the pain in the foot is inereased
by standing on it. Stiffness and general soreness of the lower ex-
tremities when rising to walk; calves of the legs feel as though they
had been beaten ; soreness and swelling of both feet, when standing
on them, in a gouty subject ; pain in the first joint of the left great
toe, which suddenly moves to the corresponding joint of the right
one ; pricking in the soles of the feet; aching pain in the right hip,
while sitting ; lameness in the right hip and lower extremity, when
walking ; soreness and aching of the lower limbs ; throbbing in the
right foot ; rheumatic pains on the inside of the left knee; dropsical
awelling of both feet and avkles ; heat in the feet in the moruning.

Cuivicar Osservations.—Dr. Williamson considers it indicated
in rheumatic affections, accompanied by perspiration and soreness of
the bones: also in gouty affections, It is said to bave cured * gouty
inflamation of the left knee and right elbow.” “Dropsical swelling
of both feet and ankles,” also symptoms recorded above,

'EUPATORIUM PURPUREUM.

{Queen of the Meadow.)

Anavocves.—dpocynum cannabin, Ascleptas syriaca, Cannabdis
sativa, Copaiva, Chimaphila, Eryngium, Erigeron, Galium,
Mitchella, Senecio aureus.

Boranicar Descriprion.—A perennial, herbaceous plant. Stem
stout, solid, green, or sometimes purplish, with a purple band at the
joints about one inch wide ; from three to six feet bigh ; Jeaves feather
veined in whorls of 3s, 48 and 5s, (rarcly 2s); ovate, oblong-ovate or
laneeolate ; smooth nbuve, downy on the veins beneath, coarsely ser-
rate, thin, eight to ten inches loug, by four to five inches wide.
Flotwers in a dense and compound corymb, pale purple, ranging io
whitish, Heads cylindrical, 5 to I0 flowered. Scales purplish,
numerons, closely imbricated in several rows of unequal length,
slightly striate. Root long, long, kootty, fibrous, white or brownish,
bitter. In grows in swamps, meadows, and other low grounds, and
flowers in August and Seplember.

(Wood mentions a variety, the Eupatorium ternifolinm, which has
a slender solid green stem, with a purplish bush; Zeaves in 3s, very
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thin, lanceolate, and grows in mountain woods to the height of abous
three feet.)

The oot is the officinal part. As found jn shops it consists of a
blagkish, woody csudex, from which proceeds numerons gray fibers
from one to three lines in diameter, externally they sre covered with
a dark brown, longitudinally furrowed cortex, beneath which the inter-
nal portion is white, or whitish yellow, according to its age, the last
color being the oldest. It has a smell somewhat resembling old hay,
and a slightly bitter, aromatic and faintly astringent, but not unpless-
ant taste, and yields its properties to water by decoction, or spirits.
The fresh root, procured in August, should be used in making tine.
tures. Many homwopathists have been disappointed in its effects,
but the tineture they used could not have been properly prepared.*

An oleo-resin has been prepared from the roots by Mr. Merrill, of
Cincinnati, and Mr. Chapman, of Hudson, Michigan, That of the
former is of a thick pilular consistence, and a ‘dark greenish-brown
color, having a faiat, peculiar smell, and a navseous taste ; that of the
latter is thinner, about the consistence of glycerine, Both are solu-
ble in aleohol, in the proper proportion to make the decimal dilutions.
1 prefer the triturations of this preparation. Dr., King says, * three
grains repeated every three hours is a most powerful diuretic, oces-
stoning in some instances an enormous flow of urine.” I have found
it to have the same effect in dropsy, when given at the third trit-
aration.

Orriciiar, PreparaTion.—Tincture ; (riturations (of oleo-resins);
dilutions and infusion.

Dose.—The lower dilutions, tineture and weak infusion have been
used in homoeopathic practice, quite successfully. No experience has
been obtained from the high dilutions.

Mepican History.—The history of this plant is so mized up with
that of the Eupatorium perfoliatum, that it is almost impossible to
%et any reliable testimony from the older authors. In New England

oth species go by the curious nawne of Joe-Pye, for the reason, says
Rafinesque, that an Indian named Joe Pye, was very successful in
curing with these plants the fevers of the early settlers. The same
author, in his separate mention of the Eupatorium pur., says it has
- the same propertics as the Boneset, being good for fevers, gravel, ete.
Next to its common name, Queen of the Meadow, the country people
know it best as G'ravel Root. Probably vo remedy is in sueh exten-
sive use in domestic practice, for the relief of renal diseases, and
those urinary symptoms which are commonly supposed to arise from
caleuli, Such an extensive foundation must rest upon some solid
* Dr. Pope, of Washington, D, C., writeame: T have often been disappointed in the medi-
cal action oPsome of the Hew Kemedies, but T am fres te confess that when I have been abls to
t good tinctures, made from the recent plant, taken at the proper seasom, | have never been
irappointed.  *  *  *  Sinee my discovery, some Fears ago, of the practice of some
pharmaceutists of purchesing the * Shalier prepared’ roots and * yarbs” from the wholeznle
allopathic druggists, cart loads of which roots, ete., Tou can see most any day, dry as booes and
tasteless as grass, I have lost faith in many remsdies,” Dr. Pope i3 perfectly correct,—if the
ractitioner wishes 1o pet good effects from these modicines he must have suitable preparations.
The piosctice he alludesto is very reprehensible, and no respectable pharmacentistwill be guily
of sucha d ble £e on pathy.
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basis. Tn ap extensive country practice of many years, I have
usually found this sort of testimony to be worth as much as the die-
tom of some of our most learned medical men. 1t 1is from these pop-
ular uses that the Eelectic physicians have gained much of their
knowledge concerning the use of indigenous plants.

Howard seems to have known something about this plant. “The
root is bitter, astringent, etimulant, and powerfully diuretic; usefal
in all diseases of the urinary organs; dropsy, rheumatism, gout, and
female weakness and obstructions. It is thought by some to be a sol.
vent of the stone, and esteemed an unfailing remedy in gravelly
complaints.” Beach¥ says it is diuretic, lithontripsic, nephritic, ner-
vine and tonic; good for stone in the bladder, ete.

Kiogt does not give it the mention it deserves, merely alluding to
it a8 “used with good effect in dropsical affections, strangury, gravel
and all chrouic urinary disorders, heematuria, gout and rheumatism

Scudder makes a more extended mention.; He writes:

“There is no doubt but what this agent exerts a epecific influence
upon the kidneys, increasing the quantity of urine secreted, and to
gome degree the amount of solids exereted init. 1thasbeen employed
in atonic dropsies, chronic nephritis, catarrhus vesicee attended with
uleeration ; chronie irritation of the bladder, attended with increased
mucous secretion. It has also been employed in hmmaturia, gleet,
leucorrheea and otber forms of female weakness, rheumatism and
gout, with success. It isa popular remedy in gravel, and said by
gome to possess solvent powers; although we cabnot award it any
positive powers of that kind yet, as it increases the amount of water
excreted, which is acknowledged to be the best solvent for stone, and
always allays irritation of the bladder, we must consider it at least
the equal of Uva ursi and Chimaphila.  We have used the Eupur-
purin, and consider it among our most efficient curative agents in
diseases of the kidneys, bladder and urethra, In one case of marked
albuminuria, when other agents bad failed to produce any relief, the
continued use of thia remedy for two weeks entirely relieved the
patiest. In two cases of diabetes insipidus, its use was attended
with the same results, 'We have alsc omployed it in tncontinence of
urine, especially in children, with good effects. It is of the most
importance, however, in allaying irritation of the bladder; in many
cases of this kind caused by displacement or chrovic inflammation of
the uterus, or arising during or after pregnancy, we have obtained
mote benefit from itsuse than from any other agent.”

It is in this class of diseases just named, that I know it to be more
useful.

Hollemback asserts it to be a *“most valuable and effectual medie-
inal agent. It is diuretic, dissolvent, tonic, and slightly astringent.
No remedy is better adapted to the relief of painful suppression of
urine, either from inflammation or calearcous accumulations, and in
other cases when the kidneya fail to secrete a due amount of urine,

*Botanic Mat. Med. '

tDiapensatory.
tEclectic Mat. Med, and Ther.
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allowing the uric aeid and other component parts to be retained in
the circulation, produeing erysipelas and other diseases of* the gkin,
In other diseases, when success in treatment so greatly depends upon
the proper secretions of the kidneys, as dropsy, rheumatism, gout
and fever, it becomes of great service to the physician,”

(Alowing for bad English and bad pathology, this writer's testi-
mony substantiates that of other physicians,) :

This plant was not used in homewopathic practice until after the
appearance of the first edition of this work. Within the last year I
have received reports of several clinical cases, corroborating the rec-
ommendations given by me. It has also been proven by a2 woman,
ander the supervigion of a competent physician. '

PROVING BY B. L. DRESSER, M,D., SEARSPORT, MAINE,

Mrs, H, H. Dresser, who is the subject upon which this proving
has been made, is my wife, She bas a nervous.sanguine tempera-
ment ; complexion very fair, with light hair and light blue eyes,
Mrs, D. is very susceptible to the action or influence of medicine, so
much go that the two-bundreth dilution of some medicines will act
energetically. During the past six yeara which I have practiced
homoopathic medicine, Mrs, 1. has tested or partially proved very
many of our principal medicines. The objesl in view has heen to
verify certain characteristic symptoms, which has been donein almost
every trial.

In proving this medicine great care was taken to record no symp-
toma but those produced by the medicine. The proving was continned
ten days, beginning in the morning at 6 o’clock with ten drops, increas-
ing each dose which was taken at intervals onee in eight hours, up
to sixty drops.

GENERAY. SYMPTOMS.

Head. —Sensation as if falling toward the left side, Head feels
light ; cannot get rid of the sensation as if falling to the left. Dull,
sleepy ; great effort required in order to move about; lightness of
the bead ; worse in the morning, disappearing at twelve o’clock. Suf-
fers from an unusaal wakefuloess, with 2 staring look of the eyes;
Dizziness of the head, with a sensation as if falling to the left side;
Light and dizzy, as thengh fiying round and round; hard thumping
pain on the left oceipital bone ; sensation as if her head was moving
in all directions. Dizzy, with deep, dull, aching pain through the
temporal region on the left side. Head feels as though she had =a
bad cold. Constant fulling to the left side has been a marked
sympton. '
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Integument of the Head.—Soreness of the scalp; itching of the
soslp ; fine pricking sensation, rather pleasurable than otherwise ;
tenderness of the scalp.

Eyes,—Weeping; copious flow of tears; staring, looking
with fizxed eyes, wide open; eyes fastened with an earnest look
upor some object. Feels sleepy ; cannot seo as far as usual; weep-
ing, filling the lids with tears, causing constant wiping of the eyes.

Ears.—Reports in the ears; feeling as though they were full;
filled up; crackling in the ears, like the burning of birch-bark, very
much aggravated upon swallowing anything; squeaking sound in
the ears.

Nose,—Discharges thin, watery fluid; constant discharge of a
sore from continued wiping; abuodant discharge of a thin, watery
flnid.

Face.—Burning heat in the face; rush of bloed to the face ; con-
geation ; face burning, red, dry, hot to the touch ; shining appearance
of the face, as when bhaving used a large quantity of soap
in washing. Light, dizszy sensation, in whish the whole body
seems to participate, Faint and weak fromn which the whole body
suffers, Dull, heavy pain in the kead, most severe in the forehead;
vertex full, pressing us though lifting up from adjoining parts;
confused, heavy; cannot seem to prevent falling toward the left
side,

Mouth and Tongne,—Abundance of saliva in the mouth; in-
creaged action of all the glands of the month ; gums red and hot;
pricking and stinging in the end of the tongue.

Throat.—During the entire proving, she experienced a continued
smarting and burning, most severe in the posterior part. Yawning,
gaping, sighing, were symploms that attended the entire proving.
Choking, fullness of the throat, compelling her to swallow every few
minutes ; burnivg smarting, as if having been scalded by swallow-
ing some hot substance ; roughness and dryness in the throat ; flut.
tering in the throat pit; soremess of the throat; semsation in the
throat as if having awallowed tobaceo ; smarting in the posterior part
of the throat ; fine, prickly sensation of the posterior part of the
tongue ; numb feeling of the tongue, as if caused by Aconite; disa-
greeable fullness in the throat ; can hardly prevent erying, Home-
sick, thongh occupying her own home and surrounded by her own
family.

Stomach.,—Eructations was almost a coustant symptom, particu-
larly immediately after taking the medicine ; great quantity of wind
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in the stomach ; crampy pain; sickness of the stomach, came near
vomiting ; great nausea ; eructations sometimes more, sometimes less;
swelling and fullness, mostly ou the left side. Took forly drops of
the medicine ; in twenty minuates eructations most violent; griping,
crampy pain in the pit of the stomach ; feels weak, sick; cannet
move without making a great effort,

Abdomen,—Fullness and pain in the bowels; rolling, rumbling
in the bowels; crampy, windy bowels: rnmbling, rolling, twisting
pain in the bowels; pain and soreness of the whole abdomen, but much
the worse on the left side; bowels hard as o rock; fullness of the
bowels ; tense cutting pain two inches above the left ovary; heavy
pressure all day on the rectum.

Steol.—Feeling a3 though the bowels must be moved immediately
without being able to do so; pressure upon the rectum; pain and
guffering as if from diarrhoes, thongh the passages were not much
altered. :

Urinary Organs,—Took ten drops at six o’clock in the morning,
before eating. In exactly half av hour, she experionced a smari,
quick, jerking motion in the left ovary ;* also immediately above it
There is & deep dull pain in the left kidney, At the iuterval of an
hour she experienced a desire to void urine; cannot get rid of the
sensation ; strong desire to pass water, having ten minutes previously
evacuated the bladder. Constant urging to urinate all day; has
passed twice ag much urine during the day as usuval. Heavy pres-
sure during the day directly above the left ovary. Having evacuated
the bladder every half bour during the day, still the bladder is full
and tense. Took forty drops; then after an interval of twenty min-
utes felt an uncontrollable desire to void the urine: after which, she
experienced a severe colic pain oceupying the whole exteni of the
abdomen ; a dull, deep pain in the kidneys ; also another cntting pain,
very severe, in the kidneys; the two pains seem to be separate and
distinet, one from the other. Was obliged to evacuate the bladder
four times within one hour; 29 much in quantity each time as when
not under the influence of the medicine. Constant desire to pass
water accompanied by a cutting, aching pain in the bladder; Deep,
dull pain in the innominata; fullness of the bladder; hard aching
pressure upon the bladder; constant desire to evacuate the bladder,
which, after having been done, is not satisfactory ; abundant urine;
cutting pain, pressure, fullness, in the bladder. Five o’clock, cven-
ing, —scalding wpon passinig “urine; smariing of the urethra nupon
voiding urine ; burning, smarting pain in the water passage ; feeling
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nunatural desire to strain to urge the urine on ; the stream does not
appear as large as natural; feeling as thongh, having retained the
urine a long time without voiding of it; voiding urine asoften as
ouee an hour during the whole day ; the external generative organs
feel as though wet. This symptom was ecoostant all through the
proving, though a delusion. Feeling as though a continual voiding
of urine all the time ; voids a great quantity of urine; most severe,
cutting pain in the urethra, which goes and comes in from five to ten
minutes, lasting many hours; dull, heavy pain in the urethra; dull,
aching pain in the bladder; smarting, burning in the urethra on void-
ing urine. Thoese or the above symptoms of the urethra began to be
experienced the third day of the proving. After that time they are
continnous. Smarting and burning very intense in the bladder aud
urethra ; s¢ much so that she could not stand. The above symptoms,
of the urinary organs, were accompanied by a weak, tired,
wearied, faiot feeling, which was almost insuppertable.

DR. DRESSER’S SECOND PROVING.

(OpservaTioN oN THE Uriwe.—Healthy urine has a light amber
eolor, different degrees of density, it is transparent and bas a lively
look, and when strongly forced into a vessel it has a sprightly active
motion and guickly sceks a quiet state. It has a specificgravity vary-
ing from 1010 te 1030. The average quantity of healihy urine is
estimated to be from 30 to 40 ounces in 24 hours.)

Jan, 1.—At twelve o’clock my wife took sixty drops of the Eupa-
torinm pur. This dose seemed to have an immediate action, causing
in hslf an bour the evacuation of fourteen ounces of urine ; apecific
gravity 1015, measured by the gravimeter; color nst varying from
that of healthy urine, At one o’clock, voided ten ounces, which had
» more aromatic smell than the former passage. Ten minutes before
three o'clock voided ten ounces, having a pale coler, specific gravity
the same as the previous examination, At this examination I first
observed a white, flaky or flocenlent substance whichk I collected upon
a filter for examivation; this proved to be mucus, the result,
undoubtedly, of inflammation caused by the action of the medicine
upon the urinary organs. At four o'clock voided twelveounces. At
gix o’clock seven ounces; a quarter before seven o’clock voided five
ounces. The characteristic conatituents of the urine are not changed,
we have an addition of mueus in amount, a considerable quantity,
one Lislf ouuce in all during the day, or up to seven o'clock, the
whole amounnt of urine voided during the first twelve hours of the
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proving being 58 ounces. The urine certainly has the appearance
of diabetic urine. Its specific gravity during the day has been
1015. Upon applying the test in order to ascertain whether there
was any sugar or not in the urine not the smallest trace gould be dis.
covered. Afler the first twelve hours, from the beginning of the
proving, there has been much less in quantity than at first, though
the frequency in voiding it, and the urgency by which it is impelled,
has increased in intensity,

Jan. 2d—Nine o’clock, took 60 drops, Many of the symploms
to-day are the same 23 those recorded yesterday. Those we do not
think it advantageous to repeat. The desire to-day to void urine has
been almost unintermitted, nevertheless the quantity has been small,
The prover has felt impelled to make frequent efforts to void urine
without being able to void more than from one half ounee to two
ounces at each evacuation, The effort to empty the bladder was made
as often as once in an hour, and sometimes much oftener. The urine
to-day presents a higher color, and bas a greater density, its specific
gravity averaging 1026, though it has, during the day, presented
different densities. The characteristic constituents of the urine have
pot been changed as proven by examination, except by the addition
of mueus, which had inereased in quantity,

Jan, 8d.—Nine o’clock took sixty drops of the Eupatorium, The
condition of the urine to-day has been alwost exactly represented in
the record of the preceding day, its specific gravity averaging 1028,
Upon examination in order to ascertain the characteristics of the urine
it was found to be neutral. During the three days the frequent
and tormenting desire to pass urine, with occasional spasmodic action
of the bladder could not long be borne.”

In the last experiment we sce beautifully delineated the primary
and seconday action of the medicine. Had the doses been smaller,
the primary action would bave been longer sustained, but the gize of
the dose nearly obliterated it, and shortened its duration to twelve
hours. If the doses had been quadrupled it is probable that no pri-
mary symptoms woald have appeared, but the drug malady would
have commenced at once with the secondary symptoms. This prov-
ing shows that Eupatorium pur. is primarily hommopathic to dicbetes
instpidus, and similar disenses ; and secondarily indicated in inflam-
matory and painful affecticns of the urinary organs, with scanty urine,
dropsy, etc. According to my law of dose, this remedy should prove
most useful in the lowest difutions in the treatment of dropsy, and
this conclusion is sanctioned by clinical experience.
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Crntcar Opservations.—If anything aside from the clintcal ex-
perience of the eclectic school was wanting lo prove the specific
affinity of the Eupatorium purpureum for the urinary organs, the
above pathogenetic symptoms would be sufficient. They vot only do
this but they establish the truth of the law of similia as relates to
the action of thiz medicine in disease. When we come to have thor-
ough provings of all our indigenous remedics we shall find that all of
them have cured homeopathically. :

My exzperience with this variety of Eupatorium has bee
gnite extensive, and my observations of itz use are equally zo. It
seems to be a close analogue of Uva ursi, Cannabis, Chimaphila, Pul-
satiila and Copaiva. I have known it, when taken excessively, as it
often is by the country people, to materinlly aggravate remal diflicul-
ties, and even give rise to the very symptoms for which it is so
strongly recommended, and so really useful. To be more apecifie, I
have cured with this remedy a severe case of strangury, in a female,
dee to uterine displacement; the usual remedies had been used
without benefit. In a cane of excespive irritation of the bladder, with
large deposit of lithates iu the urine, it removed all the symptoms in
a week. Beveral minor cases might be mentioned. Next to Apoey-
num ecann,, I consider it the most powerful remedy we possess, for the
alleviation, and even permanent cure of Dropsy. It is even superior
to that medicine, for its action on the kidneys is of 2 more pervading
and profound character.

One of the most intractable cases of dropsy, due apparently to
renal disease, that ever came under my eare, I{elieve to have been
permanently cured by a tincture of the root. I usnally use the
mother tincture, or lower dilutions, a few drops at a dose every two
or siz hovrs. The following ease, illustrative of the powerful curative
action of this remedy in Anasarca, came under my observation in the
practice of Drs. Hale and Smart.

An old geptleman who had twice had attacks of dropsy, the last
of which was removed under the action of Apocynum caon., had &
third attack more severe than either previous ome. Influenced by
some officious friends, he placed himself under Allopathic treatment,
though he had recovered well nnder the homeopathic on former occa-
sions, He steadily grew worse under the nsual druggivg, purging.
and diuretics, ete., until he was unable to lie down, or tmove, or
get up from his chair. Distressing dyspnea set in; the whole
body and extremitics became enormously cedematous; the secretion
of urine became very scanty, only three or four ounces in twenty-
four hours; and altogether the man was in & very eritical con-
dition.

At this juneture, Dr. P. H. Hale was called. Upon examination
no orgavic disease of the heart, kidneys or liver was discovered.
The urine, however, was elightly albuminous, The pulse wasfechle
but regular. The extremities cold, with considerable general pros-
tration. No appetite, considerable thirst, and a slight tendeney to
stupor—duliness of mind.
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After some consultation, and partly upon my suggestion, it was
resclved to give the Eupatorium purpureunm.

The mother tincture was %iven in drop doses, (8or 10 at first)
every three hours, In twelve bours the urine was slightly ju-
creased. In twenty-four hours the dyspnes was somewbat amelior-
ated. 1o forty-eight hours he could lic down with comfort; and in
seventy-two hours he walked across the room, and the ccdema was
rapidly dissppearing from his body and limbs,

For three weeks this man had been plied with allopathic rem-
edies after the ap&)roved fashion, and now we eee ali the worst
aymptoms remeved in three days, by drop doses of a simple remedy.

his is even better than giving minute doses of Arsenic, Helle-
bore, etec., after the routine mapner of some of our own school.
The use of the Hupatorium pur. in dropey, i3 based apon purely
empirical data, but of such a reliable character that no hesitation
need be fclt in resorting to it. It.is even better than Apocyoum ean,
in many cases, and [ think its effects are of & more permanent char-
acter.

REPORT OF THREE CASES CURED BY EUPATORIUM PURFUREUM,
BY B. L. DRESSER, M. D, SEARSPORT, MAINE.

My clinieal experience with the Queen of the Meadow has been
quite limited, though it has proved itself of great value in a number
of cases, :

Case 1st.—Elias Stafford enlisted as ouc of the nine months men,
some three years ago, Immediately uwpon joining bis regiment he
took a violent cold. While suffering from this he began to experience
an uneasiness in the region of the bladder, which contipued to in-
crease until it became thoroughly established, as a confirmed chronie
inflammation of the bladder.

While he remained in the army he was treated by a number of
different physicians, Upon arriving home at the close of his term
of service, be then became my palient, and has contiovued to be and
still is my patient. During this long conrse of treatmens I, of course,
used a good many different remedies without any particnlar success,
unless this may be called a sucecss that he did not get any worse,
Until about four months ago be remained about the same. Al that
time I administered Queen of the Meadow for the following symp-
toms. Smarking, burning in the bladder ; sorenesas and pain in the
bladder ; severe, deep, dull aching in the bladder ; smarting, burning
in the urethra; most excruciating smarting upon passing urine;
numbuess of the legs; deep, dull, aching pain in the region of the
kidneys ; very much emaciated ; hectic fever; night sweats; rheu-
mati¢ paing shifting from place to place. The above symptoms he
has suflered with more or less intensity, from the beginning, though
after having taken the Eupatorium, the first dose even, the disease
began to yield. I used the concentrated tincture made of the root,
second dilution, twenty drops added to four ouncesof distilled water,
two teaspoonfuls or abont four drachms at a dose, four times each day,
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Tumediately upon taking the medicine, he began to improve from day
to day, In a few weeks he was enabled to attend to his business.
He is a common laborer.

Case 24.--Mrs. P., pregnant, seven months of her time having
expired. In order to visit her relatives, it was necessary to ride four
miles over » very rough road. Such jolting and shaking could not
be borne with impunity. Besides, during the jouruey she took a bad
cold. On the following day she found herself sick. Violent head.
ache, soreness all over, aching, gnawing ju the joints; eyes red and
swollen ; violent cutting pain in the back; labor like pains in the
back ; constant desire to void urine; most exerueialing smarting
and burning in the urethra upon voiding the urine; passes a few
drops at a time, and is obliged to make the effort very often; mnumb-
ness of the legs; deep, dull ache in the kidueys, also iu the bladder ;
pulse 80. Administered Eupatorium 2d dilution, twenty drops in
four ounces of water, Dose, four drachms once in two hours;
lengthened the intervals as she improved. In twelve hours the
patient was eonvalescent.

Case 3d.— An infant two weeks old. Symptoms: Moaning suf-
fering, expressed by its peculiar eries. Its lower belly swollen aud
hot.  Restlcssness, tossing; counstant moaning; had not wet its
napkin for forty-eight hoars. During that time the child had been
attended by an allopathie physician. I spite of this mischief, the
Eupatorium worked like a charm. I admiuistered the medicine in
the following mauner: Second dilution, one dropto six cunces of
water, half a teaspoonful at a dose once in every half hour until it
voided its urine ; after that time, onee in three hours. After taking
a few doses, the child voided its urine. and immediately recovered.

. Organs of Generation of Man.—Ne symptoms have been re.
ported. I have, however, wotieed decided aggravation of the stran.
gury and excessive urinations, from its use in large doses, Dr.Paine
{eclectic) says: I have used Ewupurpurin in several cases of im-
potency. A gentleman who bad been impotent for upwards of four
years, bas been under my charge for the last six months. For the
first two months I preseribed all the usual remedies in this disease,
without effect. I then employed the Kupurpurin. For the last four
months be has been takiog from one to five grains three or four times
a day ; and although not entirely well, he has so far recovered, by the
use of this remedy, as to demonsirate its value in these diseases. I
have used it also in other cases of a sintilar character, and with most
satisfactory effects. From the experience I have had with the Bupur.
purine, I am satisfied that it is 3 great touic to the reproduective
apparatus of both male and female, and in all those diseuses where
the orgaus have become exhausted, either by sympathy with other
diseases or from abuses, this remedy, judiciously administered, will
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serve a most valuable purpose. Dose from one to five grains, three
or four times a day.” (Thesecond or third trituration, or eveun higher,
would be aafer and better.)

Organs of Generation of Women.—An inflammation of meatas
urinarius ; sensation as though wet ; lencorrbwa quite abundant, which
continned during the whole time that the proving lasted. Leucorrhcea
simple, leaving no stain npon the Jinen. :

- Cumicar Oeservations. —Dr. Paine (eclectio) seems to entertain
views in relation to this drug different from other practitioners of his
school. Speaking of the * Kupurpurin,” he says: It is a-genuine
uterine tonie. There is, perhaps, no remedy of the materia medica
that exerts a2 more powerful tonic impression upon the uterus than
does the Euporpurin ; in doses of five to ten grains, it bas the effect
to stimulate uwterine comtractions ; and, in cases of prognancy, it has
been known to produce abortion by producing prematurelabor, Hence
it has great valoe in ¢ases of uterine inertia during labor, or where
there is much debility and feeble uterine contractions. The BEupur-
purin operates with great certainty as a tonio to the uterus, peculiar
to Ergot. It may be used in all cases where Ergot has been preseri-
bed, with equal certainty of effect in producing labor, or restoring or
producing uterine contractions, without producing any disastrous
effects upon the blood, so peculiar to arge doses of Ergot. I have
administered this in a large number of cases of eomplete uterine
inertia, in ¢combination with Capsicum and other stimulants, and have
found most bappy and immediate effects. In cases of debility of the
uterus, it is & remedy of remarkable value, In the large number of
cases of uterine leucorrhoea, caused by exhaustion of the uterus and
chronic metritis, the Eupurpurin, administered in doses of one-half
to one grain, four or five times a day, affords almost immediate relief,
In cases of prolapsus uteri, and in retroversion of the uterns, snd, in
fact, all cases where there is debility of the uterus and its appenda-
ges, it can be relied on as a tonic and stimulant to these parts,

“ A case, which recently came under my charge, was that of a
lady who had had four or five miscarriages, and had never succeeded
in carrying a child to its full period. She had been under the treat.
ment, of several of the most eminent physicians of the city, and
although the most rigid Lygienic and medical {reatment had been
institnted, all her efforts to mature her period of gestation had been
abortive. She was in the third month of pregnancy, and within two
or three weeks of her usual period to abort, when she came under my
charge, I commenced her treatment by giving one grain of the
Eupurpurin, in combination with one-half grain of Iren per hydro-
gen, three times a day. This treatment I continued, with the addi-
tion of occasional light purges, for two or three months, when Iron
was omitted, and the sitz bath, with the Eupurpurin, was continued
until full term, when she was delivered of 2 fine, healthy dunghter,

“Another was the case of alady who had been married fourteen
years and had been constantly troubled with amenorrhoea, lencorrheea

24
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and dysmenorrheea; and although she was exceedingly anxious to
have a family, to her knowledge had never been enciente. I com-
menced the treatment with one grain of Eupurpurin and oune-half
grain of Hypophosphite of iron, three times a day, and also adminis-
tered small doses of Leptandrin and Euonymin at bed-time, as she
was also laboring under hepatic diffieulties. I continued this treat-
ment for some four or five months, together with the use of vaginal
injections, and decoetions of Cinchona and Hydrastis cansdensis.
Her health very much improved, her courses beceme regular, leucor-
rheea diappeared, and in seven months from the time of the com.
mencement of her treatment she had the satisfaction of realizing her
long anticipations and wishes. During the treatment I administered
Helonin and BEuepurpurin, in the proportion of one-tenth of a grain .
of Helonin to one-fourth of a grain of Eupurparin, three times a
day. She matured a healthy child, Other cases of a similar charac-
ter have been treated with this remedy, and with similar reaults,

“ The dose of the Eupurpurin, to resuscitate exhausted labor, to
regtore tone and vigor to the uterus, and to hasten uterine action in
cases of uterine inactivity, is from one to five grains, administered
every half hour until thirty or forty grains have been given. Asa
general uterine tonie, from one to three grains, taken four times a day,
either in combination with Iron, Cod-liver Oil, Hydrastin, or other
tonice, or alone, is the ordisary dosc.”

I give the doses used by Dr. Paine, but do not sanction them. (H.)

Chest. Circulation.— Palpitation of the heart ; fiuttering of the
heart and throat; feels weak and tired ; faintness, languor, sickness,
cannot move about ; thought she must go to bed, having immediately
before got up.* Immediately upon taking each dose of medicine she
would ezperience violent palpitation of the heart. Strong desire to
inflate the lungs which she continued to do from time to time, without
noticing particularty that she was doing so. During the proving the

- pulse ranged from eighty to one hundred ; it was full and bounding.

Mind,—The mind is acted upon in a very singular mauner, being
encompassed by various delusions. A constant symptom was a feel-
ing as if falling toward the left, This was the first symptom. Talk-
ative, exclamations, delusions of sight and hearing; feels extremely
depressed ; sleepy ; has a great fear of sickness ; sighing every few
minutes ; gnawing at the stomach,

Back and Neck.—Pains as of s ncuralgia, from below upwards,
mostly up the left side of the back and hip. Sore pain directly
within the epine, ite whole extent, from below upwards. Dull aching
pain in the sserum, running upward inte the kidneys; lame feeling
in the nape of the neck ; stiff, wry neck ; lame, weak feeling of the
neck ; cutting pain in the neck, running from the left shoulder to the
occiput.



EUPATOREUM PURPUREUM. 371

Upper and Lower Exiremities.—Tired, weak, uneasiness in the
limbs ; gnawing, disagreeable pain in the extremities; feet feel as
though she has walked a long journey ; seems to her as thongh her
heels were crowding through her boots, The delusion having been
so marked that she felt compelled to look in order to see if it was
really the case. Rheumatic pain changing from place to place, always
from below upward ; gnawing in the hip bone ; legs feel weak, tired ;
left leg weak, worse than the right, in which she has a severs numb-
ness ; numbness worse in the groin; tired weak feeling in every
organ of the body. All symptoms worse on the left side of the body.
Deep. duli pain in the left innominatum,

“Every symptom in this proving was well marked, having taken
great care Dot to record any symptoms of a doubtful nature. My
object was so far as we went with the proving, to have it correct.
Mrs. Dresser was in perfect health at the time. She is undoubtedly
one of the best subjects by which a medicine ean be proved, bhaving
a good and powerful faculty whereby she is enabled to show or repre.
sent to others, in words, her feelings ; to communicate an idea of a
thing by naming its nature and properties. Thus she is enabled to
communicate to us a correct view of each and every symptom, as they
become developed one after another, or more or less at the same
time.”

EUPHORBIA COROLLATA.

(Large Floweping Spurge.)

