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INSOLVENT COURT.
Wodnesday, 10th July.

(Before the Chief Commimioner.)
Fizsr axp Oxry MrreriNos,
Meetings were held in the following estates,
but neither the insolvents nor any ercditors

Were ent, and the meetings elnsed : —Wil.
liam Bush, of Daylesford, saddler; William
W. Walker, Amlicrst, winer; Pat, Duily,

Bandhurst, miner; O, C. Iillman, of Yand.
hurst, sgent ; Arthur 3M'Carter, of [aat
Collingwood, carponter ;1 F. A. Schacfer,
Inglewood!, miner; Vat. ITennesar, of Sand-
harst,

In tho frllowing meetings the insolventa
waore present, but nu creditors, and the mect-
ings closed :~Jno. M'Carthy, of Melbourne,
earrier; Jun. Greemshields, of Molbourns,

iner; William Muenry Williams, of Ml
“bourne, bhoardinghiouse keeper,

In ro Fred, Peako, of Melbourne, account-
sut: A debt of L371 s Gd 10 F, Iutching
was admitted ns o claim ; and at the reqgueat of
the asmsignere, the meeting was agdjrurncd till
the 2nd Anguat.

In re A. Kilgour, of Melbourne, accountant:
A debt of L115 134 to Mesars, Holmes, White,
and Co., and onu of L1134 to James M'Ewan
and Co., were admittedd. A elaimm of W,
Bloano was admittod, su'ject to investigation
by the oflicial asigniec. Insoivent was prescal.

. As the funda likely to be realisval sould excecd
X100, = sccond wocting was uppuinted for tiw
17¢h July.
Avsounxep Fiust axn Oxry Merrixo,

In ro Gustavus Ackermann: Insulvent
prosent.  Mr, M*Urcgor appeared for bim, and
tho weceting closed.

Finar Menriva,

In re Jno. M'Urcgor, of Melbonrmne, come
mission azent: A number of debte wera add-
mitted ;—o4uo to Willisen Jinggnrt of L2ZL
Tho insolrent was proes nt, and on the aborvo
dobt being proved, the mesting cloend,

ADJOURNED RECOND MEETING,

In re Rob. Hozon : My, Edwards appeared
for thoe insolvent. Nothing wias dune, and the
meoting closed; and the third raceting was
fixed for the 14th August,

In roe Jno. Carrll: No business done, and
tho mecting closedd ; and the third meeting
sppointorl for the 13th August,

nro Wm. Thornet Mr. M'Gregorappearcd
for the insolrent, and wished te put some ques.
tions to him, but the Commisioner dechined,
as the rest of the day had beer set apart for the
meeting of Greenlaw, The mceeting was cone

aently adjourned till the following norning.
”(}n ro . Encas M*'Leot : With the consent of
Mr. Goodinan, the offi +al assignee, the meeting
closed ; four hours being ect opnrt for takin
evidenco at the third meeting, which was fixe
for the 23rd August,

In re Mowbray Kirk: Neither the insolrent
nor any creditors were present, and tho meeting
closcd.

ApJsocnxrep Ceativicatr MEerTrxao.

In re James Greenlaw : Mr, [niven appeared
for tho opposing creditors, and Mr. Billing for
tho insolvent, A numbor of witnesses woro
examined, ond the mnecting then adjourncd,

The Court then rose.

New IxsoLveNTS.

Robert Mills, of 1lawthorn, hotelkeeper
Causo of insolvency: Excessive rent for Iligh
bury Barn liotel,  Debta, L213; asscts,
LOL Gs; deficiency, L1561 1%y, Mr. Laing,
official assignoe.

Daniel Morrison, of Williamstown, con-
tractor. Cuuses of insolvency: Loss of on
action against tho Quoen, want of employment,
ete. Dobte, 1,120 4 44 ; assete, 135 5 dellciency,
L1160 4s. Mr. Courtney, ollicial ussignee.

Wm. Cravon, of Kangaroo IFlat, nesr Sand-
burst, blackemith and bLutehier. Cuuse of in-
solveney : Absconding of his lato partner,
Geo. Thompson. Dubts, L101 Gs 441 ; assels,
L13 Os ; deficioncy, LSS 1s 41. Alr. Courtney,
oflicial sssigneo.

Williwma Ellis, of Kynoton, assistant draper.
Causc of insolvency : Want of cmployment.
Debts, L63 8s Td; nssets, L3; deficiency,
LG) 8s 7d. Mr. Jacomb, offi :ial assignee.

Thomas loward, of Flaglehawk, near Sand-
hurst, storckeeper. Causcs of insolvency :
Lonsre in trade, bad debts, and falling offin
business. Debln, L2K0; nxacte, 1Y 5s 81
deflcicney, L1801 43 4d. Mr. Shaw, offlcial
sasignee,

Jumes Turner, of Castlemaine, restaurant
keeper.  Causes of insolvency : Losscs by fire
in 1861 and stagnation of trade. Debts, L3514
10s 3d: nsscts, L8S 174 01; deficicney,
L2606 12s 0L Alr. Laing, official nssignoo.

Johin Johnston, of South Yurru, gentloman.
Causoe of insolveney : Wunt of cmployment.
Dobts, L2771 Ts Tli: asscte, 110 ; defleiency,
L26t 78 74, Mr, GQoordinnn, official nesigneo.

Michael Jigan, of Myers Iiat, ncar Sand-
hurst, storckeeper.  Causes of insolvency
Bad deblts, cte., losses by quartz mining, and
general deprossion of trade. Debts, LL187
174 Gd; uwsets, L3DY 1e 3d; surplus, L211
4a 20, Mpr, Jucomnb, officiul nssigneo,

Richard Howurth, of Big ill, near Bondigo,

eneral storckeeper.  Causes of insolvancy :

ad debls, ete. Dobte, L3501 178 G 3 nssots,
L126 14a 7id; defleiency, L3635 28 10id.
Mr. Shaw, oiliciul assignee.

