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POLITICS IN CHINA,
R —
(From Novth China Daily Newr)

As woon as the Emperor of China has
taken over the actual government of the
country in February of next year, a Chinese
officinl named Ung Tung Ho is likely to be
made the Head of the Grand Council, and
breome all MMI:IL- the Emperor [
great affection for him. The km is
now 17 yeums old, and Ung Tung‘ﬁl:fbn
been the Grand Tutor ever since the Em-
peror’s childbood.

The Emperor has a serious hesitation in
hin speech, sod speaks very slowly and with
cousiderable difficalty. He is quiet in dis-
milbn, and very chetinate wlien once he

formetl an opinion. He has & very large
head, and a thin pointed face. He in con-
ﬁgﬂd decidedly clever. There are strong

atall  Prince Chun, the Em| s futher,
is very ambitious; an was wn by the
Intrigue which took four years ago,
when Prince Kung, elder brother, was
soddenly degraded and removed from the
offices which he had held for about twenty-

five and Prince Chon was imme-
intely appointed to wsucceed
him. = The latter appointment was quite

contrary to Chinese law and custom, which
requires that an Emperor's father should
slways live in the strictest retirement, and
pever take aoy high office or interfere in
any way in the direction of affairs of State.

nos Chun bas managed to muintain him-
self in officeand in power, and will pro-
bably make strong efforts to continue to do
%0, but it seems pretty certain that the Em-
peror does mot intend to permit this, and
consequently 8 struggle ia almost sure to
ocoar, There are two sarviving brothers of
Prinee Chon, the Emperor's father, who is
the voungest of the three, and who is known
ss the “Seventh Prince ;" the eldest bein
Prince Th::;l who is known as the “Fif
Prince ;" the next Prince Kung, who
is known as the “Bixth Prince.” In the
event of a itroggle taking place between the
Emperor avd his father it is probable that
ane of the uncles, most likely Frince Kung,
will be appointed by the Emperor to the
highest post—i.e, nominal head of the
Grand Council, but it is probable that the
Emperor will retain the real power in his
own handa, with Ung Thung Ho as his con-
fidential adviser,

Another clement, which is most im
tant in connection with the mcoession of the
Em to full power, is the disposition of
the Emperor towards the Empress Dowager,
who will then at any rate nominally,
B pois e

preas nigef is an aunt

of t&‘ium. Lier gister having married
Prince Chun. Bhe bas wielded almost
power f“:r .hudwl many years past

undou very great

of l:z::a:: Bhe will h{uﬂ;’o retire into
complete political obecurity nominally, but
w will consent to do w0 in reality
seema very doubtful, and all the weight of
her immense influence will be thrown into
the ncale to assist Prince Chua The Em.
pervor, who is old for his years, is known to
avoid as moch as ble letting his real
feelings and intentions be known, and the
raysterions fate of his young predecessor,
Tung Chib, just as be taken over the
reina of power, Do doubt acts na a strong
reason for great cantion. Those, however,
who bave had to be inntt-nduu:!:nnho
young Emperor are well aware that the
Emperor's real sentiments are wvery un.
fuvoursble towards hia aunt, the Empress
. One fact rankles in his mind

very moch—namely, that whereas twelve
millious of tasls were allowed by the Em.

prem for the marriage expenses of Tung
Chih, she has only allowed five millions of
taels for his own He has cars.

marringe.

fully avoided commi'ting himself by any
open expresion on this subject, but it &
believed that it will have s considerable in-
fluence upon his actions, and that he in not

likely ever to forget or to forgive it.

Rypocen Domaget cio e M sknt, o1
mpress Dowager ars anchus, but
Ung Tung l]o.f: A (,‘hib::.l: native of the
provinee of Kiang-wn, and comes of a very
anciest and renowned family. He iastrongly
o i to foreigners and foreign ways, and
mtnﬁqe-t‘e :iith the Kmperor will
lead to a vigorous attempt to re-
tard the introduction of railwaya and all
Western innovationa, It will alwo, in all
pwobability, lead to strained relations be-
tween the Chinese Government and the re-
m-mhllvn of Foreign Powers, which will
ng about & very critionl state of nffairs
not at all unlikely toend in war.

present dangerous state of Euro,
the great Treaty Powers will allow them.
selves to be drawn into n war with Ching if
they can possibly avoid it, but this fact

in s well koown at Peki that
it s quite likely to Je& the
Chinese §overnment to mm vpon it
too far, e real danger a i o want of

firmness on the part of Foreign Govern-
ments, and & too conspicuons deaire to keep
on good terms with Chiba ; nothing in wo
caleulated to bring about the very calamit

that it ia di to avert The -
mean war would never have happened if
Russis had not been firmly pe ed that
England would not upder any circum-
stances declars war, the persansion being to
nmuhnt.buﬂl?u the amertions of
the leading organ of English opinion at the
time. In the same way, a similar pssump.
tion on the part of China will cause matters
to drift into a dang wtate of 1 y
when any nccidental overt act may precipi-
tate s ruptare. A most important fact to
be always borne in mind in connection with
Chinese politics is that the preseut Tartar,
or u dynasty is an alien one, and that
the members of it bare never intermarried

with Chinese, Tartar garrisons, still acat.
tared t China, are merely symbols
of & power that once really existed,

but is now completely gone.  The
Munchus  wonld  bave swept
from and the country

long ago but for ove thing ; the utter dis-

(Scoteman. )

