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POLITICS TN CHINA.

fFtciii KoHh Chuta Binltj Neus.)

As soon as the Emperor of China has

taken OA'er the actual government of the

country ¡n February of next year, a Chinese
official named Ung Tung Ho is likely to be
made the Head of the Grand Council, and

become all powerful, as the Emperor lias a

gieat affection for him. The hmperoris
now 17 years old, and Ung Tung Ho has

been the Grand Tutor ever since the Em-

peror's childhood.

The Emperor has a serious hesitation in

his speech, and speaks very slowly and with

considerable difficulty.
Be is quiet in dis-

position, and very obstinate when once he

has formed an opinion. He has a very large

head, and a thin pointed face. He ia con-

sidered decidedly clever. There are strong
indications that the Emperor intends to rule

in fact, as well aa in name, and is deter-

mined not to allow his father to in-

terfere in the Government of the country
at alL PrinceChun, the Emperor's father,
is very ambitious, as was shown by the

intrigue which took place four years ago,

when Prince Kung, his elder brother, was

suddenly degraded and removed from the

offices which he had held for about twenty
five years, and Prince Chun was imme-

diately afterwards appointed to succeed

him. The latter appointment was quite

contrary to Chinese law and custom, which

requires that an Emperor's father should

always live in the strictest retirement, and
Dever take any high office or interfere in

any way in the direction of affairs of State.

Prince Chun has managed to maintain him-

self in office and in power, and will pto

bably make strong efforts to continue to do

so, but it seems pretty certain that the Em-

peror does not intend to permit this, and

consequently a Btruggle is almost sure to

occur. There are two sui viving brothers of

Prince Chun, the Emperor's father, who is

the youngest of the thiee, and who is known

as the "

Seventh Prince ;" the eldest being
Prince Thun, who is known as the " Fifth

Prince ;" and the next Prince Kung, who

is known as the "Sixth Prince." in the
event of a struggle taking place between the

Emperor and his father it is probable that

one of the uncles, most likely Prince Kung,
will be appointed by the Emperor to the

highest post-i.e., nominal head of the

Grand Council, but it is probable that the

Emperor will retain the real power in his

own hands, with Ung Tkung Ho as his con-

fidential adviser.

Another element, which is most impor-
tant in connection with the accession of the

Emperor to full power, is the disposition of

the Emperor towards the Empress Dowager,
who will then retire, at any rate nominally,
from all share in the Government of ttie

Empire. The Empress DowHger is an aunt

of the Emperor, lier sister having married
Prince Chun. She has wielded almost

despotic power for a great many years past
and possesses undoubtedly very great force
of character. She will have to retire into

complete political obscurity nominally, but

whether she will consent to do so in reality
seems very doubtful, and all the weight of

her immense influence will be thrown into

the scale to assist Prince Chun. The Em-

peror, who is old for his years, is known to
avoid aa much as possible letting his real

feelings and intentions be known, and the

mysterious fate of his young predecessor,

Tung Chih, just as he liad taken over the
reins of power, no doubt acts as a strong
reason for great caution. Those, however,
who have had to be in attendance upon the

young Emperor are well aware that the

Emperor's real sentiments are very un-

favourable towards his aunt, the Empress
Dowager. One fact rankles in his mind
very much-namely, that whereas twelve

millions of taels were allowed by tho Em-
press for the marriage expenses of Tung
Chih, she has only allowed five millions of

taels for his own marriage. He has care-

fully avoided commi'ting himself by any

open expression on this subject, but it is

believed that it will have a considerable in-
fluence upon his actions, and that lie is not

likely ever to forget or to forgive it.

The Emperor, the three Princes, and the

Empress Dowager are all pure Manchus, but
"ÖDg Tung Ho is a Chinese, a native of the

province of Kiang-su, and comes of a very
ancient and renowned family. He is strongly

opposed to foreigners and foreign ways, and

his great influence with the Empeior will

probably lead toa vigorous attempt to re-

tard the introduction of railways and all

Western innovations. It will also, in all

probability, lead to strained relations be-

tween the Chinese Government and the re

{iresentatives

of Foreign Powers, which will

iring about a very critical state of affairs

not at all unlikely to end in war. In the
present dangerous state of Europe none of

the great Treaty Powers will allow them-
selves to be drawn into a war with

China^if
they can possibly avoid

it,
but this fact

is so well known at Peking that
it ia quite likely to lead the

Chinese government to presume upon it

too far. The real danger ahead is a want of

lirmnefls on the part of Foreign Govern-

ments, and a too conspicuous desire to keep
on good termB with China ; nothing is so

calculated to bring about the very calamity
that it is desired to avert The Cri-

mean war would never have
happened if

Russia had not been firmly persuaded that

England would not under any circum-
stances declare war, the persuasion being to

a great extent based upon the assertions of

the leading organ of English opinion at the

time. In the same way, a similar assump-
tion on the part of China will cause matters

to drift into a dangerous state of tension,
when any accidental overt act may precipi-
tate a rupture. A most important fact to

be always borne in mind in connection with
Chinese politics is that the preseut Tartar,
or Manchu dynasty is an alien one, and that

the members of it have never intermarried
with Chinese. Tartar garrisons, still scat-
tered throughout China, are merely symbols
of a power that once really existed,
but is now completely gone. The
Manchus would have been swept
from the throne and the country
long ago but for one thing ; the utter dis-
union and great jealousy between Chinese
officials and the intense suspicion that every
high Chinese official feels of every other
official. The principle,

"

divide and govern,"
is well understood by the ruling ruce, and

they show marvellous ability in their practical
application of it At the present time the
few Chinese leading officials in the Empire
are incessantly undermining each other, and
of course the Manchu Government likes to

bave it so. The one stock idea of states-

manship in China in connection with foreign
affairs is to play off Foreign Governments
against each other,asÍ8 done successfully with
the leading officials of the Empire, and there
is uti fortunately only too much ground for

saying that it has hitherto proved eminently
successful in the past and is likely to prove
still more so in the future, for there ia much
less cohesion now between the representa-
tives of the Treaty Powers at Peking than
tkere used to be. The struggle to get con

tracts for ironclads, guns, and the building of
docks, railways, «a, for their nationals, has
led to a demoralising competition between
the Ministers of some of the

Foreign Powers
at Peking which has greatly weakened their
Influence with the Chinese Government. It
is a very remarkable fact that the country,
whose nationals have obtained the lion's

share of big contracts during the last two

years, is France, the very Power that has

only recently made bitter war
upon China,

and inflicted upon her very heavy losses,
both in lives and ships. The moral of this

is one that should never be lost sight of.