LAW NOTICES—(Thk's Duay.

INSOLVEND COURT.
(Beforo tho Chicl Comtuissioner,)
Adjournsd Sccond Meoting, st 10.—\Wm,
Thorne.
Bpecial Meeting, at 12.—\Waltor Miller.

Bacx Cuxrx Euncronat Rorr.—It may
n0: bo amies to call the attention of tho
©Oo incil to a circuinstanco which hing possibly
escapod thoir notice. The clectoral roll is
dividad into dirisions, of which Lack Creck
and Amherst form two. Iack Creck in fact s
very different to Back Creck as expressed by
tho roll, which does not include Scandinavian
crescent, Ballaarat wtreet, nor any other sirect
in its neighbourhiood within its boundarics.
Assuming that oction is not tnken to prevent
it, the residents of those strects will ot the
next election hare to visit the town of Amherst
to record their votes. Whis is n difficuity
which wa commend to the immediate atteation
of tho Counecil ; us, aflter tho swrits are issved,
no new polling places can b created, and
under cxisting arrangements the most populous
portion of Hack Creck will bo without a
poliing booth. In proof of this, wo necl but
refer our readers to a paragraph which
appeared i the Nortk Weelara Chronicle of
ngout. throo months back, wlivre was atated the
maanner in which tho Creswick DBench of
Mogistrates wure deceived in distributing the
collectors. To the Amhierst men they gave
Amhorst, deeming it but o small place. For
Bock Creck they anpointed Creswick men,
beliering it to be thie best appoiutment. It so
happened that the former was immeasurably
superior in a pecuniary point of view to the
latter, ns tho Buck Creck roll testifles, thero
being but 7635 names on it, while the Amherst
roll contains 3050 namce.—North Western
Chronicle, Oth July.

Danixa Ropnprry.—The following is from
the Nurth I estern Chronicleof 'ucsday last,Jul
Oth :—Last night, about nine o'clock, o knoe
was heard at the door of Mr, Tumer's building
at bis slaughter yard at the end of Kangaroo,
and on the door being opeuc:d by s man, the
sole occupant of the placs, lhe disgcorered a
double barrelled gun presented ot Lim by a
man who was partly osuccaled and partly
blackened. lle was told that if o did not
keop quist tho intruder would Llaw Lis Lrains
out. Two or threo other men then entored,
sad placed him on n sofa, where they tied his
hands together. The mescals thon left tho
building, and visited another on the slaughter

i, in which Mr. Turncr resides, but who,
wover, happened to be absent.  Shortl
aftorwards the pinioned man heard the ruai’-
dopare, mud Lo then managed to free himnselfl
sad pass outwards to the door of the liouse
they last visited. He there saw that m'mg-
thing inside Lad been ransocked, and so
hasteued down to tho police camp to give
information of the robbery. We had not
heard up to the hour of going to what
amount of pr;g.u'l'f had been stolen. Tho
night before . Turner lind 8 oconsidorable
amount of m in his posscssion. We un-
derstand that attempts hare boon made durinq
the pest two or throe niglts to enler severs
houses on the Flat. Wo hope the police will
keoop s sharp look out for the raacals who tlus

employ the night,

CITY POLICE COURT.

Wedneoday, 10th July.
(Before the Alayor,
Dacxsrwxpas, ~Michael 9. eefe, Agoes
Tee, William Dye, 3Maria Penalton, n_ml
William JeiTkiny were fined Gs each.— Patrick
Murphy snd Alico Graham, charged with
habitual drunkenness, wero sent to jeil for

! three months euch.

Mixor Orrevces.—John Curr, drunk in
eharge of n horse, was fincl Ge.—Tnomas
Watson, charged with brenking windows, was
orideredd to pay 7« Gl clumug.—u.—-l'm?h
Newell was !’I,nﬂ.l 108 for indecency.~dJohn
Lynch, for plying for hire without a license,
wue cautioned osnd  discharged.—=Margarct
Anderion, chargerl as a diarderly chamcter,
was let off with a caution.—Joha Gibson,
charged, on remand, with wilowing bLis horse
with iz torun away, awd injunng » man,
was further remancdced for scven days, os the
prosccuto= wase «till unable to appear, )

Ronprry rirost i e Peiaon.—John Costin,
charged with tne above offence, wos remanded
for seven days, oe the prosccutor had not been
subperned,

Yrianivg A Croax,—(lenrza Clarke was
charged with stealing a claak. There were
severnl ensca agninst Lim, and a number of
pawn tickets were found on his person. The
Beneh remanded the prisoner for seven days,
s as to ennble the police to fle d owners for
satne of the property repeessated by the dupli-
calre,

Steartsa  Frosireug-Emma Tloworth
was charged with «teaiing o quantity of Louse-
Lol furniture.  Henry Adames saul that the
prisoncr hiad besn living with him for the last
cight months, On Mon:day last e went out of
town to Woodend, and left her in charge.
On retuming, between twelve and one o'clock,
hie found the house empty, and nothing left
but a few old elothes. 1l never gave the
furnituro to the prisoncr. e found o portion
in o house in Little Lonsdalo streef, and
anothier portion in a nouswe at Richmond,
licfore he went awoy the prisoner told him
that when Lo came back ho would find the
bird flown, but lio only thouzht that this was
n joke. Tho Dench remanded the prisoner
until Friday for further evidence
Stesvixo 1 A DweLrixo.—Tilly M‘Lean
and Ellen Morrigan, the latter a young girl,
wera charged with stealing in a dwelling. The
Mryor declined to go on with the case, but
remantded the prisoners until Fridoy, Mr,
H. Stephen ap E:l to liare the prisoners ad-
mitted to bail. Iis Worship rofused the
application.

