
G T H E  H E R A L D , TH U R SD A Y , JU L Y  l l ,  1861.
INSOLVENT COUUT.

Worfnoaday, 1 0 th  Ju ly .
(Refora (ha  Cl lief Commiasiouer.)
V i n t r  AMD O x e t  M e e t in g s .

M eeting# were held  in tho following « ta te # , 
b u t  n e ith e r tho in«oleent» nor any  creditor» 
•were p resen t, and  tho meeting» closed :—"Wil
lia m  B u sh , o f Day 1©» ford , s.'tftdlrr ; W illiam  
"W, W alker, A m herst, m iner » P a t .  Duffy, 
S a n d h u rs t, m in e r; O . C . H illm an , o f Sand* 
b u n t ,  agent ; A r th u r  M 'C o rte r, o f E ast 
Collingw ood, oarjnm ter ; Y . A . Srhacfer, 
Ing lew ood , m iner ; B at. D onne*»/, of Sand
bar» !.

I n  th o  following meeting» the insolvent, 
w ere  p resen t, blit no creditor*, and  th e  niert- 
ing»^ clownl : —Jn o . M 'C nrthy , of M elbourne, 
ca rrie r}  Ju o . GrvimshiehN, o f M elbourne, 
Joiner ; W illiam  H enry  W illiam*, o f  Mel- 

■DOiirne, boardini'hrniM  keeper.
I n  re  F red . 2’eake, o f M elbourne, account

a n t :  A  debt of L371 C» Od lo  V . Ilu tch in#  
•wa» adm itted  na a claim  ; anil a t  tho request of 
th e  assign*#, the m eeting wa» adj >um&<l till 
th e  2nd  August

i n  re  A . Kilgour, o f  M elbourne, occmantnnt: 
A  debt of LUG 12-* to  Mi*«*r#. Holme#, Wli-.te, 
an d  Co., and one of L l l l  to  Jam*-* M 'Kw.m 
a n d  C o., were adm itted . A  ctaim o f W. 
B lo .no  wa# adm itted , iu '.jn r i to  investigation 
by  tho olUerol nssignec. Iiip /iv rn t wa» prevent.

, A» the fund» likely lo  be readi«ivI would exceed 
L l  OO, a  second meeting wa# unpointed for the  
1 7 th  J u ly .

A isjoukxeo  Fe RST AXU O x L r M e e t in g .
In  ro G uitavu* A ckerm ann : Insolvent

p resen t. M r. 51* Cir ego r  appeared for him , and 
Mio m eeting closed.

Kl ii-*t  M e m *;<>.
In  ro Jno. M’Urcgor, o f  M elbourne, com

mission a jm t i  A num ber o f debt» were ad 
m itted  ;*—o-io to W illiam  Dnggnrt of ISJ'Jl. 
Tho  insolvent wa» tire.» -ut, mid on tho abote 
d eb t being proved, th e  m eeting clo*-d.

ANorRNCtt M xoxt» m e e tin g .
I n  re  R ob. H n tm  J M r. Edw ards appeared 

fo r  th e  insolvent. .Nothing was done, and  tho 
m ooting closed ; and the  th ird  m eeting was 
fixed for the  1 1th Atigii«C.

I n r o J n o .  Garylh S n  busine#» done, ond 
tho  meeting closed ; and ilia  th ird  meeting 
appointed for the 13cIi A ugust.

I n  re  W m. Thorne» M r. M 'O regorappeared 
fo r th e  in»olrciit, and wished to pu t some inten
tion# to  him , bu t tho Conim isdoner declined, 
a» th e  real of tho day had  beer ret ap art for the 
m oating o f (Iretmlaw. T ile  meeting wa# con
sequently  adjourned till tim  following morning.

In  ro .Encoe M 'L eo d ; W ith  tho consent of 
M r . Goodman, th e officialassignee, the meeting 
d o te d  } four hours being set apart for taking 
evidence a t  tho th ird  m eeting, which wa» fixed 
fo r th e  23rd August.

In  re  Mowbray K irk : N either the  insolvent 
n o r  any creditor* were present, and tho meeting 
d o te d .

A D Jo cn x ro  CrnTiHic.tTn M fx r rx o .
I n  re Jam es Grecnlttvr: M r. L i we» appeared 

fo r tho opposing creditor#, anil M r. H illing for 
tho  insolvent. A num ber o f w itncisos were 
exam ined, and  the m eeting then  adjourned.

Tim  C ourt then rose.

G» 4d ; assets, 
M r. Courtnoy,

N ew  I nsolvents.
R o b ert Mill», o f H aw thorn , hotelkeeper 

C ausa o f insolvency : Excessive ren t for H igh 
b u ry  R om  hotel. Debt», L 2 I 3 ;  assets, 
LO I Cai deficiency, L IG I lSv. M r. Laing, 
official assignee.

D aniel M orrison, o f W illiam stow n, con
trac to r. Causes of insolvency : Loss of an 
action against tho Queen, want of employment, 
etc. D ebts, L l2 0 1  -ti t assot», L35 j deficiency, 
LUGO la . M r. C ourtnoy, official assignee.

W in . Craven, o f K angaroo F la t, near S and
h u rs t, blacksmith and  butcher. Cuuso o f in
solvency : A bsconding o f his la te  partner, 
G eo. Thom pson. D ebts, L IO I 
L 13  Cs ; deficiency, LSO I s  4 J . 
official assignee.

W illiam  Ellis, o fK y n o to n , assistant draper. 
Cause o f insolvency : W a n t o f  employment. 
D ebts, LG3 8« 7d ; assets, LH; deficiency, 
I «GO 8$ 7d. M r. Jaco inb , ofil rial assignee.

Thom as Howard, o f  Euglchaw k, near Sand
h u rs t, storekeeper. Causes of insolvency : 
Lomira in  trade, burl debt», mid falling off in 
business. Debt», L2K0 ; nasirt», LUO Ca 8:1} 
deficiency, LISO!. -Ls 4U. Air. Shaw, ofiluial 
assignee.

Ju incs T urner, of Cnstlemainc, restaurant 
beeper. Causes of insolvency • Losses by fire 
in  18G1 and stagnation o f trade. D ebts, LOGI 
10s 3d  : asset#, LMS 17s GI ; deficiency, 
L20G 12s DL Arr. L u n g , official assignee.

J o h n  Johnston , o f S ou th  Yurra, gentlem an. 
Canso o f  insolvency : W a n t o f employment. 
D ebt», L271 7s T*1 ; usset», LIO } ucfleieney, 
L2G1- 7» 7J. M r. G oodm an. olfiriol assignee.

M ichael Egan, o f M yers F la t, near S a n d 
h u rs t, storekeeper. Causes o f insolvency 
B a d  debts, etc., Josie# by q u a rts  m ining, and 
general depression o f trade. Debt», L l8 7  
17» Od ; unset», L3DU 1» Od ; surplus, L211 
4» 2«l. M r. Jucom b, olficiul n«#ignoo.

R ichard  I lo u u rth , of R ig H ill, n o ir  Bendigo,

general slerckceper. Cause# of insolvency :
lad debt#, etc. Debt», LGU1 17s Cd ; «saut», 

L l2G  l-ts 7 i ( l ;  deficiency, LtGG 2s lO id . 
M r . Shaw , olio.'iul assignee.