By the universal consent of mankind in
all sges gold has held the position of the
king of metals, and thers seamn little proba-
bility that it will be displaced from ita prand

tion in the t age, which in aseager
in its porauit of the yellow dross aa any of
those which have gone befure it, Apart,
however, from its value as the mediom of
exchangs, undoubtedly possesscs many
ualities which entitle it to high considera.
tion. Itw beaury, its durability, and the
reaistance it offers to the attacks of chemical
combine with ita comparative scarcity
to render it an object of the greateat interest
and value, althoogh it must yield perhaps
in wtility to its more lowly brothers, sich rs
iron. Oold is almost always found inn
metallic state, mixed with other sub-
stances, from the moat of which it
in comparatively ensy to separate it. Very
probably it was among the first metals
to be discoverad and used by man, Ac.
cordingly we find it regularly reforred to,
and its value ackuowledged, in, the earliest
tecords, It was coupted among the most
precicus trensures of kings, and was the
ayvmbol of all that was good and noble, The
Judge of all the earth is compared to a
refines’s fire, and He ia said to purify the
sons of Levi, and cleanse them ma ml-{und
silver, Gn:rald I‘!{‘ “Mddfull; the most w:r;d
purposes of religion, and the im of the
gnds and decorations of umplnls:ro made
from it, and enormous quantities were umed
for these pu It been caloaInted
that King David accumulated of gold and
silver for the building of the Temple no lesa
than £900,000,000, sn smount  Rbout
sufticient to pay off the Dritish national
debt. This quantity ia so eoormous, how.
ever, that we may be pardonad if we doubt
the correctness of the caleulation, bat it
iudicates, at any rate, what t quantities
of the preciona metals were in exislence in
thosa da and how they were often
gathered by one man for religions pu
Owing to the high value put upon gold, and
ita comparative scarcity, it ia not to be won-
dered at that men should try to manufac-
tare it from the metals, and hence
arose the alchemists, who strove with per.
sistence worthy of a better eause 0 find ont
the great secret. Nor wers their labours
entirely in wain, for although they did not
find what they sought, they nevertheleasnd.
vanced know! very greatly, and Inid
the foundations of that chemintry which
now adds =0 much to the wealth and com
fort of the modern world,. We muost not
regard them all aa quacks, for they had
some reason in their madoes, and “many
eminent men did not regard the search aa
altogether chimerical ; thus, even the calm
Ehihmphic mind of Lord Bacon seema to
ave ncoepred the ibility, ut any rate of
transmutation, it in sald that
Newton # absorbed for many years in
the pursuit of thisidea. Even in the present
day we should hardly be justified in saring
that the thing in imposaible, beerase the
tendency of many researchen is toshow that
all the elements which we koow are com-
poacd casentially of one aod the same kind
of matter, and that the differences which we
observe in the elements are the reanlt of the
number and arrangement of the primordial
atoms and are not io the essentinl pature of
the atoma themaelves ; and if this be w0, it
is within the range of pomaibility that at
some futnre time we shall tind menns of
altering the arrangementa, ao an to produce
oo element from ancther, In fact it may
be that what we call elements at present are
not auch in reality, but are nnlu;h compounda
of a very permanent typs, which we I be
able to tal:e down and Eild up much in the
same manner i we do in the cuse of other
bodiea which were at ons time supposed to
be aimple, but are now known to be com-
pounds, such as soda, potaul, lime, &c.
Although the total quantity of gold is
small, 0 that we eannot get it in tons as we

ot iron apd the other ordinary metals, yet
it in very widely ditTused or scuttered aver
the whole world, being found in almost
every country of Eorope, Asin, Africa, and
America, bt in most places the guantity in
too insignificant to pay for the expense of
collecting it, and it is only in certain loeali-
ties that it can be profitably worked. The
principal source whence g has been de-
rived is generally considered to be quartz
rock in which tﬁre gold is found imbedded,
The quartz rock is usually found in veios
intersecting beds of granite and other
igoeons rocks, and it has been supposed by
some that thers moat be immense stores of
thin ona metal exinting at considernble
deptha in the interior of the earth, because
the d is seattered in the quartz in
parti generally of small sire, and as the
granite muost have existed at one time
in & state of fosion, the metal would
sink to the bott and it is only par.
ticlea of thisn that have been foreed up
into the eracks or fissures formed in the
granite in the process of cooling. Thizisa
yuestion, however, which forther invostign.
tion alone can mettle. As the gramite rocks
with thair veins of quariz got worn down
by the agency of the weather. the particles
uf‘ gold were washed ont and scattered over
the surface o the ground, where it in now
found in the beds of rivers and other places
in the form of dust or nuggets. Bome have