Stratixo A Doa.=\William XKemp wos
charged with stealing o dog belonging to a man
named Morgan. It appeared that the dog—s
rather valunble bull terrier—had been found
in the streot by one William Copp, who
genurously gavo it to the prisoner, who took it
up to Kilmore with him., Edward Morgan
{dentifled tho dog ss his property, and stated
that Bio boad tied it up, The Beneh discharged
tho prisoner.

e —

MAGIC AND SCIENCE.

Ancicnt magio was ancient science. To sur-
priso the secrots of Nature, and, by surprising
thom, to control phienomena and turn them to
his purposce, has overywhere becen the irre-
sistiblo longing of man, placed amid unscen
forces with nothing but lis wit to aid him.
Uow marvollously his wit has aided him need
not ba told; but the help came slowly, and
the victories were gained only after a succes-
sion of defeste. 'Liat which mainly thwarted
hima wos impationce, ond its offspring, credu-
lity 3 that which mnainly aided him  woo

paticnee.  From the first sprang magic; fromn
tho second, science. Passionis oeve. —cdulous,
and when the mind is greatly ¢ it is
ready to believoslmost anything wliun 1avours
it‘duircu.

Lhe credulity of early nges has also another
sourcy. In ignorance of the trun order of
Nuture wo find no dificulty in believing that
one thing takes placo rather than another,
Wit to the cultirated mind scoms a physical
imposeibilily, to the uncnltivatod soems as pro-
bable os :mythinﬁ clee. Tt is therofore not only
fur from incredible, it is hifh])‘ probable to the
savage that the ordinary phienomena of Nature
should bo the actions of eapricions beings,
whoso caprices may be propitinted. ke observes
the ruin fulling, the sced sprouting, his cattle
perishing, his children sickening, all by
ogendics unseen, which lie at once aupposes
to bo spirits resoinbling, tho spirit within
him, though mightior : superliuman in power,
thoy are conceived to be lmman in
feeling, becauso no other conception of
power is possible to him. In animatiog
nature, man neceasarily animates it with
o soul like Lis own. Ile¢ therefore cannot Lelp
supposing that the varied phenomena ﬂ'hicL
poss befure Viim ore nets of arbitrary and eapri-
cious volition. Like the potentates of lhis
tribo or nution, theso unscen agencies require
to bo flatlered, or iutiwgidated,  Incense,
sacrillees, coremonics of homage, prayers and
supplications, may captivate tueir favour,
Fuiling this, thero is the resourcve of incanta-
tion, exorcism, amulets, and charms; the aid
of rowme more powerful spirit is invoked, or
the secrot of some weakness is surprised.
Sometimes the maliguity of o  spirit
may boe thwarted by tho mero invocation
of tho name of a mightier spirit; and some-
times by the mere employrmamt of a disugres.
nblo object—~holy water, or n stroug smell—
before which tho demon flics.  This is tho con.
dition of tho mind in all half-cirilised peoples,
and this is the condgition which determines
magic.

Intho slow travail of thought, and by the
accumulation of experiense, another condition
is brought about, and scienc: emerges. DBeforo
it can cmeorge, the most ircportant of all
changes must have taken place : the phenomena
of Nature, at lcast cll the most ordinary
phenomena, must hare been disengaged from
this conception of an arbitrary and capricious
powersimilar to iuman will,and must have been
recoguirod as constant, always succeeding cach
o her with fatal regularvity.  “T'his once recog-
nised, scienco can begin slowly to ascertain
tho order of Nature—tho laws of succession
and co cxistence; and having in any case
ascertained this order, it can prediet with cer.
tainty the results which will arrive. If I know
that the order of Nature is such that. air which
hes onco been breathed becomes imperfectls
adapted for a socond breathing, and becomes
poisonous after a repetition of the process, )
do not, when I see my felisw-creatures perisl.-
ing b:cause thiey bocathe this vitiated aby,
attempt to propitisto tho noxious spirit by
supplications, or to intimidate by charms and
exorcisme. I eimply lot in the fresh air, know-
ing that tho fresh air will restore the dr.oping
sufferors, bocausse such ia the or'er of
Nature. I lhave learned, O Thauma-
turgus! that your unseen agencics, miglhty
as you deem them, are not free, but are
fatally subject to inezorable law ; they canuot
act capriciously, they must act inexorably, If,
therefore, I can detect these lawe—if I can
ascerlain what is the ineritable urder of sue
cession—it will be quite rocdicss to trouble
myscl{ about your wunseen agencics. « You
promiso by your art to gire mo power ovor
thess ogencies by which I shall be ablo to
bocd Nature to my purpose, to harness hor
to my triumphant chariot. But if I can
onco discover the inexorable laws, I can do
woat you only delusively pretend.  With
each disoorery of tho actual order of Nature,
it has been found that man’s power over
Nature Las bocome ter. 1o cannot alter
that order, but he can adapt himsell to it,
He caunot change tho unchangeable, but he
can Emdlct the incxorable. And scionce thus
fullls tbe protensions of magic ; it is magic
grown modest.