L A  W  N O  T I C E S .— ( TU  :s  D < n j. \

IN S O L V E N  I' CO LT RT.
(Dcforo tho Chief Commissioner.) 

A djourned Second M eeting, a t  IO.—W in. 
T horne.

Special Meeting, a t 12.— W alton M iller.

B a c k  C h e e k  E l e c t o r a l  R o l l .— I t  m n y  
so*, bo amiss to  oall tho  a tten tion  o f tho 
C o  moil to  a  circum stance which (ms possibly 
«scnpod thoir notice. T h e  electoral roll is 
d iv td .'d  into divisions, o f  which R ack Creek 
a n d  A nilicrst form tw o. R ack Creek in  fact is 
very  dilTercnt to  Rack C reek as expressed by 
th o  ro ll, which dor» no t include Scandinavian 
crescent, Ballaorot stree t, n o r any o ther street 
in  its  neighbourhood w ith in  its boundaries. 
A ssum ing th a t o d  ion is not taken to  prevent 
i t ,  tho  residents o f  those streets will a t  tho 
next election h a re  to  v is it th e  town of A m herst 
to  record their vote*. T his is n difficulty 
w hich wa commend to  tho im m ediate attention 
o f  tho C ouncil} *#, a fte r tho  w rits «re issuod, 
n o  new polling place* can bo created, and 
tin d e r existing arrangem ent» the most populous 
portion  o f R ack Creek will bo w ithou t a 
po lling  booth. In  p ro o f o f  th is, wo need but 
re fe r o u r  reader* to  a  paragraph which 
appeared  in tile  S o r th  M W om  Chronicle o f 
ab o u t three m ouths back, where was stated  the 
m anner in which tho Crcswick B ench of 
M agistrates ware deceived In d istributing tho 
collectors. To tho A m herst men they  gave 
A m herst, dooming i t  b u t  a  small place. F o r  
B ack  Crook they appo in ted  Crcswick men, 
believing it to be tile be»: appointm ent. I t  so 
happened th a t tile  form er was immeasurably 
su perio r in  a  pecuniary poin t o f view to  tho 
la tte r , as tho Rack Creek roll testifies, there 
being  b u t 7GG name» on it, while tho A m herst 
ro ll contains 30GO names.— S o  rift W ester*  
Chronicle, Ut Ii Ju ly .

D a r in g  Roan.’: u t .— T ho following is from 
th e  S 'u rth  Western Chronicle o f  Tuesday last, J  uly 
Oth :— L ast night, abou t n ine o’clock, a  knock 
ira» lien rd a t  the door o f  M r. T um or’s building 
At bis slaughter y a rd  a t  tho end o f  K angaroo, 
an d  on tho door being opened by  a  m an, tho 
•o le occupant o f  tho  place, ho discovered a 
double barrelled gun precented a t  him  by a 
m an  w ho was p artly  concealed an d  partly  
b lackened. H o was to ld  th a t i f  ho did  not 
keep  qu ie t tho in tru d er would blow his brains 
c u t .  Two o r  til too o th e r mon then  entered, 
s o d  placed him  on a  .of*, where they  tied  his 
h a n d s  together. Tho ««cals then  loft tho 
bu ild ing , and  Tixitcd an o th er on the slaughter 
ward, in  which M r. T u rn e r  resides, but who, 
how ever, happened to  be absent. Shortly 
a fte rw ard s  tho pinioned m an  heard  tho rascals 
d  op a rr, and  ho then  m anaged to  free him self 
• o d  pass outw ards to  th e  door o f  tho house 
th e y  la s t visited. H e  th e re  saw  th a t  every
th in g  inside had boon ransacked, an d  bo ho 
h asten ed  down to  tile  polico cam p to  giro 
in fo rm ation  o f  tho  robbery . W e  hod not 
h eard  n p  to  Hie h o u r o f  going to  press w hat 
a m o u n t o f p roperty  h a d  been stolen. Tho 
n ig h t before M r. T u rn e r  had  a  considerable 
a m o u n t o f m oney in  h is  possession. W e  un
d e rs tan d  th a t  a ttem p ts  h a re  been m ade during  
th e  p a s t  tw o  o r  th ree  n igh ts  to  en ter several 
houses o n  th e  F la t .  W e  nope th e  police will 
keep  a  sharp  look o u t fo r  th e  rascals who thus 
em ploy  th e  n igh t.

CITY PULICE COURT.
W ednesday, 10th J u ly .

(Before th e  M ayor.)
D .iCN Kxnnem .—M ichael 3 . C rK etfe, Agnes 

Lee, W illiam  Dye, M aria Renalton. end  
W illiam Jetfkin* were fined Ca each.— Patrick 
M urphy end  Alico G raham , charged w ith 
lmbitu.nl drunkenness, were sent to  jail for 
three m onths etich. #

M in o r  O rra x c e * .—Joh n  C arr, d runk  in 
charge of a  horse, wa» Ii ne* I &».—Tri oms» 
W et SUH, charged w ith breaking windows, was 
ordered to  p ay  7» G J d am ag e .— Joseph 
Newell wa» fined 10s  for indecency.—Jo h n  
Lynch, for plying for hire w ithout a  license, 
vim cautioned aud  discharged.— M argaret 
A n d eru n , charged a» a d io rd e r ly  character, 
wa* let off w ith a  caution.—Jo h n  Gibson, 
charged, on rem and, w ith b low ing his horst» 
with gig to  run  aw n y , aud injuring a  man, 
wa» fu rth er rem anded for seven days, na tho 
p re c e n to r  wa* «till unable to ajqwsr.

R onoxuy r  strut m r .  P e rs o n .—Jo h n  Cost in, 
charge:! with toe above offence, was rem anded 
for seven day#, o» the prosecutor had no t been 
subpu-ned,

STEAMVrt A C m .ak .—George Clarke wa* 
chorded w ith J te iliiu ' » cl-uk . T here were 
rove rn! mac* against him, an d  a  num ber of 
pawn ticket» were found on hi# j*cr#on. flic  
B ruch rem anded flic prisoner fur »«*cn d.iy#, 
» » a* to ennhlc the police to  A* ti owner# for 
some of the  property represented by tho dupli- 
cair*.

S te a l in g  F riixx rt'x te .— E m m a H aw orth  
wa* charge! with «toiling a  quantity  of house* 
hol'i furniture. H enry  Adam» «aul th a t tho 
prisoner had born living with him for th e  la it 
eight mont Ii», On Monday last ho w ent ou t of 
town to  Woodcut!, and left her in  charge. 
On relum ing, between twelve and  one o'clock, 
ho found the house em pty, and nothing left 
hut a few old clothe*. I Lf never gave tho 
fu rn iture  to  tho prisoner. H e  found a  portion 
in a house in  L ittle  Lonsdalo street, mid 
another portion in a  nom e a t  Richm ond. 
Before ho w ent away tho prisoner told him  
tha t when ho ensue back ho would find tho 
birt! flown, b u t lie only thought th a t this was 
a joke. Tho Bench rem anded tho prisoner 
until F riday  for further  evidence.