Ansvocues.—Croton tiglium, Elaterium, Jalapa, Fobelia,
Helleborus niger, Veratrum album,

Boranicat Description.—A tall, slender, erect plant, one to two
feet high, with » large, perennial, branching, yellowish root, which
sends up several stems from two to five foet In height, round and gen-
erally simple and smooth. Cauline and floral leaves oblong, narrow,
obtuse, standing irregularly upon the stem, and without footstalks.
They are obovate, wedgeform or linear, flat or revolute at the margin,
8mooth in some plants and bairy in others, In the wmbel the leaves
are opposite and verticillate. The flowoers are disposed upon a large,
terminal umbel, with a five-leaved involuerum, and five trifid and
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dichotomous rays, at each fork of which are two oblong bractes, The
calyz is large, rotate, white, with five obtnse segments, closely reseu-
bling a corolla, from which the species has been named. At the base
of these divisions are five interior smaller segments, which are des-
cribed as rectories by many systematic writers, while the larger are
considered as belonging to a real corolla, The stamens sre twelve,
evolving gradually, with double anthers. Many flowers have only stam-
ens. The pistil, when existing,is stipulate, nodding, rounded, with three
bifid styles. The fruit is a smooth, three-celled, three-seeded cap-
sule. {‘he roo¢, when full grown, is sometimes an inch in thickness
and two feet in length. It is without unpleasant taste, producing
only a sense of heat a short time after it has been taken. The med-
ical virtues are said to reside in the cortical portion, which is thick
and constitutes two-thirds of the whole root. They are takeu up by
water and aleohol, and remain in the extract formed by the evapora.
tion of the decoction or tincture. This species is one of over thirty
of the genus Euophorbiaces, indigenous to this country, to which
belongs the European species E. officinaliz, noticed and used by
Hahnemann, The E. Corollata is found all over the United Staces,
growing chiefly in a dry, barren and sandy soil, seldom growing in
woods or on the borders of streams, Iis flowers appear in July and
August. The central head is two or three weeks earliest.

OrricinaL PreEraraTions,—Tincture and triturations of the root;
dilutions.

Meoiear. History.~—It is a singular coincidence, says Rafinesque,
that the name given to this root by the Indians of Louisianais Peheca,
very eimilar to the Brazilian native name of fpeca, both meaning
‘Emetic-root.' It is also called by the Northern tribes, Picae. It has
a host of common names, among which the most used is Go-quick,
Bowman's Root, Milk-weed, Indian Physic. The first alludes to its
remarkably quick and intense action as an emetico-cathartic. By a
very common error, these names have been applied to the E. ipecac-
uana, and other species which possess similar properties,

Rafinesque says the E. corollata is the most powerful of the
indigenons species, “since it purges ab the dose of three to ten grains,
and vowits at from ten to twenty.” “Buta diversity has been noticed
in various constitutious, the same doses being sometimes inert,
cathartic or emetic, or both in some instances; they often produce
panges, even in small doses, and then act as diaphoretics, like Ipecae,
to which they are preferable by having no unpleasant taste, nor excit-
ing pain and spesms.” The bruised root applied to the skin, produces
vesication in about twelve hours, which lasts two or three days. The
milk destroys warts.” 1e says it has been employed in dropsies,
asthma, hooping cough, and fever, but with no great success.

Eclectic physicians claim that it is superior to Lobelia, Podophyl-
lum or Jalap in some diseases. But in the doses in which they pre-
seribe it, it is often produective of unpleasant and dangerous symptoms,
and capable of doing much injury to the gastric mucous membrane,
due to its quick and prompt action. I am indebted to Dr. A. R.
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Brown, of Litchfield, Mich., for many interesting facta relating to its
action. It is considered by those who use it, as the most powerful
“revulsive agent” in their Materis Medica, in all cases of local con-
gestion, especisl(lly of the lungs and head ; also in inflammation of the
leura, lnngs and liver, and it is used as a substitute for bleedingand
alomel, Its admirers allege that it will certainly arrest the progress
of the above affections in a few hours, and break up all simple fevers.
This is of course erroneous, but it reminds one of the ITelleborism of
the ancients, 80 graphically deseribed by Hahnemann, In fact, ne.
drug with which I am aequainted so much resembles the Veratrum
album. It will be seen that its analogues are also Jatropha, Elaterium,
Croton tiglinm, Arsenicum, Tartar emetie, Veratum viride; and will
undoubtedly prove as useful in practice,
"~ Dr, Brown, who has repeatedly tested the pure eflects of the root
apon his own person, thus describes its action. After taking the
dose, {twenty-five grains of the powdered root,) and while in good
health no effects were noticed for about one hour and a half, when
suddenly, with no premonitory symptoms of pain, a distressing sense
of deathiy nausea set in, accompanied in a few minutes by faintness;
then sudden and powerful vomiting, first the food, ete., in the stom-
ach, then of large quantities of water mixed with muecus, then clear
Huid, like rice water, In less than a minute after the vomiting
commenced, great commotion in the bowels, followed immediately by
copious watery evacuations, set in. This simultaneous vomiting and
diarrhea continuned for nearly an hour, at short intervals or intermis-
2ions, 11l the while accompanied by great anxiety, a death.like sense
of faintness and exhaustion; cool skin, covered with beaded sweat;
cold hands, fect, and nose, and great weakness, In about two or
three hours all these symptoms passed away, leaving only weakness
as from hunger, no pain or distress, only a peculiar langnor, During
the height of its action the pulse sank to forty. After taking fifty
rains 51& cflects were much more intense, but lasted only a little
onger. It resembled more nearly a severe attack of sea sickness, or
cholera morbus, than any thing the doctor could imagine. Taken in
doses of two or three grains every two or three hours, it causes lan-
guor, perspiration, and softness of the pulse.

Kung, (Dispensatory,) says, “fifteen or twenty grains of the pow-
dered root will excite emesis, rarely occasioning pains or spasms,
and giving rise to very little previous nansea or giddiness. Four
grains given every three hours will act as a diaphoretic. When
given in large doses it is apt to induce inflammation of the mucns
coat of the atomach and bowels, with hyper-catharsis, It canses dis-
tressing nauses with prostration,” - .

Wood, (Therapentics, Vol. I, p. 442). It is notlike Ipecacuanha,
safe in over doses, but when taken too largely acts with great harsh.
ness, causing much nausea, violeat vomiting, hyper-catharsis, and
aymptoms uf general prostration.”” Other medical writers speak of it
in much the same manner ; but the most extended notice of its virtues
which has yet appeared, is from the pen of Dr. Grover Coe in a
work on ** Concentrated Organip Medicines,”” Were Dr. Coe a hom.
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wopathist, he would appear in 2 much better light in his essay on
remedial agents ; as it is, he makes himself obscure and sometimes
ridiculous by seeking to account for the modus operandi of certain
medicines, upon vague and theoretic grounds, and by igmoring the
law of simika,

Of Euphorbin, the concentrated principle of Euphorbia corollata,
he says: “The Euphorbin is a reliable acquisition to our indigenous
Materia Medica, and fulfils many important indieations. In small,
repeated doses it aots as a diapheretic, inducing free perspiration,
deterges the mucous coats of the stomach and bowels, stimulates the
fanetions of the liver, and corrects the tendency to colliguative diar-
rheal discharges.”(") “When administered as an emetie, it will
vomit without exciting any previous nausea, while at other times, con-
siderable prostration of tge museular system with lingering nauses,
will be observed ; paleness of the countenance and cool, moist state
of the skin, from which, however, the patient recovers as soon as the
medicine has operated on the bowels.” We deem the Eaphorbia one
of the most powerful, and at the same time, safest revulsive remedies
that can be administered for the relief of cercbral congestions. It
excites powerfully the absorbent and venous systems, and is there-
fore frequently employed for the removal of dropsical effusions,
removing them when other means fail.”” [ This is al? vague theory.
It acts similarly to the Elaterium., ]

After stating pretty fully its irritating action on the mucous coat.
of the atomach and bowels, this author, strangely enough, goes on tor
say : “We have found the Euphorbin of much ability in the treat-
ment of cholera infantum, diarrhea and d{sentery. () Tt seems to
exercise a peculiar control over the glandular structure of the intea-
tinal canal, correcting and giving tone to the action of the secreting
vessels, and promoting the agsimilation of nutritious matters.”  All
of which is mere nonsense, It aets by virtue of its power to cause
similar pathological conditions in healthy persons. Is it not strange
that allopathie writers should labor so hard to cover up the real
action of drugs, when the actual law of their remedial action is so
apparent to every sensible mind ? With a full knowledge of its power
to cause “hypercatharsis, with inflammation of the bowels, cramps
and vomiting,” he says: “We (I) have administered it in eases of
Cholera infantum, when the alvine discharges were watery, copious
and offensive, and as the result of ita operation, had well digested
stools, without feetor.”” Then to gloss this, to him incomprehensible
power, he resoris to unworthy special pleading, thus: <« We have
been unsble to discover that the Euphorbin acts as 2 special irritant
upon the bowels, but on the contrary, esteem it as a corrector of irri-
tation.” (In small deses.) “Our observations of its operations have
Ied us to the conclusion that the irritation sometimes observable is
the result of an increased activity or the part of the eliminating
vessels of the alimentary canal, and the consequent depuration of
certain morbid and acrid materials from the blood, which being
brought in contaet wilh the mucous surfaces, constitute an extraneons
causc of excitement,” This language reminds ove of the obscure
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and foggy reasoning that our medical grandfathers indulged in 2 few
centuries ago—a jargon of unmeaning phrases,

The Euphorbium cor. causes, like the Veratrum album, and its
analogues, & decided and profound depression. of the vitality of the
nerves of the stomach ans bowels, and an utterly relaxed eondition
of the intestinal capillaries, It induces a pathological and pathoge-
netic state, which presents a picture resembling, with wonderful
fidelity, cholera morbus, cholera infantum, colliquative diarrhoma, sea-
gickness and many other forms of disease affecting the digestive tube,
It may act in large doses as a direct local irritant, in the same man-
ner ag Tartar emetic; for the juice of the root will produce vesication
and pustules upon the skin, and perhaps upon the mucous membrane.
But 1t certainly posseses a dynamic power, which exercises a profound
influence through the medium of the nerves, _ :

ParHocErREsIS,~—A resnme of the symptoms after Hahnemann’s
method would be as follows : :

Head, etc.—Vertigo ; swimming in the head, with faintneas; dim-
ness of sight and prostration; every thing seems to be whirling
around ; vertigo, with ringing io the ears; he fears he is going to
die ; death-like sensetion, with anxiety of mind; no desire to live

unless relief comes soon.

Digestive Tract, etc,—Bureing in the mouth and on the tongue
after taking the dry powder ; vesigles on the ‘lips and tougue after
taking the fresh root: sudden nausea one hour after taking the pow-
der, followed in a few minutes by sudden and foreible vomiting and
diarrhea of watery (rice.water) fluid, with sinking anxious feeling at
the stomach ; faintness, slow and week pulse (40), cool skin, cool feet
and hands, which become affected with painful cramps; profuse col-
liquative discharges from the bowels, like the evacuations in cholers,
with painful spasms of the intestines ; cold sweat on the body and
extremities ; spasms of the legs and feet.

Pathology.—I had intended to make some experiments on animals
with the view of showing its pathological effects upon the mwucous
membranes of the stomach and bowels, but hive been nnable to
devote the necessary time. 1 hope to present the profession with the
results of such experience soon. This artiele is published to call the
attention of my colloagues to this important remedy, and ask their
assistance in perfecting its pathogenesis. If we may be allewed to
judge from analogy, we can safely afirin that its physiologico-patho-
logical effects are similar to those caused by the Elaterinm, Veratrum
album 2nd viride, Jatropha curcas, and perhaps Aconite.

Crinicat Onservrarons.—This remedy is perfectly homeeopathie,
judging from its patbogenetic symptoms and its known effect in dis-
ease, 10 many morbid conditions of the digestive tube; many serious
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and severe diseases of the stomach and bowels, as well as some affec-
tions of the liver, kidneys and skin. In some forms of aphthe,
accompanied by vomiting or diarrbeea, and that condition of the
alimentary mucous membrane characterized by an aphthous exuda.
tion extending from the mouth to the anus. This condition is often
seen in children and nursing women, and vulgarly known as “thrush.”
In this affection ] should advise the lower dilutions of the tincture
of the plant. After this, Hydrastis, Rhus vernix, Borax, and Arsen-
icum or Tartar emetic may be tried. In weakly subjects Phosphoric
and Sulphuric acids will prove useful. Chblorate of Potassa is
an admirable remedy in some cases. Sea-sickness and the severe
vomiting of pregnancy will be benefitted by the medium dilations of
the tincture of the dried root. Itis useful in the vomiting which
arises from fright, over indulgence in ices, fruits, ete., or from the
effects of acrid mattera in the stomach, such as large doses of Ipecac,,
Antimony, Lobelis, ete. In Cholera morbus and Cholera infantum
we have abundant proof of its utility. I kave known it to cure these
affections after the usuzl remedies had entirely failed. In such eon-
ditions, if the evacuations be acid in their nature, the acidity should
be corrected by small gquantities of Carbonate of Soda or Maguesia,
otherwise the prompt curative effects of the Euphorbium will not
appear. This is a point too often ignored by homeopathic physicians.
Habpemann tanght that these chemically altered conditions of the
fuids were the result of actuel acid fermentation of the contents of
the stomach and intestines, and must be met by remedies which act
‘in & chemical manner, Many remedies, apparently well chosen, will
not act beneficially -in such conditions, but act promptly after their
removal, the acid in guch cases antidoting, perhaps deatroying, its
medicinal principle. In‘acute enteritis, gastritis, and other inflamma-
tory diseases of thée gastric and intestinal mucous membrane, I should
consider it admirably indicated, if the other symptoms correspond.
In toxieal doses it mndoubiedly causes active inflammation of their
structures, and then, instead of watery evacuations, we may have mu-
cus and bloody discharges, accompanied by pain and tevesmus, In
these diseases the higher dilutions would be preferable, The colligua-
tive dinrrhea of consumptive and typhoid patients may be benefitted
by this remedy, a8 also those ohstinate chronic diarrheeas which are
prevalent among soldiers in camps, and are probably caused by bad
food and worse water, It will undoubtedly prove useful in many of
the diseases of children, such asaympathetic or irritative fever, worm
fever, in fact, all febrile action when caused by irritation of the bow-
els. Dr. Coesays: “We value it exceedingly in the treatment of
the indigestion of children, and for the removal of all that train of
eymptoms which is usnally supposed to indicate the presence of
worms. Theae are, loss of appetite, or it may be variable, voracious
at times, and none atothers, Exrred tongue, feverishness, foetid breath,
bloating of the stomach, constipation, or, on the contrary, a trouble-
eome diarrhaea, emaciation, peevishness, wakefuluess, ete.” In such
cases I have the heat effects from the first decimal trituration of the
root-bark, or the third tritoration of the Euphorbin., But Santonine
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is the most reliable specific. ~Finally, it may prove useful in some of
the exanthemas, such as eczema, pustular ring.-worm, erysipelas, and
milk crust of children when associated with diarrheea. 1do not know
whether its internal administration will cause its peculiar effects on
the skin; my experiments were not carried far enough tfo test the
matter. ‘We may aafely suppose, however, that it may thus act, simi-
larly to Croton, Rhus, and Tartar-emetic. In all affections of the
skin, its external use as a lotion, corate or glycerole, should accom-
pany its internal administration. I earnestly solicit a trial of its
remedial virtues in the mentioned diseases, and careful provings on
healthy persons, and the lower animals.

Euphorbia corollata in Dysentery.—A physician writes:* “ A
few years ago, we had agreat deal of diarrhewea among all classes, and
gome of the cases proved very obstinate and did not yield readily to
the ordinary remedies. My student told me that some of the old

hysicians of Detroit had, the year before, used what be called Spurge,
Fa speeies of the Euphorbia) with the most gratifying results. Hs
found the plant and made a tinciure of the top of the plant and used
it, empirically of course, Two or three drops of the mother tineture
in half a glass of water was the preparation used. I never found
anything aet 8o like a charm, curiog all the obstinate and difficult
cages, I gave some to my friends and they were delighted with ita
effects. Unfortunately I broke my bottle containing the tineture, and
am all ont. We have a dysenteric diarrhea prevailing here which
gives us much trouble, as it does not yield to ordinary treatment, st
least not satifactorily. 1am not sufficiently acquainted with the Spurge
: tclplknow it when I see it, and | cap find no one here who knows it at
a .’,

FRASERA CAROLINENSIS,

(American Columbo)

Ansvocues.—Aletris, Cornus, China, Chelone, Hydrastis, Gentian,
Populus, Phosphoric Avid, Sulphuric Acid,

Boranicar Descriprion.—This is an indigenous plant, with a tri-
ennial, long, fusiform, horizontal, rugose and yellow root, with a
smooth, erect, solid, cylindrical or subquadrangular, succulent, dark
purple stem, from four to nine feet in height, one or twe inches in
diameter at the base. The legves are smooth, oblong, lanceolate,
acutish, sessile, feather-veined, entire or wavy, sub-comose, from
three to twelve inches by one to three, in whorls of four to six, rarely

* Homoopathic Observer, 1365,
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opposite and decreasing in size as they approach the summit. The
Alowers are tetrematous, (in 4s,) an inch’ and a quarter in diameter,
{ellowish-white or greenish yellow, with brown-purple dots, and a
arge purple pit or gland near the base, bordered by astrongand even
fringe, and interminal, compound, pyramidal, leafy or bracteated,
verticillate panicles. Calyz deeply four-parted, segments acute,
shorter than the oblong obtuse-like petals.  Corolls wheel shaped.
Stamens four, shorter than the corolla, alternating with its segments.
Filaments subrelate ; anthers large, oblong. ursatile, yellow; ovary,
oblong, attenuated into a short style ; stigmas, bifid, distinct; cap-
sule or fruit, oval, compressed, acuminated with the persistent style,
yellowish; sceds, few, large, imbricated, elliptical, wing-margined.
This plant grows West of the Alleghanies, on the borders of lakes,
and in rich soils in the Middle and Southern States, bearing flowers
in June and Fuly, which, however, together with the stems, are uot
developed until the third year ; the root-leaves, in the meantime, only
being visible. The part used is the 700, which should be gathered
in Qctober and November, of the second year of the plant, or in
March or April of its third year. Tt is hard, fusiform and wrinkled ;
as met with in the shops they are in dried, transverse slices, with a
brown epidermis, slightly tinged with red, yellow cortex and a spongy,
straw-colored centre. Its taste is bitter and slighdy saccharine, and
its properties are taken up by wine, water, or alcohol of specific grav-
ity of 0.985. This root has been mistaken for that of Columbe, (Coe-
culus palmaris, Africa,g but it may be distinguished from the latter,
which, on account of the starch it conteins, sirikes a blue color with
tineture of Todine, while the American plant undergoes no change of
color. A transverse scction of Columbo shows a series of concentrie
circles, with diverging lines, which are absent in the American root,
This is one of the bandsomest native plants of America, I have
seen it in the glades of Ohio and Michigan, ten or twelve feet high,
with a pyramid of crowded flowers, four or five feet long, but they
have no odor, It belongs to the order Gentiznuces, but it is the only
species of the genus, According to Rafinesque, however, who
was a close observer, it affords a few varieties, namely : Opposit-
eplia, Undulata, Pauciflora, Angustifolia, their pames expressing
their deviations.

Oericinar Preeararions,—(1). Tincture of the fresh root. (2).
Tinetures and triturations of the dried root. (3). Dilutions.

Mepicar History.—The first physicians who used this root, sup-
posed it would be used a9 a substitute for the foreign Columbo. Bat
wot finding it as powerful, they let it fall into disuse. Being allo-
pathic, they were ignorant of the means of ascertaining its medicinal
qnalities, In the hands of homeeopathists it may prove a valuable
remedy.

It is known to be emetic and cathartic when fresh, and said to be
“tonie, anti-septic and febrifuge when dry.”’ It would be well to
make the proving with the fresh root, that we might know all the
gualities of the medicine. Rafinesque says it is equal to Gentignand
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REubarb in diseases of the stomach and debility, “It has cured a
wide-spread gangrene of the lower limbs by its internal use and ex-
ternal application, when bark had failed.” He also says it is nseful
in dnzermittents, and extensively used in domestic practice for fevers,
colics, nausea and relaxed stowach and bowels. “As a purgative, it
is substituted for shubard, particularly for children and pregnant
women,¥ and it has the advantage of not heating the body. Cold water
i3 2aid to add to its efficacy, and prevent nausea or omesis. A tea-
spoonful in hot water and sugar will give immediate relief in caae of
heavy food loading a weak stomach.” King merely allades to it a9 a
gimple tonie, in doses of twenty or thirty grains of the powdered
root.

‘Wood, King’and Scudder merely copy Rafinesque’s account of
this plant.

¢ asgerts that- Fraserin is tonie, stimulant and mildly astrin-
gent, and is useful in indigestion, debility, diarrhea, night-sweats,
hysteria and gravelly disorders, *It is exceedingly useful in the
convalencing stages of fevers, diarrhwa, cholera infantum, and in all
cages when the system hae been exhausted by colliquative discharges.
’*I * (Colliquative diarrheas are frequently cured with Fraserin
oleum.”

These sre all vague and bald generalities, of very littla use to
the accurate physician of any school, and of less use to the homeeo-
pathician, It remains for some member from our school to institute
Erovings with thiz plant. It will not rank as & pelychrest, probably,

ecause its range of action is teo limited; but its pathogenesis may
show it to be indicated in some derangements for which we have not
now the specific.

*Medies]l Botany.

GALIUM

(Cleavers.)

Anavoouss.— Agave, Cannabis sativa, Chimaphila, Eupatotium
purp—(or Ulmaes fulp.,, Althaa officinalis, etc.)

Botanicat. Descriprion.—Galium aparine is decreed by medical
writers to be the officinal plant of this genus. Rafinesque says “many
other species are probably medicinal, but we only use the Galium
aparine and G. verum common in woods, trailing, rough, with white,
lateral flowers and rough seeds.” This description, however, will
only apply to the former species, as the latter has yellow flowers and
smooth seeds. The two apecies above mentioned are the only ones
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which have eight leaves in a wherl, Gray thioks it “doubtfal if the
G. Aparine is truly indigenous in our distriet.”” And the G. verum
was certainly brought here from Europe. Only six species of Galinm
are mentioned by Gray, as indigenous to the United States. Rafin.
esque, however, says we have ** twenty or more species in North Amer.
jea.,” He thinks the (. aparine and G. verum comwon to Europe
and America. We prefer to follow Gray as the latest authority, and
arrange the species a8 follows :

G, Aparine, with white flowers, rough seeds, leaves eight in a
whorl, (Europe—perhaps indigenous.)

G. Verum, with yellow flowers, amooth seeds, leaves eight in a
whorl. (Europe—not indigenous.)

. Aspullum, flowers white, small leaves in whorls of six, or
4.5 on the branchlets, froit usually smooth.

&, Coneinnum, flowers white, leaves aff 1o whorls of six, fruit
smooth, stems not turning black in drying, like the rest.

(The two last species most nearly resemble, in medicinal effect,
the two former.)

G. Pilosum, flowers dull purple or brown, leaves in fours, oval,
one inch long.

G. Circezans, (Wild Liquorice,) leaves in fowrs, oval. This
apecies has sweel leaves, tasting like liquorice, and aceording to Prof.
Tully, contains liquorice-sugar.

. Lanceolatum, also called wild liquorice, very much resembles
the last.

G. Latifolium, with purple flowers, smooth fruit, and leaves in

ours,

The European species naturalized in this country are the G. tri-
fidum, (var, tinctoriom,) G, trifolium, (sweet scented bedstraw,) and
(. Boreale. Rafinesque says *“the G. Tinctorium and G. Boreale,
called Sawyan, in Canada, are useful plants. The creeping red roots
dye a beautiful red, like madder, with acids. The Indians use them
for their beautiful red dye.” He denies ihe statement of Culpepper
and Scheff, that the juice of the plant and flowers will coagulate
milk. The bones of animals who eat the plant are said to be colored
similar to that caused by madder, (Galium belongs to the madder.
family of plants.)

Historv, Uses, erc.—This plant is common to Europe and Amer.
ica, growing in cultivated grounds, moist thickets, and slong banks of
rivers, and flowering from June till September. Its root consists of
a few hair-like fibres, of a reddish color. In the green state some of
these plants have an unpleasant odor, others rather ihe contrary ; 2l
are inodorous when dried. They have an acidulous, astringent and
bitter taste. They have not been ihoroughly analyzed, but
chlorie acid, galli-tannie acid, citric acid, starch, ete., have been
detected in the G. aparine and . verum. The former contains the
most eitrie, while the latter holds the most galli-tsnnic acid,  Accord.
ing to King all the species of this genus, possess similar medieinal
virtnes. This seems to be the opinion of Scudder, Beach and other
Eclectic writers. Such generalizations, however, will not be accepted
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by the Homeopathic school of medicine. In order to meet the re-
quirements of a seientific Materia Medica, each species of any genus
of plauts should be studied by itsell. Their constituent elements
differ as is shown in the analysis, and their medical effects must also
differ. This plant was well known to the older English writers, and
was used in domestic practice centuries ago. 8ir John Hill says the
expressed juice of G. aparine is an anti-scorbutic; and Old Culpep-
per says both the yellow and white colored bedatraw are *“herbs of
Venus, and therefore strengthen the parts which she rales.” He then
recommends it to “break the stone, provoke urine, stay inward bleed-
ings,’” and elso good for ulcers, scalds, burns, ete.

In Weod’s Dispensatory we read, “The expressed juice is said to
be aperient, diuretic and anti-scorbutic, and bas been used in dropsy,
congestion of the spleen, scrofula and scorbutic eruptions, In the
last compluint it has been thought peculiarly useful, Three ounces of
the juice may be taken twice a-day.” This is all the ‘regular’ has to
say about the Galinm, Ou the other hand, the old Botanies, and more
recently Eclectics, appear to value it highly.

Dr. Smith, (“Botanic Physician,” page 90) says “Cleavers is one
of the most valuable diuretics that our country produces; an exzcel-
lent and speedy medicine in all suppressions of the urine and grav-
elly complaints, and is a powerful discutient, It has been found
beneficial in the cure of scurvy and spitting of blood. It is an
admirable remedy in gravelly disorders, often curing them entirely,
alope. It seems to possess a solvent power over the stone or gravel,
crumbling it inte 2 sandy substance, so that it is discharged without
difficulty. In inflammatory affections of the kidneys aud bladder the
Cleavers infusion is particularly applicable, from its cooling as well
as diuretic quality. It gives great relief in the scalding of the clap.”
Dr. Beach says essentially the same, also advising it when “obstruc.
tions exist from cold and slimy substances in the kidneys and blad-
der, effectually closing the passages.” This may sonnd oddly to
the modern physician, bat the Botanics were always unique in their
pathological views.

Dr. King (Dispensatory, page 432,) seems to disagree with Beach,
for he says it is contra-indicated in diseases of the biadder and kid-
neys of a passive character, on acconnt of its refrigerant and sedative

ects on the system ; but that it may be used freely in fevers and
acute diseases. He recommends it in suppression of urine, calculous
affections, inflammation of the kidneys and bladder, and dysuria.
The G. aparine is particolarly referred to, but Eclectic physicians
use all kinds indiscriminately.

Dr. Scudder (Materia Medica,) repeats the above, and adds that
it “invariab]y inereases the flow of urine, and removes its acridity.”
It is also advised as an external application in prickles, iteh, scrofu.
lous tumors, ulcers, ete.

The above testimony is about as clear as we can expect from
Allopathic sources, With an utter disregard of the probable differ-
ence in medical properties of plants of the same genus, they deem
it trivial to distinguish the effects of one from another. The early
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Botanies were ignorant of proger diagnosis, and the later Eelectics
too careless of the matter, and we have therefore only loose data
upon which to build any recommendation of these plants. It is to be
regretted that some really secientific, observing physician has not
investigated the physiclogical and curative effects of one species of
the Gaﬁum, giving 1t alone in some variety of urinary disorder. This
work remains for some intelligent physician of the new school, who
should make a2 physiologica.ldproving of each apecies, or of one of the
most important. This would give us reliable indications for the use
of the remedy in disease. Even if it had been properly used in
disease, we might know what kind of calculus it was good for. and
what symuptoms called for its use in urinary disorders. In the absence
of any pathogenetic or ¢linical experience such as we desire, we can
only suggest the use of (alinm empirically at present.

The &. aparine seems to be the best adapted in inflammatory and.
scorbutic affections, on account of the greater amount of juice which
it contains, and from the fact that such juice containg a large quantity
of acid, (Citric.) The G. aspullum and concinnum are probably its
analogues. :

The (1. verum is probably more useful in eases of hamorrhage
from the urinary or other organs, becanse it contains a large amount
of Galli-tanoic acid,

The G. tinctorium is said to be “nervine, anti-spasmodie, expecto-
rant, and diaphoretic,” and has been used with benefit in asthma,
bronchitis, congh, ete, If either of the species of Galium had any
specific effect upon the respiratory organs, such effect would seem to
belong to the G. circmzans, on account of the liguorice-sugar which
it ia said to contain,

Hom@oraTHio APPLICATION.—As before mentioned, we have no
provings of these plants, but from considerable observation of their
use in domestic practice snd some clinical ezperience of my own,I
may be able to deduce some definite conclusions,

While engaged in an extensive country practice, I often observed
that the cold infusion was drank freely by fever patients, especially
if any scalding or burning during micturation was complained of.
At first, I disliked to bave them use it in comneetion with homceo-
pathic remedies, but I have found its use s0 general, and the idea of
its mild curative powers so engrafted into the minds of the people,
that it was a difficult matter to proseribe it. I have mever noticed
that its use interfered in any way with the action of homeopathic
medicines. In order to test, in a practical mamper, its alleged use-
fulness in uripary affections, I have often selected cases of simple
dysuria, strangury, suppression, ete., depending on uierine irritation,
or o cold, and prescribed the cold infosion, (see Dosk,) in alternation
with blank powders or pellets. "In this way I have gained some cor-
rect ideas of its sphere of action, It seemed to me particularly use-
ful in the dysuria and suppression of urine in young children, from
colds, or when it was attended with apthae, or what might be called a
seorbutic gtate of the system ; also in the strangury of women from
uterine disease, hmmorrhoids, or irritable bladder.. It seemed to be
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useful in the strangury and scanty urine in rheumatic fever, and in
the irritable bladder (from prostatic disease,) in old men. Dr. Ken-
dall, a homeopathic physician, reports io me two cases which show
clearly its curative action :

(1.) A young child had been troubled with painful dysuria for
several days. Every attempt at urination was accompanied with cries
and screams. A weak infusion of Galium 3rd was given, and in less
than an hour the child urinated profusely and without pain,

(2.) An old man bad been troubled for months with intensely
painful dysuria, frequent incffectual urging, scanty discharge, ete.
He was directed to drink a pint a day, of a cold infusion. Ina few
days he reported himself cured.

Beveral similar cases have been reported to me by physicians and

lay members of the school. I think the G. asprellum is the tineture

enerally used, as the G. aparine does not grow zo abundantly in the
est,

OrriciNAL PreParaTiON.—In genera] practice the cold or warm
infusion is usually used. All writers agree that this is the most
eligible method, because heat destroys or dissipates the medicinal
virtuea of the plant. The herb, (the root is not used,) should be
placed in cold or tepid water and allowed to stand for two hours.
Three or four ounces to one quart of water is the usual proportions.
It is sometimes swectened, The expressed juice has been used,
accordiog to Wood, three ounces twice a day.  King advises the in-
spissated juice, one or two drachws three times a day. I do not
koow if alcohol injures its medicinal qualities, but it is. probable, as
alcoho} acts on some vegetable juices mueh in the same manner as
heat ; if not, an equal or one-fourth part of alcobol might be added to
the expressed juice to form & mother tinecture. I would, however,
advise the following method of preparing this remedy for homaeo-
pathic use, in cases when the énfuston was not acceptable, or when
the physician could not rid himself of antiguated prejudices suff-
ciently to use it. Mix together equal quantities, by weight of the
cold expressed juice and sugar of milk ; triturate until the mass s
perfectly dry. It may then be put up in close bottles.

: 0SE.—I am aware that 1 am treading upon disputed ground
when I advise the use of unfusions of vegetable remedies. But if it
is right and better for our patients to use such a preparation, we
should not hesitate, Moreover, do we not advize eold infusions of
Ulmus falva, Flax.seed, Althwa, all of which are mild, medicinal
substances, Haboemann, iv the early part of his homwmopathic prac.
tice, used infusions, and he distinetly advises the use of infusions of
plants of small medicinal power, when we desire to prove such
plants, (See "Lesser Writings,””) I am aware that some physicians
would prefer to prove eveo this medicine in the attenuations, In this
way, “itchiog of the elbows and nose”--“drawing in the fingers’—
“slight vertigo after smoking the sixth pipe;” or even “uvpleasant
dreams while lying on the back,” might be noticed, but nothing which
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could sbow us the real sphere of action of the remedy. T do not
deny that certain potemt or inert drugs may be proven in attenu-
ated quantities, but remedies similar to the Galiam cannot, He who
would prove this plant should, without altering his mode of life,
drink 2 wine glass of the ordinary infusion, four or six times daily,
for o week or more,

In disease, I would advise the cold infusien in the complainis
enumerated above, in which it has been found useful, it may be
taken in tablespoonful doses every one, two, or three hours; or the
powders prepared as above, may be preseribed in doses of five or ten
grains at short intervals,

It seems to be primardy homeeopathic to passive, torpid condi.
tions of the urinary apparatus. In such cases the 3d triturations
may be found curative.

The iofusion should be made with the fresk plant, when obtain-
able, aa the dried possesses less power. Children may be made to
take it readily by adding sugar and cream, or milk, to the infusion.

The following clinical record of theuse of Galium in Cancer, ete.,
is taken from the British Journal of Homceeopathy, Vol. XXIII, page
139, (1865.)

Hard Nodulated Tumor of the Tongue, apparently of a Cancerous nature, whick
disappeared under the wae of Galium aperinum, by F. A, Balley, F. R. 8. C,

Jane C—, a martied woman, =t. 60, residing at Ramsbury, in Wiltshire, was
admitled into the hospital April 5th, 1864, on account of a hard, firm, somewhat
circumscribed tumor of about the size of a boy's marble flattened, imbedded in the
substance of the tongue, on the right side, about an inch from its apex, which had
been gradually increasing im size since she first observed it, five weeks before,
when it was about ae large as a hemp seed.

The upper surface waa nodulated and uneven, and the swelling generally had
the appearance and feel of a scirrthoua formation in the organ. It had all along
been extremely painful, s0 much so as entirely to prevent her eleeping at night; it
wae exquieitely tender to the touch when handled, and latterly she had experi-
enced a throbbing, beating pain in it, which had induced her to think it was about
to burst. There was no appearance of ita having been caused by injury to the
tongue through a decayed tooth. She had alwaye been in the habit of living tel-
erably well, but had been suffering a good deal from general debility and languor
for aome time before the commencement of the swelling. Her countenance did
not indicate any peculiar cachectic condition of the system, and there was no hie-
tory of any hereditary cancerous taint in her family. The tumor had increased
rather rapidly lately, and she wae quite unable to masticate solid food on accuunt
of the pain it induced, which had added much to her original weakneas.