Though sav inter in modo will always be

right in dealing with China, there must

always be plenty of fùrtiter in rt> to gain and
retain the respect that is absolutely neces-

sary for the maintenance of peaceful rela-

tions.

GOLD.

(Scotsman.)

By the universal consent of mankind in

all ages gold has held the
position of the

king of metals, and there seeniB little proba-
bility that it will be displaced from its proud
position in the present ace, which is as eager
in its pursuit of the yellow dross as any of

those which have gone before it. Apart,
however, from its value as the medium of

exchange, gold undoubtedly possesses many

qualities which entitle it to high considera-
tion. Its beauty, its durability, anil the
resistance it offers to the attacks of chemical
agents combine with its comparative scarcity
to render it an object of the greatest interest
and value, although it must yield perhaps
in utility to its more lowly brothers, such as

iron. Gold is almost always found in a

metallic state, mixed with other sub-

stances, from the most of which it
is

comparatively easy to separate it. Very
probably it was among the first metals
to be discovered and used by man. Ac-

cordingly we find it regularly referred to,

and ils value acknowledged, in, the earliest

records. It was counted among the most

precious treasures of kings, and was the

symbol of all that was good and noble. The

Judge of all the earth is
compared to a

refineii's fire, and He is said to purify the
sons of Levi, and cleanse them as gold and

silver. Gold wa? used for the most sacred

purposes of religion, and the images of the

gods and decorations of temples were made
from

it,
and enormous quantities were used

for these purposes. It has been calculated

that King David accumulated of gold and

silver for the building of the Temple no less

than £900,000,000, an amount about
sufficient to pay off the British national

debt. This quantity is so enormous, how-

ever, that we may be pardoned if we doubt
the correctness of the calculation, but it

indicates, at any rate, what great quantities
of the precious metals wero in existence in

those days, and how they were often

gathered by one man for religious purposes.
<

)wing to the high valne put upon gold, and
ita comparative scarcity, it is not to be won-

dered at that men should try to manufac-

ture it from tho baser metals, and hence
arose the alchemists, who strove with per-

sistence worthy of a better cause» io find out
tile

great secret. Nor were their labours

entirely in vain, for although they did not

find what they sought, they nevertheless ad-

vanced knowledge very greatly, and laid

the foundations of that chemistry which
now adds so much to the wealth and com

fort of the modern world. We must not

regard them all as quacks, for they had
some reason in their madness, and many
eminent men did not regard the search as

altogether chimerical ; tims, even the calm

philosophic mind of Lord Bacon seems to

have accepted the possibility, at any rate oE

transmutation, ana it is said that Sir Isaac

Newton became absorbed for mauy years in

the pursuit of this idea. Even in the present

day we should hardly be justified in saying
that the thing is impossible, because the

tendency of many researches is to show that

all the elements which we know are com-

posed essentially of one and the same kind

of matter, and that the differences which wo

observe in thw elements are the result of the

number and arrangement of the primordial
atoms and are not in the essential nature of

tho atoms themselves ;
and if this be so, it

is within the range of possibility that at

some future time we shall find means of

altering the arrangements, so as to produce
one element from another. In fact it may
be that what we call elements at present are

not such in reality, but are only compounds
of a very permanent type, which we shall be

able to take down and build up much in the

same manner as we do in the case of other

bodies which, were at one time supposed to

bo simple, but are now known to be com-

pounds, such as soda, potash, lime, &c.

Although the total quantity of gold is

Bmall, so that we cannot get it in tons as we

got iron and the other,ordinary metals, yet
it is very widely diffused or scattered over

the whole world, being found in almost

every country of Europe, Asia, Africa, and

America, but in most placea the quantity is

too insignificant to pay for the expense of

collecting it, and it is only in certain locali-

ties that it can be profitably worked. The

principal source whence
gold has been de-

rived is generally considered to be quartz
rock in which the gold is found imbedded.
The quartz rock is usually found in veins

intersecting beds of granito and other

igneous rocks, and it has been supposed by
some that there must be immense stores of

this precious metal existing at considerable

depths in the interior of the earth, because
the gold ia scattered in the quartz in

particles generally of small size,
and as the

granite must have existed at one time
in a state of fusion, the metal would

sink to the bottom, and it is only par-

ticles of thia that have been forced up"
into the cracks or fissures formed in the

granite in the process of cooling. This is a

question, however, which further investiga-
tion alone can Bettie. As the granite rocks

with their veins of quartz got worn down

by the agency of the weather, the particles
of gold were washed out and scattered over

the surface ot the ground, where it is now

found in the beds of rivers and other places
in the form of dust or nuggets. Some have
questioned this origin, and have maintained
that the gold must have come from the soil

where it is found, as the supply is often less

near the sources of the rivers than further

down ;
but there seems little doubt that it

is connected with quartz rock in some way,

and geologists have sometimes been able,
from examiniog the character of the rocks,
to point out the places where the metal is

Jikely to be found. Thus, Sir Roderick
Murchison in 1B4.J expressed his belief that

gold would be found in Australia, and he
even recommended unemployed Cornish
miners to emigrate to New South Wales
and dig for gold in the debris of the moun-

tains of Australia.

In ancient times the regioas whence

supplies of this metal were brought were

various and widely scattered
; thus we have

the < >phir of Scripture, regarding the exact i

situation of which much doubt exists ; but
it is probable that it was on the east coast
of A frica, somewhere opposite Madagascar.
In Europe the only goldmines of importance
are those of Hungary and Transylvania,
although the Bomana obtained it from
Upper Italy, where at one time it was

abundant. In the Ural Mountains, also,
this metal is found in considerable quantity.
The supply, however, from these sources is

completely eclipsed by the grand goldfields
of California and Australia. The gold is

generally found in the alluvial deposita of

rivers, but is sometimes extracted from the
rock itself, as it does not exist in a state

of chemical combination, but in the metallic
state, the method of extraction is extremely
simple. The crushed rock or the soilfrom the

bed of the river is washed, so that the metal
is, as it were, sifted from the sand, &c, with

which it is mixed. From its great specific
gravity the gold particles or dust rapidly

BÎnk to the bottom of the washing apparatus,
while the water and sand are poured off
from the surface. After it has thus so far
been separated from extraneous matter, it

is next treated with mercury, which has the

somewhat curious property of dissolving
gold and'BOme other metala very readily, so

that those who wear gold jewellery require
to be very careful how

they handle mercury,
as rings and other articles rapidly disappear
when

they come under its action. The
mercury, with the gold dissolved in it, is

separated from the sandy impurities by
straining, after which the mercury is driven
off by heat and the gold left. In this state,

however, it is by no means pure, as it

usually contains some
quantity of other

metals, such as silver, copper, and iron, from
which it has to be freed beforo it is fit for use.