8TE.tt.rxo xx a J)WELUxo.—Tilly M ’Lcnn 
and E llen J lo m g an , tho la tte r  a  young girl, 
were charged with stealing in a  dwelling. Tho 
M ryor declined to g o  on w ith  tho cute, but 
remanded tho nri.oner» un til F rid ay , M r, 
JI. Stephen applied to  h a re  tho pri»onors ad 
mitted to  bail. H is  W orship  refused the 
application.

S tea lin g  A D og.— W illiam K em p was 
charged w ith stealing a dog belonging to a man 
named M organ. I t  appeared tlia t tho dog—a 
ra ther valuable bull terrier—liad been found 
in tile  alroot by ono W illiam Copp, who 
generously gave it to lite  prisoner, who took it  
iii» to E dm ore  w ith him . E dw ard  Morgan 
identified tho dog as his property, and stated 
tha t ho had tied i t  up . The Bench discharged 
tho prisoner.

;

MAGIC AND SCIENCE.
A ncient magic wa* ancient science. T o  su r

prise tho secrets of N ature, ond, by  surprising 
thorn, to  control phenom ena and tu rn  them  to  
Ilia purposes, ha* everywhere been tho irre
sistible longing of m an, placed am id unseen 
forces w ith nothing b u t hi» w it to  aid him. 
How marvellously his w it ha» aided him  need 
not bo told ; bu t tho help came «lowly, and 
tho victories were gained only after n succes
sion of defeats. T h a t which mainly thw arted 
him  wa» impatience, and it* offspring, credu
lity } th a t which mainly aided him  wa# 
patience. F rom  the first sprang m agic; from 
tho second, science. Passion is eve sedu lous, 
and  when tho m ind is greatly c  it  is
really to  believe almost anything whum larour» 
ita  desire».

The credulity  o f early ages ha* al*o another 
source. In  ignorance o f tho tru e  o rder of 
N ature wo find no diflleulty in  believing th a t 
ono thing takes place rathor than  another. 
W hat to tho cultivated m ind seems a physical 
impossibility, to  the  uncultivated soemsa* pro
bable as any th ing  cise- I t  i» therefore not only 
far from incredible, i t  is highly probable to  tho 
savage th a t tho  ordinary phenomena of N atu re  
should bo tho notions o f  capricious beings, 
whoso caprices may be propitiated. H o observes 
the rein fulling, the seed sprouting, Ilia cattlo 
perishing, his children sickening, all by 
agencies unseen, which ho a t  once supposes 
to  bo sp irits  resembling, tho sp irit w ith in  
him , though  m igh tie r: superhum an in  power, 
they are  conceived to bo hum an in 
feeling, bccauso no other conception of 
power is possible to  him . In  anim ating 
nature, m an necessarily anim ates i t  w ith 
a  soul liko bis own. I le  therefore cannot Help 
supposing th a t tho varied phenom ena which 
pass before Lim ore act» of arb itra ry  and  capri
cious volition. Like tho potentates o f his 
tribe o r nation, thew  unseen agencies require 
to  bo nattered , or intim idated. Incense, 

sacrifice», ceremonies o f homage, prayers and 
supplication», may captivate the ir favour. 
Failing th is, there is the  resource o f incan ta
tion, exorcism, amulets, and  charnu  ; th e  aid 
of lomo m ore powerful sp irit is invoked, or 
the secret o f somo weakness is surprised. 
Sometimes tho m alignity o f a  sp irit 
may bo thw arted  by tho m ere invocation 
o f tho xiamo o f a  m ightier sp irit ; and some
times by tho mere em ploym ent o f  a  disagree
able objoct—holy water, o r  ii strong smell— 
before which tho demon tho». This is tho  con
dition o f tho m ind in  oil half-clriliscd people», 
and th is is tho  condition which determines 
magic.

In  tho slow travail o f though t, and  by  the 
accum ulation o f experience, ano ther condition 
is b rought about, and  science emerges. Before 
i t  can emerge, tho m ost im portan t of all 
changes m ust have taken place : tho phenomena 
o f N ature , a t  least all tho m ost ordinary 
phenomena, m ust have been disengaged from 
this conception of nu arb itrary  a n d  capricious 
power «ira liar to hum an will.aud m ust hare  been 
recognised a* constant, always succeeding each 
oilier w ith fatul regularity. Til is once recog
nised, science can begin slowly to  ascertain 
tho o rd e raof N ature— tho laws o f succession 
and co existence j an d  having in  any  case 
ascertained th is  order, i t  can predict w ith cer
tainty th e  resu lts which will arrive. I f  I  know 
th a t tho o rder o f N atu re  is such that. a ir  which 
bos once been breathed become» imperfectly 
adapted for a  second breathing, and becomes 
poisonous afte r a  repetition of tho proses*, I 
do not, when I  soc my fcliow-crcatures perish
ing b.’causa they  breathe fbi» vitiated air, 
a ttem p t to  propitiate  tho noxious sp irit by 
supplications, o r to in tim idate  by charm s and 
exorcisms. I  simply lot in th e  fresh air, know
ing th a t tho fresh a ir wilt restore tho drooping 
sufferers, because such is tho order of 
N ature . I  have icaruoJ, O  T haum a
tu r g e  I th a t  your unseen agencies, m ighty 
as you deem them , arc not free, b u t are 
fatally subject to  inexorable law ; they cannot 
act capriciously, they m e t  ac t inexorably. If , 
therefore, I  can detect these law#—if  I  can 
ascertain w hat is the  inevitable o rder o f suc
cession— it  w ill bo quito noodles» to  trouble 
myself abou t your unseen agencies. «Y ou 
promise by your a r t  to  give mo  power over 
these agencies by which I  shall bo ublo to 
bood N a tu re  to m y purpose, to harness hor 
lo m y triu m p h an t chariot. B u t if  I  can 
once discover the  inexorable laws, I  can do 
w hat you only delusively protend. W ith  
each discovery o r tho  actual o rder o f N ature, 
i t  has been found tlia t m an’s pow er over 
N ature has bocomo greater. H o cannot alter 
th a t order, b u t he can a d ap t him self to  it. 
He cannot chango tho  unchangeable, bu t bo 
can predict th e  inexorable. A n d  scionoc th u s  
fulfil» tho pretensions o f  magic ;  i t  is magic 
grown modest.

In  proportion as regularity  in  th e  succession 
ot phenomena became ascertained, the  dom ain 
o f su p m titib n  and  magic became restricted. 
W hen it  was area th a t the  seed sprouted  and 
the ram  foil in spite of all incantations, and 
th a t th e  direction of the  wind was a  su re r indi- 
a ition  th an  tho niedicine-man’s form ula, cr* 
d o h ty  sought refuge in phenom ena loss under
stood. L ong  afte r tho oourse of N ature was 
felt to bo beyond th e  influence o f  magician#, 
there  was profound holief in  the ir influence 
over life an d  death . Tho phenom ena o f d isea»  
seemed wholly capricious. A n  invisible onerav 
loamed to  have struck  down th e  young and 
healthy w arrio r ; an enraged deity  seemed to  be 
destroying tribes. W hen the  epidemic breaks

1 o a t  In th*  G recian comp. H om er attribute*  ic 
so lr I j  to tho  rag* o f  Apollo, wlio.© priest baa 
been offended. Down from Olym pus tho for
d s  rt cr comea, ** like n ight,”  sits ap art from the 
carap, anti for n ine days keep# pouring in hie 
dreadful arrow». T h e  soldier» nre struck  by 
thw  invisible, b u t too  f» ta i, enemy. T he only 
rescue is by appearing Apollo’s w rath . Even 
in  our own day, m en who would smile a t this 
childish fable, found no diflleulty in a ttribu ting  
til* I r i ih  Am ine to  a  cause no Ic»» childish : 
they averred it  was a  niroijhment. for tile 
•* May nootli g ra n t/’ I n  bo th  cases, til© eau»© 
o r  ordor o f N a tu re  wos un*u»pectcd ; and 
ignorant im sgiuolion wa» free to  invent the  
explanation which best pleased it.