She wase ordered to have strong cold beef-tea frequently during the day for
diet, with a pint of porter daily, and to take the following medicine ::—R. Extract
Galii Aperini Solidi, two ounces ; Aque Ad. half pound. M. ft, extract fuid. Of
this extrect a drachm and a half was given twice a day in a wineglassful of water.*

* An 1fent preparation of the tly expreesed juice may be procured of Mr. Ayecough
Thompson, the emﬂ:enl t pharmaceutical che':n{_st. of thswell Street, Finsbury., The doveis
from one to two drachms of the fuid extract in a wineglassful of water or new milk two or
three times a day,
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She wans also ordered to use the above mixture as a warm lotion to the mounth sev-
vral times during the day, keeping it in the mouth for some time during each appli-
cation.

A month after her admission she had completely recovered from the languor
and debility under which she had previously been suffering ; her face, instead of
being pallid and zallow, had recovered a healthy and somewhat florid appearznce,
which was natural to her; the painin the tumor had been gradually diminishing,
and the tumor itself had become so much reduced in size as to be scarcely discerni-
ble to the touch, and as she was now able to take solid foed without discomfort
aml with an appetite, she was at the end of five weeks, discharged from the hospi-
tal, A fortnight afterwards, baving coutinued the remedies prescribed, she pre-
sented herself as an out-patient, when it was found that the tumor had entirely
disappeared, and the tongue had recovered its natural structure and appearance.

There are, doubtless, some swellings occasionally occurring in the tongue
which are of a comparativeiy innocent nature, and which usually give way to very
simple treatment. Professor Fergusson, in his © Epitome of Surgery,” speaking
on this subject; remarks,—* Sometimes it is necessary te remove portions of the
tongae for suppesed scirrhous indurations or cancerous ulcers. Before, however,
resorting to mutilations of this organ, it will be weil to ascertain the effect of vari-
ous local remedies and of constitutional treatment in such cases. The mucous
membrane here sympathises in a remarkable manner with functional derangement
of digestive organs, and often, when il may be least expected, a change of treat-
ment will avert all cause of alarm,” It might be thought that such was the case
in the present instance; but there was something about the appearance of the
swelling—its density and painful nature from the beginning, and ite nodulated sur-
face—which led me to believe that it must either have beena true scirrhousjforma-
tion in the part, or an epithelial growth of unusualj hardness (sither of which
might have become equally dangerous by deatructive ulceration), especially as [
wag afterwards informed by the patient that an experienced practitioner in the
town where she lived had considered her disease to be of a malignant character,
and had recommended her to apply for admission into the Cancer Hospital, for the
purpose of its more effectual treatment by operation ot otherwise.

The Galium aperinum, or cleavers has long been emploved as a popular rem-
edy in cancerous affections. Some years ago Dr. Wynn directed the attention of
the profession to the remarkable effects he had observed from its use in the treat-
ment of somne inveterate cutaneous affections which had come under bis notice,
and related sevoral cases in the Medical Times and Gazette, which clearly showed
that it was a remedy of considerable efficacy in such diseases, and morefrecently
Dr. Ogle has published some interesting cases of epilepsy in which its employment
had been followed by the most successful results. Like many other recent vege--
table juices, it appears to have the power of correcting that peculiar dyscrasy ot
the blood which is found to prevail more or less in all cades of cancerous disease,
whatever form it may assume, acting, I supposs, in the same manner as the same
kind of remedy seems to act in scurvy, by altering and improving the disintegrated
and broken-down condition of the blood which always accompanies that disease,
and restoring to it its natural healthy state.

I have for jnany years past been in the habit of employing this remedy in the
treatment of cancerous affections of different kinde in my hospital practice, and
have not failed to observe that in some cases it has seemed to favor the production
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of healthy granulations on the ulcerated surface, whilst in others complete cicatri-
sation has ensued, and having performed operations for the extirpation of some
tumors under these favorable circumstances, I have reason to believe that in these
instances the disease has not returned, at least to my knuwledge, the patient hav-
ing, of course, peracvered in the use of a remedy for a considerable lime after the
operatjon ; and although I do not consider that the remedy is capable in every case
of effecting the resorption or removal of already existing cancerous deposits, I still
believe, from what I have obeerved, that it has the power of suspending, or at least
modifying, in some measure, the cancerous action going on in the system, and thus
placing the patient in a fore favorable position for the performance of an opera-
tion for the removal of the local disease, either by the knife or the application of
caustic. [t appears to me to be quite contrary to Teason to expect that an opera-
tion can be certainly, or even commonly successful, when performed while the can-
cerous action is proceeding unchecked in the system ; and as, according to our
present knowledge on the subject, we are not in possession of any certain means
of arresting ita constitutional progress, it is not surprising that the disease should
80 frequently return, either in the part itself, in the neighboring glands, or in some
organ at a distance predisposed by some accidental irritation te become the seat of
a cancervus deposit,

That Nature occasionally exercises a power of arresting or suspending the
cancerous action in the system for a long period, and even altogether, the recorls
of surgery fully prove, and it is not too much to hope that sooner or later some
remedy may be discovered which may be capable of imitating the operations of
Nature in this respect,;and that thus a class of cases hitherlo deemed to be almost
beyond the resources of our art, may ultimately become amenable to some rational

. mode of constitutional treatment. —Medical Times and Gazette, July 30, 1864,

GELSEMINUM SEMPERVIRENS,

{Yellow Jessamine.)

ANavocues.—Aconite, Hthuse, Belladonna, Cunnabis tndica
Gymnocladus, Lachnanthes, Luaurccerasus, Optwm, Stramonium,
Veratrum wviride, Wourari, (Chloroform.)

Botanicar Descriprion.—This plant is likewise koown by
the nawe of Field Jessamine and Woodbine, it is the Big-
nonta Sempervivens of Linosgus, and the Gelseminum nitidum
of Michaux and Purch. It is named the Gelsemizm nitidum
by some authors. It has a twisting, smooth, glabrous stem,
with opposite, perennial, lanceolate, entire Jeaves, which are
dark above, pale beneath, and which stand on short petioles; the
Jiowers are yellow, haviog an agreeable but rather narcotic odor, and
stand on axillary peduncles. the calyz is very small, with fivesepals;
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the corolle is funnel-form, with 2 epreading border, and five lobes,
nearly equal; stamens, five ; pistils, two; cupswules, two-celled, com-
pressed, flat, two-partible; seeds flat, and attached to the marging of
the valves. The berries are black.

This is one of the most beautiful climbing plants of our Southern
States, ascending lofty trees, and forming festoons from ome tree to
another, and in its flowering season, in the early Spring, scenting the
atmogphere with its delicions odor. Ou aceount of its gorgeous yel-
low flowers, and the rich perfume which they impart, as well as the
deep shade it affords, it is extensively cultivated in the gardens of
the South, as an ornamental vine. It grows in the North as exotie.
1t begins to blossom about the first of March, aud its blossoming
peason lasts nntil the end of .May. The root is several feetin length,
with scattered fibres, and varies from two to three lines in diameter,
to nearly two inches. The internal part of the root is woody, and of
a light yellowish color, the external part or bark, in which the medie-
inal virtues are said principally to reside, is of a light snuff color,
and from half a line to three lines in thickness. :

A vine, the root of which is sometimes gathered for the Gelsemi-
nuam, resembles it very much in appearance, though it is of a lighter
eolor, and the outer bark is covered with white specks or marks some-
what similar to those on young cherry or peach limbs, and the lower
part of old vines becomes rough and have small tendrils that fasten
upon the bark of trees, and which are never seen on the Gelseminum,
The bark of the vine is also more briitle, and the leaves are always
oo long footatalks which are opposite, at the end of which are two
opposite leaves, almost exactly resembling the Aristolochia Serpen-
taria. The root is almost white, very tough, straight, and about the
gsame length of the medicinal root, and has a slightly bitter, disagree-
able, nauseous taste. I never saw any of the flowers, though they are
said to resemble the others in shape, but are swowy white, with a slighs
unpleasant odor. The plant ia called the White Poison Vine and
White Jessamine. .

I am thus particular in giving 2 correct deacription of this plant,
in order that there shall be no mistake about the mattes. Homeeo-
pathic pharmaceutists above all others, should be scrupulously care-
ful to prepare the medicines we use in their utmost purity. The
{zelseminum, more than any other vegetable remedy, demands the
most eareful preparation. It is not known to me whether the leaves
possess any medicinal qualities; but I should suppose from amalogy
that they possess as much comparative power as the leaves, ete., of
Aconite or Veratrum viride. R’he tineture made from the flowers is
comperatively inert.

Orricivar PreraraTions —Tinceture of the root; dilutions.

Mepicar. Historv.—The late Dr. C. H. Cleveland, of Cincinnati,
kindly favored me with the medical history of the Gelseminum, going
back {0 a remote time,

“Dodonmus wrote about the White Gelseminum under the name
of *Apiana,”” Martholus wrote also about the plant under the name
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of “Gelsaminum,” and also called it the Jassaminum vuigatis flora
albo. Crspar Baubino calls it the “white flowered Jassany.” John
Quincy, author of the “Complete English Dispensatory,” published
about two hundred years ago, also speaks of the White Jessamine.”

(This would seem to show that the Yellow Jessamine was not
knowu te the Old World. A plant possessing such remarkable prop-
crties could vot otherwise fail of notice, The White Jessamine is
found in America, but what its medical qualities are, save that it is
poisosous, I cannot ascertain from any authority to which I have
access.)

“A very good series of refereuces to the moderu literatare of the
Yellow Jassamine will be found on page 1415 of the last edition of
the U. 8. Dispensatory. My articles in the Charleston Medical Jour-
nal, 1847, page 189, and in the dmerican Medical Gazette, Volume
IV, page 154, will give all my views of its action. I am not positive,
but feel quite sure, that the Yellow Jessamine is a native of only the
Southern States,”

Dr. B, L. Hill, then Professor of Surgery in the Cleveland Hom-
wopathic College, was, in 1856, the first homwopathist to use and
recommend it. His previous connection with the Eclectic School as
Professor of Surgery, in the Cincinnati Eclectie College, probably
led to its use by him, The first uotice of it in homeopathic litera-
ture was made by the late James W. Metealf, M. D., of New York,
in Volume ITI, of the North American Journal of Homaeopathy.
Dr. J. 8. Doeglas noticed the drug in the appendiz to Dr. Hill's
“PDomestic Practice,” about the same time that the attention of the

rofession was called {0 it by myself in the ahove named journal.

r. Douglas soon followed by a fragmentary, but' suggestive proving,
in the first volume of the United States Journal of Homeopathy.
About the pame time I wrote a lengthy article on the “Use of Gel-
seminum in Fevers,” for the forthcoming vumbers of “Peters’ Prin-
ciples and Practice of Homeopathic Medicine,” but ai this date it
has not yet appeared. Dr, Peters has, however, noticed the remedy
in Vol. I, No. 3, page 212, of that work.

Dr. J. C. Morgan, of Illinois, communicated a partial proving to
Dr. Shipman, who published it in the April number, 1861, of his
Journal of Materia Medica.

ToxicorLogicar. Errecrs—We do not find auy well authenticated
report of any case of fatal poisoning from the use of Gelseminum,
and do uot know, therefore, what pathological changes it produces in
the human body.

Case 1,.—This is said by King to be the first known case of poi-
soning by Gelseminum, and that by it the plant was first brought
into netice. A planter on the Mississippi, while laboring under a
gevere attack of bilious fever, which resisted all the wsual remedies,
sent & servant into his garden to procure a certain medicinal root and
prepare an infusion ofit fo him to drink. The servant by mistake
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colleated another root, (the Yellow Jessamine,) and gave an infusion
of it to his master, who, shortly after swallowing some of it, was
siezed with the following—

Symgptoms :— Complete loss of muscular power ; was unable to
move a limb, or even to raise his eyelids, although he could hear and
waa cognizant of circumsianees transpiring around bim. His friends,
greatly alarmed, collected around him, watching the result with
much anxiety, and expecting every minute to see him breathe his
last. After some hours he gradually recovered, and wag astonished
to find that his fever bad left him.”"— (King’s Dispensatory.)

In this case no treatment was reported to have been given, yet
the man recovered perfectly, besides being rid of an obstinate fever,
No one can compare the above symptoms with those of Catalepsy,
without remarking the striking resemblance. It ought to prove a
specifie for that malady.

Case 2.—SBeveral deck hands of a steamer on the Mississippi
river, tapped a barrel of tincture Gelseminum which they supposed
to be whiskey., All who drank of it were more or less affecied.
The symptoms were about the same as in case 1. It was reporied
that two out of these three died, but Dr. H. H, Hill, who was
present, says they were saved by the employment of Quinine and
Capsicum, in large doses, asided by external stimulation.

He makes the following report of these cases: “In the sum.
mer of 1853, late in June or early in July, I had five barrels of
tineture of Gelseminum shipped from Vieksburg, ississippi. The
boat grounded on a sandbar, on the Ohio river, near night. I hap-
pened to see the barrcls on deck, they having been taken out of the
hold in shifting freight. I requested the mate to have the barrels
lowered again as they contained medicine, and it was not safe in
cage the hands should get at them. The noxt morning another
boat made it appearance, and the ocaptain told us we had better
get aboard of that boat, ag it was of light draught. As we were
getting aboard I heard two physicians say to the captain that
some of his men had been drinking aleohol or some poison, and
two or thre of them were about dead, They told the ecaptain to
give them an emetic. Being well convineed of what they had been
drinking, I told him not to do so, as they were already too much
relaxed, and that they needed astimulants, During the “pight,
they had opemed a barrel and drawn a bucket full, as I learned
from the men, and had drank it from tin cups, it was supposed
from half a piot to a pint each, They looked very much like
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dead men, their eyes were closed ; circulation very feeble; no
pulse perceptible; and breathing so low that it could bardly be
perceived at all. Two of the men were taken on board the
other boat, and the other three were left. I went up the river
with the two men and gave them stimulants, and iz less than
two hours they were able to walk, They recovered, When I
got 1o Lounisville, I learned that there was a statement in the
Louisville Journa/ that it was supposed that the three men who
were left bebind were dead, they having been left in an apparcotly
dying condition. Some three days afterward the boat got up, and
another statement appeared in the paper that stimulants had been
given to them and they had recovered.

Case 3.-—A lady aged 24, suffering from Typho;d Pnenmonia,
ook ten drops of tincture Gelseminum; in an hour, eleven more;
and in two hours after, twelve drops. Shortly afterwards appeared
the following—

Symptoms :—8he could not sec any one in t.he room, zlthough
persons stood close by the bed. Her eyes were wide open, pupils
dilated, pulse regular and full, skin natural and healthy in color,
feei gnd hands cold, Bhe seemed to know all that was going on;
described her symptoms ; said she felt faint; felt as though her
blood had ceased circulating, and that her head felt very light,

Treatment.—She was given a teaspoonful of Aromatic spirits of
Ammonia in water, and repeated tn fiftecn minutes. At the expi-
ration of half an hour, she said she felr perfectly well, complained of
no pain whatever; the fever was subdued, and in four days she
was quite able to rise from her bed.—(Dr. Lungren, of Frank-
lin, N, C)

Case 4.—Dr. B —, a practicing physician in one of the
upper counties of Georgia, while suffering from a severe nervous
toothache, took what he guessed was about thirty drops of the
tincture,

Symptoms.—In ten minutes he said, “I canuot see -you.” His
eyes were wide opev, pupil dilated; pulse eighty to ninety. He
attempted to walk, and staggered like one intozicated, (He was
immediately given a dose of Ipecac, as an emetic.) He wrote with
a peneil on paper, for he could net speak, “I am very sick, wish
to vomit but cannot.” In 3 few moments he vomited, but the
discharge passed through his nostrils. His hands and feet became
icy eold, pulse regular, eighty to ninety.

Treatment.—Warm bricks were applied to his feet, his hands




GELSEMINUM SEMPERVIRENS. 391

and ankles were chafed; strong Aqua Ammonia was placed to his
nose, and upon his chest. In an hour he was shle to speak, The
next day e complained of being very faint; took aromatic spirits of
Awmmonia, and the next day rode home, a distance of tweaty-three
miles. It is needless to say the toothache left him —[Ib.)

Case 5 —A conviet in the N. H. State Prison swallowed one-
and-a-half onnces of the fluid extract, with intent to poison him-
self. The effects were, great prostration, nausea and vomiting, di-
lated pupils, inability to speak or move, coldness of the surface, feeble
pulse, ete. The effects passed off, with proper antidotes, in about
twenty-four hours.—Dr. Pattee, in Tilden's Journal,

In this case we observe nausea and vomiting, which is a rare
effect of the drug.

Case 6.—In one case, a lad of twenty seven years of .age
swallowed six finid drachms of the tincture without any permanent

- injury?—{(Dr, Ling.)

Case 7.—*Ten o fifteen grains of the bark,” says Dr. Tully, *has
been known to kill a person twelve years of age,” He does not
record the symptoms.

Anmipores.—Unless the person is seen immediately after the
dreg is taken emetics, it is said, are not safe or advisable, on
aceount of the additional prostration they may cause. In fact, none
but the most stimulating emetic substances would have any effect
upon a stomach paralyzed by a large dose of Gelseminum, Proba-
bly, the best emetic remedy is mustard, a teaspoonful of the ground
geed in half a cup of warm water. Ammonia is a valuable anti-
dote to the prostrating effects of the drug, as also are Quinine,
Capsicum and Brandy. Dr. King states that a piece of commeon.
coarse salt, about the size of a pea, chewed and swallowed, will
produce 2 restoration in five or ten minutes in many iustances. A
spoonfu] of salt and water may be given, if the patient be too weak
or insepsible to chew it. Electro-magoetism is a powerful antidote
to its paralyzing influence. Inbad cases it should be persevereingly
used. ~ A strong preparation of Xanthoxylum would prove a reli-
able stimulating antidote. The homeopathic antidotes against the
primary symptoms of prostration , etc., are Aconite, Veratrum vir,,
Veratrum albuw, Arsenicum album, Secale, Chloroform, Carbe veg.,
and China, Against its specific effects on the head and eyes, Opinm,
Belladonna, Stramonium, Hyoscyamus, Agaricus andSpigelia are in-
dicated in small quantities, The proper aatidotes to its secondary
gymptoms, convalsive, spinal, ete., are Nux vom., Ignatia, Msculus
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glabra, Cuprum, Agaricus and Mthusa. The warm bath, mustard to
the extremities, and cool applications to the head and spine would be
valuable palliative means,

PROVINGS,

For the following interesting proving we are indebted to Jomn C,
Morean, M. D, of Philadelphia:

I have at various times, when in health, taken a few pellets, sat-

‘urated with the mother tinctare, dry on the tongue. No symptoms,
except some fullness of the anterior part of the head, felt within a
few minutes after each dose, and soon disappearing.

April 3d, or rather April 4th,—(i. e, being sometime after mid-
night, and just before going to bed,) took four drops of the mother
tincture on the tongue. In fiftcen minutes, a stitch traversing the
eyelids on the right side, vertically ; afterwards, a sense of contrac-
tion in the sealp, in the centre of the forehead. Sound sleep until 8
A, M, On rising, took again four drops; and at 11 a, m., four drops.
Insufficient stool at 10 a. m. Walking, and other exercise, easily in-
duced perapiration. Evacuation of flatulence, both ways, frequently.
At noon, slight heartburn, and pain at the cavdia, whilst riding, At
8 p. u,, took four drops. At 1l, p,m., fine drops. Afternoon and
evening, some irritability of the right testis, and, afterwards, drag-
ging pain in the same, extending to both groins and the hypogastrium,
followed by escape of flatus and relief of the pain. At 11% 2. M,
movements of flatus in the lower bowels, slight, colic-like feeling, as
if the bowels would be moved, and eructations of wind and bland
fiuid. Intense, but transient itching of smzll points on the face, and
at the edge of the hair, on the forehead, right side, and elsewhere
on the scalp,  Itohing about the elbows and forearms. Aching in
the left rectus femoris muscle, and drawing in the right calf, Sneez-
ing, followed by tingling and sense of fullness in the nose. At 12,
F. M., took six drops. Sound sleep until 7, a. m.; difficult, weary
waking,

April 5th.— After arising, took seven drops. General vivacity.
At breakfast, dull ache on the right side of the head; gastric oppres-
sion ; had to loosen the waistbands, after which, colie-like sensation
to the left of the navel, as if a stool would shortly be passed. After
breakfast, vertiginous sensation (transiently,) followed by confused
vision, especially of distant objects ; and, when turning the eyes, the
sense of sight is tardy in following the movement, things appearing
for several seconds to be blurred, and the eye remaining unfized in
its new direction, but no sensation of gauze or film. This symptom
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attended a tardy convalescence from a fever {not treated by Gelsemi-
num except the first day,) last year, coutinuing for a week, relieved
by Nux vowiea 3d, in part, and finally cured by Aconite 3d. It is
accompanied by a disposition to partially close the eyes, as if to steady
the balls by the pressure of the orbiculares palpebrarum museles,
At 11, a. u, baving put off the usuzl defecation, bad a slow stool,
leaving a sensation of more remaining to be passed, and of abdominal
repletion, The visual confusion gradually wore off by night, no
more medicine being taken. Sound sleep most of the night.

April 6th—In the morning at 8 o'¢cloek, took of a new epecimen,
five drops, (teneral vigorous feeling. After breakfast, a good stool.
afterwards, a very marked renewsal of the confusion of sight, with
heavy looking eyes. Found this symptom much less when holding 2
finger vertically beyond the nose—also when either eye is closed.
When reclining, some languor and drowsiness (just before a heavy
shower). On rising, a dull pain in the occiput, and slight tendency
to throbbing in the right side of the head. Previously, (at break-
fast,) a transient and slight cutting pressure on the left side. The
- confusion of sight may be compared with that produced by aleohol.
Sowme heat and dryness of the hands at 10, 4. m. Pulseat 11, 4, u,,
when sitting, 76. Afternoon, languor and drowsiness, on reclining
for the purpose of study. Slept an hour, and on being aroused, felt
at_first unwilling to move, eyes transiently bloodshot. After stirring
stirring around awhile, less languor. Ou lying down awhile, pulse
54 t0 60 ; when sitting up, 64 to 68. Hands, especially the palms,
felt hot and dry. Evening, pulse 72 when sitting—always full and
strong, as ususl. The confusion of sight again diminished. . Aftor
supper, a second stool, (consistent). Wakeful until after 1 a. w., with
desire to study. Earlier, pain behind the fifth rib to the left of the
sternum, from flatus—relieved by eructation. Irritation of smal
apots on the mucous surface of the prepuce, with surrounding conges-
tion. Sound sleep the last part of the night, and weary waking,

April Tth—At 10, 4. m., took five drops.  Within a few minutes,
a stool, at first consistent, then papescent, bilious, homogeno us—pre-
ceded all the morning by flatulence. No farther symptoms. At two
F. M. took seven drops, At 8 o'clock, being in a draughty church,
felt a drawing aching about the left elbow for a quarter of an hour.
At four o'clock swallowed a dessert spoonful of red wine. Directly
after, for tha first time to-dzy, a return of the confusion of sight. last
ing but an hour, but so extreme that it seemed that some one must
suspeot inebriation.  Previously, depression of spirite, with dull,
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neertain pains in the head. Coincident with the intoxicated feeling
astralgia and colic. During the evening, colic-like pains below the
avel, extending to the testes, and cansed by flatua, being relieved by
its expulsion.

April 8th—At 8, a. M., took eight drops. Sight more or less
confused all day. At 11, cardlalgla, when riding. Dullaess of the
head ; satool afser breakfast of a deep, yellow color, {papescent.} At
3, r. M., whilst reading sxciting pews, a transient chilliness in the
upper half of the body, especially the back and nape of the neck.
At 114 took nine drops. At 124, rising of tasteless, semi-solid mat-
ters in the cesophagus, with flatus and a sense of something lodged
therein, slightly painful, whilst sitting at study. Sound sleep.

Aprél 9th, a. m.—Discovered a sore pimple on the left side of the
peck. Took ten drops in water. Exeiting news caused, apparently,
an urging to stool. Stool the same ag yesterday. Dull pain in the
right side of the head ; a transient, cramping pain in the inner part
of the thigh when walking, Eye-symptoms as before. At 5L P. u,,
took fifteen dropa, In anm hour, rbeumatic pains in the right knee
and left side of the neck—the Iatter when lying down, the former
when walking—soon passed off,  The confusion of sight much ia-
creased during the evening. At 94, sneezing and dull headache
continual cardialgia and eructations when sitiing; putse 72. The
pimple is sore, and has an areola embracing the diameter of a pea,
quite red and inflamed. Such eruption not experienced at any other
time. '

April 10th.~——At 8%, took twenty-one drops in water. TUntil 4,
P. M., the disturbance of sight was great; mind listless and incapable
of reflection, as after ague, with a not severe, dull headache al! day,
and digging in the right ear all the afternoon. At 9%, a soft, bilious
stool, preceded by threatenings of diarrheea—the latter renewed at
noon by exciting news, and afterwards in walking; and alse, while
walking a feeling in the knee joint, as if the relation of the bones
were deranged, and they did not fit, as in partial luzation. Several
times during the day, saliva was found colored yellowish as if by
bloed ; and all the latter part of the day, bad, sour, spoiled taste and
breath, with frequent need to rinse the mouth or spit. Light, whitish
coat on the tongue. Contractive sensation in the right side of the
neck at 5 o’clock. Afterwards, noticed the headache in the top of the
bead whilet writing ; afterwards in the left occipital region, directly
on both sides, and upper eervieal region, and again on the top, and
then in the left side—all whilst engaged in writivg a few minutes..
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Afterwards, a settled, dull, dragging headache, mainly in the occiput
mastoid and upper cervical region, extending to the shoulders, re-
lieved while sitting by reclining the head and shoulders oo a high
pillow. Early sleep after supper. When roused, some headache still ;
mind composed and clear, (114, p. .} After wriling awbile, pulse
64 to 68 ; palms of the hands dry and heated, as also the lips. '

April 11th—No medicine. Perceived two more pimples, one at
the right corner of the 0s hyoides, the other at the left anterior tem-
poral ridge above the brow. Near noon, while sitting, a stitch in
the external auditory meatus ; afterwards, aching at the left anterior
part of the trapezins muscle, (in the neck,) when leaving a warm
room. Threatenings of diarrheea. Stool, after breakfast, same as
yesterday. Painless redness about the orifice of the urethra; slight
affection of the sight during the forencon. During the night sat up
a long time with a very sick patient, sleeping five houra upon some
hard chairs. Rode home hefore breakfast, (84, 4. m.,) and, as wsual
after exercise without breakfast, had headache on the right side:
with oveasional throbbing after exertion.  After breakfast, a tea col-
ored stool, more consistent. Slept several hours; afterwards, head-
ache better, but renewed by exertion. Another pimple, sore to touch,
at the left side of the larynx; the first one less sore, like a small
cutaneous induration. These are like minute furunculi, but thus far
no guppuration. During the afterncon, mental aud bodily inactivity.
At supper-timne, going to a warm room afler writing, felt thirst, len-
guor and aching in the sacro-ilinc and lumbar regions, and the lower
part of the left thigh, as when a fever is commencing. Felt the pains
more while eating.  After moderately partaking, experienced sud-
den satiety. Felt pretty comfortable after taking hot tea, but some
paing and headache still. After writing for a few minutes, cramp
like pain in the bend of the right elbow while walking. Pains con-
tinned, during the evening, in the left thigh and knees. Colic. At
tempted a stool ; much wind only passed. Headache ceased by
sitting, a8 at other times. Dreamy sleep, and early waking.

April 13th —TRenewed semi-lateral headache, (slight), Deep
yellow, soft stool after breakfast. Tirst pimple the sorest, the others
less so.

April 14th.—Tingling in the nares. Sudden cateh or’ twist on
the inside of the patella, when sitting down to breakfast. Afterwards
bloody mucus in the nose. Tea-colored, semi-solid stool.

@4pril 15th —The pimples disappearing; continued semi-lateral
headache caused, doubtless, by the ciciting news ¢ the day. Stools
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bilious, No characteristic symptoms farcher, except duplications of
the ehove, for some days ; the diet being careless, and the mind dis-
turbed by the news of the time, impairihg farther accuracy.”

{“This proving,” writes Dr. Hering, “is the best yet made of Gel-

seminum,”)
DE. JOSHUA STONE'S PROVING.

“ He proved the Gelseminum at my request, and made it the sub-
ject of his inaugural thesis.”—(Neidkard.)

The prover, Joshua Stone, is twenty-seven years of age ; has black
bair and light complexion. He is strictly temperate in his habits of
life, using no intoxicating drinks of any kind, no coffee, tea, or tobacco,
He is subjeot to occasional attacks of indigestion, and suffers much
from cold hands and feet. Otherwise he enjoys very good health, T
will give his proving in his own words :

~ On the 21st of November, at 10 o’clock, p. u., I tock six drops of
the mother tineture in water, made from the flowers of the Yellow
Jasmin,

Nov, 22.—During last night was quite restless, and much annoyed
with unpleasant dreams. During the day distracting pain in ocei.
pital region, much aggravated by movement, eapecially on bending
the head downward. This pain was much increased towards evening.

Nov. 23.—Ezperienced dull pain in the head and extremities. At
10 o’clock p. m., took ten drops of tineture.

Nov. 25, 26, 27, 28, no symptoms,

Nov, 29.—Took 50 drops of tincture at 10 p, u.

Nov. 30.—During the night was very restless, with unpleasant
dreams after midnight, Dull pain in the howela which had hecome
quite severe towards morning. Pain of asimilar character in several
of the lower lumbar regions. Dull, heavy pain in region of occiput.
Involuntary emission of semen without an erection. Urine much
increased in quantity., Ten o'colek 4. w., dull pain in left humeral
region, also in lower extremities——these are deep-seated in the mus-
cles. Have felt chilly all day, particularly in the morning.

Dec. 1.—Dull, aching pain in the back, particular ¢ in lumbar
and sacral regions, which came on about 3 4. M. Also similar paina
(deep-seated) in upper and lower extremities, and joints generally.
Yellowish white fur on tongue. Sensation as if something wanting
in epigastric region. Emission of semen without an erection. All
the pains are much aggravated by heat of bed, and all much worse
after midnight, The pains spoken of above continued during the
day, but in a much less degree. In evening eyea felt quite sore, and
az if there was some foreign substance irritating the conjunctiva.
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Dec, 2.—~Very restless during the night, especially towards morn-
ing, Rhemmatic pains in bones and joints of extremities, and in the
back, as the night previous. Also pain in bowels towards morning.
Headache of a dull, aching character in oceipital region, occasionally
extending to the os frontis. Atnight eyes quite sore; not much pain,
but merely soreness with sensitiveness to light and lachrymation.
8light chills during the day.

Dee. 8.—Awoke about 3 or 4 4. M., with severe pain in both upper
extremities ; seemed to be deep-seated in muscles. The pains were
most in left arm and fore-arm, and in calves of both legs, General
restlessness, with chills in mornivg after breakfast, Rather dull and
stupid for some days, with disinelination to conversation, This was
remarked by my friends, who knew nothing of my taking medicine,

Dec. 4. —Rbeumatic pains in extremities, After breakfast experi-
enced a dull, aching pain in head in region of ocoiput, which increased
in severity as the day advanced. At 10 o’clock a. m., T went to the
Penn Hospital, where 1 saw o number of severe wounds. I amnot
usually affected very much by the sight of wouads, but to day, that,
or something else, caused some very uunpleasant sensations, which
were as follows : T became very weak, and my friend remarked that
I was very pale, accompanied with slight nausea and trembling of
lower extremities. These continued some ten minutes, but disap-
peared on going into the open air. Headache continued to increase
in severity until after dinner, when it was muech less severe; but
about 4 o’clock the pain agaiy returned, and was more severe than
before, and seemed to increase in severity until in the evening, when
it became excruciating, accompanied with slight nausea. The pain
seemed slightly mitigated by shaking the head, but the relief thus
obtained was not marked. I also felt quite chilly. Went to bed
about 9 o’clock, but the recumbent position did not mitigate the pain
at first. T, however, succeeded in getting sleep from about 104 to 23,
when I awoke with most intense aching painin the left frontal region,
and extending to the right oecipital region, and occasionally over
almost the entire head, This continued about one hour, and then
left me entirely. After which I experienced a dull, aching pain in
the umbilical region, which continued until I got up. Deep-seated
sching pains in museles of extremities, relieved by motion. After
breakfast had a sharp, shooting pain from right shoulder to dorsal
vertebra. :

Dec. 8.—During last night the pains, as heretofore, in the extremi.
ties, which came on mostly after midnight. These pains were also
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continued during the day, but in a much less degree. Some head-
ache, as before, in the cceipital region, Palpitation of muscles of
abdomen, which continned about three minutes, Dull pain in lower
lIuinbar and sacral region.

Dee, 6.—During tke night pains in extremities, much as usual,
particulerly in fore-arms and calves of legs, also in elbow and knee
joints. All symptoms of extremities were similar to those experi-
enced as before, but were less severe,

Dee. 10 —Early in the moruing sharp, sheoting pain in last pha.
langeal joint of right thumb. Have experienced dull pains in museles
of right arm and shoulder, and some of the time in left arm and lower
extremities,

Dec. 11.—8light pains in extremities during the night. 3 ».
experienced a sharp, shooting pain in the calf of right leg. 6 p. u,
sharp pain in right wrist. 7 r. m., dull pain in left thigh and under
scapula of left side. 7% p. m., severe aching pain in left elbow. Have
experienced dull pains of a shifting character all day.

Dee, 12 —S8ymptoms of last night were not prominent; some
slight pains in muscles of extremities. During the day felt extremely
dull aud stupid ; but little pain in muscles of extremities. Dull pain
in head iu the region of oeciput. 9 p. u., pain in right wrist of dull
character, with great weakness of the same,

Dec. 13.—Pain in wrist less severe, but quite wealk,

Dec. 14.—No symptoms.

Dee, 15.—No symptoms, ~

Dee. 16.—10 p. m, took fifty drops of tineture.