In proportion as regularity in the succession
of phenomena bocame ascortained, the domain
of supcrstitibn and magic becamo restricted.
When it was soca that the sced sprouted and
the rain foll in spite of all incantations, and
that the direction of the wind was s surer indi.
cation than the miedicine-man's formuls, cre
dulity sought rofage in phenomona loss undar-
stood. ILong after tho course of Naturc was
felt to bo beyond the influence of magicians,
thero was Jsrafnund bolief in their influence
over life and death, Tho phenomena of discase
scomed wholly capricious.” An invisible onemy

. healthy warrior ; an on
J destroying tribes. When the epidemic breaks

soxmed to bave struck down the young end
raged deity scemed tobe

cat in the Grecisn eamp t
salely to tho rage of Apallo, whosn primat has
been offended. DNown from Olymyus the far-
darter comes, * like night,” »its npart from the
camp, ancl for nina daye keepe pouring in his
dreadful srrows. The soldiers nre struck by
this invisible, but too fitnl, enemy. The only
rescio is by nnpossing Apol'o’s wrath, Fren
in cur own day, men who would smilo at this
childiely fable, found no difficulty in attributing
the Irish famine to & cause no less childiali:
they averred it was a punishment for the
" lﬁa;nooth grant.” In Loth cases, the cmuse
or ordor of Nature was unsuspected ; snd
ignorant imagination was [ree to invent the
explanation which best pleased it.. .
‘The early pricsts were necessarily magiciana,
All early rebigions had a strong bins towards
sareery ; boratee their pricats, believing that all
the forces of Nature were good and eril demona,
necessarily arrogato to themselves a power over

these demons, cither by propitistion or intinii-
dation. 7These memn never attemptecd to moke
mankind Letter, nor to make them wiser; their
object was rather o inspire terror, and to pro-
pagate the auperstitions of which they thermn-
pelvea wern dupes,  Some sccrote they learned,
especinlly the effecta of certain herbs in stitnu-
lating and stupifying the nervous »yaterm, so as
to produce visions and hallucinations. They
learned, nlan, liow the imagination may be
impressed by coremonies, darkness, lugubricus
roneic, and perfurnes, 10 that the semi-tlelirions
tevotee saw whatever he was told to see.
Heeate, for example, was the personiflcation

of the inysterioos rags wiiichh the moon pro-
jecta into tho darksess of nigh', and only
appeared when the moon veiled her dise.  To
Heeate wero attributed thoe apeetres and phan
t yins of darkness, and nll over Greece the rites
wero celebrated by many practices common to
sorcery. Thus everything was brouzht toge-
ther to sppal the imagination, deocive the
s-nsce, and foster sombre conceptions; cxor-
cisma and weird formulas, disgusting philtres,
hiell=brots made of loathaame oljects, such as
Shokspearo describes in Macbeth :

F.llst of & fenny snake,

In the caulilron Loll and hake:

, Homer atiributes ic | wan exorcised by the

—— 5 —— . — S — ——

tasion of the cros,
snd by aprinkling holy water. As the worat
storm comas to an eod st last, the exorciam
was cortain to be snecensful. .

Curious it is to notice what multitades of
Lagan superstitions into the ordinary
bulicfs ol the Christiane, The neophytes were
unable to di-n.p‘fo their minds from all the
nasociationaof childhood, from all the prejudices
in which they liad been reared.  Amonyg these
were tho belief in, and uso of, amulets and en-
chaniments. LEven Saint Augustin belicred
that demons wero to be inflaenced by certain
signs, cortnin stones, certsin charms and cere-
monien ; ond if Saint Angustin could believe
this, we mny imaging that less vizorons intel-
lects would be still more credulons. Thero was
universal belief in the evocstion of departed
spirits, npon evidence as cogent na modern
Rapping Mediume consicder sulilcient in 1461,
and with consitierasbly more cxcuse. In tho
pioth century we find the Dishop of Aocsta ex-
communicaling serpents, moles, mice, rats, and
othor beasts, becauso into thieso bestial forms
the agents of Sitan delighted to hide them-
selren~momewhat stupidly, it would seem,
weing how little fascination thero benrts,
generaliy, have for mankind ;—but the demons
were nevor hicld to be very wise. Saint Dernard,
from the same cause, excommunicated {lies, and
all the thes in tho district shrivelled up at onee.
In the year 1200, Saint Walthen, of Neotland,
proclaimned that the devil aseumed the forms of
n pig, o bull, a Llack dog, a wolf, and a rat.
The black dog ond black cat wero genernlly
belicved to liarve some sceret understanding
with the devil ; and il owned by a wise man
or n blear eyed old woman, the evidenco was
sulMcient.

There is ahundant evidence to prove that
the spirit of Poiythcistn and ity sorcerice sur-
rived long ofter the offizial Polytheiam was
extinct, Its temples wero in ruins, or wore
econverted into ehurches ; its idols were broken,
or_wero rebaptised aa enints and angels. Many
n tem: e of Diana or of Venus is now crowded
br worshippers of the Madonna, in very much
the eame spirit, and with not a little of the
o'd forme., The traveller ju Italy is constantly
bsing surprised by some liring tmdition of

Eye of sowt, nos toe of fr.g,

Wool of bat, and toogae of dog,

Adder's furk, and blind-worm's sting,
Lita:d'n leg, and owlet’s wiog,

Henlr of drmgon, tooth of woll ;

Witches mnomy ; maw, apd gulf,

Of the ravin’d snlt-ses shiark.

And to these he adds, with his terriblo energy
of expression,

Liver of blssphemlag Jow ;

Fiuzer of dirth-atraogled babe,

Ditch dellvered by a drab,

The mind of a cultivated man in theso days,
unable to conceive any direct relation between
the liver of a blaspho ning Jow, and control of
the course of Nature, fInds it dificult to believe
that minds s powerful as his own, under less
farourableinfluences, could seriously credit such
incantations, Yet the history of mankind
shiows thiat no amount of fuilure, no argument,
no ridicule, no pricstly warning and cxhorta-
tion, could detach men from tho practices of
sorcery. Tho temptation to penctrato the
s:crets of Naturo was too strong. Nothing
vould overcome this temptation while the
belief in witchieraft lasted. Nothing could
destroy the belief, but tho slowly growing
conviclion that tho succession of plicnomens
was not eapricious but inoxorablo—cvery singlo
event being rigorously detormined by its anto-
cxlent, n::ﬁ not to bo altered, so long as the
antecedent remained the same.