uestioned this origin, and have maintained
aut the gold must have come from the wail
where it is found, as the supply in often |ees
near the mources of the rivers than further
down ; but there seema little doubt that it
i» connected with quartz rck in some way,
snd geologists have sometimes been able,
from examining the character of the rocks,
to point out places where the metal ix

ir Inanc

onfon and jeal between Ch

officials and the intense suspicion that every

bhigh Chinese official feeln of every other
o:ch.l The principle, “ divide and govern,"
is well understood by the ruling ruce, and
they show marvellous ability in their practical
lm]ﬂﬂﬂl of it. At the preseot time the
few Chinese leading officials in the Empire
are incesmautly undermining each other, and
of course the Manchu Goveroment likes to
have it . The one stock idea of arates.
I.Ill.lhiz'm China in connection with foreign
affairs ia to play off Foreign Governments
#ach other, asis done snocessfnily with
leading officials of the Empire, and there

is uufortonately only 100 muck ground for
saying that it has hitherto proved eminently
sucoesaful in the past and ia likely to prove
still more so in the fature, for there is much
lems cohiesion pow briween the representa-
tives of the Treaty Powers at Peking than
Mf-ﬂ to be. The stroggls to con
tracts for ironclads, gune, and the building of
doala, railwava, 8c., for their hulioualn,iu
led toa com
tha Ministers of some of the Foreign Powers
at Peking which has tly weakened their
‘nfluence with the Chinese Government. 1t

is & very remarkable the Iy,
whose nationals bave obtained mjni.:.}‘.
share of big contracts during the last two

Jears, is Framce, the very Power that has

likely to be found. Thos, Bir Roderick
Muorchi in 1R ex hin belief that
gold would be found in Australia, and Le
even  recom unemployed (‘ornish
miners to emigrate to New South Wales
and dig for gold in the débris of the moun-

taina of Australia.
In ancient tirmes the iona whenos
sopplies of this metal were ght were

various and widely scattered ; thus we have
the Oiphir of Seriptuare, regurding the exact
sitaation of which mmeh donbt exists ; but
it is probable that it was on the east const
of Africa, somewhere te Madagascar.
In Europe the only golimines of importance
are those of Hungary and Tnnlflnnil.
sithough the Romans obtained it from
Upper Italy, where at one time it was
abundaut. In the Ural Mountains, alo,
this metal is found in considerable q:unl.it{..
The su !..:;m-i;m these mm-ld
compl-tely the d fields
of California and Luﬁdh@?&'ﬂd in
generally found in

rivers, but is sometimes
rock itsell. awm it does not exist in a state
of chemical combination, but in the metallic
state, the method of extraction is extremely
simple. The crushed rock or the soil from the
bed of the river in w 80 that the metal
ia, a8 it were, nifted from the sand, &e, with
which it is mized. From ita great specific
gravity the gold particles or duat rapidly

sink to the bottom of the washing apparatna,
while the water and sand are poured off
from the marface. After it has thus so far
been | extm y it
in next treated with mercury, which basthe
somewhat curious of dissolving
and'some other metaly very readily, so
that those who wear gold jeweilery require
to be very careful how they handle mercury,
aa rings and other articles rapidly diss
i 'h?n:."? m”a ived 1o 1t B
mercury, the insolved in it
upntui from the mndy impurities by
straining, after which the mercary s driven
off by heatand the gold left, [n thia state,
however, it is by no menns pure, as it
usually m:hinlllima quantity of other
asuch as silver, copper, and | from
which it has 10 be freed bafore 1t ia it for e
These are readily removed by dissolving these
metals in some chemical whieh has no
action on goll, such as pitric or sulphurie
agil.  There are many other metallurgi.
cal operations, such na smelting and enpel-
Iation, in connection with the separation
of gold which need not be dwelt upon here,
The foregning description givea an ides of
the princi employed in this industry, |
Pure gold in almost the densest known
metal ; it weighs nearly twenty times s |
much as an equal volume of pure water, |
and this property ia often made use of to
indicate ita purity, as it is only exceeded by
platinum, while ¥ few other metala
approsch pear it in this respect, It s tha
most malleable of all. metals, and can be
beaten out into almost inconceivable thin-
ness. A single grain can be made to cover a
sarface of 6Gfty.six square inches, when
ita thickness will be about three hundrad and
seventy thousandths of an inch ; that is to
sy, 370,000 such pieces of gold put one on
the top of the other would only have
the thicknesn of an  inch. It
tenacity is so great that a single grain may
be drawn ont iuto n wire 500ft. long, and
by rolling out a fine gilt silver wire the gold
coating bas been reduced to a film the
twelve-millionth part of an inch in thick-
ness. (ol in also excesdingly soft, being
methi:g like lead in thia reapect. Owing
to thia softness nnd ita t malleability it
cannot be pounded or mm up into frag-
mnnl,hm-l thia fact hax given rise to eon-
siderable perplexity among commentator of
the (¥ld Testament, for Mosen is said to have |
taken the golden call and burned it with |
fire, and gronnd it to pi:wdnr. and strewed
it upon the water which the children of
Jermel drank ; and in another passsgw, that
he stamped it and ground it very small, reen
uotil it was aa small na dust. Now it i
certain that the treatment here described
would not hare reduced the gold to
powder ; it would simply huve made it ioto
thin sheeta; and heace the difficulty, and
many explanatioos have been given;
but probably the passage is only a figura-
tive way of expreasing the ind{gn.ll.iun of
Moses at the idolatry of the people and the
utter deatruction of the ohject of worship.
Gold doea not directly combine with oxygen
or mulphur, and hence does not readily tar-
nish, and almost no acid sttacks it, bat it
yielda at once to the action of chiorine, that
greenish-yellow autfocating gas which, with
the metal sodinm, forma common mit, A
mixture of nitric and hydrochloric acids dis-
solven it, owing to the liberntion of chlorine
from the latter acid. From its extreme soft-
ness pure goll ia not auitable for many pur-
posea, nnd to increass its hardnes 1t ia
alloyed with soma other metal, such as silvar
or copper.  The atandard coin of the reulm
is an alloy comrposed of eleven parta of gold
aud one of copper. An gold contracts in
cooling thess coins cannot be cast in moalids,
but are stamped or cut ont by machinery.
Gold fumes or m :Ita only at 0 very high tem-
perature, somewhere about 2000deg. Fahr.,
and olatime in a blast