Tho early p r in t s  were necessarily magician*. 
All early religion* bad a strong bins toward* 
»orr.*ry ;*bor.»u«c th e ir p rirris , believing th a t all 
the  force* of N ature were good and evil demon», 
nrcc-strily  arrogate to  themselves a  J lo w e r  over 
there demon*, e ither by propitiation o r intim i
dation. These men never attem pted  to  make 
m ankind better, n o r to  make them  w irer; the ir 
object wa# ra th e r to  inspire te rro r, and  to  pro
pagate the superstition* of which they thcrn- 
relvr* wpm dupe». Some secret» they learned, 
especially the  effect» o f  certain herb» in afimu- 
Jnting mid atupifying tho nervous system, «o a* 
reproduce virinua and  hallucination». They ' 
learned, n!«o, how  th e  imagination may bo 
impressed by ceremonies, darkness, lugubrious 
mud©, ami perfume», so th a t tho  semi-dehriow* 
devotee vuw w hatever lie wa» told to ere.

J locate, for exam ple, wa» tho j>crsonification 
o f the  mysterious ray* which tim moon pro
ject» into tho darkness o f  nigh*, mid only 
appeared when tho moon veiled ii cr disc. To 
Jli-citc  were a ttr ib u te d  tile spectre* and  plum 
t  un» o f darkness, an d  nil over Greece the  rite# 
were celebrated by many practice» common to 
•orccry. T hus everything wa» brought toge
th e r to anpnl th e  im agination, dcotivo the 
s-n*os, ana  foster «ombre conceptions ; exor
cism» and weird formulas, disgusting philtre», 
hell-broth  made o f loathsome objects, such na 
Shukspearo describe» in M acbeth :

F.list of a fenny snake,
In Chs cauldron Loll and baka:
EV» o f  new t, and toe of fir -g. 
wool cf ba t. and tongas of dog.
Addr»’# fork, aud bUnrJ-worm's »Mog, 
LI*«m1'» leg, and  owlet'» wing,
Feale «f dragon, tooth of wolf ;
Mitch»*’ nm icoiy ; maw. and gulf,
Of th» rn* in VS snit-»*» shark.

A n ti to these he add», with his terrible energy 
o f  expression,

Liver of blasphemies Jew  ;
Flnser of Mrtb-ntraoffled babe,
P itch  delivered by a  drab.

T he m ind of a cultivated m an in theso days, 
unablo to  conceive any  direct relation between 
tho liver o f a biajpho nine Jew , and control o f 
th e  courser o f  N ature , Antis it difficult to  believe 
th a t mind» n* powerful as hiv own, under less 
frtvoiirnbleinfiurnces.cuuldseriouslycreditsiich 
incantations, Y e t the  h istory  o f m ankind 
show# tha t no am oun t of fuilurc, no argum ent, 
no  ridicule, no priestly  warning and exhorta
tion , could detach men from tho practices of 
sorcery. Tho tem ptation  to  penetrate the 
a.’crets of N a tu re  was too strong. Nothing 
could ovcrcomo th is  tem ptation while tile 
belief in w itchcraft lasted. N othing could 
destroy tho bolief, b u t tho  slowly growing 
conviction th a t tho  succession of phenomena 
was n o t capricious b u t inexorable—-cvcxy siuglo 
•v en t boing rigorously determ ined by it» an te
cedent, ana  no t to  bo altered, so long as tho 
antecedent rem ained tho sntne-

N o one believes in astrology now, became 
tho order o f celestial phenomena has been 
ascertained w ith rem arkable precision. Y et 
how natural was tho  belief in  starry influence»! 
I n  tho serenity o f  Asiatic skies, tho majestic 
aspects of tho s ta rs  would naturally  a ttract 
incessant notice. 11  is a  tendency, oDicrrablo 
in  children and savages, to  aupposo th a t wlmt- 
over interests them  nm stwdso be interested in 
them . I f  we look u p  a t  the  stars, do they no t 
look down upon us ? I f  we follow tlicir course 
w ith interest, will tho r n o t likewise w ith 
in terest follow our* ? Honoo tho belief in 

•astral influences. Tho child upon whoso cradle 
M ars has smiled will bo credited w ith a  m ar
tial carcer; tho ch ild  bom  u n d er V enus will 
bo under lier protection. Theso ore th e  spon
taneous beliefs. B efore tlioy can bo discredited 
men must, by a  long process, Ii avo learned to  
cheek this tendency to  aupposo a  d irect 
relation between events which are sim ply coin
cident, and  m ust h a ro  loomed tlx tt tho course 
o f  tho stare and tho course o f  hum an conduct 
arc  in  no direct relation to  each other. B u t 
th is is a slow process ; and  u n til scienco has 
been thus far established, astrology, and  all 
oilier superstitions, are  unassailable.

M . M aury, in a  rooent treatise on  magic and  
astrology —  which, boing a t  once ligh t and 
loam ed, agreeable to  read and  rclinbio when 
read , may safely bo commended to tho curious 
— proves th a t n o  am ount o f religious reproba
tion Ins boon ublo to  uproo t tho belief in, or 
chock tho practices o f sorcery.

T he early Israelites, in  common w ith  all 
prim itive peoples, had  the ir magic, consulted 
sorcerers, explained dreams, and  believed in 
talismans, i n  vain Moses proscribed these 
superstitions. O n the ir re tu rn  from captivity 
they  brought w ith  thorn a  num bor o f  B abylo
nian sorceries, together w itii th e  bcliof in 
en g :1a and  dem ons. B y  a  na tu ra l process 
they came to regard  certain formulas w ritten 
on parchm ent, an d  containing tho names of 
celestial spirits, as veritable talisman*. Liko 
tho Egyptians, they  believed th a t  if  th o r  sum 
moned demon» by  th e ir nam es, theso demons 
were thcrob j com pelled to  appear, o r to  obey 
orders.