These are readily removed bv dissolving these
metals in some chemical wh-ch has no

action on gold, such as nitric or sulphuric
acid. Thero are mauy other metallurgi-
cal operations, such as smelting and

ctipel

lation, in connection with the
separation

of gold which need not bo dwelt upon here.
The foregoing description gives an idea of
the principles employed in this industry.
Pure gold is almost the densest known
metal ; it weighs nearly twenty times as

much as an equal volume of pure water,
anil this property is often made use of to

indicate its purity, as it is only exceeiled by
platinum, while very few other metals

approach near it in this respect. It is the
most malleable of all. metals, and can be

beaten out into almost inconceivable thin
. ness. A single grain can be made to cover a

surface of fifty-six square inches, when
ita thickness will be about three hundred and

seventy thousandths of an inch ; that is to

say, 370,000 such pieces of gold put one on

the top of the other would only havo
the thickness of an inch. Its

tenacity is so great that a single grain may
be drawn out into a wire fiOOft.

long, and

by rolling out a fine gilt silver wire the gold

coating has been reduced to a film the
twelve-millionth part of an inch in thick-
ness. Gold is also exceedingly soft, being
something like lead in this respect. Owing
to thi'3 softness and its great malleability it

cannot be pounded or broken up into frag-
ments, and this fact has given rise to con-

siderable perplexity among commentators of
the < )ld Testament, for Moses is said to have
taken the golden calf and burned it with
fire, and ground it to powder, and strewed
it upon the water which the children of

Israel drank
; and in another passage, that

he stamped it and ground it. very small, even

until it was as small as dust. Now it ia

certain that the treatment here described
would not hare reduced the gold to

powder ;

it would simply have made it into
thin sheets; and hence the difficulty, and
many explanations have been given ;

but probably the passage is only a figura-
tive way of expressing the indignation of
Moses at the idolatry ol' the people and the

utter destruction of the object, of worship.
Gold does not directly combine with oxygen
or sulphur, and hence does not readily tar-

nish, and almost no acid attacks it, but it

yields at ouce to the action of chlorine, that

greenish-yellow suffocating gas which, with

the metal sodium, forms common salt, A

mixture of nitric and hydrochloric acids dis-

solves it, owing to the liberation of chlorine
from the latter acid. From its extreme soft-

ness pure gold is not suitable for many pur-
poses, and to increaso its hardness it is

alloyed with some other metal, such as silver

or copper. The standard coin of the realm

is an alloy composed of eleven parts of gold
and one of copper. Ah gold contracts in

cooling these coins cannot be cast in moulds,
but are stamped or cut out by niachinory.
Gold fuses or ro?ltR only at a very high tem-

perature, somewhero about _000deg. Pahr.,
and it doe» not volatise in a . blast

furnace, but it
may be vaporised in the oxy

hydrogen or electric flame. It is one of the

best conductors of heat and electricity. In
addition to its use in the manufacture of

jewellery and coins, gold is employed in tho
arts in many ways, in electro-gilding, in

enamels, in the
preparation of the purple of

Cassius, which is produced from tin and

gold, &c. It has also been used in medi-

cine, and is said to produce beneficial results
in cases of syphilis and scrofula.

In estimating the quantity of gold con-

tained in any article, it is usual iu this

country to do so in terms of the carat,

which is a purely arbitrary standard. Pure

gold is taken as unity, and this is assumed
to consist of twenty-four parts, named

carats, and if any article, such as a coin,

contains twenty-two parts of gold to two of

some other metal, it is Baid to be twenty
two carats fine. If it contains only twenty
of gold to four of another metal, it is

twenty-carat gold, and so on in other cases.

THE WHEEL AND THE GALLOWS.

(Gentleman's Magazine.)

In the West of England, in numerous

places, are fields, situated in lonely spots,
that go by the name of gallows traps,

and

the popular saying concerning them is that

whosoever sets foot ¡n them is predestined
to be hung. The probable origin of thin

superstition is that these were actual traps
for the

unwary, who, should they be found

treading on this hallowed ground, were

pounced on and strung up to the god of Bim

and gale. When it was found difficult to

supply the god with prisoners and criminals
in certain districts a parcel of land was set

apart to Odin, and it was thought that
whatsoever-of course a child or a stranger
-incautiously entered this plot had been
drawn thither by the deity, and chosen by
him as his victim. All scruple was

stilled, and the unfortunate was seized

and devoted to the gibbet god.
We cannot say for certain that this is the

origin of the gallows traps, but it is the most

probable explanation of their existence, and

of the superstitious dread that still attaches

to them
;

it is, moreover, in accordance with
similar institutions elsewhere.

Mention is made in the Bible of Joshua

hanging the Kiugs of Canaan till the going
down of the sou. Those of the Israelites

before,
" who were joined to Baalpeor," were

treated in like manner. He was ordered to
" take the heads {i.e., princes) of the people
and bang them up before the Lord against
the sun ;" that is, because the princes of

Israel had given themselves up to the

worship of Baal, the sun god, therefore they
were crucifie.t or hung feeing the sun, in

the customary way in which victims were

offered to him. It is probable that Joshua

in like manner hung the kings with their

faces to the sun to show his scorn of their

god, Baal, who had been unable to help

them, nay, who, as the sun, had been forced

to stand still to assist in the rout of his

votaries.

It is interesting to see hanging associated

with solar worship, but among the Norse
and Teutonic nations it was in all proba-

bility connected with Odin rather as the god
of the wind than as the sun, and that_ death
on the wheel waa the mode of sacrifice to

him or to whatever other god was wor-

shipped
as the deity of the wheel This

god among the Teutonic peoples was Fro.