No one belieres in astrology now, beeause
tho orcdor of cclestial phenomena lias been
ascertainod with remarkablo precision. Yet
Liow natural was the belief fn starry influonces !
In tho serenity of Asiatic skice, tho mojestic
aspects of the stars would naturally attract
incessant notice. It is o tendency, obserrable
in children and savages, to suppose that what.
over intorests them mustealso be interested in
them. If we Jook up at the stars, do they not
look down apon us ? If we follow their course
with interest, will thov not likewise with
intorest follow ours? Ilenco tho belief in
‘astral influences. Tho child upon whoso eradle
Mars lias smniled will bo credited with a mar-
tial carcer; tho child born under Venus will
be under her protection. Theso ara the apon-
tancous beliefs. Defore thoy can bo discreditod
men must, by a long process, have learnod to
cheek this tendency to suppose o direct
relation between ovents which are simply coin.
cident, and must havo learncd that tho course
of tho stars and tho course of human conduct
arc in no direct relation to each other, But
this is a slow proccss ; and until scienco las
been thus far cstablishod, sstrology, and all
othier superstitions, are unassailable,

3f. Maury, in o rocent trestiso on mazicand
astrology — which, being at oncs light and
learned, agrosablo to read and reliabie when
read, moy safuly be commendoad to the curious
~—proves that no amount of roligious reprobas
tion has boen ublo to uproot tho belicl in, or
¢hiock the practices of sorcery.

fhe carly Taraclites, in common with all
primitive peoples, had their magic, consulted
sorcerers, cxplained drcams, and believed in
talismans, In wain Moses proscribed these
ruperstitions.  On their return from captivity
they brought with them a number of Babylo-
nign sorccries, together with the belief in
ang:ls and demons. By s natural procoss
they came to regard certain formulas written
on parchment, and containing the names of
celestial spirite, ns veritable talismans, Liko
the Eg_t‘]:tiam, they believed that if thoy sum-
moned demons by their names, these demons
wero thereby compelled to appear, or to obey
orders.

Respecting the gods of other nations, the
Jews held two dilferent opinions. One opinion
was that theso gods were vain idols; the
other, that they wero arents of Satan; and
this was the opinion which finally prevailed.
Beclzebub, for oxample, was originally the god
of the Philistines; Astaroth was the lunar
goddess of the Phaenicians ; Lucifer was a god
of the Assyrians; and so on. The early
Christians adopted this notion, and attributed
all the pagan miracles to agents of Satan. In
their riew the ancient polytheism was but an
extendive demonology. — *‘ ldolatry,” says
Luscbius, 010 of the great authoritics among
the Fathers, “is the adoration not of good
demons, but of bad ond perverse demous.”
The Church became vory liberal in its admit-
tance of demone among the sgencios of humnan
affuirs. Not only did it attribute bad passions
and criminal acts to these demons, but it also
chose to detect their agency in every form of
error and imposture; by which was moant
every form of opinion or pretension inconsistent
with tho opimions and pretensions of the
Churcli. Onece grant the existence of these
demons, and it is difficult to assign a limit to
their agency. And who then questioned their
existence ? Dwelling in noisome retreats,
among the putrid exhalations of rotting graves,
they wers ready at any momeont to isauo forth
and walk among wen, to tempt tho saints and
delude the sinnors.  Not only did thoy tempt
men, they sometimes managed to got * posses-
sion” of them, cntering their bodies, and
making them mad. Nay, thoy entered into
houses and picces of furniture. Izorcisms
copu?uwtl}‘ formed a largo proportion of the
priestly dutics. So late as Pope Sixlus V.,
tbe E yptian obelisk, which waa brought to
to Rome, and now adorns the Pinzza del Po-
polo, was publicly exorcieed before it was
perwmitted to stand in a Christian city, There
were many formulas of exorcism, but the sigg.
of the croes was naturally considered the most
cfficocious, and was generally used in addition
1o ell others. Holy water also had groat
virtues,  “ This countinual iotorvention of
exorciam,” remarks AL Maury, “ is attestod
Ly the great number of conjurations adopted
in the liturgy. It was an incoseant litany of
anathena againat Satan. Xo was described s
a perfldious intriguer, a thief, a serpent, & wild
beast, o dragon of hell, a Belial, cte.; and in
order not to be forcod to repest always this
long list of insults, they were cogrsved on
amulets, which heace acquired tho virtuo of
driring Satan away.” What wonderful
ideos of causation are implied in tho conoep-
tion! Epidemics, meteors, and prodigies of all
:ﬁ:d: were gmd to demons. Plagues,

ﬁ"’" an ilstarmas, by one beliered
to visitations of diri?o mﬁ?’wm
another aand believed to be the
work of malignant demons ; and this opinion
was hield even by so subtle and remarkable a
thinker as Thomas Aquinss. Xt is to this
belicf, M. Maury says, that is due tim practice
of ringing the church bels during violut
storms—that being the resdiest mode of
| cxorcising the demons. Formerly the storm

) Polytheism thinly sciled. In every Neapolitan

hut may be scen, the ancient Lares; only they
serurne the form of the Virgin, before whose
image o lamp is kept for ever bumning. Huch
images oro trunsmitted from geucration to
generation. They aro implored on overy occo-
sion, more even than the Saviour. YWhen the
supcrstitious Neapolitan meditates o crime, ho
covers theso images with a veil, to bide the
crimo from them. :

Sometimes tho change from Pagan to Chris-
tisn has been very slight indeed, af in the case
of Aidoncus of Epirus, who hes been altered
into Saint Donatus, and Dea Pelina, who has
become Saint Pelino,and Felivitas Publien, who
lias becomo Santa Felicita, In festivals meant
to pleaso tho populace, we expect to flud the
old traditions of worsbip, and t5 flad the old
dirinitics under tho maske of saints. The fes*
tivals of Cercs and Vesta, for oxample, have
been slightly changed in the Neapolitan festival
of the Madonna.  Mnrray describesit thus:
“Their persons are covered with every varicty
of ornament ; the leads of Loth men and
women aro crowned with wreaths of flowers and
fruits ; in their bands they carry garlands and
poles, like thyrso, sirmounted with branches of
fruit or flowers. On their return homoewards,
their vehicles arc decorated with branches of
treos, intormixed with pictures of the Madonua
purchasod at hor shrine, and their herses aro
goy with ribbons of all hucs, and frequently
with a plumo of sgnowy feathicra on their heade.
Lhe whole sceno as fully realises tho idea of
s Dacchanalian procecssion as if we could now
aco ono emerging from the gates of old Pompeii.”