Respecting tho gods o f o ther nations, the  
J  errs held two different opinions. One opinion 
wa» th a t theso gods wore vain idol» ; tho 
other, th a t  they were ocrent» o f Satan ; ond 
th is was tho opinion which finally prevailed. 
Beelzebub, for oxamplc, wa» originally the god 
o f  tho Philistines ;  A starotii was Che lunar 
goddess o f  th e  Phoenicians ; Lucifer wos a  god 
o f tho  A ssyrians ;  and so on. T he early 
Christians adopted  th is notion, -and a ttribu ted  
all tho pagan m iracles to  agents o f Satan. In  
the ir view the ancien t polytheism  wa# b u t on 
extensive demonology. “  Idolatry ,”  say* 
Eusebius, o.io o f  tho great authorities among 
the Fathers, “  is th e  adoration no t o f good 
dcm ont, bu t o f  bad  and perverse demons.” 
Tho C hurch  became vary liberal in its  adm it
tance o f demons am ong th e  agencies o f hum an 
affairs. N o t only did  it  a ttr ib u te  bod passions 
and  criminal acts to  these demons, b u t i t  also 
chow  to  detect th e ir  agency in every form  of 
e rro r and  im p o stu re ; by which was m oant 
every form o f opinion or pretension inconsistent 
w ith  tho  opinions and  pretension» of tho 
C hurch . Once g ra n t tho  existence o f  these 
demon», and  i t  is difficult to  assign a  lim it to 
the ir agency. A n d  who then  queitioned their 
existence? D w elling in  noisome retreat#, 
am ong tho p u trid  exhalation» of ro tting  grove#, 
tluw were ready a t any m om ont to  isiuo forth 
and  walk am ong m en, to  tem pt tho sain ts and 
delude th e  sinners. N o t only d id  th o r  tem pt 
men, they sometimes m anaged to get '* posses
s io n ” o f them , entering the ir bodies, and 
m aking them  m ad. Nay, th o j  entered into 
houses and  pieces of fu rn itu re . Exorcism» 
eonseoueutly form ed a  largo proportion  o f  the  
priestly duties. So late as Popo Sixtus V., 
th e  E gyptian  obelisk, which wna brought to 
to  Rome, and now  adorns tho Piazza del Po- 
polo, wa» publicly  exorcised before i t  wa» 
perm itted to  s tan d  in a  C hristian city. There 
were m any form ulas o f exorcism, b u t th e  sijp*. 
o f  tho cross was na tu ra lly  considered tho most 
efficacious, aud  was generally used in  addition 
to  all others. H o ly  w ater also h ad  groat 
virtues. “  T h is  continual intervention of 
exorcism,”  rem arks M . M aury, “  is attested 
by the great num ber o f conjurations adopted 
in  th e  liturgy. I t  was an incessant litany of 
anathem a against Satan. H o  was described as 
a perfidious in triguer, n thief, o sorpent, a  wild 
beast, a  dragon o f  hell, a  B elial, etc. ; and in 
o rder no t to  be (brood to  repeat a lw ajs  this 
long list o f insu lts, they  w ere engraved on 
am ulets, which honoo acquired tho v irtue  of 
driving Satan away.”  W h a t wonderful 
ideas o f causation a re  im plied in  tho concep
tion J Epidem ics, meteors, and  prodigies o fa ll 
kinds were a ttr ib u te d  to  dem ons. Plagues, 
tem pests, and  hailstorm s, b y  one party  behoved 
to  bo visitations o f divine w rath, were by 
ano ther a n d  la rg e r party  believed to  bo the 
work o f m alignant demons ; an d  th is opinion 
was held oven by  so  subtle an d  rem arkable a 
th in k e r as  T hom as A quinas. I t  is to  this 
belief, M . M au ry  *ays, th a t  is  due tire practice 
o f  ringing tho church  bells during  violent 
storm »—th a t being  tho readiest modo of 
exorcising tho demo n». F orm erly  tho storm

wa» exorcised by th* presentation  o f th e  eros», 
an d  by sprinkling holy w ater. A» th e  wnrat 
storm  come» to  on end  a t  last, tho exorcism 
was certain  to  be sr.cctssful.

C urious i t  is to  notie* w hat m oltttadc» o f 
P agan  superstitions passed in to  th e  ordinary 
belief* OI the  Christian». T h e  neophyte» were 
unable to  d i-rn ga so the ir in: nd* from nil the  
anociation» of childhood, from all the prejudice» 
in which they had been reared. A m ong these 
were tho belief in, and  nso of, amulet» and en- 
chnnm ient». Even Saint A ugustin  believed 
th a t demon» were to  be influenced by certain 
»ign*, certain stone», certain  charm* and ce re
in or. ic» ; ond if  Saint A ugustin  could believe 
thi», we may im ajinc th a t Ire» viderons intel
lect» would be alii! m ore credulous. There wa» 
universal belief in th e  evocation o f  departed 
■pint», «non evidence as cogent o» m odem  
R ip p in g  Alodium* consider sufficient in I M I ,  
and with considerably m ore excuse. In  tho" Jnin th  cen tury  we God the B ishop of  Aoata ex
com m unicating serpent», mole», mice, rat», and 
oihor beast», b e e n to  in to  tiie»o bestial form» 
the agent» of S.itan delighted to  b ids them 
selves—somewhat stupidly, i t  w ould seem, 
seeing how little laaeinntion these brast», 
generally, have for m ankind ;—b u t th e  demon» 
were never held to  be very wise. Sain t Bernard, 
from th e  sam e cause, excomm unicated Mire,and  
nil the  the» in tho district shrivelled up a t once. 
I ii th e  y ear 1 2 0 0 , Saint W all hen, o f .Scotland, 
proclaim ed th a t the  devil assumed ti»© forms ol 
n pig, a  bull, a  black dog, ■ wolf, and  a  rut. 
The  black dog and black ca t were generally 
believed to  Imre «orne *ccrct understanding 
with the  devil ; and if  owned by a  who man 
or a b lear eyed old woman, the evidence was 
sufficient.

T here I» abundant evidence to prove tha t 
the sp irit o f  Polytheism  a n d  it» sorceries su r
vivra long after th* official Polytheism  was 
extinct. I la  temple» were in ruin», o r  were 
converted in to  churches ; its  idols were broken, 
or. were rcbaptised aa «aint* and angel». M ony 
a tem ple of Diana o r o f Venus u  now crowded 
b r  worsliipjicr# o f the  M adonna, in very much 
the sam e sp irit, and  with not a  little  o f  tho 
old form». Tlic traveller iu  I ta ly  is constantly 
bring surprised by soma liv ing tradition o f 
Polytheism  thiuîy veiled. I n  every N eapolitan 
hu t may be a ren .th e  ancient L ares; only they 
assume tho form of th e  V irgin , before whoso 
image a lam p is kopt for ever burning. Such 
images ore transm itted from  generation to  
generation. They are im plored on every occo- 
sion, m ore even than tho Saviour. W hen the 
superstitious Neapolitan m editates o crime, ho 
corer» theso images w ith a  veil, to  bide tho 
crimo from  them.

Som etim es tho change from  Pagan to  Chris
tian  has been very slight indeed , na in  th e  ease 
o f  Atdoncua o f E p irus, w ho has been altered 
into S a in t D onates, an d  Den Pelina , who has 
become S a in t Pclino.and Félicita» Public», who 
lins become Santa Fcticitn. I n  festivals m eant 
to uleo»o tho populace, we expect to  find tho 
old tradition» of worship, and I )  find tho old 
divinities u n d er tho masks o f  saints. T he fes* 
ti vol» of Cere» and T ea ls , tor  oxamplo, h a re  
boon «lightly changed in th e  N eapolitan festival 
of tho h i  adonna. M urray  describes i t  thus : 
“ T heir persons arc covered w ith every variety 
of ornam ent ; tho heads o f  both men an a  
women are  crowned w ith w reaths o f flowers and 
fru its ; in tho ir hands they  carry  garlands and 
poles, liko thyrso, surm ounted w ith branche» o f 
fru it o r  flowers. O n  th e ir roto rn  homoward#, 
thoir vehicles ore decorated w ith  branches of 
troo#, interm ixed with p ic tu res o f  tho M adonna 
purchased a t  hor shrine, a n d  tho ir horses ore 
gay w ith  ribbons o f oil hues, and  frequently 
w ith a  illum e of snowy feathers on tho ir heads. 
Tho whole sccno as fully realises tho idea of 
a  Bacchanalian procession as if  wo could now 
sco ono emerging from tho gates o f old Pom peii.”