In lG.r>:{, when the tomb of Cbildeuc was

opened at Tournai, à gold ox head was found
in it with a wheel of nine spokes on the

forehead, and snch a wheel was nsed as an

amulet very generally. Gaulish helmets

represented on the arch at Orange are

horned, with wheels between the horns.

On a Merovingian funeral monument at

Met7. the nine-spoked wheel figures on the
breast, just as later did the cross.

j

The wheel symbolised not the sun only,
but also the lightning. It was used as a

means of kindling a fire by turning it rapidly
about on an axle. In the island of Mull,
till the introduction of lucifer matches, this

method of kindling a fire was customary.

Considering the sacredneas of the symbol
of the wheel, it is rendered most probable
that victims to the sun were offered by
entwining their limbs about the nine

spokes,
and then erecting the wheel on a long pole,
so as to expose the victim's face to the sky.
We find this method of execution of

criminals in Europe, aud it is probably, like

hanging, a survival of a sacrifice to the sun.

The Romans knew of fastening a criminal

round the tire of a wheel and then rolling
it

; this was the inligari' in < arras of
Livy ;

but among the German nations the other

was the form of execution. Qallonius, in
his book on martyrdoms of the saints, gives
several plates representing the torture of.

the wheel, and in his text quotes his autho-

rities. In the first a mau bound to a wheel
is rolled down a hill ;

in the next we have
the man bound to the wheel with
limbs twisted in and out among the spokes,
set up in the sun ; in the third a

martyr bound upon a wheel is turned over

ti .«mes, and other over spikes. That tho
Greeks and Romans did sometimes employ
the mode of twining the limbs amoug the

spokes aud exposing to a lingering death in
the sun is almost certain. In one of the
doubtful epistles of Phalaris it is particu-

larised, but it was not common
; and those

acts of the martyrs which mention it aro

also not genuine. It
is, however, spoken of

by Gregory of Tours in the sixth century.
In 1310 tlie Parliameut at Toulouse ordered
the execution of a robber captain by the

wheel, and Francis I., in LA35, decreed
death on the wheel to all highwaymen. In
1_2G Frederic, Count of Isenburg, the mur-

derer of Engelbort, Bishop of Cologne, was

thus executed, but his limbs wero broken
before he was affixed to the wheel, This was

a modification, a concession to humanity,
that carne in with Christianity. Originally
the victima were allowed to linger for many
days on their whpels, bound in the

roost torturing contortions, and deprived
of food and water. But even when their

limbs were broken they lived for many

hours. A still further concession to humanity
came in the seventeenth century, when

the criminals were beaton on the chest aud

neck with an iron bar. But this concession

was not general, and in the sentence of the

Judges.order was given whether the execu-

tion was to take place
" from below

"

or

"from above." If from below, that signi-
fied tliat the extremities were to be struck

with the bar, and only the final blow to be

dealt on the breast.

Curtius, a French writer of the sixteenth

century, describes the penalty of the wheel.
" It is a mode of death more like that of tho
ctoss than of the gnllow.s. In the first

place tho limbs are bound to four croas

beams, then are broken with an iron bar
;

after that the shattered body is takeu off the

cioss and fastened to a wheel which Ls set

npiight, so that., still living and
feeliug,

still writhing, Um* victim may die slowly in

the full glare of the sun, lying on his back
face upwards."

The last case of the use of the wheel in

Get many was about 18<10. It disappeared
before the guillotine, ai; already said, from

France about
fifty years earlier. Tacitus

tells UR that traitors and fugitives woro

hung among the Germans
;

and in tho Salic

laws hanging ia mentioned. Indeed, all

early Teutonic records of law and justice
mention the gallows, and fuorro SUiilason,
the Icelandic chroniclor of the lives of the

kings of Norway, speaks of it. It was

usual to strip or half strip the criminal Avho

was hung, and sometimes to put a woodon
hat filled with pitch on his

head, which

latter ran down over and closed his
eyes.

Gallows were wont to be erected on spots

of land running
out into the sea, and by

rivers and firtlis. It Beeraa to have been
the mode of death appropriated to thieves,
and in the laws of the Ripuarian Franks it

Ls thus specified, so also among the Norse-
men.

One remarkable fact remains tobe noticed.
In all religions the sacrifice becomes in

some manner identified with the god to

whom offered, aud partook of his virtue

and power. Whether this is a mere confu-

sion of ideas, or whether thoro is somo

logical sequence at the bottom, we will not

stop to inquire, but it remains a fact every-

where, that a fea3t follows a sacrifice, and
that the partakers of the sacrifice believe

themselves to be brought by participation
into very close communion with the deity to

whom the victim has been oflered. Tho
victim is supposed in aome mysterious way
to become invested with the attributes of

the god, and to be a vehicle of communica-
tion between the god and the recipient of

the flesh of the sacrifice.

Whether at any time a cannibal feast

followed on an act of sacrifice on the wheel
and gallows wo cannot

say, but a whole
scries of superstitions exists connected with
criminals who have suffered the extremo

penalty of the law, which points to some-

thing of the sort. An executioner through-
out the middle ages and to the present day
derived and derives a revenue from the sale

of pieces of the cord and other articles con-

nected with the criminal who has suffered,
and these relics are purchased and pre-

served, not out of a morbid love of horrors,
but out of a real belief that they are bene-

ficial, that they bring with them protection

against accidents, and are preservatives

against disease. Not ten years ago tho

writer was shown by a woman, by no

means in the lower walks of life-in fact, a

picture dealer-a small object -in a frame.

This she said was a bit of the skin of a cer-

tain famous murderer who had been hung,
for which she had paid a guinea.

"And what on earth makes you preserve
it?" was the natural inquiry.
"Oh!" replied the woman, "the house

will never catch fire as long as that is in it,

so we are saved the insurance money."
The mutilation of bodies huug in chaina

wag of frequent occurrence in former times,
on account of the same and similar beliefs.

The hands and the feet and bair of the dead
were cut off. The former were constantly
taken by thievf-s and burglars, who believed

tliat the hand of the man hung would
enable him to open any lock and enter any
house with impunity.

