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A Chorkor oven is an oven used for fish smoking. It gets its name from Chorkor, a fishing village and 
suburb of the capital of Ghana, Accra. In Chorkor, this oven is widely used for smoke-drying sardinella 
(in Ghana also known as 'herring', not to be confused with the real herring Clupea harengus) and other 
fish. The Chorkor oven was an improvement of the traditional rectangular oven with a fixed surface. It 
was developed in the early 1970s by the Ghana Food Research Institute in collaboration with the women 
of Chorkor village and assisted by an FAO project.

On a Chorkor oven, the fish is spread on removable trays, several of which are stacked on top of the 
oven. The advantages are larger capacity, reduced fuelwood consumption, and better product quality. A 
disadvantage is its higher initial cost because of the need for sawn planks, wire mesh and skilled 
carpenters. Also, it is less suitable for smoking fish of different size.

Traditional fish smoking in Africa is essentially a drying process to preserve the fish in the absence of 
refrigeration. Contrary to fish smoking in temperate climates the fish is not salted and small fish is not 
gutted. The fish is first cooked over a high fire and then smoke-dried in one to five days (and nights) 
over a low fire. The smoking time depends on fish size and market demand, sometimes the market wants 
"fresh-dried" fish, while "hard-dried" fish with a longer storage life is produced for the off season and 
for distant markets. Fresh-dried fish keeps for up to a week, while hard-dried fish keeps for several 
months.

References

◾ A practical guide to improved fish smoking in West Africa, Brownell B., UNICEF (1983)
◾ Utilization of Bonga (Ethmalosa fimbriata) in West Africa. A. Jallow, FAO (1994)
◾ Impact of adoption in Ghana of an improved fish processing technology on household income, 

health and nutrition”, Nti C., Plahar W., & Larweh P., International Journal of Consumer Studies 
26 (2), 102-108 (2002)

aLSO

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chorkor_oven&oldid=725112485" 

Categories: Ovens Fishing in Ghana

◾ This page was last modified on 13 June 2016, at 17:08.
◾ Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms 

may apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a 
registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

Page 1 of 1Chorkor oven - Wikipedia

12/30/2016https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chorkor_oven