it does not w
furpace, but it may be vaporised in the axy.
hydrogen or eleetric flame It in one of the
beat conductors of heat and electricity. 1n
sddition to ita use in the manufacture of
jewellory and cuing, gold is employed in the
arta in many ways, in electro-gilding, in
¥ ls, in the pre; of the purple of
Cansinn, which in produced from tin and
gold, &,  1v has also been used in medi-
cine, and ia said to produce beoetivial reanlts
in cases of ryphilis and scrofula

In estimating the quantity of gold eon-
tained in any article, it is usunl iu this
country to do so in termm of the carat,
whicli in a purely arbitmry standard.  Pure
pold in tiken an unity, and this is asmmed
to consint of twenty-four parts, named
carata, and if any article, sach as u coin,
contiins twenty-two parts of gold to two of
some other metal, it js said to be twenty-
two caruts fine, If it contaius oaly twenty
of gold to four of another mefal, it s
twenty-camt gold, and »o on in other cases.

THE WHEEL AND THE GALLOIVS,
S
( Geatloman's Mrgazine, )

In the West of England, in numerous
places, are feids, situnted in lopely npots,
that go by the name of gallows traps, and
the popu{u' Ry ing concerning them is thnt
whosorver seta foot jn them ix predestined
to be hung. The probable origin of this
puperstition ia that these were actunl traps
for the unwary, who, should they be found

treading on this hullowed gronnd, were
pounced on and string up to the god of sun
and pale. When it was found diflionlt to

mupply the god with prisoriera and eriminala
in eertain dietriota & parcel of land wan et
apart to Odin, and it was thought that
whatsoever—of course a child or a stranger
—incautionely entered this plot had been
drawn thither Ly the deity, and chosen by
him as his wictim, All seruple was
atifled, and the anfortnnate was seized
and devoted to the gibbet god.
We cannot sny for certain that this is the
origio of the galiows traps, but it is the most
probable explanation of their existence, and
of the superstitious dread that still attaches
to them ; il is, moregver, in aceordance with
similar institutions elsewhere,

Mention is made in the Bible of Joahua
hanging the Kings of Canaan till the going
dwnts the wou. Those of the Lurae'ites
before, “ who were joined ro Baslpeor,” were
treated in like manner. He was ordered to
“take the heads (i.e, princes) of the people
and bang them up before the Lord against
the sup ;" that ia, because the princes of
Iarael had given themwelves up to the
worship of Baul, the sun , therefore they
were crocifie: or huag facing the sun, in
the customary way in which victimn were
offered to him. 1t is ble that Joshua
in like manoer bong the kings with their
faces I.‘;n-:tc -;: !t:‘ I:‘:rnhi' mmd Mhﬂ

v b una to
Egm. nay, who, as the sun, had been forug
to stand still to assist in the rvot of his

votariea,

It is interesting to see hanging associated
with solar worship, but among the Norse
and Teatonic nations it was in all rru!n
bility connected with Odin rather as the god
of the wind than as the sun, and that death
on the wheel wan the mode of sacrifice to
him or to whatever other was wor-
shipped as :ll:t g;itynn}! the wheel 'R:

amoug the Teutunic peo) was
f:]lﬁ-'-:l. when the w nl'h zihle:ife 'I:l
at Tournai, a ox head wan fou
WﬂwltudniMWMtﬁ
forehead, and wuch a wheel was oved ma an
amulet very generally. Gaalish helmets
repressnted on the arch at Urange are
borped, with wheels between the horns,