The plunder of the gallows was sought in

the early days of Christianity by those who
were pagans at heart, and who thought by
obtaining relics of thoBe offered to the

ancient gods they put themselves in relation,

brought themselves into communion, with

these old deities. The idea of an execution

being a sacrifice to the old gods was

gone out of the minds of those who had
bpcome Christians, and they held such

executions to be infinitely disgraceful, not
because they held the crimes iu horror, but
because the execution was in some way

associated with that ancient heathenism

which they had been taught to abhor ; but
there always remained a substratum of the

people who held to the ancient faith more

or less intelligently. At length even the

remembrance of the gods to whom victims

were offered on gallows and wheel was
lost,

and then only a dim and stupid superstition

lingered on that relics of those who were

executed for their crimea possessed nome

mysterious virtues.

The eagerness with which Christians in
;

the early and middle ages sought after the

relics of martyrs derives from the same

belief. These witnesses to the truth
had offered themselves as willing sacri-
fices to God, therefore their remains had

become in a manner vehicles through
which God operated miracles. The whole

practice of the collection of
relics,

and belief
in their miraculous efficacy havo no roots in

Christianity, but derive entirely from

heathen notions. It waa like a vine, whose

roots wero outside a house, brought within,
and which, under the protection of ita glass

roof», luxuriates and fruits profusely.
One word in conclusion on the word gal-

lows. The old word for the gibbet ia galg,
and gallow is the low or place for the

gibbet. When we remember that the

gallows on which Odin hung is called Ogre's

horse, it is interesting to note a popular
riddle asked children in Yorkshire :

-

What is the borfo that never was fouled,
That is rid by a ridi>r below,

With a
bridli, bitless of tow.

Unshod willi steel, silver, or gold r

The ¡mswer is-the gallows. A German

designation of the gallows is the raven

stone, the raven being the bird of Odin.

GREAT BRITAIN AND GERMANY.

(Economist.).

It is quite possible to pay too much
attention to the semi official communion

tions to the Press, w ltb which foreign Go

vernments occasionally carry on their con

tests with opponents Such communiai

tions aie sometimes of importance, espe

cially when they are visibly intended to
excite public feeling, but they are quite as

often only safetj valves for the ill temper,
or the self satisfaction of the mdiv idnal
statesmen concerned Diplomatists, in pu
ticuUr, and Fmpirora, aie very human, and
it is hardly in human nature, when tiny

ai e gre itly annoyed or pie ised not to vvibIi

that the n ition they reprisent should shaio

thin satisf ictiim 01 icsentment The c »n

mumt/ue» îecently published by the Germ m

Government on hast African aflau s

are, however, serious, and help, with

some other incidents, to riveal a comb
tion of afiairs which deserves considt i ition

luther Prince Bwinnrck, or the Gerin in

Empeioi, for there are non two authorities
in German}, is evidently of opinion that
the Butish Government oug11 to entirinto

an illmnce with Berlin, thinks that tin
j

have ruf used to do so, and is inclined to
tin taten that whenevei the opportumtv
an ives he will punish the refusal That is

not, jierhaps, the pleasant! st way of m ii ing

live, but still it has been the German way
ever since tho da\s of Iredenck the Great,
and if Germans ipprove tt there is no mon

to be» said, e\cipt that other wavs induct in

Englishmen, and indeed in the i eat of the

vvoild,
mort affection and esteem The

Gi mun roughness would not, howovei,
desiive serious comment, but that it

coniHponds with the view of a strong patty
among ourstlvis, who think the Govun

mint veiy foolish in not accepting the oller

al wa) s bifore them of entiling the League
of Peace Once included m that hague,
they say, Fngland would hi safi in

all quaiteiB of the wot Id for no

Pov.pi has such an nattiest in at

tacking her that it would run the risk

solelv on that account of bunging on tho

greatest and most dangtious wai of this

century Moreover, it is not only possible
but likely tint peace would be wainui to

Euiopo foi iquirtor of » cintury, for no

piobablo combination ot Towel tt could

altin L the League as it thin would be with

out imminent danger ol destruction Hie

League would be, in plain English, so long
as Americt kept out of tin, atlriy, the

tuiHtrtss of the woild, and unless it piovoked
its oppouents to madness could do what it

pleised without danger of oppositi n by
aims Those who aigun thus billi ve that

any wise mon ireh 01 Minister would, if

ftoo to net, at onie iccept su h m oiler and
that the Bntish lefnsal must bo carrnd to

tho discredit of our pieaent system of

government and of the party rivahies

through which that ssstem is earned on

These, it is said, make all consistent policy

impossible, even when its uloption would

sicure gie it benefits to the woild as will as

to tim, eountry done A few, mon ovei, of

those who think thus go a step fuither, aud
menace Gre it Britain with dangers vigin»

arising fiom hei isolation, one v. riter, Mi f

Greenwood, going so far as to hiut tint the
Girman Emperor, in hw rage it the itfusai of

his oilers, mi\ offer v ust terms to Rursu of

aggi uidistmeiit, to be obtained at Butish

expense In plainer words, it is wo pre

sume, intended that Gol many might oiler

the (Var CouBtmtinople, and perhips India
besides, if he would illow Ti mee to be com

plott ly crushed

limo ib something ontieing about a píos

peet of issuied peace foi a quaiter of a con

tiny, resulting from a mern? alliance, and it

may bo well, perhaps, to discuss that pros

peet iii st tnd see wh it pnee we should have

to pay for the chance of such an ad vant ige
It would bo rifhei a heavy ont» Tho
Le igue would not accept us without a 1 irgo
addition to our naval and military expendí
turo, which would havo to bo kept tip during
the whole period of the igreeroi nt, and indeed

beyond it, for in mai ing such a eoncract we

should incur tho lasting aud bittei enmity
of both Tr-ince tnd Russia, Powers which
ietain thin antipathies, as we see by tho

talk of the re an ht, for lengthened periods
fh it increase of expenditur would be a

heavy burden, even if we were sure of

obtaining the end sought, but we should bo

by no means sure Nations often go to war

m the teeth of policy, and the populations
of 1 raneo and Kunsia are growing so

exeited, that they might thin! even a difeat,
which is not quito ceitam, better than an

endurance of the prest ut conditions

I rtnee is coufidt nt that her army eau

save her from destruetion, and

Russians believe that when their full

strfngth is

put forth, as in such a war it

would be, all Europe could not inflict on

them any penalty beyond a tempozary
bankiuptcyand thelossofacertainnumberof

trained mm, which a very short period of

peace
would completely repair Nor is it

quite certain that this calculation ib

erroneous The
strength of rnghud

is very great, but it is hurdly
of the kind which would m such

war greatly lucre ise the strength of the

League of Peace Under the conditions of

modern warfare, Berlin might be entered

by Russia, or Lyons captured by Germany
before the English, alwaysill prepared, would
be ready to take the field with a considerable

army
and as to the n ivy, the capture of

the French colonies and tb< bombardment
of some Russian ports would have no

influence on the struggle at all It is not

worth while therefore, to engage in an

alliance which, to be of any value, must last

a long time, for the s ike of a philanthropic

object, which, however splendid in ap
pearance, we might after all fail to obtain

