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FifthDistrict Sales Tax Approval

Necessary For Area Progress

A vast majority of the people of
Northeast louisiana, we helieve,
are keenly aware that we cannot
afford to have inadequate teach-
ers, school workers, police and
department  forces and
personnel in other phases of par-
ish and city emplovment. No city
or parish can be much better than
the public employes who educate
our children, keep the peace, and
protect our homes and husinesses
from fires.

IF'or these and many other impor-
f:int reasons, it seems imperative
that funds be found quickly for pay
increases for workers if the per-
sonnel in those fields are to con-
tinue to be adequate to meet the
high standards required for our vi-
brant and progresszive areca.

Need Is Obvious

Recause of the obvious need and
hecauge & sales tax seems the fair-
e<t and best method of obtaining
the necessary funds  for these
“must” raizes, the Monroe Morn-

{ire

ing World unequivecally endorses
the proposed sales tax isste to be
vated on by the
FFifth  Congressional
Jiine 10,

The one-vent tax proposal s a
cood way for all of uz to sharve in
helping our teachers and other
schonl, parish and municipal em-
ploves, 1t will be rcollected in the
ifth Distriet and it will be spent
in the Fifth District with all the
benefits roing tn the peaple in the
Fifth District.

One of our consistent beliefs is
that, in nearly all things, local gov-
ernments, as designed by our fore-
fathers, is superior to all other
forms of gavernment. Local peo-
nie need to make local decisions.
v be able to function adequately
in this respect, local officials must
have sufficient  funds to enable
them to pav capable workers.

peaple of the
District  on

The oniv sensible wav is to payv
for it collectively. And the best
svstem is one in which evervone
shares — such as a sales tax. In
addition. the sales tax, besides be-
e the broadest hased of all tax-
r<, has the added advantage of pro-
viding funds on a basis responsive
t the growth of the area and
therefore geared to match  the
vrowth of the need of additional
services in future years.

A comparison of figures with
cther the state—and
particularly South Louisiana areas
------ <hows generally that our teach-
ers, parizh and municipal work-

sections of

crsoare ameng the Iowest pmd in

the =tate.

Ouachita Ranks Low

Ouachita, for example. ranks the
lowest  in starting  teacher pav
among &  number of  parizshes
vhecked, Figures furnished by the
Stute Department of  Fducation
show that the starting pay in Oua-
chita is 34,100 annually as com-
pared to 23,600 in Orleans and Jetf-
erson parishes; $4,900 in Caddo:
20,400 in East Baton Rouge, and
=4, 750 in Lafavette,

Furthermore, in Orleans parish,
teachers with master degrees get
%2600 more than thasze in Ouach-
ita, while in Jefferson Parish teach-
ers receive £2.200 more annuallv
than here.

The spread is even more pro-
nounced in some of the rural area
parishes in Northeast Louisiana,
‘And it will become even more
acute in a very short period of time
'mless measures are taken to im-
prove the situation quickly.

The Monroe police department
cun bhe cited as an example of what
i« needed in the field of law en-
forcement for all of  our area
towns and cities,

Based on national standards of
two  police  officers  per 1.000
population, Police Chief James (',
Kelly said Monroe should have
150 officers. The present author-
ized strength is 74, but the city
presently has 60 officers in service
and recently dropped to a low of
57. At one time in 1966, one-third
of the police officers had less than
one vear of experience. During that
critical period, felonious erimes in
the city rose seven per cent.

The same situation exists in
West Monroe. Under the approved
standard Police Chief Johnny Mit-
chell should have 40 officers, but
has only 23. His present author-
ized strength is 24.

There is no hope of improving
this grim picture without addition-
al funds. Monroe and West Mon-
roe city officials have indicated
that without the approval of the
sale tax, funds will not be avail-
able for improvement in the two
police departments.

The proposed tax, based on 1965-
1066 figures, the latest available,
would produce approximately 35.2-
million in the 14 parishes of the
Fifth Congressional District. Of
that amount $3.1-million is marked
for distribution among the dis-
frict's 15 school systems for raises
for teachers and other school per-
sonnel. The remaining 82,077,758
will be divided among school
boards, municipalities, and police
juries to be used for raises among
thoze emploves and for improve-
ments such  as drainage, equip-
ment paurchazes and road and styeet

Under the estimated revenue
“rom the tax, if approved, teach-
ere in the district would receive a
minimum raise of $500 per vear,
with more allowed where finances
permit. In Ouachita parish, for
exumple, the average raise to
teachers would be approximately
00 zince both the Monroe and
Ouachita  Parish boards have
pledged  teachers 90 per cent of
their share of the 23, 1-million. Non-
professional  school emploves in
Onachita and throughout the dis-
trict would receive a five per cent
rase,

Funds To Be Shared

Municipalities and police juries
world use a major share of their
part of the revenue for raises also.
In Monroe, for example, officials
have pledged to raise base pay of
fireman and policemen from £340
ta %400 per month. Laborers’ pav
would be increased approximately
240 per month, while supervisorv
pay would go up $25 to 340 per
month,

In West Monroe, at least one-
third of that city's share would go
toward raizes, including a 2400-a-
month base pav for policemen.
Many  capital improvements also
are needed.