M . M aury notices th a t tho processions and 
prayers of priests and  augurs  for tho p lan ta
tion#, vines, ond public health , bnvo all been 
consecrated er.ew, T h e  sign o f  tho cross, tho 
usa o f  holy water, an d  th o  A gnus Dei, have 
replaced tho old exorcism», charm», and talis
m ans. Tho H ebrew  names o f God, o r tho 
names o f  tho angels, a n d  o f A braham  or 
Solomon, took tho place o f  tho names of Pagan 
doitic». I f  oracles disappeared, tho tombs of 
m arty rs an d  confessors were no t silent, and 
were in terrogated w ith tho saroo credulity as 
luid form erly boon shown to  tho oracle?. In  
vain tho C hurch forbade sorcorv ond w itch
c ra ft; i t  encouraged m any k indred  supersti
tions, ond did  not destroy tho  source of all 
superstition. Paternoster» wore m urm ured 
over wound#, iu tho perfect belief th a t pa ter
nosters w ere curative, and th a t wound» did  not 
follow «ny strictly inexorable oourse. Tho 
relics o f  saints were (and still are) devoutly 
behoved to  have a wooden w orking powor— 
tho sam e power na was form erly a ttrib u ted  to  
charma and  talismans. T ho  evil sp irits  who 
causod tho  drought, tho sieknoss, o r tho 
wrecks, would shrink away in  te rro r a t  tho 
sight o f tho xvi ic#- A nd w hen tho Church 
encouraged such beliefs us this, how  could it 
expect to  w arn men from believing in  chaplets 
which h ad  tho power of arresting  bleeding, or 
in any o ther superstition ?

Some o f  tho detail* collected by l f .  M aury 
are curious. T hus ho notices th a t  to  this day 
tho practico o f placing a  foo fo r Charon 
(posîogo money across tho Styx) is no t quito 
unknow n. I n  somo districts tho  m oney i* 
placed In tho m outh  o f tho oorpie. B y  tho 
inhabitan ts o f tho J u re  it  is  placed undor tile 
head o f tho  corpje, attached  to  a  littlo  
wooden crois. In  tho M orven i t  is placed 
in tho hands o f tho defunct. Tho sta tue  o f 
Cybclo used annually to bo p lunged  in to  tho 
sacred b a th  : aho is «till publicly  dipped, only 
Cybclo has bccomo a  sa in t. I n  Perpignan 
tiicy solemnly dip tho relics of Sain t Gulaorio 
in tho waters of tho  Tot, confident by  this 
cerem ony th a t they shall secure rain . Rain 
full», su re  enough ; and  if  i t  sometimes falls 
too scantily, or too tard ily , th is is only a ttr i
buted to  meteoric influences by inQdcl* and 
m aterialists.

M any  arc  tho traces o f  tlio p a s t which 
scholars find in the present. Tho Luporcahau 
foativnls h a re  bccomo o u r L enten carnival— 
ra th e r ti dreary festival, i t  m ust bo ownod ! 
Tho Ja n u a ry  offerings liavo bocotno o u r Now 
Year’s g ifts—pleasant enough, when they do 
not assum a tho sliapo o f dreadfully good “ gift 
books.”  Tho salutation o f  “  God bless you,” 
whoa you  sneeze, is thoroughly  classical. 
No d o u b t tho ingenious Jerico of secur
ing "  luck”  to  a  nowly-m arriod couple, 
by throw ing an old  shoo afte r th , ,  
departing  post chaise, is equally ancient, and 
impresses tho philosophic m ind witls-w lively 
sense o f  how men imagine »be course of N ature 
to  bo determ ined. Tiro evil oyo is no t only 
T ory  ancient, but seem* to  bo universal. Tho 
ancients believed tlia t when any  one’s cnrs tin-

f;led, i t  woj because somo ono wa» talking of 
lim ; they  believed also th a t i t  was unlucky to  

splU tho salt.
W o have already said Bint tho C hurch, a l

though appropriating m any o f  tho rites and 
ceremonies o f Polytheism, energetically repu
diated  m any others ; b u t in  ra in . Tho demons 
which could not bo invoked a t  tho altar, were 
invoked in secret. _ M agic was called upon to 
perform w hat religion refused. T ho  Cli u rah 
fulm inated, and  assured men th a t tboy perilled 
the ir souls by commerce w ith demons ; b u t it 
did p o t  discredit tho  agency o f  tho demon», 
and its menaces were futile. I n  ra in  also was 
tho secular arm  employed against those whom 
tlio foor o f hell could n o t restrain  ; tho super
stition was ineradicable, irresistible. Curiosity, 
tiro dejjro o f vengeance, tho  passion for somo 
secret means o f superiority— theso motives were 
stronger than  fear, and  thoso motives could 
only oease to  impel mon when m en cooeed to 
believe in supernatural agency. B u t against 
th is belief tho  Church faired  no  voioo. Tho 
wisest o f m en devoutly accepted it. Gregory 
tho T h ird , in  his edict against tho  use of mogic, 
especially addresses him self to  tho clergy os 
well aa to  tho laity ; b a t  hi» edict is against 
tho uso o f magic, n o t against tho belief in 
magic.

M agic, no less th an  scionce, resta on tho 
explanation of phenom ena. Tho only difference 
is liia t magic seeks its explanation iii somo 
analogy draw n from hu m an  nature , and «clouee 
seeks its  explanation in  som e analogy draw n 
from o th e r phenomena. N o  prelim inary know
ledge is required for tho  fo rm er; m an in 
stinctively dramatises tho oronts, an d  interprets 
them  by such motives as sway his own oonauot. 
F o r tho h itte r explanation i t  is  necessary th a t ■ 
vast o raount of knowledge shall have been 
accum ulated ; m an m a s t know  a  great deal 
about m any  phenom ena before he can detect 
th e ir  laws. L e t us boo th is  illustrated  in  tho 
view* held  about dreams.