7
Motz t;l:.tl:‘ 'h:& :bhlal fignres on the lhﬂ “rllni and mlddl; ages sought after the :dl-l'iu " from rather overbearing allies— Hedieal.
breast. ! CTOws, | relics martyrs derives from same | advice which our Parlismentary system e A
_The whosl kymbolised not the min only, ‘ belief, Thess witnesses to the truth | might not allow us to takenand e thould A VONDERFUL MEDICINE,
bat also the toing, It was used maa | bad offered themselves ns willing sacri- | run leas risk of such divided counsels at

means of kindlinga ﬁnb{:urnlu itrapidl
about on an axle. Int ialul§ of R!nl
till the introdaction of lucifer matches, thia
method of kindling a fire waa costomary.
Connidering the sacredness of the symbol
of the wheel, it is rendered most probable
that vietima to the sin were offered by
entwining their limbs about the nine spokes,
and then the wheel on n long pole,
20 a to expose the victim's face to the sky,
We % tl;:h Mhuali nit ue;:tian of
criminals in Rurope, and it ia probably, like
banging, s survival of a mcrifice to l-hre sun,
The Bomans koew of fastening s criminal
round the tire of & wheel and nﬁun rolling
it ; thin was the inligare in ciurrie of Livy ;
but among the German mations the other
was the form of execution. Gallonina, in
his book on martyrdoms of the saints, givea
several plates representing the tortare of
the whael, and in his text quotes his antho-
ritiea, In the first & man bound to & wheel

| i4 rolled down & hill ; in the next wa huve

the mwan boand to the wheel with
limbe twistad in and out among the npokes,
set up in the sun; in the third a
martyr boond upon a wheel is tarned over
tlumes, and other over spikes, That the
Ureeks and R did ploy
the mode of twining the limbs amoug the
spokes and exposing to u lingering death in
the sun is mlmiost certain, In one of the
doubtful epistles of I*halaria it is partion.
larised, Lut it was wot common ; and thoss
neta of the martym which mention it are
alwo not geouine. It ia, however, spoken of
by Gregory of Tours in the sixth century,
Tn 1410 the Parlinment at Toulouse ordered
the excoution of & robber captain by the
wheel, and Francis I, in 1%,

death on the wheel to all highwaymen. In
1226 Froderic, ('ount of Isenburg, the mur.
derer of Engelbert, Bishop of Cologne, waa
thus execated, but his limbs were broken
before he was sffixed to the wheel, This was
a modification, & coocemsion to humauity,
that came in with Christianity. Originally
the victims were allowed to linger for many
daye on their wheels, bound in the
mont torturing contortiohs, and deprived
of food and water. But even when their
limbs were broken they lived for many
hours. A still further concaasion to humanity
came in the seventeenth century, when
the criminals 'were beaten on the chest and
neck with an ivon bar.  But this concesaion
waa not general, and in the sentence of the
Judges order wma given whether the execu-
tion was to “ from below " or
“from above.” If from below, that signi.
fised that the extremitiea were to be struck
with the bar, and only the Goal blow to be
dealt on the breast.

Cnrtine, 8 French writer of the sixteenth
century, deacribes the penalty of the wheel,
Y It is n mode of death more like that of the
croes than of the gallows. In the first

ince the limba mre bound to four cross

then mre hroken with an iron bar ;
after :-]’Ilt the shattered body is taken off the
eroan and fastened to u wheel which is wet
npright, so that, still living and feeling,
ntill writhing, the victim may die slowly in
the full glare of the sun, lying on his back
face upwarda."

The last case of the nae of the wheel in
Germany waa about 1840, Tt disappearsd
hefore the guillotine, ns already said, from
France nbout fifty years earlier. Tacitus

lella us that tors and fogitivea wers
hung among the Germans ; and in the Balic
lawa hanging is meutioned. Indeed, nll

early Toutonle records of law and justice
mention the gallows, and Bnorro Bturlsson,
the Icolandic chronicler of the livea of the
kings of MNorway, speaks of it. It was
usunl to wtrip or half strip the criminal who
wan hung, and sometimes to put x wooden
bat filled with pitch on his head, which
latter ran down over and closed hin eyes
Uallows were wout to be erecied oa mpots
of land ronning out ioto the sea, and by
rivers and firtha, [t seema to have been
the mode of death ap iated to thieven,
and in the laws of the Ripuarian Franks it
in thus specified, so also among the Norse-
men,

Une remarkable fact remaing tobe noticed,
In all religions the macrifler becomes in
some manner identified with the god to
whom offered, and partook of his virtue
and power. Wihether this is a mere confu-
sion of idens, or whether there in some
logical sequence at the bottom, we will not
stop €o inquire, but it remains & fact every.
where, that a feast followa n sucrifice, and
that the purtakers of the wacrifive beliove
themsolves to be brought by participation
ioto very close communion with the deity to
whom the wictim Lam been offered. ;’ho
victim ia supposed iu some mysterious way
to become invested with the attributes of
the god, and to be a vehicle of communica-
tion between the god and the recipient of
the flesh of the saerifice.