31. Maury notices that tho processions and
proyera of pricsts and augurs fee tho planta.
tious, vines, and public health, havo all been
conscerated anew, 'Lho sign of tho cross, the
use of holy water, and tho Agous Dei, have
roplaced the old exorcisme, chiarms, and talis-
mans, Tho llebrew names of God, or the
names of tho angels, and of Abraham or
Solomon, took the place of tho names of Pagan
doitics. If oracles disappearcd, the tombs of
martyrs and confessors wero not silent, and
wero interrogated with the ssmo crodulity os
had formaerly been sliown to tho oracles., In
vain tho Church forbado sorcory end witch-
craft ; i% encouraged many kindred supersti-
tions, and did not dcstroy tho source of all
supcrstition,  T’aternostors wore murmured
over wounds, iu tho porfect belief that pater-
nostera wero curalive, and that wounds did not
follow any astrictly incxorable course. The
relies of saints wero (und etill are) devoutly
bilioved to have a8 wondonworking power—
tho samne power as was formorly attributoed to
charms and talismans. Tho cvil spirits who
causod the drought, the sickness, or the
wrecks, would shrink away in terror at tho
sight of tho relice. And when tho Church
encouraged such beliefs us this, how could it
cxpect to warn men from beliering in chaplots
which had tho power of arrosting bleodiag, or
iu any other suporstition ?

Somo of tho details collectod by M. Maury
aro curious. Thus he notices that to this day
tho practico of placing a feo for Charon
(pas+ngo moncy across tho Styx) is not quito
unknown. In some districts tiio money is

laced in the mouth of the ocorpse. By the

mhabitants of tho Jura it is placed under the
head of the corpse, attachcd to o little
wooden cross. In the Morvan it is placed
in the hands of the defunet. The statuo of
Crbelo used apnually to be plungod into the
sacred bath: she is still pub‘icl dipped, only
Csbele has becomo a saint. {n erpignan
they solemnly dip tho relics of Saint Gulderio
in the waters of tho Tet, oconlldent by this
ceremony that they shall sccure rain. Rain
fulls, sure cnough ; and if it sometimos falls
too scantily, or too tardily, this is only attri.
buted to meteoric influences by infidels and
materialists,

Many are the traces of the
scholars fiad in the present. Tho Lupercalion
festivals have become our Lenten earnival—
rather n deeary festival, it must bo ownod !
The January olferings haro becomoe our New

‘car's gifts—pleasant enough, when they do
not mssume the shape of dreadfully good *“ gift
books.” The ealutation of *“ God bless you,”
when you soceze, is thoroughly classical.
No doubt the ingenious devico of secur-
ing “luck” to a mnowly-married couple,
by throwing an old shos after th,.
departing post chaise, is equally ancient, an
impresses tho philosophic mind witlen fively
senso of how men imagine *hie course of Nature
to be dotermined. Tho cril oye isa not ouly
vory ancient, but scems to be universal, The
gncients believod that when any onc's cnrs tin-

led, it was because somoe ono was talking of

dim ; they balieved also that it was unlucky to
api'l the salt.

Wo bave olrcady said that the Chureh, al-
though appropristing many of tho rites and
ceremonies of Polytheism, energotically ropu-
diated many others; butin vain, The domons
which could not be invoked ot the altar, wore
invoked in sceret.  Magic was called upon to
perform what religion refused. The Church
fulminated, ond assured men that thoy porilled
their souls by commerce with demons; but it
did not discredit the agency of the demons,
and its mensces were futile.  In vain also was
the seculor arm cmrloyod ogainst those whom
the fear of hell could not restrain; the super-
stition was incradicable, irresistible. Curiosity,
the desjrc of vengeancs, the passion for somo
sceret means of superiority~—tlieso motives were
stronger than fear, and theso motives could
only cease to impel mon when men ceased to
believe in supernstural sgency., DBut against
this belief tho Clurch raisod no voics. Tho
wisest of men devoutly accepted it. Gregory
the Third, in his edict against tho use of magic,
cepecially addresses himsell to the clergy os
well as to the laity; bat his odict is agsinst
tho uso of magic, not against the belief in
ma

Magic, no less than science, rosts on tho
explanation of phenomena. The only differenco
is that imagic sceks its explanation in some
analogy drawn from human nature, and scieuco
secks its explanation in somo anslogy deawn
from other phenomena. No preliminary know-
ledge is required for tho g)rmur: man in-
stinctively dramatises the events, and intorprets
them by such motives ae sway Lis own conduct.
For the latter explanation it is neocesary that a
vast amount of knowledge shall have been
sccumulated ; man must know a great deal
about many phenomens befors he can detect
their laws. us see this illustreted in tho
viows leld about dreams.