Dee. 17.—During the night very restless. During the day ten-
deney to headache on movement, particalarly on going up stairs.

Slight pain ie left hypochondriae region,

Dec. 20.—About 11 4. M., severe aching pain in oecipital region
for a few moments, Very dull and stapid, with averaion to study,

DR. HENRY'S EROVING,

The following symptoms were obtained by Dr. Henry, of Mont-
gomery, Alabama, and were forwarded to Dr. C. Neidbard.

April 83.=1 took 30 drops of the tincture. The first symptoms
felt were pains over the whole top of the head, extending back to the
oceiput, with a general dizziness and disagreeable pain in the whele
head. Pains of shooting character in the frontal sinus, extending to
the cyes and jaws. The pain in the eye is of a pricking character,
extending from the bridge of the nose to the eye. Pains deep in the
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lef; eye, extending from above downwards. Paroxysmal pain in the

left lower extremity, Violent shooting pain in the leg, which comes
on in paroxysms ; every one is more violent. The pain is half way
between the knee and aukle. Pain in hip of left side, confining itself
to the joint; it at times extends to the outside of the thigh. The

pain is of a drawing, sharp character, and much worse on motion,
Pain in little finger and the one next it. Pains in left foot and ankle,
with spasmodie contraction and drawing paing in the toes, Pains in

the neck, which confine themsclves to the upper part of the sterno-
cleido mastoid muscles directly back of the parotid glands. Oun the
right side paic extends from the last back tooth up to the temple .
Short, paroxysmal pain in the supedior part of the right lung; on

taking a long breath it sticks from above downwards. The pain in
the luogs is one of the most prominent symptoms. Rumbling and
rolling in the abdomen, with emissions of flatus above and below.
Periodical pains in the abdomen, with yellow diarrhea coming on in
the evening, Pain in the left ilinc region. Bowels loose, but great
difficulty to discharge anything. There scemns io be great strength
in the sphincter muscles. Yellow coat on tongue,

April 5, —Took 30 drops of tincture. Experieuced pain over the
whole top of the head, extending back to the occiput. . General dizzi-
ness, and disagreeable pain in the head, Melancholy and despond-
ing mood. Pains of a shooting character in the frontal sinus, extend-
ing to the eyes and jaw. Pain in the eyes is of a pricking character,
cxtending from the centre to the angle. The pains scem to wind
roand the right eye. Pain extending from the bridge of the ncse to
the oye, Deep-seated pain in the eye of left side, extending from
above downwards. All these symptoms were felt with more violence
than at first. Spasmedic pain, extending from the inner condyle of
the right arm to the axilla. . A smoky appearance before the eyes, .
with pain above them, Total blindness ensued in a very short time
after taking the 80 drops, with violent dizziness. A band-like pain,
which surrounds the head, with shooting pain in each jaw and parietal
bone. Pain in -left side of head, extending from the prominence of
the parietal booe to the mastoid process of the temporal ; it is peri-
odical in its nature. Periodical pains in the pectoral muscles. Gen-
eral symptoms were: chilly sensations over the eatire body, appear-
ing on the same day; complexion yellow, also the eyes; complete
prosiration of the system with emaciation,

Dr. Henry remarks, that the remedy was taken for one week, the
dose being gradually increased each day.
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PROVING BY MR. BIGELOW,

Mr, Franklin Bigelow, aged 24; sangui-nervous temperament.
Took twenty drops of tineture of Gelseminum nitidum. Eight days
after taking it, experienced a sensation of heaviness and oppression
of the head. Severe and oppressive painsin the forehead and vertex,
Headache very distressing. Gloomy, and indisposed to exertion of
any kind, Became tired and greatly exhausted very easy. Headache
comes on after dinner, and continues till evening. At the same time
excesgive drawing, contracting and crampy pains in the lower limbs,
extending from the thighs to the toes. The pains seem to procced
from the bones as well as the muscles. Kxcessive crampy pains in
the whole right foot. During,* and after a walk, the symptoms are
much agoravated. It seems as if the limbs could not be made to
move another step. When the pains are felt above the knee, they are
not felt below, and vice verse. Excessive drawing and contracting
pains in the gastrocnemius musecle of the left leg. The other pains
in the limbs all abate while sitting, This does not. No position
seems to relieve it, Drawing and aching pains, which seem to come
from the bones. Heaviness and feeling of weight in the limbs. But
little inclination to sleep. 'When it does come on, dreams very much
of business, ete. Eyes much inflamed and weak, with great flow of
tears at intervals, -

Mr. Bigelow did not record the symploms at first, as they wereso
small he did pot think them worthany thing. He, however, conclud-
ed that those above were mot to be trifled with, and cousequently
recorded them.

Prof, Paine (Eclectic) reports the following fragmentary proving® :

“ A student of mine, whe by mistake swallowed two grains of
Gelsemin, experienced the following symptoms: Two or three
minutes -after taking the Gelsemin, he felt a strange sensation in
the head, and an involuntary closure of the eyelids took place. In
iwo or three minutes more this paralysis appeared to extend to all
portions of the body. He attempted to walk, but fell immediately to
the floor ; whenever he attempted to move, he felt a peculiar, strange
senaation in the head; and upon lying perfectly quiet, although he
wag about entirely powerless, he was conscious of everything around
him. He had neither nausea or vomiting, nor was there any disturbed
condition of the stomach or bowels. His respiration was at firat bard,
but io a few moments it became slow and somewhat difficult. His
circulation was sluggish, and the pulse exceedingly feeble. His

* Concentrated Medicines, p. 53. 1.
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extremities became eold, and in the course of fifteen or twenty min-
ules the surface was completely immersed in a cold perspiration. He
was restored by the use of half-grain doses of camphor, large doses
of brandy, and an emetic of sulphate of zine. After his partial
recovery, he experienced, for several days, a feeble, lanquid, debili.
tated state of the muscular system; he also passed large quantities
of urine, and was troubled with tenssmus and some dloody discharge
Srom the bowels.” [Dr. Paive recowmends it highly in dysentery.
See “ Bowels.”]
GENERAL EFFECTS ON THE NERVOUS SYSTEM.

Nerves of Sensation.—Gelseminum does not exert the decided
and specific effect upon the nerves of sensation that we witness from
the effects of Aconite. It causes none of the numbness, tingling,
prickling and crawling sensations which mark the action of that peison,

The pains which may be caused by gelseminum are not, in my
opinion, caused by & primary affection of the nerves of sensation,
but depend upon a eertain morbid condition of the nerves of mo-
tion. Such pains are caused by cramp-like contractions of muscles
and tendons, constricting certain uerves or blood vessels, or they
may arise a8 in case of Aconite, from irritation of the ganglionio
nerves sbout the blood vessels—many are probably congestive in
their nature, like the pains in the head and eyes. In pure Neuralgia
this remedy can be of but little service; although it may be very
useful in removing many consensual symptoms, such as excessive
nervous irritation, drawing and twitching of the muscles of the
affected parts, ete. Dr. Douglas, however, declares that “a major-
ity of all cases of Neuralgia will be promptly relieved by
Gelseminum, but it sometimes requires to be given in pretty large
doses, repeated every half hour till the pain is relieved.” He
says: “ My exzperience does wot perfectly coincide with your
remark npon the action of the (elseminum upon the nerves
of sensation, It does not, certainly, ‘cause the numbumess, ting-
ling, prickling and erawling sensations’ of Aconite, but in my indi-
vidual experience, it causes the pains. In my own provings, I
have frequently ezperienced a succession of acute, sudden, darting
pains, evidently running slong single nerve branches in almost évery
part of the body and limbs, sometimes so sudden and acute as to
make me start. At one time a qguick succession of these acute
sudden pains coursed down the outside and front of the tibia for
over half an hour, leaviog a line of considerable tenderness marking
its track. These pains, which seemed clearly neuralgic, gave me

26
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the palpable indication for its employment in this disease. And it
has certainly been successful. But while it has promptly cured
.Bome distressing cases of neuralgia, in which Acouite had been fully
tried without benefit, there have ocourred some other cases in
which it has failed and Aconite has succeeded. What iz the
explanation of this? If we suppose that in some cases of thie
disease there exists a real inflammatory state of the mnerve,
and in others a mere excess of sensitiveness, the exzplanation
is easy; Aconite cures the first, Gelseminym the last.”

“In the 5th dilution, the 12th, and the 30-thousandth (Dr.
Fincke's,) it has cared neuralgia like a charm—the indications being
absence of organic lesion, with indistinet or double, (morning and
evening, ete.,) periodicity.—(Horgan.)

Nerves of motion.—Gelseminum, like Nuz vom., Angnstura, Aseu-
lus, Ignatis and Strychnia, does primarily affect the nerves of motion,
but in an opposite manner, It depresses and paralyzes these nerves
which they execite and irritate. But while the action of Gelseminum
differs from that of Strychnia in this respect, in another it affords a
remarkable resemblance. DBoth cause hypermmia of the spinal mar-
row, which may increase to actual engorgement or extravasation.
This condition is not brought about as soon by Gelseminum as by Nux
vomica, but the condition when obtained has very nearly the same
results. But while the active congestion of the spinal marrow caused
by Nux vomica is accompanied by an exzalted and tense state of the
motor merves, even to tetanic spasm, the passive congestion of Gel-
geminum is a condition directly opposite to tetanus, Gelseminum
may cause death by prostrating and ezhausting, primarily, the ener-
gies and vital power of the nerves of voluntary and involuntary meo-
tion. While Strychnia, Nuz vomiea, etc., would produce death from
the same caunse, but the fatal prostration would be secondary; the
exzhaustion being preceded and caused by the primary irritation and
spasmodie irritation of these nerves. (lelseminum may also cause
death by congestion and apoplexy of the brain and spinal marrow.
Nuz, Ignatia and Strychnia may also cause death by produeing such
a congested condition of the spinal cord and its membranes as to lead
to fatal hemorrhage into those important tissues,

Crivicar, Omservations,—The primary homeamopathicity of Gal-
seminum to paralyeis from loss of motion will be discussed in other
places. Its use in very many forma of convulsions may here be
alluded to. The other achools of medicine, viewing this drug as a
powerful anti-spasmodic, would see it indicated in nearly all forms of
convulaions. It has been used in both clonie and tonic spasms; in
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epilepsy, chorea, hysteria, ete. I gave it in ome case of severe
hysterical epilepsy: a young girl after suppressed menses, had at-
tacks every evening, lasting an hour or two, doring which time so
severe was the spasm of the glottis that asphyxia seemed reall{? to
be impending., The attacks had been every day for two weeks. Five
_ drops of the tincture were given at three and again at six ».w, At
seven, the usual hour, no spasm appeared, and did not appear till the
next menstrual period, when the remedy had no effect; and Assafeet-
ida, in one grain doses, every four hours was resorted to, which
brought on the menses and cured the spasms. I have treated many
cases of hysteria, from various causes, with Gelseminum, and I know
of none more generally useful.

Dr, 8. A Merrill reports the following case: * George B., aged
21, had Epilepsy of ten year's standing. Premonitory symptoms,
chiefly: dull feeling in the forehead and vertex, and some pain and
fulloess in the region of the medulla oblongata. Gelseminnm lst,
three to four drops, four times a day, Since adopting this treatment
the improvement has been uniform snd rapid. . The intervala are
widening, and the paroxysms much lighter; sometimes zo light as
not to be noticed by those in the same room. Whether this treat-
ment will take him through it is impossible to say, as this is my first
case treated with this remedy. I give the fragmentary experiment
for what it is worth.”

Eelectic writers claim to have cured cases of Chorea with Gelsem.-
inum. Iu the three cases treated by me, one recovered, one was
benefitted, and one, a case of year's continuance, seemed to be aggra-
vated.

In Tetanus, it would seem to be one of the most powerful anti-
pathic remedies, yet I cannot find a- single recorded case treated with
this remedy. After testing the medicines homwmopathic to the diseass,
like Nux vomica, Ignatia, Aconite, ete., I should resort to the Gel-
gseminum with a good deal of confidence. We know that it produces
its peculiar prostrating effects, even to an extreme degree, without
causing any local lesion. Now it often happens that no material
traces of disease can be discovered either in the brain or spinal
marrow, of persons who have died of Tetanus. Dr. Gerhard declared
that of the twelve cases he examined, no lesion whatever could be
detected. Some of the secondary symptoms of Gelseminum strongly
resemble this disease.

Some months after writing the above we have the following report
from Dr. 0. @, Stroug: “I tried the Gelseminum some two weeks
since, in a severe case of tetanus. I gave ten drops of the mother
tineture, fifteen minutes apart. After the third dose, the spasmodie
action entirely ceased, and the patieut recovered. It produced the
most‘satisfactory specific action of any remedy I ever tried in such a
case.” .

In Hydrophobia, also, no appearances have been found - which
could account for the fatality of the disease. In this terrible malady,
Gelseminum ought go be found unseful -if not curative, In material
doses it relazes all the muscles, calms the fary of nervous exeite-
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ment, relazes the glottis and prevents spasma, Why should it not
be valuable in Hy%rophobia? The spasms in this disease are brief
and clonie, imilar to the secondary ones of Gelseminum. The ecir-
culation is much disturbed, (excited.) A dog killed with it could
not drink while under ita influence.  Were I to become hydrophobic,
I should take Gelseminum and “await the end.”

Since writing the above, several of my colleagues have reported
to me cures of spasmodic Croup in children, made with Gelseminum,
used according to my suggestion. I have no doubt but it will prove
an invaluable remedy in that malady, named by Wood—*Infantile
Spasm of the Glottis.” It is known in medical works under the name
of Laryngismus atridulus, Asthma of Millar, ete, The eseential
pature of the disease is a general morbid excitability of the nervous
gyatem, directed especially to the muscles of the glottis, which con-
tract spasmodically. It bas been said to arise from irritation or
inflammation of the cervical portion of the apinal marrow, (that por
tion most irritated by Gelseminum,) the presence of worms in the
intestines, ete. From whatever cause it may ariae, the Gelseminum,
if not a curztive remedy, properly, will be a valuable palliative, nsed
in drop doses of the first dilution or mother tincture, frequently re-
peated; it must procure relief in the majority of csses, while during
the intermediate time it shouid be alternated with Belladonna, Hyos-
cyamus, Arsenicum or Moschuas,

Dr. Henry Bradford (allopathic) eommunicates the following
report®:

“Some years since I had a troublesome case of Hysteria ; the case
was of a lady of about 40, who had injured her health very serionsly
by dosing with patent medicines. After trying a great variety of
medicines, with only temporary relief, knowing the sedative powers
of Gelseminum, I gave h%at a trial with complete success; and the
lady abandoning her patent nostrums, soon regained good health,
The above was seven years since, and she has been but little troubled
with Hysteria since, If she feels any symptoms of it, a dose of Gel-
seminum removea the trouble forthwith. Since her case, have used
Gelseminum for Hysteriz almost to the exclusion of every thing else.
If it has gone to the extent of producing coovelsions, I give chloro-
form by inbalation, sufficient to arrest the coovulsions, but short of
producing anssthesia; and then administer tincture of Gelseminum,
twenty drops every hour until it prodnces drowsiness. Sometimes
the first dose is sufficient, and it rarely requires the third ; then smal-
ler doses, p. 1. n., to keep the nervous system quiet, until the exciting
cauge, whatever it may be, can be removed if possible. I would say,
en passant, that I have treated three cases of hysterical convnlsions
in males ; one was a boy of fourieen years; the others, 22 and 30
years of age. All were, of course, of nervous, excitable temper-
aments."”

Glelseminum is doubtless an admirable remedy in Hysteria, but it
is ot at all necessary to give such massive doses. Drop doses would

* American Druggists® Circular.
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donbtless have been sufficient in the case reported by Dr. Bradford,
and drop doses of the first dilution, prepared from the fresh tincture,
will be strong enough in nearly every case.

" Dr. Wn. 8. Searle, of Troy, N. Y., in an article entitled ** Notea
of the New Remedies,” Vol III, Proceedings of N.Y, State Homeoo-
pathic Medical Society, says of Gelseminum: ¢ Gelseminum has
direct relation to the incipient or cougestive stage of cerebro-spinal-
meningitis, and also in gome degree to the consequent inflammation ;
while Cimicifaga racemesa is, in my judgment, homceopathic to the
inflammation oﬁhe sero-fibrous tissues involved, and to the irritation
of the cerebro-spinal system, which is due to the proximity of the
inflammation of its investing membranes, and which manifests itself
in spasms. It seems also correlative to that state of the blood which
results in the petechia so common in the severe cases of the disease,
and, to use the post hoc propter hoc argument as cumulative and con-
firmatory, I may say that I have used these remedies, relying upon
their homeopathicity with complete and uniform success.”

*Let us now briefly compare the toxzicology of these drugs, with
the symptomology of the disease under discussion. An attack of
cerebro-spinal meningitis is usually sudden, and is ushered in by a
severe chill, accompanied by evident congestion of the spine and
brain, with its ordinary symptoms, among which dilatation of the
pupils is, I believe, always seen. This state is followed, exceptin
those cases which die collapsed by reactionary fever of correspond-
ing violence, In such a condition of the system no remedy is go
homeopathic a3 Gelseminum. Acornite, it is true, sometimes produ-
<ces similar gymptoms, but never primarily causes dilitation of the
pupils ; has numbuess and pricking of the extremities as prominent
phenomena, and frequently causes congestion to other organs instead
of the brain. (See Taylor on Poisons and various Provings.) In
cases of poisoning by Gelseminum the universal symptoms are great
prostration, com]ﬁete loss of muscular power, of vision and speech,
staggering gait, 1oy coldneas of the hands and feet, pulse very feeblo
or imperceptible, respiration labored, feeble, nausea and vomiting. All
of these symptoms are relieved by cerebral stimulants, showing what
portion of the organism feels the depressing power of the drug.
One symptom which is so prominent and constant as to be almost
characteristic of Gelseminum, is languor and heaviness of the eye-
lids ; they close in spite of all the efforts of the will. No languase
could more accurately describe the incipient stage of the malady
under conaideration. In short, every symptom of intense congeation
to the brain and spine, and the partial paralysis which necessarily
attends it, may be found deseribed with equal accuracy in the patho-
genesia of this drug and the diagnosis of the disease.”

It is stated by gHale that ¢the intense hyperzmia of the brain
caused by Gelseminum stops just short of inflammation.” As we
have no record of post-mortem examinations in any cases of reported
death, there are no means of affirming or disproving this assumption ;
but I feel confident ba is in error, and that the same law attains in
_ toxicology ag in disease, viz; that’ long continued congestion, espe-
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cially if violent, must end in inflammation, The only conceivable
exception is in cases where the congestion to wital organs is so over-
whelming as at once to suspend their funetions, and thus destroy life.
Thus believing, I have continued the use of ‘Gelseminum when its
charscteristic symptoms were manifest, even in the inflammatory
stage of the diseage. The indications which should determine its nse
after inflammation has become decided, may be found in the patho-

enesis of the drug, and are quite as distinetively characteristic of
the disease when fully developed az in its inception,”

Muscular System,—The most prominent of all the effects of Gel.
seminum is to induce a profound and intense prostration of the whole
muscular system. Its effects are first manifested on the voluntary
muscles, afterwards on the involuntary. No remedy so suddenly and
surcly destroys the tone of muscular structure; but it acts not by
causing any disintegration or disorganization, but by impairing the
vitality of those nerves which supply it with life. This property of
Gelseminum can be made subservient to the physician in many
Ways.

In cases of obstinate tonic convulsions and cramp-like rigidity,
full doses, sufficient to bring the muscular system under its pathogen-
etic action, will promptly remove such morbid conditions. There is
no danger in this method of administering the remedy, for one of the
peculiarities of ite action is that there is no permanent injury done to
the tonicity of muscular structure, unless its use is long persisted in
and wantonly abused. In this respect it acts wonderfully like chlor-
oform.

Like chloroform, it will be found very useful to the surgeon, when
in cases of dislocation or fracture, reduetion is rendered diffieult or
impossible by a rigidity of the museles of the part. In such cses the
sysiem may be brought under iis influence very readily. It does not,
however, give that insensibility to pain which is the prominent effect
of chloroform. It is freely used by some ohateiricians in cases of rig-
idity of the os wutert, or external parts. King advises it in all such cases
as being much superior to Lobelia, as well as pleasanter, as it does
not nauseate nor cause that sense of deathly prostration so peculiar
to that drug. I have used it successfully in such cases,as well as for
those severe spasmodic pains which sometimes come on in labor. In
such instances it must be given in appreciable doses, of five, ten or
fifteen drops, repesated if required; a slight dimness of sight is a
good indication that the remedy is acting,

Dr, Moore, of Illinois, reports to me relative to the curative
action of Gelseminum in musenlar pain,(Myalgia,) from great over ex.
ertion. e states that after a days fatiguing welking, such as usually
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iaid bim up with lameness and stiffness for several days, he took
thirty drops of the common tinetureof Gelseminum. In bhalf an hour
the peculiar weakness and pain in the limbs and muscles were ameli-
orated, and he shortly fell asleep. In the morning, much to his
surprise, he awoke feeling 25 comfortable as though he had not walked
80 nousually the day before. He had no lameness or soreness, as
usual. This case illustrates the specific affinity of Gelseminum for
the smotor nerves and voluntsry museles under their ocomtrol. It
should prove one of the best remedies for acute myalgic whick we
PoSSess,

Vascalar System.—Heart and Arteries—Pulse frequent, soft,
weak ; 80 feeble as to be sometimes imperceptible ; fluttering pulse,
pulse full 120 ; pulse slow and full, or slow and soft; semsation as
though the blood had ceased to cirenlate ; pulse reduced from 112 to
65 in twelve hours; heart’s action slow and feeble ; the beats of the
heart cannot be felt ; the action of the heart and arteriezs much de-
pressed, with cold hands and feet; chills and pains in the head.

Dr, P. P. Wells* states that from the twelfth dilution he had the
following symptoms : A peculiar action of the heart, which had
never been experienced before ; this was a sensible motion of the
heart as though it had attempted its beat, which it failed fully to
accomplish, and the pulse then each time intermitted. This occurred
at irregular intervals, and more frequently when in repose than when
in metion, the worst and most frequent attacks being in the evening,
and worst of all when lying down in bed when retiring for the night,
and these attacks agpravated by lying on the lefi side,” These syup-
toms lasted eight or ten days. Dr. Fincke stated to me that he experi.
enced similar symptoms from 2 higher dilution. In Philadelphia,
Drs, Lippe, Henry, and others are using Gelseminum in the thirtieth,
two hundreth and thousandth potencies, with apparent good results;
I notice this fact, however, that they find these high attenuations eura.
tive for the primary symptoms of the medicine,

Crwvicat Osservations.—In diseases of the heart, particularly
in those in which the chief indication is to diminish the action of that
organ, Gelseminum will be found a valuable remedy. In some forms
of functional derangement it will often effeet a cure. In material
doses it will alleviate those cases of excessive action of the heart
from plethora, congestion, neuralgic or rheumatic irritation, or hys.
teric palpitation,

Like Aconite and Veratrum viride, Gelseminum is not homemso.
pathic or curative in any organie affections of the heart; but like the

* American Hom. Review, Yol IV, p. 81,
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above named remedies and Digitalis, it is a very valuable auxiliary’
in the treatment of those maladies,

It is an excellent palliative in those troublesome symptoms which
affect the head and eyes during the progress of heart disease. The
sensation of fulluess, heaviness, giddiness, throbbing, jerking, ete.,
the dimness of sight, and other amaurotic symptoms, are admirably
met by small doses of Gelseminum or its resinoid.

Fever,—Within a few minutes, sometimes within two or three, a
marked depression of pulse, which becomes ten, fifteen or twenty
beats less in the minute, if quiet, but greatly distarbed by movement;
chilliness, especially slong the back ; pressive pain in the head, most
generally of the temples, sometimes in the occiput, at others over
the head. The chilliness is soon followed Ly a glow of heat and
prickling of the skin, and quickly succeeded by perspiration, which
is sometimes profuse and disposed to bo persistent, continuing from
twelve to twenty-four hours. As soon as the reaction takes place
after the chill the pulse rises as much above the normal standard as
it was before depressed below it. With these symptoms is a swollen,
puffy look, and feeling of fullness of the eyelids, slimy and disagree-
able or bitter taste in the mouth, languid feeling in the back
and limbs, and sleepiness, [Febrile chilliness, cold extremities,
especially the feet, heat of the head and face, with headache ; pulse uni-
formly depressed and rendered less frequent, with chilliness, cold
feet, heat and pain in the head ¥ Have felt chilly all day, particu-
larly in the morning. (This statement regarding the pulse is errone-
ous. I have found that in both men and animals, it often increased
the rate and frequency of the pulse, Sometimes even the volume of
the pulse seemed increased, but generally it is diminished. An
explanation of this phenomenon will be found in the paragraph
“Head.”) Derangement of circulation, as shown in the flactuations of
the pulse from 70 to 120; chilliness with vertigo; headache and
coated tongue; cold extremities; inclination to «“ hug the fire,” with
chills following esch other in rapid succession from sacrum to base of
the oceiput, :

Dr. M. E. Lazarus, a well-known, painstaking prover, could not
get any such prominent symptoms as recorded by Dr. Douglas, Ha
however, experienced a languor, with inclination to stretch, some
slight shilliness, with feeble fiashes of heat. He suggests that per-
haps Dr. Douglas is very susceptible to the action of Gelseminum.
My impression would be the same, a8 I have given it to healthy per-
sons, in all manner of doses, yet never heard any one mention such

*Hulls Jabr,
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decisive symptoms as those of Dr. Douglas.  8itill it is undoubtedly
primarily homeopathic to the pathological conditions upon which all
real chills depend ; and secondarily homoopathie to febrile conditions
or the reactions which follow those conditions. In this respeet it ia
somewhat similar to Aconito, and others of the same group. Baut it
is only a general not a particular resemblance,

Dr,J. 8. Douglas writes me : —* You and Dr. Lazarus remark that
you have been unable to elicit such marked symptoms in your provings
as were experienced by me. The symptoms particularly referred to are
the chills, the reactive febrile heat, with headache and sweat, Dr.
L. suggests that T am probably very susceptible to the action of this
drug. This remark suggests an important fact which has gradually
unfolded itself in my successive fragmentary provings on some sev-
enty persons, and on myself. The faet, of which I have at length
become clearly convinced, is this. The degree of chill, of febrile
reaction, of headache, and of meuralgic pains, bear a very uniform
ratio to the nervous seusitiveness of the patient. Now, my tem.
perament is decidedly nervous and sensitive. In all the subjects of
a nervous sensitive temperament, the above symptoms are strongly
marked. In those of an opposite, insensitive temperament, while
the pulse is depressed, and the extremities ool or cold, there is no
chill, or it is very slight; little or no headache, and slight febrile
reaction, and conseqnently little sweat. In several highly sensitive
gubjects the chill bas been eqnal to a respectable fit of the ague, the
reaction and pain of head corresponding, and the sweat profuse.
‘These symptoms have been most strongly developed in some female
provers of highly sensitive temperaments, by half drop doses. Some
persons seem almost insensible to its effects, One man who had
taken peveral drugs for proving, without any marked resalts, took
three teaspoonfuls in one day of the strong tincture, which I know to
be good, and reported the next day no symptoms.”

(There iz one form of rigors or “nervous chills,” as they are
sometimes called, in which, with shivering and chattering of the teeth,
there i3 no sensation of chilliness. It is an irritated eondition of the
nerves of motion, and is seen in hysterical subjeots, or appears dur-
ing a fright or other mental emotion in healthy persons. It is often
seen during parturition, and is said to attend relaxation of the sphine-
ter muscles. Now, Gelseminum causes just snch rigors by establigh.
ing similar conditions as the above, and a small dose of the tincture
will sontrol readily such morbid manifestations.)

Dr.P.P. Wells says, * We feel warranted in predicting that the ¢lasg

1
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of fevers to which Gelseminum will be found related, is that based on
blood dyscrasia, with a tendency to decomposition of ite hmmatine
and globules, or to fevers of s miasmatic origin, which Aeconite gel-
dom or pever is.”

Cuinioar Onservamions.—In Simple Fever, without functional

disturbance, Dr. Douglas declares it to be specific ; given at the out-
set of any fever of simple, uncomplicated character, it will undoubt-
edly arrest it very promptly. It seems peculiarly adapted teo the fevers
of children and sensitive women, while Aconite and Veratrum viride
are more applicable to adults of robust and rigid constitutions,
_ Fever from cold; coming on in the evening, with flushed crimson
face, restless sleep. In a boy of ten years, Aeconite had made no impres.
gion, Relief of the symptoma permanently in about balf an hour.
Dose, six pellets of the Gth dilution, ** every half hour,”” Two doses
sufficed. (Morgan.)

Case—Remittent Fever, uncomplicated, A soldier of 40 years
had had fever steadily for upwards of twenty-four hours, but with
remission in the morning. Flushed, crimson fase, (a striking charac-
teristic,) rheumatic pains, pulse full and frequent. Six pelleis of the
6th, every half hour. Cured.—Morgan.

In the so-called Irritative Fever it will be found a valuable rem-
edy. It is more capable of meeting the majority of the symptoms of
that malady than any remedy which I have used. It corresponds
with the excessive nervous irritation; the tendency to irregular con-
valsive action ; the periods of wakeful debility ; and the accessions
of feverish stupor, In cases, however, complicated with hepatic or
%astrie difficulties, it will have to be aided by Mercurins, Podophyl-

um, Ipecacuanha, or Iris versicolor. Should the lungs be implicated
it might answer alone, but Phosphorus, Bryonia, or Tartar emetic,
will be of service. If the bowels are affected, Pulsatilla, Mer.
curius or Chamomilla, may have to be given, although some of the

rovings seem lo indicate that Gelseminum affects the intestinal
unctions. Wood, with doubtful propriety, classes infantile remittent
as well as worm fever, with irritative fevers. There may be sowme
general affinity, as Gelseminum has proved useful in each. Since I
have treated infantile remittents with this remedy, I have conducted
them safely through their course with better satizfaction than before.

Dr. Neidhard reports the following case : A child, aged ten, was
cured by Gelseminum, first dilution, two drops every four hours, of a
kind of bilious fever, characterized by the following symptoms :  Gid-
diness, dull, aching pain in the forehead and over the eyes. She
cannot concentrate her mind on any one thing ; cannot vead ; is very
irritable ; very thirsty, and has slight chills, followed by muech fever ;
extreme weakness, Was completely cured within eight days.

Dr. R. Ludlaw, in his article on the * Therapeutica of Infantile
Remittent Fever,#" says : *“ Bxcepting the Aconite, there is certainly
no remedy with which the profession is at present familiar which

*North American Jonrnal of Homeopathy.
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promiges so much as the Gelseminum, in the treatment of this variety
of the remittents of infancy and childhood.”

“From personal observation (and these hints have their origin in
this source only,) we should be inclined to recommend Gelseminum
in those remittents which are primarily characterized by excessive
irritability and erethism, either of the general or special nervous gys-
tems. There is, perhaps, no single means which, under the various
citoumstances which accompany end give good evidence of the afore-
ssid pathological eondition, promises so much s this. 'We have
sometimes failed with Aconite, with Chamomilla and with Belladonna
to ellay the excessive restlessness and disquiet occasioned by whas
the ol! nurses style an ‘inward fever’ in a little juvenile, and at other
timea have succeeded at onee in ita relief by a few doses of Gel.
seminum.”

“This remedy appears also to be well adapted to the relief of those
attacks of this fever which border closely upon intermittents, exam-
ples of which might readily be mistaken for & masked fever of that
peculiar type. In such cases, as well as those which toward their
close degenerate into ague, in one or another of its protean forms, we
may prescribe a low attennation of the Gelgeminum with the confident
hope of success. In our hands, indeed, it has proved almost & spe-
cific for those remittents, the diaguosis of which, from a more definite
paroxysmal form of fever, was not readily made out. We have also
ounred several well marked intermittents with it, but its sphere of use-
fulness would appear to lie somewhere alonz the boundary between
these and the purely idiopathic remittents of which we have been
speaking.”

g Dr. 8. A, Merrill reports: “ I have had several cases of infantile
remittent lately, and bave given the Gelseminum with uniform and
prompt relief. The firat case I had promised to be a very severe if
not fatal case. The usual remedies bad no inflnence whatever to
arrest the disease. Gelseminum acted like magic and broke up the
fever in a few days. I gave it in the first atienuvation. {517)"

“Clara Fisher, aged five. Infantile Remittent. Symptoms:
Heat and congestion of the head. Coma, deliriom, stupor, deep
purple fiushing of the face ; sunken eyes; high fever, afternoon exao-
erhations, torpid bowels, ete. Belladonna and Aconite for two days
with no improvement. Then gave Gelseminum 1st every four hours.
Tmmediate and rapid improvement, after the firat day, as there was
considerable pain in the side with congh ; used Bryonia in alternation.
Recovery in four days from the commencement of the Gelseminum.
This is my first case of this disease treated with Gelseminum,”

* I mentioned,” says Dr. Hughes, of England referring to a pre-
vious paper, * in the third place, that Gelseminum aeted much betier
than Aconite in the remittent fever of childhood. I continue to find
it, (in the first centesimal dilution,) the best common febrifuge in this
common disorder. It has generally been supplemented by Pulsatilla
for the gastrie symptoms, and Nitrie acid for the cough. The char-
acterigties of the Gelseminum fever-appear to be its remittency, the
exsoerbation occurring towards night, and its passing off without
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perspiration, In febrile states of adalts, presenting these features, I
have preseribed the Gelseminum with perfect success.”

The real value of Gelseminum in intermittents is not yet ascer-
tained to a certainty . Some homewopathic physicians, among them
Holeombe, Ludlam and Douglas, assert that it will cure agues, Hol-
combe, with characteristic bolduess, gives us the following odd pre-
soription for a homeeopathic one: “%‘or intermittents, with cerebral
symptoms, with hyperasthesia predominating—S8ulphate of Quinine,
ten grains, Gelsemin, one grain; divide into five parts. Begin six
hours before the expected paroxysm, and give one part every hour,
Indications for use; when the paroxysm has been marked by violent
pains, referable to the cerebro-spinal, rather than the ganglionic sys.
tem, and by correspondingly intense burning fever, great mervous
restlessness, sensitiveness to light and sound, mental anxiety or agi-
tation, delirium, sleeplessness, curions sensations of falling, swim.
ming from giddiness, partial blindness or deafness, especially applic-
able to nervous, excitable subjects, and to mild, fresh cases, without
prominent gastric or hepatic symptoms, in short, before any visceral
complication has been engrafted on the nervous phenomenen.”