Whether at any time a eannibal feast
followed on an act of sacrifice on the wheel
and gallown we cannot say, but a whole
noriea of Ay itions exiats ted with
criminals who have snfferei the extreme
penalty of the law, which points to some-
thing of the sort. An executioner through-
out. the middle ages and to the present da
derived and derives a revenue from the mle
of pieces of the cord and other articles eon-
nected with the criminal who has suffered.
and thess relios are purchassd and pre-
served, not out of u morbid love of horrors,
but out of a real belief that they are bene-
ficial, that they bring with them protection
ngainet mccidents, wnd are preservatives
sguinat disease. Not ten yeurs ago the
wriler was shown a woman, by no
means in the Jower walkn of life—in fact, &

icture dealer—a small object in a frame.

in ahe waid wns a bit of the akin of & cer.

tain famous murderer who had been hang,
for which she bad paid & guines.

“ And what on earth makes yon praserve
it?” was the natural inguiry,

“Oh " ied the woman, “the houss
will never catch fire an long ms that i in it,
#0 we are saved the insurance money.”

The mutilation of bodies hung in chaine
was of frequent occurrence in former ht'.im

fices to God, their remains had
become in » manner vehiclea

which God opersted miraclen The w!
prctice of the collection of relics, and beliel
in their niiraculous efficaey have no roota in
Christianity, but derive entirely from
heathen notions. It was like a vine, whose
rooty were outside a house, brought writhin,
and which, under the protection of ite glase
roofs, luxuriates and fruita profusely.

One word iu conclusion on the word gal-
lows. The old word for the gibbet is galg,
and gollow is the low or place for the
gibbet, When we remem that the
gallows on which (Min huog is called (gre's
buree, it is iuteresting to note a popular
riddle naked chiliren in Yorkshire : —

What is the horee that nover wos foaled,
That ia rid by & rider balow,
With a bridis, bitleas of tow,
Unshiod wi, b steel, silver, or gold |
The answer fa—the gullowsn A German
desiguation of the gullows i the raven
stone, the raven being the bird of Udin,

GREAT BRITAIN AND GERVANT.,

s =
(Evumomast, )

[t in quite possible to pay too much
attention to the semi-offi communioa:
tions to the Press, with which foreign Go-
vernmenta occawionally carry on their con-
tests with opponents. Buch ocommunica-
tiona are mromelimes importance, espe-
cially when they are visibly intended to
excite pubilic feeling, but they ave quite as
often ouly safety valves for the ill temper,
or the wself-satisfaction of the indivicr:;i
stateamen concerned.  Diplomatists, in par-
ticular, wnd Emperors, are very human, and
it is hardly in human nature, when they
are greatly annoyed or pleased, nol to wish
that the nation they represent should shars
their satinfaction or resentment, The wom
netitigiies recently published by the Clerman
tiovernment oh East  African  affuira
are, however, serions, and help, with
some other incidents, to reveal a condi-
tion of affairs which deserves consideration,
Either Prince Bismmarck, or the German
Emperor, for there are now two authorities
in Germany, is evidently of opinion that
the British Government ought Lo enter into
an allinnee with Berlin, thinks that they
huve refused to do so, and in inclined to
threaten that whenever the opportunity
arrives he wil{hpunilh the nfn-l.ﬂ That in
not, perha # pleasantest way of making
h)ve,'\mt :;I'l it bas been the German way
ever nince the days of Frederick the Great,
snd if Germans approve it there is na more
to be naid, except that other wayw induce in
Englishmen, and indeed in the rest of the
world, more nffection and esteem. The
German roughness would pot, however,
deserve  merioun comment, bat that it
corrsaponds with the view of & stroug party
atong ourwslves, who think the (lovern-
ment very foolish in not acoepting the offer
nlways before them of entering the League
of Pence. Onee included in that league,
they say, England would be safe in
all " quarters of the world, for no
Powsr has such an interest  in at-
tacking her that it would run the risk
solely om that account of bringing on the
grentest and most dangeroun war of this
century, Moreover, it is not only posaible
bat likely that prase would be amsured to
Europs for a quarter of a century, for oo
probable combination of PPowers could
attack the League as it then wonld be with-
out iwminent danger of destruction, The
League wonld be, in plain English, ro long
an America kept out of the atfray, the
mistresa of the world, und nuless it provoked
it oppounents to madneas conld do what. it
plensed without danger of oppositi n by
arma.  Thowe who arguoe thus believe that
uny wise moonrch or Minister would, if
free to act, at once accept such an offer, and
that the British refusal must be earried to
the diseredit of our present aywtem of
government und of the party " rivalries
through which that aywtem in carried on
These, it is said, make all consistent policy
imposaible, even when its adoption would
necure great benefits to the world an well an
to this conntry alone. A faw, woreover, of
thosa who think thus go a step farther, and
menace Great Britain with dangem vague
ariaing from her isolation ; one writer, My, F,
Ureenwood, going mo fur as to hint that the
(German Emperor, in hia rage at the refuml of
hin offers, may offer vast terma to Russin of
uggrandisement, to be obtained at British
expense, In ner words, jt is, we pre-
sume, iutended that Clermany might offer
the Crar Constantinople, and perhaps India
benides, if be would allow Frauce tobe com-
pletely crushed,