In  E gyp t, Assyria, J i t  rf®*, and Greece, there  
wa* » regular clo*» o f drenm-intcrpretor», men 
who undertook to explain w hat was prefigured 
by  dream s. N o one doubted th a t th e  pheno
m ena were supernatural. Dream* cnme to  a 
man ; they were not su» pac ted to bo th© action 
o f  his brain. W n w e  this belief naively exhi
b ited  iii H om er, who make» J u p ite r  #utn.*ion a 
dream  fnn*iru*J to  Iii» pretence iv# he would 
sum m on any o ther personage. Ho bid# the 
dream  descend to tile camp o f Agamemnon 
an d  appear before tha t K ing  o f M en, to  whom 
he moat deliver » most delusive m enage. T he 
dream  depart#, and repeats the  very word# of 
Jove . N or is thi# conception w onderful. I f  
you  consider dream*, you will notice a» one 
peculiarity th a t in them tho m ind is, r.s it 
were, separated into two d istinc t entities 
which hold converso with each o ther. W e orc 
often astonished a t  the statem ent# am i 
repartees o f o u r double ; we ore puzzled by it» 
question» ; wo are angered o r flattered by hi» 
remark#— anti y e t three bare  been our own 
creation. I t  i# naturel to suppose th a t we 
h a re  actually boon visited during sleep hy one 
of the  sp irit w orld ; and  until t ho science of 
psychology had  learned to  in terp re t th e  
phenom ena o f dream» by th© phenom ena o f 
waking thought, especially o t reverie, thi» 
supernatu ral explanation would prevail.

T he tam e m ay be sold o f insanity. I t  wa» ne
cessarily recnrfled as supernatural, u n til seic-cc 
h a d  shown it  to  bo a  disease o f  th e  nervous 
system . T ho dreadful asport, tho  incoherent 
Ungtiaxc and  conduct of raodmen, seemed only 
referable to  an evil demon having not “  pos
session” o f tile man ; and this belief wa# of 
course strengthened by tho general tendency of 
m adm en to  a ttr ib u te  their actions to som e one 
u rg ing  o r forcing thorn. They fancied th em 
selves pursued  by Cond?, whom they  saw in 
th© lu rid  ligh t o f the ir own distem pered im a
gination». B u t before scienco could b u re  as* 
ccrtained even the  simplest law» o f  insanity , 
what an immense accum ulation of knowledge 
on  p articu la r point» wa* necessary ! Instead  
o f  believing th a t a  m adm an is "  possessed,”  
w© say ho is “  diseased instead o f a  demon 
w ithin him to  be exorcised, wo sot th n t thoro 
is a  functional disturbance in Iii* nervous 
system  whicli m ust be reduced to  healthy 
activ ity  one© m ore. W o know as certain ly  
th a t a  discase o f  th!» nervous system will pro 
duce tho phenom ena o f  insanity , as 
th a t an inflam m ation o f tho  m ucous mem
brane will produce a  catarrh , o r th a t discase o f 
th*  lung» will produce consum ption. B u t what 
vast labour» o f m any generations before it  could 
have bom  ascertained tha t tho nervou» system  
wa* specially engaged in all mental phenom ena, 
and  th a t insanity  was a disease o f this system  ! 
I t  w ss so m uch readier an explanation to  sup 
pose th a t a  demon had entered tho  unhoppy 
victim  ; an d  th is once suggested, it  became a 
quration how best to  get rid  of the  demon. I n 
cantation  was an oasy resort. Am ong tho  means 
o f  purification m anv nations seem to  have fan
cied th a t “ fum igation” m ust hold o h igh rank, 
dem ons decidedly objecting to  stinks. T o  this 
day th© Samoycdes and CM inks burn  » bit of 
reindeer sk in  under tho nOso of tho maniac. 
T ho  patien t falls into a sort of stupefaction 
from  which ho often revives considerably 
calm ed, tho  action o f  a narcotic on his nervous 
system  being mistaken for an action o f stinks 
on  tho olfactorio» o f tho demon. T he cli! 
superstition o f hanging odoriferous plant» over 
th e  door o f  tiro house of one *’ possessed”  
po in ts  to  tiro «amo belief tlia t odours drive 
aw ay donjons.

In  this rap id  survey of a wido subject we 
hopo tiro render has been able to sco th a t magic, 
which was tiro science of tho ancients— and the  
only seionco they could Imv© for a  long while— 
is wilful nc.«cionoe in moderns who havo omplo 
m eans a t  hand for ascertaining tho fu n d a
m ental fact tlia t tiro order o f n a tu re  is no t 
capricious h u t constant, and  is uo t to  bo 
altered by incantations, even by thoso pow er
ful incantations which tako place in  tiro 
“  m ost respectable drawing-rooins”  som ew hat 
darkened. Tho ancient thaum aturge was to  a 
g rea t extent his own dupe ; i f  he  d id  practise 
certain tricks, ho had profound belief th a t 
there was an  a r t  to  which ho pretended . B u t 
tho m odern thaum aturge is generally an im 
postor ; an d  thoso who bcliovo in  h im , and  Ids 
miracles, o u g h t to  bo consistent, and believe in 
all tho grossest auporstitions o f tho early  ages. 
F o r  if  tho ordor o f nature is no t constant, as 
wo suppose, thoro is no assignable lim it to tho 
pow er of magic.— A ll  the Y ea r  Hound.

L a n d  R e v e n te  o r  T asm an ia .—AVo tiro 
pleated to  find, th a t tho land revenue continues 
to  bo in a  flourishing condition, which will be 
seen from tho fact tha t tho am ount realised up  
to  tiro end of tho half yea? is n o t loss than  
L45.092 Cs l i d ,  being a t  tiro roto o f LUO,IK I 
l l s  I  Od p e r annum . L725S IO* was tiro 
am ount paid during  last m onth, and  we believe 
th a t tho estim ated revenue of L8G,000 will be 
m ore than  realisod this year.— H obart Town 
Advertiser, fith Ju ly .

L a k e  LEARMONTH.—-Tho E ngineer o f the  
G overnm ent M ining departm ent,M r. O . Bagge, 
civil engineer, has boon Lore for tho  lost ten 
days, p reparing  sections and levels for tho 
intended now w ater supply chn im el for Lake 
Lcarm onth . H is provence liers has been hulled 
by all residents in  tho d istric t as a  sign th a t at 
l a s t 41 there is a  good tim e coming ”  for Lear- 
m onth, a n d  th a t tho nlnco will crc long rank  as 
tho  first agricultural township in  V ictoria.—  
JBallaarat S ta r ,  Util Ju ly .

TUE M e ld o c jin b  M aje .— Cobb’s coach did 
n o t orrivo until near dark lost evening, and 
when tiro d river pullod up  a t the Commercial, 
ho was perfectly encrusted w ith m ud. There 
was a  lady passenger inside tho conch, bound 
for Belfast, b u t «ho appeared too jaded  to  oven 
venture out. Fcrgusson, tho  driver, informs 
us th a t yesterday m orning tho polo o f tiro 
coach broke, when near M ount ShadwcU, and  
th is o f  courso caused tiro delay. T h e  rood#, 
ho says, are  in  a  m ost fearful sto ic .— W a r m u p  
bool E xam iner, G th  Ju ly .

T h e  D o n a ld  F c n d .— M r. F letcher, tiro 
treasurer, h o i re tu rned  to B cpchtrorth, from 
Iii» canvas of tho Indigo. W e understand  
som ething ovor LIO  hn# been collected in 
R uthcrg len  a n d  tho neighbourhood iii aid o f 
th o  D onald F u n d . A» un example w orthy of 
imitation^wo m ay mention th a t the  prospectors 
on tho W ab g a n y th  L :u d  contributed LIO  to 
w ards tho fund.—  Ocens Constitution, 8th  
Ju ly .