(This last clause, I regard as well indicating the sphere of
action of (felseminum in agues, but in the “indications™ proper, Hol-
combe has mixed up the primary with the secondary symptoms of the
drug, which rarely appear together. The dose, however, that he ad-
vises, is very nearly of the proper quantity. Of the Quinine, I think
he prescribes altogether too much. In very similar cases, I have
succeeded admirably with one-fifth or one-tenth grain doses of Qui-
nine, alternated with one-tenth or one-twentieth grain of Gelsemin, or
two or three drops of the mother tineture. Holcombe’s preseription
would undoubtedly arrest the paroxysms promptly, bat it would be
apt to give rise to visceral complications, which smaller doses would
avoid, and at the same time be equally efficacious.)

Dr. Ludlam writes me—*“Perhaps in the whole range of its clini-
cal virtues there is no more satisfactory and really valuable use which
can be made of the Gelseminum than in the treatment of these inter.
mittents, which might properly be styled post-typhoid. It is to this
especial form of intermittents, which succeeding upon an adynamic
condition of the system, are characterized by a want of distinctness
in their several stages, and which are of a masked type and intracta-
ble in nature that the (relseminum has, in our experience, seemed to
be particularly applicable. We have remarked the evident tendency
in patients suffering with enteric fever, and who bad but recently re-
moved to the city (Chicago) from miasmatic distriets, to sequela of
this order, Bearcely any such patient has eacaped this characteristic
convalescence, and in none of those cases in which we bave ordered
this remedy have we failed to witness the best results from its em-
ployment, while in yeara past such cases were especially perplexing
and tedious, we are free to express our pleasure in znd -apprecia-
tion of a means so entirely sucoessful. These patients_.were. all
from the Southern States.” '
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John C. Morgsn, M. D., author of a short preving in Dr. Ship.
man’s Journal of Materia Medica, writes as follows: “It seems
worthy to be called o specific for fresh cases of intermittents, and
it wilf even modify old cases, changing double to single tertian.
My dose is one-tourth drop in a teaspoonful of water, ususlly. I send
a few clinical cnses.”

a) “W, 8., a swarthy soldier of large frame, on going into camp,
May 11, had no blanket; slept on straw under a leaky shed ;—the
night being cold, awoke early in the morning with a severe chill,—but
little shaking; fever ensued. Took at a dose ten drops common
tinoture Gelseminum ; fever augmented with slight delirium. Took
five drops; some aggravation. During the afterncon and evening
took fractional drop doses; no fever at night. The next day took
one-fourth drop every two hours. He had no other paroxysm.”

(8} «A soldier of sanguine temperament bad diarrhea and rheu.
matic pains, with symptoms of Intermittent; took for several days
one-fourth drop tincture Gelseminum, and was cured.”

Tntermittent Fever—Case 1.—*In one case I had used all the
usual anti-periodics, as Cornine, Salicine, Quinine, ete., without sue-
cess, Even after producing the constitutional effects of Quinine, the
chills would sometimes return every day for awhile, then every other
day. Thus the case continued for several weeks, until I despaired
of success with the other anti-periodics, so I determined to try the
tineture of Gelseminum. Accordingly, I left an ounse of the tincture
of the fresh root, directing it to be given in doses of thirty drops
every iwo or three hours, until the eyes were affected; then the med-
icine was to be suspended until that passed off, then agsin resumed
as before, and 50 on until the fever was broken, I saw the patient
just as the chill was gone off, and commenced the tineture of Gelsem-
inum immediately. The fever did not rise very high, nor coutinue
long, vor- did the chill ever retarn. The patient recovered from the
time he commenced the medicine, and was soon up at his usual avoca-
tion. Now, what still more astonished me was, that the medicine
never affected his eyes in the least, yet it suspended the chills immne-
diately. 1 had frequently combined the tincture of Gelseminum with
the other anti.periodics before and met with very prompt success, yet
I atiributed it to the other articles; but this time I determined to
try the Gelseminum alone.”—{Sensible!] (Dr. Goss, Edlectic Med. J.

Case 2. Nov. 4. —Intermittent Fever (tertian type). Has been
affected six months ; has pain in the head, and pains over the body,
when he has no chill; tongue not much coated ; other symptoma com-
mon to the disease. Treatment—Alkaline bath once a day; tincture
Gelseminum, one-half dram three times a day, Nov, 17, discharged,
eured.—Newton's Clintcal Reports; '

The above are the only two published cases of Intermittents
cured by this medicine alone, Very many cases are reported of pre-
tended cures by Gelseminum ; bui, as it was always given mixed
with Quinine, Hydrastiv, or other drugs, no reliance can be placed
vpon the reports.
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Dr. Holecombe writes me that the Gelseminum was the basia of
geveral celebrated patent medicines, noted at the South for the cure
of remittent and intermittent fevers ; that it certainly was the prin.
cipal ingredient in “‘Speed’s Tonic,” which at one time was consid-
ered an unrivslled febrifuge, but, failing to curc those cases attended
with organic complications, it fell into disfaver, although it is atill
used by many people in the South. “From large doses I bave seen
blindness, partial deafness, singular torpor, stupidity of feeling, ina-
bility to open the eyelids and nervous prostration ; such symptoms as
would follow a state of nervous excitement, or hypermsthesia, In
gmall doses I have found it valuable in the opposite condition. I class
it with Aconite, Belladonna and Chamomilla. I have used it in the
summer months for weeks at a time, as I would Aconite. I believe
that in addition to its febrifuge power, it has a specific anti-periodio
influence.”

Dr. James B. Bell gives the following as the characteristic symp-
tom3 of the Gelseminum in fever :¥ “Fever without thiret; wants
to lie still and rest, particularly with inflamed tonsils, beginning on
the right side,

Dr. Douglas praises the Gelseminum in drop doses very highly in
simple, uncomplicated Intermittents, when indicated by the symp-
toms, and speaks of having met with much snccess in its use. Dr,
Ludlam has cured several well marked cases of Intermittent fever
with the low dilutions. Several of my colleaghes report casez of
Ague, succeasfully treated with Gelseminum, %ﬁ have used it fre-
quently in Intermittents, and have succeeded in some severe cages
in curing the disease after it had been arrested with Quinine, but
showed an obsiinate tendency to return. These cases were reported
in full in the Aungust number of the North American Journal of Hom-
@opathy for 1861. Tt can be used both during the Apyrexia, and in
the paroxysm. In larger doses during the former state, than during
the latter. It will be found to control the psinful nervous semsations
which arise during the fever, better than Aconite, if indicated. An
Eeclectic physician, engaged in a large practice in the State of Ohio,
informed me that except in severe congestive cases, he relied alto-
gather upon Gelseminum to break up the paroxysms of fever and
agne. He stated, however, that he always gave a sufficient quantity
to cause almost complete blindness durinlg the apyrezia. I hardly
doubt the veracity of my informant, but I suggested to him that he
might break the patient as well as the agne. He had no fears of the
result however.

“ Harry McK—, aged five years. Tertian Intermittent Tever,
At 1 p. m., chill—one hour; Fever, five hours, very hot with delir-
jum, jerking of the limbs, viclent headache ; aching in one leg. Gel-
geminum, twoe doses, with interval of twelve hours. Next day,
(the regular period,} had 2 paroxysm at half past eleven, a u., six
and a balf hours after the last dose—had diarrhma in one bour after
the dose; two stools; colio-like ; prostrated. Sac lactis, At the

*Hahnemanninn Monthly, Vol. I, page 183,
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next period fever strong, headache worse, eyelids swelled but not
jerking; delirium the evening previous; pain between the shoulders,
No more diarrh®s. Paroxysms at half-past fen, 4. ».; went to sleep
at eleven ; remained without paroxysm, lively, ete., four days. Then
light ¢hill one-half hour from eleven, a. m.; Fever until six, p. m.;
ccﬁic ; irregular atool. Sac lactis. One week after this reported

aroxysms every other day were very mild, and were growing
ighter each time. Saclactis. (Here was a chance to cause aggra-
vation by impatient repetition.) Had one more paroxysm, very light,
chills beginning in the extremities ; (if beginning in the dack, Capei-
cum is the remedy according to Prof. Guernsey,) after this, seemed
weak. To take, as a prophylactic, on the 13th night and every eight
days, Gelseminum, 30th, three doses. He remained well.—Morgan.”

“ Mrs. MeK—, aged 41 years; mother of Harry. July 5th,
1865, had Tertian Intermittent Faver, No chill ; Fever at ten, A, u.
Great pain in the back and thighs; (has an old prolapsus uteri,)
headache. Paroxysms subsided at nine, P. v. Gelseminum, 12, one
dose,

July Tth—At five, a. M., chill without shaking—two hours,
Pains very severe; less headache; (right hypochondrium and epi-
gastrium have been very sore for eleven years.) Bowels alternately
loose and costive. Sac lactis, There was no paroxysm at the next
period, but she reported looseness of the bowels, windy colie, thirst ;
bad breath ; yellowish, haggard face; hepatic soreness as of old;
sighing. Feels worse mornings. China, 200th, one dose. One week
later had a slight paroxysm, preceded by headache, short breath, pal-
pitation of the heart. (actus grand., 100th, one dose, (at the end of
the paroxysm, as usual.) No more paroxysms. To take a dose of
Cactus every week, three times, Remained in her usual health from
this date.—Morgan.

# Many cases of Intermittent Fever in Illinois, with chills from
fifteen minutes to two hours long, followed by heat, often with sleep,
one to twelve hours long, and afterwards, though not always, perspi-
ration for some time. The chills were not attended with much hard
shaking, The attack was ushered in with great languor and rheu-
matic, or neuralgic paing in the back and limbs, and sometimes soft
stools. Dose, mother tincture, one-fourth drop every three hours,

A young wmiss of thirteen years, o resident of Savaunnah,” Ga.,
every eveniog afier supper had fever, which gradually rose and went
off before morning, the patient continuing asleep. 1 gave her a pow-
der of the 6th trit, every eight hours, three doses, then after twelve
hours a fourth. There was no more fever after the first dose. I may
add that the same preseription cured many fresh cases of simple In-
termittents in my regiment, when undisturbed by other things. The
eymptoms bore a resemblance $o the above, bet usually had some chill
in the beginning.”— Morgan.

1 am not aware that any homeeopathist has advised or used Gel-
seminem in Typhoid Fever. But its pathogenesis and physiological
action has many points of resemblance to that form of 'prhoid des-
ignated ag Nervous Fever, 2. ., when there iano intestinal lesion or



416 » NEW REMEDIES,

any particular local complication. It is specifically indicated in those
cases in which the patient, from some great excitemant or over-exer-
tion, suddenly sinks into a low typhoid state, with great prostration
of all the vital forees, and when he experiences strange sensations in
the head, with morbid condition of the motor nerves, manifested by
local paralysis, or continued jactitation of certain muscles., Women
are more subject to this variety than men. With the former we have
many hysteric aymptoms, such as nervous dysphagia, even hysteric
spasms, sleeplessness, aberration of sight, ete.

Gelseminum should here be cautionsly' given in drop doses, or
pellets of the 2d or 8d.

Dr. J. C. Morgan informs us that *low potencies, tincture, and
repetition of doses had an iuvariable and manifest tendency to aggra-
vate the cerebral congestion or pernicious quality, when it existed in
fevera in the zrmy,

In the troe enteric fever, I should not place much reliance on
Gelseminum, There are other remdies which pathologically eorres-

ond, and are consequently more specific ; among these are Baptisia,
%hus tox., Phosphorie acid, Arsenicum, Terebinthina and Muriatic
acid,

Typhoid Fever in a child of about five years. A case reported
by I{r. Fallagant, of Savanoah, Ga. “Bymptoms: Nervous move-
ments every night, like spasms ; ‘oscillation of the eyeballs ;' patient
seemed about to die. (Gave one drop of a tincture, prepared a few
days previously, from the leaves and flowers, every two hours, until
the next day. Convalescence at once set in.”

In Felloww Fever, Gelseminum has not been used by the homeeo-
pathic school, I believe. Drs. Holcombe or Davis makes no mention
of it in their reports to our hommopathic journals, They relied upon
Aconitum, Belladonna, Arsenicum, Lachesis, and Argentum nitricam.
The eclectic and allopathic schools have used it to some extent, but
the only published report I can find relating to it is a pamphlet by
Drs. White and Ford, of Charleston, 8. C. This report was entitled
the ¢ Bradycote (whatever that ma!hmean) treatment of Yellow Fever
by Gelseminum sempervirens.” ey prepated a tincture from the
fresh root, as follows : Radix Gelsemini four ounces, Alechol (95 per
cent.) and Aqua communis, each eight ounces. To adults they gave
of this twenty or thirty drops; to children from five to tweuty, every
hour for the ﬁyrst four hours, then at looger intervals, and with doses
half as large. Total number ireated with Gelsemioum twenty-five,
all of whom recovered, Of these, fifteen were males and niune
females; adults twelve, children twelve ; whites twenty-two ; blacks
two. OFf the whole number treated, two vomited black vomit, five
passed black vomit downward. In three cases hemorrhage ocenrred
from the tongue, gums, or nasal passages. One woman was iu the
gixth month of her pregnancy, and did not abort. Average duration
of trestment, about eight days.

No marked prostration was caused by this remedy ; the pulse be-
ing, bowever, much less quickly reduced than by Veratrum viride,
In few cases was the heart’s action fully lowered in less than twelve
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hours, and it was well controlled throughout the reat of the diseaso,
in the majority of cases. The concarrent treatment was the same as
with Veratrum, Mercurialization was complete in ten cases ; incom-
plete in fourteen cases. In a few instances a marked redness of the
tongue was observed, a condition that was not distinetly noticed dur-
ing the administration of Veratrum. [This symptom has been often
noticed in my provings.—Hale.| The Gelseminum appeared to pro-
duce a general calming influence, even during the early period of its
administration, but was not found to possess any marked narcotio
grc-perties. It seemed to promote the action of the kidneys, and-

uring its use only, in severa]l cases, an erythema of the skin was
noticed. This drug appeared to influence the volume of the pulse,
before it affected its frequeney, and in most cases for the rest of ‘the
disease to control both conditions in an equal manner. Emesis was
not observed to ensue upon the administration of this medicine ; the
gustric irritability peculiar to the disease being moreover, to all
appearances, favorably influenced. There were treated by Veratram
viride 117 cases, of which fifteen died. Of six treated by the ordin-
ary method (without Veratrum or Gelseminum) three died. '

In Searlet fever the Gelseminum bids fair to rank with Bella-
donna. DBesides being indicated in the peculiar, intense fever, with
nervous erethism, its well known action on the skin will render it of
value in impelling the eruption to the surface. It causes a peculiar
erythema which has some resemblance to the eruption in secarlatina,
as well as some forms of purpura. Its analogous relation to both
Belladonna and Aconite, strongly commends it to our favor, and if
we are to judge its curative powers from its pathological effects, it
will be found efficient alone, where the former remedies were indica-
ted. Dr. H. W. White spoaks very highly of its effects in scarla-
tina. He asseris that it will control the pulse, calm the nervous
erethism, determine the eruption toward the surface, relieve pain and
lessen the cerebral congestion, in 2 manner superior to Belladonna or
Aconite. Cases which seemed guite formidable at their commence-
ment, s00n assumed a milder character, and terminated safely. He
considers it effectual, alone, to control the majority of cases, Should
the disease assume a malignant character, Dr. White alternates it
with Ammonium carbon., Carbo vegetabilis, Muriatic acid, or Arsen-
icum. Its use should be suspended if symptoms of prostration
set in.

In Measles the Gelseminum appears to be specifically indicated
during the forming and inflammatory stage (the eruptive). Among
its pathogenetic symptoms we find prominent catarrhal conditions, as
“ chilliness, watery discharge from the nose, hoarseness, with feeli'ng
of soreness of throat, and in the chest, cough, etc.” Among its
effects upon the skin we find 'a papulous eruption, very much the
color of measles, which it closely resembles, but the papule are more
distant and distinet. It appears most frequently upon the face.”
Relying npon these fragmentary, yet prominent indications, I have
treated several cases of rubeola with this remedy, and apparently

27
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with good results. It scemed to prevent a eontinuance of the cough
beyond its proper limits, and o act as a prophylactic to chronic catar-
rhal affections, bronchitis, or pneumonia,

Dr. Douglas considers it quite capable of modifying the disease
in & marked manner, when given in the first stages, after which Pul-
satilla, Euphrasia and Sulphur will be more useful. Dr. Lodge siates
that ho has used Gelseminum in measles, in some cazes to the cxelu-
sion of any other remedy, and is satisfied that it is a valuable medi.
cine in this disease.

In the treatment of Krysipelas, Gelseminum may be found of
unequivoeal benefit. Tt is certainly homosopathic to the febrile symp-
toms, if not to the peculiar eruption or external manifestations of the
disease ; yet, Gelseminum causes an erythems, which certainly bears
a resemblance to some of the milder forms of erysipelas. Tt is also
homeopathic to those dangerous and often fatal congestions, or inter-
val metastases, which often complicate the malady, I gave it in one
severe case of facial erysipelas, in alternation with. Rhus. The case
progressed very favorably. DIir, Coeadvises it as a topical application
“ We have found the tincture,” he says,  beneficial as an outward
application in erysipelatous affections. Diluted with from four to eight
parts of water, we have applied it with excellont results, The paris
should be kept covered with cloths wetted in the diluted tincture, Tt
abates the local inflammation, and has a very soothing and pleasant
influence.”

In Variole the Gelseminnm may prove as useful as Aconite and
Belladonna, in allaying the intense and painfol fever which aceom-
panies that disease. 1t has been used advantageously in Varioloid.

In all eruptive fevers, especially in children, there is a strong
tendency to convulsious, at or about the time of the appearance of
the eruption. Iknow of no remedy which is so likely to prevent that
unpleasant, and often fatal complication, as the one under consid-
eration,

In the treatment of Rhewmatic Fever, and Rheumatism generall
Gelseminum hag its advocates in the homaopathie school of the Nort{
West, or that portion of them which have adopted the use of the
remedy.

The Geleeminum is highly praised by some practitioners, in Hee-
tic fever, and there are some reasons for supposing it to be peculiarly
adapted to that form of fever.

Yenous Sysiem,—Dr, Marey declares Aconite to be “lhomeeo-
pathic to intense or excessive venons congestion, with entire paraly.
#ia, or depotentization of all the arterial activities, carried up to the
point of actusl cyanosis.” I once supposed Gelseminum to be
hommopathic to the same condition, but recent investigations have
satisfied me that Holecombe's remark is true, that “ Gelseminum holds
a position midway between Aconite and Belladonna.” It is rather
difficult to define exactly what this condition is, but it is certainly
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more hommopathic to arterial congestion than Aconite or Veratrum
viride. 8iill, one of the offects of Gelseminum in moderate doses,
is undoubtedly eimilar to Aconite, for, like it, it * depotenﬁzes the
arterial activities.”

It needs Yfurther trial and investigation to determine the exaet
relation of Gelseminum to the venous system. It may be asserted,
however, that while Aconite and Veratrum viride are only homeo-
pathic to primary passive venous congestion, Gelseminum is primarily
homeeopathio to tha form of intense passive congestion, of both veins
and arteries, in which an irritation of the congested organs sels in,
nearly as gevere as though the congestion had been active. = This con.
dition may be attended by inflammation or hemorrhage, 2nd may end
in active arterial congestion, etc. Eclectic writers seem to be aware
of the danger of using Qelseminum in gome cases. King says, “It
is contra-indicated in congestive fever, in cases where there is great
muscular and nervous prostration with relaxzation, and when there
exists a determination to the brain or other important viseus,”

Mucens Membrames.—There is a paucity of aymptoma in the
provings of this medicine relating to its effects on the mucous tinsues,
It seems, however, to irritate the conjunctiva, nasal passages, and to
some extent, the respiratory and digestive tract.

In the first edition of this work, I did not place much stress on
these aymptoms—not as much as they descrve, Considerable experi-
ence with the medicine for the last three years has convinced me
that it acts on mucous surfaces in 2 manner not unlike Euphrasia and
Pulsatilla, and in some respects like Belladonna. The kind of in-
flammation, which it sets up in these tissues, is evidently of a catar-
rhal nature. But the character of the drug is such that its effects
seem to stop short of those muco-purulent discharges and organio
lesions, which may be caused by Pulsatilla, Sepia and other agents.
The general symptoms of Gelseminum are so similar to those which
attend the first atages of calarrhal affections, that every phyasician
has been struck with the resemblance, namely : The ecoldness, chil.
liness, debility, soreness of the muscular system, and the discharge
of thin, watery mucus.

In practice it has been found useful in acute catarrh of the
nasal and bronchial passages, and even catarrhal diarrheea and dys-
entery,

Dr. Paine, (eclectic) who seems to be a close observer, entertains
the following views regarding the action of Gelseminum : * Another
peculiar impression I bave notised is its influence upon the capillary



420 NEW REMEDIES,

circulation of the mucous membrane in cases of congestion and

inflammation of the mucous surface. It appears to have the effect of
oontrolling these vessels and leasening the hypersmia, removing the

engorgement, preventing exudation, and thereby controlling a very

important class of maladies.” Dr, Paine recommends it highly in’
dysentery, which he believes iz “a specific form of catarrh of the
colon.” He does not seem to be aware that he is using the Gelsem-
ioum homeopathically, In his own experiments, however, detailed
on a previous page, he found it to cause ** tenesmus and bloody dis-

charges from the bowels,”  His experience with it in dysentery is

worth recording, and will be found under that head.

Lymphkatic System, —Although Coe and some other writers
crudely declare Gelseminum to be an * alterative,” we bave no direct
proof of such action. I have never geen any indications of its action
on the glandular system, nor can I imagine any such action, nnless it
be from congestion of certain large and important glands, which it
may induce. :

LOCAL EFFECTS.

Mind.—Irritable and impatient mood ; ineapacity to think or fix the
uttention ; confusion of mind ; stupid, intoxicated feeling ; dullness of
all the mental faculties ; in one case great mirthfulness; inability to
concentrate the mind; depression of spirits; anxiety; incoherency
of thought, The sensorial modification consisted of a mistiness within
the brain, not much affecting the lucidity of thought, but somewhat
confusing perceptions, so that I experienced some difficulty in attend-
ing to the physical details connected with my practice. There was
at first 2 cheerful, careless morale, afterwards depression of spirits,
Rather dull and stupid for some days, with disinclination to conver-
sation, This was remarked by my friends, who knew nothing of my
taking the medicine. Aversion to study ; melancholy and depending
moed. I found it to affect the power of concentration very materially.
I conld not fix my mind on the contents of a newspaper, although the
matter was of an exciting character. I could not pursue one train of
thought for any time; ideas would vanish and leave a vacancy of
mind which was quite annoying.

CrinicaL  OBSERVATIONS, — (elseminum is particularly recom-
mended when there is excessive irritability of body and mind, in
mental derangement with vascular excitement. No remedy is more
useful in the canseless nervous excitement of hysteric patienis; orin
those feverish conditions secompanied by great restlessness, tossing .

about, sleeplessness and irritable mood, Xn those conditions, one or
two drops of the tincture every hour will be the most proper mode of
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administration, It is indicated in those attacks of frenzy, attended
with congestion or inflammation of the brain; also in those stupid,
comatose conditions attending typhoid fever, and in a low, muttering
delirinm of typhus. Here we s]ylould give drop doses of the second
or third dilution.

I have found it promptly curative in that state of semi-stupor,
with lazguor and phyaicaF prostration, caused by protracted night-
walching ; also in that mental apsthy which follows intoxication from
the use of ardent spirits,

Hysterical insensibility is much more readily controlled by this
medicine than with Opium or Cannmabisindiea. Hysterieal catalepsy
is 2 gimilar malady, and one in which Gelseminum is primarily indi-
catéd’; also many other hysterical states of body ang mind, while
Platinum, Assafoetida, Valerian, and Secutellaria, are secondarily
homeeopathic to similar states,

Head.—Pain in the head across the forehead ; after breakfast
experienced a dull, aching pain in the head in the region of the ocei-
put, which inereased in severity as the day advanced; exeruciating
hesdache, accompanied by slight nansea; the pain seemed slightly
mitigated by shaking the head, but the relief thus obtained was not
marked. THeadache extending from oceciput to os frontis ; great heav-
iness of the hend ; sensation as if the brain was heavy ; heaviness of
the head with dullness of mind; dimness of sight and vertigo; pain
in the head quite constant, dull, stupefying and pressive ; most fre-
quently in the forehead and temples; bruised paio above and back
of the orbits; tightness of the brain; often more or less headache
with nansea ; giddiness is pretly constant; an intoxzicated fecling and
tendency to stagger, often with dizziness and imperfection of vision,
aggravated by smoking ; heaviness, with sense of fullness of the
head, which increased to a severe headache, relieved on the third day
of the proving by copious urination, after which a pleasant languor
pervaded the system for some hours; dullness of the head with stn-
por; dry mouth, coated tongue, bitter taste; pulse full and 80;
intoxication, vertigo unte falling ; sort of mistiness within the brain,
not much affecting the lucidity of thought, but somewhat confusing
perception; staggering like one intoxicsted ; swimmiong sensation in
the head ; head felt very light with vertigo. e could wot hold the
head erect. Pain over the whole top of the head, extendiog back to
the ogciput; general dizziness, and disagreeable pain in the head; 2
band like pain whiech surrounds the head, with shooting pain in each

“jaw and parietal bone ; pain in the left side of the head, extending
to the prominence of the parietal bone to the maatoid process of the
temporal, and is periodical in its nature ; dull headache in the right
side of the head; in the morning, on rising, a dull pain in the oceiput,
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and a slight tendency to throbbing in the right side of the head ; head-
achein the top of the hezad, in the left occipital region, then changing
to the gides and vertex ; a settled, dull, dragging headache, mainly
in the occiput, masteid, and upper cervical region, extending to the
shonlders ; relieved when sitting by reclining the head and shoulders
on a high pillow. These last symptoms delineate a form of headache
very often met with, and in which Gelseminum is a specific remedy.
No remedy has a greater influence over the circulation of the blood
in the vessels of the brain. It causes hypersewmia of that organ,
which stops just short of inflammation, DBut its paralyzing influence
on the great reactive forces of life, prevents that termination by des-
troying the reactive power of the system, In this respect it differs
from Belladonna, Stramenium, and Quinine, :

CLmiear OsseErvaTions.—It is homeeopathic to that intense and
overwhelming congestion of the brain which often attacks childres
during the period of dentition. In these cases the nervous emergies
soon lose their integrity. No reaction comes on, and the patient
dies comatose, or in feeble convulsions, Owing to its Erimry omee-
opathicity to this condition, Gelseminum should be used in the second
or third decimal dilntions, repeated every fifteen minntes.

It is also homeopathic to Coup de sofiel, a condition very similar
to the above. In the so-called “brain fever” of children and adults,
it will be found beneficial in alternation with Aconite, Bryonia,
Belladonna or Hyoscyamus. In inflamwation of the membranes of
the brain, it will be found a valuable auxilisry to other well knowm
and reliable remedies in that affection. It is homewopathic to many
varieties of headache, in which it has been successfully used both by
homeopathic and allopathic physicians. In nervous headaches, where
the pain commences in the cervieal portion of the spinal column, and
spreads thence over the whole head, it will afford prompt and timely
relief, Dr. Patice says: <“Headache of the nervons kind may ofter
be relieved, and I have found no one medicine so useful in this troub-
lesome disease,” Hemicrania, when aecompanied by abnormal symp-
toms of the eyes, such as dimness of sight or double vision, or with

reat sensitiveness to all sounds, will be promptly relieved by it.
e so-called nervous sick headache will generally be arrested by a
few doses of alow dilution of Gelseminum, while the true sick head-
ache, which arises from gastric derangement, will only be palliated
by this remedy ; a cure can only be effecied by proper diet, and the
atient use of Pulsatilla, Iris vers., Nuz vomica, Podophyllin and
anguinaria,

Those who wish to understand the specific action of this drug in
cansing and curing these nervous affections of the head, will find an
admirable explanation on page 12 of Peters’ Ruckert on Headache,
Gelseminum undonbtedly canses a weakened and debilitated state of
the great sympathetic nerve ; and thence arises the pain, heat conges-
tion, etc., of the head. It is primarily howmopathic to those head-
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aches which come on suddenly, with dimness of sight, or double
vision, with dizziness, followed by great heaviness of the head, semi-
stupor, dull, heavy expression of the face, great musenlar reaction,
full pulse, ete, Allopathists elaim to cure chronic headaches of long
sianding with Gelseminum, '

Dr. C. Madden sends me from Australia the following case, which
comes under this heading :

“A gentleman was sent to me by Dr, Wheeler, of Adelaide. Be
has had constant, gradually increasing headacke for three or four
months ; dull, heavy pain extending to the nape of the neck, fre-
quent throbbing in the temples, and vertigo on rapid movement, He
was for a long time subjeet to constipation, which ceased when the
headache began ; aud the bowels have been regular ever since. I
gave Gelseminum, & drop night and morning. For thirty-six hours
the headache markedly increased after each dose; Then a sudden
throb, like a snap, tooi place in the centre of his head, The headache
at once and entirely ceased, and has not since returned, but the bowels
have again become constipated.”

Dr. Morgan reporta the following cages:

W. W——, aged 20 months, hydrocephalic, had the measles,
which receded. Cephalic symploms setting in, i, e,, dullness of the
senses ; with diarrheea and brouchitia, gave Gelseminum in water; a
teaspoonfol, every fifteen minutes. The eruption re-appeared, with
copious sweat, in one hour. )

A stout boy of three years had fever, with red face and subdued
manner, Gelseminum 1st, one dose. Well thereafter,

In Coma and Adpoplery; it is homceopathic to these disorders
when they arise from Intense passive congestion, with nervous ex-
haustion, and as these are the primary conditions caused by Gelsemi
num, it must be given in very small doses. If the appoplexy depends
;n ;wtive arterial congestion, in persons of tense fibre, the doses must

e larger,

I Esve found (elseminum very useful against those distressing
paing in the head which often follow fever and ague. These pains are
of a cramp-like, drawing or tearing character, and are aggravated by
study or exertion. They generally occupy the region of the occiput.
Also for those sensations snd paine which in some persons precede
attacks of ague, snch as drawing or shooting, dull pains in the region
of the mastoid process.

Eyes.—Great heaviness of the lids; difficulty of opening the
eyes or keeping them open ; eyes closed in spite of him, on locking
steadily at an object; fullness and congestion of the lids; diplopia
when inclining the head towards the shonlder, but vision single when
holding the head erect; dryness of the eyes; misty or glimmering ap.
pearance before the eyes ; pain in the orbits, sometimes excessive;
diplopia, whick I could correct by aun effort of the will; distant ob-
jects seemed indistinot as I rode or walked, and one evening I could
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read only with difficulty, These symptoms were characteristic, as
my sight is perfectly good, and I never have anything the matter of
my eyes. Dilatation of the pupils; amaurosis; diplopia; blindness;
dimness of sight.  Stitch traversing the eyelids ou the right side,
vertically ; vertiginous sensation, followed by confused vision, espe-
cially of distant objects ; the sense of sight is tardy in following the
movement, things appearing for several seconds to be blurred, and the
remaining unfized in its new direction, but no sensation of gauze or
film. Tt is accompanied by a disposition to partially close the eyes
a8 if to steady the balls. Confusion of sight with heavy looking
eyes, (similar to that produced by aleohol). Pain in both eyes, par-
ticularly the left, dimness of sight; drooping of the eyes; indis-
tinet vision; in the eveming eyes felt quite sore, and as if there
was some foreign substance irritating the conjunctiva. At night
eyes quite sore ; not much pain, but merely soreness with sensitive.
ness to light and lachrymation; eyes yellow; eyes much inflamed
and weak, with great flow of tears at iutervals ; great heaviness of
eyelids. Pains of a shooting character in the fromtal sinus, extend-
ing to the eyes and jaws. The pain in the eyes is of a pricking
character, extending from the centre to the angle. The pains seem
to wind round the right eye. Pain extending from the bridge of the
nose to the eye. Deep-seated pain in the eye of the left side, ex-
tending from above downwards. Smoky sppearance before the eyes.
with pain sbove them. Total blindness ensued in o very short
time after taking thirty drops, with violent dizziness.
Crivicar.  Omservations.—Gelseminum has a remarkable and
eculiar affinity for the organs of vision. No other remedy, except
e¢lladonna, B0 promptly and so especially aflects the eyes. It must

become, in time, a valuable homeepathic remedy for many serious
external and internal diseases of these organs. :

Before its relaxing effects are felt in the general muscular system,
its local effects upon the ?elids become apparent. The lids feel
heavy, and are lifted with difficnlty, Afler a time complete paralysia
of the lids obtain. This constitutes an affection designated by opthal-
mic writers as Prosis. It may arise from paralysis of the levator
muscle, or from an affection of the third pair of nerves,  Gelsemi-
pum may cause Ptosis by inducing either of these conditions. Bat
there is some reason to believe that the Ptosis caused by this drug
may have a deeper seated origin. Mackenzie (Diseases of the Eye.)
says; “The cerebral variety may be cither sudden or slow; the
sudden, arising after sudden exertion, violent mental excitement,
exposure to the direct rays of the sun, intoxication, blows on the head,
eoncussion of the body, ete. The slow, from organio changes going
on'in the brain. The disease often wears an spoplectic aspect.”
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Mackenzie gives several cases, evidently caused by congestion
of the brain, It is to such cases of Ptosia that Gelseminum will
be found curative. It will probably be found efficient in the Ptosis
of drunkards, from exposure to the sun, and the so-called rheumatie
variety, Tt is eminently homeeopathic to those cases caused by par.
alysis of the third pair of nerves.

ipiopia is another prominent and primary effect of Gelseminum.
Double vision, according to Mackenzie, may proceed from paralysis of
some of the muscles of the eyeballs. Doubtless, Gelseminum causes
such a form of disease, and would he found curative to paralytic
cages. But diplopia often proceeds from a congested staté of the en-
cephaloni, I suspect that Gelseminum is homeopathic to such a moi-
bid state, as alse to the diplopia ¢aused by aleohiol and chloroform, to
which it seems i) have a great resemblance in many respects. Gel-
seminum is homeweopathic to Asthemopiu or debility of the eyes; in
those cases of weakness of sight eaused by exhaustion of the
the nerve from over exertion of the eyes, especially when accompaun-
ied by dimness of sight; feeling of weight in the head and eyes, with
some dryness and double vision. It is not indicated in chronic cases,
Io these, China, Iron and Nux vomica will be found nseful. In one
case the prover complained of having Strabismus, and a constant in-
clination to squint. 1t may be useful in some paralytic cases, but
probably not curative in the strabismus which comes on in the course
of hydrecephalus,

he Amaurotic symptoms caused by Gelseminum are many and
distinet. It seems peculiarly indicated in that malady, and if we can
ascertain the exact sphere of its action, may prove useful to the ocu-
list in relieving amsurotic patients. It is undoubtedly homeeopathio
to many forms of amaurosis, viz: to those caused by apoplexy of
the retina; congestion of the brain, apoplexy, and cven those dases
which arise from the presence of worms in the intestines. When
admiuistered for the cure of amaurosis it should be given in smalil
doses. The medium or even high potencies will prove efficient.
The following case is reported by Dr. Kenyon. It is illustrative of
the curative powers of Gelseminum in some forms of amaurosis:
“ Rev, Mry, , aged about 35 years, nervous bilious tempera-
ment, previously sug'ering from intermittent fever, and had taken
Quinine largely, complained of being tormented with a constant floas-
ing of spots before the eyes, at times black and even dazzlivg—uno
other symptoms. I gave him Beliadonna, and did not see him again
for three weeks, when he said the trouble was slightly relieved for a
day or two and then increased ; he ceased taking the remedy, think-
ing it might be an aggravation, but the trouble continued to increase,
and after a week he resumed the remedy with no effeet. The sight
is gradually growing dim, so that he cannot read or write ; the words
all run together, and he cannot tell a person across the room. -Thers
is considerable heat in the eyes, and extending into the forehead ; the
floating spots are all black now, the pupil of the eye elightly . con-
tracted ; with this exception perfectly healthy in appearance, and
there is no indication of former troubles. I then prepared and gave
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him of the 6th and 80th dilution of Gelseminum-—a dose of the 6th
each morning, and of the 30th each evening., I did not hear of him
again in several weeks, when he wrote me that ie two days from the
time he commenced the remedy he conld see an improvement, when
he, accordiug to my directions, omitted the remedy; and in two
weeks every trace of the trouble was removed. I saw him months
after, and be remained perfectly well”™* Dr. D. W. Rogers, of Quiney,
Mich,, relates a case in the North American Journal, (August, 1861,
page 104,) where the Gelseminum was useful in a case presenting
symptoms of intense heaviness of head ; stupid drowsiness ; dimness
of vision also: double vision; vertigo; throbbing of the carotids;
Eulse slow and weak. Other cases could be reported, but sufficient

as been presented to direct the attention of physicians to the great
value of Gelseminum in this affection.