The Ouachita police jurv also
plans to raise the base pav of
itz firemen, besides giving raises
thronghout the parish force of 115
nther emplovees. Road and drain-
age work is needed. plus the repair
or replacement of bridges.

Seemingly it should be apparent
to anvone that help is needed des-
perately — and quickly. The means
to aid in this worthwhile venture
are available,

Three veurs ago, the Levisiature
pasgzed a bill allowing local option
sales taxes. Since that time, more
than half the parishes in Louisiana
have taken advantage of it to raise
the s=alaries of their teachers and
municipal workers.

In a sense, the Fifth District
sates tax effort ir a unique ex-
periment. in that, when the Legis-
lature last December created the
Northeast Louisiana Sales Tax Dis-
trict, it gave the green light to the
first attempt of an entire district to
“tuke care of 1ts own."”

We do not believe the people of
Northeast Louisiana want second
rate school teachers, workers, po-
lice and fire protection, and parish
and municipal emploves. So far
we have heen able to maintain a
hirh standard. But the time is here
when action must be taken — and
taken immediately or we will de-
teviorate to a low level in these im-
portant fields of endeavor.

The need is obvious, and it is vit-
al that we do something ahout it.
That is whyv the Monroe Morning
Waorld believes the voters in the
parishes involved will go the polls
June 10 and cast their ballots in
support of progress,

Midway Island was discovered
by Capt. N. C. Brooks of the Ha-
waiian bark Gambia on July 3,
1859,
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‘ _ Views Of Our Readers

C. B’ers And Hams

West
To the Editor:

In a receat articie in vour
newspaper concerning Legisla-
tion introduced by Rep. Law-
rence Gibbs and co - sponsored
by Rep. George Wood, dealing
with special license plates for
C.B. radio operators. We of the
Northeast Louisiana C.B. Club
of Monroe and West Monroe
feel that vou tried unfairly to
comparce C. B. radio operators to
hams. Also there was the state-
ment attributed by Monroe Pn-
lice Chief James Kelly that sev-
eral state C.B. groups were af-
filiated with the Klu Klux
Klan, and in manyv cases were
only Klan fronts.

We agree the Ham is requir-
ed to have more technical know-
ledge than a C.B'er: but let us
compare the two thousand watts
power that a ham is allowed
to use to the three and one half
watts of a C.B'er. In addition
to this the ham is allowed to
make any adjustments to his
transmitter or even build them,
whereas a C.B.er is restricted
by law, to make no adjustments
to his transmitter. other than
hooking up the antenna and ad.
justing same for maximum talk
power.

Also was the statement that
the only technical knowledge re-
quired for a C.B'er to get a i
cense is pushing a microphone
button. This may he true to a
certain extent, for some tvpe
of short range communications.
But what about the man who
must consistently communicate
from 50 to 100 miles with only

Monroe, lLa

three and one half watts of talk
power, this man must have a
very cood technical knowledge
of antennas, their installation,
radiation characteristic, and ad-
justments. The C.B'er must
have this knowledge or pay an
extremely high price for the
source of a technician who
does.

Our contention is that the C.B.
radio operators major contribu-
tion during an emergency or
disaster would be the local level
whereas a Ham would be on a
regional level.

In addition to your aforemen-
tioned statements was the one
by Police Chief Kelly, as hav-

ing said in effect that all
(".B'ers are involved in Klu
Kiux Klan activities. This re-

minds us of such statements;
that John Doe is a teen ager:

John Doe is bad: therefore all

teenagers are bad.

We think that Chief Kelly is
applyving the above sort of think-
ing to the C.B.’ers. We also con-
tend that if maybe Chief Kelly
would attend his Church Sunday
and ask all members of the
Kiu Klux Klan to stand that he
mav find that he has as manyv
if not more in hic Church. than
we have 1n our C B. organiza-
tinn.