There is something enticing about a pros.
peet of nssared for a quarter of & cen-
tury, resalting from a mere allinnce, and it
may be well, perhaps, to discuss that Erm—
pect firat and see what price we shouid have
to pay for the chance of such an advan
It wonld be rather a beavy one T
Lenguoe would not accept ua without a ]
addnion to our naval and military ex
ture, which would have to be kept up url:s
the whaole period of the agreement, and ind
beyond it, for in making sach a concract we
should incur the luu'ng and bitter eamir
of both Franes and Husis, Powers which
retain their antipathies, as we see by the
talk of the reianche, for lengthened pariods.
That increase of expenditure would be a
heavy barden, even if we were nure of
obtaining the end nought, but we should be
by no means sure.  Nations often go to war
in the teeth of policy, sod the populations
of Frauce and llussin are growing so
excited, that they might think even n defeat,
which in not quite certain, better than an
endurnnce of the pressnt  cooditioon.
Prance in coufident thut her army cau
mve her from destruction, and
Rusaians hbelhnhr;::l 'b?MM' I'uill
atren t s in A war it
m.ul\rhbl. nﬂ“E?rupcb’mM not inflict on
them zoy peoalty d = temporary
bankruptcyand thelos n’d"b:wruinnunhrd
trained mﬂ.m llver;rlhm udtia'
prace wou etely repair. Nor is it
quits Mhi‘leh that this calculation is

ho

were a and who thought by
obtaining velics of thoss offered 1o the
ancient gods they put themselves in relation,
broaght themseives into communion, with
these old deitien, The idea of an execation
being a merifice to the old gods waa
mnt of the minds of those who had
Christians, and they held such
executions to be infinitely disgraceful, not
because they held the erimes in borror, but
the execution was in mome way
nmociated with that ancient heatbeoism
which they had been taught to sbbor ; but
there always remained a vubstratum of the
who beld to the apcient faith more

remem of the guds to whom victima
were offered ou gallows anid wheel wan lost,
and then only a dim and stupid superstition
lingered on that relies of those who were
executed for their crimes possessed some
mysterious virlues.

On a Merovingian funeral monnment at

eagerneas with which (‘Lristians ju

oa sccount of the same and simil or strength  of  Fnglamd
The hands and the feet and bair of thedead | iy wvery great, bat it s bardly
!mu:;n‘fi mdhu ﬂmhmn'l‘!i of the kind which would in such »
taken eves an rglarm, w! war tly increasne the strength of the
that the hand of the man hung would Le-grf-":l Under the conditiona of
eoable him to open any lock and enter any | modern warfare, Berlin might be eutered
house with i-pnn{tgz by Russia, or eaptured by Germany

The plander of the gallows was sought in | before the En alwaysill- would
the early days of Chz-i-t.huit{]hyt.hnnw be ready to tuke the field with a considerable

t

army ; and as to the pavy, the capture of
the French colonies and the bombardment
of some Rumsian portsa would have no
inflasnce on the strugele at all. It in not
worth while, d:-ﬂgn, tn engage in an
allinnce which, to be of any vulue, must lnat
& long time, for the mke of a philanthropie
object, which, however splendid in ap-
pearance, we might after all fuil to obtain.
The m“‘,ﬂl'lu:.n ourselves in -w: !i:li
bie, but, again, ice to he paid is &
g was Indie, 4t fa.suid, wetld be
secure, and Egypt might be annexed, but
ir in werv doubtful if the country thioks the
pecond object desirable, and the fint may

or intelligenaly. At length even the
igenily

always be secured by spending the neces-
sary money. Money will not secure the
allegiaser of Tndia, bat it will, if wisely
expended, keep Romsia out ; and if we are
to spend great snme o make na fit to enter
the League of Peace, we muy as well spend
them to increase our individoal strength ;