C h i l t e r n . — A bout ten o’clock on Saturday 
n igh t, tiro inhabitan ts o f Chiltern were alarm ed 
by th e  discovery th a t R io  and  Thorpe'» 
stables.^a t  tho back o f tiro S ta r hotel, were on 
fire. N otw ithstanding tho hoary rains w hich 
havo recently fallen, tho whole of the bud  lings 
were in  a  very short space o f lim o b u rn t to 
tho  ground . M ost fortunately , beyond the 
destruction o f tho  stable#, very little  dam age 
was done. A  small quan ti'y  of hay wa» con
sumed, b u t fifteen homes and a  heavy stock o f 
oat* were removed uninjured. W ale r was 
plentifully supplied both from tho creek and  
from  tho Alliance claim, aud  the  m ost praise
worthy oxcrtions were u jed  by every one to 
keep tho flame» under. A t o*no tim e it  a p 
peared inevitable th a t tho stables in  th e  rear of 
M r. Berg’s, th o  tentm aker, w ould also bo 
consumed, b u t having boon covorcd w ith  w et 
blankets, they  were fortunately saved. Tho 
origin o f tho fire is quito unknown .— M urray  
C asette, 9 th  Ju ly .

A n t i  .C h i n e s e  I m m i g r a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n .
— Tno following is from tho Crcswick A d 
vertiser o f Tuesday tho Uth instant The ad
journed  mooting of tho Anti-Chhinro Im m igra
tion  Association took place a t  Witcoinb»-'*, 
B ush  Io n , Back Creek, Crcswick, on Saturday 
H at. M r. H . H o  w ilt in tiro chair. Tiro 
Secretary reud tho minutes of tho last meeting, 
w atch wore confirmed. A fter some prelim inary 
remark* from  tiro chairman, tiro com m ittee 
brought up  a  prospectus, o f which wo give 
sonic o r  th e  leading point». Tho Anti-Chiucso 
Im m igration Association propose» to  organise 
public opinion to  impress tiro G overnm ent of 
tiro country  w ith a  duo sense o f tiro m agnitude 
winch tho Chinoso question has assum ed, und 
tho noowsity for immediate legislation upon  it. 
J u o  Association consider the  Chinese to  bo a 
great social evil, a  scandal to  religion, au d  the ir 
admission into this colony a g reat political 
mistake. EaoU member of tho  Association to  
pay  Gd nor m onth. A fter tho  first q u arte r 
cards will bo issuod to  each associate, which 
will adm it h im  free to all deliberations o f th e  
Association, which will confine itse lf in  all it» 
opération» to  stric tly  legal means, relying 
firm ly on  tho  w eight of public opinion for 
auroras. W hen  fifty associates arc enrolled, a  
pubha m eeting will bo held, an d  tho officer* 
an d  a  com m ittee appointed.
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Tune 7 C o m p an y 's  OfQcea. Flinders i t  
June 32 I W illiam  C lorkc and  b o a t. 
•July Ie  .A g e u tJ  Ufflcci, Melbourne*

f .  îâ ,  ^  .  M K i r m c s  f o r  y u k  w e e k .
L o i ted  B row n a S ilo ing , 13th. Tw elve oVIuck n o m .  C o m p an y 's  Unicoi. Cl  Q aeen -s trec r .

T H E  K I N G  O F  Y V E T O T .
Bcrangor has immortalised tho King cf 

Yvotot in ono o f his best songs. Ho describe* 
him as a lung little  known in history, who, J«tc 
to rise and  early to bed, slept very  well without 
any glory, and crowned by Jeanncton with a 
nightcap, was a good littlo king. The jxrot 
says ho made four repasts a  day in his thatched 
palace, travelled through his kingdom on an 
ass, nod fearing no barra, had b dog for Iii» 
only guard, and was a good littlo king. Never 
trying to onlargo hi» kingdom, ho proved u 
pleasant neighbour, and m aking pleasure his 
code, was a model potentate ; and i t  wa» only 
when ho died and wa» buried tha t tho jroopfc 
went, saying ho was a good little king. Berangrr 
adds tliat tho portrait o f this good aud worthy 
Prince is «till preserved as tiro signboard o f a 
famous inn iu his province, whore vory often 
tho people exclaim while drinking before it 

Oh ! oh I ob ! oh ! ah ! ah ! ah ! ah •
Quoi bon p*tit re! o'etait la !

X«a, la  !
We learn from Bcranger’a Memoir#, that ho 

sang his little king, a . Chamisso wrote his 
I  d e r  Sclilemihl,or Shadowless Blan,»» a «aiire 
upon tho vast and unsolid ambition of the Cr#t 
Bonaparte, who wa# then (1813) seen totter- 
mg towards his foil, after h i .  disastrous 
Russian campaign.

F fonoh villngo containing 
About a thou»and inhabitant#, lituatod on lilt- 
railway between Paris and H arrc . Tiro noun-

Y ry to t is composed o f  tw o  w ords: “  Y vr," or 
'* Y vo" (probably tho somo as  Ire s ) , a common 
G erm an  name, nnd “ to t ,"  tho  Celtic won! for a 
houso o r dw elling-place. G agitin, a  French 
h istorian  o f tho »ixtc«nth cen tury , sayst]* 
orig in  o f tho  kingdom  o f  Y vcto t was CW 
t oui pore neons w ith  th a t  o f the  French 
•Monarchy; tlia t is to  say, i t  wa* founded in 
tho reign  of tiro M erovingian king, Clot.lire ti* 
b h u t. Tiro folio wing is tho  sto ry  told Iff 
Ga g m n :

A  certain lo rd  o f  Y vcto t, nam ed Gaulthin# 
having incurred  tho  w ra th  o f  K ing  Clotoiff, 
•* w en t to  foreign p a rts , where ho modo vat 
against tho enem ies o f  tho  foith.”  A fter t a  
y ears  o f voluntary  exile, believing tho king! 
w ra th  to  bo som ew hat appeased , and  havingot- 
:nin od a  le tte r from  th o  Poj>o rocomD'cuilifg 
him  tom crey ,G auJth icr ven tu red  back toFrsarr- 
A rriv in g  u t Soiesous o n  a  G ood Fridoy, ana 
hearing  th a t tho  k ing  w as a t  church , bchait<®*“ 
th e re , and, th row ing  h im self a t  his feet» im
p lored  his pardon . “  B u t  Clotnirc, being » 
sarago  prince, d raw ing  hi» sword, ran it 
th ro u g h  his body.”  O n  hoofing o f  th is  murder, 
perpe tra ted  in  a  ch u rch  on such  a  day, thcFope 
th rea tened  tho m u rd e re r w ith  Iii* spiritual 
th u n d e rs  i f  lie d id  n o t im m ediately make sou'f 
a tonem ent for his crim e. T h e  te rr if ie d  Ck- 
lu ire , therefore, consen ted  to  erect the 
o f  Y v c to t in to  a  k ingdom  for tho  benefit c f i 1 
heirs o f  his victim . G ag u io  add#, that 1 <• 
Hods from  on çxnc t a n d  indubitab le  atitlicri. 
th a t  th is  ex trao rd inary  even t took plat» l° t£H 
y ear o f graoe 53G.

G rea t doubt?, h o w ev er,havo been ca' 1 UP? 
th e  “  indub itab le  a u th o rity ”  o f  R obert

r
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