Eggs
Pupa -24 h ﬁ
. 10-20 days 8-24 hrs
Larva
4-7 days

The life cycle of a blowfly

It never takes these insects long to make their —
way to a decomposing body, and the first thing SIZE
they do when they get there is lay eggs. This

timeline is based on a constant temperature of
70 degrees. -

DAY | [l TWO WEEKS

Adult fly Emergence of
lays eggs adult fly.
on body.

Their measured life
cycle allows forensic
entomologists — bug
specialists — to roughly
calculate when a victim died
based on the developmental

stage of the blowflies when
DAY 2 the body is discovered.

Eggs hatch and - I]AYS B-g

larvae emerge.

Prepupation.
Larva forms a
hard, cocoonlike
shell and begins

I]AYS 3'7 developing adult

features.

—

SOURCE: Michigan State University
Dept. of Entomology THE PLAIN DEALER
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Spinal cord lesion due to Cuterebra maggot migrating
through the spinal cord of a cat.
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