1 have never noticed that it caused photophobia. Onu the contrary
it frequently causes a thirst for fight. It might canse photophobia as
one of its secondary or remote effects. I judge so from the fact that
I once removed, permanently, a fear of light, more especially candle
or lamplight, which had resisted Phosphorus and Conium, and was
caused by an idiopathic over-sensitive state of the opiic mnerve, as
there was no trace of inflammation, I used drop doses of thetincture,
however. Dr, Peters declares Belladonua to be antipathie to photo.
phobia. It must resemble Gelseminum in this partieular symptom,
and probably many others.

T.?nder the action of (Felseminum the pupils are always dilated.
I bave never witnessed contraction.  Aconite, on the contrary, gen-
erally causes contraction of the pupils. It will be well to bear this
fact 1n mind, as it i3 an impertant diagnostic symptom in many cere-
bral diseascs.

Ears.—Rushing and roaring in the ears; sudden and temporary
loss of hearing; the pains which ascend from the back to the oceciput

often affect the ears; digging in the right ear; stitches; pain behind
both ears.

Curinicar OnservaTions.—There are no instances on record of its
being used in affections of the ear. One of the symptows of catarrh
in the head, or a common cold, is roaring iu the ears with sudden
deafoess. In such cases it might prove of benefit. 1t may be found
of service in nenralgic otalgia, also in paralytic deafness. Coe says,
* The diluted tincture dropped into the ear will soften the acenmula-
tion of hardened cerumen, and relieve the ringing roaring from
diseased secretion.” Sce Dr. Allen’s case under * Throat.”

Nese.—Watery discharge from the nose; sneesing, with dull
headache ; tingling in the nose; bloody, mucus discharge,

Crivicar Osservarions.—Dr. Douglas considers it a specifie for
colds in the head acecompanied by a discharge of watery fiuid from
the nose, hoarseness, cough, soreness in the throat and chest, Dr.
D. W. Rogers prized it highly in an epidemie of influenza in which
*Geventeenth Aunual Report of the American ustitule of Homaopathy.
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he tested it. It has been 2 valuable remedy in wy practice in mild
and severe attacks of influenza, with loss of smell, coryza, headache,
ete. Dr. Pattee says, in coryza, or cold in the head, this is one of
the best remedies I have ever used ; it cures the severest cases in
from twelve to forty-eight hours,”

Epistaris, in a lady of dark complexion, with suppression of
menses, constant dripping all night of dark, crimeon bleod, in spite of
Sulphur, Rhus tox., cold applications, ete., was arrested in ten minutes
after one dose of the one-thousandth.—Morgan.

Dr. 8. A. Merrill reports: “In many catarrhal affections I have
found the G'elseminum to act very finely, even in severe eoughs, with
(in children) & metallic sound somewhat like croup.”

*One person came to me recently with a very severe cough, accom-
panied with a good desl of pain in the chest in places, tendervess in
the egigast.rium with vomiting in the paroxysms, Gave the ordinary
remedies for several days without any effect whatever, Gelseminum
is acting like a charm.”

1 think our professional friends will find the Gelseminum a very
usefal remedy in thése affections, many of them growing out of this
relaxed and debilitated condition ef the system on the return of warm
weather at the close of our winters. At any rate, let them observe
and report.”

Face,—A papulous eruption on the face, very nearly resembling
measles ; erythema of the face and neck; heavy, besotted appearance
of the face; sensation of stiffness in the muscles of the jaws; the
muscles of the face seem to contract, especially the orbicularis oris,
somewhat impeding speech ; numbness of the face; pale face; cold
face, covered with perspiration. (Tozical effects.) ltching of small
peints on the face; pimples on the temporal ridge; yellow com-
plexion.

Crivicar, Opservamions.—It has been used successfully by my-
aelf and some other homoeopathists, in the treatment of facial newral-
gia. 1t cured one case of neuralgis of the infra-orbital nerves, which
did vot yield to Aconite or Belladonna. Qne drop of the tineture
was given every hour, end the diluted tineture rubbed on the affected
part. Dr. Coe says, “neuralgia, when arising from functional disturb-
ances of the nervous system, is successfully treated with Gelsemi-
pum.” Tt is best indicated, when, in connection with the pain, there
are contractions and twitching of the muscles near the portion of the
face affected ; also, in those cazes accompanied with extreme general
nervousness, and loss of control over the voluntary muscles, giving
rise to odd, irregular motions. Dr. Douglas has found it eurative in
several cases of prosopalgia.

Prof, Ludlam writes me, “In some cases of orbital meuralgia,
eharacterized by distinet nervous paroxysms of acute pain, of 8 quo.
tidian type, located along the supereiliary ridge, especially over the
left eye, with contractions of the eyelids and a peculiar expression
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in the eye of the affected side—the organ appearing to the observer
as if the patient were laboring under a maddening delirium, the
opposite eye appearing quite normal, meanwhile—we have given the
Gelseminnm with good effect. In one ezample, where Quinine
had failed at the hands of another physician, the Gelseminum afford-
ing prompt relief. In most cases thus remedied, the relief of suffer-
iVan has been gradual, the pain tapering off quietly and imperceptibly,

e have never employed it locally, in this disorder. To speculate
upon ita modus eperandi would perhaps be of little serviee, but that
it has the property of interrupting certain nervous disorders, of
which the more prominent symptom 1s their periodieity, there can be
no question. The introduction of the element of timeinto the organ-
ism, whether viewed in a physiological or pathologieal light, ia ome
of the most marvelous ang entertaining phenomena c¢onnected with
the history of the species: and any remedy capable of relieving ab-
normalities of this function ~if sueh we may style it—in any of their
protean forms, merits our study and most earnest attention. If it be
demonstrated by sactual experiment that the Gelseminum is capa-
ble of palliating and removing a local hypermsthesia of the supra.
orbital nerves, or indeed, of any other nerves, ths profession should
be made aware of this fact ; and it is for this resson that we arc led
to record our own limited experience in the direction indicated,”

It may prove nseful against erythema of the face, also to certain pap-
ulous eruptions of the face, not of a constitutional character. The
sensations of tension, stiffness, and contraction of the muscles of the
face and jaws, would scem to indicate that it might be useful in some
cases of trismus. (Scutellaria causes similar symptoms.) Acting
upon this suggestion I once gave it to a female patient, who, in a hys.
terical attack of unusual severity, bad such rigidity of the musecles
surrounding the mouth and jaws, that it resembled an attack of tei.
auns. The jaws conld not be forced open, nor hardly the lips. I
snceeeded in getting two or three drops between the teeth, In eight
or ten minutes the jaws began gradually to relax, and in a short time
had assumed their natural condition. In erysipelas of the face, the
internal and external use of Gelseminnm is sometimes of much ben-
efit as a palliative remedy.

Teeth and Jaws.—Stiffness of the jaws; difficulty of opening
the mouth ; on the right side, pain extends from the last baek tooth
up to the temple ; pains of a shooting character in the froutal sinus,
extending to the eyes and jaw,

Orivicar OBservations.—In some cases of jucial neurolgia,
especially in nervous females, when the jaws seem to be spasmodi-
cally affected, Gelseminum may be useful in combatting “that symp-
tom. In odontaigia from a cold, or when purely nervous, Gelsem-
inum may be useful. It is said that a bit of cotton wet in the tine-
ture and applied to the tooth, or pushed into a cavity, will relieve the
pain

The three following cases are reporied by Dr. Morgan :
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Several cases of painful dentitiou, with sudden, loud outeries,
jalsating fontanelle, feverishness, have been promptly ameliorated by
elseminum; 1 m, and 30 m, B '
Sarsh C., aged cight months, had painful  dentition, pulsation of
fontanelle, gums inflamed and swollen, parozysms of erying, grasped
the head frequently, great fear and horror of falling, rolling up of the
eyes, wanting to be carried. Gelseminum, 1 m., one dose. In ome
and a half hour, violent wicking of the eyelids, for fifteen minutes,
(There had been sores about the ears, which had scaled.) The next
day, having gradually, but decidedly improved, otorrhoa 'set-in, with
itching pimples, and the sores behind the ears became again active.
Foatanelle still pulsating, some dullnesa. Sulpbur 2 m., completed
the eure in about eight days, the teeth coming through, the affection
of the ears subsiding, and the child continning meanwhile perfectly
cheerful. The pulsation continued as Jong as sny other symptom,
(The mother also had onc dose of Sulphur, 1 m,)

* An old lady had neuralgia of the left side of the head and neck,
constant, dragging, frequent shooting. . Gelseminum 30 m., on dose,
Next day reported that she was cured as if by magic.”

Month and Tongue.—Dryness of the mouth; astringent sensa-
tion in the mouth; thickly coated tongue; painful dryness in the
fauces ; tongue red; tongue red, raw and painful ; sensation as if the
tongue was paralyzed, impeding speech; partial paralysis of the
glottis and tongue. (Toxical effects.) Tongue coated with light,
whitish coat; several times during the day saliva was found colored
yellowish, and all the latter part of the day a bad, foul taste and
breath ; yellowish white fur on tongue ; yellow coat on tongue.

Crinicat Opservations.—From its effects on the tongne and glot-
tis, we may find it curative in many eases of irritation, or paralysis
of those parts,

Throat.—Dryness; irritation and soreness of theé faunces; diffi-
culty of swallowing ; paralytic dysphagia; when vomiting, the fluids
passed through the nostrils ; acute sensation of heat and astringeney.
(Toxical effects.) Painful seusation of something having lodged in
the cesophagus. :

1 once observed the following symptoms, which oeccured in
woman, to whom it had been given to arrest daily bysterical convul-:
sions. The patient had never experienced similar symptoms before,
The tincture (ielseminum was given in doses of ten drops, every four
hours. The spasms were mueh relieved, and their periodicity broken
up, but on the second day of its administration there appeared dry-
ness and burning of the fances; red tongue inflamed in the middle;
severe burning in the cesophagus, from the wmouth to the stomach;
spasmodic sensation, and eramplike pains in wsophagus ; hawking up
of bloody matter, During the spasms, bloody, brown foam would run
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out of the mouth. The burning se¢nsations at times scemed intolera.
ble; deglutition was painful; food and drinks, warm, aggravating.
At this juncture I was called, and for the relief of these symptoms
gave Arsenicum 8d, then Carbo vegetabilis 3d, with mucilaginous
drinks, but without much benefit. A more careful study of the symp-
toms determined me to try Phosphorus. Pellets of the second dilu-
tion were given with prompt succese; relief followed in a few min-
utes after the first dose, and in a few days the symptoms disappeared-
In this case there must have exisied cesophagitis,—a true inflamma-
tion of its mucous tissue. As the Gelseminum was tsken largely
diluted with water, it must have been a specific and not 2 mere local
effect.

Cranicar OnservaTions.—It may be found a valuable remedy in
inflammation and irritation of the cssophagus, from acrid secretions
of the stomach. Dr. White, of New York, praises the Gelsem-
inum highly in tensilitis, and inflammation of the pharynx, palate and
uvula. He considers it equal to Belladouna in scarlatinous angina,
J have ouly used it in catarrbal inflammations of the fauces and ton-
sils, in which it seems to act favorably. It would seem to be
specific to paralysis of the glottis, and all other portions of the
organs of deglutition. Inall the above affections, the medium of
high dilutions are best indicated, especially if the patient be suscep.
tible to the aotion of the drug; if uot, large doses must be used, Its
action on the throat rescmbles vory much the effects of Belladonna,
Dr. Douglas advises it in inflammation of the tonsils, and other throat
affections. In the spasmodic affections of the throat, so frequent in
hysteric females, it is superior to any other drug, but will have to be
given in material dosce.

Ellie D., aged 10 months. Swelling of threat, both side ; much
wheezing ; sick since midnight (July 20th, 1865). Aggravation at 3
&. M., better since 6 a. M., (after mustard plaster). Throat zore ; the
mother fears she will choke to death, Gelseminum 12, oune dose.
The third day lumps {lousils) are nearly subsided ; throat well. Was
much better in one hour. The other symptoms required Aconite,”"—
{Morgan.]

Dr. Lodge reports that Gelseminum has proved very useful in
cages of para}i\rsis succeeding diiht.heria, particularly iu paralysis of
the organs of deglutition and ie aphonia. He relates the following case :
« A young man of 18, who had been treated for diphtheria by an allo-
pathic physician, was found with the following symptoms : great pros-
tration ; partial paralysis of the right side ; desire for food, but diff.
culty of swallowing, and vomiting after taking ever so little ; cannot
speak above a whisper ; great diffieulty in articulation ; cough with
expectoration of frothy mucus streaked with blood; severe pain in
different parts of the body, immediately after lying down, preventing
sleep; pulse 120, and small. He had been kept up by stimulants.
Treatment—Gelseminum tincture, five drops in half a tumblerful of
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water ; teaspoonful every hour. Commenced the medicine at 3 r. w,;
rested better the following night; pains very much less; next day
conld swallow easier ; in four days could swallow well, and partook
moderately of roast turkey, with relish. The improvement continned
under the uge of the Gelseminum, all the symptoms disappearing,
except those of bronchial irritation, which Gelseminum did not remove.
Phosphorus, sud the ordinary remedies were then resorted to, and
the cure completed.

Dr. T, F. Allen, of New York, in a very able paper on Physiology
and Pathology of the Nasal Passages,* in some remarks upon diseased
states of the custachian tube, says: * Lachesis has pain on swallow-
ing, going up into the ear, but the course of the pain is along the par-
otid gland, it i3 more external than internal. In Gelseminum the
reverse i3 true, it is internal and not external.” 'The writer further
says: * To illustrate the action of Gelseminum, I have a very strik-
ing and apt case which much astonished me and my patient, A
young lady of 22, in affluent circumstances, felt compelled to apply
for relief from the terrible sick headache which preceded every men-
strual period, appearing from 24 to 36 hours before the fiow, and
attended by profuse vomiting, with bearing-down pains in the abdo-
men, no pain in the back, the symptoms relieved on appearance of the
flow, Cocculus was preseribed, which certainly relieved her somewhat,
and in time I think, would have gradually cured her, but after two
-months I was requested to take her throat in hand. For several
years she had been baving, with increased frequency, a sore throat,
coming on with a little fever, and leaving her a little deaf. Lately
every change of weather affected her throat, and she was becomin&
more and more deaf, and constantly s0; when her throat was inflame
and sore, (confined to the upper part of the pharynx) pain on swal-
lowing would shoot up iuto the ear. The family were becoming
slarmed, as one member, an old lady, formerly subject to like attacks
of sore throat, became exceedingly deaf. #* * (elseminum was
soggested to me and L sent it to her. It astonished us all ; she has
not had a sick day with her menstrual perieds, nor has she had a sore
throat sinee, and no difficulty of hearing in the slightest degree, from
the time she began the Gelgeminom. %he took but litile, and it is
now over a year, * * She can go out in all weathers with impu.
nity, I gave the 100th, prepared by Dr. Fincke!” - This is a remarka.
ble case, both on account of the complicated nature of the disease,
aud the high potency used.” ' '

Dr. A. E. Horton, of East Poultney, Vt., reports the following
case of spasm of the glottis, cured with Gelseminum: ¢Lucy R.,
aged 26, took a slight cold about the firat of April, producing some
hoarseness, mild cough, and attended with slight fever, These symp-
toms yielded readily to the ordinary remedies, and during the twe
following days she made good improvement, But during tbe fore-
noott of the third day she was attacked quite suddenly with spasma of
the glottis, producing laborious inspiration, which steadily increased

+ Ami, Hom. Review, vol. ¥, page 335.
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ll day. Having been called out of town the preceding night myaelf
she had absolutely refused o have an allopathic physician called.
saw her about 5 o’clock in the afternoon, at which time, the spasm
baving gradually and persistently increased, the sufferinga of the
patient were frightful to behold. The inapiration was so laborious
that it required all the voluntary power sbe could exert, and was
atténded with a hoarse, eroupy sound that could be heard all over the
house. The excessive labor of breathing was attended with profuse
sweating; the face was livid, and she momentarily expected to die;
and, in fact, it seemed che must unless relief was speedy. I'imme-
diately put twenty drops of the mother tincture of Gelseminum in as
many spoonfuls of water, and gave her a spoonful at first every five,
ten or fiftecn minutes, gradually lengthening the interval as she grew
easier, until, at the end of three hours, she was sleeping, with only a
vestige of the croupy iuspiration remaining. She rested cousiderably
throu§h the night, and made good improvement afterward. Occa-
sionally she would get a alight return of the spasm, but it would
reedily yield to a few doses of Gelseminum. The cure was comple.
ted with the appropriate remedies for the consequent debility, and in
two weeka she was well,

“I have also, this present winter, cured three cases of the so-
called spasmodie eroup in children, with half-drop doses of Gelsem-
inum, the spasm and hoarseness both speedily yielding to the remedy.

Taste, Appetite, Gasiric affections, &c¢,,—Thiret during the
sweat ; mawkish taste; clammy, feverish taste; great hunger; erue-
tatious; nauses; hiccough; yellowish-white coating of the tongue,
with fetid breath ; alterate increase and loss of appetite; slight
nausea; sour eructations; bitter taste; bad, foul, spoiled taste and
breath, with frequent nced to rinse the mouth, or spit; raising of
tasteless, semi-golid matter in the msophagus, with flatns.

Cuintoac - Qeservarions,—It is homoopathic to loss of appetite
from debility of the stomach, or a paralytic state of the organs of
digestion, or increased appetite caused by active hypersmia of the
coats of the stomach, It does not seem to be homceopathic to many
gastric conditious, as it rarely causes nauses or eructations, [t does
not induce vomiting, like Veratrum viride, Tpecae, or Tartar emetic.
It only causes vomiting when taken in large quantities, and then it irri-
tates by its bulk and sacridity only. If useful in any variety of vom-
iting, it is in that form which arises from atony of the stomach, in
which case Nux vomiza, Iron and Chioa are better. _

Stomach.,—Feeling of emptiness and weakness in the stomach and
bowels ; distention of the stomach, with pain and nansea; sensation
as of something wanting in the epigastric region ; rumbling and dull
pains in the epigastrium, relieved by expulsion of flatus ; burning in
the stomach extending up to the mouth,

Crinroar OBsERVaTioNs,— Sensations of great woakness, empti.
ness,  goneness” at the atomach, arise from a debilitated state of the
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great sympathetic nerve, and may be uncomplicated with any other
morbid state, in which case Gelseminum may be useful, in small
doses. It may, however, arise from congestion of the portal system,
and a torpid state of the liver, in which case Nux vomies, Aconite,
Leptandria, Podophyllum or Mercurius would be applicable, alterna-
ted with Gelseminum. Itis often caused by wuterine congestion, or
prolapsus, when Cimicifuga, Helonias, or Sepia must be given. Igna-
tia, Coffea, or Thes, iu cases caused by mere nervous excitement, or
sudder emotion. It is primarily homwopathic to accumulation of fia-
tus in the stomach, distention, eructatious and dull pain, probably
caused by want of tone in the muscular fibres of that organ, For
such symptoms the 2d or 8d dilutions will suffice. It is secondarily
homeeopathic to many forms of gastralgic, cardialgia, cramps in the
stomach, aud all spasmodic conditions of that orgam. It is homeo-
pathic 1o congestion of the stomach, with hypermmia of its mucous
lining. The symptoms indicating its use are : sensation of a heavy
load, with weight, tension, and dull paiu ; sometimes with empty,
faiot sensations in the epigastrium, and a false huoger—a kind of
guawing.  Of late, the Gelseminum is much used ju all active ham-
orrhages, by the eclectic and allopathic schools. They rely upon its
sedative power, Many other remedies, however, will prove more use-
ful in these affections. In active hmmorrbages, Hamamelis, Ipecac,
and Erigeion; in the passive variety, Trillium, Terebinthina, and
Sulphuric acid, will be found eflicient remedies.

Abdomen and Siool. —-Rumbling and roaring in the abdomen,
with emission of flatus above and below ; periodical pains in the ab.
domen, with yellow diarrhees coming on in the evening; paiu in the
left iliae region ; bowels loose, but great difficulty to discharge any-
thing ; there seems to be great strength in the sphincter museles ;
dull pain in the bowels, which becomes quite severe towards morn-
ing; dall, aching pain iu the umbilical region; palpitation of the
abdomen, which conlinued about three minutes; slight pain in the
transverse colon; gnawing pain in the transverse colon, Seventeen ’
hours after taking the drug, was awakened by severe griping ia the
lower abdomen, soon followed b} a very natural stool, but followed by
no diminution of pain until another large, deeply bilions discharge,
followed by instant relief of pain, KEvacuation of flatulence both
ways ; movements of flatus in the lower bowels; slight, colic-like
feeling as if the bowels would be moved, and constant eruetations of
wind and bland fluid. At breakfast a dull ache on the right side of
the head ; gastric oppression ; had to loosen the waistbands; after
which, colic-like sensations to the left of the pavel, as if a stool
would shortly be passed ; slow stool, leaving a sensation of more
remajning to be pessed, and of abdominal repletion. Pain behind
the fifth rib, to the left of the sternum, from flatus, relieved by erue

28
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tation. Stool at firat consistent, then papescent, bilious, homogenous,
preceded all the morning by flatalence. Coincident with the intoxi-
cated feeling, gastralgia and colic. Colic-like pains below the navel,
extending to the testes, and causing flatus; relieved by ita expul-
sion; stool of a deep yellow color and papescent ; soft, bilious stool,
preceded by threatenings of diarrheea; colic, attempted stool, much
wind only passed ; tea-colored, semi-solid stool; dull pains in. the
abdomen ; sharp paing in the bowels, with stools of a light, creamy
color and pappy consistence ; slecp disturbed by lancinating pains in
the abdomen, relieved- by copions discharges of flatus; intoxicated
feelings, with painless but slightly diarrheeic stool ; tenderness of the
abdominal parietes.

Writers of the dominant and ecleetic schools have deereed that
Gelseminum does not act as an internal irritant, or a purgative; they
assert that it is not known to increase any of the intestinal secretions.
Homeeopathic provinga seem to lead us to different conclusions, as
the above abdominal symptoms demonstrate,

Cumioar Osservartions.—If Gelsemioum be homeopathic to
¢olic, it is to the spasmodic and fatulent.  As either of these vari.
eties may run into and induce the other, we will consider them in one
paragraph, Flatulence is generally caused by the imperfect digestion
of articles of food, some kinds of which, suchk as raw vegetables and
substances of a fermentable nature, are more prone to have that effect,
But in a perfectly healthy state of the digestive organs, all varieties
of food may be eaten with impunity, The powers of digestion, then,
must be morbidly enfeebled before flatnlent or spasmodie colic can
ensue. Any cause, therefore, capable of debilitating digestion, may
act as a cause of fatulence.

In [Peritonitis, we cannot expect much specific bencfit
from Gelsominum, except from its power “to control the fever,
and the nervous erethism from exzcessive pain. While it might
not be as important as Aconite, it would be better than Veratrnm -
viride or Tartarus emeticus, An external application of the tincture
in peritoneal inflammation might allay the pain somewhbat. I have used
Aoonite for that purpose with the best resulis. In Enteritis it may
prove more valuable, As it causes congestion and hypersmia of the
1ntestines, it may prove homeeopathic to the first stages of acute
enteritis. It will probably be useful to restrain the spasmodio action
of the bowels, which is often a distressing symptom of this disease.
In newralgia of the intestines I have found the tineture, in single
drop doses, given every fifteen. minutes, to be a successful remedy.
The symptoms were acute, lancinating pains in the bowels, with great
agitation and restlessness, cold bands and feet, rapid pulse and
a tendency to general spasma, In Strangulated herniz the Gelsem-
inum, in sufficient pathogenetic doses, ought to be a most valuable
aid. More relaxing than Chloroform or Lobelia, or Qpiam, it is sur-
prising that physicians and surgeons of the other achools have not
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resorted to ita use. If would be the first medicine X shonld resort
to, and no remedy holds forth greater promise of usefulness in snch
dangerous accidents: Iis internal administration would be aided
niuch by external application. In diarrhea (telseminum may prove
useful when the stools are bilious, papescent and acoompanied by
much flatulence ; also, when there is much nervous prostration—more
weakness than the discharge could cause. Dr. Morgan noticed that
while proving the drug, any exciting news would bring on “threaten-
ings of diarrbeea.” This fact is suggestive. We know that in
certain impressible people, whose nervous system has become
enervated, any fright, excitement or emotion will cause a temporary
looseness of the bowels, Now, the effects of Gelseminum on the
aystern are just such as would make it homceopathic to such condi-
tions and its effects. Since the above was written, Dr. Lippe, of
Philadelphia, reports to me several cases of diarrhaéa caused by
fright, grief and depressing emotions, treated with the 1000th dilu-
tion, a single dose sufficed. Prof. Hering states, in his lectures, that
he has verified my recommendation, based on Dr. Morgan's sympioms,
and has found the Gelseminum enrative in the diarrf?sa of soldiers,
originating while in active service. T

In Dysentery, so far as my experience goes, the resnlts attained
are very similar to those noticed from the use of Aconite, viz: sub.
sidence of the inflammatory symptoms, disappearance of blood from
the stools, less fever, and a mitigation of the tenesmus. I have
treated many severe cases with it, in alternation with Mercurius,
Podopbyllin, Ipecac. and Aloes, Besides its internal administration,
I have sometimes, and in severe cases, used the tineture .in
an enema, in the proportion of ten drops to four ounges of warm
starch or gum water ; injeoted all at once, and repeated every few
houra. It mitigated the severe tenesmus. In Constipution, Gelsem-
inum does not appear to be primarily indieated, in many cases, - It
may be useful in simple retention of stool from deficiency of tone in
tho museular coats of the intestines, in the 12th and 86th dilutions. Tt
may be useful, also, in constipation from spasm of the muscular coats
at some point in the intestinal tubes, (in drop doses of tineture) In
the Southern States it is mueh used in infusion, as a domestic rem-
edy for intestinal worms, and with alleged sugeess, Dr, Coe advises
the Gelsemin in half or grain doses, iwo or three times a day,
combined with Podophyllin and Bantonin, and says * it has proved
snocessful in removing the asearis lumbricoides and ‘tricocephalus
dispar. I have had unusual success in treativg worm affestions with
Gelsemin, 2d trituration, alternated with Podophyllin 1st or 2d,
and Santonin one-tenth, each in grain doses, two hours apart.  After
two or three days the worms are either expelled in large numbers,
or the verminous symptoms all disappear. A weak dilution of the
tineture injected iuto the rectum, will often bring away large quanti-
ties of ascarides.”

Dr. Paine, (eclectio.) of Philadelphia, mentions in his lectures on
concentrated medicines, his experience with this medicine. It is
well worthy of perusal.
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“Some years since, during an epidemic of dysentery, ¥ had an
opportunity of testing the virtues of this remedy, after the ordinary
means had failed. There were three cases in one family, two small
boys and one little girl. They had been prostrated by the disease
from one to two weeks. Astringents, opiates, quinine, eounter irri-
tation, and all the ordinary resources of the profession had been ap.
plied in vain. They were regarded by their attendant physicians as
hopeleas cases.

“it was deemed by the practitioner that these were proper cases
for the power and virtues of Gelseminum. I took these cases under
my charge in the presence of several physicians, for the purpose of
testing the virtues of this article in the most prominent degree. Hav-
ing first evacuated the stomach by Lobelia, and bathed the surface in
tepid water, I commenced the use of the Gelsemin in doses of one-
siztecnth of a grain, every half-hour, in cach of the cases.

“ The oldest was ten, the next seven and the other four years of

I did not deem age as requiring any change in the quantity of
the remedy. I repeate%l the Gelsemin until I had administered half
» grain,. This was accomplished in the course of twelve hours, At
the expiration of this period the tormina, which had been most har-
assing, and tenesmus, which bad been most exhausting, had entirely
disappeared. The discharges were essentially controlled, and
although the system was extensively prostrated and there wus general
exhaustion, still, so far as the active character of the disease was con-
cerped, it was essentially controlled. I thea resorted to small doses
of Quinine and Hypophosphate of Iron every bour for twenty-four
hours, together with milk punch and animal broths. At the termina.
tion of this .period the tormina and tenesmus slightly returned, to-
gether with the dysenteric discharges; but upon the administration
of two or three doses of the sizteenth of a grain of Gelsemin they
were entirely controlled.

“Thus by sdministering the remedy tiwo or three times a day, or
aa often as the symptoms manifested themaselves, together with the
hygienic measures, these cascs recovered. During this epidemio,

e?semiuu_m was admiuistered to between seventy and eighty cases
with almost uniform suecess. Indeed, so successful was this treatment
that in seventy ecases I only lost two; whereas, in the former treat-
ment the mortality had been quite large,

“T have also tested this remedy in other most severe epidemics,
aud have found it quite as much of a specific for dysentery as is the
Sulphate of Quinine for intermittent and remittent fevers, There
are some of our practitioners who do not regard this remedy as pos-
sessing all the powers claimed for it. During the last five or six

ears, they say, they have tested the remedy and it bas not succeeded,
{t must be borne in mind that dysentery may depend on a variety of
causes ; these causes should be removed so far as practiceble, * *
A student of mine who bas recently been through all the more im-
portant campaigns of the late war, and who has had most remarkable
opportunities for testing the power of Gelsemin, states that not in a
single case has 1t failed to produce the moat happy effects. In camp
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dysentery and diarrhwa he has found. thiz remedy, alone, adequato to
meet the most severe indications.” In diarrhowa, “especially that
caused by an exhansted and debilitated state, or by inflammation and
congestion of the mucous surface,” Dr. Paine states that he has found
Gelsemin useful. He values it highly in cholera morbus, but his
experience with it is unreliable, because bhe combines it with com-
pound “Syrup of Potasss and Rhabarb,” .

Dr. Paine uses the Gelsemin homeopathically. He gives it for
the very symptoms he haa seen it cause, nsmely: * Tenesmus and
bleody discharges from the bowels, with feeble, languid, debilitated
state of the muscular system,” S o

Administered in tbis way he does not dare to resort to the massive
dosea usually used, buit gives the one.sixteenth of a grain. He
further approaches homaopathy by advising, “in_ordinary cases, one-
Jiftieth and one-hundreth of a grain in chronic inflammations of the
mucous membranes.” He alsy advises the Gelsemin to be “iritura-
ted either with lactin (sach. lact.) or sugar, and 2dd a few ‘grains of
the tritaration to a tumbler of water, and administer in teaspoonful
doses.”

Liver and Spleen,—The provings of Gelseminom so far do not
show any pains or azbnormal sensations referable to the hepa ie or
splenic regions. Its effect upon the alvine evacuations, however,
show that it has some effect upon the liver. For iastance, we have
‘“large, deeply bilions discharge; bilious, papescent stool; stool of

K1

deep yellow color, and papescent; soft bilious stool ;” all denoting
increased action of the liver. We havealso ** tea.colored steol ; stool
of alight creamy color, and pappy consistence, “indicating an excessive
amount of bile in the evacuations.