J D, Price Jr
Northeast  louisi-
Club

President,
ana C. B.ers

Social Security Law

West Monree, La.
To the Editor:
Even though T cannot type [
would like to try to get a letter
in “Views of Our Readers' sec-

BARRY GOLDW ATER

Perev’s Attack Upon

Republicans Rapped

SEN. CHARLES Percyv has
taken an unfortunite first step
toward the sort of intraparty
warfare that tore the GOP apart
prior to the 1964 election.

In such in-fighting, the target
alwayvs 1s a fellow Republicun
rather than the opposing polite
cal party and philosophy. To a
large extent it has become a
characteristic of the left wing
of the Republican Party.

During the 19864 Republicun
primaries, for mstance, the can
didates of that wing centered all
of their fire on me, rather than
on Democrats. Most observers
now agree that their attacks set
the pace for the subsequent
Democrat campaign,

Since then we have had en-
couraging evidence that the par-
tv had learned 1its lesson and
that cutting up fellow Repubiy
cans weuld be avoided By and
large it has been — unti now

S E N. PERCY'S assault
against party unity came on the
Berkeley campus of the Unver-
sity of California. He ok & se
ries of broad swipes agminst Cal-
ifornia’s Republicin Gov. Ron-
ald Reagan and his firm stand
agamst  campus
worse, a ¢ampus
militant  and  purely
student aroups.

Sen. Percy slapped Gov. Rea-
gan as one who “forever would
talk of the mess at Berkelev”
rather than take constructive
action. He also reassured the
students that, unlike the gover-
nor, "Some of us do hear yvou,
and we do not dismiss the ques-
tions vou ask.”

Some of those questions, of
course, include supporting the
Viet Cong, suppressing conserv-
ative or libertarian views on
the campus and a grab for raw
power to take over the affairs
of the university.

over hy
political

IT IS NOT the issue of Berke-
ley, however, that is most signi.
ficant in this incident. Sen. Per-

¢y, apparently in order to score
popularity points with his stu-
dent audience, took out after a
fellow Republican rather than
concentrate his fire on the ad-
ministration which is even less
popuiar with the students than
15 Gov, Reagan.

[ronically, Sen. Perev's un-
aracious remarks about the gov-
ernor came 1n the state that has
led the nation in patching Re.
publican wounds, ending Repub-
iican feuds and getting on with
the business of electing Repub-
tean candidates. With the ex-
ception of the noisy handful at
Berkeley, California is giving
arowing popular support to Goy
Reuszan.

COMMENATORS the
nation were moved to point out
thut Sen Percy appears to be
mekeving  foar a  position  1n

ac¢raoss

fali by wavside, he could
run for Republican Presi-
denta! nomination. It 1z obvious,
toa, that 1n such a circum-

» Gov, Reazin would also
1 the running
Cthis attack against Gov
an 0 early in the zame
<hows up as purely  political,
traoieatly  divisive,  absolutely
reded and unwise in every
sense — even n terms of Sen.
Perov's political ambitions
There 15 no need for any Re-
publican 1o cut up any other Re-
wican. There is plenty of ma-
1:l for surgery across the po-
aisle, i the political ex-

notn

H

cosses of the Great Society, in
th

falures of socialism, in the
richtening encroachments upon
individuality, in the assaults on
iaw and order, in the on.again,
off-again tactics of the war, in
the immense mishandling of the
Department of Defense.

It is to be hoped that Sen.
Perey. in the future, will ad-
dress himself to those matters
rather than escalate his attacks
on felow Republicans.

tion in the hope it may help
someone in the future.

1t is in regard to our Social
Security Law.

We were one of the very first
to sign up for Social Security
here when it became a law and
have paid it ever since. We
have never used it. My husband
was paralized January 8, 1967
and just got out of the hospital
a week ago.

Because he worked one hour
after midnight January 1st he
will have to lose one month of
pavments and though he is com-
pletely disabled he cannot get
any pavments for seven months
even though he has paid it in
since 1937.

You have to keep living and
paving utilities, house notes and
even your life insurance pay-
ments for six months. I'm sure
plenty of people have had my
experience, but I have never
known this. If it had not been
for real good friends which are
too numerous to name, Wwe
would have lost evervthing.

1 hope something can be done
to help future people in these
circumstances even though 1t
will not help me.

And, U'd like to especially
thank Mavor Bert Hatten, Mr.
Jim Steele, Mr. George, Tony
and John Varino, Dr. Foster,
Dr. Bennett, Dr. Sartor, Dr.
Tennison and the many. many
others I cannot name here for
their wonderful help.

Thanks for letting me get this
off my chest if vou will publish
this. I have also written Sena-
tors Long, Congressman Pass-
man and others.

MRS. W. B. HILBURN

Riots

Monroe. la.
To The Editor:

Recently President Johnson
asked Congress to appropriate
several million dollars to pre-
vent “Riots” in several large
cities.