ast which
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that an in{lammation of the mucous mem-
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| In Egypt, Asyris, Judees, and Greece, there
wna o regular class of dream-interpreters, men
who undertook to explain what was prefigured
by dreams. No one doubted that the pheno-
mena were supernatural. Dreams came to o
man ; they were not suspected to be the action
of lis brain. Wiesce this belief naively exiii-
bited in Homer, who makes Jupiter sumson a
dream (nnairus) to liis presence ns lic would
summon any orher personage. e bids the
dream descezd to the camp of Agamemnon
and appear before that King of Men, to whom
he maat deliver a most delusive message. The
dream departs, nnd repeats the very words of
Jove. Nor is this conception wonderful. If
you censider dreains, you will notice as one
peculiarity that in them the mind is, ns it
were, scparated into two distinct entities
which hold converse with each other. VWe arn
often astonished ot the statements nmil
repartecs of our double; we are pusziced by ira
«(uestions ; wy are sngered or {lattered by his
remarks—and yet these have been our own
creation, Tt is natural to supposs that we
have actually been visited during sleep by oue
of the apirit world; and until‘ the science of
prychology had learned to interpret the
phenomena of dreams by the phienomenn of
waking thought, especially of reveric, thia
supernstural explanation would prevail.

The same may besaid of insanity. It was ne-
cessarily regarsded as supernatural, until scie=ce
had shown it to bo a disease of the nervons
system, Thoe dreadful aspect, the incoherent
language sned conduct of madmen, recmcd only
referable to an evil demon having got * pos-
scsaiorn.” of the man; snd this belief wne of
course strengthened by tho genernl tendency ot
madmen to attribute their sctions to sonic one
urging or [orcing them. They funcied them.
sclres pursucd by fiends, whom they saw in
the lund light of their own distempered ima-
ginstions. Dut beforo science couid huve as-
certained even the simplest Jaws of insanitr,
what an immense accumulation of knorledgo
on particular points was necessars! Instead
of belicving Imt o madman is * posscescd,”
wo nay ho is “ discased ;" instead of a demon
within him to be exorcited, wo say that tliere
is s functionsl disturbsnce in his nervous
system which must be reduced to healthy
activity once more. Wo know as cortainly
that a diseaso of this nervous system will pro
tho phenomeca of insanity, as

brane will produce a catarrh, or that disease of
the Jungs will produce consumption. IJut what
vast labours of many generations before it could
have boen ascertsined that the nervous system
was ially engaged in all mental plienomena,
and that insanity was a disessc of this system !
It was 30 much readier an oxplavation to sup-
poso that a demon had entered the unhappy
victim ; and this oneo wjgulml, it became a
question how best to get rid of the demon. In-
cantation wasan casy resort, Amongthe means
of puriffication many nations secem to have fan.
cied that “fumigation"” must hold a high rank,
demons decidodly objecting to stinks. ‘To this
day the S8smoycdes and Outinks burn s bit of
roindeer skin under thie nose of the mauinc.
Thoe patient falls into a sort of stupefaction
from which ho often revives considerably
calmed, the action of a narcotic on his nervous
system being mistaken for an action of stinks
on tho olfactorios of tho demon. The old
supcratition of hanging odoriferous plants over
the door of tho houso of ono * posscssed”
points to the samo belief that odiurs clrive
away domons,

In this rapid survey of a wide sublject we
hope tho reador has been ably to sco that mayie,
which was tho science of the anciente—and the
only science they could hare for a long while—
is wilful nescienee in mederns who havo ample
rocans at hand for ascertaining the funda-
mental fact that the order of naturo is not
capricions but constant, and is not to bo
altered by incantations, even by those powcere
ful iocuntations which tako place in the
“ most reapectable drawing-rooms” somewhat
darkened, The anciont thaumaturge was to o
great cxtent his own dupe; if he did praclise
certnin tricks, ho had profound belief thut
thero was un art to which ho pretended. DBut
the modern thaumaturgo is gencrally an im.
postor; and thoso who believe in him, and his
miracles, ought to bo consistent, and beliove in
all the grosyest vuperstitions of tho carly ages.
Yor if tho order of mature is not constant, ns
wo suppose, thero is no assignablo limit to the

power of magic.—~All the Year Round,
A

Laxo Revexve ov Tasyawia.-—Wo are
pleated to find, that the lantl rovenue continues
to be in o flourishing condition, which will be
scen from the faect that the amount realised up
to tho end of tho halfl yea~ is not less than
L45,002 Gs 11d, being at the rate of LU0,1%1
11s 10d per onnuw, L7258 105 wns the
amount paid during last wmonth, and we believe
that tho estimated revenue of 1.86,000 will be
moro than realisod this year.—Zubart Zvwa
ddvertiser, Gth July,

Lake LearyoNTi.~The Engineer of the
Government Mining department,Mr. O. Bagge,
civil engincer, has beon liere for the last ten
days, prepering sections and levels for the
intended new water supply chinnnel for Lake
Learmonth. IXis presence hiere hias been hniled
Ly all residents in tho district as n sign that at
lnst * thero is & good timo coming™ for Loarn
month, and that tho {»lnco will ere long rank ns
tho flrat agricultural township in Victoria,—~
Ballaaratl Star, Oth July.

Tue Mervovnys Marr.—Cobb's coach did
not arrivo until near dark lnst evening, and
when the driver pulled up at the Commercial,
ko was perfectly encrusted with mud. Lhero
was a lady passenger inside the coarh, boand
for Delfasr, but sho appeared too jaded to even
venture out. KFergusson, the driver, informs
us that yesterday morning the pole of the
coach broke, when near Mount Shadwell, and
this of courso caused the delay. The rongls,
lic says, aro in o most fearful state.~ 13 wrraam-
bool Examiner, 5th July.