Crinican OsservaTions.—dJudging from the symptom of “tea col-
ored stool,* we may consider it primarily homeeopathic in some forms
of bikious diarrhea, probably from a ref‘;xed condition of the biliary
ducts, or the ductus eommunis choledochus, or it may be hepatic
bypermmia, It is probably primarily homeopathis to passive congeas-
tion of the liver, denoted by prostration, and a languid circulation ;
languor, duliness, drowsiness, or depression of spirits ; dimness of
sight, and dull headache., Jaundice, with prosiration, clay.colored
stool, ete. There is one symptom above mentioned, namely: sreamy,
papescent stool, which indicates that Gelseminum causes either defi-
ciency or retention of bile. Now, from what we know of the action of
the medicine, it i3 hardly to be supposed that it can canse, primarily,
any oxcessive secretion of bile ; but it may cause deficient secretion,
from atony of the liver, in which case the yellow coloring matter of the
bile would fail to be eliminated from the blood, and its accumulation
in the ecirculation would be a necessary consequence. This, Weod
believes to be the most commeon origin of jaundice. Gelseminum, 3d

* Dr. Morgan writes me that by tea-colored he means 1% highly bilous hne.' beureén gToeR
and yellow.” (H.) o™



438 NEW REMEDIES.

dilution, alternated with Mercurins, Leptandria, Podophyllum, would
be most applicable in such conditions. '

Orinary Organs.—Urine rather increased in quantity ; clear and
watery ; frequent micturition ; frequent emission of clear and limpid:
urine, with seceming relief to the dullness znd heaviness of the head ;.
urine at times clear and limpid, at times milky and turbid. Urine
much inereased in quantity. (Bird,* says that it is characteristic of’
phosphatic urine to be pale and colorless ; also that such urine depos-
its pale urate of Ammonia, nearly white. Phosphatio urine is often:
footid). * The effects of Gelseminum were dissipated within a few
hours. As Ihave observed an sugmented seecretion of urine, I aup-
pose my kidneys eliminated the drug rapidly, and so prevented its.
action on the divers organic spheres,” I have noticed aymp-
toms similar to the above, whilst nnder the influence of the drug, and
in nearly every instance the profuse emission of watery urine was.
accompanied by transient chilliness, tremulousness, and an evident
alleviation of the sensations of henviness of the head, dullness of
mind, and dimness of sight. Several persons who made partial prov-
ings.for me, noticed the same symptomas, with the alleviation. Con-
trasting the effects of Gelseminum on the urinary organs, with some
of the phenomena of dizease, and they become interesting and signifi-
cant. :

Crmvicar Opseanations.—In real diabetes, Gelseminum cannot be
of much service. Itis probably not pathologically indicated. In.
nephritis, cystitis, urethritis it may be used as we would use Aconite
in similar diseases, viz : to reduce the local hyperssmia. In these
affections we must rely entirely upon the secondary action of the
drug; using it in larger doses.

%'n my practice it bas benefitted some cases of frequent urging to
urinate, with scanty emission, attended with tenesmus of the bfad er.

In Enuresis, Gelseminum ought to prove a9 valuable & remedy as
Belladonna, for like that drug, it induces 2 paralytic state of all the
sphincter muscles, Those cases, then, of involuntary micturition
depending on a relaxed or paralytie condition of the sphincter muscles
of the neck of the bladder, may be much benefitted, or cured by the
use of the dilutions of Gelseminum, This drng will probably
prove useful in spasms of the ureters from the passage of calenis, In
this most painful affection, the object is to produce, in the promptest
manner possible, a relaxation of the ureters. This is generally
accomplished bé the use of hot sitz baths, Chloroform and Lobelia or
Nux vomica. Gelseminum, if properly sdministered, would prove as
efficient as either of the shove means, and secendarily more homoeo-
pathic to the condition, In that most distressing affection, spasm of
the bladder, it would certainly prove useful, by promptly relaxing the

* ¢ Urinary Deoposits,'* page 219,
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circular fibers of that organ. This disease is often, in the case of
females, confounded with uterine spasm, and in males with epasmodie
colic. But in either disease (elseminum will prove a valuable
remedy, aided in some cases by Caulophyllum, Cimicifugs, Colocynth,
or Nux vomiea.

Mr. T. 8., vne of the most celébrated artists in the United States,
upwards of eighty yearsof age, was afflicted for more than four months
with a constant involuntary discharge of urine every quarter to half
an hour, day and night. The disease seemed to consist in a relaxed
paralytic condition of the sphincter muscles of the neck of the blad-
der, It was impossible for him to held his water, Cantharides,
Bromide of Potash, Dulcamara, and some other remedies were pre-
‘seribed without the slightest effect, It was now thought best to omit
all remedies for several weeks, but without any improvement. Hav-
ing latély studied the pathogenetic effects of Gelseminum, it was
resolved to try it in the above case. Five drops of the 2d dil. were
-exhibited three times a day. In afew days itz beneficial effects
were already perceptible, and in the space of a week the whole dis-
esse was conquered, and has not returned within now six months,—
[Neidhard] = '

The value of Gelseminum in paralytic conditions of the sphincter
muscles of the bladder has been correborated to me in four other
cases. It sometimes takes the form of nocturnal emissions, but also

requently ocours in the day time, The pressure on the bladder isso

great that if the patients do not void the urine at once it passes into
their clothes. The effect of Gelseminum on this symptom ie generally
very rapid and decided. It has never failed me in any case that I
have used it, although in some cases other remedies had been pre-
seribed in vain.—[Ib.] '

C. Liebrick ; very much debilitated by hseemorrhage from the bow-
¢ls ; could not retain his water more than ten or fifteen minutes. If
not voided it passes involuntarily,—there was burning during mictu-
rition. Gelseminum cured, after failure with Cantharides and Can-
nshis,—[Ib.]

Genital Organs.—(1) Mex. Some irritability of the right testis,
and afterwards dragging pain in the same, extending to both groins,
and the hypogastrium, followed by escape of flatus ; irritation of small
spots on the mucous surface of the prepuce, with surrounding con-
gestion ; painless redness about the orifice of the urethra ; agreeable
sensstion during the micturition, throughout the course of the urethra;
inveluntary emission of semen, without an erection. Oue of the
most careful and conscientious provers in our ranks, writes me as fol.
lows: * A seminal weakness, formerly removed by Conium, returned
during this proving, and was the chief reason why I discontinued it.”
This statement throws much light on the action of this remedy upon
the male generative system, and. accounts for its alleged usefulness
in seminal emissions. My own provings of Gelseminum developed
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the following symptoms : In counection with the general prostration
accompanied by diuresis, there was always much flaccidity with cold-
ness of the genital organs.

Cuivioat. Opservations.—Gelseminum is primarily indieated in
impotence from wuscular paralysis and atony ; in seminal weakness
with or without amorous dreams, but caused in all cases by direct
debility of the genital organs, or rtather, of the great nerves upon
which depends their healthy condition, Itis also secondarily bom-
mopathic to seminal emissions from excessive irritation of the organs
of generation, either from emotional or local congestive causes, and
when acecompanied by a condition gimilar to satyriasis.

In the former cases, umall doses of the dilutions may prove effiei-
ent, but in the latter large quantities will have to be admiunistered—
two or three drops of the tincture every two hours. T bhave used the
first trituration of Gelsemin in cases marked by local irritation,
and suceeeded in effecting a cure, when other remedies had failed,

Cases from allopathic authorities. Coe says: “ For spermatorrhees,
in connection with tonies, we have found it of exceeding utility. In
many cases it i3 better to administer the Gelseminum alone for sev-
eral days, or until a remission of the symptoms is induced, and then
followed with tonies—Cerasin, Lupulin, or Hydrastin.”

Case }.—From Keith’s Journal, in a letter from a physician :—
“ About four years ago, I was badly afflicted with spermatorches, and
bad nearly despaired of finding relief, for I bad tried every plan of
treatment suggested by my medical .friends. I acceded to yoar
advice to try %}elseminum, and took but four doses (of how much ?)
before the emissions ceased; und by continuing the medicine my
appetite returned, the peculiar cadaverous hue of my face yielded to
a more healthy color, and, as subsequent years have proved, I was
cured of my diseage.” In another mumber we have the following
statement : “'We believe it to be, in the treatment of spermatorrhees,
a3 near a specific as any medicine can be. Administer the following

wder each night on retiring: Gelsemin, one-half grain; Lupu-
in, three grains; mix: gradually diminish the dose as the patient
shows signs of improvement. We have cured meveral cases with
from six to ten doses.” The above prescription could only benefit
those cases belonging to the irritative variety, due to some local con-
geation, or exalted state of the nervesof those organs. The Lupulin
alone has s deserved reputation for curing similar cases of the
digease.

“In January, 1863, I commenced treating a young man who was
suffering severely from spermatorrhoes, induced by onanism. The
disastrous habit had been persevered im for years, till at length the
sexual power became so complately exhausted that the most power-
ful stimulus failed to cause erection. (In abandonment of the habit
he became a little better and then had hopes of marringe, but found
that the slightest approach towards a carcss produced an emission of
semen. In deapair he returned to his old course, and when he placed
himself under my care he was a mere wreck, both mentally and
physically. His face was pale and cmaciated, with dark circles



GELSEMINUM SEMPERVIRENS. 441

around his eyes. The mind very weak, memory defective, and he
was haunted by thoughts of suicide. He had emissions averaging
four or five a week, and also while straining at steol. The penia was
flaccid and relaxed, erections very seldom, and both testicles had
become smaller. On passing a bougie down the urethra I found that
there was very %reat tenderness around the opening of the sjacula-
tory ducts. I placed him upon the use of the lst decimal trituration
of Gelsemin, giving him one third of a grain, morning, noon and
night, and in nine months I bad the pleasure of secing him restored
to the most perfect health, No other remedy was used except Acon-
ite when suicide pressed too strongly upon him. Possibly he might
bave been cured with 2 high potency, for 2ccording to some of my
medical friends, a low dilutioniat is merely another form of allopath ;
but, with Alphonse Teste. I think ‘the true medicine is the one that
cures T have treated a number of cases with Gelsemin, and with the
most flattering success. I am far from considering it a =pecific for
any and every case of this disease; on the contrary, no. disease
requires a nicer diserimination, but nevertheless it 1s a powerful
remedinl agent, worthy to stand side by side with Aconitum napellns
and Argentum nitricam.”—Dr, Thomas Nichol.

In Gonorrhea the Gelseminum has been much wsed, and highl
praised by some enthusiastic eclectics. According to Coe, ** Gel-
seminum has gained considerable repute in the treatment of gonor.
rheea, We have employed it for some three years past, in that
disease, but never relied on it exclusively. Qur principal object in
employing it is to overcome the urethral inflammation and prevent
chordee, and for these uses we have found it reliable. We usually
administer it at bedtime, finding that the patient is more apt to enjoy
a quiet night’s rest thereby. We cannot say with certainty whether
the Gelseminum possesses any specific alterative value in the abeve
disease or not, but we believe it does.” He advises it in two grain
doses, but small powders of the first decimal trituration, or repeated
doses of the first dilution, will probably be found as useful, and leas
hazardous than the one large dose.

Case—Dr. Douglas (allopath} states that some thirty years ago a
patient came into his office with gonorrheea, of several months stand-
ing, which had been improperly treated, One of his students bogged
him to allow him to treat the case, saying that be could cure the moat
obstinate case in a few days with the root of Yellow Jessamine, A
small handful of the root was put into a common junk bottle of whis-
key, and in a day or two the patient ordered to take a tablespeonful
of the mixture night and morning. He took but a few doses when
he became much alarmed with the efflect upon hig eyes, thinking the
medicine had destroyed his visiom. Every symptom of gonorrhea
bsd, however, disappeared, and the cure was permameni. Since
that time he has treated many cases with it, and invariably with the
pame success. Dr. Morgan writes me: *“ The Gelseminum is in
repute for the cure of spermatorrheea, and an allopath of my acquain.
tance uses the tincture in the very largest doses in gonorrhma, with,
88 he assorts, perfect snccess even in old cases.
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(2)) Women.—Besides the few pathogenetic symptoms which I
have observed, none of the provers of our school give ws any symp-
toms of Gelseminum upon the organs of generation of women, The
following symptoms came under my notice : Sensation of heaviness
in the nterine region, with increase of the white, lencorrheeal dis-
charge ; a feeling of fullness in the hypogastrinm (in = girl of seven-
teen); slight uterine pain, to which she had been subject; aching
across the sacrum—a sensation a8 when the menses are coming on.
[These symptors appeared from taking five drops of the tincture
every two hours—in a pregnant female in the ninth week. On ex-
amination, the oa was slightly open, and somewhat patulous.

Crvicar OBservaTioNs,.—Notwithstanding the small amount of
experience which the profession possesses relative to theaction of the
Geelseminum on the organs of generation of women, there seems to be
¢onsiderable unanimity of opinion among eclectic authors, regarding
ity effects in that direction, We will examine the testimony. Dr.
King, who seems to understand its sphere of action very well, and
who hes had much practical experience in the use of the medicine,
says : “In obstetries it has been efficacionsly employed in dysmen-
orrlicea, gastralgia, oramps, and odontalgia during pregnaney; in
rheumatism of the uterus, rigid os uteri, hourglass contraction, re-
tained placenta, and puerpural convulsions, ete.

a “lfe will examine its merits in the above affections briefly in
etail :

In Dysmenorrhan of 2 neuralgic or spasmodic character, the
Gelseminum would undoubtedly prove beneficial in material doses ;
minute doses would fail to reach the malady, becasuse dysmenorrheea
is not one of the primary effcets of the drug. Its neurzalgic and spas.
modie symptoms are secondarg. But in the congestive form the
dilutions will be useful. In the inflammatory form Kiong advises it,
in éonnection with tincture of Aconite, both in large doses. Coe
asserts that “for relieving the pain of dysmenorrhcea we know of no
single remedy equal to it.” He gives one.half grain of Gelseminum
every two hoars, and frequently alternates Caulophyllin or Viburnin
with it ; both of the latter remedies I know to be valuable in this
affection. He further says: *“When cansed by functional derange-
ment we deem it specific; we have earned the gratitude of many
sufferers by its em‘floyment." I would advise a candid trizl of the
remedy in the hands of homezopathists.

(See Dr. Allen’s case of dysmenorrhea nssooiated with throat
and ear symptoms, under “Z%roat.”)

#The second morbid condition of which I spoke was painful spas-
modie affections of the sexual system, male and female. I continune
to derive the most brilliant results from the drug in dysmenorrbeca
and after pains, when these are spasmodic and vot inflammatory. Its
power over after-pains is so great that the lyingin chamber i3 well
nigh freed from one of its greatest bugbears, But it is antipathio
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rather than homeopathic to these conditions, and requires to be given
in full doses— from three to ten drops of the lst decimal dilution.
These temporary pains are the very things for which Hahnemann,
himself, has justified the use of antipathic palliativez ;* and in the
present instance we have found the further advantage of using a
remedy which acts as a special sedative on the affected parts them.
selves, and not--like Opium—by stupéfying the nervous centres.’—
Dr. Rughes, in British Journal of Homeopathy.

In Amenorrhea Coe advises it, and says the mensep will fre-
quently return under the use of half-grain doses of Gelseminum,
three times a day. In the congestive variety, induced by a cold, it
will wodoubtedly prove of service. In Adortion, King recommends
it on the ground that it will have the same effect as blood letting in
preventing that accident, Coe says: * The opinion has been enter-
tained by some that Gelseminum is capable OF producing abortion,
but our experience with it inclines us to the contrary belief. As
before stated, when administered in small doses, 52 gently stimulates
wulerine confraction, but when given in large doses i will arrest the
progress of labor with much certainty. Still we are unable to say
that it will noT prodnce abortion under some circumatances, although
we have never seen any evidence of its power to do so, and we have
administered it to women at all the different stages of utero-gesta-
tion.” Drs. White and Ford thought that when used in yellow fover
the Gelseminum rather prevented abortion, as one woman so treated
was in the sizth mopth of pregnancy, snd did not abort. Still, m
observations convince me that under some circumstances the medi-
cine may be capable of Yroducing abortion. The pathogenetic symp-
toms above noticed would go far to substantiate such a belief. Let
it be borne in mind that anything which has a severely depressing
influence upon the nervous and vascular systems may cause migcar-
riage. Thus, profuse bleedings, a chill, debility from acute disease,
grief, fright or other depressing emotions, will, in some constitations,
tend to such an accident. Now, the effects of this drug ou the female
organism are very similar to the above, and may, therefore, under
similar circumatances, bring on the same results. Its general action
on the uterus will be considered further on. In the vomiting and
gastrodynia of preguant females, when of a spasmodic character,
Gelseminum may prove beneficial. Some writer has called attention
to the similarity between this vomiting and sea-sickness. It isa cur-
ious fact that the remedies found beneficial in one, are those most
ugeful in the other., Thus, Nux vomica, Cocculus, and Chloroform
are the remedies for sea sickness, and I have found them equally
reliable in the severc vomitings of pregnancy. As Gelseminum bears
a remarkable resemblance to the last mentioned agent, I would advise
its use in single drop doses, in cases where the usual remedies had

baali 14 Oﬂm has béen found to enre coggh, di?rrhcn;a. s{ckness, spasms, ete., in & fow cases,

it is only when thess syzeptoms fArst in p p ingood health, and
are butdight. In lu.e{m casen, a4 for jnstance n triffing cough, cansed ﬂy. a recont chill, the
trembling arising from terror, ete., Opium will ti tore the 'patient to health, becouse

if these symptoms ure st ouce destro¥ed, the body is restored 3¢ its former condilion, and the
tendency to setarn auppressed.—Preface to Oprum, Moz, Med. Pura.
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failed to give relief, and where there was present cousiderable ner.
vous, debile irritability. The troublesome eramps of pregnancy,
slthough generally amenable to the nsual Veratrum album, Colocynth,
and Nux vomica, may be controlled as readily by the use of Caunloph.,
Viburnum and Gelseminum. Dr. King, in hia Obstetrics, speaks of
it in hour-glass contractions, and inversion of the wterus, in order to
aid manual operations, but doubts its safety under all circumstances,
In those cases it would be expected to have many of the effects of
Chloroform, especially relazation. He also strongly advises its use
in puerpural convulsions.

Cases reported by Dr. J. 8. Douglas : _

Case 1st.—On the night of the 3d inat., (Nov. 1861) s young
married woman, of highly nervous temperament, and seven months

regnant with her first c{ild,l was attacked with violent convulsions,
requently repeated, and soon followed with complete unconseiousness
and the wildest delirinm. '

This state of thinge continued till the afternoon of the 5th, when
she was delivered of a dead fetus. The convulsions now oceased,
but she continned in a state of wild delirium, incessantly talking and
without a moment of sleep for three days and nights, During the
next half day her delirium was somewhat more subdued, the inces.
sant talk less furious, and she seemed to sleep once or twice for a
mipnate or two. During all this time, the arterial action was inclined
to be excessive, as in acute inflammatory discase, though no such
state conld be detected. This excessive action was snccessfully con-
trolled by the frequent use of Aeconite.

I now resclved to try the effect of Gelseminum. Bhe accordingly
took tea.spoonful doses of a mixture of three drops, third dilution, in
one-half a tumbler of water, During the night, after two or three
doges, she had three sleeps of from one to two hours, and in the
morning gave the first evidence of consciousness. This, however,
was of short duration. A few minutes of mental effort seemed to
exhaust the power of the brain, and she relapsed into wakefu] delir-
inm, But whenever she has become deliricus and sleepless, the
Gelseminum in the above doses, has uniformly and promptly procared
quietness and sleep. The intelligent nurae has come to rely implic.
itly upon it when needed. The patient has ateadily improved from
the above date to the present, Nov. 23d, though it has been necessary
to give oceasional intermediate doses of Aconite, which alone has
controlled the excessive arterial activity. She now leaves her room,
though her mind is weak, and wanders when too leng excited.

In this case it i evident that Gelseminum bas uniformly and per-
fectly succeeded in quieting excessive nervous irritability and delir-
jum, and procuring sleep, where Aconite, Belladonoa, Chamomilla,
Coffes, Hyoscyamus, Igpatis, Pulsatilla, Stramonium, ete., have
proved powerless.

Case 24.—On the 5th instant., I was called to see a lady eight
months pregnant, the mother of four children, the two last of which
had been born at about the same period (of eight months).  All her
labors bad been exceedingly tedious, from three to six or seven daye,
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apparently from the great rigidity and unyieldingnesa of the os uteri.
In her last confinement she had violent puerperal convulsions, When
I waa called, on the 5th, she had had regular labor 'pains for three
days, but accustomed to protracted labors, she had not thought it
time to send for me till she was siezed with a convulsion, which was
repeated before my arrival. I found the pains quite active and fre-
quent, but on making an cxamipation not the lesst result was obsery-
able. The os uteri was not in the least developed, but rigid and
perfectly elosed.

With the vivid recollection of ber last two labors, at the same
peried of eight months, their extreme tediousness, the violent and
alarming convulsions which now bid fair to be continued through a
labor of days—perhaps many days ; of all the exhaustive appliances
formerly employed to subdue the convulsions and to hasten or stop
the premature labor, with nearly all my time necessarily occupied
with the case above related, no one will marvel at my extreme anxiety
and perplexity, On reflection, as all other known means, on former
occasions, had proved so fruitless, I resolved to try the effect of Gel.
semindm. It might, by its great sedative power, subdue the spasms;
it migbt allay and put a stop to the premature labor pains, If it
failed of accomplishing these objects, it might relax the rigidity of
the os uteri, and thus facilitate the labor. She was not of a nervous
but of a bilious temperament, I gave five drops of the tincture,
directing it 1o be repeated after each spasm, or, if no spasm occurred,
every hour unless the pains were abated, or she experienced some of
the characteristic symptomns of the drug, After three doses I saw
her. No more spasms had occurred. The pains were unchanged.
Directed one drop every two bours. Siz bours after the pains were
nearly the same, but o very palpable change was effected in the state
of the os uteri, which was now soft, relaxed, and sufficiently dilated
to admit the finger easily. I had no doubt the labor would now go
on, and from the much more rapid relazation of the os uteri than on
former occasions, would be much less tedious. I left to call again in
six or eight hours, or to be notified if needed soomer. At my next
visit the pains were much less frequent and much lighter. No symwp-
toms from the drug. Continued one drop every four hours. On the
following day the pains had altogether ceased, and the patient was
feeling entirely comfortable. Three days since she was in her nsual

health and attending to her usnal duties, Sbhe was safely deliv-
ered at the proper time, and after ab easy labor.  Others can draw
their own inferences from this case, and I will not comment upon it,
except to say it is obvious that (lelseminem accomplished in it
what every hitherto known means had entirely failed to eftect, on two
precisely similar occasions, with the same patient,

“ A pregnant lady was scized with great nervousness, pros-
tration, constipation, gurgling on pressure in the right iliac re.
gion, meteorism, feeling “as if her head were as big as a bushel,”
pulse frequent, small and weak, Took six pellets of the Gth attenua.
tion, every two hours, and she was weil the next day.”—Morgan,
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A case of false pains before parturition, reported by Prof.
Guernsey ; cutting, upwards, and fo the back, Cured immediately
by Gelseminum, 100th, one dose.

Case reported by Dr. C. A, Williams : Mrs. 8 , alarge woman,
of plethoric habit, about twenty-eifht years of age, in ber sixth
mouth of pregnancy, was taken April 26th, 1864, with fowing, It
not being very severe, the patient from some cause, allowed it to
continue till the 28th, when, thinking she was about to be confined,
sent for me. (I attended her through a case of the same kind the
frear previons,) On calling, I found the above history, with the fol-

owing condition : Counsiderable flowing, but no pain. "On examina-

tion, I found the os slightly dilated, and at onee proceeded with the
usual remedies to check the hemorrhage, but with no success, and the
discharge continued until the eve of the 29th, when the waters were
expelled. Immediately previous to the last act, she had two or three
quite severe pains, On examination, I found the os uteri rigid, with
the orifice about the size of a three cent piece. As she was free
from pain I put her upon Caul, two grain doses every two hours, I
contipued this umtil the patient was comfortable, with the excep-
tion of slight nausea ; I then gave her Caul., first decimal trituration,
three grain doses every two hours, until the eve of the same day.
Still no change. I then gave her Gelseminum, fluid extract,
two drop doses, every hour. The following morning, May 1st, I
called again. She had rested well, bad flowed but very little, and
concluded she was better. 1 made an examination and found the
os fully dilated, and the head of the feetus partly expelled. I very
soon delivered her, and cut the cord; the child lived nearly an hour.
The placenta was retained, and about ten minutes after the child was
discharged, the os had contracted, and was rigid as before. I again
gave her Caul,, in its various potencies, with no success, I then gave
Ergot, but got o effect except nausea. This occupied the time from
May Lst, until the 8d, Friday, the os still rigid. I gave Gelseminum
ag before, and with the happiest results, as in a few hours the os was
fully dilated, aud the placenta expelled, Mark, that during the
whole course of this case there were no pains, except the few before
the liquor amnii was discharged. The patient progressed finely, and
in o few days was convalesecent. The discharge was quite light after
confinement and of a pale eolor.

Dr. Pezse mentions a ease® of a womsn in the sizth month of
pregnancy, who was attacked with labor-like pains, which recurred
every five or ten minutes, (Her first and only child was born at
seven months.) She had alzo nauses and vomiting. Pulse full, 80.
Ipecac., Secale, and Aconite were given, but failed to arrest the pains.

elseminum was then prescribed, 15 drops of the tincture in half a
goblet of water. Twelve hours after, the pains were very slight,
every two or three hours; fever subsided ; pulse 68, The remedy
was continued, and the next day the patient, declared she *had not
felt as well since she became pregnant.”

*American Lomocopathiec Observer, Vol. II, p. 40,
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The action of Grelseminum on the uterus may be thus explained:
Dr, Garnsey, in the April No.[1865.] of the Amer. Hom. Obser-
ver, calls attention to an apparent diserepancy in the action of Gelsem-
inum, in two cases which he cites, The case of Dr. Williams was
one of inevitable abortion; that of Dr. Pease, threatened abortion.
In the former there was undoubtedly effusion of blood under the
membranes, and a conscquent separation at such portion as would
cause irremediable irritation in which no bleeding had oceurred, and
consequently no extravasation or separation. It was in fact a false
labor—the false pains, '

In the former case the muscular tissuc of the uterns was in a con-
dition of abnormal contractility, with an irritation of the nerves of
motion. In the laiter, there was probably no abnormal constrietion,
only an irritation of the motor nerves. Now for the actien of Gelsem-
inum. In material doses, 4. e, from the mother tincture to third
dilution, its primary effect is to relax the normal contractility of mus.
cular fibre, or paralyze the motor nerves, It secondary cffect is 10
cause abnormal contractility of muscular tissue, and abnormal iryi-
tation of the motor nerves.

Tn both the cases cited, the Gelseminum was secondarily homeeo-
paihie. It relaxed the preternaturally rigid os, in the one case, and
calmed the false pains in the other, on the same prineciple, with the
effect in both cases of arresting an abnormal condition, as a final result.
In Dr. Pease’s case there was no rigidity to overcowe, only an irrita-
tion of the uterine motor nerves, after this was calmed all abnormal
action ceased. In Dr, Williams® case the spasmedically closed os would
not let the natural pains have their due effect. The Gelseminum re-
moved the ecustriction, and the normal pains were permitied to. do
their duty.

Gelseminum is only primarily homwopathic when there is unnat-
ural relazation of the musecular tissue of the uterus, and an absence
of mormal irritability in its motor nerves, It is well known that
Gelseminum will, in cases of atony of the muscular tissue and motor
nerves of the uterus.

In all the cases above referred to, the original cause of the abnor-
mal condition may have been in the spinal cord, o which Gelseminum
has such a pernicious infiuence in poisonous doses.

There is another fact which should not be lost sight of, in estima-
ting . the apparent contradiction in the effects of Gelseminum. Tt is
well kmown to all practical physicians whe have made use of Gelsem-
inum, that the same quantity will not have the same effect upon
differeni constitutions. All medicines vary somewhat in their action,
but none so much as this. Oue person, in health or disease may take
ten drops of the mother tincture and perceive no effects from it;
another will be made blind and paralytic from the samé number of
drops of the first attenuation, There are many things about the action
of (Gelseminum which nced clearing up. This, timeand the investi.
gation of studious physicions, can only effect.

The following cases are reported by Dr, W. James Blakely:
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Case 15t.—Menorrhagia. Mrs. G., aged about 40 ; nervo-bilious
temperament, Hasz bad menorrhagia for the past three or four
months ; upon furtber inquiry, she states that she has had a discharge
of blood, pervaginum, almoest continuously for that length of time,
but eaunot deseribe any particular symptoms. In appearance, she is
healthy, her appetite is fair, and she sleeps well, complaining only of
the unpleasantness of the discharge, In the absence of indications
for any drag, I gave her (elseminum, tincture, five drops three times
a day. In about a month she reported, through her husband, that
the medicine had promptly relieved her, and that for some time she
had been perfectly well, _

Case 2d.—Inefficient labor-pains, Mrs. 8, aged 89. Strong
consgtitution, accustomed to hard labor ; nervo-bilious temperament;
has bad seven children, She went into labor Jan. 17th, 1866 ; I was
called to her Jan. 19th, about 1 p. M. [ found her suffering from
very severe pains in the back, uterus dilating, but pains not progress-
ing ; constant agitation of the body, headache and fiushed face, weep.-
ing and complaining. I gave her Gelseminum, tincture, five drops;
pure water, one ounce ; a teaspoonful every half -hour, In a short
time the patient was calm and easy, and for about three hours, en-
tirely free from the distressing paina in the back, Afier this time
had elapsed, regular expulsive pains came o, the uterus dilated fully
and the membranes were ruptured. Within two hours the pains be-
came so violent that I delivered with forceps.

Case 3d.—False pains. Mrs. J. C., aged 25. Has bad eleven
children. Membranes ruptured two daya before I was called, in con-
sequency, 15 she says, of a full; bat she had no pains until te-night,
(Jan. 25th, 1866) ; period of gestation not completed by about three
weeks, I found her suffering from severe expulsive pains; the os
uteri dilated to about the size of a half dime, hard, rigid and unyield.-
ing. I gave her Gelseminum, tincture; five drops in one ounce of
pure water, & teaspoonful every half hour.  After one or two doses
the pains ceased, the os uteri become soft and pliable, and the patient

selpt calmly for several hours.
' N. B.—Feb. 10th.—The patient has not been confined yet; the
o8 uteri has become firmly closed. Through indiscretion on her part,
she bas had several returns of the pains, which have, however, each
time been promptly removed.

Case dth—Convulsions. —C. K., aged three years. 1 was called
in great haste, about 11, », M., to see this child. " I found her lying
in bed, quiet, but with eonsiderable fever, flushed face and throbbing
of the arteries. She had had a severe convalsion, with violent con-
tructions of the limbs, hot and bloated face, ete. The family bad
been too much alarmed to uotice partienlsr symptoms, so acting upon
those I had learned, ¥ gave (ielseminam tincture, in drop doscs every
hour, She recovered promptly without another attack.

Case bth.~—~Gonorrhes. The cnse was related to me by an sllo-
pathic physician. A gentleman, during an absence from home, had
contracted gonorrheea. He came to my informant and requested
some medicine which would put him in a condition to enable him fo
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decline having correspondence with bis wife. He received a quan.
tity of Gelseminum root, to be steeped in boiling water, and of which
he was to take 2 half a tescupful, in order to produce relaxution of
the parts. “The same evening, about 11, r. m.,” said my informant,
“I was summoned to him in great haste. I found him sitting up in
bed, and his first remark wag, * Doctor, I am entirely bliud”  Both
he and his family were very much alarmed, but L succeeded in quiet-
ing their apprehensions, The next day he was quite well again, and
what was surprising to me, perfeetly cured of his gonorrhwes.”

In the treatment of the form of puerpural convulsions depending
on Uremic, I should place much reliance on the remedial powers of
Gelseminum. It will be found of much serviee in moderating the
violence of the fits, as well as to run off, by its diurctic effeciz, some
of the urea and carbonate of Ammonia upon whieh the morbid condi-
tiou depends. S

Of the use of Gelseminum iu rigid os wteri, Dr. John King
gays: * It has, within the last few years, heen recommended toover-
come this difficulty, and I have administered it in a considerable
number. of cases with benefit, It possesses an advantage over
Lobelia in not cansing nausez and vomiting, but as a general rule its
infiuence is not so readily experienced as with that drug, aud when
once effected is of 2 more permanent character.” (Do not give so
much then, Doctor.}) Prof. Cleveland, Dr, L. K., Miller, and - man
other writers, emicent in the Eclectic and Allopathic schools, spea
very highbly of the use of Gelseminum in difiicult labor from rigidity
of the vs or vagina., They consider it much more efficient, and its
administration attended with much less suffering and danger :than
Chloroform, Belladonna, Lobelia, or artificial dilatation. I think that
Gelseminum, in rigidity of the os uteri, is superior to any remedy
used in our school. It mmy be applied locally to the os, in the form
of the glyecerole of Gelseminum, one or two drams, with the finger.
Croserio advises the admiuvistration of a few pellets of the thir-
tieth [!] of DBelladoona. Jabr sags, *If the veck should remain
closed, and a bard rim should be felt all around ‘the orifice, three
globules of Belladonwa, dry wpon the toogue will bring about the
regular evolution of the progress of labor,” or *if the dilatation of
the vagina proceed too slowly, or be tuo painful, a few doses of Coffea,
Secale, Palsatilia or Nugz vomiea, will remedy this trouble.” This
latter preseription is mneh more seientific than the forimer, for Coffea,
Secale, Pulsatilla and Nux vomiea undoubtedly eanse rigidity of the
vagina aud o1 uteri, as a primary effect.  But there is not u particle
of proof tbat Belladonna dees  Own the contrary, the well-known and
invariable primary effect of Belladonua is to canse parnlysis or reloz-
ation of all the sphincter muscles. Gelseminum hay wmany points of
resemblance to Belladvana, bat none wore simitar than ita effects oun
the spliincter and civenlar muscles, ali of which are primarily refazed
and even paralyzed. It dilates che papil, paralyses the glottis. re-
laxes the splincter of the bladder sud rectum, and those muscles of
- the oa uteri and vagina npon which their contractile power depends,

While, then, it kay & similar uctivn to the Belladvana, it can be used
29 :
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with greater safety, for its effects are generally transient, and may be
controlled, if excessive, by such a general remedy as common salt;
or gpecifie, such as Secale or Caulophyllin. The large doses advised
by eclectics are not necessary. From two to five drops of the tincture,
or even first dilution, if good, will in most cases be found sufficient.
There is one other argament for the nse of Gelseminum in some dif-
ficult labors, which, if made reliable by the test of observation and
experience, will bring the remedy into deservedly high repute. I
allude to the statement made by several prominent writers, but par-
tieularly by Coe, whom I quote as follows ; “Some division of opinion
exists in relation to the true action of this remedy upon the uterus.
We have had considerable experience in the treatment of female dis-
- 'orders, and have used the preparations of Gelseminum quite exten-
sively. For five years past we have employed it as a parturifacient,
and with better satisfaction than any other remedy. We use it for
- the purpose of relieving cramps, or other spasmodic difficulties, ver-
-"tigo, niervous irritability, wakefulness and other symptoms accompany-
ing gestation. It seems to prepare the sysiem for the parturient
effort, and labor is completet{) in an nnosally short period -of time.
. When administered in small doses, it gently stimulates wlerine con-
- trastion, but when given in large doses it will arrest the progress of
labor with much cerfainty.” The same writer seeks to account for
this and other peculiarities of its action as follows: “Gelseminum
is one of those medicines which are peculiarly governed in their
- nction by the quantity administered. Thue, in amall doses, it acts as
& gentle stimulant to the nervous system, giving vigor and harmony
of action ; while in large doses it proves a powerful relaxant, com-
- -pletely prostrating the moscular system, and by over-stimulating the
rain and nerves, produces irregular and distarbed wvervous aetion.”
. 'This sentence undoubtedly embodies the real sphere of action of this
wonderful remedy, as well as the true rationale of its eurative powers
in disease, The explanation is worthy of the staunchest disciple of
Hahnemann, for it indicates as strongly as words can, that it cures
according to the law of Similia,; 1. e., @t cures in small doses, that
whick it causes in large.
~ Afr Passages.—Paroxysms of hoarseness, with dryness of the
. throat; voice seems weak; sneezing followed by tingling and fullness
in the nose ; sneezing with dull headache ; tingling in nose ; paraly.
“sis of the glottis with difficulty of swallowing ; ineflectual efforts to
artienlate ; voice thiek, as if the tongue was too large; cough from
tickling and dry roughness of the fauces ; burning in the larynx and
down in the chest, nnder the sternum ; a sensation of soreness in the
chest when coughing,

Cumicar  Opservations.—Dr, Douglas considers it almost a spe-
cific for ordivary ecatarrhal fever, with the nsual symptoms of sneez-
ing, watery coryza, sorevess of the throat, and congh, with rawncss
in the chest. During the winter of 1860-G1 I treated a great many
cages of severe influenza, then epidemie, in whieh the symptoma
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much resembled the above, only more intense, often nearly approsch.
ing to acute bronchitis. Gelseminum was the principal remedy relied
upon, It seemed to act very favorably in eutting short, or medifying
the disease. Only a few cases needed Phosphorus or Mercurius iod.
in alternation. Tu acute bronchitis it will doubtless be found as use-
ful as Aoconite or Tartar emetic. In aphonisz from catarrhal paralysis
it is fully indicated, in small doses. (See case reported under head
of * Throat.”)