Does the spending of large
sums of money in the large ci-
ties cause rioters to be good?

I read in the Bible that Solo-
mon believed that chastising an
unruly son may be the best
answer.

Since 1961 large sums of tax
money have been spent and we
all know that the crime rate has

increased proportionately. Ap-
parently Washington has not
found the right answer.

Could be if something is not

done about the riots in our coun-
try the Democrats may loose
the next election, including the
presidency. What has been done
about those that incite riots?

The majority of Americans
believe that the guilty ones
should be punished, not reward.
ed.

Thev want safe streets in our
cities. Theyv believe that Wash-
ington should he as safe as Sai-
A0

Jim J. Breland
B’nai Brith

Monroe, lLa
To tne Editor:

I would like to let vou know
that the editorial that you wrote
on B'nai Brith that appeared in
the April 14th Monroe Morning
World was the finest editorial
that could have been written on
B'nal Brith. You did a fantas-
tic job on this and on behalf of
our local lodze and the Louisi-
ana State Association I want to
thank you for a job well done.

All of the officers, members
and guest of the Louisiana State
Association Convention of B'nai
Brith, that was held in Monroe
April 15th and 16th, and our
principal speakers, Mr. Herbert
Levy and Mr. Harry Friedman
commented on the wonderful
editorial. Copies of this were
circulated all over the country.

Again I want to thank you for
a job well done.

Morris Blumenthal

JAMES J. KILPATRICK

House Grapples With
Political Principal

FOR THE FIRST time in the
o0th Congress week grappled
with high political principal. The
House won. By a handful of
votes, the administration’s for-
ces defeated what had become
known as the “Quie Amend-
ment” to the aid to educaton
bill. 1t was a great day for
Lyndon Johnson, but federalism
went down for the count.

Not to prolong the metaphor,
but this was something less
than a fair encounter. The
House leadership hit the Quie
proposal with every dirty trick
of misrepresentation known to
the fight game. In the early
rounds, it was made to appear
that the amendment would an-
tagonize the Catholics, hurt the
innocent Indians, and penalize
poor colored children all across
the land. There was not a word
of truth in these charges, but
the amendment’'s supporters
never could rise above them.

By way of background, it mayv
be recalled that the Johnson ad-
ministration broke new ground
in 1965 with the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of
that vear. The act launched this
countrv’s first program of gen-
eral Federal aid to education.
Beginning with the 1966.67
schoo!l vear. hundreds of mil-
lars in grants became availa-
ble, primarily for aid to pover-
tv - stricken children. The act
dodged nimbly around the
church - state issue: it provided
funds for the purchase of text-
hooks and librarv materials: it
set up crants for planning and
research. Now it is proposed to
expand and extend the law for
another two vears. which is to
sav. to make permanent a con-
tinuing program of massive Fed-
eral aid to local schools.

MANTFESTLY, the 1965 act
has done much good. Not even
the most hitter critic of Federal
aid can deny it. Yet the fund
distribution formula produced
some wild inequities, and the
machinery devised by the spon-
sorsed to an ominous centrali-
zation of power in Washington.
The act gave lip service to the
States: it contained some pious

prohibitions  against  Federal
control: but at everv critical
point. the final decision - maxk-
ing power — the power to ap-
prove or disapprove a local
school board's application —
was vested in U. S Commis-
sioner of FEducatinn Harold
Howe.

The sole purpose of the

amendment sponsored by Min-
nesota’s able vouna Albert Quie,
a rising figure in the House, was
tn reduce the incquities and to

restore the principle of State
and local administration. To.
ward that end, he devised a new
formula for block grants to the
States. Under this plan, no
State or territory would have
received less than it is receiv.
ing this year, but the Federal
money would have been provid-
ed as a lump sum calculated ac.
cording to school population
and average personal income.

This was the right way to go
about it. Assuming that general
Federal aid to education is here
to stay — and plainly it is —
those who concern themselves
realistically with political prob-
lems have a high obligation. It
is to apply what George Mason
long ago described as funda-
mental principles. Among these
is the principle of federalism,
which  holds that powers
not delegated by the Constitu-
tion to the national government
are reserved to the States re-
spectively, or to the people. The
power to create and to maintain
a syvstem of public education
surely is among the greatest of
these powers.