Tue Doxavp Foxp.—3r. Fletcher, the
treasurer, has refurmed to DBeechwort!y, from
his canvas of the Indigo. Wo unlerstand
something over L0 has bexn collected in
Rutherglen ond  the neighbourliood in aid of
the Donuld Fund, As an example worthy of
imitation wo may mantion that the prospectors
on tho Wabgunyah L:ad contributed 110 to-
;c{ds the fund,— Qcens Constitulion, Sth

u s -t

({mum.\r.—-About ten o'clock on Satarday

night, the inhabitants of Chiltern were alarmed
by the discovery that Rie and Lhorpe's
stables, at tho back of tho Star iiotel, were on
fire. Notwithamndinﬁ the heary rains shich
have recently fallen, the whole of the buil lings
were in a very shert spaco of timo burnt to
the ground. Aost fortunately, boyond the
destruction of the stables, very little damago
was done. A small quanti'y of liny was con-
sumed, but fftoen horses and a hicavy stock of
oats were removed univjired.  Water was
f?lorllifnlly supplied both from the creck and
rom tho Alliance claim, and the most praize.
worthy oxcrtions wero used by every one ta
keep the flames under. At ono time it ap-
peared ineritable that tho stables in the rear of
Ar. Berg's, tho tentmaker, would also be
consumed, but liaring boen covered with et
blankots, they wero fortunstely saved. The
origin of tho firc is quite unknown.—Jlurray
Gazetle, Oth July,

AXTICOINESE TMMIORATION ASSOCIATION.
—Tne followins is fromn the Creswick Ad-
vertiser of Tuca ag the Oth instant :—7The ad-
journed moeting of tho Anti-Chiness Immigra.
tion Aseociation took plsco at Witcombu's,
Bush Xon, Back Creck, Oreswick, on Saturday
last, Mr. H. Howilt in the chair. Tho
Sccretary read the minutes of the last meeting,
which wero confirmed. After some prelininary
remorks from the chairman, the committee
brought up a prospectus, of which we gire
sorue of the leading points. Tho Anti-Chinese
Immigration Association proposcs to organiso
public opinion to iipress the Government of
the country with a dus sensc of the magnitude
which the Chincse question has assumed, and
tho necossity for imunediato legislation upon it,
The Arsociation consider the Chinese 10 bo a
great social eril, o scandal to religion, and their
admission into this colony o great political
mistake. Each mombor of the Associstion to
pay Gd month. Aftor the first gquurter
cards will be issued to each associate, which
will admit him freo to all deliberations of the
Association, whicl will confine itsclf in all ita
operations to etrictly legal means, relying
firmly on the weight of publie opinion for
sucoess. Wlhen fifty associates are cnrolled,
public meeting will be held, and the oficers
and a commitice appointed,

!
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ing towards
Russian campai
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THE KING OF YVETIOT,
Beranger has immortslised the
Yvotot in ono of his best songs,

| preserved ns the signboard of o
famous inn in lgu province, where vors often
tho peopleexclaim whilo drinking before it :—

king, as Clhamisso
Peter Behlemihl, or Shadowless Man, 68 a satire
upon tho vast and unsolid ambition of the firet
who was then (1813) scen totter
fall, after Lis disastrous

b}.'rtct-o:his Y ;i::lo Fronch
about a thousa inhabitants, gituated L
railway betwoen Paris and sl

Kinz eof
Ilo deseribes

tewporaneous
mounarchy; that is
The poct
Uirst.  Tho followi
Gaguin ;

A certain lord of

against the cnewmics
years of voluntary ¢

tained a Jetter from

aud worthy hearing that the king

plored his pardon.

savage prince, drawin
82:! oh! Ohtitoh I! .'b‘!.j.h ! 'Ib! ak! .'hmgghri“‘. ;'J'O'd}'." 5:') IMl‘iﬂg of this murdtl’. é ’
bor p: l‘!ro amss lal perpetrated in a church onsuch a day, thgf_'ﬂi: %
We learn from Beranger's Momoirs, that lie threatenod the twurderer with his opPo

wroto lLis

heira of his victin,
(inds from an exact

village containing year of grace 530

Huvre.

Tho name

Yretot is composed of two words: “ Yre,” o
“ Xvo" (probably the same as Ires), n commen
German name, and “tot,” tho Celtic worl for s
; C hiouse or dwelling-place. Gaguin, a French
him as a king little known in history, who, Jate ! historian of the sizteenth centu

torise and curly to bed, slept very well without
any glory, and crowned by Jeanneton with o
nightcap, was a good littlo king.
says be made four repasts a duy in his thatcleg
palace, travelled through his kingdom on an
ass, and fearing 0o barm, had « dog for Lis
only guurd, and was a good littlo king., Never
trying to enlargo Lis kingdom, ho proved a
pleasant neighbour, and making pleasure Lis

code, waas a wmodel potentate ; and it was only
when lio died and was buried that tho jmpl)c
wept, saying he was a good littlo king. Beranger
adds that the portrait of this good

- ry, says the DY
origih of the kingdom of Yvetot wus cour RIS
withh  that of the French k28

to say, it was founded it N

the reign of the Merovingian king, Clotaire the

having incurred tho wrath of King Clotair
*“went to foreign parts, whero Lo made W
wrath to be somewhat appoeased, and having ot

hiw tomerey, Gaulthior vontured back to Franct:
Arriving ut Soiesons on a

there, and, throwing himself at lis feet, &=

thunders if ho did not imme2iately make #07¢
atonoment for Lis crime.
Inire, thercfore, consented to ercot the mar
of X'vetot into a kingdom for tho

that this oxtroordinary event took place iv!™

Great doubls, hiowever, havo been caet “i'_‘?:
the “ indubitable authority" of Robert §Havs

oy
T
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R

ng is tho story told by

Yvetot, named Gauithier,

Alter t2

of the fuith."” e
the king?

xile, believing

— e —y
. ™

tho Pope recommendirg

<%
"
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Good Friday, avd
was at church, hehasten

“ But Clotaire, being ®
his sword, ran ¥

The terrified Cl-

benefit of the e
Guaguin adds, that “le e
and indubitable nullllon:,f 2