Dr. 8. A, Merrill reports:* ¢« In many catarrhal affections I
have found the Gelseminum to act very finely, even in severe coughs,
with (in children) a metallic sound somewbat like eroup. One per-
son came to me recently with a very severe congh, accompanied with
a good deal of pain in the chest in places, tenderness in the epigas-
trium with vomiting in the paroxysms. Gave the ordinary remedies
for several days without any cffect whatever, Gelseminum is acting
like a charm. )

#T think our professional friends will find the Gelseminnm a very
useful remedy in these affections, many of them growing out of the
relaxed and debilitated condition of the system on the return of
warm weather at the close of our winters. At any rate let them
obaerve and report.”

Thoracic Organs.—Stitching sensation in the region of the
heart ; constrictive pain around the lower part of the chest; short,
parozysmal pain in the superior part of the right lung, on taking a
long breath, with stitches from above downwards. The pain in the
lengs is one of the most prominent symptoms. Periodical pains in
the pectoral muscles; offensive breeth; slow breathing and slow
pulse, (secondary). Sudden sensation of suffocation, as in hysteria;
vespiration almost imperceptible; sighing respiration (in men).
Breathing unnaturally slow ; heavy and labored respirations ; inspi-
rations were of w sighing, catching character; slow breathing, with
rapid pulse {primary}). Respiration burried and seemingly painful ;
inspirations long, wish croupy sound ; expirations sudden and
forcible,

Pathology.—The following pathological appearances have been
obzerved by Dr. Miller and myself, in animals poisoned by Gelsem-
inum : Aective hypersmis of the lungs; lungs highly congested,
heavy, sinking in water, but evidently not inflamed ; lungs bluish st
the base, crepitating but little, and filled with venous blood.

Crivicar, OpservaTions.—But few painful symptoms of the cheat
have been observed by the provers of Gelseminum. This I presume
can be accounted for on the suppesition which the pathological
appearances seem to upho d, that it does not canse inflammation, or
any distarbance of the nerves of sensation of the thoracic orgams,
In this respect it ranks with Aconite and Veratrum viride. It

* Amer. Hom, Observer, Vol. IIL, p. 217,
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undonbtedly first attacks the nerves which coutrol the respiratory
movements, acting primarily as a sedative, cansing more or less paral.
ysis; and sccondarily, irritating the same respiratory nerves into
irregular and spasmodic action, with coneomitant hyperamia, The
venous congestion, I imagine to be the result of an inability of the
veing to retarn the blood to the heart, from paralysis. The
gecondary symptoms shown by the dogs, were evidently of a spas.
modic character, 28 regards the respiratory efforts, while the primary
respiratory symptoms, were as evidently the resultof a sedative infla.
ence on the nerves.

The therapeutic sphere of Gelseminum in thoracic effections may
be briefly semmed up: It is primarily indicated in paralysic or
debility of the lungs, of 2 wervous origin, and in passive congestion;
it is secondarily iodicated ia all affections of the lungs and plenra,
which are marked by erethism, or vaseular irritation; or when con.
gestion is to be feared, or is already present; alse in all spasmodie
affections of the lungs and diaphragm, such as convulsive hiecough,
certain forms of asthma, spasms of the air passages, convalsive conghs,
ete, In real preumonia and plewrisy, it is pot truly homeeopathia,
but mzy be used with benefit.

Dr. J. 5. Douglas saya: * A word in regard to the homeeopath
ieity of Gelseminum in inflamrations, as pueumonia, ete,, ete, In al.
ioflammatory diseases, there is & formning or congestive stage, charae.
terized by chilliness, depressed pulse, ete.  According to my view, t
this stage, and this only, is Gelseminum homaopathic, When this
stage is passed, aod cougestion gives place to ioflammation, the indi.
cation for Gelseminum ceases, and that for Aconite begins. This is
the clear distinetion which I tmwake between these two veluable drugs.
Ido not, however, mean to cxclude Aconite from the congestive
stage of inflammatory diseases, bat I believe Gelseminnm still more
strongly indicated.”

Dr. Morgan, of Philadelphia, writes: “Ta pneumonia and bron.
chitis, with characteristic sputa, and fever, but without the aoziety
and impatience of Acenite, but = quiet, unexcited manner, impressible
withal, it entirely supplants this in the earlier stages. Itseems tobarve
a special relation to affections from cold nir acting on the skin. It
proved curative in 4 drop doses of the tincture, every siz hours, in
bronehitie pernicious fever.”

The remarks of Dr. Marcy, relative to the action of Aconite on
the lunge, are perfectly applicable, it appears to me, to Gelseminam :
« It is highly prebable, as I have already uvbserved, that mauy of the
pulwenary symptoms, produced by Aconite, are due to its specifie
action upon the brain, rather than any direct impressions on the
langs. Normal respiration and circulativn can only be sustained by
an uvimpaired condition of the brain, Even when the impression
upon this organ is slight, we observe an immediate change in the
action of the ‘heart and lungs, The inhalation of Chloroform or
Ether, for example, which exercises a specilic influence upon the
brain, causeg an almost immediate acceleration of respiration and eir-
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eulation—the pulse often rising to 140, and the respiration to 26 or
more, in the minute.”

I have called attention already to the similarity of QGelseminum
to Chloroform. Tt is probable that as soon as the {zelseminum pro-
duces a decided impression upon the brair, the symptoms of pulmon-
ary sedation cease, because counteracted by the cerebral influences,
and we have acceleration of the respiration and circulation. Let it
be borne in mind toe, that in some spinal diseases, various spasmodic:
affections of the lungs set in. The influence of Gelseminum on the
spinal cord may induce similar symptoms. Dr. Douglas says: “In
the first stage of the disease, (pneumonia) 22 in most other inflamma.
tory diseases, Grelseminum is capable of breaking up the disease in
the first twenty-four hours, by producing free perspiration. Repeat
it as occasion requires till the fever and pain abate. Gelseminum is
more prompt and effectual than Aconite and Bryonia if given at an
early stage.”

Back and Neck.,—Dull, aching Pain in baok, particularly in lum.
bar and sacrsl region ; pains in the neck, which confine themselves to
the upper part of the sterno-cleide mastoid museles directly back of
the parotid glands; dull pain under scapula of left side ; pain in the
back as in the cold stage of ague, (in many cases); chilliness and
<hills runniong up the back from the loins to the nape of the meck;
contractive sensations in the right side of the neck; a settled, dull,
dragging headache, mainly in the occiput, mastoid and upper cervical
region, extending to the shoulders, relieved when sitting, and by
reclining the head and shoulders on a high pillow ; aching in the left
anterior part of the trapezius muscle ; aching in the sacro-iliac and
lumbar regions, and the lower part of the left thigh, as when a fever
iz commencing. '

Crinicar Opservarions.—No remedy more certainly eauses myal-
&ia by its secondary action, than Gelseminum, and no remedy is more
certain to relieve such pains, temporarily at least. (See Dr. Moore’s
<case on page 406). It is most useful in the acutc variety; when
chronic, myalgia must be treated by China, Nuz, Helonias, ete. (See
Inmann’s treatise on myalgia). It is homceopathic and curative, as I
have often verified, in many of those aches and pains in the back,
.shoulders, neck and oceiput, which so often precede or follow attacks
-of ague or nervous fevers; also when these or similar pains are of a
neuralgio nature, arising from some formof spinal irritation; or come
-on 28 the result of a cold, having somewhat of arheumatic character.
Xt will doubtless lirove to be hommopathic to many of those anoma-
lous cases of spinal irritation, or chronic myelitis, which resist the
asual remedies, In paralytic conditions of the lumbar or sacral mus-
cles, it is especially indicated: '

Upper Exiremities,—Deep seated, dull, aching paive in upper
and lower extremities, and joints generally; severe pain in both
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npper extremities; seemed to be deep-sezted in museles; the paing
were most in left arm and fore-arm ; severe aching pain in left elbow ;
rheumatic pain in extremities; sharp shooting in last phalangeal yoint
of right thumb ; dull pains in muscles of right arm and shoulder, and
gome of the time in the left arm; sharp pain in right wrist; weak-
ness and numbness of both arms; coldness of the wrists and hands;
itching about the elbows znd fore-arms ; some heat and dryness of
the hands ; the palms feel hot and dry ; drawing ache about the left
elbow. From large doses the arms become powerless, with loss of
voluntary motion ; sensation remains intaect.

In dogs poisoned with Gelsewinum, the fore legs were not paral-
yzed until some time after the hinder limbs. In attempting to walk
—dragging the posterior extremities—the fore legs tottered as if
weak, and finzlly gave way ; then clonic contractions seized them.

Quivicat Osservations.—It would seem to be homgeopathie to
paralysis of the arms, with loss of wotion, but not sensation (the reverse
is true of Aconite), also when the paralyzed arma are affected with
cramps and contractions, It may be found useful in some formns of
rheumatism of the arms, induced by 2 cold, and wot inflammatory,
stbended with loss of motion,

Lower Exfremities,—Dull pain in the left thigh; dull pain in
left humeral region, also in lower extremities—these are deep-seated
in the muscles ; rheumatic paius in bones and joints of extremities.
and in the back ; deep-seated, aching pains in muscles of extremities,
relicved by motion ; severe pain in ealves of both legs ; paroxysmal
pain in the left lower extremity ; shooting pain in calf of right leg;
violent shooting pzin in the leg, which comes on in paroxysms ; every
one is more violent; the painis half way between the knee and ankle ;
pain in hip of left side, confining itself to the joint; it at times
extends to the outside of the thigh; the pain is of a drawing, sharp
character, and much worse on motion ; pain in little finger and the
one next to it; pains in left foot and ankle, with spasmedie contrae-.
tion and drawing pain in the toes; excessive drawing, contracting and
crampy pains in the lower limbs, extending from the thighs to the
toes—the pains seem to proceed from the bomes as well ag the mus.
cles; excessive cratpy painsin the whole right foot; durieg and
after & walk the symptoms are much aggravated ; it seems as if the
limbs could not be made to move another step; when the pains are.
felt above the knee, they are notfelt below, and vice versa ; exoessive,
drawing apd contracting pains in the gastrocneming muscle of the
left leg ; the other pains in the limbs all abate while sitting; this
does not; no position seems to relieve it ; drawing and aching pains,
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which seem to come from the bones; heavinessand feeling of weight in
the limbs; coldness of the extremities, especially the feet, often
severe; feet feel as if in cold water, aguish feeling, with pain in the
legs; pain in popliteal apaces; aching in the left reotus-femoris
mugele, and drawing in the right calf; transient crampy pain in the
inner part of the thigh when walking; rheumatic pain in the right
knee, snd left side of the neck—the latter when lying down; the
former when walking ; while walking a feeling in the knee joint as if
the relation of the bones were deranged, and did not fit, as in partial
luxation; pains in the left thigh and knee; sudden catch or twist in
the inside of the patella. Paralytic symptoms made themselves mani-
feat throughout the entire muscular system—first experienced in- the
knee, and then in the inferior tibial region, increased unto falling.
Loss of voluntary motion in the lower extremities; fatigue of the
lower limbs after slight exercise; soreness in the gasirocnemii mus-
cles'ag if they had been beaten. The paralysis caused by Gelsem.
inum is first manifested in the lower limbs, which become weak and
then powerless, but with no less of sepsation, at least not until the
near approach of death.

CrinioaL OBSERVATIONS, —It seems to be homocopathie to rhen.
matie {myalgic) pains in the legs, accompanied by crampy sensations
and weakness of the knees, (Sec case reported under heading
* Throat.”)

Skim,—The Gelseminum produces a very markcd eraption in
most of the cases. It appears upon the face most frequently, but
sometimes also upon the back, and between the shoulders. Itis pap-
ulous, very much the color of measles, which it closely resembles,
but the papulaa are more distant and distinet. Though very conapie-
uous, they are attended with little or no sensation—the patient being
unaware of any eruption until he bappens to see himself. Persons
bave frequently been asked what was the matter, or if they had the
measles, when they were not aware of the eruption, It generally
appears the second or third day of the proving, and continues one or
two weeks or more. An eruption of vesico-pustnles—painless, but
baving ne other analogy with mensles—appeared, during proving, on
the inside of the thighs,

Intense but transient itching of small points on the face, at the
edge of the hair, and on the scalp; pimples, quite sore, having the -
areola embracing the diameter of a pea, red and inflamed (such an
eruption not experienced at auny other time), The pimples appeared
on the forehead and neck, sore to the touch, and acemed like a small
cataneous induration, or minute furunculi. They finaliy disappesred-
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without suppuration. During its use in yellow fever a constant ery-
thema of the skin waz noticed, and a redness of the tongue; neither
appearing during the administration of Veratrum viride.

Criniear Orservarions.—Its action on the skin ia at once specifie
aud peculiar, taking into consideration its catarrbal symptoms, we may
consider it indicated in measles, as well as some other painless non-
suppurating eruptions. JYta use in erysipelcs and ezanthematous
fever, has already been alluded to. Dr. Coe writes: * We have
found the tineture an excellent remedy for poisoning by the Rhus
toxicodendron and Rhus radicans. Dilute the tincture with from four
to eight parts of water, and apply as directed for erysipelas, keeping
the parts constantly moistened with it. If there be any febrile excite-
ment present, administer the tincture internally at the same time,
* # % We have experienced the value of this remedy in our own
person, and can recommend it as reliable. Other practitioners bave
used it with suceess. * * ‘Many forms of skin diseases [what ?)
may be benefitted and cured by the internal and external application
of the tincture.” : :

Sleep. — Very restless ; during the night was very restless with
unpleasant dreams after midnight; but little inclination to sleep ;
when it does come on, dreame much of business, ete. Disposition to
sleep, a sort of stupor ; cannot keep the eyes open; is obliged to lie
dowu and sleep. Drowsiness, and long, sound sleep are very general
symptoms. Drowsiness, with dimness of vision; kind of drunken
stupor ; heaviness of the eyes as after night-watching; at first it
geemed to cause drowsiness; afterwards aggravated the habitual
sleeplessness ; vunsually sonnd morning sleep, with difficult, weary
waking, (after taking twenty-five drops the day and evening previous.)
Languor and drowsiness when trying to study; slept an hour in the
afternoon, and on being roused, felt unwilling at first, to move ; eyes
transiently bloodshot. It cannot be considered a mareotie, ranking
with Opium, still, it bas some narcotic traits, in common with
Aconite, Chloroform, Aleohol, or Hyoscyamus, Unless taken in large
quantities, it rarely induces sleep by its direct effects, but it may
give sleep by removing nervous erethism. It more resembies the
so-called nmervines, Seutellaria, Cypripedium, ete,

. We have the following opinions of the writings of other schools :
Prof. Tully considered it & narcotic, and places it in a group with
Spigelia. * It must be borne in mind that Gelseminum is nareotic.
Some division of opinion exists as to whether the Gelseminum has a
nareotic property, We should think that a very slight experience
woyld be sufficient to decide this question. When the patient is
brought fully under its constitutional influence, the symptoms are so
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marked that we cabnot conceive how the remedy could be deemed
otherwise. On attempting to move about, the paticnt appears as if
intoxicated ; the muscles refuse to obey the mandates of the will,
while the head is dizzy and the senses confused. In some respects
the symploms resemble those produced by Stramonium, and in like
manner pass off as soon as the remedy is discootinued. At other
times the patient appears as if under the influence of Alcohol, and
evinces a decided disinclination to move, and tendency to sleep, from
which he awakes invigorated and refreshed.”—(Coe.)

“ Whether it is & narcotic, is not yet satisfactorily established.”
—{King.)

Cuintoat OesErvaTions.—In those comatose states cansed by cer-
ebral congestion, we shall find it a valuable remedy. I have called
attention to its usefulness in the stupor attending the fevers of chil-
dren. (Infantile remittents) It will be equally useful in the stupor
of typhus cerebralis, or any form of typhoid when coma is a
prominent symptom, and the other symptoms correspond. It may
also be beneficial in the low delirinm of typhoid fever. When used
for the above, the low dilutions are advised. In that peculiar stupor,
or drowsiness felt by students and persons of sedenmtary habits,
especially in hot weather, and 7ot caused by hepatic torpor, this
remedy in small doses, eontinued for many days, is as capable of
affording relief as any drug I bave ever used. When depending on
hepatio derangements, it is removed by Podophyllin, Leptandria, or
Nux vomica.

In Delirium tremens, or morbid wakefelness of drunkards, large
doses, (five or ten drops,) of the tinctuie, repeated as often as neces-
sary, will be found as useful as Opium in some cases, and more
efficient in others. No remedy so happily contrels the sleeplessness
and agitation of teething children, students, persons laboring under
mental excitement, ov hysteric females. The first dilution will
usually suffice,

Cage reported by Dr. Lodge. A commercial traveler asked for
advice under the following circumstavces: He said that he was
engaged during the day taking orders, settling accounts, ete,, nerves
on the streteh all the time ; that at night he would go to bed with a
feeling of exhaustion, aud great desire for sleep, but without obtaining
any rest; the transactions of the day would be turned over in his
mind again and again—repose coveted but not gained. I gave him
a drachm vial of tincture of Gelseminum, with directions to take
three or four drops in water when retiring. The prescription was
guccessful, A few months afterwards he reported thai it was only
necessary to resort to the G elseminum occasionally, but that when he
did use it, it calmed his nervous system, produced slight perspiration
and quiet, refreshing sleep. In sleeplessness from nervous irritation
it is invaluable, :

Gemeral Symptoms,—Weakness and trembling throughout the
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entire system; listless and languid ; great lassicude ; feeling of light-
ness in the body ; fear of falling; easily fatigaed; general feeling
of illness, as in fever ; so prostrated that he can move neither hand
or foot; no power over any muscle; strange, indeseribable feeling
throughout the entire system. '

Cuimoar Ozservations,—The only symptom in the above which
we need to notice in this place is the one in #afics. It very fre-
quently appears in persons suffering from spinal ezhaustion, partica-
larly when caused by onanism, This fact I have observed in several
cases. A very few other remedies in our Materia Medica bave this
symptom. (Awbragrisea.)

PROVING BY DR. EDWARD N. 4M0ss.¥

Gelseminum Bth, one drop to a half tumbler of water ; a leaspoon-
Jul every two or three hours.

A dull, full teeling, attended with severe aching, in the whole of
the orbits. A fecling as if something rewained behind in urinating ;-
the stream stops and commences again, A dull, full aching, extend-
ing from the ensiform cartilage along under the free ends of the right
short ribs to the lumbar region, as if the liver was congested. The
worst pain is about a band’s breadth from the sternum. Continued
jerking in the right sartorius musele, about the middle of the thigh ;
A slight, sharp, cramp like pain in the left gastrocnemius, about the
largest part of the muscle. Drowsiness in the forencon. Crawp in
the instep of the right foot; eramp in the right side, in the region of
the last short rib. The piles return, with raw, smarting pain ; & dull
and light headache all over the frent and top of the head, after sleep
in the forencon ; also, after sleep in the evening ; light head. Slight
dryness of the mouth and throat, with a disposition to swallnw fre
quently; the dryness is like that produced by eating salt bacon, but
no bacon has been eaten to-day. Feeling of relaxation of the whole
body, especially of the hands and feet, with indisposttion to move.
Breathing slow and superficial, with now and then a deep inhalation.
Pulse slow and weak ; cough hacking, with feeling as though a drop -
of liquid kad entered the wind-pipe, with frequent clearing of the
throat.

In eating, the food drops into the trachea, causing strangling.
Sharp stitch through the eyeball, from within outwards. Sharp
stitches of pain, as of drawing or cramping of single faseiculus of
muscle about the origin of the gluteus maximus, on the left side ; the
gtitches run in the direction of the hip joint. Drawing pain in the

* Thia proving was part of a Thesa pr ted 2o the Hi pathic Medical College, of
MWissouri in 1860,
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hamsiring, extending across the joint to the origin of the gastrocne.
mius musgele. Drawing stitches in the dorsum of the right hand,
running down into the middle and ring fingers. Pain in the stomach
extending from the pyloric end to the axills, and under the scapula,
and down the right arm to the external side of the forearm, which
terminates about a hands breadth from the elbow. This passed off
after taking bisenit and coffee.

Sore feeling during deglutition about the root of the tongue and
larynz, with an accumulation of mucus in the upper portion of the
trachea, causing frequent clesring of the throat. Slight griping pain
through the abdomen, mostly in the umbilical region, after supper.
One of the right inguinal glands became swollen and tender to the
touch. Two little painful spols on each side of the umbilicus, ex-
tending down into the bowels; the pain is incressed by presaure.

End of second day's proving.

Continued proving the 6th dilution ; twe drops in half @ tum-
Ber of water, two teaspoonfuls at a dose. ' '

Slight jerking in the rectus musele of the right thigh. Slight
jerking in the vastus externus musele right thigh, near the knee.
Burning sensation around the inoer canthus of the right eye. Full
feeling in the whole head, with some throbbing and uneasiness in the
occiput; the head feels full and excited, or feverish.

Sharp stitches around the umbilicus ; weak. nauseated feeling in
the bowels. Mucus accumulates in the nose and upper part of the
trachea. The mucas slips into the traches while talking, which
keeps up a hacking cough. Languid feeling of thc whole body,
especially of the hands and feet.




GERANIUM MACULATUM.

(Cranesbill)

Anavocves.—Acidum gallicum, Acidum tannicum, Alnus rubra(?)
Alumina, Erigeron (?) Galium (7} Hamamells, Hematorylum,
Lyeopus (7} Phonlbum aceticum, Rhus glabrum, Ratanhia, Rheum.
Uva wrsi,

Borawicar Descrirtion.—This plant is also known by the names
of Cranesbill, Geranium, Spotted Geranium, Alum root, Crow-
foot, etc. It has a perennial, horizontal, thick, rough, knobby and
fleshy root, with short fibres, and sends up annually one or more erect,
angular, or round, retroversely pubescent, herbaceous, dichotomous
stems, from one to two feet kigh, and of a grayish green color. The
leaves are spreading, bairy, palmate, with three, five or seven deeply
cleft lobes, two leaves at each fork; the lobes are cuneiform and
entire at the bese, incisely serrate above. The radical-leaves are on
long petioles, erect and terate; the leaves at the top are opposite and
subscssile, and those at the middle of the stem are opposite, petiolate,
and generally reflexed. The stipules are linear or lanseolate. The
flowers are large and generslly parple, mostly in pairs, on unequal
pedicles, soraetimes umbelled at the ends of the peduncles. Pedun-
cles long, round, hairy, tumid at the base, and arise from dichotomous
divisions of the stem. The calyx consists of five oval, lanceclate,
ribbed, cuspidate sepals, plumosely ciliate on their outer margin, and
membranous on the other ; sometimes three only of the sepals are
ciliste. The petals are five, obovate, entire, light purple, marked
with green at their base. The stamens are ten, erect or curving out-
ward, alternately longer, furnished at the base with glands and ter-
minated by oblong, convex, deciduous, purple anthers, The ovary
is ovate, bearing five styles, at first about the length of the stamens,
but afterwards %ouger. They cohere to a permanent central axis be-
fore maturity, but separate from it in a twisted form when the seed
is ripe. Stigmas five, at first erect, afterwards recurved. The fruit
consists of five aggregated, one-secded capsule, attached by a beak
jo the persistent style, and curling up and scattering the seeds when
ripe.

HisTorvy.—(Gleranium is au indigenous plant, growing in all parts
of the United States, in open woods, thickets and hedges, flowering
from April to Jupe., There are several varieties of this species,
which are probably similar in medicinal virtues to the G. maculatum,
The root is the officinal part, and should be collected late in the
autumy, When dried it is in pieces, from ove to three inches in
length, and from a quarter to balf an inch in diameter ; semewhat flat-
tened, contracted, wrinkled, tuberculated, beset with slender fibers.
It is of an smber brown color externally, reddish-gray ingernmally,
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compact, of an astringeut taste, without bitteruvess, or other unpless-
ant flavor, Waler or aleohol extracts its virtues, It contains s con-
siderable amount of Tannic and Gallie acid, some waucilage, smelin,
red coloring matter from the cortex, a small quantity of resin, and a
peculiar crystallizable principle. A concentrated article is prepared
from it, aud used by the eclectics noder the name of tferanin, = An
snalysis of the Geravium root shows that in 7000 grains of the root,
there are:

Tannjo* - - - - - - - 186 gra,

Gellic acid - - - . - . - 120 «

Resiu, (soluble in ether,) - . - . 224 v
“ (insoluble in ethery .- . . - 216 «

Orricinar, PrEPARATIONS.—Tincture of the root, dilutions; tritu-
raticna of dry root; triturations of Geranin.

Meprcar History.—The Cranesbill is said to have been used ex-
tensively by the aborigines as & medicine, It has always been in
common nge in domestic practice, in the country, for the orrest of
aboormal discharges—such as diarrheea, Jeucorrhees, and even passive
basnorrhages. We give below the estimate of its qualities by the
various writers of the opposite schools of medicine :

King eays it is s powerful asivingent. *“Used in the second stage
of dyseantery, diarrhosa and cholera iufantum, in infusion with milk.
Both internally and externally, it may be used wherever astringents
are indieared—in hmorrhages, indolént ulgers, aphthous sore mouth,
ophthalmis, leucorrhoes, gleet, hazmaturia, menorrbagia, diabetes, and
all excessive mucous discharges; also to cure mercurial salivasion.”

“A decoetion of the root may be used a3 a gargle in relaxation of
the uvula, and aphthous vlcerations of the throat. As it is void of
unpleasant taste or other offensive qualities, it is pecaliarly servicea-
ble in the cases of infants, or persons with very delicate stomachs,
In eases of bleeding piles, a strong decoction of the root may be in.
jected into the rectum, and which should he retained as long as
possible. Piles are said to be cured by adding of the root in five
puwder, two ounces, to tobaceo uvivtiment seven ounces, and apply to
the parts, three or four times 2 day. Troublesowme epistazis, bleeding
from wounds or small vessels and from the extraction of teeth, may
be checked effectually by #pplying the powder to the bleeding orifice,
and if possible covering with a compress of cotton. With Aletris
turingsa in decoetion, and taken internaily, it has proved of superior
eficacy in diabetes aud Bright's disemse of the kidney. A
decostion of two parts of Gerunium and one of Sangninaria forws
an excellent injection for gleet and leucorrbaa. Daose of the powder,
from twenty to thirty grains; of the decoction, from one to two fluid
ounces.”

*The Tannin and Gellic peid of Geraninm differs from that of cak galls, in Dot reddening
vogctable blues, and Aot pasing over in di-lilistion, A Aydro-alcohahe tineinre §3 evidently
the okly pruper prepuration, 85 being the only one that contiins all the virtuce of the plani.
Triturationy of 1he koot are alko relisble. .
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Other eclectic writers only corroborate Kiug's statements of its
value in intestinal disorders, haxmorrhages, ete. Allopathic authori-
ties say but little about it, preferring to nse the more powerful
astringents in use by that school. Drs. Eberle and Barton, however,
recommended it bighly as a gafer astringent than the miucral agents
of that charagter. Rafinesque, who seems to be the first to investigate
the qualities of the Geranium, zays “it is not ouly deserving the
name of American Kino, but to be introduced into the Materia Med-
iea as a superior equivalent. It is a better touic than Kino, and
therefore preferable to it in the trestment of morbid fluxes, econnected
with relazation and debility.” He learned from the Indians that they
used it in wounds, gonorrheea, ulecra on the legs, diabetes, involun-
tary discharge of urine, bloody urine, menorrhagia, ete.  “ The gen-
eral effects on the system are to give tone to the bowels and stomach,
stop all immoderate discharges, and prevent intermal wortification,
1t has also been recommended in scurvy, nephritis, and phthisical
diarrheea, but does not avail much in these disorders.” A Dr, Harris
olaims o have cured a periodical haemoptysis with it.

Dr, Coe* makes the somewhat bold assertion that * In its action, it
differs somewhat from astringents generally, in promoting instead of
suppressing the secreting power of the muecous surfaces and leaving
them moist and invigorated in their funetions.” He says it has been
used with more success in the treatment of dysentery than any other
aatringent, and claims that is admissable in all the different stages, an
opinion at variance with that of other authors, When the discharges
from the bowels are profuse, the skin hot, dry and constricted, and
the tongue and fauces red, parched and inflamed, Coc advises Gera-
nin eombined with Asclepin, in proportion of 20 grains of the former
to 10 of the latter. This is divided into ten powders, and cne is
given every hour. *In a short time,” he says, “sfter commencing
the use of this remedy, the mucous surfaces will resume their seere-
tive action, snd become moist, and a gentle moisture will appear upon
the skin, while the dejection from the bowels will have become less
frequent and more healthy in appearance.” If the pains are spasmodis
he advises Caulophyllin in addition.

We do not quite understand Coe's pathology. We bad supposed
that the mucous surfaces of the intestines, in dysentery, secreted an
abnormal amount of smucus. Perhaps Coe only alluded to the mouth
and tongue, but if so he should bave been more explicit. Coe also
advises it in passivo hemorrhages, diarrhoea, cholers infantum, leu-
corrhewa, gleet, diabetes, aphtha, ete., but as he administered it in
nearly all cases in combination, but little relisnce can be placed upon
his recommendations.

Professor Lee, in commenting on the analysis, says: < While it
contains less than half as great a percentage of taonnin as the bark of
the root of Sumach, yet its proportion of gallic acid is nearly three
times as great, and to this circumstance must, doubtless, be attributed

* Con. Org, Med.
t Journal of Materia Medics, Vol. I, p. 189,
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its greater astringent power. Its medical properties, moreover, are
modified in a special manner by the resin, oleo-resin, and other prox-
imate principles contained in it.”

*" Concerning ity therapeutical uses, Lee repeaty the recommenda-
tions of other writers, He eriticises Coc’s assertion thus:  As to
its (Geranin) possessing any power to promote secretion from the
mucous surfaces, no one can be]iieve it who has used it to any extent.
It may not constringe the capillaries so mueh as pure Tannin or Galic
acid, or the more powerful astringents ; but yet it produces this
effect to a greater or less degree, as i3 obvious from the drypness of
the mouth and fauces, constipation, ete., which results from its con.
tinued use.” We shall comment upon this further on.

We believe this plant has not been used in komemopathis practiee
by.avy one but myself. If such has been the case, it has not come to
my koowledge, and no mention has been made of it in any of our
periodicals. I have, however, observed its use in many cases of dis-
ease, and have had considerable opportunity to observe its curative
effects. My attention was first ealled to the remedy by observing the
promptitude of its action in certain cases of diarrheea, from loss of
tone in the mucous membrane of the bowels, or in the discharges
which continue after the infiammatory stage of a dysentery, In such
instances I have known dischargos to cease under the action of Ger-
anium, when they had resisted the carefal and persevering use of the
ordinary homwmopathic remedies, One fuot arrested my attention,
namely : that it was rarely used by intelligent laymen or physicians,
(Eelectic,) until the indammatory conditions had passed away; and
that if used 200 soon, it was very sure to aggravate the conditions. In
this respect it acted very much as does Rheum in the hands of Allo-
pathio physicians.

Thess observations led me to inquire whether there was not some-
thing in the medicinal action of astringents, that would account for
this favorable action, under certain circumstances. In other words,
could not their curative action be made to accord with the law of
similia, and with the law of dose, which is the necessary result of
that law.

To illustrate the eurative action of Geraniam, I here present gev-
eral cases, which were treated by me or came under my observation,

Case 1st.—A gentleman had been troubled for a long time with a
copious secreti