The advantage to ourselves is more visi-

ble, but, again, the price to be paid is a

large one India, it is said, would be

secure, and Egypt might be annexed, but

it is verv doubtful if the country thinks the

second object desirable, and the first may
always be secured by spending the neces-

sary money Money will not secure the

allfgiaoce of India, but it will, if wisely

expended, keep Russia out, and if we are

to spend great sums to make na fit to enter

the League of Peace, we may as well spend
them to iDcrease our individual strength ;

we should be much leis hampered by

"aelvice" from rnther overhearing allies

advice which our Parliamentary system
might not allow us to take-and we should
run less risk of such . divided counsels at

home that the foi mntion of any Govern-
ment would be impossible. At least

one-half our people would object to
the new artnameutg, and would not

feel that wo had gained nuytbing except
a needless quarrel with our great neighbour,
with whom we have lived in peace, if not

friendship for more than seventy years lo
make an alliance ag.iinst France when seek-

ing only to recover her own provinces would
be esteemed by a large party among us

both
ungenerous, and, having regard to the

long lives of nations, unwise. Moreover,
the alliance, though it might secure peace,

contemplates tho possibility of a war, and a

war on the colossal scale ; aud after such a

war what would be our position? We
must do our best to help, and should do our

best, but after making enormous sacrifices

in treasure, if not in men, what would bo
our rewnid? Rather less probably than

nothing at all. This country wants nothing
except that things should remain nearly as

they are. France has not a possession in
the world which Great Britain would
take as a gift, unless it be her vague

right over Madagascar, and we can do with-

out that very well. As to Russia, when the

war was over and the league dissolved, what

would be our security that
uussin, shut off

from Europe, would not direct her stiength
and her policy of expansion exclusively upon
Asia, and by invading Persia, or directly

threatening India, increase our difficulties

fivefold 1 The league would no longer be in
existence to check her, and if it

wero, no

check could be applied by land except an

invasion of Russia, which popular opinion,
whether in Germany or Austria, would for

such an object refuse to sunction, In.the
long run, wo fail entirely to see the advan-

tages of such au alliance, and as for menaces

they must, in the present condition of

the Coutinont, como to nothing. No State

governed by sane men will, with a

gigantic war in prospect, address such
menaces to Great Britain that siie

must, for hor own protection, lay
aside her dislike to preparation, and

openly join tho other side. It would be
madness iu any enemy, whether I'Vauco or

Germany, to risk such a contingency, and
besides madness of the precise kind which
continental statesmen never display. The
German Emperor, for example, may bo, as

Mr. Greenwood suggests, a heady young
mun, fond of his own way, but he canuot
let loose Russia on "nglatid without pro-
viding Frauco with the most certain and the
moat efficient of all allies. If England
wants advantages, which is not tho Case,
she wanting only to be let, alone, she has
only to remain

uuentaiigled by alliances,
and tho biddtug for her assistance is suro to
bo heavy enough ; or if she waits a little

longer she may como in,
and with her un-

broken strength dictate the ultimate and
moderate settlement of affairs. After all,
if Ireland wero but placated we should
have all wo waut.

THE LAST DA YS OF PRJEVALSKV

Tim following account is giA'on hy M. Ro
biirowski of tho last hours of Gonoral Prjo
valsky, tho polebrnled o\plnror :-" Qnnoral

Prjovulsky had taken cold whilst out shooting..For sovorai days ho fought against the insidious

enoniy, but at last ho was obligod to tako to
his bod, and on tho lSlh October ho found it

necessary to removo from the tout ho
ocoupiod

to tho hospital of lvarakol. Ile became rapidly
worso after his removal, and his condition soon

inspired serious nuxioty. AVo passed tho night
by liis sido," writes

Robarowsky, "and tho
illnoss mado suoh rapid progress that wo sent
for tho doctor, who, with his assistant, stayed
all night. After each paroxysm tho face of
tho sick man was covered with porspiration,
so tliat he had to wipo it every moment.
Tho sweating lasted for two hours,
gradually decreasing, after which ho slept,
but only for an hour and a-half. The

uoxt day waa a very anxious ono. Prjevalsky
could not rest on his loft Bido owing to violent

bleeding from tho noso, whioh it was very
difficult to stop. To remain continually on tho

right, side wob irksome, while whou lying on his
back tho breathing beoamo difficult. Howovor,
thanks to tho caro of tho doctors, tho day
pnssod without a furthor orisis. On tho even-

ing of Uio 10th Prjovulsky felt hotter, but at

midnight thoro was a fresh
blooding from tho

nose, and tho tomporaturo of tho body rose

rapidly. Resort whb had to friction with

vinogar and water to oxcito porspiration. Tho
resnlt was that tho patient recovered somewhat,
and mado somo final arrangoments. Ho wished
i'urthor to say something of groat importance,
and asked whether ho would Uvo till

morning.
Being roassiirod by tho doctor on this hoad, ho
remarked:-'Then tho rest to-morrow; wo

will «end telegrams. Ono request only.
Do not forgot tliat I dosiro Btronuously
to bo buried on tho banks of Isbik Koul
in tho full costiwio of tho expedition. Lot
them photograph mo for my family, Avith
t.ho Lancaster gun, whioh I Icavo to Robarow-
sky.' Prjovnlnky thon told tho doctor not to
hide from him tho approach of death, which ho
foared not at all, having often enough boon
faoo to face with death boforo. Ho scoldod us,
and called us women-folk, when ho saw us with
tears in our eyes. Thou ho grow oahnor and

doclarcd that ho felt pretty well, but for a

troublesomo pain in tho Htoinnch. Tho night
pushod fairly. In tho morning his tomporaturo
again roso. Ho wau Ilion dolirions, and while
in this condition ho roferrod

ohiolly
to tho

oxpodition. Ho booamo stronger, and hud
brief lucid intervals. Tho

dying mau lay on

bia sido, covering his face with ono hand, but
ono could soo that ho was crying. Suddenly,
he sprang out of bod and stood upright, sup-
ported by thoso present. Aftor remaining thus,
for a fow moments, ho said,

' Now, I am going
to lio down.' no was helped back to bed,
sighed deeply sovoral times, and died." Gene-

ral Prjevalsky'« wish as to burial was strictly

fulfilled, by order of tho Emperor, and he sloops
in tho far-off land with which Iiíh ñamo is so

gloriously and imperishably connected.