YET THE EFFECT of the aid

to education act, over the past
vear or so, has been almost to
nullify that power. Federal offi-
cials, to be surc, deny that
charge; they insist that local
applications are just that — lo-
cal applications. They do not
acknowledge that prudent school
superintendents, skilled in the
arts of grantsmanship, tailor
their applications to what they
think their Washington masters
will approve. In a hundred sub-
tle ways, the proliferating new
programs of federally subsi-
dized education are made to fit
into molds created by the De-
partment of Health, Education,
and Welfare. The hands may he
the hands of some local Esau
but the voice is the voice ol
Commander Howe.

Quic’s amendment was intend
ed to let other voices be heard
A former school board membe:
himself, back in his native den
nison, the Minnesotan know:
that States and localities have
widelv varving problems of edu
cation. These will not vield «
a single Federal solution, o
even to two or three approvec
alternatives. Local school prob
lems demand local involvemen
and local decision-making. Un
der any other approach. th
whole concept of State responsi
bility tends to wither and die

Quie fought the good fight
and thouch this battle was lost
the war for a viable federalisr
will have to be carried on.

WILLIAM F. EZJCKLEY JR.

U.S. Foreign Policy

Shapelessness Bared

THE CRISIS IN the Mideast
reminds us unpleasantly of the
shapelessness of our foreign pol-
iev in the area. not only on the
specific questions of how
treat the individual nations in-
volved, but on the general ques-
uon of what it is that we have to
look out for. We have been so
ardently convincing ourselves
that the day 1s over when the So-
viet Union will actually make
trouble for us, that we seem to
be caught completely off guard
when we see about to explode
in the face of the world a crisis
cenerated almost exclusively by
the Soviet Union.

Not that General Nasser is un-

willing. But General Nasser
would be impotent to consum-
mate any serious threat to Isra-
el except for the direct and indi-
rect backing of the Soviet Un-
ton. We have outselves striven,
as is theoretically correct, to be-
friend impartially all the coun-
tries in the area. But our anxie-
ty to please Nasser has been a)
inordinate — we have given
Nasser over a billion dollars of
aid during the past decade of
his inglorious career; and b) un-
warranted — Nasser has consis-
tently opposed American policy,
even when the alternative was
so inhumane as for instance to
require backing the North Con-
go rebel savages. Meanwhile the
Soviet Union spent the hugest
sum of all on Nasser, three bil-
lion dollars during the same pe-
riod. The stage obviously has
been set for a confrontation.

IN THE LIGHT of all of which
Mr. U Thant’s finicky abidance
by one disputable construction of
the resolution that permitted the
UN’'s expeditionary force to
tranquilize the border between
Israel and Egypt is strange to
say the least. coming {rom
someone who puts so great an
emphasis on peace. Why did he
not consult the Security Coun-
cil. or even the General Assem-
bly, and at the verv least gain
time during which a readjust-
ment in  international  pres-
sitres might have been brought
to bear on Nasser? Meanwhile,
his precipitate withdrawal has
emboldened Nasser to talk about
closing Israel’s access to the
Red Sea, which is the equival-
ent of laving siege upon her;
President Johnson has promis-
ed Israel that we shall live up
1o our commitment to maintain
the national borders in the Mid-
dle East (against Mr. Johnson
there have so far heen no pro-
tests from the protesters of the
analogous position Mr. Johnson
has taken in Southeast Asia) —
and the situation worsens. What
to do?

It is not likely that we can
expect very much help from
England and France. They hit
upon a solution to the Nasser

problenm ten vears ago, and ¢
though it appeared primitive,
might well have changed ti
course of history, and in ti
right direction.

IT IS INTENSELY interesti
16 bear in mind why Preside
Ilisenhower and Secretary
State Dulles turned so furious

against Israel, England., a
France when they launch

their joint invasion of Egvpt,
mulitaneously with Russia's |
pression of the Hungarian
volt. It was the Administratiol
position that  world opini
would not tolerate such a thit
that it smacked too much of -
lonialism — and how, if t
western  powers were the
selves engaged in using force :
gressively in one part of
world, could we successfully
proach the Soviet Union for
ing force in another part of
world?

What happened, as we me
tate on the matter, is that
Soviet Union went ahead :
used foree, suffered a very e
porary diminution in her po
larity, and is now the toast
the cosmopolitan dandies of
world. The United States, h
ing repressed Israel, Engla
and France, has had ten ve
of Nasser, and pan-Arabic .
pan - African convulsions t
trace to the convulsive rev:
tionary spirit of Nasser. Had
been chastened in 1956 it mi
have ecased the turmoil
came later — in Iraq, in Sy
now in Yemen and Aden;
Algeria and the Sudan, and
that matter in the rest of 2
ca.

NOW WE HAVE no alte
tive than to announce resig
Iv that even without Eng!
and France, we shall live u
our promises, and make a
able our navy to break

blockade imposed on Israel
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