home that the forwation of any Govern-
ment would be impossible At least
one-half oor peopls would object to
the new armamenta, and would not
feel that we had guinel anything except
& needless quarrel with our great neighboar,
with whom we have lived in peacr, if not
friendship for more than saventy yeam lo
make an allisnce against France when seek-
ing only to recover herown provinees would
be esteemed by @ large party among us
both ungenerous, and, baving regard to the
long lives of vations, unwise.  Moreover,
the alliance, though it might seeure peace,
contemplates the possibility of a war, and a
war on the cilonsnl seals | and after wuch a
war what would be our position! We
must do our beat to help, and sbould do onr
best, but after making enormous saerifices
in treasure, if not in men, what would be
our rewanl' Rather less probably than
nothiug atall,  This country wanta nothing
except that things should remain nearly as
they are.  France has not o ERsion in
the world which Great Britain wonld
take a2 a gift, unless it be her vague
right over Mudagascar, and we can do with-
ont that very well.  As 1o Ruswia, when the
war wis over and the leagne dissolved, what
woitld be our security thut | uesia, shut off
from Europe, would uot direct ber strength
aod her pnm-y of expansion exclusively upon
Asin, and by invading Peraia, or directly
threatening India, increase onr difli ultiea
fivefuld | The Imgm- wounld no louger be in
exiatence to check ber,amd if it wers, no
clieck could be applivd by land except an
invasion of Russia, which populer opinion,
whether in Germany or Austria, would for
suach an object refuse to sanction. lo the
long ron, we fail entirely to sea the advan-
tnges of such an allinoce, and as for meunces
they must, in the present condition of
the Coutinent, come to nothing., No State
governed by sane men will, with a
gigantic war in prospect, address wich

wenaces tu (reat Britain  that whe
must, for her own protection, lay
aside her dislike to preparation, and

openly join the other side. [t would be
i lness in anv enemy, whether I'rinvce or
Germany, to risk such a contingency, and
bealdes madnesa of the precise kiud which
continentul statesmen never display, The
German Emperor, for example, may be, as
Mr. Greenwood mupgests, a heady young
man, fond of his own way, but he cannot
let logse Russin on Knghind without pro-
viding Frauce with the most certain and the
wont efficient of all allien. 17 Eugland
wants mdvantages, which is not the came,
shie wanting only to be let alons, whe has
an.ldv to remain unentangled by aliances,
and the bidding for her nssistance is sure to
be heary enough ; or il she waits » little
longnnia may come in, and with her un-
broken strength dictate the ultimate and
moderate setilement of aflairs,  Afier all,
it Ireland were but placated we shonld
have all we want.
—_———

THE LAST DAYS OF PRIRULSKY
E 3

The fullowing account is given by M. 1to-
barowski of the last hoars of tianeral Prjn.
valaky, tha ealebrated oxplorar = —+ Gonoeral
Priovaliky had taken cold whilst ont shooting.
For sevaral days he fought ngninat the insidious
etivmy, bul at lust he was obliged to take to
bis bed, and on the 15th October he found it
neceusary to memaove fraim the tent e occupied
to the hospltal of Karakol. He beoams mpidly
worse after bin rermuval, unil bis condition soon
inwpired serioon aneioty. We passed the night
by bim wide,"" writes Robarowsky, *and the
illnose made vuoh rapid progress that, we seut
for the duotor, who, with his sasistant, stoyed
all might. After enrh parox the face of
the sick man wan covired with perspiration,
a0 that be hnd tv wipe it every moment.
The sweating latd  for  two  lours,
gradueally decrossing, after which ha slept,
but only for mn Lour and s-lall. The
nex! day was & very ancious one. rjevalsky
conld not rest on his Iofi side owing 1o violent
bleeding from the nose, which it was very
diftieult to stop.  To remain continually on the
rigrtht wide wis irksome, whils when lying on his
back the breathing boosrns difticuly, ~ [Huwever,
thanka to the oure of the doctors, the day
passod without & further arisis.  On the even-
nf] of tha 1tth Prijsvalsky fell lettor, but at
midalght thero wasn fresh Llpeding from the
wose, Aad the tamperatum of the body rose
rupidly, ot was bad  to friction with
vinegur and water o excite perpiration.  The
result wus that the patient recovered somowliat

furtber to say something of eresl importanoce,
and asked whether be would live till morning.
Being ressurml by the dootor on this hend , tu
remarked ; —* Then the rest to-morrow ; we
will wend telegrams.  Omo  roquost  only.
Do not forget that T desire strenuously
to be bured
in the full costume of the expedition. Let
them photograph me for my fumily, with
tho Lancastor gam, which [ leave to Hobarow-
' Prjevalaky then told the dootor not to
hida from “im the sppronch of death, which he
feared not st all, having often enough been
fuce to faos with death before.  Hoscolded us,
and called s women-foll, whien ho suw ua with
toars in oor oyes,  Then he grew calmer and
declared that he felt pretty well, but for a
troublesome puin in the stomach,  The might
punsed fairly, In the morning bis tem persture
agiin roso.  TTe wasthen dolirious, and while
in this conditicn he referred chiefly to the
xpedition. ko becama  stronger, and hod
brief lucid mtervals, The dyiog man luy on
hin wide, covering hls fure with one hand, bat
one conld won that be was erying,  Suddenty,
he wprang ont of bed and stood upright, sup-
nl by those present. After maining thus,
or a few momments, b sid, * Now, 1 am going
to ls down." Hn was helped back to bed,
wivhed d--u.-&y weversl times, aod died,"  (Genes
ral Prjovalacy’s wish s to burial was strictly
fulfilled, by order of the Emperor, aud be sloops
in the far-off land with which his names s w
gloriously and imperishably oonnseted.
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