Six hundred thousand Frenchmen own shares,
in tho Panama Canal.

NEW TARIFF. -IPSWICH TWEEDS
AND 8KKÜIÍS,

THOUGH DUTY l-'ItEE,

Will be Bold Kim-fly nt OLD PltlCES.

C5 Uui-en-the'-t, next Town Ililli.

? iiko|v<-iict Notice«.

IN
the SUPREME COURT of QUEENS

LAND.

In /VmiÎ r-aupeiU.

St«. Jellies HAnnt.vo.

CHARLE! LON'ODEN, of Bulimba, Labourer, was

Biljud od Insolvent ou the Thirtieth day ol' January,
1IHM.

Tho Finit MfetiiiR of CVdilora will be lietel at tim

Principal Ri-iriitry. ¡iriíliano, on tho Fourteenth dny of

February,1HS9, at Eleven o'clock in the Forenoon.
Until tho election of a I'mutec,

ii.l
peisini having lo

tht-lr iioescssion any of the e-Uecls of the In-w'vent
must el liver them, and all debts dil" to tho In=olv-nt
mu«t be piiid, to Mr. JAMES BOYNE HALL, the

Official TruMi-p in the E-tute-.

Cteditiir» must forward their proof» of debts to the

Official Timlc-e.

AX.FI1ED DOWÎi,
Deputy Rcgixtrar.

Removals.

N
OTICE OF REMOVAL.

Mr. TINDAL r.rOUTF.R, Licensed Survey or. begs
to NO IJFY to hl-i Friend- anil Clients tiwi be lim HE
MOVED to No. tfl'lown Hull.

[PSWICH TWEEDS AND SERGES
L Coiuumnd the

LARGEST TAILORING TliADE IN
QUEENSLAND.

ii Queen-stieet, next Town Hall

A

_Medical.
WONDERFUL MEDICINE,

BEEOHAM'S PILLS

Arc univeisally admitted to be worth a guinea a bos
for Bilious and Nervous D

sorders, nach as wind uni

pam in Hie stomach, sick headache, giddiness, fuln«-a
anil s» elmar after meals, di" mens and drowsiness, cold
i hills, flushings of liest les of

nppetite, shortness of

meath, oastivencs«, scurry, and blotches on the skiu,
di turbed i-leep, frightful dreams, and all nor* oils anil

tii niblin)» sensations, £c The Urst dose will gi* o relict
in twentj minutes Bier) sufferer is earnestly invited

to tr> une box of these Pills, and they will be acknow-
ledged to be

,

AYORTTI A GUINEA A BOX.

Foi Témales of all ages these- Tilla aro invaluable as

a few doses of them carry off all humours, and bring
about all that is required. No femnle should bd with-
out (hem Thoro m no medicine to be lound equal to
BLl^HAMS PILL for removing unv obstruction or

lrregulai it) of the system If tak n according to the
el red oils 51* ra **itll each box the* will soon restore

fournies of all or-os to sound and robust health. Thin
has been pro* ed by thousands who ha* o tried them, und

lound the benefits **hich nie insured by their use.

Tor a weak stomach, impaired digestion, and sli,

iii oiders of the Ina, the* act like "MAGIC,"
andu few doses will be lound to work wonders on tha

inoítimpoitatitciiíTiiiH m the human machine. They
st lengthen the wholo mu "ulai m «tem, ri-store the

long-lost i omplexioit, bring back (ho keen edge of

appetite, and ni ouse into a< tion with tim "OS_BTJD ol
lu tilth tin whole phvsu al

energy of the human fmtnp

'llioscnu-"FACTS'testified continual!* by member*
ot nil classes ol societv and one of 'he be-t guarantees
to the ncivoiu. and debilituted«!!'. BEECHAM'S PILLS
hine the largest »ale of an* Patent Medicine in the
world

Prepared only, and sold wholesale and retail, by the
Piopiietm, TnOAfAS BrLCHAM, M, Helena, "au

easlure, England, in boxes, Is. ljd and 2s lil. eaeb

Holdbv all Druggists aud Patent Mtdinine Dealell
cm ni hore.

N B -Tull elim lions aie given with each box.

E,-LLIOTT "K,OS., Limited
li AVHOI/ESALE

"RU-OIsIS AND
DHYSALTERS,

Tinportei s of

Dings, Paton! Hi du mes, Druggist«' SundrieJ,
teiirgiinliii-truuitnts,Sodnwitei Machines, and

Coull ii Alnnnriioturtis'
Goods,

Ataiintaituitisof «

ACIDS, CHEMK'Ars, AND ARTIFICTAI

AtANUftr.S,

rAGLr-slllELr, BRISBANE;
AMI sA'UNEA

Chemical AVuiIw Balmain, Sidney, anil

liodbiiuk, (lui cnsloud.

beet;, inoN, Axn aialped atine
(1

limit's),
Tome and Strengt

honing,
Kestoios Dehciito Indi* idunLs to Health anil

\igoiu.

QUE ENSL \NT> H \ ICING POAYBER,
Makes Light llrend, l'nstij, ie

,
AVIthuitt At ist

Guaranteed to bo 1 reo from Alum and other
Injurious Cuinpiuntl*.

Pi opal od
bj

TILT TOT J' BBOS
, Limited,

WHOLLSALE DUUOaiSTS,
BRISBANE

R SPEAR'S AMERICAN DIsT
PENSARY, t.' MARGAREt'-STREET,

81DNLY.

(Betuei n Qeotge and Yolk streets. V 0. Box, 920.)

T)i Sl'Ei It is a leguhu Giuiluuted Physician, cull«
ente d at Huivitrd Oolligo, US

(lui ctiutfimatlon ma

Acu A il nul l
i rile Jlst laiiuni}, IBS« also .Anio Somit

II ilfi <hi ,tle nth Apnl. lbSS)
'Hie Doctor ha»de

*oted luurti-cii viuni lo tho study oi CHRONIC ami

NLIt\(JU8 DISEASE Tour of those wero in the
li »ding Hospitals ni tho Uuiteil States, winch enable»
lum tu tieat ntl

pn\ ito troubles with t "client result-»

Alliipjilyinnr
lu hlin «ill receive lim honest opinion ot

tin ir lompiamts No exii rlnietitmg, uo Meraiiy
nwsil Ho ** ill GUARANTJDE A P081 ¿TYE CURE in

i m tv case he tiiidmuikiw, or lurfolt £¿00. Hewishu
it ilwlini tly un Icrstuod that lie dois not claim topei
lonii impossibilities, ni to lia*e miiaculous power, lia

< luiiiis uni* to bo a skilled and siittt&sfiil
physician,

tliinoiiglil* infill nail In Ins
specialty

- CHRONIC
DJHEAHl'H Pi opie residing- at n di I mee can. by ex-

plaining their tiiitibhs in di tail, ho treated at home,
fcxiimiiuiliou and aduce free to nil.

As n T"<«T, Bi RPT3ER will Fond a TRIAL
BO I TLB of InsMLDTCfNE liée of char««? (carriage
i

iccpli d) to any person npplving to liim who will glvt
lull piiliiiilaisol their trouble '1 lils will demonstrate
his unbounded ciinlldi nee in thesewonderfulrtmedtei,
wlileli nie onl* 1

no«ii to hiiiisi If, unit » luth for over

twoionmlinveiichlued such unvaried Bucceas in bli
Ni w /< aland pi act ice

AU applicants for a trial bottle uf Ids medicine wurt
tnilosc a ad stamp toi his replj

It J. SPEER. 51D ,

42
Mingaiet-street, Sydney.

ORTON'S CAMOMILE PILLS
THE BEST REMEDY.F

NORTON'S
CAMOMILE PILLS

TOR INDIGESTION

"MORTON'S CAMOMILE PILLS
1> AV11JI JLS1ICE CALLED

"VTORTON'S OAMOM1L11 PILLS
1\ 1 BL NAT Uli AL b 1ItENGTHENER

NORTON'S CAMOMILE PILLS
OP THE HUMAN STOMACH.

A PovirniLi Tomu ami ClFsni Ai'KiuriT

ADVICE
TO MOTIIERa.-Aro you broken

in jour list by a side thlld
«Hireling with the

punt ol tutting teolh I G i at oiire to a chemist und
get

li bullit or. Mm AYINS_OAV'H 8001 HING SYRUP.
H v»ill relu *i tho pool sulltrti

uiimtdliittly. It is per

kcll} hinnlu-s mid jdeimint to laste, it prod lie« j

nu mai quitt sleep bj rtliceing tho child from pain, and
the little thtriib iniiilifs "iisbiii'htiiia button "

It
soothes the rhild. It suttons the tunis, ulla}« iillpltin,

it-Hmps *niid, legulatcs tho bowl» nnel is the liest

known litiicily loi dj-entery and illu lhuea, whothri

ni wing fioul tent lung or other ciium.ii Mrs. AV uah! w'a

hiiiitlinifr bj i un is sold by Medicine Deultrs everywhtre
«tis ljel pi i bottle

GEO. THOS. CONGREVE"MR
CONSUMPTION

AMI its

8UCCE8BPU_ TREATMENT

Slumlng thut dlrolul ilisenT tobo curable in all it»

«lagi a, with observations on

ASTnarA, chronic uitovcnrris, Ere ?*

2ó0,000 hayo been «old lu England.

I

Colonial Edition Oil (rd. Tost Free.)

Published bj Illgbv, M King AVIIHam-street, Ade-
laide, U RoljeiLsnn ,t Co., U Llttl« Collins-street,

Mtlbounio, and ol Hjdnev, B Stem Perth, AVtst Aus-
tralia, Upton*. Co

,
Aui Icliind, und Simpson- Wil-

liams, Cln iatiliurc.li, New Ze"aud, J. Avaleli & Son,
Hobuit, Tasmania.

CATARRH, COUGHS, HOARSENESS.

'HIE riNEST REMEDY
ron

COUOHB, COIJ)S, Etc.,
IB

CONGREA"S

BALSAMIC ELIXIR,

In Bottles Is ljel , 2s Od ,4s Od., and 11s.

Prepared bvO T CONG REVE, Coombe Lodge, ,

Peckham, London, and

gold bj all the best Medicine Houses in the

Colonies.

jr EATING'S POWDER.

ICLA1ING 8 POWDER.

"EATING'S POAYDER.

KEATING'B POAYDER.

KEATING'S POAYDER.

KILLS BUGS.
FLEAS. *

Hil 11 HS
BEETLES.

THIS POAYDER is quite HARMLESS to ANIMAL
I/lïK, but is unrivalled m destroy-
ing PLEA":!, Bulli, COCKEOACHE8,
BEETLI S, MOTHS IN FUBS, and

every
othei sp" io« of insect. Sportsmen will And
tlds in* aluable 'or destroying ü»us m their
dog«, -is also iadiíb for tliiu p"t dogs,

THIS ARTICLE has found so GREAT a BALE tliat
it ho« tempted other* to vend a -o-called
article In mutation The PUBLIC are

CAUTIONED tliav packages of the genuine

pov-der lmar Hie autograph of THOMAS
KEATING. Sold m Tins by au Chemists.

rpo
GET RID OP WORMÍI

TO GET RID OF AYORMB.

TO GET RID OF WORMS.

TO GET RTD OF WORMS
*

use th» "absolute" remedy, KEATDfO'S
AVORM TABLETS A PURELY YEGE
1 At-'LE 8AVKE niEAT, both In

appe*r»nca
jliltutto fiu-mshingamóitagreeawemethod
< t » im -

storing th oulrcertam remedy »or

r-I ES11NAL ur TBRE\D AVOKMB. "

l» a pe"r,-'tly *afe and mild preparation, «f
l. .ra« all* adapted for Children. Soldi«
'lirs bv ull Drugni-ts ,

Propri tor-1'ÖOMAS KtATINO. _oado°-_

SITUATIONS W^i^-8*


